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GENERAL COLLECTION 

OF 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS: 


A TOURJNSCOTLANDy 1769. 

BY THOMAS PENNANT, ESQ. 


DEDICATION, 

TO SIR ROGER MOSTYnJ BART. OF MOSTYN, FLINTSHIRE. 

Dear Sir, 

A GENTLE^IAN well known to the political world in the beginning of the prefent 
century mad^ the tour of Europe, and before he reached Abbeville difeovered 
that in order to fee a country to beft advantage it was infinitely preferable to travel by 
day iJian by night. • • 

I cannot help making this applicable to myfelf, who, after publifliing three volumes 
of the Zo9logy of Great Britain, found out that to be able to fpeak wth more preci- 
sion of the fubjefts I treated of, it was far more prudent to vifit the whole than part 
of my country ; ftruck therefore with the refleftion of having never feen, Scotland I 
inftantly ordered my,teggage to* be got ready, and in a reafonable time found myfelf 
on the banks of the Tweed. 

As foon as I communicated to you my refolution, vith your accuftomed fricndfliip* 
you wiflied to hear from me : I could give but a partial performance of my promife, 
the attention of a traveller being fo much taken up as jo leave very Iitde»room for esif! 
tolary duties ; and I flatter myfelf you will find this tardy c.xeeutiom of my engage- 
ment more fatisfaftory than the hafty accounts*! could fend you on my road. But tbis 
is far from being the* foie motive of this addrefs. • , 

1 have irrefilliblc inducements of public and of a private nature : to you I owe a 
moft free enjoyment of the little territories Providence^ had b>-ftoviied on me } for by 
a liberal and equal ceffion of fields, and meads anc^J woods, you* connefted all the di- 
vided parts, and gave a full fcope to all nly improvements. Ever}’ view I take from 
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my window reminds mo of my debt, and forbids my filence, cauflng the pleafing glow of 
gratitude to diftufe itfelf over the whole frame, indeed of forcing up the imbittering figh 
of O Ji angulustlle I Now every fccne I enjoy receives new charms, for I mingle with the 
vifible beauties, the more pleafing idea of owing them to you, the worthy neigHtour 
and fii^n friend, who are happy in the calm and domeftic paths of life with abilities 
fuperior to odentation, wid goodnefs content with its own reward : with a ftnind judg- 
ment and honed heart you wc^rthily difeharge the fenatorial trud repbfed in you, whofo 
unprejudiced vote aids to dill the mad'nofs of the people, or aims to check the prefump- 
tion of the minider. My happinefs in being from your earlied life your neighbour, 
makes me confident in my obfervation ; your increafing and difeerning band of friends 
difeovers and confirms the judice of it : may the reafons that attrad and bind us to 
yell e\er reniain, is the mod grateful w’iflithat can be thought of, by,„ 

Dear Sir, 

THOMAS PENNANT. 


Downing, 0£lwber 2oth, 1771. 


O N Monday the 26th of June, take my departure from Cheder, a city without 
parallel for the fingular Itrudure of the four^principa! dreets, w^hich arc as if exca- 
vated out of the earth, and funk many feet beneath thg furface ; the carriages drive far 
beneath the level of the kitchens, on a line with ranges of (hops, over which on each 
fide of the . dreets palfengers walk from end to end, in galleries open in front, fccure 
from wet or heat. The back courts of all thefe houfes are level with the ground, but 
to go into any of thefe four dreets it is neceffary to defeend a flight of feveral deps. 

The, Cathedral is an ancient drudure, very ragged on the outfide, from the nature 
of the red friable done*/ with which it is built : tfi^ tabernacle work in the choir is very 
neat ; but the beauty and elegant fimplicity of a very antique gothic chapter-houfe, is 
what merits a vifit from every traveller. 

The Ilypocaud near the Feathers Inn, is one of the remains of the Romansf, it 
being well knowm that this place was a principal dation. Among many antiquities 
found here, none is more Angular than the ru^o fculpture of the l)ea Armigcra Mi- 
nerva, with Her bird and her altar, on the face of a rock in a fniall field near the 
Welch end of the bridge. c 

The cadle is a decaying pile. The walls of the city, the, only complete fpeclincns 
of ancient fortifications, arc kept in excellent order, being the principal walk of the 
inhabitants : the views from the feveral parts are very fine \ the mountains of Flint- 
fhire, the hills of Braxton, and the infulated rock of JBeedon, form the ruder part of 
the feenery ; a rich flat forms ^the fofter view, and the profped ufp the river towards 
Jioughton recalls in fome degree the idea of the Thames and Richmond hill. 

Faffed thfough Taiyin, a fmall* village ; in the church-yard is an epitaph in memory 
of Mr. John Inomafen, an excellent penman, but particularly famous fur his cxafl and 
elegant imitatioh the Greek charafter. 

Delainere, which Ltland calls a fairc ^^nd large fored, with plenty of redde decre 
andfalow, isnow^a black and dreary wade; it feeds a few rabbets, and a few black 
Terns J lldm overlhe fplaflies that water fome part of it. 

• Saxum arenarium iriabila.rubrum« Da Cofla, FoJpU, I. 1J9. 

4; city was the Devu and Pevana of Antonine, and the ftatlon of the Leglo vtcenma vidrix. 

% Br..ZooI. IL No, 256. 
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A fcv7 miles from this heath lies Northwich, a fmall town, long famou^ for its rock 
fait, and brine pits. Some years ago I vifited one of the mines ; the ftratum of fait lies 
about forty yards deep ; that which I faw was hol'owcd into the form of a temple. I 
defeended through a dome, and found the roof fupported by rows of pillars, about two 
yards thick, and fevcral in height ; the whole was illuminated with numbers of ondlcs, 
and made a mod magnificent and glittering appearance. Above the fait is a bed or ivhitifh 
clay *, ufed yi making the Liverpool earthen-ware ; and in the fame place is alfo dug a 
good deal of the gypfum, or plaifter done. The foflil fait is generally yellow, and 
femi-pellucid, fometimes debafed with a dull greenidi earth, and is often found, but in 
fmall quantities, quite dear and colourlefs. 

The road from thi» place to Macclesfield is through a flat, rief., but unpleafant coun- 
try. 'I’hat town is in a very flourifliing date j is poffeffed of a great manufadure of mo- 
hair and twnd buttons ; has between twenty and thirty filk milh, and a very confider- 
able copper fintlting houfc, and brafs work. 

Here lived in great hofpitality, at his manor-houfef, Henry StatTord, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, a mod powerful peer, the fad indrumentof the ambition of Richard III. He 
,was at once rewarded by that monarch J with a grant of fifty cadks and manors ; 
but druck with remorfe at being accefl'ary to fo many crimes, fell from his allegiance, 
and by a jud retribution, fuffered on a fcaffold by the mere fiat of his unfeeling 
mader. • 

In the church is the fepulchralchapel, and the magnificent monuments of the family 
of the Savages. In this part of the church had been a chauntry of fecular prieds, 
founded about 1508 by Thomas Savage, archbifliop of York j|. who direfted that his 
heart (Iiouid be depofited here. On a brafs plate on the wall is this coir.fortable ad- 
vertifement of the price of remiflion of fins in the other life ; it was to be wiflied that 
the expence of obtaining fo extenfive a charter from his holinefs in this world had likc- 
wife been added. • 

Tlicfe arc the words : 

“ The Pdon for faying of 5 Pater noji and 5 aves and a creed is 26 thoufand yercs 
and 26 dayes of pardon.” , 

In the cliapy belonging to the LeghsofLime is another fingular infeription and its 
hidory; * 

litre lyrth the body of Perkin a Lceb 
Tliat for King Richard iheclealh^did die, 

• Betrayed for righieoufiicfa. 

And tlic bones of Sir Peers his foiinc 
That with King Hciirie ihc’fift did wonne 
in Pan’s. 


* This Perkin forved king Edward the third and the* black Prince his fonne in ail 

their warres in Prance and was at tlic battel of Creffie and had Lyme pj\en him foT- 
that fervice ; and after iheir dealhes ferved king Richard the I'econd, <ind led him nop 
in his troubles, but was taken with him, and beheaded at Cheder byjving Henrico the 
fourthe. And the fay d Sir Peers his Ibimc fervetf king Heh;ie anS was flaine at the 
battel of Agencourt. * 

♦ Arv^illa ccfi iila-cinerca. Da Cofta, Foffils?. I. 48. 

\ DiigdakS iiaronage. I, 


t ^ Royal 

I. Tanner, Notitia Mouaft. 1744. 66 » 
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with its fibres, the other confifts of a number of fmall circles. There are two other 
ancient windows on each fide the great ifle ; the others, as I recoiled, are modern. 
This church was, till of late years, much out of repair, but has juft been reftored in a 
manner that does credit to the chapter. 

The profpe£b from this eminence is very extenfive, but very barren of objefts ; a 
vaft flat as far as the eye can reach, confifting of plains not the moft fertile, or of fens • 
and moors : the laft are far lefs extenfive than they were, many being drained, and will 
foon become the beft land in the country ; but much Hill remains to be done. 'I'he fens 
near Revefby Abby t> eight miles beyond 1 lorncaftle, are of vaft extent ; but ferve for 
little other purpofc than the rearing great numbers of geefe, which are the wealth of the 
fenmen. 

During the breeding feafon, thefe birds are lodged in the fame houfes with the inha- 
bitants, and even in their very bed-chambers : in every apartment arc three rows of 
eoarfe wicker pens placed one above another; each bird has its feparate lodge divided 
from the other, which it keeps pofleffion of during the time of fitting. A perfon, called 
a Gozzard J, attends the flock, and twice a day drives the whole to water ; then brings 
them back to their habitations, helping thofe that live in the upper ftorics to their nelts, 
without ever mifplacing a fingle bird. 

The geefe are plucked five times in the year ; the firft plucking is at Lady-Day, for 
feathers and quills, and the fame is renewed, for feathers only, four times more between 
that and Michaelmas. The old geefe fubmit quietly to the operation, but the young 
ones are very noify and unruly. I once faw this performed, and obferved that goflings 
of fix weeks old were not fpared ; for their tails were plucked, as I was told, to habi- 
tuate them early to what they w'ere to come to. If the feafon proves cold, numbers of 
geefe die by this barbarous cuftom §. 

Vaft numbers are driven annually to London, to fupply the markets ; among them, 
all the fuperannuated geefe and ganders (called here Cagmags) which ferve to fatigue 
the jaws of the good citizens, who are fo unfortunate as to meet with them. 

The fen called the Weft Fen, is the place where the ruft's and reeves refort to in the 
greateft numbers [) ; and many other forts of water-fowl, which do not require the 
fncltcr of reeds or rulhes, migrate here to breed ; for this fen is very baVc, having been 
imperfedly ilrained by narrow canals, which ,intcrfe<5l it for great? numbers of miles. 
Thefe the inhabitants navigate in moft diminutive (hallow boats ; they are, in fadl, rfie 
roids of the country. 

The Eaft Fen is quite in a ftate of nature, and gives a fpecimen of the country befnre 
the introduftion of drainage: it is a vaft traft t)f morafs, intermixed w’ith numbers (jf 
lakes from half a mile, to two or tiiroe miles in circuit, communicating with each other 
by narrow reedy ftraits : (hey arc very (Itallow, none arc above four or five feet in 
depth ; but abound with filh, (uch as pike, perch, rulf, bream, tench, rud, dace, roach, 
burbot, fticklebacks, and eels. 

« 

* Tlie'fenfi, naked as they now appear, were onco well woiuUd. Oaks have heon ro;ind buried in tin m, 
\v hii^i were fixteen ya^^U long, -and five in ^tifciimrerencc ; fir-trtcs from tliirty to tfiirty-fivc yards, audit 
foot or eighteen inches fijuafc. TIicTe trees had i|ot the mark of the ax, but appesred as if burnt down by 
fire applied to their lower parts. /\corns and liiiall nuts have alfo been found in great ipianlitics in the lame 
places. Ihigd.'dt: on ^P'haiiking, 141. 

•[ Revelby Al)by was founded 1142 by W. de Romara, Earl of f^iucoln, for Ciflerlian nioiils, and 
granted by ff. VHI. an. 30. to Ch. l^ukc of Suffolk. ^Rhe founder turning anonk was buiied lure. 
Tanner, 26^. * •, « t * herd. 

^‘•I^was plfo pra^fifed by*thc anpients. Cauditiorum in flumd, Velluntur ^uihujdam locit 

his anno, .Plinii, lib. X. c. 22. || ^r. Zuol.'ll. No. f(;2. 
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It is obfervable, that once in feven or eight years, immenfe (hoals of fticklebacks ap- 
pear in the Welland below Spalding, and attempt coming up the river in form of a vaft 
column. They are fuppofed to be the colledled multitudes walhcd out of the fens by 
the floods of feveral years, and carried into fome deep hole ; when over-charged with 
numbers, they are obliged to attempt a change of place. They move up the river in 
fuch quantities as to enable a man, w'ho was employed in taking them, to earn, for a 
confiderable tiine^ four Ihillings a day, by felling them at a halfpenny per bufliel. They 
were ufed to manure land, and attempts have been made to get oil from them. The 
fen is covered with reeds, the harveft of the neighbouring inhabitants, who mow them 
annually ; for they prove a much better thatch than ftraw, and not only cottages, but 
many very good houfes are covered with them. Stares, which during winter refort in 
myriads to i-ooft in jhe reeds, are very deftruftive, by breaking them down, by the vaft 
numbers that perch on them. The people are therefore very diligent in their attempts 
to drive them aways and are at great expcnce in powder to free themfelves of thefe trou- 
blcfome guefts. I have feen a ftock of reeds harvefted and ftacked worth two or three 
hundred pounds, which was the property of a fmgle farmer. 

The birds which inhabit the different fens are very numerous : I never met with a 
finer field for the zooligift to range in. Bcfidcs the common wild-duck, of which 
an account is given in another place *, wild geele, garganies, pochards, fliovclers, and 
teals breed here. I have feen in the caftlen a finall flock, of the tufted ducks ; but they 
feemed to make it only a baiting-pla^e. The pewit gulls and black terns abound ; the 
laft in vaft flocks almoft deafen one with their clamors : a few of the great terns, or 
tickets, are feen among them. I faw feveral of the great crefted grebes on the Eaft 
Fen, called there gaunts, and met with one of their floating nefts with eggs in it. 
,The IfcfTer crefted grebe, the black and dufky grebe, and the little grebe, are alfo in- 
habitants of the fens ; together with coots, water-hens, fpotted water-hens, water-rails, 
ruffs, redfhanks, lapwings or wipes, red.broafted godwits and whimbrels. The godwits 
breed near Wafhenbrough ; the whimbrels only appear about a fortnight in May near 
Spalding, and then quit the country. Oppofite to Folfdyke Wafh, during fummer, are 
g/eat numbers of avofettas, called there yelpers, from their cry. They hover over the 
Iportfman’s head Kkc the lapwing, and fiy with their necks and legs extended. 

Knots are taken irt nets along the fhores near Folfdyke in great numbers during 
winter } but they difappear in the fpring. , 

The' fhort-cared owl, Br. Zool. I. No. 66. vifits tl|^ neighbourhood of Wafhen-* 
brough alon^ with the woodcocks, and probably performs its migrations with thofe 
birds, for ir is obferved to quit the country at the fame time : 1 have alfo received 
fpecimens of them from the Danifh dominions, one of the retreats of the Woodcock. 
I'his owl is not obferved in this country to perch on trees, but conceals itfelf in long 
old grafs ; if difturbed, takes a fhort night, lights again, and keeps flaring about, 
during which time its horns are very vifible. The farmers are fond of the arrival of 
thefe birds, as they clear the fields of mice, and will even fly in fearch of prey during 
day, provided the weather is cloudy and mifty. * . 

But the greateft curiofity in thefe parts is the vaft heronry at .Crelfi- hill, fix mileS 
from Spalding. The herons refort there in February to repair thtir netls, fettle there 
in the fpring to breed; and quit the plsice during winter. They are nun\erous as rooke^ 
and their nefls fo crouded together, that myfclf, and the company thit was with me, 

• Br. Zool. II. No. 279. In general; to avokl repetition, the reader is referred tothe Britifh Zoolo^* 
for a more particular account of animals mentioned in this Tour.* • * * 


counted 



8 pennant’s tour in SCOTLAND. 

^ I 

counted not lefs than eighty in one fprcading oak. I Iierc had an opportunity of de- 
tfding my own miftake, and that of other ornitliologifts, in making two fpecies of 
lierons ; for I found that tlie crefted heron was only the male of the other : it made a 
moll beautiful appearance with its fnowy neck and long crefl: ftreaming with the wind. 
The family who owned this place was of the fame name with thefc birds, which feems 
to be the principal inducement for preferving them. 

In the time of Michael Drayton, 

Here AalkeJ the flatcly crane, as though he march’d in war. 

But at prefent this bird is quite unknown in our illand ; but every other fpecies 
enumerated by that obfervant poet flill are found in this fenny trafl:, or its neigh- 
bourhood. 

June 28. Vifited Spalding, a place very much refembling, inform, neatnefs, and 
fituation, a Dutch town : the river Welland palTes through one of the ftrccts, a canal 
is cut through another, and trees are planted on each fide. The churdi is large, and 
the llceplc a fpire. 'I'he churches in general, throughout this low tra£l, are very 
handfonie ; all are built of (lone, which mull have been brought from places very re- 
mote, along temporary canals ; for, in many iullances, the quarries lie at leaft twenty 
miles dillant. But the edifices were built in jealous ages, when the bencdi£lions or 
inalediclions of the church made the people conquer every difficulty that might obftrud 
thel'e pious foundations. 'I’lic abby of Crowland, feated in the midu of a fliaking fen *, 
is a curious monument of the infupcrable zeal of the times it was ereded in ; as the 
beautiful tower of Bofton church, vifible from all parts, is a magnificent fpecimen of a 
fine gothic tafte. 

June 29. Faffed near the file of Swinefhead abby, of which there are not the 
leall remains. In the walls of a farra-houfe built out of the ruins, you are.fhewn the 
figure of a knight Templar, and told it was the monk who poifoned King John ; a fad 
denied by our bell hlftorians. This abby was founded in 1 134, by Robert de Greflei, 
and filled with Ciftertian monks. 

Returned through I.incoln ; went out of town under the Newport-gate, a curious 
Roman work ; palled over part of the heath ; changed horfes at Spittle, and at Glan- 
fonl bridge ; dined at the ferry-houfe on the banks of the Humber; and, after a 
pofl'agc of about five miles, with a brilk gale, landed at Hull, and reached that night 
Burion-Conllable, the feat of Mr. Conftable, in that pay of Yorkfliire called Hol- 
dernefs ; a rich flat country, but excellent for producing large cattle, and a good 
breed of horfes, w hofe prices are near doubled fmcc the French have grown fo fond 
of the Engljflt kind. 

^lade an excurfion to Ilornfea, a finall town on ttic coall, re.narkable only for its 
mere, a piece of water about two miles long, and one broad, famous for its pike and 

* eels ; it is divided from the fea by a very narrow bank, fo is in much danger of being 

• lome t]me or other loll. 


i/J’he rl ill's on the coall of Hofoprnefs arc high, and compofed of clay which falls down 
in va'l i'iMginerics. Quantity of ambcf is waflicd out of it by the tides, which the 



* Thift monaftcry was founded by«EtlielbaId, king of Mcicia, A. 0.716. Tbc ground being loo 
ipar/hy to admit a weighty building of ilone, he made a foundation by d.i’ing in£o the ground vail piles of 
oa|p ^ and caufed mordcompadl cartlt to be brought in boats nine miles off to lay on them^ and fjnn a 
mi^re found foundation. 

faw 
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faw any fo pure and clear that from the Baltic. It isufually of a pale yellow colour 
within, and prettily clouded ; the outlide covered with a thin coarfe coat. 

July 2 . After riding feme miles over a flat grazing country, pafl'od through the 
village of Skipfey, once under the protedioh of a ca/lle found<-d by Dnigcn fir Dru- 
gan, a valiant Flandrian, who came over at the time of theconqucll. The Coniyjti iir 
gave him in marriage one of his near relations ; and as a portjon made him lord < 1 
lloldernels. Drugon by I'ome uiducky accident killed his fpoufe ; but, having his wits 
about him, haftened to the King, and informing his Majcfly, that his lady and he had 
a great defirt- to viiit tlieir native country, requefted a fum pf money for that purpofe: 
the Conqueror innnecliately fiipplicd the wants of Drugon ; w ho had fcarccly em- 
barked, when advice was brought from Skipfey of the death of the lady : purfuit was 
inftantly made but in vain; the artful Flandrian evaded ail attempts to bring him to 
jufticc *. 

Near this village is a confiderable camp ; but I paffed too haflily to determine of 
what nation. 

A few miles farther is Burlington Quay, a fmall town clofe to the fca. There is a 
defign of building a pier, for the protedion of Ihipping ; at prefent there is only a large 
wooden quay, which projeds into the water, from which the place takes its name. In 
February 1642, Henrietta, the fpirited confort of Charles I. landed here with arms and 
ammunition from Holland. Batten, « parliament admiral, had in vain tried to inter- 
cept Her Majelty ; but coming fopii after into the bay, brutally fired for two hours at 
the houfe w Ijcrc Ihe lay, forcing her to take fhelter, half-drened, in the fields. Nor 
parliament nor admiral were amamed of this unmanly deed ; but their hiilorian, the 
moderate Whitclock, feems to blufli for both, by omitting all mention of the affair. 
From hence is a fine view of the white cliffs of Flamborough-head, which extends far to 
the eaft, and forms one fide of the Gabrantvicorum finus portuofus of Ptolemy, a name 
derived from the Britifh Gyfr, on account of the number of goats found there, accord- 
ing to the conjedure of Camden. Perhaps, EwAjjwti/®', the epithet which Ptolemy 
adds to, the bay, is ftill preferved in Sureby, or Sure-bay f, a village a little north of 
Jlurlington Quay. That the Romans had a naval flation here, is more ftrongly con- 
firmed by the rood called the Roman-ridge, and the dikes which go by Malton to York, 
are vifible in many places, and ended here J. 

A mile from hence is the town of Burlington. The body of the charch is largp, 
but the ftecple, by fome accident, has been deftroyed% near it is a large gateway, with 
a noble Gothic arch, tho remains of a priory of black canons, founded by Walter de 
Gant, in the beginning of the reign of Henry I. In that of Richard II. in the year 
. 1388, the canons got liberty of inclofing their houfe with flrong walls, to defend them 
from the attacks of pirates. I cjunot help mentioning a proof of the inahners of the 
clergy in early times, ’by relating a complaint of the prios to Innocent III. againft the 
archdeacon of Richmond, who calling at his houfe with ninety-feven horfes,lwcnty-onc ' 
dogs, and three hawks, devoured in one hour, more ^rovifion than wopld have laited 
the monks a long time. The grievance was redrefled. William Wode, the lad prigr, 
was executed for rebellion in 1 537. At that time, act^rding to Sjjced, the revenue was 
682I. 13s. qd. according to Dugdale, 547I. 6s# id. 

This coaift of the kingdom is very unfavourable to trees, for, excejjt fomc woods’iu 
the neighbourhood of Burton-Conllable, there is a va^ nakednefs from the fluiuber, 

• MS. at rurton-Conftablc. f Camden, Hr 899. * " ^* .• 

J Diake's Hill. York. 34. Confuh alfa his map of*the lloinan roa^i in Yoi'klUirc. 

TOL. in. C* 
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far as the extremity of Caithnefs, with a very few exceptions, which fliall be noted in 
their proper places. 

July 3. Went to Flamborough head, This was theFleamburg of the Saxons, pof- 
fibly from tlio lights made on it to direft the landing of Ida, who, in 547, joined his 
countrymen in tliefe parts with a large reinforcement from Germany; and founded 
t ie kingdom of Northumberland. In the time of Kdward the Coiifellbr, Flamborough 
WAS one of the manors nf Harold*, Earl of the weft Saxons, afterwards King of England. 
On his death, the Conqueror gave it to Hugh Lupus, who, in perpetual alms, be- 
ftowed it on the inonaftery of Whitby j. 

The town is cm the north fide ; confifts of about one hundred and lifty fmall hoiifts, 
entirely inhabited by fiihennen, few of whom, as is faid, die iti their beds, but meet 
their fate in the element they are fo converfant in. Put myfelf under the direclion ol 
William Camidge, Cicerone of the place, who conduded me to a little creek at that 
time covered with fifti, a fleet of cobles having juft put in. Went in one of thofc little 
boats to view the Head, coafting it for upwards of two miles. The cliff's are of a tre- 
mendous height, and amazing grandeur ; beneath are feveral vaft caverns, fomc clofed 
at the end, others are pervious, formed with a natural arch, giving a romantic pafi'age 
to the boat, different from that we entered. In fome places the rocks are infulateJ, 
are of a pyramidal figure, and foar up to a vaft height : the bafes of inoft are folid, 
but in fome pierced through, and arched ; the colour of all ihefe rocks is white, from 
the dung of the innumerable flocks, of migratory birds, which quite cover the face of 
them, filling every little projedion, every hole that will give them leave to reft ; multi- 
tudes were fwimming about, others fwarmed in the air, and alnioft (luimcd us with the 
variety of their croaks and fereams. I obferved among them corvorants, fhags in fmall 
flocks, guillemots, a few black guillemots very fliy and wild, auks, puffins, kiitiwakcs J, 
and herring gulls. Landed at the fame place, but before our return to Flarnborough, 
vifited Robin Leith’s hole, a vaft cavern, 10 which there is a narrow paff'age from tlie . 
land fide ; it fuddenly rifes to a great height ; the roof is finely arched, and ilie bot- 
tom is for a confidcrable way, formed in broad flops, refembling a great but cafy ftair- 
cafe ; the mouth opens to the fea, and gives light ro the whole. 

Lay at Hunmandby, a fmall village above Filey Bay, round which ^re fome planta- 
tions that thrive tolerably well, and ought to be an encouragement to gentlemen to at- 
tempt covering thefe naked hills. • 

Filey-brig is a ledge of rocksf running far into the fca, and often fatal to fliipping. 
The bay is fandy, and affords vaft quantities of fine tifh, fuch-as turbot, foies, he. which 
during funirner approach the fhorc, and are cafily taken in a common feinc or dragging- 

iKt. • 

July 4. * Set out for Scarborough; pafl'ed near the fitc of Flixton, a hofpilal 
founded in the time of AthelAan, to give fhclter to travellers fronVthe wolves, that they 
flioulJ not* be devoured by them § ; ib that in thofe days this bare tradl muft have 
been covered with wood, for ihble ravenous animals ever inhabit large fiorefts. Thefe 
h^fpitik are not unfrequent among the Alps ; are eitlier appendages to religious houfes, 
or fupported by voluntary fubfcriptions. On the fpot where Flixton flood is a farm- 
houfe, to this day called the Spital hoiifc. Reach 

‘Scarborough, ca town once Itrongly guarded by a caftlc, buik on the top of a vaft 
cliff, by^Williain le Gros, Earl of Yorklhirc, Albemarle, and Hordernefs, in the reign 

^ ♦ Dugt’ale, Baron.* I. 20. • J Dugdalc, Monad, f • 7 

i Called here J^cltcls. ilr. No 250.* § Camden, Ik'it. II. 9r2. 
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of Stephen. After ihe refumption of this, as well as otiicr crown lands alienated by 
that jjrince, Henry I(. rebuilt the fortrefs, then grown ruinous, with greater flrength 
and magniliccnci', inclofing a vaft area. From this time it was coufidered as the kov 
of thi^ important countv, and none but perfons of the firll rank were cntrufled with th • 
cuflody. Its confi (jiience may be evinces! from this circumftance ; that when King 
John had granted to his fubjeClsthe magna charta, and placed the governmenttin tl.e 
bands of twenly^ive harons, the governor of this cai'He was trf be approved by tiieni, 
and to rcceivd his orders from them. 

In 1312, I'idvvard 11 . in his retreat out of the north before his rebellious nobility, 
left here, as in a place of the grcatclt fecurity, his minion foers Gavefton. It was in- 
ftantly befieged, and ^aken by Aymer do Valence, Furl of I’embroke ; and the infoleiit 
favourite, in a fliort lime after, fell a vidim to the refentment of the Earl of Warwick. 

In the reign of Richard II. in 1378, its trade received great injury from a combined 
licet of Scots, Erencli, and Spaniards, under the condud of one Mercer, who entered 
the harbour, and carried oil' feveral fliips. The inl’ulf was inllantly revenged by Piiil- 
pot, a gallant alderman of London, who fitted out a fleet at his own charge, puriued 
the enemy, and not only retook their prizes, but made himfelf mailer of the whol<r 
fleet. 

Richard III. added flrength to the place by building a bulwark near the fliore at 
the fouth.eaft end of the town ; and Jie alfo began to wall in the town *. 

In the religious rebellion, ftylcd the pilgrimage of grace, in the time of Henry VII 1 . 
the leader, Robert Aik, in 153(1, layed dole liege to the caftle; but was obliged to 
defift, after its governor Sir Ralph Ewers and his garrifon were reduced for twenty 
days to live on bread and water f. 

In 1557, Thomas Stafford, Iccond fon of Lord Staflbrd, w’ith only thirty-two perfons, 
came from France, and furprized the ibrtrefs. It appears that they weie encouraged 
to the attempt by Henry IT. It was, probably, only the prelude to an invafion. 
Stafford publilhed a manifcfto againft the Queen ; and ftylcd himfelf Proteclor of 
England : but the Earl of Weftmoreland, colleding fome forces, (in tw'o days) put 
, an end to his dignity J. 

At the begitwiing of the civil wars* the parliament committed this caftle to the care 
of Sir Hugh Cholmley, who loon after revolted to the King. He maintained the place 
with great fpirit for two years. In 1 644, he was vigoroiifly beficgctl, by Sir John 
Meldrum, from February till the middle of May, wl;en Sir John, in attempting to re^el 
a fally, received a mortal wound. Sir Hugh kept poffellion of it till July 1645, when 
he furrendered it on terms to Sir Matthew' Boynton §. It is at prefent a large ruin. 
In the caftle yard are barracks for about a hundred and fifty men, at prefent untenanted 
by foldiery. ^ 

In this town w'ere three religious houfes and a hofpital. The grey friers, or Pran- 
eifeans, began a houfe here about 1240, which was enlarged by Edward 11 . and Roge^ 
Molendarius. The black friers, or Dominicans, • had another before the 1 3th of 
Edward I. whether founded by Sir Adam Say, or Henry Earl of Northumberland, is* 
doubtful. The wliite friers, or Carmelites, were ^ftablilhed here irl 1319, by Ed- 
ward II. and the Ciftertians had in the reign of King John A cell in this town de- 
pendent on a houlb in France, to which was given the church ,of St. Mary, wnJ 
certain lands, till the fuppreffion of the alien priories in the rci^n of Edward IV. 

• Ltland’s Itin. I. 6z.* f Herbert’s Heniy VIII. J liapin, II. j6. 

§ Wliitelock, S3. 133. 146, 147. 16?. • • -• 
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Leland* defcnbes t^li8 church as very magnificent ; with two towers at the weft end, 
and a great one in the centre. It was probably demoliftied in the civil wars, when Sir 
John Meldrum forced the royalifts inio the caftle ; for it lay too near that fortrefs to 
be fuffered to remain entire, to give ftielter to the enemy. The prefent church (the 
only one in the town) rofc fi om the ruins of the former. 

The town is large, built in form of a crefeent, on the fides of a fteep hill ; from 
whence the name, which (hews it to have exifted in Saxon times, Scareburg, or the 
Burg on a fear or cliff. Beneath the Couth fide of the caftle, is a large (lone pier 
(another is now building) which (liclters the (hipping belonging to the place. It is 
abfolutely without trade, yet has above ten thoufand inhabitants, moftly failors, and owns 
above three hundred fail of (liips, which are hired out for freight. In time of war 
government feldom has Icfs than a hundred in pay. 

In 1 359, the (hipping of this place was very inconddcrable ; for tO the naval arma- 
ment of that year made by Edward III. Scarborough contributed only one (hip and fix- 
teen mariners j when the following northern ports fent the numbers hero recited : 
Newcaftle - - 17 (Idps, 314 mariners. 

Barton on the Ilumbcr 3 30 

Grimlby - - 11 171 

Bofton - - 17 361 

Hull - - 16 , 382! 

Tlie range of buildings on the cliff commands a fine view of the caftle, town, and 
of innumerable ftiipping that are perpetually palling backward and forward on their 
voyages. The fpawj lies at the foot of one the hills, S. of the town ; this and the 
great conveniency of fea-bathing, occafion a vaft refort of comjxiny during fummer ; 
it is at that time a place of great gaiety, for with numbers health is the pretence, but 
diffipation the end. 

The (here is a fine hard fand, and during low water is the place where the company 
amufe themfclves with riding. This is allb the (i(h market ; for every day the cobles, 
or little filhing boats, are drawn on (hore here, and lie in rows, often quite loaden 
with variety of the bed fi(h. It is fuperfluous to repeat what has been before mentioned 
of the methods of filhing, being amply deferibed, Vol. 111 . of the Britilb Zoology ; yet 
it will be far from impertinent to point out the peculiar advantages of thefe feas, and the 
additional benefit this town might experience, by the augmentation of its filheries. 
For this account, and for numberjefs civilities I think myfelf much indebted to Mr. 
Tiavis, furgeon, who communicated to me the following remarks: 

“ Scarborough is fitiiated at the bottom of a bay, formed by Whitby ropk on the 
North, and Flamborough Head on the South : the town is feated directly oppolite to 
the centre of the W. end of the Dogger bank ; which end (according to Hammond’s 
chait of the North Sea) lic?s S. and by W., and N. and by E. ; but by a line drawn 
from Tinmoulh caftle, would lead about N. W. and S. E. Though the Dogger 
bank is therefore but twelve leagues from Flamborough. Head, yet it is fixteen and a 
half from Scarborough, twenty-three from Whitby, and thirty-fix from Tinmouth 
caftle. The N. fide of the bank ftretches off E. N. E. between, thirty and forty 
leagues, until it almoft joins to the Long-Bank, and Jutt’s Riff. 

c 

* Iiin. I« 6z, f MS. Hid. of Hull, m Lord Shelburne’s library* . 

X The waters are impregnated with purgative fait (glauher’s), a finail quantity of common fait, and of 
fleel. There arc tiwo wells, the faithed from the town is more purgative, and itstade more bitter ; the 
oth^ r jb mure chal) bcaCe, and its tailc 'more brifk and pungent. 1). H* 
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« It is to be remarked, that the fifliermen feldom find any cod, ling, or other 
round fifli upon the Dogger bank itfelf, but upon the floping edges and hollows con- 
tiguous to it. The top of the bank is covered with a barren fhifting fand, which af- 
fords them no fubfiftence ; and the water on it, from its ihallownefs, is continually fo 
agitated and broken, as to allow them no time to reft. The flat fifli do not fufl'er the 
fame inconvenience there ; for when difturbed by the motion of the fea, they flioltor 
themfelves in the fand, and find variety of fuitable food. It is true, the Dutch fifli 
upon the Dogger bank ; but it is alfo true they take little except foies, fkates, - thorn- 
backs, plaife, &c. It is in the hollows between the Dogger and the Well-bank, that 
the cod are taken which fupply London market. 

“ The Ihore, except at the entrance of Scarborough pier, and fomc few other 
places, is compofed of covered rocks, which abound with lobfters and crabs, and 
many other Iheir fifli, (no oyftcrs j) thence, after a fpace covered with clean fand, ex- 
tending in diftei;ent places from one to five or fix miles, the bottom, all the way to 
the edge of the Dogger bank, is a fear ; in fome places very rugged, rocky, and ca- 
vernous ; in others fmooth, and overgrown with a variety of fubmarine plants, mofles, 
corallines, &c. * Some parts again are fpread with fand and (hells ; others, for 
iliany leagues in length, with foft mud and ooz, furni/hed by the difeharge of the Tees 
and Ilumbcr. 

“ Upon an attentive review of thft whole, it may be clearly inferred, that the Chore 
along the coaft on the one hand, with the edges of the Dogger bank on the other, like 
the (ides of a decoy, give a direftion towards our fifliing grounds to the mighty (hoals of 
cod, and other fifti, which are well known to come annually from the Northern Ocean 
into our feas ; and fecondly, that the great variety of fifhing grounds near Scarbo* 
rough, extending upwards of lixteen lecigues from the (hore, aflbrd fecure retreats and 
plenty of proper food for all the various kinds of filh, and alfo fuitable places for each 
kind to depotit their fpawn in. , 

The filhery at Scarborough only employs 105 men, and brings in about 52 50I. per 
annum, a trifle to what it would produce, was there a canal from thence to Leeds and 
.Manchefter ; it is probable it would then produce above ten times that fum, employ 
fome thoufandsrof men, give a comfortable and cheap fubfiftence to our manufacturers, 
keep the markets moderately reafonable, enable our manufatturing towns to underfell 
oivr rivals, and prevent the hands, as is too often the cafe, raifing infiurreftions, ,in 
every year of fcarcity, natural or artificial.” , 

bi addition to the aboxe I add an extract of a letter from Mr. Travis, dated Dec. 2t, 
17 84, which flings more light on this interefting fubjeCl. The fiftiery is now on its de- 
cline. The profits of fmugglkig having tempted moll of the owners of cobles to quit 
their bufmefs, the number hero is reduced from thirty-five cobles to feven: At Robin 
Hood’s bay from forty-five to Teventeen, and in the faqje proportion along the coaft. 
At Scarborough are only filhermen to the number mentioned ; thofe ferve a regular, 
apprenticefliip, for it is a particular trade, and the ableft failors will not venture in a . 
coble in the ftream of the tide, where the beft filh only are taken. 

I’he claine to the tithe of filh is a great difeouragesnent ; the prefent worthy owner. 
Sir Charles Hotham Thompfon, does not demand it, but as the right has been confirmed 
by the courts of law^, no one dare venture to trull to what a fucccflbr may do. The 
cobles are not owned by the lilhers, but hired from the ale-houfe keepers af one (hil- 
ling and fix-pence per week, for the fear of the tithes prevents people of fubitance from 

* * * • 

1 met with on the (horcs near Scarborough, fma)! fragmenta of tfic true red coral. 

. eng.ngin£. 
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cn;^aging and fitting out large vclTels, with which alone a national fiflicry can be carried 
on. 

At prefent the Dutch engrofs all our lampreys for baits, and once a fortnight a veffcl 
fails from the Humber with a cargo to Holland. 'I'hus the Dutch fupply Ilollaiul, 
Germany, and even London illVlf, with cargoes of excellent filh. I refer the reatlcTS 
to niy Arctic Zoology, Suppl. p. 20,, or Introduction, Kd. 2d. p. Ixxix. for an account 
of this valuable fifhery ; and of a very unjufl attempt made by a lelfiih few to exclude the 
Dutch from fupplying our markets from their own coafls. 

On difcourling with fome very intelligent lifhermen, I was informed of a very fingu- 
lar phenomenon they annually obi'erve about the fpawning of fifh *. At the diftance of 
four or five leagues from Ihore, during the month of July and Auguft, it is remarked, 
that at the depth of fix or feven fa', hem from the furface, the water appears to be fatu- 
rated with a thick jelly, filled with tlie ova of filh, which reaches ten or twelve fathoms 
deeper : this is known by its adhering to the ropes the cobles anchor with, when they arc 
tilliing ; for they find thelirll fix or liven fathom of rope free from fpawn, the next ten 
or twelve covered with fliniy matter, the remainder again free to the bottom, 't hey liip- 
jiol'e this gelatinous 11 ulf to fupply the new-born Iry witli food, anil that it is all’o a pro- 
tedionto the fpawn, as being difagreeablc to the larger filh to fwim in. 

'1 here is great variety of lilh brought on Ihore. Bofidcs thofc deferibed as Britifii 
fith, were two fpecies of rays; the whip-i*ay has alio been taken hero, and another 
fpecic'S of weever ; but thcl'e are I'ubjeds, more proper to be referred to a fauna, than 
an itinerary, for a minute defeription. 

The following is a proof of the vail quantity of fifli that may be taken on this coall. 
On April 11, 1776, were taken in one tide, by one coble, 37 cods, 36 lings, 45 
holibuts, 3 turbots, bcfidcs a large quantity of Ikatcs and fmall lilh } which were fold 
for feven pounds. 

July loth left Scarborough, and palled over large moors to Robin Hood’s bay. On 
my road, obl'erved the vaft mountains of alum Hone, from which that fait is thus ex- 
tracted ; It is firll calcined in great heaps, which continue burning by its own phlogi- 
llon, after being wcllfeton fire by coals, for fix, ten, or fourteen months, according to 
the lizc of the heap, fome being equal to a fmall hill. It is then thro\.'n into pits and 
fteeped in water, to extract all the faline particles. The liquor is then run into other 
pits, where tljc vitriolic falls are precipitated by the addition of afolution of the fal fod.x*, 
prepared from kelp ; or by the -volatile alkali of Hale urine. The fupcrilous water 
being then evaporated duly by boiling in large furnaces, the iiquor is fet to cool ; and 
laltly, is poured into large calks, to cryftallizc. 

The alum works in this country arc of fome antiquity ; they were firll difeovered by 
Sir 'rhomas Chaloiicr, in the reign of Oueen Elizabeth, who obferving the trees tinged 
with an unufual colour, made .him fulpicious of its being owing ttffome mineral in the 
.neighbourhood. He found out that the llrata abounded with an aluminous fait. 

At that time the Englifli being llrangers to the method of managing it, there is a 
tradition that Sfr Thomas was obliged to feduce fome workmen from the Pope’s alum- 
woVks near R6nie, then the gaeateft in Europe. If one may judge from the curfc 
which his holinefs thundered out againftSir Thomas and the fugitives, he certainly was 
nota little enraged ; for he curfed by the very form that Emulphusf has left us, and 
not varied a tittle Vrom that moll comprehenfive of imprecations. 

• 

'• Mr. Ofoeck obfcMrcd tl.c fame ia S. Lat. 35,36, in his retu|n from China. The fcamcn call it the 
flovvciing of the water Vtil, 11 ^ 72. 

j Vide Tiiflram Shandy. 
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The firft pits were near Gilborough, the feat of the Chaloners*, who ftill flourifli 
there, notwithftanding his hoIinefs*s anathema. I’he works were fo valuable as to be 
deemed a royal mine. Sir Paul Pindar, who rented them, payed annually to the King 
i2,5^'ol., to the Earl of Mulgravc 1640I., to Sir William IVnnyman 600I. ; kept 
800 workmen in pay, and fold his alum at 26L per ton. But this monopoly was dc- 
ftroyed on the deatli of Charles I. and the right roflored to the proprietors. • 

In thefe alum rocks are frequently found cornua ammonis, and other foflils, lodged in 
a l^ony nodule. Jet is fomelimes met with in thin flat pieces, externally of the appear- 
ance of wood. According to Solinus, Britain was famous for this foflil *. 

I'he fands near Robin Hood’s village, were covered with fiTh of fcvcral kinds, and witli 
people who met the cc^^les in order to purchafe their cargo: theolace feemed as il a 
great fiflifair had been held there ; fomc wciv carrying oft* their bargains, others bufied 
ill curing the fifli : and a little out at fca was a fleet of cobles and fivc-mcn boats, and 
otliers, arriving.to difeharge the capture of the preceding tides f. There are 36 of the 
firil bcloning to this little place. The houfes here make a grotefque appearance, are 
fcattered over the fact? of a ilcep clilfin a very ftrange manner, and fill every projecting 
ledge, one above another. In the fame manner as thole of the pcalanisin tiie rocky parts 
of China. Sand’s End, Ruiuvick, and Staithes, three other fifliing towns on this coaft, 
are f as I am told) built in the fame manner. 

1 he country through this day’s joui*ncy was hilly, the coaft high. Reach 
Whitby, called by the Saxons, Streaneihalch, or the bay of the light-lioufe, a large 
town oddly fitiiated between two liills, with a narrow channel running through the mid- 
dle, extending about a mile farther up the vale, where it widens, and forms a bay. The 
two parts of the town are joined by a good draw bridge, for the conveniency of letting 
the Ihippingl^afs. . From this are often taken the ^iviparous Blenny, whole back-bone 
is as green as that of the fea needle. The river that forms this harbour is the Efk, but 
its waters are very inconfiderable when the tide is out. Here is a pretty brilk trade in 
fhip-building ; but except that, a fmall manufafture of fail-cloth, and the hiring of 
fliips, as at Scarborough, like that town, it has fcarce any commerce. It is computed, 

. then' are about 270 fliips belonging to this place. Of late, a.i attempt has been made 
to have a lhai oiri the Greenland fifh?ry ; four fliips were font out, aUvl had very good 
fuccefs. 'Ehere aiT very good dry docks towards the end of the harbour ; and at the 
moutli a mod beaulilul pier. At this place is the firft falrnon-fifhery on jhe coaft 
In 1394 prodigious flioals of herrings appeared ofl^ this port, which occalioiicd a taft 
rcTort of foreigners, wlvo bought up, cured the fifh, and exported them to the great 
injury of. the natives. To prevent which, the King ilTucd a proclamaiion, direclej to 
the bailifl's of St. Hilda’s church, requiring them to put a flop to thofe practices J. 

On the hill above the vS. fide of the town is a fine ruin of St. Hilda’s ghurch. The 
fite was given to tlftit faint by Ofwy, King of Northumberland, about A. D. <157 ; 
poflibly in confequence of a vow lie made to found half a dozen monafteric^, and make 
liis daughter a nun, fliould heaven favour his arms. At this place was held, before 
King Ofwy, the celolirateil conlrovcrfy about the proper feafon for k’tjeping uf Eafter*. 
Archbifliop Colman fupported one opinion from traditions, which* the Britons®h:ui 
of tlie example of Sf John the Evangelift ; and Wilfrid, on tht contrary, drew his ar- 

• ^ • 

^ Ga^l^atcs hie plurimus rftimufque c/i lapis : Ji theorem requlras^ nigro gemmeus : Ji naluram aqt/a anLt^ ch) 

9 e'ii:i-u]tur : ft pot r/t ate m attritu calefaflus applicita Jetinet^ atque fuccitium. C. xxii. 

i Vroni licucc the fith arccuiiicd in maeliincs to Doiby, I.itchlicld, Birmingham, and Worcefter : the 
towns which lie beyond the lail are fiioplitd from the Well of England. 

I R) mer’tf Ejedcra, VII. 7S8. 
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guments From the praQice of St. Peter, on whom the catholic, church was founJeJ, and 
to whom wore committed the kej's of heaven. Olwy demanded of Colman, whether 
this was true? who confcfl'ed it was. “ Then,” fays IHsMajelly, “I will never con- 
tradidl the porter of heaven, left I fuft'er by his refentment, when I apply for ad- 
iniflion St. Hilda founded a convent here for men and women, dedicated it to St. 
Peter,. and became the firft abbcis -}-. This cftablilhmcnt was ruined by the excurhous 
of the Danes ; but aftei' the conqueft, was rebuilt, and filled with Benedidines, by 
William de Percy, to whom the lordfhip was given by Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chefter, 
nephew to the conqueror. In lefs enlightened times it was believed that not a wild 
goofe dared to fly over this holy ground, and if it ventured, was fure to fall precipi- 
tate, and perilh in the attempt. 

Went about two miles along the fliore, then turned up into the country, a black 
and dreary moor ; obferved on the right a vaft artificial mount, or ' tumulus, called 
Freeburgh Hill. 

At the end of this moor, about three miles from Gilborough, is a beautiful view’ over 
the remaining part of Yorkfhire, towards Durham, Hartlepool, and the mouth of the 
Tees, which meanders through a very rich trad. iTte country infiantly aflTumes a new 
face ; the road lies between moft delightful hills, finely wooded, and the little vales 
betw'ecn them very fertile: on fome of the hills are the marks of the firft alum works, 
which were difeovered by Sir Thomas Chaloner. 

Gilborough, a fmall town, pleafantly fituated in a vale furrounded at fome diftance 
hills, and open on the eaft to the fea, which is about five miles diftant. It is certainly a 
delightful fpot ; but I cannot fee the rcafon why Camden compares it to Puteoli. Here 
'W'as once a priory of the canons of the order of St. Auftin, founded by Robert de Bru.s, 
1129, after the diflblution granted by Edw'ard VI. to the Chaloners: a very beautiful 
caft window of the church is ftill remaining. This priory was alto embattled or fortified 
in 1375, by permifllon of Edward III. Its revenue, according to Speed, was 713I. 6s. 
66. ; according to Dugdale, 6281. 3s. 4d. The town has at prefent a good manufadlure 
of fail-cloth. 

The country continues very fine quite to the banks of the Tees, a confiderablc river, 
which divides Yorkfhire from the bifhoprick of Durham. After travelling 109 miles 
in a flraight line through the firft, enter Durham, eroding the river on a very handfome 
bridge or five arches, the battlements neatly pannclled with ftone ; and reach 

Stockton, lying on the Tees in form of a crefeent : a handfome town ; a corporation 
by prefeription, governed by a mayor, recorder, and fix aldermen ; and is one of the 
four ward towns of the county. The principal ftreet is remarkably fine, being 165 
feet broad ) and feveral leflTer ftreets run into it at right angles. In the middle of the 
great ftreet .are neat fhamblcs, a town-houfe, and large aflembly-room. There 
is befides a large fquare, in which is a handfome Doric column thirty-three feet high, 
^bout a century ago, according to Anderfon, it had fcarce a houfe that was not made 
of clay and thatch ; but is now a<floui ifhing jdacc, having rofe on the decay of trade 
'at Yariun. Its* manufafture is a fmall one of fail-cloth ; and great quantities of com, 
and lead (from’the mineral parts <?/ the country) are fent oft'from hence by commiffion. 
As the river does not admit of large vefltls as high as the town, thofe commodities are 
fen< down to be (hipped about three miles lower. The port is 4 member of that of 
Newcaftl#, and has its cuftom houfe and proper officers. The town lies at the diftance 
of fix miles from the bar ; and (he tide flows above eight miles above the bridge. 

I 

• Bede, Hift. Etfcl. lib* ili. c. f Ofway wa* properly the founder. 

• Stockton 
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Mocklon was anciently a rhapelry belonging to Norton, which by l-Nigth ol'iimr’ l).>. 
e inic ruinous, arul too fmall for the increafing inhabitants, in 1 7 1 o, a now ciun cli was 
begup by Iiibfcription ; in 1712, it was confccrated by bifliop Crew ; aiul, in 171.^, thr 
place, by act of parliament, was made a diftinct parilh from Norton. 

In 1721, a charity-fchool was begun by voluntary fubfeription, wliir;h fuccec Jcd fo 
well as to maintain at prefent a mafter, milirefs, and forty boys^and girls. 

On the wejj: fide of the town Hood the caflle, founded (as fomo fay) by King Stephen; 
according to others, by John. It is reported to have been a llrong and elegant builil- 
ing, having been the fummer refidence of the bifhop of niirham. '^I'radirion fays, that. 
King John was entertained here by bifliop Poiclicrs ; and at this place figned the cliartci 
ofNewcalllo. Bilhoji I’arnliam died here, in 1257. Bilhop flellow improved and 
made great additions to the caftlc ; and here bifliop Morton took refuge when he fled 
from the Scots, in the beginning of the troubles of Charles I. It W'as fold by order of 
paidianient, in»iC.y, for 6165I., demolilhed, and the materials difpofed of ; what re- 
mained, is at prefent converted into a barn. The demefne lands belong to the bifliop, 
and are fet for 600I. a year. 

, In 1762, an aft paflbd for building a bridge acrofs the Tees, to form a conimunica- 
tion with Cleveland, which was finiflicd in April 1769. Its breadth is eighteen feet, 
that of the middle arch feventy-two, three inches ; the two next fi.xty ; the two others 
forty-four. The expcncc of building it was eight thoufand pounds. 

'I'ho falmon fiflicry is ncglcdted here, for none are taken but what is necclfary to fup- 
ply the country. Smelts conic up the river in the winter-time. 

Norton, before mentioned, lies on the way to Durham, at a fmall diflance from 
Si nekton. Hero had been an ancient collegiate church, founded before the year 1227*. 
for eight prebendaric-s, or portionills, in the patronage of the bifliops of Durham. The 
country from the Tecs to Durham is flat, very fertile, and much inclofeJ. Towards 
tlio welt is a fmo view of its highlands. Thcfe hills arc part of that vail ridge which 
coiiiniencos in the north, and deeply divide this portion of the kingdom ; and on that 
account are called by Camden the Appenines of England. 

'I’lie approach to Durham is rom^tic, through a deep hollow, clothed on each fuL* 
witli wood. The city is pretty large, but the buildings old. Part arc on a plain, pari 
(.11 the fide of a lull. 'Hie abby, or cathedral, and the caftle, where the bifliop lives, 
when he rrfides here, are on the fumniit of aclifl', w bofe foot is waflied ®n two lides bv 
the river Were. The walks on the oppofitc banks arc very beautiful, and well kept. 
I’liey are cut through riio wood, impend over the river, and receive a venerable im- 
provement from the call le and ancient cathedral, which foar above. 

The laft is very old f ; plain without, and fupportod within by iiiafly pillars, deeply 
engraved w ith lozeiigc-like figures, and zig- zag furrows : others arc plain*, 'rhe Ijcreen 
to the choir is \voo*d covered with a coarfo carving. The choir near, but without or- 
nament. * • 

'i'ho chaptor-houfe fccnis very ancient, and is in tfie form of a theatre. ’I'lic cloillefs 
large and handfome. All the monuments arc defaced, except that of bifliopTlattdd. 
'I'lie prebcndal houfes are very plcafantly fituated, arfU have a fine view backwards. 

There are two handfome bridges over the*\Verc to the wallcs; and a third covered 
with houfes, which join the two parts of the town. This river produces ialmon, trout, 
roach, dace, minow', loche, bulhead, fticklcbacks, tiniprcy, the lefler lamprey, c'els, 
fmelt, and i'amlct. • 'i'he .lalt, before they go oil' to fpaw'u, are obferved to be covered 

• • . • • ’* 

•Tanner 115. t *09Ji*hy bifliop* Wflliam dc Carikpho. 

VOX,, in. D * - - VM-.j; 
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with a white <(111110 : they are called here rack-riders, bccaufo they appear in winter, or 
had weather : rack, in the En;fli(Ii of Sliakcfpcarc’s days, figfiifyin^j the driving of the 
clouds by teinpefts, a word (till retained here. 

'Flint wliirh now a horfe, even with a thought 
The lack diflimnn, and makes it indilUnCl 
As water is In water. 

Antony and Cleo^ .\tr a, Act I\", 

Tlierc is no inconfiderablc manufacture at Durham of (lialloons, tatiimie!-', (Irlpos, 
and calleniancoos. I had heard on my road many complaints of the ecelcnalUcal go- 
vernnioat this country is fubjeft to ; but from the general face of the country, it feems 
to thrive wonderfully under it. 

July 21. Saw Coken, the feat of Mr. Car ; a mod romantic fituatioii, laycd out with 
great judgment : the walks are very extenfive, principally along the fides or at the bot- 
tom of deep dells, bounded with vaft precipices, finely w’ooded ; and many parts of the 
rocks are planted with vines, which 1 was told bore well, but late. The river Were 
winds along the hollows, and forms two very fine reaches at the place where you enter 
thefe walks. Its waters are very clear, and its bottom a folid rock. The view tovvardri 
the ruins of Finchal-abby is remarkably great ; and the walk beneath the cliff has a mag- 
nificent folemnity, a fit retreat for its monaftic inhabitants. This was once called the 
Defert, and was the rude fccne of the auftcritics of St. Godric, who carried them to the 
moll fcnlolefs extravagance *. A fober mind may even at prefent be affoded with 
horror, at the profpeds from the fummits of the cliffs into a darkfome and ftupendous 
chafin, rendered dill more tremendous by the roaring of the waters over its diflanc 
bottom. 

Paffed through Chc(ler-le-Strect, a fmall town, near which is Lumlcy-caftle, the feat 
of the Earl of Scarborough. The trad from Durham to Newcaftlc was very beautiful; 
the riiings gentle, and prettily wooded, atid the views agreeable; that on the border;; 
remarkably fine, there being, from an eminence not far from the capital of Northum- 
berland, -all extenfive view of a rich country, watered by the coaly Tyne. Go througfi 
Gatediead, crol's the bridge, and enter 

Newcaftlc, a large town, divided from the former by the river, and both fides very 
llcep ; the lower parts very dirty and difagreeable. The fides of the river arc inha- 
bited by kcclmen and their families, a mutinous race ; for which rcafon this town is 
always garrifoned ; in the upper parts are feveral handfome well-buik ftrccts. 

The great bufinefs of the place is the coal trade. The collieries lie at different dif- 
tances, from five to eighteen miles from the river ; and the coal is brought down hi 

waggons along rail roads, and difeharged from covered buildings at the edge of the 

« 

. • St. Goclrio was born at Walpole, in Norfolk, and being an itinerant merchant, got acquainted with 
St. Cuthbert at Farn ifland. He made thve pilgrimages to Jerufalcm ; at leiigih was wamed by a viiion 
to fettle in jhc tlcfert of Finchal. He lived an hermitical life there during 63 years, and pradifed unh'.ard- 
of aoleriti-s ; he wr^re an iron ihirl next hi.s fkin day and nighty and wore out three : he mingled aflu s with 
the !lour he r.ndt his bread of; and, left it ftiould then be too good, kept it three or four months before he 
vn.tiir(.d to eat it. In wintef, as well as fummer, he palled whole nights, up to his chin in water, at hisde- 
MJil'iii'?. Like St. Artoiiy, lie was often hunted by tknds in various lhapes ; fometimes in form of heau- 
tifiil damff fo was viited with evil concupifccnce, which he cured by rolling naked among thorns and 
briars . his body grew ulcerated ; but,^^t . cncrcafe his pain, be poured fait into the wounds ; wrought 
iiiaoy milage '., and died 1 170. Ihitannia facra, 304. About ten years after his ^dcceafe, a Bciicdidino 
rrior.v of ihiiletii ii.ei.ks Wu3 founded there in his honour, by Hugh Pudfe-y, biihop of Durham. 
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water into the keels or boats that are to convey it on fliipboard. Tlicfe boafs are ftronir, 
clunify, and round, will carry about 2510ns each} !.'!iietinics are navigntid witli a 
Jquare fail, but generally are worked with two vafl oars. No lliips of large burihcn 
come* up as high asNcwcalllc, but are obliged to lie at Shield ', a lew mil . s doa i’ tl;e 
river, where flage coaches go thrice every day for tlie convenieney C'f palleng ’r;-. 'i ids 
country is moll remarkably populous ; Ncwcallle with Gatelhead eontaiii.; near *50,00 '> 
inhabitants; and there arc at leall 400 fail of lliips belonging to that town and it.> port. 
The cll'efl of*thc vail commerce of this place is very apparent for many miles round ; 
the country is finely cultivated, and bears a mod thriving and ojnilent afpgft. 

July 1 3. i.eft Newcallle ; the country in general Hat ; paif. d by a large llonc column 
with three dials on thacapital, with fevcral feripture texts on the 1 ; ies, here called Pigg’s 
Tolly, from the founder. 

A few miles further is Stannington»bridgc, a pleafant village. Morpeth, a fmall town 
with a neat town-houfe, and a tower for the bell near it. Some attempt was made a 
few years ago to introduce the Mancheftcr manufaclnrc, but without fuccefs. Camden 
informs us, that the inhabitants reduced their town to allies, on the approach of King 
John, A. D. 1216, out of^ure hatred to their monarch, in order that lie might not find 
any Ihelter there. But the Chronicle of Mclros, p. 190, aUigns a more rational caufe, 
by faying that the barons of the country dcltroycd both their own towns and the Handing 
corn, in order to diltrefs the king them on his march to punilli their revolt. 

'I'he callle was featod on a fnijill eminence. The remains are little more than the 
gateway tower. This fortrefs was built by William Lord Gray Hock, in the year 1558, 
It appears to have been entire in the days of Lcland, and at that time in the polTcilion 
of Lord Dacres *, who derived his right from his marriage with Elizabeth Baronefs of 
Grayllock ; and in the time of Oucen Elizabeth, was conveyed into the family of the 
prefent Earl of Carlille, by the marriage of a daughter of Thomas Lord Dacrcs witli 
Lord William Howard of Naworth f. 

Between Morpeth and Felton, on the right fide of the road, Hands Cockle Tower, an 
ancient bordcr-houfc of the larger fize, fortified as the liid neceflity of the times required. 
Mr. Grofe tells us, that in the time of fidward 1 . it belonged to the Bertrams of Mitl'ord, 
perfons of much property in this county. 

This place gavc'liirth to William Turner, as Dr. Fuller cxprelTes it, an excellent 
Latinill, Grecian, orator, and poet ; he might have* added polemic divine, champion 
and fufl'erer in the protcHant caufe, phyfician and nAturalill. His botanic writings arc 
among the firlt we had, and certainly the bcH of them ; and his criticifms on the birds 
of AriHofle an<l Pliny are very judicious. He was the firH who flung any light on thofe 
fubjeds in our ifland ; therefore dames from a naturaliH this tribute to his memory J. 

Felton, a pleafant village on*the Coquet, which, feme few miles lower, difeh^rges 
itfelf into the foa, oppofitc to a fmall ifle of the fame na 4 ne, remarkable for the multi- 
tildes of water-fowl that refort there to breed. At Felton, the barons of Northunibcr-> 
land did homage to Alexander II. King of Scotland, in 1216, in tlic reign of King 
Johns. Coquet ifland was a place of arms for the royal party in the tiipe oi Cfiarles 1 ., 
but was taken by the Scots, in 1643, with much booty of ammunition and cattle. 

Near Felton, I bad a dillant view of WarRworth caHle, in old times the feat of^the 
Claverings, by defeent from Roger Fitz- Richard, to whom it was grafted by IJcnry II. || 
Mr. Grofe’s elegant defign of it makes me regret I did ^ot take a nearer view. 

• 

♦ Lelaiul Itin. vii. 62. f He was born m the rcfgii ’of Henry yilf. died in 1 56^. 

t Wallis, ii. 299, % Wallis, •». 356. if Mem, 351, 
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At Alnwick, afmall town, the traveller is clifappointccl with the fitualion of the cn- 
viro!is of the cadic, the rcfidcnce of the Percies, the ancient l'’arl8 of Northiimbcrlanil. 
You look in vain for any marks of the grandeur of the feudal age ; for trophies won by 
u family eminent in our annaJs for military prowefs and deeds of chivalry ; for halls 
hung with helms and hauberks, or with the fpoils of the chacc ; for extenfive forells 
ami venerable' oaks. You look in vaki for the helmet on thetovyer, the ancient fignal 
of hofpitaliiy to the traveller, or the grey-headed porter to conduft him to the hall of 
entertainment. 'I'ho numerous train, whofe countenances gave welcome to him on his 
way, are now yo more ; and inflead of the difinterefted uflier of the old times, he is at- 
tendt^d bv a valet eager to receive the fees of admittance. 

'I’liere is a vail grandeur in the appearance of the outHde of the caftlc ; the towers 
magnificent, but injured by the numbers of rude (latues crowded on the battlements. 
'1 he apart inents are large, and lately finilhed in the Gothic ftyle with a moll incompa- 
tible elegance. The gardens arc equally inconfiftent ; trim to the higbefl; degree, and- 
more adapted to a villa near London, than the ancient feat of a great baron. In a word, 
nothing, excepting the numbers of uninduftrious poor that fvvarm at the gate, excites 
any one idea of its former circumllances. 

William Ty^^^'L ^ noble Saxon, baron of Alnwick, fell on the fide of Harold at the 
battle of I ladings. The conqueror beftowed his daughter and fortune on Ivo de Vefei . 
In 1310, a natural fon of one of his defeendants was left under the guardiaufliip of 
Antony Poke, bilhop of Durham, who betrayed his truft, and fold this barony to Henry 
I.ord ikrey. The cadle underwent two memorable fieges. In 1093, by Malcolm III. 
of Scotland, who, with his fon lidward, loft their lives before it ; and in 1 174, Wil- 
liam L, after a fruitlefs liege, was defeated and taken prifoner near the fame place. 

The abby lay a little north of the town : nothing is left but the fine fquare gateway. 
It was founded by F.udacc Fitz-John, in 1147, for Premonflratenfian canons *, and at 
the diflblution fiipportcd thirteen, whofe revenues were about i pci. a year. 

A Itagc further is Belford, the feat of Abraham Dixon, F.fq., a modern houfe ; the 
front has a moll beautiful fimplicity in it ; the grounds improved as far as the art of 
hufbandry can reach ; the plantations large and flourilhing : a new and neat town, in- 
ftcad of the former wretched cottages •, and an indultrious race, inftead of an idle poor, 
at prelent fill the eftatc. 

On an eminence on the fca-coaft, about four miles from Belford, is the very ancient 
caftle of Bamborough, founded by Ida, firft king of the Northumbrians, A. D. 548. It 
was called by the Saxons, Bebbanburh t, in honour of Bebba, Ida's queen. It was at 
firll furrounded with a wooden fence, and afterwards with a wall. It had been of great, 
ftrength ; the hill it is founded on is exceflively fteep ou all fides, and accelfible only 
by flights of Heps on the fouth-eaft. The ruins are ftill ronfiderable, but many of them 
now filled with fand, caught up by the winds which rage here with great violence, and 
■carried to very dillant places. 'I'hc remains of a great hall are very fingular ; it had 
been warmed by^ two firc-placcs of a vail fize, and from the top of every window run 
a flue, like that of a chimney, which reached the fummits of the battlements. Thefe 
flues feem defigned as fo many fufft*rnumerary chimneys, to give vent to the fmoke that 
the immenfe fires of thole hofpitable times filled the room.s with : halls fmoky, but filled 
■with' good cheer, v^ore in thole days thoifght no inconvenience. Tkus ray brave coun- 
tryman H.nvel ap Rys, when his enemies had fired his houfe about his ears, told his 
people to rife and defend thcmfelvcs like men : “ For (hamc, for he had knownc there 
as greale a linoake in that hall Upon a Chriftmas even |.” 

• Tani.(.r, 933. Saxon C!ir. 19. j. Hlft. Gwedir family, 118. 

Bamborough 
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Bamborougli village is now very inconfulcrabK\ It once was a royal borough, and 
fent two members : it was even honoured with the name of'a fliire, which gave name to a 
large trad extending fouthward. It had all’o three religious foundations : a houfc of friers 
preachers founded by Henry 111., a cell of canons regular, of St. Auflin, and a hofpital. 

Thiscaftle, and the manor belonging to it, was once the property of the rorlters ; 
but (on the forfeiture of 'I homas Forller, Efq. in 1715 ) purchaf.d by Lord Jllrew , 
bilhop of Durham, and with other cunfiderablc eftates, left veiled in truftecs, to b(^ 
applied to unConfinod charitable ufes. Three of thefe trufiecs are a majority ; one of 
them makes this place his refidencc, and blcffes the coafl by his judicious and Immanc. 
application of the prelate’s generous bequeft. He has repaired and rendered habitable 
the great Norman fquare tower : the part referv'ed for himfelf and family is a large hal! 
and a few fmallcr apartments ; but the reft of the fpacious edifice is allotted for pur- 
pofes which make the heart to^low with joy when thought of. 'J'he upper part is an 
ample granary, from whence corn is difpenfed to the poor without diftindion, even in 
the dearell time, at the rale of four (liillings a bufhcl ; and the diftrefled, for many miles 
round, often experience the conveniency of this benefadion. 

Other apartments are litted up for the reception of Ihipwrcckcd failors ; and bed- 
ning is provided for thirty, Ihoulcl fuch a number happen to be caft on fhore at the fame 
time. A conftant patrole is kept every ftormy night along this tempeftuous coall for 
above eight miles, the length of the manor, by which means numbers of lives have been 
preferved. Many poor wretches are often found on the fliore in a ftatc of infenfibility ; 
but by timely relief are foon broujjht to themfelvcs. 

It often happens, that Ihips ftrike in fuch a manner on the rocks as to be capable of 
relief, in cafe numbers of people could be fuddenly aflcmblcd : for that purpofe a can- 
non * is fixed on the top of the tower, which is fired once, if the accident happens in 
fuch a quarter ; twice, if in another ; and thrice, if in fuch a place, liy thefe fignals 
the country people are direded to the fpot they are to fly fto ; and by this means 
frequently proferve not only the crew, but even the veflel ; for machines of dillerent 
kinds are always in rcadinefs to heave fhips out of their perilous fituation. 

In a word, all the fehemes of this worthy truftee have a humane and ufeful tendency : 
he feeins as if /cledcd from his brethren for the fame purpofes as Spenfer tells us tlie 
firft of his feven baadfmen in the houfc of holincfl'e was. 

The fird of t’.cm, that elJcd was and bed. 

Of all the hoiife had charge and gov&nimenf, 

A s guai'tli.in and deward of the red : 

His office was to give entertaintment 
And lodging unto all that came and went : 

Not unto fuch as could him fcad againe 
And douMy unite for that he on them fpent ; 

But fuch as want of harbour did condraiuc ; 

Thofe, for Gob’s fake, his dewty was to entertaine f . 

• 

•• Oppofite to Bamborougli lie the Farn iftands, which form two grolipes of little iflc*'. 
and rocks to the number of foventeen, but at loww^ater the points bf others apfiear 
above the furface j they are all diftinguiflied by particular names. The ncart ft ifle to the 
fhore is that callcd*thc Houfe Ifland, which liefs exactly one mile fixty-ciglu chains from 
the coaft : the moft diftant is about feven or eight miles. They are Vented far 1 61. per 
• 

* Once bclonginj^ lo a Dutch frigate of forty guns ; ^\hIc]l, wuh all ihv; crew, was loft oppofiie to t!:e 
cniUc about fixty years ago, • • 

\ The Rev. Thomas bharpe, 13. D. 
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annum ; ibflr produce is kelp, fomc fuw feathers, and a few fcals, which the tenant 
watches and fimots for the fake of the oil and Ikins. Some of them yield a little grafs, 
and ferve to leed a cow or two, which the people arc defperate enough to tranfporl over 
in their little boats!. 

July 1 5. Vifitod thefe iflands in a coble, a fafe but fccmingly hazardous fpecies of boat, 
longjjiarrow, and llat-bottomed, wliich is capable of going through a high fea, dancing 
like a cork on the fummils of the waves. 

Touched at the rock called the Meg, whitened with the dung of erfrvorants which 
almoll covered it; their nells were large, made of tang, and exccllivcly foetid. 

Rowed next to the Pinriacles, an illand in the farthefl groupe; fo called from foine 
vad columnar rocks at the fouth end, even at their lides, and flty, at their tops, and en- 
tirely covered with guillemots and fliags : the fowlers pafs from one to the other of 
tliel'e columns by means of a narrow board, which they place from top to top, forming 
a narrow bridge, over fuch a horrid gap that the very fight of it ftrikes one with horror. 

Landed at a fmall ifland, where we found the female eider ducks* at that time fitting : 
the lower part of their nefts w'as made of fea-plants ; the upper part was formed of the 
clown which they pull oft" their own breafts, in which the eggs were fuirounded and 
warmly bedded : in fome were three, in others five eggs, of a large fize, and pale olive 
colour, as fmooth and glolfy as if varnifhed over. I'he nefts are built on the beach, 
among the loofe pebbles, not far from the watep. The ducks fit very clofe, nor will 
they rife till you almoft tread on them. The drakes feparate thcmfclves from the fe- 
males during the breeding feafon. We robbed a few of their nefts of the down, and 
after carefully feparating it from the tang, found that the dow'n of one neft weighed only 
three quarters of an ounce, but was fo elaftic as to fill the crown of the largeft hat. The 
people of this country call thefe St. Cuthbert’s ducks, from the faint of the illands 1 . 

liefides thefe birds, I oblerved the following ; pufiins, here called torn noddies, auks, 
here Ikouts, guillemots, black guillemots, little auks, lliiel ducks, fliags, corvorants, 
black and white gulls, brown and white gulls, herring gulls, ivhich I was told fed fome- 
times on eggs of other birds, common gulls, here annets, kittiwakes or tarrocks, pewit 
gulls, great terns, fea pies, fea larks, here brokets, jackdaws which breed in rabbet-holes, 
rock pidgeons, rock larks. ' • 

The terns ivere fo numerous, that in fome places it was diflicuK to tread without 
crulhing fome of the eggs. 

The liill ifle I vifited was the IToufc Ifland, the fcqueftered fpot where St. Cuthbert 
pafled the two laft years of his lifel Here was afterwards eftablilhed a priory of Bene- 
dldines lor fix or eight monks fubordinate to Durham. A fquarc tower, tlic remains 
of a church, and fome other buildings, arc to be fecn there Hill ; and a ftonc coflin, 
which, it is pretended, was that of St. Cuthbert. At tlj^c north end of the ifle is a deep 
chafBi, from the top to the bottom of the rock, communicating 'to the fea, through 
which, in icmpefluous weather, the water is forced with vaft violence and noife, and 
forms a finest'/ d’eau of fixty fcctthlgh : it is called by the inhabitants of the oppofite 
coaft thq Churn# 

Reached ftiorc through a moft t;jrbulent rippling, occafioncd by the fierce current of 
the tides between the ilknds and the coaft, 

* Vide Zool. ik No. 271. I have been infortned that they alfo breed on Inch-Colm, in the Firth 
of Forth. , 

f I m\i(l here aCf iiowledge my obligations to Jofeph Bank.i, Kfij. who, previous to his circumnavigation, 
libcVallv permitted my artilt tertake copies of his valuable collc^ion of Zoologic drawings ; amongd others, 
thofe 0? the eider dueirs. * 

July 
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July 17. Purfued my journey northward. Saw at a diftance the Cheviot hills; 
on which, I was informed, the green plovers breed ; and that, during winter, flocks in- 
numerable of the great bramblings, or fnow-flakes, appear ; the moll fouthern place 
of their migration in large companies. 

The country almoft woodlefs, there being but one wood of any confequcnce between 
Bedford and Berwick. Saw on the left another antient tower, which Ihcwed the'cha- 
rafler of the times, when it was unhappily neceflary, on thefe borders, for every houl'e 
to be a fortrefs. 

On the right, had a view of the fea, and, not remote from the land of Lindesfarn, 
or Holy Ifland, once an cpifcopal feat, afterwards tranflated to Durham. (Jn it are 
the ruins of a cadle and a church. Mr. Grofe has given an entertaining and ample 
hiftory of the place : and has informed me, that the ruins are fine remains of the Saxon 
mafl'y architedture. Its firfl bifiiop was Aidan in 635. In forne parts of the iflatid are 
abundance of entsochi, which are called by the country people St. Cuthbert’s beads. 

After a few miles riding, have a full view of Berwick, and the river 'rweed wind- 
ing weftward for a confiderable way up the country ; but its banks are without any par- 
ticular charms *, being almoft woodlefs. The river is broad, and has over it a bridge 
of fixteen very handfome arches, cfpecially two next the town. 

Berwick is fortified in the modem way ; but is much contradled in its extent to 
what it was formerly ; the old caftle and works now lying at fome diftance beyond the 
prefent ramparts. The barracks .are large, and confift of a center and two wings. 
On the ceflion of this place, as one of the fecurities ior the payment of the ranfom of 
William I. of Scotland, (according to the Polychronicon of Durham, quoted by 
Camden) the caftle (now a ruin) was built by Henry II. That politic prince knew 
^ the importance of this key to the two kingdoms. I imagine it had been little under- 
ftood before the reign of his illuftrious prifoner : for about feventy years preceding, 
.Edgar, one of his predcceflbrs, had prcfcnted this place, with the lands of Coldingham, 
to the abby of Durham f. From the time of its ceifton to the Scots by Richard 1 . 
it for near three centuries became an objeft of contention betw'een the two nations : 
but in 1482, the laft year of Edward kV., was finally wrefted from Scotland. By a 
convention between Edward VI. and the Qu^en Regent J, it was declared a free town, 
if fo it could be called, while the garrifon and caille remained in the power of the 
Englifli. James I. of England confirmed to it the privileges granted to it by*Edward IV. 
it remained a place independent of both kingdoms, under its proper jurifdiclion, till 
1 747, when the legiflaturc annexed it to England. The lands belonging to it, or 
what are called Berwick Bounds, are about 8 : 00 acres. 

The religious had five convents, ail founded by the Scottifh monarchs. Here were 
Mathurines, Dominicans, and PJrancifeans, and two nunneries, one of Benedictines, 
another of Ciftertians^. The church was built by Cronwell, and, according to the 
j'pirit of the builder, w’ithout a ftecple. Even in Northumberland, (towards th.e bor- 
ders) the llecples grow Icfs and lefs, and as it were forewarned the trayellcr that he 
was fpeedily to take leave of cpifcopacy. The town-hoafe has a large and hanSfome 
modern tower to it : the ftreets in general arc narrot'O^ and bad, /jxcept that in w Inch 
the town-houfc (lands. * 

Abundance of wo6l Is exported from this town ; eggs in vaft tibundan^e cof- 
Ictted through all the country, almoft as far as Carliile : they are packed up in 

♦ Tlif beautiful banks oT the Tweed verify the old fong fnnii Mclros lo Caldft.rcnm. 

•J* Andcrroii’s Diploiiu No. IV. • .| Ry.vtr. XV. jCj. • 

§ Keith, 2{j. 270. 274. 2S0. .ito. 

boxes 
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boxes, with the thick end downwards, and arc fent to London foi* tlie life of fugar 
refiners. 

The falmon fiflicrics here are very confiderable, and likewife bring in-vaft fums; 
they lie on I'ach fide the river, and are all private property, except thofe belonging to 
the dean and chapter of Durham, which, in rent and tythe of fifli, bring in 450I. per 
ann. lor all the other filheries are liable to tythe. I’he common rents of thofe are 
50I. a year, for which tenants have as much flinre as ferves to launch out and.draw 
tlieir nets on fliore : the limits of each are flaked ; ami 1 obferved that the filhers never 
failed going as near as polTible to their neighbour’s limits. One man goes off in a 
finall flat-bottomed boat, fquare at one end, and taking as large a circuit as his net ad- 
mits, brings it onllioreat t he extremity of his boundary, where others aflill in landing 
it. 'Lhe beft fiflicry is on the fouth fide * : very line falmon trout are often taken here, 
which come up to fpawn from the fea, and return in the fame manner as the falmon do. 
'1 he chief import is timber from Norway and the Baltic. 

Almoft immediately on leaving Berwick, enter 

SCOTLAND, 

in the fliire of Merch, or Mersf. A little way from Berwick, on the weft, is Ilalydon- 
hill, famous for the overthrow of the Scots under the regent Douglas by Edward II. 
on the attempt of the former to raife the fiege of the town. A cruel adion blafled 
the laurels of the conqueror : Seton, the deputy governor J, flipuluted to furrender in 
fifteen days, if not relieved in that time, and gave his fon as hollage for the perform- 
ance. The time clapfed i Sviton reful'ed to execute the agreement, and with a Roman 
unfeelingncfs beheld the unhappy youth hung before the walls. 

The entrance into Scotland has a very' unpromifing look ; for it wanted, for fome 
miles, the cultivation of the parts more diftant from England ; but tlig borders were 
neceffarily ncgleded ; for, till the acceflion of .^ames VI. and even long after, the na- 
tional enmity was kept up, and the borders of both countries difeouraged from im- 
provements by the barbarous inroads of each nation. 'I his inattention to agriculture 
continued till lately ; but on reaching the fmall village of Ey town, the fcenc was greatly 
altered ; the w rctchcd cottages, or rather hovels of the country', ivcre vanilhing j good 
comfortable houfes arlfe in their flead ; the lands arc" inclofmg, ’ and y ield very good 
barley, oats, and clover ; the bahks are planting : I fpeak in the prefent tenfe ; for 
there is ftiil a mixture of the old negligence left amidfl the recent improvements, which 
look like the works of a new colony, in a wretched inipoveriflied country. ' 

Soon after the country rclapfcs ; no arable land is leen ; but for four or five miles 
fticcceds the black joylefs heathy moor of Coldingham : happily, this is the whole fpe- 
citjien that' remains of the many miles, which, not m?ny yeans ago, were in the fame 
dreary unprofitable ftate. Near this was the convent of that n'ime immortalized by 
the heroil'fn of its nuns ; who, to preferve tbcmfeivcs invioUite from the Dane.s, cut 
off their lips ^nd nofes ; and thus rendering therafelves objedls of horror, were, in 
8^0, with th^r abbefs Ebba, burnt in the monaflery f y the difappointed favages. In 
1216, it was burnt again by Killg John, in an inro'.id little Icis cruel. 

u 

% 

♦ Tor a fuller actount of this fiflicry, vide Brltlih Zoolngy, III. No. 153. » To it may alfo be added» 
that in tlfc middle of the river, not a mile well of the tovi^n, ih a large Hone, on wliich a man is placed, to ob- 
ffTve what is called the reck of iht falmon coming up. 

• f ^ihat in his time buitaids were tound in this county • but ihcy arc now extirpated : 

ijut^hc hitlorian calls ihcin guftardcs. Di Ic. bcot, 7. 

•{; K,eit}i, the governor, having a little b‘efore left tjic place, in order to excite Archibald Douglas, regent 
of Mcoliand, to allcmpl to mife the liege, • 

Thii 
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This nunnery was thepldeft in Scotland. For in this place the virgin-wife F.thel- 
drcda took the veil in 670 : but by the antient name, Coludum * * * § , it fiiould fccm that 
it had before been inhabited by the religious called Culdct';. After its deftru£tion by 
the Danes, it lay deferted till the year 1098, when Edgar founded on its fitc a priory 
of BenediQines, in honour of St. Cuthbert ; and bellowed it on the monks of Durham, 
with all lands, waters, wrecks, &c. t- * 

At the end of the moor came at once in fight of the Firth of Forth, the Boderia of 
Ptolemy J ; a'moft extenfive profped of the great arm of the fea, of the rich country 
of Eaft Lothian, the Bafs Ifle ; and at a diftance the ifle of 1^'lay, the coaft of the county 
of Fife, and the country as far as Monlrofe. 

After going down 9 long defeent, dine at Old Cambus, at a mean houfc in a poor 
village ; where 1 believe the lord of the foil is often execrated by the weary traveller, 
for not cnabling'the tenant to furnidi more comfortable accommodations in fo con- 
fidcrable a thoroughfare. I have been told by an anonymous correfpondent §,that the 
proper name of this place is Alt Camus, or the place where a rivulet falls into a bay. 
He alfo added, that a good inn has, of late years, been built about a mile callward of 
the place. 

The country becomes now extremely fine ; bounded at a diilance, on one fide, by 
hills, on the other, by the fca : the intervening fpacc is as rich a tract of corn land as 
I ever law ; for Eaft Lothian is the Northamptonlhirc of North Britain : the land is in 
many places manured with fea tang ; but I was informed, that the barley produced 
from it is much lighter than barley from other manure. 

On the fide of the hills, on the left, is Sir John Hall’s, of Dunglas ; a fine fitiuti, 
with beautiful plantations. Pafs by Broxmouth, a large houfe of the Duke of Rox* 
burgh, in a low fpot, with great woods furrounding it. Reach 

Dunbar ; the chief ftreet broad and handfome ; the houfes built of ftone ; as is the 
cafe with moft of the towns in Scotland. There arc fome Ihips fent anually from this 
place to Greenland, and the exports of corn are pretty confiderablc. The harbour is 
laf'e but fmall ; its entrance narrow, and bounded by two rocks. Between the har- 
bour and the caftle is a very furprifing ftratum of ftone, in fome refpe£ts refcmbling 
that of the Giant's Caufevvay in Ireland : it confifts of great columns of a red grit 
ftone, cither triangular, quadrangular, pentangular, or hexangular j their diameter 
from one to two feet, their length at low water thirty, dipping or inclining a little to 
the fouth. 

They are jointed, but not fo regularly, or fo plainly, as thole that form the Giant’s 
Caiifeway. The furface of feveral that had been tom off, appear as a pavement of 
numbers of convex ends, probably anfwcring to the concave bottoms of othpr joints 
once incumbent on them. Tljp fpacc between the columns was filled with thin fppta 
of red and white fparry matter, and veins of the fame pervaded the columns tranf- 
vcrfely. This range of columns faces the north, with a point to the eaft, and extends . 
in front about two hundred yards. The breadth is iritonfiderablc ; the reft of the rock 
degenerates into Ihapclcfs niaffes of the fame fort of ftone, irregularly divided By thjck 
fepta. 1 his rock is called by the people of Dunbar ,^he Ifle. 

* Bede, lib. iv. c. 19, *1' Anderfon’s Dipl. No. IV. 

t Bodr.iria ot Tacit iis, who deferibes the two tilths of Clyde and Forth, and thS iiitervcnitig {fthmiis, 

with iniich propiiety ; Ipeakiiijr of the fouith fummer Agricola ha^ palfed in Britain, and how convcnici:'^ 
he found ihb narrow trat\ for flii^tting out the enemy by his fortrclfcs, he fays, Nanif C^lota { Firth of Clytir 
et Bodotria, litverfi mans ajju per immenfum angv/Io Icrrarwn f^atio dirimu^tur.* Yit. Agr. • 

§ Sent to me by poll| without date of lime or pPacc. * • 

VOL. Ill, “ Oppofiie 
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Oppofite are * the ruins of the caftle, feated on a rock above the fea ; underneath 
one part is a vaft cavern, compofed of a black and red ftone, which gives it a moft 
infernal appearance ; a fit reprefentation of the pit of /Vchcron, and wanted only to be 
peopled with witches to make the fcenc complete ; it appears to have been the dun- 
geon, there being a formed paflage from above, where the poor prifoners might have 
been let down, according to the barbarous cuftom of war in early days* There are 
in fome parts, where the rock did not clofe, the remains of walls, for the openings 
are only natural fiflures ; but the founders of the caftle taking advantage of this 
cavity, adding a little art to it, rendered it a moft complete and fecure pri- 
fon. 

On the other fide are two natural arche.., through which the tide flowed ; under 
one was a fragment of wall, w'herc there feems to have been n portal for the adniiflion 
of men or provifions from fea : through which it is probable that Alexander Ramfay, 
in a ftormy night, reinforced the ga'*rifon, in fpiie of the fleet which lay before the 
place, w^hen clofely befieged by the Englifti, in 13.^7, and gallantly defended for 
nineteen w eeks by that heroine Black Agnes, C.c/L.ntefs of March *. 

Through one of thefe arches was a moft picturefque view of the Bafs Iflc, 
with the fun fetting in full fplendor; t-irough rhe father, of the May iiland, gilt 
by its beams. 

Over the ruins of a window were the three legs, or arms of the Ifle of Man, a lion 
rampant, and a St. Andrew’s crofs. 

In the church is the magnificent monument of Sir George Hume, Earl of Dunbar, 
the worthieft and beft Scotch minifter of James VI. till he chofe his favourites for 
their perfonal, inftcad of their intelleftual accomplilhments : moderate, prudent, and 
fuccefsful in the management of the Scotch affairs : and, as Spotfwood remarks, 

a man of deep wit, few words, and in His Majefty’s fervice no lefs faithful! than for- 
tunate : the moft difficile affairs he compaffed without any noife ; and never returned 
when he was employed without the work performed that he was font to do to his 
honor, he recommended the temperate, firm, and honeft Abbot to the fee of Canter- 
bury, and by his afliftance gave peace to the church of Scotland, too foon interrujitcd 
by their deaths. Dunbar’s merit is evident ; for the weakneffes and tjic infamy of his 
mailer’s reign did not commence during the period of his power. ^ 

The monvjment is a large and beautiful ftructure of marble, decorated with arms, 
figures, and fluted pillars. The Earl is reprefented in armour* kneeling, with a cloak 
hanging loofely on him. The inlcription imports no more than his titles and the day 
of his death, January 29th, 16 ic. 

Near this town were fought tw^o ^lattlcs fatal to the Scots. The firft in 1296; 
when the Earls of Surrey ai^ l \Vi\ wick, generals of Edward I. defeated the anny of 
Baliol, took the caftle, and dtlix ered the nobility they found in h to the Englifh mo- 
narch, whg with his ufual criaicy, d<woted them all to death. 

The other was the celebrated vidory of Cromwell, in 1650 ; when the covenanting 
army ohofe rather to fight under the diredion of the minifters than the command of 
thfeir generals : and the event wa§ correfpondent. Thefe fa Ife prophets gave the troops 
affurance of viclory ; •and many of then;? fell in the fight with the lying fpirit in their 
mouths. Croni\yell had appearance of eiithufiafm j they the reality ; for when the 

• Biiclianan. lib. ix. c. 25. The were obliged to dcTifl: from their eiUcrprize. Agnes wae 

rWell daughter of S r I'homas Randal, bf Stradown, Karl of Murray, and nephoi^ to Robert Bruce. She 
Jbiftck Agues, htys Roberf Kindeldy, becaufc ihc was black- ikinued 

‘ S artful 
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artful ufurper faw tlielr troops defcend from the heights from v/hence they mi'»ht with* 
out a blow have ftarved the whole L .glifli army, he, with a well-founded confi- 
dcnce,^ exclaimed, Thk Lord hath deliverkd thi m into our hands. Cromwdl 
at thaf inftantwas in the fitualion ot Hannibal before the battle of Canna:. The ex- 
ultation of the Carthaginian was the fame, delivered indeed by his hillorian with 
greater eloquence *. • 

But the caftle has been the fccne of very different trunfaffionS. In 1 567 it was in 
pofleinon of the infamous Karl Bothwell, who here committed the fimulatcd (jut age 
on the perfon of the fair Mary Stuart ; flie certainly feems ty have had foreknowledge 
of the violence ; and the affront flic fuftained was but a pignus dircplum male pcrt 'maci. 
Here alfo the Karl retijcated, after being given up by his miflrcfe at the capitulation of 
Carbcrry-hill ; and from hence he took his departure for his long, but merited ini'ery. 

In this town \^as a convent of Matliurines, founded by Patrick Earl of Dunbar and 
March, in 1218^ and another of Carmelites or white friers, in 1263. 

July 18. Rode within fight of Tantallon caftle, now. a wretched ruin ; once the 
feat of the powerful Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, which for fome time refifted 
ajl the efforts of James V. to fubdue it. 

* A little further, about a mile from the fliore, lies the Bafs Ifland, or rather rock, of 
a moft ftupendous height ; on the fouth fide the top appears of a conic fhape, but the 
other overhangs the fca in a moft tremendous m inner. The caftle, which was once 
the ftatc prifon of Scotland, is now neglefted : it lies clofe to the edge of the precipice, 
facing the little village of Caftlctoii ; where I took boar, in order to vifit this fmgular 
fpol ; but the aveather proved unfavourable ; the wind blew fo frefh, and the waves 
ran fo high, that it was inipoflible to attempt landing j for even in calmer weather it 
cannot be done without hazard, there being a fteep rock to afeend, and commonly a 
great fwcll, which often removes the boat, while you are fcaling the precipice; fo,'^in 
cafe of a falfc ftep, there is the chaneg of falling into a water almoft unfathomable. 

My anonymous friend tells me that this rock has the appearance of being volcanic, 
and that it confifts of two maffes caft up together, but fo irregularly joined, that he 
knew a perfon who fome years ago had adually crept through the palTage which ran 
from north to fouth. * 

Various forts of- water fowl repair annually to this rock to breed; but none in 
greater numboi-s than the gannets, or Soland geefe, multitudes of which jwere then fit- 
ting on their nefts near the floping part of the ifle, and others flying over our boat : it 
is not permitted to (hoot at them, the place being farmed principally on account of the 
profit arifmg from the fale of the young of thefe birds, and of the kittiwake, a fpecies of 
gull, fo called from its cry. The firft are fold at Edinburgh f for twenty-pence apiece 
and ferved up roafted a little b^ore dinner. This is. the only kind of provifion whofe 
price has not been 'advanced ; for we learn from Mr., Ray, that it was equally dear 
above a century ago J. It is unnecelTay to fay more of this Angular bird, as it has been 
very fully treated of in the focond volume of the.BritHh Zoology. * 

With much difficulty landed at North Berwick, three miles diftanffrom Caftleton 
the place we intended to return to. The firft is a fiuall town pleafantly feated near a 


• Polybius, lib. ill. c« 2}. ^ 

lit — Tl'ere i* to l^foU by JohnWatron,juii. at his ftand at the-PouItry, Edinburtrli. 

all lawful days in the week, wind and weather ferving, good and fwfb Solan geefe. Any who have 
lion for the lame may have theqi at rcafonablc rates. o / w vawua 

t Ray*. Itinerarie., 192. 5 * AovEaji.Ja. 
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conic hill, partly planted with trees : it is fccii at a great dUlance, and is called 
ISIortli Berwick Law : a name given to levcral oilier high hills in this part of the 
iilanj. 

Pais through ^\bbcrlaclie and Prcflon Pans : the laft takes its name from its fait pans, 
lliore being a ctmiidorable work of that article ; alfo another of vitriol. Saw at a finall 
diihince the field of battle, or rather of carnage,known by the name of the battle of Predou 
J’cins, where the rebels. gave a leflbn of Ibvcrity, which was more than retaliated the 
following fpring at Chilloden. Obferved, in this day^s ride (I ftu'gct the fpot) Seaton, 
the once princely feat of the Earl of Wintoun, now a ruin ; jiidieioufly left in that (late, 
as a proper remembrance of the fed fate of thofe who engage in rebellious politics. 

Pinkie and Carborry-hill lie a little weft of the road, a few miles from lAlinburgh ; 
each of them famed in hiftory. The firft noted for the fetal oi^erthrow of the Scots 
under their Regent, the Earl of Arran, on September the ictli, 1547, by the Protestor, 
Duke of Somerfet. Ten thoufend Scots fell that day : and by this rough courtfliip, 
Mary Stuart, then in her minority, was frightened into the arms of ^thc Dauphin of 
France, infteadof fliaring the crown of England with her amiable coufin Edward VI. 
Twenty years after, Carberry-hill proved a Ijpot ftill more pregnant wdth misfortunes to 
this imprudent princefs. Her army, in 1567, occupied the very camp poflofted by the 
Englifh before the battle of Pinkie. Here, with the profligate Bothwell, (he hoped to 
make a ftand againft her infurgent nobles. Her forces, terrified wath the badnefs of 
the caufe, declined the fight. She furrcndcrcd to the confederates ; while her hufband, 
by the connivance of Morton and others, partakers of his crimes, retired, and efcaped 
his merited punifliment. 

At MufTelburgh, crofs the Efk near its mouth. There arc great marks of improve- 
ment on approaching the capital ; the roads good, the country very populous, numbers 
of manufadures carried on, and the profped cmbcllifhed with gentlemen feats. Reach 

Edinburgh *•— A city that poffefles a boldnefs and grandeur offituation beyond any 
that I had ever feen. It is built on the odges and fides of a vaft Hoping rock, of a great 
and precipitous height at the upper extremity, and the fidcs declining very qnick aiid 
ftcep into the plain. The view of the houfes at a diftance ftrikes the traveller with 
wonder ; their own loftincfs, improved by their almoft aerial fituation, gives them a look 
of magnificence not to be found in any other part of Great Britain. All thefe con- 
fpicuous buildings form the upper part of the great ftreet, arc of ftonc, and make a hand- 
fome appearance : they are generally fix or feveii ftories high in front ; but by reafon 
of the declivity of the hill, much higher backward ; one in particular, called Babel, had 
about twelve ©r thirteen ftories, before the fire in 1 700, but is now reduced to ton or 
eleven. Every houfe has a common ftaircafe, and every ftory is the habitation of a 
feparate family. The inconvenience of this particular ftrufture need not be mentioned ; 
notwithftanding the utmoft attention, in the article of cleftnlinefs, is in general obferved. 
The common complaint of thellreets of Edinburgh is now taken away, by thcviligancc 

the magiftrates fj and their fevei^ty againft any that offend in any grofs degree J. It 
muft be pbferved^ that this unfortunate fpecies of architefture arofe from the turbu- 
lenoc of the times in which it was m vogue : every body was defirous of getting as near 

* Known throughout the Highlands by the name Dun-edin. 

f The ftrects arc cloned early every morning. Ouce the city payed for the (leaning ; at prefent it if 
rented for foiir or five hundred pounds fer annum. 

J In the clofefi, or allies, the iniiabitaXtb arc very apt to fling out their filth, &c. without regarding who 
padjj^s ; but the fuffcrcr jnay call every inhabitant of the houie it came fi^rn to account, and make them 
prove tile delinquent, who is always^ punifhed, with a heav^ fine. 
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as poiTible to the proteftion.of the caftle ; the houfes were crouded together, and I may 
lay, piled one upon another, merely on the principle of fecurlty. 

The calllc is ancient, but ftrong, placed on tlie fummit of the hill, at the edge of a 
very deep precipice. Strangers are fiiewn a very finall room in which Mary Queen of 
Scots was delivered of James VI. 

1’ rom this Ibrlrcfs is a full view of the city and its environs ; a ftrange profpdct of 
rich country, with viift rocks and mountains intermixed. On the fouth and eafl are the 
meadows, or tin; public walks, Ilcrriot’s Ilolpital, part of the town ovcrlhadowed by 
the ftupendous rocks of Arthur’s Scat and Salulbury Craigs,,the Pentland hills at a lew 
miles diftance, and at a Hill greater, thofe of Muirfoot, whofe fides are covered with 
verdant turf. 

To the north is a full view of the Firth of Forth, from Queen’s Ferry to its mouth, 
with its fouthern banks covered with towns and villages. On the whole the profpe£t is 
hngular, various, and fine. 

The refervoir of water • for fupplying the city lies in the Caftle-ftrect, and is well 
worth feeing ; the great ciftern contains near two hundred and thirty tons of water, 
which is conveyed to the feveral conduits, that are difpofed at proper diftances in the 
principal ftreets ; thefe arc convcniencics that few towns in North Britain are without. 

(Jn the fouth fide of the High-fircet, is the Parliament Clofe, a fmall fquarc, in 
which is the Parliament Houfe, where ^hc courts of juftice are held. Below flairs is 
the Advocates’ library founded by Sir George Mackenzie, and now contains above 
thirty thoufand volumes, and feveral manuferipts ; among the more curious are the four 
Evangelifls, very legible, notwiihdanding it is faid to be feveral hundred years old, 

St. Jerome’s bible, wrote about the year i ico. 

A Malabar book, written on leaves of plants. 

A I’urkilh manufeript, illuminated in fome parts like a miflal. Ekgium in fuftan 
Morad JiVium jilii Solivum Turcici, Script. ConJlantinopoH. Amis Hegira, 992. 

’ Cartularies, or records of the monalterics, fome very ancient. 

A very large Bible, bound in four volumes j illuflrated with feripture prints, by the 
firft engravers, palled in, and collected at a vafl expence. There are befides great 
numbers of antiquities, not commonly Ihewn, except inquired after. 

The LuckcnbootI> row, which contains the I’olbooth, or city prifon ; and the weigh- 
ing-houle, which brings in a revenue of 500I. per annum. Hands in the middle of the 
High-flrect, and with the guard-houfe, contributes to fpoil as fine a flrect as moll in. 
Europe, being in fome parts eighty feet wide and finely built. 

The cxcbtinge is a handfomc modern building, in which is the cuftom-houfc : the 
firft is of no ufe in its proper charader ; for the merchants always chufc Handing in 
the open ftreet, expofed to all kqids of weather. ^ 

The old cathedral is now called the New Church, andjs divided into four places of 
worlhip ; in one the I.ords of the Sellions attend : there is alio a throne*and a ca- 
nopy for his inajefty Ihould he vifit tliis capital, and anefther for the Lord Commillioner. 
'Ihere is no mufic cither in this or any other oflhc Scotch churches, I'or Peg ftilf fain|s 
at the found of an organ. This is the more furprifinjil^ as the Dutch, who have the 
fame cftablillicd religion, are extremely fond of rfiat Iblemn inllnuhent j and even in the 
great church of Gemiva the pfahnody is accompanied with an organ. « 

The part of the fame called St. Giles's church has a large tower, oddly tenninated 
with a Ibrt of crown. , 

* It it conveyed in pipes fiom the Pcntlund hills n\c miles dillaoU 
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On the front of a houfe in the Nether Bow, are two fine profile heads' of a man and 
R woman, of Roman fculpture, fuppofcd to be thofe of Severus and Julia : but, as ap- 
pears from an infcription * made by the perfon who put them into the wall, were mif- 
taken for Adam and Eve. ' 

Near the I’ronc church are the remains of the houfe, (now a tavern) where Mary 
Stuart was confined the night after the battle of Carberry. 

At the end of the Cannongate-ftreet Hands Holy Rood palace, originally an abbey 
founded by David I. in 1 1 28. The towers on the N. W. fide were erctitd by James V. 
togetlicr with other buildings, for a royal refidence ; according to tile editor of Cam- 
den, great part, except the towers above mentioned, were burnt by Cromwell ; but the 
other towers, with the reft of this magnificent palace, as it now , (lands, were executed 
by Sir William Bruce, by the direftions of Charles 11. ; within is a beautiful (Iquare, with 
piazzas on every fide. It contains great numbers of fine apartments ; fome, that are 
called the King’s, are in great diforder, the reft are granted to fcveralpf the nobility. 

In the Earl of Breadalbane’s, are fome good portraits, 

William Duke of Newcaftle by Vaiidyck ; 

And by Sir Peter Lely, the Duke and Dutchefs of Lauderdale, and Edward Earl of 
Jerfey. There is bcfidcs a very good head of a boy by Morrillio, and fome views df 
the fine feenes near his lordfliip’s feat at 'I’aymouth. 

At Lord Dunmore’s lodgings is a very large pipce of Charles I. and his Queen going 
to ride, w’ith the (ky (liowering rofes on them ; a black holds a grey horfe; the cele- 
brated Jeffery Hudfivi f the dwarf with a fpaniel in a firing, and feveral other dogs 
fporting round : the ejueen is painted with a love-lock, and with browner hair and 
comple£lion, and younger, than I ever faw her drawn. It is a good piece, and was the 
W'oiK of Mytens, predecefTor in fame to Vandyck. In the fame place are two other 
good portraits of Charles II. and James VII. 

The gallery of this palace takes up one fide, and is filled with coloflal portraits of 
the Kings of Scotland. 

In the old towers are (hewn the apartments where the murther of David Rizzo was 
committed. 

That beautiful piece of Gothic architedure, 'the church, or chapel, of Holy-Rood 
Abbey, is now a ruin, the roof having fallen in, by a moft fcandaloss negledl, notwith- 
(landtng money had been granted by government to preferve it entire. Beneath the' 
ruins lie the bodies of James 11. and James V. Henry Damly, and federal other perfons 
of rank : and the inferiptions on feveral of their tombs are preferved by Maitland. A 
gentleman informed me, that fome years ago he had feen the remains of the bodies, 
but in a very decayed' fiate: the beards remained on fome; and that the bones of 
Henry Darnly proved their owner by their great fize^ for he was faid to be feven feet 
high. ^ ' 

, Near this pakce is the Park, firft inclofcd by James V. ; within are the vaft rocks f , 
Itnown by the names of Arthur’^ Seat and Salulbury's Craigs ; their fronts exhibit a 
romantic and w'ild feene of broken rocks ^and vaft precipices, which from fome points 
fccin to over-h*ang the lower parijf of the city. Great columns of (tone, from forty to 
fifty feet in length, 4nd abf)ut three fret in diameter, regularly pentagonal, or hex- 
agbnal, hang down the face of fome of thefe rocks almoft perpendicularly,* or with a 

c • 

* In fudore vuUat lui vfccrh pane, VVnno 1621. Thcfc heads arc well engraven in Gordon’s Itincraryi 

. _ . ' , . 

f Tor a further accoiintiof this little hero cunfult Mf. Walpole’s Anecdoteiof Painting, ii. p, lo. 

^ Acxordii.g to Maitland, the'ir ptrpeiulicular height it 656 ft'ct. 
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rENMANT*6 TOUR IN SCOTLANB. 


3 ' 

very flight dip, and form p ftrange appearance. Beneath this ilratum is a quarry of 
free-ftone. - Confiderable quantities of ftone from the quarries have been cut and fent 
to London for paving the ftreets, its great hardnefs rendering it excellent for that 
purpofe. Beneath thefe hills are fome of the mod beautiful walks about Edinburgh, 
commanding a fine profpe£b over feveral parts of the country. 

On one fide of the Park are the ruins of St. Anthony’s chapel, once the refort of 
sumberlefs votaries ; and near it is a very plentiful fpring. 

The fouth part of the city has feveral things worth vifiting. Herriot’s Holpital is a 
fine old building, much too magnificent for the end propofed, that of educating poor 
children. It was founded by George Ilerriot, jeweller to James VI. who followed that 
monarch to London, ^nd made a large fortune. There is a fine view of the cafile, 
and the floping part of the city, from the front : the gardens were once the refort of 
the gay ; and th^re the Scotch poets often laid, in' their comedies, the feenes of in- 
trigue. 

In the church-yard of the Grey Friers, is the monument of Sir George Mackenzie, 
a rotunda ; with a multitude of other tombs. This is one of the few cemeteries to this 
populous city ; and from it is a very fine view of the caftle, and the lofty fireet that 
Uads to that fortrefs. 

The college is a mean building ; it contains the houfes of the Principal and a few of 
the Profeffors : the Principal’s houfe.is fuppofed to be on the fite of that in which 
Heniy Darnly was murdered, then belonging to the provoft of the kirk of Field. 
The ftudents of the univerfity are difperfed over the town, and are about fix hundred in 
number ; but wear no academic habit. The fiudents arc liable to be called before the 
profeflbrs, who have power of rebuking or expelling them : I cannot learn that either is 
ever exerted ; but, as they are for the moft part volunteers for knowledge, few of them 
defert her ftandards. There are twenty-two profeflbrs of different feienecs, moft of 
whom read lefturcs : all the chairs are very ably filled ; thofe in particular which relate 
to the ftudy of medicine, as is evident from the number of ingenious phyficians, elcvcs 
of this univerfity, who prove the abilities of their maflers. The Mufieum has for many 
years been neglected. 

The royal infirmary is a fpacious atfd handfome edifice, capable of containing two 
hundred patients, 'fl'he operation room is particularly convenient, the council-room 
elegant, with a good pidlure in it of Provoft Drummond. From the qppola of this 
building is a fine profpeft, and a full view of the city. 

Not far from hence are about three acres of ground defigned for a fquare, called 
George Square : a fiuall portion is at prefent built, cbnfi fling of fmall but commodious 
houfes, in the Englifli faftiion; Sucli is the fpirit of improvement, that within thefe 
three years fixty thoufand pounds have been expended in houfes of the modern tafte, 
and twenty thoufand*in the old. • 

Watfon’s hofpital ftiould not be forgot : a large good ’building, behind, the Grey 
Friers church ; an excellent inftitutioa for the educating -and apprenticing the cliildrca 
of decayed merchants ; who, after having ferved their time with credit, receive fifty 
pounds to fet up with. ^ * • 

The meadows, or public walks, are well plaxted, and are very extenfive : thefe are 
the mall of Edinburgh, as Comely Gardens are its Vauxhall. , > 

The Cowgateisa long ftreet, running parallel with the Iligh-ftrect, beneath the fteep 
fouthern detmvity of .the city, and terminates in the ‘Grals-market, where cattle are 
fold, and criminals executed. On feveral of the houfes are fmall iron cniffes, which, 

I was informed, denoted that they once belonged to the knights *of St. John. 


On 
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On the north Ade of the city lies the new town, which is planned with great judgment, 
and will prove a magniAcent addition to Edinburgh ; the houfes in St. Andrew’s Square 
coft from 1 8ooI. to 2000I. each, and one or two 4000 or 5000I. They are all built 
in the modern ftyle, and are free from the inconveniences attending the old city. 

Thefe improvements are connected to the city by a very beautiful bridge, whofe 
higheft arch is ninety- Ave feet high. 

In the walk of this' evening, 1 paAed by a deep and wide hollow beneath Galton Hill, 
the place where thofc imaginary criminals, witches and forcerers, in Icfs enlightened 
times, were burnt ; and wdiere, at fellivc leafons, the gay and gallant held their tilts and 
tournaments. At one of thefe, it is faid that the Earl of Bothwell made the Arft im> 
preAion on the fufceptible heart of Mary Stuart, having galloped into the ring down the 
dangerous Aeeps of the adjacent hill ; for he feemed to think that 

Women born to be controlM 
Stoop to the forward and the bold. 

The defperate feats were the humour of the times of chivalry : Brantoine relates, that 
the Due de Nemours galloped down the Aeps of the Sainte Cha}q)el at Paris, to the 
aAoniAiment of the beholders. Ihc men cultivated every exercife that could preferve 
or improve their bodily Arength ; the ladies, every art that tended to exalt their 
charms. Mary is reported to have ufed a bath of white wine } a cuAom Arange, but 
not without precedent. Jaques du Foullloux enraptured with a country girl, enumerat- 
ing the arts which Aie fcomed to ufe to improve her perfon, mentions this : 

Point ne portoit de cclinge femelle 
Pour amoindrir fon feing et fa rnammelle. 

Vafquine nuHe, on aucuh peIi 9 on 
Elle ne portoit, ce n’etloit fa ia^on, 

Point ne prenoit.vin blanc pour fe bafgner, 

Ne drogue encore pour four fon corps allegcr 


At afmall walk^s dlAancc from Calton Hill,, lies the new botanic garden f, conAA- 
ing of Ave acres of ground, a green-houfe AAy feet long, two tetppefate rooms, each 
twelve feet, and two Aoves, each twenty-eight feet : the ground rifes to the north, and 
defends the plants from the cold winds: the foil a light fand, with a black earth on the 
furface. It is Anely Aocked with plants, whofe arrangement and cultivation do much 
credit to my worthy friend Dr. Hope, profeAbr of botany, who planned and executed 
the whole. It was. begun in 1764, being founded by the muni&ence of His prefent 
MajcAy, who granted Alteen hundred pounds for that purpofe. 

.During this week’s Aay at Edinburgh, the prices of proviAons .were as follow : 

Beef, from 5d. to 3|d. } Mutton, from 4d. to 3|d. ; Veal, from 5d. to 3d. ; Lamb, 
2|d. ; BaCohyyd. ; Butter, in fummer, 8d. in winter, is. j Kgeons, per dozen, from 
8d. to 5s. ; Chickens, per pair, 8d, to.is. j A fowl, is. 2d. ; Green goofe, 3s. ; Fat 
gf)ore,’2s. 6d..; Large turkey, 4s. or 5s. ; Pig, 2S» ; Coals, 5d. or 6d. per hundred 
delivered. . ^ ^ 

Many Anc excurAons may be made at a fmall diAance from this city. Leith, a large 
tow n, ajx>ut tw’Q*milcs north, lies on the Firth, is a AouriAiing place, and the port of 
Edinburgh. The town is dirty and ill built, and chiefly inhabited by failors ; but the 

^ L’Aciolefcence de Jaques du FouillouXi 88. 

f^The old botanic gad3en lies to the cait of the ' new bridgt ; in account of it is to be feen in the 
Mufeum Balfourianum. 
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pin’ is very fine, and is St much frequented walk. The races were at this time on the 
fands, near low-water mark : confidering their vicinity to a great city and populous 
country* the company was hir from numerous ; a proof that diffipadon has not gene- 
rally infefted the manners of the North Britons. 

Craigmillar cadle is feated on a rocky eminence, about two miles fouth o{ Edin- 
burgh ; is fquare, and has towers at each corner. Some few. apartments are yet in- 
habited ; but J he reft of this great pile is in ruins. Mary Stuart fometimes made this 
place herrelideiice. 

Newbottle, the feat of the Marquifs of Lothian, is a jJleafant ride of a few miles 
from the capital. It was once a Ciftercian abbey, founded by David I. in 1140; but, 
in 1591, was erefted ihto a lordlhip, in favour of Sir Mark Ker, fon of Sir Walter Ker, 
of Cefsford. Tihe houfe lies in a warm bottom, and, like moft other of the houfes of 
the Scotch nobility, refenibles a French chateau, by having a village or little paltry town 
adjacent. The fttuation is very favourable to trees, as appears by the vaft iize of thofe 
near the houfe ; and 1 was informed, that fruit ripens here within ten days as early 
as at Chclfea. 

'The Marquifs polTelTes a moft valuable colleflion.of portraits, many of them veiy fine, 
and alinoft all very inftru^dve. A large half-length of Henry Darnly reprefents him 
tall, aukward and gauky, with a ftupid, infipid countenance ; moft likely drawn after 
he had loft by intemperance and dcbaudiery, thofe charms which capdvatsd the heart 
of the amorous Mary. 

A head of her mother, Marie de Guife ; not lefs beautiful than her daughter. 

A head of Madame Monpenfier, and of feveral other illuftrious perfons, who 
graced the court of Lewis XIII. 

Prince Rupert and Prince Maurice, in one piece. 

Some fmall portraits, ftudies of Vandyck j among which is one of William Earl of 
Pembroke, of whom Lord ClarendoA gives fo advantageous a charader. 

A beautiful half-length of Henrietta, Queen of Charles I. Her charms almoft apo- 
logize for the compliances of the uxorious monarch. 

His daughtec, the Dutchefs of Orleans. 

The wife of Philip the Bold, inferibed Marga Mala, Lodo Malo. 

Head of Robert Car, Earl of Somerfet j the countenance effeminate, fjnall features, 
light flaxen or yellowilh hair, and a very fmall beard : is an original of that worthlefs 
favourite, and proves that the figure given as his among the illuftrious heads is errone- 
ous, the laft being reprefented as a robuft black man. A print I have of him by 
Simon Pafs is authentic : the plate is of offavo fize, reprefents him in hair curled to the 
top ; and in his robes, wkh the George pendent. 

His father. Sir Robert Car of Fernihurft. 

An Earl of Somerfet j of whom I could get no account* ; handfome ; witp long light ^ 
hair inclining to yellow : a head. • 

A full length of James I. by Jamefon. Another of Charles I. when young,* in rich 
armour, black and gold : a capital piece. 

Lady Tufton \ a tine half length. 

Earl Morton, rcgouit : half-length ; a yellow beard. 

A head of General RuthveU, Sir Patrick Ruthven, a favourite of Guftavus Adol- 
phus j knighted in his majefty’s tent in prefence of the whole army at Darfaw in 
Prullia, on the a 3d of September 1637. As potent in die campaigns of Bacchus ^as of 
Mars, and ferviceable to his gr^t maftertn both. ' He vanquidied his enemies in the 
field ; and l>y the ftrength ol his head, and goodnefa of underftanding, copid in con- 

voi.. HI. vivial 
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vlVial hoars €xtraft from the miniflcrs of unfriendly powers, •fecrets of the firft itqporU 
ance. He pafTcd afterwards Into the forvice of Charles I. and behaved with the fpirit 
and integrity that procured him the honours of Earl of Forth in Scotland, and after- 
wards F.arl oi' Bivntford in England. He died in a very advanced age in 1 65 1 . 

'IVo very curious half-lengths on wood : one of a man with a long forked black 
beard ; .his jacket llaflied down in narrow ftripes from top to bottom, and the llripes 
loofc : the other with a black full beard j the lame fort of llripes, but drawn tight by 
a girdle. 

' 'I’itc Dogo of Venice, by*Titian. 

I'hrce by IMorillio ; boys and girls in low life. 

A remarkable line piece of our three firft circum-navigalors,' Drake, Ilaw'kins, and 
Candilli ; half-length. 

The heads of Mai k Earl of Lothian, and his lady, by Sir Antonio More. 

Mark Kcr, prior of Newbottle, who, at the reformation, complied with the times, 
and got the eftate of the abbey. 

In the woods adjacent to this feat are fame fubterraneous apartments and palfagcs cut 
out of the live rock : they feem to have been excavated by the ancient inhabitants of 
the country, either as receptacles for their provifions, or a retreat for themfelves and 
families in time of war, in the fame manner, as 'Eacitus relates, was cuftoinary with the 
old Germans *. 

Two or three miles diftant from Newbottle is Dalkeith, a fmall town, adjoining to 
Dalkeith Houfe, the feat of the Duke of Buccleugh : originally the property of the 
Douglaffes ; and, when in form of a caftle, of great ftrength j and during the time of 
the regent Morton’s retreat, ftyled the Idon’s Den. 

The portraits at Dalkeith are numerous, and fome good ; among others, the 

Firft Duke of Richmond and his Dutchefs. 

The Dutchefs of Cleveland. 

Countefs of Buccleugh, mother to the Dutchefs of Monmouth, and Lady Eglington, 
her filler. 

The Dutchefs and her two fons : the Dutchefs of York j her hand remarkably fine: 
the Dutchefs of Lenox. 

Mrs. Lucy Waters, mother of the Duke of Monmouth, with liis pidure In her 
hand. 

Dutchefs of Cleveland and her Ton, an infant ^ fhe in charafler of a Madonna : 
fine. 

The Duke of Monmouth, in charafter of a young St, John. 

Lord Strafford and his fecretary ; a fmall ftudy of Vandyck. 

^enry VIII. and Queen Catherine, with the divorce in her hand ; two fmall pieces 
by Holbein. Anna Bullen,* by the fame, dreffedin a black gown, large yellow netted 
fleevcs, in a blackcap, peaked behind. 

^ Lady Jane^'Gray, with long hair, black and ver^ thick ; not handfome ; but the 
virtues and th*c intelle£lual perfe^ions of that fuifering innocent, more than fupplied the 
abfence of perfonal charms. » 

* A large fpiritod piflurc of the Duke of Monmouth on horfeback. The fame in ar- 
mour. * All his *pidures have a handfome likenefs of his father. 

Solent et rubterrancos fpecus aperire, eofque multo infuper fimo onerantf.fulTuffium hiemi, et recep- 
taculum frugibus. quia Agorena ffigoruen ejufmodi Jocit molliunt : et 11 quando nolllt advenit, aperta 
pqpulatur, abdita autem ct defofla, aut ignorantur, aut eo ipfo fallunt, quod quxrenda funt. De Moribut 
Ql||ipianorum, c. 16.^ ' ' 

I a Dutchefs 
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Dutchcfs of Richmond, with a bow in her hand, by Sir Peter Lely. 

A fine head of the late Duke of Ormond. 

A beautiful head of Mary Stuart ; the face fliarp, thin and young ; yet has ar like- 
nefs to fome others of her pictures, done before misfortunes had altered her ; her drefs 
a ftrait gown, open at the top and reaching to her ears, a fmall cap, and fmall ruff, 
with a red rofc in her hand. * 

In this palace is a room entirely furniflicd by Charles II. on occafion of the marri- 
age of Monmofith, with the heirefs of the houfe. 

At Smeton, another feat of the Duke of Buccleugh, a mile difiant from the firfl:, is 
a fine half-length of General Monk looking over his flioulder, with his back towards 
you ; he refided long at Dalkeith, when he commanded in Scotland. 

Nell Gwinne loofely attired. 

A fine marriage of St. Catherine, by Vandyck. 

July 24. Lcft.£dinburgh, and palTcd beneath the caftle, whofe height and ftrength, 
in my then fituation, appeared to great advantage. The country I pafied through was 
well cultivated, the fields large, but moftly inclofed with ftone walls ; for hedges are not 
^et become univerfal in this part of the kingdom : it is not a century fince they were 
known here. Reach the 

South-ferry, a fmall village on the banks of the Firth, which fuddcniy is contracted 
to thp breadth of two miles by the jutting out of the land on the north fliore ; but al- 
moft inftantly widens towards the weft into a fine and extenfive bay. The profpeCt on 
each fide is very beautiful ; a rich country, frequently diverfified with towns, villages, 
caftles, and gentlemen’s feats *. There is befide a vaft view up and down the Firth, 
from its extremity, not remote from Stirling, to its mouth near May ifle ; in all, about 
fixty miles. To particularize the objefts of this rich view : from the middle of the 
paffage are feen the coafts of Lothian and Fife ; the ifles of Gar\'ie aitd Inch-Colm ; the 
town of Dumfermline ; fouth and north Queen’s-ferries ; and Burrowftonefs fmoking 
at a diftance from its numerous falt-pans and fire-engines. On the fouth fide are Hope- 
ton-houfe, Dundafs caftle, and many other gentlemen’s feats j with Blacknefs caiile. 
On the north fide, Rofythe caftle, DupibryffeT, and at a diftance, the caftle and town of 
Brunt-illand ; with the road of Leith, often filled with fliips, and a magnificent diftaut 
view of the caftle of Edinburgh on the fouth. 

This ferry is alfo called Queen’ s-ferry, being the paflage much ufed t*by Margaret, 
queen to Malcolm III., and filler to Edgar Etheling, her refidence being at Dumferni- 
line. Crofs over in an excellent boat; obferve midway the little ifle called Inlh-Garvey, 
with the ruin of a fmall caftle. An arClic gull flew near the boat, purfued by other 
gulls, as birds of prey are : this is the fpecics that perfecutes and purfues the lefler kinds, 
till they mute through fear, when it catches up their excrements ere they reacl^the 
water : the boatmen, on that account, ftyled it the dirty aulin. 

Landed in the Ihire of Fife J, at North-ferry, near which are the great granite quar- 
ries, which help to fupply the ftreets of London witli paving ftones ; piany fltips then 
waiting near in order to take their lading. The granite lies in grcai perpendicular 
ftacks ; above which is a reddifli earth filled with fri^le micaceous nodules. The gra- 
nite itfelf is very hard, and is all blafted with *gun-powder : the cutting into lliape^for 

• • 

• Such a* Rofythe calllc, Dumfermline town, Lord Murray’*, i.ord Hopetoun’s, Captain Dundafj’s. 

t O'"* fay, becaufe (he, her brother and filler, firft landed there, after their efcape from Wil- 

liam tiic Conqueror. 

^ Part ofthe ancient Caledq.nia, 

V a 
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paving cofts two fljilUngs and eight-pence per ton, and the* freight to London feven 
(hillings. 

The countrj', as far as Kinrofs, is vei7 fine, confiding of gentle rifings ; much com, 
efpecially bear ; but few trees, except about a gentleman’s feat called Blair, where there 
ace great and fiourifhing plantations. Near the road are the lait collieries in Scotland, 
excepf the inconfiderable works in the county of Sutherland. 

Kinrofs is a fniall town, feated in a large plain, bounded by mountains ; the houfes 
and trees are fo intermixed, as to, give it an agreeable appearance. It has fome manu- 
factures of linen and cutlery, ware. At this time was a meeting of juftices, on a Angu- 
lar occafion : a vagrant had been, not long before, ordered to be whipped ; but I’uch 
was the point of honour among the common people, that no one could be perfuaded to 
go to Perth for the executioner, who lived there : to prels, I may fay, two men for 
that fervice was the caufe of the meeting ; fo Mr. Bofwell may rejoice to find the no- 
tion of honour prevail in as exalted a degree among his own countrymen, as among the 
virtuous Corficans *. 

Not far from the town is the houfe of Kinrofs, built by the fiimous architeCl Sir Wil- 
liam Bruce, for his own refidence, and was the firfi good houfe of regular architecture 
in North Britain. It is a large, elegant, but plain building : the hall is fifty-two feet 
long ; the grounds about it well planted ; the fine lake adjacent } fo that it is capable 
of being made as delightful a fpot as any in North Britain. 

Loch-Leven, a magnificent piece of water, very broad, but irregularly indented, is 
about twelve miles in circumference, and its greatefi depth about twenty four fathoms; 
is finely bounded by mountains on one fide ; on the other by the plain of Kinrofs; and 
prettily embellilhed with fcvcral groves, molt fortunately difpofed. Some iflands arc 
difperfed in this great expanfe of water ; one of which is large enough to feed feveral 
head of cattle : but the molt remarkable is that diftinguilhed by the captivity of Mary 
Stuart, which (lands almoft in the middle of the lake. The caftle (till remains ; con- 
fills of a fquare tower, a fmall yard with two round towers, a chapel, and the ruins of 
a building where, it is faid, the unfortunate princefs was lodged. In the fquare tower 
is a dungeon, with a vaulted room above, overc which had been three other (lories. 
Some trees are yet remaining on this little fpot ; probably coeval , with Mary, under 
whofe lhade (he may have fat, expeCUng her el'cape at length efieCled by the enamoured 
Douglas t- This callle had before been a royal refidence, but not for captive monarchs ; 
having been granted from the crown by Robert III. to Douglas, laird of Loch-Leven. 

This caftle underwent a fiege in the year 1335, and the method attempted to reduce 
it was of the mod lingular kind. John of Sterling, with his army of Anglicifed Scots, 
(at down before it ; but. finding from the fituation that it was impofiible to fucceed in 
the common forms, he thought of this expedient. He* ftopped uj^ the water of Leven, 
at its difeharge from the lake,* with a great dam, with ftones, and every thing that would 
*obftruft itsicourfe, hoping by thjit means to raife the waters fo high as to drown the 
whole g^irrifon. . But the watchful governor, Alan de Vipont, took an opportunity of 
fiillying out in <boats when the befiegers were oJF their guard, being intoxicated with 
celebrating St. George's day, an 5 pierejng the dam, releafed the pent-up waters, and 
forpied a moll deftrudive deluge on all the plain below ; (Iruck f. panic into the ene- 
• • 

* Hill. Corfica, p. aSf, of the firft<;dition. 

Hiftorians differ in refptft to the caufe that influenced him to alfift in hit fovereign’a cfcape t fome 
attribi^c it to hit avarice, and think he was bribed with jewels, referveu bjr Maty ; others^ that be wat 
touched by a more generous paflion 1 the laft opinioiTh the moft natural, coniiaering the eharmi of the 
^ueen, aad the youth of her deliverer. , 
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my’s army, put them to flight, anJ returned to his cattle laden with the ^oils of the 

" St. SerPs ifle is noted for having been granted by Brudo, laft lung of the Piets, to 
St. Servan and the Culdees ; a kind of priefts among the firft Chriftians of North Bri- 
tain who led a fort of monadic life in cells, and for a confiderable time preferved a 
pure and uncorrupt religion; at length, in the reign of David 1 . were fuppreffed*in fa- 
vour of the church ol Rome. I'he priory of Port-moak was on this ifle, of which 
fome fmall remains yet exift. 

The filh of iliis lake arc pike, fmall perch, fine eels, and nioft excellent, trouts, the 
bed and the reddett I ever faw ; the larged about fix pounds in weight. The fiihermen 
gave me an account o^ a fpecics they called the gaily trout, which are only caught from 
October to Janu^yy, are fplit, falted, and dried, for winter provifion : by the defeription, 
they certainly w'ore our char, only of a larger fize than any we have in England or 
Wales, fome being two feet and a half long. The birds that breed on the ifles are her- 
ring gulls, pewit gulls, and great terns, called here piCtarnes. 

Lay at a good inn, a Angle houfe, about half a mile north of Kinrofs. 

• July *5. Made an cxcurfion about feven miles wett, to fee the Rumbling Brig at 
Glen-Devon, in the parifh of Muchart, a bridge of one arch, flung over a chafm worn 
by the river Devon, about eighty feet deep, very narrow, and horrible to look down j 
the bottom in many parts is covered tvlth fragments *, in others the waters are vifible, 
guttling between the Itoncs with great violence ; the fides in many places projeft, and 
almoft lock in each other ; trees (hoot out in various fpots, and contribute to increafe 
the gloom of the glen, while the ear is filled with the cawing of daws, the cooing of 
w'ood-pigeons, and the impetuous noife of the waters. 

A mile lower down is the Cawdron Lin. Here the river, after a Ihort fall, drops on 
rocks hollowed in a ftrange manner into large and deep cylindric cavities, open on 
one fide, or formed into great circular cavities, like cauldrons f ; from whence the 
name of the place. One in particular has the appearance of a vaft brewing-velTel } and 
the water, by its great agitation, has acquired a yellow feum, exaCtly refembling the 
yetty working of malt liquor. Juft beneath this the water darts down about thirty feet 
m form of a great ^^hite Ihcet : the rocks below widen confiderably, and their clifty 
fides arc fringed with wood. Beyond is a view of a fine meadowy vale, and the diftant 
mountains near Stirling. 

Two miles north is Cattle Carapbel, feated on a fteep peninfulated rock between vaC 
mountains, having to the fouth a boundlefs view through a deep glen (bagged with 
brulhwood ; for the forefts that once covered the country are now entirely dettroyed. 
Formerly, from its darkfome fituation, this pile was called the cattle of Gloom ; and 
all the names of the*djacent places werefuitablc : it was feated in the parKh of Doior, 
was bounded by the glens of Care, and waflied by the birns'of Sorrow. The lordihip was 
purchafed by the firtt Earl of Argyle. This cattle, with the whole territory belonging 
to the whole family of Argyle, underwent all the calamities of civil war in 1 645 ; for 
its rival, the Marquis of Montrofe, carried fire and fvrord through the whole ettatc. 
The cattle was ruined, and its magnificent relives exift, as a monument of the horror 
of the times. No wqnder then that the marquis experienced fo woeful and ignominious 
a fate, when he fell into the power of fo exafperated a chieftain. 

* Sibbald*8 Hift. of Fife and Kinroffl, lod. 

t In Sweden, and the north of Gci many, fuch l^oles as thefe are c^ded Gianis Pots* KaWs i a i. 
andPh.Tranf. abridg. V. 165. 
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Returned to my inn along the foot of the Ochil hills, whofe fides were covered with 
a fine verdure, and fed great numbers of cattle and flieep. The country below full of 
oats, and in a very improving ftate : the houfes of the common people decent, but pioftly 
covered with fods ; fome were covered both with ftraw and fod. The inhabitants ex- 
tremely civil, and never failed offering brandy or whey, when I fto.pt to make inquiries 
at any of their houfes. 

In the afternoon croffed a branch of the fame hills, which yielded plenty of oats ; 
defeended into Strath-Earn, a beautiful vale, about thirty miles in length, full of rich 
meadows and corn-fields, divided by the river Earn, which Terpentines finely through 
the middle, falling into the Tay, of which there is a fight at the eaft end of the vale. It 
is prettily diverfified with groves of trees and gentlemen’s houfes ; among which, to-- 
wards the weft end, is Caftie Drummond, the forfeited feat of the Ea^l of Perth. 

Dupplin *, the refidcnce of the Earl of Kinnoul, feated on the north fide of the vale, 
on the edge of a fteep glen. Only a fingle tower remains of the old caftie, the reft 
being modernized. The fouth front commands a pleafing view of the vale : behind 
are plantations extending feveral miles in length ; ail flourilh greatly, except thofe of 
afli. I remarked in the woods fome very large chefnuts, horfe-chefnuts, iprucc and 
filver firs, cedar and arbor vitae. Broad-leaved laburnum thrives in this country greatly, 
grows to a great fize, and the wood is ufed in fineering. 

Fruits fucceed here very indifferently ; even nonpareils require a wall : grapes, figs, 
and late peaches, will not ripen ; the winters begin early, and end late, and are attended 
with very high winds. I was informed that labour is dear here, notwithftanding it is 
only eight-pence a day ; the common people not being yet got into a method of work- 
ing, fo do very little for their wages. Notwithftanding this, improvements are carried 
on in thefe parts with great fpirit both in planting and in agriculture. I/>rd Kinnoul 
planted laft year not fewer than eighty thoufand trees, bcfidcs Scotch firs ; fo provides 
future forefts for the benefit of his fucceffors, and the embelliftiment of his country. 
In refpc£t to agriculture, there are difficulties to ftruggle w'ith, for the country is with- 
out cither coal or lime-llone j fo that the lime is brought from the eftate of the Earl of 
Elgir, near Dumfermllne,'who, I was told, drew-aconfidcrable revenue from the kilns. 

In Dupplin are fome very good. pictures ; a remarkable one ofLuttier, Bucer, and 
Catherine the nun, in the characters of muficians, by Giorgiani di Caftel franco. 

A line head of a fecular prieft, by 'I’itian. St. Nicholas blcffing three children. Two 
of cattle, by Rofa di Tivoli. A head of Sponfer. Rubens’s head, by himfelf. A fine 
head of Butler, by Sir Peter Lely. Mrs. 'lofts, in the character of St. Catherine, by 
Sir Godfrey Knellcr. Sir George Ilaye, of Maginnis, in armour, 1 640; done at Rome, 
by L. Ferdinand. Ilaye, Earl of Carlifle, in Charles I.’s time, young and very hand- 
foifle. The fecond Earl of Kinnoul, by Vandyck. Chancellor IJayc, by Mytens. A 
good portrait of lord treafufer Oxford, by Rifhardfon j and a beautiful miniature of 
Sir John Earnly. . 

But<he moft remarkable is a head of the celebrated Countefs of Defmond, whom the 
ajfologifls for fhe ufurper Richar^d III. bring in as an evidence againft the received opi- 
nion of his deformity 1 (he was daughter of the Fitzgeralds of Druinana t» in the county 
of«Waterford, anjl married, in the reign of Edward IV., James fourteenth Earl of Dcf- 
mond : T. as in England in the fame reign, and danced at court with his brother Richard, 

C 

*• Near this place wrs fonerht the Rattle of Dupplin, 1332, between the Engllffi, under the command of 
Ballof, and the Scots, 'fhe lall were defeated, and fuch a number of the name of Hay (lain, that the family 
would have been extinc^t, hfid not feveral of their wivc^ been left at home pregnant. 

t Smith’s Jtiiil. of Cork, ix 36. 
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then Duke of Glouceftei*.. She was then a widow, for Sir Walter Raleigh fays Ihe held 
her jointure from all the Earls of Ucfinond fmce that time *. She lived to the age of 
fume years above a hundred and forty, and died in the reign of James 1 . It appears 
that me retained her full vigour in a very advanced time of life ; for the ruin of the 
houfc of Dtfniond reduced her to poverty, and obliged her to take a journey from 
Briftol to London, to folicit relief from the court, at a time Ihe was above a handled 
and forty f. She alfo twice or thrice renewed her teeth ; for Lord Bacon alTures us, 
in his Hilt, of* Life and Death, ter per vices dentiijfe ; and in his Natural Hiftory men- 
tions that flic did dentire twice or thrice, caftihg her old tpeth, and others coming in 
their place J . 

July 27. Afeonded the hill of Moncrief ; the profpeft from thence is the glory of Scot- 
land, and well meriis the culogia given it for the variety and richnefs of its views. On the 
fouth and weft fippear Strath-Earn, cmbelliflied with the feats of Lord Kinnoul, Lord 
Rollo, and of feveral other gentlemen ; the Carfe, or rich plain of Cowrie ; Stormont 
hills and the hill of Kinnoul, whofe vaft cliff is remarkable for its beautiful pebbles. 
The meanders of the Earn, which winds more than any river I at this time had fecn, 
are moft enlivening additions to the feene. The laft turn it takes forms a fine penin- 
fula prettily planted j and juft beyond it joins the Tay §, whofe scftuary lies full in view, 
the fea clofing the profpeA on this fide. 

To the north lies the town of Perth, with a view of part of its magnificent bridge ; 
which, with the fine woods called Perth Parks, the vaft plwn ofStrath-Tay, the winding 
of that noble river, its illands, and the grand boundary formed by the diftant highlands, 
finifh this matchlefs feene. The inhabitants of Perth are far from being blind to the 
beauties of their river ; for with Angular pleafure they relate the tradition of the Ro- 
man army, when it came in fight or the Tay, burfting into the exclamation of Ecce 
'Tiherinu 

On approaching the town are fomg pretty walks handfomely planted, and at a fmall 
diftance, the remains of fome works of Cromwell’s, called Oliver’s Mount. 

Perth is large, and in general well-built ; two of the ftreets are remarkably fine ; in 
fome of the lefler are yet a few wooden houfes in the old ftyle ; but as they decay, the 
magiftrates prohibit the rebuilding them in the old way. There is but one parifli, 
which has three churches, befides meetings for feparatifts, who are very numerous. 
One church, which belonged to a monaltery, is very ancient : not a veftige of the laft is 
now to be feen ; for the difdples of that rough apoftle Knox made a general defolation 
of every edifice that had given Ihclter to the w'orlhippers of the church of Rome ; it 
being one of his maxims to pull down the nefts, and then the rooks would fly away.^ 

The flourilhing ftate of Perth is owing to two accidents : the firft, that of numbers 
of Cromwell’s wounded ofHccw and foldiers chufing to relide here, after he left the 
kingdom, who introduced a fpirit of induftry among th<; people ; the other caufe was 
the long continuance of the Earl of Mar's army here in 171 5, which occafioned vaft 
funis of money being fpent in the place. But this tSwn, as well as all Scotland, dates 
its profperity from the year 1745, the government of this part of Greaj Britaift having 
never been fettled till a little after that time. The»febellion was a difordcr \ iolent in 
its operation, but falutary in its effects. * * 

• Raleigh’s Hid. of the World. Book i. ch. 5. fcA. e. • 

t Sir W. Temple’s £flay on^calth and Long Life. Vide his Works, folio e l. t, ajtJ. 

Cent. viii. feft. 755. J Tans, Taciti Vit. Agr. 
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The trade of Perth is confiderable. It exports annually one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds worth of linen to different places ; from twenty- four to thirty thoufand 
bolls of wheat and barley to London and Edinburgh, and about twelve or fourteen 
thoufand pounds worth of cured lalmon. That filh is taken there in vaff abundance ; 
three thoufand have been caught in one morning, weighing one with another fixteen 
pounds; the whole capture, fortv-eight thoufand pounds. The filhery begins at 
St. Andrew’s day, and ends Auguu 26th, old ftyie. The rents of the fifheries amount 
to three thoufand pounds per annum. 

; I was informed that fmelts come up this river in Ma^ and June. 

There has been in thefe parts a very great filhery or pearl got out of the frefli-water 
mufcles. From the year 1761 to 1764, io,oool. worth were fent to London, and Ibid 
from I os. to il. 16s. per ounce. I was told that a pearl had been taken there that 
weighed 33 grains. But this filhery is at prefent exhaufted, from the avarice of the 
undertakers : it once extended as far as Loch-Tay. 

Gowrie-houfe is Ihewn to all ftrangers ; formerly the property and refidence of the 
Earl of Gowrie, whofe tragical end and myfterious confpiracy (if confpiracy there was) 
are llill frelh in the-minds of the people of Perth. At prefent the houfe is occupied by 
fome companies of artillery. I was Ihewn the llaircafe where the unhappy nobleman 
was killed, the window the frighted monarch James roared out of> tmd that he efcaped 
through, when he was faved from the fury of the populace, by baily Roy, a friend of 
Gowne's, who was extremely beloved in the town. 

From the little traditions preferved in the place, it feems as if Gowrie had not the 
leaft intent of murdering the king : on the day his majelly came to Perth, the earl was 
engaged to a wedding-dinner with the dean of guild : when the account of the king^s 
deugn reached him he changed colour, on being taken fo unprovided ; but the dean 
forced him to accept the nuptial feaft, which was fent over to the earl’s houfe. 

When the king fled, he palfed by the feat of Sir William Moncrief, near Eam-bridge, 
who happening to be walking out at that time, heard from the mouth of his terrified 
majelly the whole relation ; but the knight found it fo marvellous and fo disjointed, as 
plainly to tell the king, ** that if it was a true llcvy, it was a very flrange (me.” 

Gowrie was a molt accomplilhed gentleman. After he had finilheU, his ftudies, he 
held the profeflbr of philofophy’s. chair for two years in one of the Italian univerfities. 

Crols the Tay on a temporary bridge ; the Hone bridge,-w’hich is to confifl of nine 
arches, being at this time unfinilhed : the largell arch is feventy-fix feet wide ; when 
complete, it promifes to be a mod magnificent ftrufture. The river here is very vio- 
lent, and admits of fcarce any navigation above ; but Ihips of one hundred and twenty 
tons burthen come up as high as the town ; and if fiat-bottomed, of even two hundred 
tons. * 

Scone lies about a mile and half higher up, on the ead bank of the river. Here was 
once an abbey of great antiquity *, which was burnt by the reforming zealots of Dundee. 
The pre'ent palace was begun by Earl Gowrie; but, on his death, being granted by 
James VI. to his favourite Sir David Murray of Gofpatrie, was completed by him ; 
who, in gratitude to tjie King, h^s, in (evlfal parts of the houfe put up the royal arms. 
The houfe is built round two courts ; the dining-room is large and handfomc, has an 
ancient but magnificent chimncy-piece, the king's arms, with this' motto, 

c 

Nebf I hme invida miCtrunt . centum fex prccivi. 


^ Founded by Akxander.I. 11749 fors canon regubr of St. Aoguftin. 
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Beneath are the Murray'anns. In the drawing-room is fome good old tapefti^, with 
an excellent figure of Mercury. In a fmall bed-chamber is a medley fcripture-pieCe in 
needje-work, with a 'border of animals, pretty well done; the work of Mary Stuart, 
during her confinement in Loch-Lcven caille : but the houfe in general is in a man- 
ner unfumilhed. • 

The gallery is about a hundred and fifty-five feet long ; the top arched, divided into 
compartment^, filled with paintings, in water-colours, of diiferent forts of huntmgs ; 
and that Nimrod, James VI. and his train, appear in every piece. 

Till the dcftniftion of the abby, the Kings of Scotland drere crowned here, fitting in 
the famous wooden chair, which Edward I. tranfported to Weftminfter Abby, much 
to the mortification of the Scots, who ellcemed it as their palladium. Charles II. be- 
fore the battle 0/ Worcefter, was crowned in the prefent chapel. The old Pretender 
refided at Scone for a confiderable time in 1715, and his fon made it a vifit in 1745. 

Re-paffed the Tay at Bullion’s boat ; vifited the field of Loncarty, celebrated for the 
great vidory • obtained by the Scots over the Danes, by means of the gallant peafant 
Hay, and his two fons, who, with no other weapons than the yokes which they fnatched 
from their oxen then at plough, firfi put a Hop to the flight of their countrymen, and 
afterwards led them on to conqueft. The noble families of Hay defeend from this 
rufiic hero, and, in memory of the adion, bear for their arms the inftrument of their 
vidory, with the allufive motto of SiS j»go. There are on the fpot feveral* tumuli, in 
which are frequently fotind bones depofited in loofc ftones, difpofed in form of a coffin. 
Not remote is a fpot which fupplied me with far more agreeable ideas ; a trad of 
ground, which in 1732 was a mere bog, but now converted into good meadows, and 
about fifty acres covered with linen ; feveral other parts with building, and all the ap- 
paratus of the linen manufadure, extremely curious and worth feeing, carried on by 
the indudrious family of the Sandimans : and in the bleachery are annually whitened 
four hundred thoufand yards of linen, the manufadure of this family, and of Mr. 
Marfliall and others from Perth. 

The country is good, full of barley, oats, and flax in abundance ; but, after a few 
miles travelling, is fucceeded by a black heath. Ride through a beautiful plantation 
of pines, and, rftcr^defeending an eafy flope, the plain beneath fuddcnly contracts itfelf 
into a narrow glen. The profped before me llrongly marked the entrance into the 
Highlands, the hills that bounded it on each fide being lofty and rede. * On the left 
was Bimam wood, which feems never to have recovered the march which its anceftors 
made to Dunlinane : ^ I was (hewn at a great diftance a high ridge of hills, where fome 
remains of that famous fortrefs (Macbeth’s caille) are faid yet to cxift. 

The pafs into the Highland.-; is awfully magnificent; high, craggy, and often naked 
mountains prefent tljemfelvcs tft view, approach very ne;w each other, and in mmv 
parts are fringed with wood, overhanging and darkening the Tay, that rolls with great 
rapidity beneath. After fome advance in this hollow,^ moil beautiful knowfi, covered 
with pines, appears full in view ; and foon after- the town of Dunkeld, fcated.under 
and environed by crags, partly naked, partly wooded, with fummits of « vaft heigiR. 
Lay at Invert, a good inn on the weft fide of tjic riv^. , 

July 28. Croffed it in a boat, attendetTby a tame fwan, which was perpetually foji- 
citing our favors, by ’putting its neck over the fides of the ferry-boa*. Land in the 

^ * In the of Kenneth, wIkp began In's reign 975. • 

f Invt r -Cl whore a kflor river runs into a greater ; or a river into .a lak? or fea, as Abner ligHififf 
in the I fi' 
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Duke of AthoPs gardens, which are extremely pleafing, wafhed by the river, and com* 
ending from difteroat parts of the walks, tbe mod beautiful and pi^urefque views of 
wild and gloomy nature that can be conceived. Trees of all kinds grow here ex* 
tranely well ; and even fo fouthem a (hrub as Portugal laurel flourilhes greatly. In 
the garden are the ruins of the cathedral, once a magnificent edifice, as appears by 
the beautiful round pillars ftill fta'nding ; but the choir is preferved, and at prefent-ufed 
as a church. In the burial-place of the family is a large monument of th9 Marquis of 
Athol, hung with the arms of the numerous connexions of the family. 

On the other fide of the river is a pleafing walk along the banks of the water of 
Bran *, a great and rapid torrent, full of unmenfe (tones. On a rock at the end of the 
walk, is a neat building, impending over a mod horrible chafm,< into which the river 
predpitates itfelf with great noife and fury from a confiderable height. The windows 
of the pavilion are formed of painted glafs ; fome of the panes are red, which makes 
the water refemble a fiery cataraX. About a mile further is another. Rumbling Brig, 
like, but inferior in grandeur, to that near Kinrofs. 

The town of Dunkeld is fmall, and has a fmall linen manufaXure. Much company 
relbrts here in the fummer months, for the benefit of drinking goats’ milk and whey 
I was informed here, that thofe animals will eat ferpents ; as it is well known that 
frags do. ^ 

After a ride of two miles along a narrow flrah, aniidft trees, and often In fight of 
the Tay, -was driven by rain into a fi(herman*s hut, who entertained me with an ac« 
count of his bufiitefs : faid he paid ten pounds per ann. for the liberty of two or three 
miles of the river j fold foe fird fifh of the feafon at three-pence a pound j after that, 
got three Ihillings per fi(K. The houfes in thefe parts began to be covered with broom, 
which lads three or four yearn : their infides mean, and very fcantily furnifiied j but 
the owners civil, fenfible, and of the quicked apprehenfions. 

The dndt now widens into a vale plentiful in oats, barley and flax, and well peopled. 
On the right is the junXion of the Tay and the Tumcl : the channels of thefe rivers 
are wide, foil of gravel, the mark of their devadation during floods. Due north is the 
road to Blair and Fort Augudus, through the noted pafs of Killicrankie : turn to the 
left ; ride oppofite to Cadle Menzies : reach Taymouth, the feat 6f the Earl of 
Breadalbane. , 

July 49, &c. Taymouth f lies in a vale fcarce a mile broad, very fertile, bounded 
on each fide by mountains finely planted. Thofe on the fouth are covered with trees, 
or with corn-fields far up their fides. The hills on the north are planted with pines 
and other trees, and vadly deep, and have a very Alpine look ; but particularly re- 
femble the great Hope,- oppofite the Grande Chartreufe in DauphinA His lordfhip’s 
policy I furrounds the houfe, which dands in the park,' and is one, of the few in which 
, fallow deer, are feen. 

The ground is in remarkable fine order, owng to his Lordfhip’s afliduity in clearing 
it from dones, with which it wras once covered. A blader was in condant employ to 
bfrid foe ^eat atones with gun-pqwder j for, by reafon of their fize, there was no other 
method of removing them. *■ t 

<The Berceau yralk is very magnificent, compofed of great trees, forming a fine 
gothic a&'ch ; and probably that fpecies of architeXure owm its origin to foch vaulted 

* • RiVers in Scotland arc very frequently called witera. ^ ^ 

f ^Its name in old map* is Ballocfi ; i. e. the mouth of the Loch : Bala in the Britifh language. 

X This word here fignifies improvementi| or demefne ; when ufed by a merchsinti or tradesman, fignifies 
their warchopfes, fliopa, and the like. 

1 1 fhadcs. 
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ihades. The walk on >he bank of the Tay is fifty feet wide, and two-and.twcnty hun- 
dred yards long ; but is to be continued as for as the junction of the Tay and the Lion, 
whjpb is about as far more. The lirft runs on the tides of the walk with great ra- 
pidity, is clear, but not colourlefs, for its pellucidnefs is like that of brown cryftal ; as 
is the cafe with moft of the rivers in Scotland, which receive their tinge from the bogs. 
The Tay has here a wooden bridge two hundred feet long, leading to a white feat on 
the fide of the oppofite hill, commanding a fine view up and down Strath-Tay. The 
rich mcadoW'S beneath, the winding of the river, the beginning of Loch-Tay, the dif- 
charge of the river out of it, the neat village and church of Kinmore, form a mofi plea- 
fing and magnificent prorpeft. 

The view from the temple of Venus is that of the lake, with a nearer fight of the 
church and village, and the difeharge of the river. The l^e is about one mile broad, 
and fiiieen long, bounded on each fide by lofty mountains j makes three great bends, 
which add to its beauty. 1 hole on the fouth are well planted, and finely cultivated 
high up ; interfperfed with the habitations of the Highlanders, not fingly, but in fmall 
groupes, as if they loved fociely or clanlhip : they are very fmall, mean, and without 
.windows or chimnies, and arc the difgrace of North Britain, as its lakes and rivers are 
its glory. Loch-Tay is in many places a hundred ^thorns deep, and within as many 
yards of the Ihorc, fifty four. 

Till of late, this lake was fuppofed to be as Incapable of freezing as Loch-Nefs, 
Loch-Eam, and Loch-Each ; though Loch-Rannoch, and even Loch-Fine, an arm of 
the fea, often does. But jn March 177 1, fo rigorous and uncommon was the cold, 
that about the twentieth of that month this vaft body of water was frozen over in one 
part from fide to fide, in the fpace of a fingle night ^ and fo firong yvas the ice, as 
greatly to damage a boat which was caught in it. 

Loch-Tay abounds with pike, perch, eels, fahnon, char, and trout ; of the laft, 
fome have been taken that weighed«above thirty pounds. Of thefe fpecies, the High- 
landers abhor eels, and alfo lampreys, fancying, from the form, that they are too nearly 
related to ferpents. 

The north fide is Icfs wooded, but.more cultivated. The vaft hill of Laurs, with beds 
of fnow on it,* through great part of the year, rifes above the reft, and the ftill loftier 
mountain of Benmor clofes the view far beyond the end of the lake. All this country 
abounds with game, fuch as Grous, ptarmigans *, fiags, and a peculiar fpecies of hare, 
which is found only on the fummits of the higheft hills, and never mixes with the 
common kind, which is frequent enough in the vales t : is left than the common hare ; 
its limbs Vnore flender ; its flelh more delicate : is very agile, and full of frolick wheir 
kept tame ; is fond of honey and carraway comfits, and prognofticates k ftorm by eating 
its own dung : in ^ wild ftate^oes not run an end, but feeks (belter under (tones as 
loon as poflible. During fummer its predominant colour is grey : about September it 
' begins to afiume a fnovvy whitenefs, the alteration o|^ colour appearing about the neck. ‘ 
and rump, and becomes entirely white, except the edges and tips of the jears : in 
April it again refumes its grey coat. , , * , 

The ptarmigans inhabit the very fummits of the M^hcfl mountains, amidft the rocks, 
perching among the grey ftones, and during* fummer are fcarccly to be diftingujjhcd 
from them, by realbn of their colour. They feldom take long nights, buj fly about 
like pigeons ; are filly birds, and fo tame as to fufler a ftone to be Hung at them with- 
out rifing. It is not nectary to have a dog to lind them. They tafte fo like a po\is, 

* Br Zool. L No.pjf. f IbM. No. si. 
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as to be fcarce diftioguifhable. During winter, their plumage, except a few feathers 
on the tail, are of a pure white, the colour of the fnow, in which they bury themfelves 
in heaps, a prote^on from the rigorous cur. 

Royfton crows, called here hooded crows, and in the Erfe, feannag, are very' com> 
mon, and refide here the whole year. They breed in all forts of trees, not only in the 
Highlands, but even in the pkuns of Murray : lay fix eggs ; have a fliriller note than 
the common fort ; arc much more mifehievous ; pick out the eyes of lambs, and even 
of horfes, when engaged in bogs } but for want of other food, will cat cranberries, and 
other mountain berries. 

Ring ouzels breed among the hills, and in autumn defeend in Hocks to feed on the 
berries of the wicken trees. 

Sea eagles breed in ruined towers, but quit the country in winter. The black eagles 
continue there the whole year. 

It is very difficult to leave the environs of this delightful place. Before I go within 
doors, mull rccal.to mind the fine winding walks on the fouth fide of the hills, the 
great beech fixteen feet in girth, the piclurefque birch with its long llreaming branches, 
the hermitage, the great catara^s adjacent, and the darkfome chafm beneath. I mull 
enjoy over again the view of the fine reach of the Tay, and its union with the broad 
water of the Lion : I muft ftep dowm to view the druidical circles of ftones ; and, lallly, 
I muft vifit Tay-bridge, and, as far as my pen can contribute, extend the fame of our 
military countrymen, who, among orfier works worthy of the Romans, founded this 
bridge, and left itshUlory inferibed in thefe terms : 

Mirare 

Viam banc mQitarem 
Ultra Romanos terminos 
M. paffuum ccl. hac iliac 
Kxttrnfam ; 

Tcfqins ft paludibus cnfultantcm 
Per montes mpffquc patefaftam 
Et iiidignanti Tavo 
Ut ctrnis inUratam ; 

Opus hoc arduum fua fnlertia^ 
decennali militum opera, 

A Mr, Xn«. 1733. Pofuit G. Wade 
Copiarum m Scotia Prafcftus. 

Ecce quantum valcant 
Regis Georgii IL aufpicla. 

Taymouth is a lai^e houfe, a caftle modernized. The moft remarkable* part of its 
furniture is the works of the &mous Jamefon *, the Scotch Vandyck, an elcve of this 
family. That fingular performance of his, the geneiJogical picture, is in good pro 
fervation. The duef of the Aigyle family is placed recumbent at the root of a 
tree with* a branch;, on the right is a fingle head of his elded fon. Sir Duncan 
Campbell, laird of Lochou ; but on the various ramifications, are the names of his 
defendants, and along the body of the tree are nine fmall heads, in oval frames, with 
the names on the margins, all ddiie \rith great neatnef : the fecond fon was the firll of 

the houfe of Breadalbane, which branckra from the other about four hundred years 

« 

* Sonot RB sircbiteA at Aberdeen < ftudled under Reubens, at Antwerp. Charles 1 . fat to himy and 
prefented him with a diamond ring. He always- drew bimrdf with his iiat gn. His prices were zol. 
Scotfy or il. 3s. 4d. Engl^, per head : was born In 1 586 ; died at £dTnburgh| 1644. For a further ac- 
count/ confolt Mr. Walpole’s AoccdoUV of PaiouoK* 


ago. 
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ago. In a corner !s infcr^bed, ** The Genalogie of the houfe of Glenorquhie quhairof 
is defcendit fundrie nobil and worthie houfes. Jamefon faciel^at 1 635.’* Its fize is eight 
feet by five. In the fame room are about twenty heads of perfons of the fiimily ; 
among others, that of a lady, fo very ugly, that a wag, on feeing it, with lifted hands- 
pronounced, that Ihe was tearfully and wonderfully made. There are in the fame 
houfe, feveral heads by Jamefon, but many of them unfortunately fpoiled in the re- 
pairing. 

In the library is a fmall book, called from tlie binding, the Black Book, with fome 
beautiful drawings in it, on vellum, of the Breadatbane family, in water colours. In 
the firll page is old Sir Duncan between two other figures, then follow feveral chiefs 
of the family, among whom is Sir Cofin, Knight of Rhodes, who died 1480, aged 3 o. 
At the end is a manulcript hiftory of the family, ending, I think, in 1633. 

July 30. Went to divine fervice at Kinmore * church, which, with the village, was 
re-built, in the neateft manner by the prefent Lord Breadalbane r they Hand beautifully 
on a fmall headland, projefting into the lake. Ilis lordfhip permits the inhabitants to 
live rent-free, on condition they exercife fome trade, and keep their houfes clean : fo 
that, by thefe terms, he not only laves the expence of fending, on eVery trifling occa- 
Uon, to Perth or Grief, but has got fome as good workmen, in common trades, as any 
in his Majefly’s dominions. 

The church is a remarkably neat plain building, with a very handfome tower ftccplc. 
The congregation was numerous, decent, attentive, ftill ; well and neatly clad, and not 
a ragged or llovenly perfon among them. There were two fervices, one in Englilh, 
the other in Erfe. After the firft, numbers of people, of both fexes, went out of the 
church, and, feating themfelves in the church-yard, made, in their motley habits, a gay 
and pifturcfquc appearance. The devotion of the common people of Scotland on the 
ufual days of worlhip, is as much to be admired, as their conduit at the facrament in 
certain places is to be cenfured. It is celebrated but once in a year when there are 
fometimes three thoufand communicadts, and as many idle fpedators. Of the firft, as 
many as poflTible crowd on each fide of a long table, and the elements fometimes are 
rudely Ihovcn from one .to another ; and in certain places, before the day is at amend, 
fighting and otJ;icr indecencies enfue. ’It has often been made a feafon for debauchery ; 
and to this day. Jack cannot always be perfuaded to eat his meat like a Chriftian J. 

Every Sunday a colleftion is made for the fick or neceflitous ; for poor’s rates are 
unknown in eveiy pariftj in Scotland. Notwithftanding the common people are but juft 
rouzed from their native indolence, very few beggars are feen in North Britain : either 
they are fyll mafters of the Iclfon of being content with a very little ; or, what is more 
probable, they are poffeffed of a fpirit that will ftrugglc hard with necefliiy before it wilb 
bend to the afldng of alms. 

Vifiied a pretty ifland in Loch-Tay, tufted with trees, and not for from the IhOre. 
On it are the ruins of a .priory dependent on that at Stoune ; founded in 1 122, by 
Alexander the Firft ; in which were depofited the remaiiis of his Queen Sybilla, natu- 
ral daughter to Henry I. : it. was founded by Alexander in order for the prayers of the 
Monks for the repofe of his foul and that of his roj^l confort §'. To* this illand the 
Campbells retreated, during the fucceftes of the Marquifs of Montrofe, where they de- 
fended themfelves againft that hero, which was one caufe of his yolent rcfentmsnt 
againft the whole name.. 

♦ Or the Great Heail! • 

t FormSrly the facrament was adminiftcred but once in two years.* % Tale of a Tub. 

§ Ai appear# from a grant made by that monarcli of the illc in Loch-Tay,. Ui Pro tccMa Hi Pro me et 
pru anltna Sybilla: ibi defunbi^ fabrUetur, See. 

July 
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July 31ft, Rode to Glen>Lion ; went by the fide of the viver * that gives name to it. 
It has now loft its ancient title of Duie, or Black, given it on account of a great battle 
between the Mackays and the Maegregors ; after which, the conquerors are ft id to have 
lluned the waters with red, by wafiiing In it their bloody fwords and fpears. On the 
right is a rocky hill, called Shi>hallen, oi: the Paps. Enter Glen-Lion through a ftrair 
pafs : the vale is narrow, but fertile ; the banks of the river fteep, rocky, and wooded ; 
through which appears the rapid water of the Lion. On the north is^a round fortrels, 
on the top of a hill : to which in old times, the natives retreated on any invafibn. A 
little farther, on a plain, ^ & fmall Roman camp t, called by the Highlanders Eortingal, 
or the fort of the Strangers : themfelves they ftile Na fian, or defeehdants of Fingal. 
In Fortingal church-yard are the remains of a prodigious yew-tree, whofe ruins mea- 
fured fifty-fix feet and a half in circumference. 

Saw at the houfe of Colonel Campbell.of Glen-Lion, a curious walking-ftafT, belong- 
ing to one of his anceftors ; it was iron cafed in leather, five feet long ; at the top a 
neat pair of extended wings, like a caducous ; but, on being fliakcn, a poniard, t\vi> 
feet nine inches long, darted out. 

He alfo favoured me with the fight of a very ancient brotche, which the Highlands 
ufe, like the fibula of the Romans, to faften tneir veil : it is made of filver, is round, 
with a bar crofs the middle, from whence are two tongues to faften the folds of the 
garments : one fide isftudded with pearl, or Cbarfe getns, in a very rude manner ; on 
the other, the names of the three kings of Cologne, Cafpar, Melchior, Baltazar ; with 
the word confummatim. It was probably a confecrated broiche, and worn not only for 
ufe, but as an amulet. Keyfler’s account of the virtues attributed to their names con- 
firms my opinion.' He fays that they were written on flips of paper in this form, and 
worn as prefervatives againft the falling-ficknefs : 

Gafpar fert Myrrham, 'I'hus Melchior, Balthazar, Aurum j 

Solvitur a morbo Chrifti pietate caduco. • 

Return South, and come at once in fight of Loch-Tay. The day very fine and calm, 
the whole fc«.ne was moft beautifully repeated in the water. I muft pot omit that on 
the north fide of this lake is a moft excellent road, which runs the whole length of it, 
leading to Tiendrum and Inverary, in Argylclliire, and is the i;oute which travellers 
muft take, who make what I call the petit tour | of Scotland. This whole road was 
made at the foie expence of the prefent Lord Breadalbanc ; who, to facilitate the tra-' 
veiling, alfo ereffed thirty-two ftone bridges over the torrents that rufh from the 
mountains into the lake. They will find the whole country excell in roads, partly mili- 
tary, partly done by ftatute labour, and much by the munificence of the great men. 

I was informed, that Lord Breadalbane’s eftate was fo extenfive that he could ride a 
hundred miles an end on it, even as far as the Weft Sfea, where be has alfo fome iflands. 
Thefe great properties are divided into diftrifts, called Officiaries : a ground officer pre- 
fides oveV each, and has three, four, or five hundred men under his care. He fuper- 
intends the duties, due from each to their Lord, fuch as fetching peat, bringing coal 
^ 9 m Grief, &c. which they doj at their own expence, on horfes backs, travelling in 

' • t 

^ * Thit mcf freczci ; but the Taj, which reccivcsf never does. 

f It poffiblj might have been made during the expedition of Severus* who* penetrated to the extremity 
of this aland. It was the moft northern work of the Romans of vt hich I had any intelligence. 

^ Which comprehends the route ^ have defjcribed ; adding to it, from Taymouth, along the road^ on 
t hg,fi 4 c of the laJte, to Killiny t6 piiles ; from thence to Tiendrum. 20 ; Gleiibrchie. 12 ; Inveraraf. 16 ; 
Lfl Loch-Liomond. ; Dumbarton, I2 ; Glafgow. 15 ; Sterling, ; fidfnburgh, by 

Hopetoun Houfe/35 1 a trad ttoparallcled^ for the variety and frequency of fine and magnificent feenery. 

firings. 
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{Irings, the tail of one horfe being faftened by a cord, which reaches to the head of the 
next : the horfes are little, and gcn<^Ily white or greV j and as the farms are very 
final!, it is common fr>r four to keep a plough between tnem, each fumiihing a horfe, 
and this* called a horJc'-gang. 

The north fide of Loch-Tay is very populous ; for in ilxteen fquare miles arefeven- 
teen hundred and eighty-fix fouls : on the other fide, above twelve hundred, "the 
country, within thefe thirty years, manufiidures a great deal of thread. They fpin with 
rocks*, which they do while they attend their cattle on the hills; and, at the four 
fitirs in the year, .held at Kinmore, above fixteen hundred pounds worth of yarn is fold 
out of Breadalbanc only : which Ihews the increafe of induftry in thefe parts, for lefs 
than forty years ago there was not the lead trade in this article. The yarn is bought 
by perfons who attend the fairs for that purpofe, and fell it again at Perth, Glafgow, 
and other places, A'hcrc it is manufactured into cloth. 

Much of this may be owing to the good fenfe and humanity of the chieftan ; but 
much again is owing to the abolition of the feudal tenures, or vaifalage ; for before 
that was cifeCted, (which was done by the influence of a chanceliorf, whofe memory 
Scotland gratefully adores for that femce) the ftrong opprclTed the weak, the rich the 
poor. Courts indeed were held, and juries called ; but juries of vaflTals, too dependent 
and too timid to be relied on for the execution of true juflice. 

Augufi I. Leave Taymuuth ; ford the lion, and ride above it through fome woods. 
On the left burfis out a fine cafeade, in a deep hollow, covered with trees : at a fmall 
diftancetotheweft isCaftle Garth ; or, more properly, Oarbh, i. e. The rough place, 
a fmall cafile feated like Cafllc Campbell, between two deep glens. Keep afeehding a 
ftcep hill, but the corn country continues for a while : the feene then changes for a 
wild, black, and mountainous heath. Defcend into Rannoch, a meadowy plain, toler* 
'ably fertile : the lake of the fame name extends from eall to wefi ; w about eleven miles 
.long, and one broad ; the northern bank appears very barren : part of the fouthern 
finely covered with a foreit of pine and birch, the firfi natural woods I had feen of pines ; 
rode a good way in it, but obferved no trees of any fize, except a birch fixteen feet in 
circumference : the ground beneath the trees is covered with heath bilberries, and 
dwarf arbutus, whofe glofly Laves make a pretty appearance. This place gives ihelter 
to black game, and Roes, 'fhefe animals are found from the banks of Loch-Lomond, 

’ as far north as the entrance Into Caithnefs : in fummer their hair is fliort, fmCioth, glofly, 
and red ; at approach of winter grows long and hoary, and proves an excellent defence 
againft the rigour of the Highland air. The weight of a full grown roe is 6oIb. The 
horns of the fecond year are llrait, llcnder, and without any branch ; in the third be- 
come bifurcated : in the fourth, trifurcated, and grow more fcabrous and' ftronger, in 
proportion to their longevity. 'Jfliey feed during fummer on grafs, and are remarkably 
fond of the Rubus Saxatilis, called in the Highlands, on that account, the Roebuck 
Berry. When the ground is covered with fnow, they browze on the extreme branches 
of the pine and juniper. They bring two young at a time : the fawns elegantly fpotted 
with white. It is extremely difficult to rear them ; commonly ei^ht out of ten dying ia 
the attempt* The flefh of the Roe is by fomc accounted a delicacy : to me it feemed 
very dry. They keep in fmall families of five' or fix. 

* Their Lord gives among them annually a great number of fpiniaing wheels, which will foon caufe the 
difufe of the rock. . • 

t Earl of Hardwick, who mny1>e truly faTd to have givea to the North Britpns their grew charttr of 
liberty. 


Near 



48 PEN^AN'r*S TOUR IM SCOTtAKDt 

Near thefe woods Is a faw-mill, which is rented from the* Government : and the te- 
nant is obliged to work 1 50 tons of timber annually, paying eighteen .IhilUngs and fix- 
pence per ton. The deal, which is the red fort, is fold in plank to different parts of 
the country, carried on horfes backs, for the trees are now grown fo fcarce as not to 
admit of exportation ^ 

The lake affords no other filh than trouts, fmall chars, and bull trouts : the laft, as ’ 
I was informed, are foinetimes taken of the length of four feet and a half. Many water 
fowl breed in the birns or little ftreams that trickle into the lake ; among others, dif- 
ferent forts of grebes and divers ; I was told of one which the inhabitants call Far- 
bhuachaille, or the Herd-man*s Watch*man, that makes a groat noife before (forms, 
and by their defeription find it to be the northern diver. Br.’ Zool. 4th Ed. Vol. II. 
No. 237. No rats have hitherto been obferved in this country. 

Tnis country was once the property of Robertfon of Struan, and was granted to an 
anceftor of his, as a reward for taking Robert Graham, the ruffian who murdered 
James I. It was then valued at a hundred marks. He was likewife permitted to bear 
in his coat of arms a Graham bound in chains. A defeendant of his, (lyled Mac- 
Robert, was the moft potent plunderer of his days, and, at the head of eight hundred 
men, for a long time ravaged Athol and the adjoining countries, in the beginning of the 
reign of James V. but at length was furprized and (lain f. The late Struan feemed to 
inherit his turbulent difpofition. He had been In the rebellion of 1715 ; had hisefiatc 
reftored, but in 1 745 rebelling a fecond time, the country was burnt, and the eftate 
annexed to the crown. He returned a few years after, and died as he lived, a moft- 
abandoned fot ; notwithftanding which, he had a genius for poetry, and left behind him 
a volume of elegies and other pieces, in foine of which he elegantly laments the rav- 
ages of war among his vaffals, and the lofs of his favorite fccncs, and in particular his 
fountain Argentine. 

The country is perfectly highland*; and in fpite of the intcrcourfe this and the 
neighbouring parts have of late years had with the reft of the world, it ftlll retains fomc 
of its ancient cuftoms and fuperftitions : they decline daily, but left their memory 
(hould be loft, I ffiall mention feveral that arc ftill praflifed, or but very lately difufed 
in the trail I had' paffed over. Such a record will have this advantage, w'hen the 
follies are ej tincl, in teaching the unfliackled and enlightened mind the difference be- 
tween the pure ceremonies of religion, and the wild and anile flights of fupcrftition. 

The belief in fpeilres ftill cxifts ; of which I had a remarkable proof while I was in 
the county of Breadalbane. A poor vifionary, who had been working in his cabbage 
garden, inag'ined that he was raifed fuddcnly into the air, and conveyed* over a wall 
into an adjacent corn field t ; that he found himfelf furrounded by a crowd of men and 
wt)men, many of whom he knew to have been dead (8me years, ,and who appeared to 
him (kimmiug over the tops of the unbended com, and mingling together like bees 
going to hive : that they fpokc an unknown language, and with a hollow found : that 
they very roughly pufhed him to and fro ; but on his uttering the name of God, all 
^anilhed but & female fprite, wlya feizing him by the fhoulder, obliged him to promife 
an aflignatioii, at that very honrt that^day fevennight ; that he then found that his hair 
was all tied in dt^blc knots, and that he hadalmoft loft the ufe of his fpccch; that 
tic kept bis wortl with the fpedre, whom be foon faw come floating through the 

* iSomc Pot Afli IS alfo made ofjthc BiVch wood. f Buebanan, Kt>. xili. c. 4.7. 

:j* Thcfc tales ai tranfoorcatfons are far from being new ; Mr. Aubrey, in his Mifcellames, p. i 

tivotidiculoud relations of aiinoit fimnarfads, one in Devonn)iri;» the other in the Shire of Murray. 

5 


air 



PBNNAMT*8 TOUR IN SCOTLAND; 

air towards him : that he fpoke to her, but fhe told him at that time Ihe was in too much 
h^e to attend to him, but bid him go away, and no harm fhould befall him ; and fo 
. thealfair refted when I left the country. But it is incr^ble the mifchief thefe iEgri 
Sdmnia did in the ndghbourhood : the friends and relations of the deceafed, whom the 
old Dreamer had named, were in the utmoft anxiety at finding them in fuch bad com* 
pany in the other world : the almoft extinft J^elief of the old .idle tales began again to 
gain ground, and the good minifter will have many a weary ^fcourfe and exhortation 
before he can eradicate the abfurd ideas this idle (lorv has revived. 

In this part of the country the notion of wilchcran is qtflte loft : it was obfcrved to 
ceafe almoft immediately on the repeal of the witch aft * ; a proof what a dangerous 
inftrument it was in the hands of the vindiftive, or of the credulous. 

Among the fuperftirious cuftoms thefe are the moft fingular. A Highlander never 
begins any thingbf confequence on the day of the week on which the third of May falls, 
which he ftyles La Sheachanna na blcanagh, or the difmal day. 

On the I ft of May, the herdfmen of every vilhge hold their BcUtien t, a rural facri- 
fice. They cut a fquare trench on the ground, leaving the turf in the middle j on that 
they make a fire of wood, on which they drefs a large caudle of eggs, butter, oatmeal 
and milk ; and bring befides the ingredients of the caudle, plenty of beer and whilky ; 
for each of the company muft contribute fomething. The rites begin with fpilling 
fome. of the caudle on the ground, by way of libation ; on that every one takes a cake 
of oatmeal, qpon which are raifed nine fquare knobs, each dedicated to fome particular 
being, the fuppofed preferver of their flocks and herds, or to fome particular animal, 
the real deftroyer of them : each perfon then turns his face to the fire, breaks off a 
knob, and flinging it over *his flioulders, fays, This I give to thee, preferve thou my 
hbrfes; this to thee, preferve thou my Iheep j and fo on.” After that, they ufethe 
fame ceremony to the noxious animals $ “ This I give to thee, O fox ! fpare thou my 
lambs ; this to thee, O hoodM crow I.this to thee, O eagle !” 

When the ceremony is over, they dine on the caudle j and after the feaft is finifhed, 
what is left is hid by two perlbns deputed for that purpofe ; but on the next Sunday 
they re-affemble, and frafli the reliques of the firft entertainment J. 

On the death of a Highlander, the corpfe being ftretched on a board, and covered 
withacoarfe li^ ^rapper, the friends lay on the breaft of the deceafed a wooden 
plattor, containing a fmall quantity of fait and earth, feparate and unmixed*; the earth, 
an emblem of the corruptible body ; the fait, an emblem of the immortal fpirit. Ail 
fire is exdnguilh^ where a corpfe is kept j and it is reckoned lb ominous for a dog or 
cat to pafs t>ver it, that the poor animal is killed without mercy. 

The late-wake is a ceremony ufed at funerals. The evening after the death of any 
perfon, therelations^and firiendaof the deceafed meet at the houfe, attended by bagpipe 

• Which wat not till the year 1736. 

^ My accoant of this, and every other ceremony mentioned in tllis journal, was communicated to me by 
n gentleman refident on the fpot where th^ were performed. * ' 

1 A cuftom favouring of the Scotch Bel- tien, prcvalcsin Gloucefterihire, particulady about NeweSt 
and the neighbouring pariihes, on the twelfth day, or on the Efilphany, in the^venipg. All the fervanta 
of every particular farmer aflemble together in one of the fields that has been fown with wheat ; on the 
border of which, in the moft confpicuousormoft elevated place, they make twelve fiics dfftiaw, ina row ; 
around one of which, made larger than{the reft, they drink a .cheerful glafa of cyder to f heir maftefa health, 
fuccefa to the future harveft, and then returning home, they feaft on^akes made of carrawtys, &c. (baked 
in cyder, which they claim as a reward ft>r their paft laboun in fowiae the grain. This feems to lefemble 
a cuftom of the ancient Danes, who in their addreiTea to their deities, emptied, on every invocation, a ckp in 
honour of them. Niordi .et Frejr^ memoria poculis recolebatur, annua ut ipfis contiagetent 
frugumque et rdiquae annonw uberrimus prorcntui. Worm. Monum. Dan. lib. 1. p. 38. * 
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oc fiddle; the ncareft of kin, be it wife, fon, or daughter, opens a melancholy ball, 
dancing and greeting, i. e. crying, violently at the fame time ; and this continues till day- 
light, but with fuch gambols and I'roiics among the younger part of the company, that 
the lofs which occafioned tln m is often more than fupplied by the confequenccs of that 
night*. If the c' 'rpfe remains unburied for two nights, the fame rites are renewed. 
Thus, Scytliiau-iike, they rejoice at the deliverance of their friends out of this life of 
niifery. ^ 

I'his cuftom is an ancient Englllh one, perhaps a Saxon. Chaucer mentions it in his 
Knight’s Tale. 

Nc liow \hc liche-wakc was yliolJ 
All thilke night* 

It was not alone in Scotland that thefe watchings degenerated into excefs. Such in- 
decencies we find long ago forbidden by the church. In vigiliis circa corpora mortuorum 
vetantur chorees et cantilence,/eeulares ludi et alii turpes falui f 

The coranich, or fihging at funerals, is ftill in ufc in fome places : the fongs are ge- 
nerally in praife of the deceafed, or a recital of the valiant deeds of him or his ancefiors. 
I had not the fortune to be prefent at any in North Britain, but formerly afiificd at onfe 
in the fouth of Ireland, where it was performed in the fullnefs of horror. The cries 
are called by the Irilh the *ul$gobne and hulluluy two words extremely expreflive of the 
found uttered on thefe occafions, and being of Celtic (lock, etymologifis would fwear to 
be the origin of the oXo>.vyuv of the Greeks, and ululattis of the Latins. Virgil is very 
fond of ufing the laft, whenever any of his females are diftrelTed ; as are. others of the 
Roman poets, and generally on occafions fimilar to this. 

It was my fortune to arrive at a certain town in Kerry, at the time that a perfon of fome 
diftin<3ion departed this life : my curiofity led me to the houfe, where the funeral 
feemed condudlcd in the purell claiTical form. 

Q^dcunque afpicerem liiftus gimiturque fonabant, 
r'ormaque Tion taciti funcm inlus crat. 

In (hort, the conclamatio was fet up by the friends in the fame manner as Virgil deferibes 
that confequemial of Dido’s death. 

Lamentii gemituque ct fxnuneo ululatu 
Tedla fremunt. 

Immediately after this followed another ceremony, fully deferibed by Camden in his 
account of the manners of the ancient Iri/h ; the earneft expoftulations and ‘reproaches 
given to tht deceafed for quitting this world, where (he enjoyed fo many bleflings, fo 
goed a hulband, fuch fine children. This cufiom is atfo of great antiquity, for Kurya- 
lus’s mother makes the lama pathetic uddrefs to her dead Ion. 

• Tunc ilia fenedse 

Sera meae reqnics ? pocuilti rclinqiicre folam 
Ciudclis \ 

But when the time approached for -carrying out the corpfe, the cry wa? redoubled, 

Tremulis ululatibus vtbera complent ; 

Tliii ciiftom v^ai derived from tlfbir Northern anceftors. Longe feciirius moriciidam cfle atbitrantur 
qwam viytndum : piicrperia fiincraquc feliivo cantu, ut in pluriiiiufn conccicbrantcs. OKius 

• f Synod- V\igorn. An. 1240. c. 5. as quoted in Mr. Tyr whit’s Chaucer, IV. 2U. 
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a numerous band of females waiting in the outer court to attend the hearfe, and to pay 
(in chorus) the laft tribute of their voices. The habit of this forrowing train, and tRc 
negled of their perfons, were admirably fuited to the occafion ; their robes were black 
and fTowing, refombling the ancient Palla ; their feet naked, their hair long and dilhe- 
velled ; I might truly fay, 

Vidi fgomet nJgta fucemflam vadcre palla 
Caiiidiam : pedibus nudu, pafToquccapillo, 

Cum Sagana majore ululautcm. 

Among thefe mourners were difperfed the females who fang the praifes of the deceafed* 
and were in the place of the mulieres frajica of the Romans, and like them, a mercenary 
tribe. I could not but obferve that they over-did their parts, as liorace acquaints us 
the hireling mourners of his days did. 

Ut c]u! condudli plorant in funere, diVunt 
Et faciuiit propc plura dolcntibus ex animo. 

The corpfe was carried flowly along the verge of a moft beautiful lake, the ululatus vra®' 
continued, and the whole proceflion ended among the venerable ruins of an old abbey. 
But to return to North Britain. 

Midwives give new-born babes a fmall fpoonful of earth and whifky, as the firfl: food 
they tafte. 

Before women bake their bannocks, or oatmeal cakes, they form a crofs on the laft 
they make. 

1 he notion of fecond-fight dill prevails in a few places : as does the belief of fairies $ 
and children are watched till the chridening is over, led they diould be dole, or 
changed. 

Elf-lhots, i. e. the done arrow-heads of the old inhabitants of this ifland, are fuppofed 
to be weapons diot by fairies at cattlcj to which are attributed any diforders they have : 
in order to.effefl: a cure, the cow is to be touched by an elf-lhot, or made to drink 
the water in which one has been dipped. The fame virtue is faid to be found in the 
crydalgems*, and in the adder-done, our gleinnaidr; and it is alfo believed that 
good fortune jnud attend the owner ; fo, for that rcafon, the fird is called Clach 
Bhuai, or the powerful done. Captain Archibald Campbell fhewed me one, a fpheroid 
fet in filvcr, for the ufe of which, people came above a hundred miles, and brought the 
water it was to be dipt in with thc.m ; for without that, in human cafes, it was believed 
to have no cSe£t. 

Thefe have been fuppofed to be magical doncs or gems ufed by the Druids, to be 
infpedfed by a chade boy, who was to fee in them an apparition informing him of future 
events. This impodure, as we ye told by Dr. Woodward, was revived in the lad century 
by the famous Do£lOr Dee, who called it his diew done and holy done, and pretended, 
,by its means, to foretell events. I find in Montfaucont,*that it was cudonviry in early 
times to depofite balls of this kind in urns or fepulchfes : thus twenty were found at 
Rome in an alabaftrine urn : and one was difeovered in 1653, in the tomb of Childenc 
at Toumai ; he was King of France, and died A. D. ,480. 

Augud ad, left Carrie, the houfe of Mr. 'Campbell, faftor'for the Struan edate, 
where I had a very hofpitable reception the preceding night. Went due cad ; palTed 
over a bridge crofs theTumel, which difeharges itfelf out of Loch-Rannoch. * Not far 

• Woodward'k Method of FofGIs, p. ^o. See alfo Mr. ^brey’i Mafcclliinief, p. i>8. 

t Lcs Monumene de la Monarchic Francoife. * 
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oflF were fome neat fmali houfes, inhabited by veteran fdldiess, who were fettled here 
after the peace of 1748 ; had land, and three pounds in money given, and nine pounds 
lent to begin the world with. In fome few places this plan fucceeded ; but in general 
was fraftrated by the diilipation of thefe new colonifts, who could by no means 'relilh 
an induftrious life ; but as foon as the money was fpent, which feldom lafted long, left 
their tenements to be poflefied by the next comer. 

Saw next a (lainping>mill, >:alculated to reduce lime>llone to a fine powder, in order 
to fave the expence of burning, for manure. The dampers beat it into (mall pieces in a 
trough, which a dream of water paifed through, carrying . off the finer parts into a 
proper receptacle, the grofs ones being dopped by a grate.. I did not find that this 
project anfwered ; but was told, that the benefit the land was to receive from it, would 
not sqjpear till the third year. 

On going up a deep hill, have a fine view of the lake. Where die mountains al« 
mod clofe, is Mount Alexander, where Struan once redded, and which he called his 
hermitage ; it is a mod romantic fituation, prettily wooded, impending over a fine 
bafin, formed by the Tumel, in a deep hollow beneath. At the bottom of this hill is 
Argentine, a little fountain } to which he rave that name from the filvery micas it flings 
up : near this are feveral rude but beautimi walks amidd the rocks and trees, amond 
^ich, in clefts and chafms, I was fhewn the hard bed of the poor poet, when his diu 
loyalty had made it penal for him to fhewhis head. Near this the rocks almod meet, 
and the river rufhes with vaft violence between. Some outlawed McGregors were once 
furprized on the precipice, and all killed ; one, who made a defperate leap upon a done 
in the middle of the water, and another to the oppofite fide, had the hard fate to be 
fliot in climbling the rocky deeps. 

A mile lower are the falls of the Tumel : 1 have feen higher } but except that of the 
Rhine, never fawone with more water. 

Afcend a very deep and high hill, through a great birch wood ; a mod pl£lurefqu» 
feene, from the pendant form of the boughs waving with the wind from the bottom to 
the utmod fummits of the mountain. On attaining the top, had a view of the beauti- 
ful little Straith, fertile and prettily wooded, with the river in the middle, forming num- 
bers of quick meanders, then f^^ddenly fwelling into a lake, that fills the vale from fide 
to fide } is about three miles long, and retains the name of the liver. After riding 
along a blaclunoor, in fight of vad mountains, arrive at 

Blair *, or Athol Houfe, feated on an eminence above a plain, watered by the Gary, 
an outrageous dream, whofe ravages have greatly deformed the valley, by the vad be^ 
of gravel which it has left behind. The houfe viras once fortified, and held a fiege 
a^nd the rebels ita 1746; but at prefent is much reduced in height, and the infide 
highly finifhed by the noble owner. The mod fingulas piece of furniture is a ched of 
drawers made of broom, mod elegantly driped in veins of whitd and brown. This 
plant grow;^ to a great fize in Scotland, and furnilhes pieces of the breadth of fix. 
in^es. * 

J^eaf the houfe is a fine walk, furrounding a very deep glen finely wooded, but in 
dty weather deficient in water at4he bottom ; but on the fide of the walk on the rock 
is a fmali crydalline fountain, inhabited at that time by a pair of Naiads, in form of 
goMen fifli. In ^pruce fir was a hang-ned of fome unknown bird, fufpended at the 
four corftersto thh boughs ; it was open at top, an inch and a half in diameter, and two 

de.ep; the fides and bottom thick*, the materials mofs, worded, and b;rch bark, lined with 

. • 

* Or a level clear fpot of grouod, a fit place for an engagement. 
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hur and feathers. The dreams afford the parr, a fmall fpecies of trout, feldom ex- 
ceeding eight inches in length, marked on the lides with nine laige blui& fpots, and 
on the lateral line with fmail red ones *. 

No 'traveller Ihould omit vifiting Yorke Cafcade, a magnificent cataraft, anudfl 
moft fuitable fcenery, about a mile diffant from the houfe. , 

This country is very mountainous, has no natural woods, except of birch ; but the 
vaft plantatbns that begin to cloath the hills will amply fupply thefe defers. There is 
a great quantit/of oats raifed in this neighbourhood, and numbers of black cattle reared, 
the refources of the exhaullcd parts of South Britain. ’ • 

Vifit the pafs of Killicrankie, about five miles fouth of Blair : near the northern en- 
trance was fought the .battle between the Vifcount Dundee Snd General Mackay, in 
which the firft was killed in the moment of viftory. The pafs is extremely narrow 
between high mountains, with the Gary running beneath in a deep, darkfome, and 
rocky channel, over-hung with trees, forming a fcene of horrible grandeur. The road 
through this ftrait is very fine, formed by the foldiery lent by the government, who 
have fixpence per day from the country, befides their pay. About a mile beyond the 
pafs, Mr. Robertfon’s, of Fafkally, appears like fairy ground, amidft thefe wild rocks, 
leated in a moll beautiful meadowj watered by the nver Tumel, furrounded with pretty 
hills, finely wooded. 

The Duke of Athol’s effate is very extenfive, and the country populous : while 
vaflalage exifted, the chieftain could raiie two or three thoufand fighting men, and leave 
fufficicnt at home to take care of the ground. The forefts, or rather chafes, (for they 
are quite naked) are very extenfive, and feed vaft numbers of ftags, which range 
at certain times of the year, in herds of five hundred. Some grow to a great fize : 
I have heard of one that weighed eighteen ftone, Scots, or three hundred and fourteen 
pounds, cxclufive of head, entrails, and ikin. The hunting of thefe animals was for- 
merly after the manner of an eaftern ^nonarch. Thoufands of vaiTals furi'ounded a 
great traft of country, and drove the deer to the fpot where the chieftains were fta- 
tioned, who fliot them, at their leifure. The magnificent hunt, made by an Earl of 
Athol, near this place, for the amufement of Janies V. and the Queen-mother, is ton 
remarkable to be omitfed ; the relation is therefore given as delcribed by Sir David 
Lindfay of the Mouin t, 'who, in all probability, aflifted at it. 

« The Earl of Athole, hearing of the King’s coming, made great provifion for him 
in all things pertaining to a prince, that he was as well ferved and eafed, with all things 
neceffary to his eftate, as he had been in his own palace of Edinburgh. For I heard 
fay, this noble Earl gart make a curious palace to the King,*to his Mother, and to the 
Embaffador, where they were fo honourably eafed and lodged as they had be^n in 
England^ France, Italy, or Spain^, concerning the time and equivalent, for their hunting 
and paftime ; which was builded in the midft of a foir meadow, a foir palace of green 
timber, wind with green birks, that were green both under and above, whieh was fa- 
Ihioned in four quarters, and in every quarter and nflik thereof a great round, as it 
had been a block-houfe, which was lofted and gefted the fpace of three houfe height • 
the flooi? laid with green fcarets, fpreats, medwarts and flowers, that no man knew 
whereon he zeid, but as he had been in a garden.* Further, there were two great rounds 
in ilk fide of the gate, and a great portculleis of tree, fellinjg down witj^ the manner of 
a barrace, with a draw-bridge, and a great ftank of wqjer of fixteen foot de^, and 
thirty foot of breadth, And alfo this palace within was hung with fine tapeftry and 

* The Swnlcti Br. ZooL III. No. 148. -J- Hill. Scotland, 146, 
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arrafTcs of nik« and lighted with fine glafs windows in all airths ; that this palace was 
as pleafantly decored, with all necefl'arics pertaining to a prince, as it had been his own 
palace-royal at home. Further, this Earl gart make fuch provifion for the King, and 
his Mother, and the Embaflador, that they had all manner of meats, drinks, and dcli- 
eates that were to be gotten, at that time, in all Scotland, either in burgh or land ; that 
is to Vay, all kind of drink, as ale, beer, wine, both white and claret, malvery, inulkadcl, 
hippocras, aquavitae. Further, there was of meats, wheat-bread, niain-bread and gingc* 
bi’cad ; with flefiies, beef^ mutton, lamb, veal, viuiifon, goofe, griccj capon, coney, 
cran, fwan, .partridge, plever, duck, drake, briflel cock and pawnes, black-cock, 
and muir-fowl, cappercaillies : and alfo the ilanks, that were round about the palace, 
were full of ail delicate fifiics, as falmonds, trouts, pcarchcs, pikes, cels, and all other 
kind of delicate filhes, that could be gotten in frelh waters ; and all ready for the banket. 
Sync were there proper ftewards, cunning baxters, excellent cooks and potingars, 
with confections and drugs for their deforts ; and the halls and chambers were pre- 
pared with collly bedding, velfel and napery, according for asking, fo that he wanted 
none of his orders more than he had becii at home in his own piiiacc. The King re- 
mained in this wildcinefs, at the hunting, the fpace of three days and three nights, and 
his company, as I have Ihcwn. I heard men fay, it coll the Earl of Athole, every day, 
in expences, athoufand pounds.” ’ 

But hunting meetings, among the great men, were often the preludes to rebellion ; 
for under that pretence they collected great bodies of men without fufpicion, which at 
length occafioned an aft of parliament prohibiting fuch dangerous aflemblies. 

Aug. 3. Set out for the county of Aberdeen ; ride eaftward over a hill into Glen- 
Tilt, famous in old times for producing the mod hardy warriors, is a narrow glen, 
feveral miles in length, bounded on each fide by mountains of an amazing height ; on 
the fouth is the great hill of Ben y glo, whofe bafe is thirty-five miles in circumference, 
and whole fummit towers far above the others. . The fides of many of ihcfe mountains 
arc covered with fine verdure, and ar6 excellent iheep-walks : but entirely woodlcfs. 
The road is the moft dangerous and the mod horrible I ever travelled : a narrow path, 
fo rugged, that our hories often were obliged to crofs their legs, in order to pick a 
fecuro place for their feet ; while, at a confiderable and precipitous’ depth beneath, 
roared a black torrent, rolling through a bed of rock, I’olid in etery part, but where 
the Tilt had*worn its antient way. Salmon force their palfage even as high as this 
dreary dream, in fpitc of the didance from the fca, and the difliculties they have to 
encounter. 

Afceiid a deep hill, and find ourfelves on an arric, or traft of mountain, which the 
families of one or tuq hamlets retire to with their flocks for padure in fummer. Here 
wqrelrtlhed ourlelves with fome goats’ whey, at a Shovlin, or Bothay, a cottage made 
of turf, the dairy-houfe, where thi Highland fhepherds, or grazier^, live With their herds 
and Hockii, and during the line fealbn make butter and checTe. Their whole furniture 
conlills of a few horu-fpoons, tfteir milking uitnfils, a couch formed of fods to lie on, 
^id aVug to cover iheut. '1‘heir food oat-cakes, butter or cheefe, and often the co- 
agul.ited blood of their cattle fpread on their bannocs. Their drink milk, whey, and 
fometimes, by way 6f indulgence, wllilky. Such dairy-houfes are common to mod 
ideuntainous countries } thofe in Wales are called Hafodtai, or fummer-houfes ; thofe 
on the^wil's Afps, Seiines. 

. Dined on the fide of Locfi-Tilt, a fmall piece of water, fvarming with trouts. 
Continued pur joumpy over & wild, black, moory, melancholy traft. Reached Brae- 

mar; 
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mar • ; the country almoft'inftantly changed, and in lieu of dreary waftes, a rich vale, 
plenteous in corn and grafs, fucceeded. Crofs the Dee near its head, which, from an 
infigni^cant ftream^ in the courfe of a very few miles, increafes to the fize of a great 
river, from the influx of numbers of other waters j and is remarkable for continuing 
near fifty miles of its courfe, from Invercauld to within fix miles of Aberdeen, without 
any fenfible augmentation. The rocks of Brae-mar, on the eaft, are exceedingly ro- 
mantic, finely wooded with pine. The cliffs are very lofty, and their front inoft 
rugged and broken, with vaft pines growing out of their fiffures. 

, On the north fide of the river lies Dalmore, diftinguilhed A)y the fineff natural pines 
in Europe, both in refpefk to the fize of the trees, and the quality of the timber. Single 
trees have been fold out»of it for fix guineas ; they were from eighty to ninety feet high, 
without a lateral branch, and four feet and a half in diameter at the lower end. The 
wood is very refirfous, of a dark red colour, and very weighty. It js preferable to 
any brought from Norway, and being fawn into plank on the fpot, brings annually to 
the proprietor a large revenue. On the oppofite fide oi the river is the eftate ot In- 
vercy, noted alfo for its pines, but of a fize inferior to thofe of Dalmore. When the 
river is fwelled with rains, great floats of timber from both thefe eftates, are fent down 
into the Low Countries. 

This traft, abounding with game, was, in old times, the annual refbrt of numbers of 
nobility, who affembled here to pafs a* month or two in the amufements of the chace. 
Their huntings refcmblcd campaigns ; they lived in temporary cottages, called Lone 
quhards, were all dreffed in an uniform habit conformable to that of the country, and 
paffed their time with jollity and good cheer, moft admirably deferibed by John Taylor, 
the water poet, who, m 1618, made there his Pennileffe Pilgrimage, and deferibes, in 
page 135, the rural luxury with all the glee of a Sancho Pan9a. 

** I thank my good L.ord Erlkin,” (fays the poet) “ hee commanded that I 
fliould alwayes bee lodged in his lodging, the kitchen being ahvayes on the fide of a 
banke, many kettles and pots boyling, and many fpits turning and winding, with 
great variety of chcere: as venifon bak’d, fodden, rod and ftu’de beefe, mutton, 
goates, kid, hares, frclh falmon, pidgeons, hens*,^ capons, chickensi partridge, moore- 
coots, hcath-codcs, caperkellies, and termagants : good ale, facke, white and claret, 
tent or ( Allegant) and moft potent aquavitae t*” 

“ Ail 


Brae fignlfies a ftcep face of any hill. 

t The frgicli, difring the reign of Charles IX. feemed not only to have made full as large facrificcs 
to Diana and BacchdSi but even thought their entertain men t incomplete without the prefence of Venus. 
Jacques du Fouilloux, a celebrated writer on limiting of that age, with much ferioufneft deforibca all 
the rcquifilcs for the chace, and thus places and equips the jovial crew : «« L' Affemblet* fc doit faire^en 
quelque beau lieu foubs S«8 arbres aunres d’une foutatne on RiiiiLau, la on les vencurs fe doiaent tons 
renUie pour faire kur rapport. Cc pendant Ic Sommelier doit veuir avee trois bons chevaux chargez d’ 
inllrumens pour arroufer le goficr, conimc coutrclj?, barraux, l^arils, fldcons ct boutcilles*; lefqucllcs 
doiuent eftre plcincs de bon vin d’ Arbois, de B^aume, dcChaloce et de Graue : luy cllaiit defeendu du 
cheval, les melra rcfraifcuir en Teau, ou bieuslcs poiirra faire refroidir avec du Canfre ; apres ildlraniij 
li nappe fur la verdure. Ce fait, Ic cuifinier s'en vic’iidra charg^^Jc plufieurs lx)ns harnois de gueulc, 
comme jambons, langucs de buBuffumees, groins, orcillcs dctpourceau, ccrvelats, cfchiiices, pieces de bocuf de 
Saifon, carbonnades, jambo.is de Maycnce, partez, longcs de veau froides, couvertes dc poudre blandly, 
tt aulres menus fuffrages pur remplir le boudin kqiiel il nictra fur la nappe. 

‘‘ Lors le Roy ou le Seigneur avec ceux de fa table ellrendront Icu^rs mantcaux fur Therbe, et fe couch- 
ciont de colic deffus, bcauuans, roangeans, l iana ct failaus grand*chere and that nothing might be 
wanting to render the eiitertainintift of luch a fet of merrs men complete, honcll Jacquca adds, et s’il y 
aqiiclqae femme de reputation en ce pays qui fafle plaifir aux compagnons, clit doit ctre alicguce, cf fes 
paiTages et remuemens de fciresi attendant le rapport a veiur.’’ 
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** All thefe, and more than*there, vre had had continually^ in fuperfluoos abun- 
dance, caught by fiulconers, fowlers, fifliers, and brought by qiy Lord’s (Mar) 
tenants and purveyor, to victual our campe, which conufted of fourteen or fifteen 
hundred men and horfes. The manner of the hunting is this : five or fix hundred men 
doe rife early in the morning, and they doe difperfe themfelves divers wayes, and 
feven, eight, or ten miles compaiTe, they doe bring or chace in the deer in many heards 
(two, three, or four hundred in a heard) to fuch or fiich a place, as the noblemen 
mall appoint them ; then when day is come, the lords and gentlemen bf their compa- 
nies doe ride or goe to the faid places, fometimes wading up to the middles through 
bournes and rivers ; and then they being come to the place, doe lie down on the 
' ground till thofe forefiud fcouts, which are called the Tinckhdl, doe bring down the 
deer ; but, as the proverb fays of a bad cooke, fo thele Tinckhcll men doe lick their 
own fingers; for, befides their bowes and arrows which th^ car^ with them, wee 
can heare now and then a harguebufe, or a mufiijuct, goe on, which doe feldom dif- 
charge in vaine : then after we had Hayed three houres, or thereabouts, we might per- 
^ ceive the deer apprare on the hills round about us, (their heads making a fhew like a 
wood ) which being followed clofe by the Tinckhell, are chafed down the valley where 
we lay; then all the valley on. each fide being way-laid with a hundred couple of 
llrong Irilh greyhounds, they are let loofe, as occafion ferves, upon the heard of 
deere, that with dogs, gunnes, arrows, durkes and daggers, in the fpace of two 
houres, fourfeore fat deere were flaine, which after are difpofed of fome one way and 
fome another, twenty or thirty miles, and more than enough left for us to make merry 
with all at our rendevouze. Being come to our lodgings, there was fuch baking, boyl- 
ing, roafting and Hewing, as if Cook Ruffian had been there to have fcaldedthe Devil 
in his feathers.” But to proceed. 

Pafs by the caHle of Brae-mar, a'fquare tower, the feat of the antient Earls of Mar : 
in later times a garrifon to curb the difeontented chieftains ; but at prefent unnecctfa- 
rily occupied by a company of foot, being rented by the Government from Mr. Fan. 
‘qunarfon, of Invercauld, whofe houfe 1 reach in lefs than half an hour. 

Invercauld is feated in the centre of the Grampian hills, in a fertile vale, waffled by 
the Dee, a large and rapid river ; nothing can be more beautiful than the different 
views from the feveral parts of it. On the northern entrance, immenfe ragged and 
broken craggs bound one fide of the profpefl ; over whofe grey fides and fummits is 
fcattered the melancholy green of the pidurefque pine, which grows out of the naked 
rock, where one would think nature would have denied vegetation. 

A little lower down is the caHle above.mentioned ; formerly a n^eflary curb on 
the little kings of the country ; but at prefent ferves fcarce any purpofe, but to adorn 
'thelandfcape. c 

The views from the ikirts of the plain near Invercauld, are very great ; the hills 
that immediately , bound it are cloathed with trees, particularly with birch, whofe long 
and pendent boughs, waving a VaH height above the head, /urpafs the beauties of t^e 
weepihg willow. 

Sut when the great man faHies out tn the chace of foxei and badgers, he feems not to leave fo impor- 
tant' an affiitr to chance, *fa fett off thus am;>)y provided in his tnurophal car ) Le Seigneur,'* (fayt 
FouiUoux) *' doit agoir fa petite charrette, la on 3 fera dedans,* avec la Fillette ag^e de feixe a dix fept 
ans, laqaelle luy fS) tera la telle par les chemins. Touteslcs chevillet et paux de la charette doiuent 
edre gamts de flaccons et'boatenies, cet doit avoir au bout de la charrette uo coffre de bois, plein de coqa 
d’inde froide, jambons, langues de Btcufs et autre bona harnois de guelle. £t ii c*cfl en temps d’hiver, u 
pi>u|ra taire porter Ton pejit pavilloS, et faire du feu dedans pour le ebauffer, ou bien donoer un coup tm 
sobbe f la nymphe.” p. 35. 75. 
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llie fouthern extremity is pre-eminently magnificent i the mountains form there a 
vaft theatre, the bofom of which is covered with extenfive forefts of pines : above, the 
trees J>row fcarcer and fcarcer, and then feem only to fprinkle the furface ; after which 
vegetation ceafes, and naked fumraits* of a furprifing height fuccccd, many of^them 
topped with perpetual fnow ; and, as a fine condfafi to the fcene, the great catatafl of 
Garval-bourn, which feenis at a difliance to divide the whole, foams amidfl; the dark 
foreft, rulhing^rom rock to rock to a vaft diflance. 

Some of thefe hills are fuppofed to be the higheft part of Great Britain : their height 
has not yet bct-n taken, but the conjefture is made from the defeent of the Dee, 
which runs from Brae-marf to the fea, above feventy miles, with a nioft rapid courfe. 

In this vale the Earl of Mar firft fet up the Pretender’s ftandard on the fixth of 
September 17 15 ^ and in confequeiice drew to deftrudion his own, and feveral of the 
muft noble families of North Britain. 

Rode to take a nearer view of the environs ; crclTed the Dee on a good ftone-bridge 
built by the Government, and entered on excellent roads into a magnificent foreft of 
pines of many miles extent. Some of the trees are of a vaft fixe ; 1 meafured feveral 
that were ten, eleven, and even twelve feet in circumference, and near fixty feet high, 
forming a moft beautiful column, with a fine verdant capital. Thefe trees are of great 
age, having, as is fuppofed, feen two centuries. Their value is confiderable ; Mr. Far- 
q'uharfon informed me, that by fawing and retailing them, he has got for eight hun- 
dred trees fivc>and-twenty fhillings each : they are fawed in an adjacent faw-mill, into 
plank ten feet long, eleven inches broad and three thick, and fold for two fhillings 
a-piecc. 

Near this antient foreft is another, confifting of fmaller trees, almoft as high, but 
very flender ; one grows in a fingular manner out of the top of a great ftone, and 
notwithftanding it feems to have no other nourilhment than what it gets from the dews, 
is above thirty feet high. 

The profped above thefe forefts is very extraordinary, a diftant view of hills over a 
furfiice of verdant pyramids of pines. 

I muft not omit, that there are in the moors of thefe parts, what I may call fubterra- 
neous forefts, of the* fame fpecies of trees, overthrown by the rage of tempefts, and 
covered with vegetable mould. Thefe are dug up, and ufed for feverat mechanical 
purpofes. The finer and more refinous parts are fplit into flender pieces, and ferve 
the purpoics of torches. Ceres made ufe of other in her fearch after her loft 
daughter . 

Il!a diiabut 

Flammifcra pinus manlbus fucccndit ab 

• Ovid. Met. lib. ▼. 7. * 

At -F.rna’s flaminpr mouth two pitchy pinw 

To light her in her fearch at length ftc tinea. • 

This whole traft abounds with game : the flags at this time were rangin'^ in the mouiv 
tains ; but the little roebucks | were perpetually boimding before us ; 1md the black 
game often fprung under our feet. The tops of the hills fwarined with grous and ptarmi- 
gans. Green plovers, whirabrels, and fnow-flakes $, breed here ; tht; laft aflfemble in 


* The higheft ii called Ben j bourd, under which isa fmall Loci!, which I was told had ice the lat. 
ter end of July. • , , 

t The moft diftant from the fea of any place In North Britain. * • 

X Thefe animals are reared with great difficulty } even when taken young, eight out of ten generally die. 
^ Ur. .6001. 1 . No. laa. © / 
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great flocks during winter, and colleG fo clofely in iheir eddying flight, as to give the 
fportfman opportunity of killing numbers at a fliot. Eagles*, peregrine £drons, and 
golhawks breed here : the falcons in rocks, the golhawks in trees ; the laft purfues its 
prey an end, and dalhes through every thing in purfuit ; but if it mifles its quarry, 
at fi'i, from following it after tv-.> or three Inmdred yards flight. .Thefe birds are pro- 
ferihe J ; half a crown is given for an eagle, a fhiiiing for a hawk, or hooded crow. 

Foxes are in tliefe parts very ravcnt'us, feeding on roes, fheep, atid even fhe-goats. 

Rooks vifit thefe vales ia autumn, to feed on the different fort of berries ; but nei- 
ther winter nor breed here. 

I faw flying in the iorefts, the greater bulffnch of Mr. Edwards, tab. 123, 124. the 
Loxia enucleator of Linnteus, whofe food is the feed of pine-cones ; a bird common 
to the north of Europe and America. 

On our return palled under fome high cliffs, with large woods of birch intermixed. 
This tree is ufed for all forts of implements of hufbandry, roofing of fraall houfes, 
wheels, fuel ; the Highlanders alfo tan their own leather with the bark ; and a great 
deal of excellent wine is extrafted from the live tree. Obferved among thefe rocks 
a fort of projecting fhelf on which had been a hut, accefllble only by the help of fome 
thongs, faffened by fome very expert climbers, to which the family got, in time of 
danger, in former days, with their molt valuable moveables. 

The houfes of the common people in thefe parts are (hocking to humanity, formed 
with loofe Hones, and covered with clods, which they call devots, or with heath, broom, 
or branches of ffr : they look, at a diffance, like fo many black mole-hills. The in- 
habitants live very poorly, on oatmeal, barley-cakes and potatoes ; their drink whiiky 
fweetened with honey. The men are thin, but ftrong ; idle and lazy, except em- 
ployed in the chace, or any thing that looks like amuferaent ; are content with their 
hard fare, and will hot exert themfelves farther than to get what they deem neceflarics. 
The women are more indullrious, fpin their own hufbands* deaths, and get money by 
knitting (lockings, the great trade of the country. The common women are in ge- 
neral moll remarkably plain, and foon acquire an old look, and by being much expofed 
to the weather without hats, fuch a grin, and contraction of mufcles, as heightens greatly 
their natural hardnefs of features : I never faw fo muoli plainnefs among the lower rank 
of females : ‘but the ne plus ultra of hard features is not found till you arrive among 
the fifh- women of Aberdeen. 

Tenants pay their rent generally in this country in money, except whab they pay in 
poultry, which is.donc to promote the breed, as the gentry are fo'remotp from any 
market. Thofe that rent a mill pay a bog or two ; an animal fo detefted by the High- 
landers, that very few can be prevailed on to tafte it itvany ffiape. Labour is here very 
cheap, the ufual pay being fffty (hillings a year, and two pecks of oatmeal a week. 

Purfuedf my journey caff, along a beautiful road by the river-fide, in fight of the pine 
forefts. The vale now grows narrow, and is f'lled with woods of birch and alder. 
Saw on the road-fide the feats of gentlemen, high built, and once defenfible. The pca- 
fants cultivate their little land V'ith great care to the very edge of the (lony hills. 
All the way arc vail malTes of granite, the fame which is called in Cornwall, Moor- 
(lone. . 

The glen contraCls, and the mountains approach each other. Quit the Highlands, 
pafSng between two great rgeks, called the Pafs of Bollitir, a very narrow (trait, whofe 

* The ting-tail eagle, called here the Black Eagle. I fafpefl, from the defeription, that the dotrelbreeda 
here. I hear alfo of a bird, called here Snptach na cuiru, but could not procure it. 

7 bottom 
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bottom is covered with jha trcnicndoun ruins of the precipices that bound the road. 
I was informed, that here tlie wind ra^cs with great fury during winter, and catching 
up the fnow in eddies, whirls it about with fuch iinpeiuofity, as makes it dangerous for 
manbr bcaft to be out at that time. Rain alfo pours down fometimes in deluges, and 
carries with it (lone and gravel from the hills in fuch quantify, that I have feeu the 
clTcfts of thefe fpates, as they arc called, lie crofs ihc roads, as the aval.mohcs, or 
fnovv-falls, do thofo of the Alps. In many parts of the Higlilands were holpiiia for 
the reception of travellers, called by the Scotch, Spittles, or hofpirals ; the fame were 
ufual in Wales, where they are ftyled Yfpytty ; and, in both places, were maintained 
by the religious hoiifcs: as liiuilar uf) luins are to this day fupported, in many parts of 
the Alps. 

This pafs is the eaftern entrance into the Highlands. The country now alTunics a 
new face : the Iplls grow lefs, but the land more barren, and is chiefly covered v/ith 
heath and rock. I he edges of the D<-e are cultivated, but the reft only in patches, 
among which is generally a groupc of finall houfes. '•’here is alfo a change of trees, 
oak being the principal wood, but even that is fcarcc. 

On the Ibuth fide of tlie river is Gleii-Muik, remarkable for a fine cataraft formed 
by the river Muik, which, after running for a confiderablc way along a level moor, 
at once falls down a perpendicular rock of a femicircular form, called the Lin of Muik, 
into a hole of fo great a depth worn by the weight of water, as to be fuppofed by the 
vulgar to be bottomlefs. ' 

Refreflied my horfes at a hamlet called Tullich, and looking weft, faw the great 
mountain Laghin y gair, which is always covered with fnow. 

Almoft oppofite to the village of Tullich is Fananich, noted for the mineral water 
difeovered a few years ago, and found to be very beneficial in rheumatic and ferophu. 
lous cafes, and complaints of the gravel. During fummer great numbers of people 
afflicted with tbofe diforders refort there to drink the waters ; and for their reception 
feveral commodious houfes have already been built. 

A little below Tullich ride over the fouth corner of the hill of Culbleen, where foon 
after the Revolution, a bloodlefs battle was fought between King William’s forces, 
under the command of General Mackay, and forae gentlemen of the country, with their 
dependents. The'laft made fuch an expeditious retreat, that, in derifion, it was called 
the race of Tullich. , 

. The hill of Culbleen is the fouth- weft extremity of a range of mountains which form 
a deep femicirclc, and enclofe on all fides, except the fouth, a very fruitful bottom, and 
five parilhes, called Cromar. The foil, excepting fome moors and little hills, is good to 
the foot of the mountains, and produces the belt barley in the county of Aberdeen. 
Cromar is the entrance into the low countries ; the Erfe language has been difufed in 
it for many ages, ydt is fpoken at this time fix miles weft in Glen-gairn. * 

One of the mountains to the weft is ftyled the Hill of Mbn-en, of a ftupen^ous height, 
and on the fide next to Cromar, almoft perpendicular. From the top,* the whole 
country as far as Aberdeen, thirty computed miles, feeins from this height as plain ; 
and the profpeft terminates in the German ocean. ^Jhc other great mountains appear 
to fink to a common fizc ; and even Laghin* y gair abates of»its grandeur. About 
four miles below Culbleen, at Charles-Town, ride on a line with the hill of Coul, the 
fouth-eaft extremity of the Cromar mountains. * • 

A littld north of^pharles-Town ftands Aboync caftle, the feat of the Earl of Aboype, 
amidft large plantations ; but his Lordlhip’s pines in theforeft ojF Glen Tanner, yigid to 
none in Scotland, excepting thofe of Dalmore. 
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Obferved feveral vaft plantations of pines, planted by gentlemen near their feats ; 
fuch a laudable fpirit prevails in this refpeft, that in another half century, it never (hall 
be faid, that to fpy the nakcdnels of the laud you arc come. 

Dine at the little village of Kincairn Oneil. Hereabouts the common people 
cultivate a great deal of cabbage. The oat-fields are inclofcd with rude low mounds of 
Hone.* 

It gives me real concern to find any hiflorical authority for overthrowing the beauti- 
ful rdation that the powerful genius of Shakefpear has formed out of Boethius’s talc of 
Macbeth. If we may credit Fordun, that ufurper was flain in his retreat at Lunfanan, 
two miles north-weft uf this place. To Sir David Dalrymple’s * accurate inveftigation 
of a dark period of the Scottifh hiflory, I am obliged for this difeovery. ** Near the 
church of Lunfanan,” adds that gentleman, ** is the veflige of an ancient fortrefs once 
furrounded by “ a brook that runs by.” This he conje&ures to have been the retreat 
of Macbeth. 

Lay at a mean houfe at Banchorie. The countr}’^, from Bollitir to this place, dull, 
unlefs where varied by the w'indings of the river, or with the plantations. 

Auguff 7th, the nearer to Aberdeen, the lower the country grows, and the greater 
the quantity of com : in general, oats and barley j for there is very little wheat Ibwn in 
thofe parts. Reach 

Aberdeen, a fine city,- lying on a fmall bay, formed by the Dee, deep enough for 
Ihips of two hundred tons. The town is about two miles in circumference, and con- 
tains thirteen thoufand fouls, and about three thnufand in the fuburbs ; but the whole 
number of inhabitants between the bridges Doe and Don, tvhich includes both the 
Aberdeens, and the interjacent houfes or hamlets, is cOimated at twenty thoufand. It 
once enjoyed a good fharc of the tobacco trade, but was at length forced to refign it to 
Glafgow, w'hich was fo much more conveniently fituated for it. At prefent, its im- 
ports are from the Baltic, and a few merchants .trade to the Weft Indies and North 
America. Its exports are, {lockings, thread, falinon, and oatmeal : the firft is a moft 
important article, as appears by the following flate of it. For this manufaflufe 20,800 
pounds worth of wool is annually imported, and 1600 pounds worth of oil. Of this 
wool is annually made 69,333 tfozen pairs offtockings, worth, at an average il. 10s. 
per dozen. Thefe are made by the country people, in almoft all ’parts of this great 
county, who^et 4s. per dozen for fpinning, and 1 4s. per dozen for knitting, fo that 
there is annually paid them 62,3:9!. 14s. i^nd befides, there is about 2000I. value 
of ftockings tnanufa£lurcd from the wool of the county, which encourages the breed 
of fliecp much for even as high as InvercaulJ, the farmer fells his fheep at twelve 
{hillings a-piece, and keeps them till they arc four or five years old, for the fake of the 
W'oql. About 200 combers are alfo employed conllantly. The thread manufaflure is 
another cpnfiderable article, though trifling in comparifon of the woollen. 

The falmon fifheries on the Dee and the Don, are a good branch of trade : about 
46 boats, and 130 men are employed on the firft ; and in fome years t6;,ooolb. of fini 
h^e been fent pickled to London, and about 930 barrels of falted filli exported to 
France, Italy, &c. The filhery on the Don is far lefs confiderabic. About the time 
of Henry VIII. this pface was noted for a confidcrable trade in dried cod-filh, at that 
period known by the name of Habherdyn filh. 

The town of Aberdeen is in general well built, with granite from the neighbouring 
quarries. The beft ftreet, or rather place, is the Caftle-ftreet : in the middle is an 

* Annals of Scotland, p. a. 
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octagon building, with neat bas relievos of the Kings of Scotland, from James I. to 
James aVII. The town-houfe makes a good figure, and has a handfome fpire in the 
centre^ 

The eaft and weft churches are under the fame roof ; for the North Britions obferve 
oeconoitiy, even in their religion : in one 1 obferved a ftnall ihip hung up ; a votiye of. 
fcring frequent enough in Popifh churches, but apftcared very unexpectedly here. But 
I am now fatisfied that the (hip only denotes the right the mariners have to a fitting 
place beneath. 

In the church-yard lies Andrew Cant, minifter of Aberdeen, from whom the 
Spectator derives the word to cant : but in all probability, Andrew canted no mor* 
than the reft of his brethren, for he lived in a whining age • ; the word therefore 
feems to be derived from canto, from their finging out their difeourfes. The inferip- 
tion on his moifumcnt fpeaks of him in very high terms, ftyles him vir fuo feculo 
fummus, qui orbi huic et urbi ecclefiaftes, voce et vita inclinatam religionem fuftinuit, 
degeneres mundi mores refinxit, ardens et amans, Boanerges ct Barnabas, Magnes et 
Adamus, &c. &c. 

In the fame place arc multitudes of long-winded epitaphs j but the following, though 
ftiort, has a moft elegant turn : 

Si tides, Ti hutnanitns, multcque gratus lepore candor ; 

Si fuorum amor, amicorum charitas, omniumque Bene* 
volentiafpiritum reduccrc poflent, 
llaud hctc titufl ctitt Johannes Burnet a Elrick. 1747. 

The college is a large old building, founded by George Earl of Marcchal, 1593. 
On one fide is this ftrange infeription ; probably alluding to fome fcoSers at that time ; 

They have feid, 

C^uhat fay thay ? 

1 cl Yame fay. 

In the great room are fevcral good pictures. A head of the founder. The prefent 
I.ord Marcchal when young, and General Keith, his brother. Bilhop Burnet in his 
robes, as Chancellor of the Garter. A head of Mary Stuart, in black, with a crown 
in one hand, a crucUix in the other. Arthur Jonfton, a fine head by Jamefon. An. 
drew Cant, by the fame. Gordon of Strachloch, publifher of the m^ps j DoCtor 
Gregory, author of the reflecting tclefcope ; and feveral others, by Jamefon. 

In the library is the alcoran en vellum, finely illuminated. 

A Hebrew bible, manufeript, with Rabbinical notes on vellum. 

Ifidori cxcerpta cx libro ; a great curiofity, being a complete natural hiftory, with 
figures, richly illuminated on fqyares of plated gold, on vellum. 

A paraphrafe on the Revelation, by James VI. with notes, in the King’s o wn handt 

A fine miflal. 

'I'here are about a hundred and forty (Indents belonging to this college. 

The convents in Aberdeen were ; one of Mathurines, or of the order of the TVinity. 
founded by William the Lion, who d'ed in 1214: another of Dominicans, by Alex, 
ander II : a third of Obfervantines, a building *)f great length in the middle of the 
city, founded by the citizens, and Mr. Richard Vaus, &c. : and a fourth of Carmelites, 
or White Friers, founded by Philip de Arbuthnot, in 1 350. In the fuins of this was 
difeovered a very curious iilver chain, fix feet long, wiPh a round plate at one end, 
and at the other a pear-lhaped appendage ; which is dill preferved in the library. ^ 

* In Chatlet tlic Firll's time. 
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'I'he grammar-fchool Is a low but neat building. Gordon’s horpital is handfomc i 
in front is a good ftatue of the founder: it maintains forty boys, children of the in- 
habitants of Aberdeen, who are apprenticed at proper ages. 

I'lie infirmary is a large plain building, and fends out between eight or nine hundred 
cured patients annually. 

On the fide of the great blcachery, which is common to the’ town, are the public 
walks. Over a road, between the Caflle-ftrcet and the harbour, is a very handfome 
arch, which muft attraft the attention of the traveller. 

On the eaft of the town is a work begun by Cromwell, from whence is a fine view 
of thefea : beneath is a fmall patch of ground, noted for producing very early barley, 
which was then reaping. 

Prices of provifions in this town were thefe: Beef, (i6 ounces to the pound) z’d. 
to 5d. j mutton the fame ; butter, (28 ounces to the pound) 6d. to«8d. ; cheefe, ditto, 
4 d to 4id. ; a large pullet, 6d. or lod. ; duck, the fame ; goofc, as. 3d. 

Crofs the harbour to the granite quarries that contribute to fupply London with 
paving fiones. The ftones lie either in large nodules or in fhattery beds ; are cut into 
fliape, and the fmall pieces for the middle of the ftreets are put on board for feven 
fliillings per ton, the long fiones at ten-pence per foot. 

The bridge of Dee lies about two miles S. of the town, and confifls of feven neat 
arches : before the building of that of Perth, it was efteemed the finefl ftrudure of the 
kind in North Britain. It was founded, and is flill fupported by funds deflined for that 
purpofc by Bifhop Elphinfion. The following infeription on the buttrefs of a ruinous 
ifle in the cathedral of Old Aberdeen, informs us of the architefl : — ‘ Thomas, the fou 
of Thomas French, mailer mafon, who built the bridge of the Dee and this ille, is en< 
terred at the foot hereof, who died anno 1530.' 

Augull 8th, yifited Old Aberdeen, about a mile north of the new ; a poor town 
feated not far ^m the Don. The college is built round a fquare, with cloillers on the. 
fouth fide. The chapel is very ruinous* within ; but there ftill remains fome wood- work 
of exquifite workmanlhip. This was preferved by the fpirit of the principal at the 
time of the reformation, who armed his people and checked the blind zeal of the ba- 
rons of the Meams, who after dripping the Cathedral of its roof, and robbing it of the 
bells, were going to violate this feat of learning. They fhipped their facrilcgious booty 
with an intention to expofingit to fale in Holland*} but the veffel hadfcarcely gone> 
out of port, but it perilhed in a dorm with all its ill gained lading. 

The college was founded in 1494 by William Elphinllon, bilhoj) of this place, and 
Lord Chancellor of Scotland in the reign of James III. ; and Lord Privy Seal in that 
of James IV. He was a perfon of fuch eminence, that his cotemporaries firmly be- 
Ueved that his death was prefaged by various prodigies, and that fupernatural voices 
were heard at his interment, as if heaven more peculiarly intcrefted itfelf in the depar- 
ture of fo great a charafterf. ^ 

The library is large. The mod remarkable things are j John Trevifa’s tranflation of 
•Higden’s Polychronicon, in 1387; the manufeript excellently wrote, and the language 
very good, for that time, A«very neat Dutch millal, with elegant paintings on the 
margin. Another, of the angels appearing to the Ihephcrds, with pne of the men 
playiqg on the,Bagpipes. A manufeript catalogue of the old treafury of the college. 

llcdtor Boethius was the fyd principal of the college, and fent for from Paris for that 
• purpofe, on an annual falary of forty marks Scots, at thirteen-pence each. The fquare 

Spotfwood's Hift. ChurcU of Scotland. f Ooctbiua’a Hift. of the Bifliops of Aberdeen. 
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tower oh the fide of the colFege was built by contributions from General Monk and the 
officers under him, then quartered at Aberdeen, for the reception of Iludcnts ; of 
which there are about a hundred belonging to the college, who lie in it. 

In Biffiop EIphinfton*s hall is a piflure of Bifliop Dunbar, who finiflied the bridge of 
Dee, and completed every thing elfe that the other worthy prelate had begun, li's^fule j 
this are portraits of Forbes, Bifliop of Aberdeen, and Profcffors Sandiland and Gordon, 
by Jamefon. 'Vhe Sybils : faid to be done by the fame hand, but fecmed to me in 
too different a ftyle to be his j but the Sybilla iEgyptiaca.and Erythraia are in good 
attitudes. 

The cathedral is very ancient ; no more than the two very antique fpires and one 
ifle, which is ufed as a church, are now remaining. This bilhoprick was founded in 
the time of David I. who tranllated it from MortHck in Banfffhire to this place. 

From a tumuluS, called Tille dron, now covered with trees, is a fine view of an ex- 
tcnfivc and rich country ; once a moft barren fpot, but by the indu/fry of the inhabi* 
tants brought to its prefent ftate. A pretty vale bordered with wood, the cathedral 
foaling above the trees, and the river Don, form all together a moft agreeable prof- 
pe6t. Thefe are comprehended in the pleafure grounds of Seaton, the houfe of George 
Middleton, Efq. j which lies well flieltered in the north- weft corner of the valley, and 
was probably the firft villa built in the north of Scotland according to the prefent idea 
of elegance. 

Beneath are fome cruives, or wears, to take falmon in. The ownera are obliged by 
law to make the rails of the cruives • of a certain width, to permit filh of a certain fize 
to pafs up the river ; but as that is negledled, they pay an annual fum to the owners of 
the filheries which lie above to compenfate the lofs. 

In the Regiam Majeftatem are preferved feveral ancient laws relating to the falmon 
filheries, couched in terms expreflive of the fimplicity of the times. 

From Saturday night till Monday morning, Aey were obliged to leave a free pallage 
for the fifli, which is ftyled the Saturdayes floppe f* 

Alexander I. enafted, ‘ That the ftreame of the water fal be in all parts fwa free, 
that ane fwine of the age of three zeares, well fed, may tume himfelf within the 
ftreame round abou^ fwa that his fnowt nor taill fall not touch the bank of the water.* 

* Slayers of reide filh or fmoltes of falmond, the third time are punilhed with death. 
And fic like he quha commands the famine to be done.’ Jac. IV. pari. 6. fl&t. Rob. III. 

Auguft 9th, continue my journey ; pafs over the bridge of Don; a fine Gothic arch 
flung over that fine river, from one rock to the other ; the height from the top of tlie 
arch to the water is fixty feet ; its width feventy-two. It was built by Henry de Cheyn, 
Bifliop of Aberdeen and nephew to John Cummin Lord of Badenoch, who fuffering 
exile for his attachment to the laftion of the Cummins on his being reftored to his fee, 
applied all the profits that had accumulated during his abfence, towards this magnifi> 
cent work J. Ride for fome miles on the fca fands ; pafs through Newbui^h, a fnall 
village, and at low water ford the Ythen, a river produftive of the pearl mufcle : go 
through the parilh of Furvie, now entirely overwhelmed with fand, (except two farmn) 
and about 500I. per annum loft to the Errol faipily, appears Ijy the oath of the fac- 
tor, made before the court of fefiions in 1600, to afeertain the minifter’s falary. It was 
at that time all arable land, now covered with fliifting fands, like the*deferts of^rabia, 
and no veftiges remain of any buildings, except a fmall fragment of the church. 

t 

* Cruives, &c. ihall have their hccke two inches wide, that the fry may pafis. Rob. I. 

f Alex. I. Keith’s Scotch Bilhops, 65. Tus Ptelate watliriogin Jtjjj. 
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The country now grows very flat ; produces oats ; but the croj)s are confldei’ably 
worfe than in the preceding country. Reach 

Bownefs, orBuchanefs, the feat of the Earl of Errol, pcrcheil, like a falcon’s nt fr, 
on the edge of a vaft clilF above the fea. The drawing room, a large and very'^clegaiu 
'apartment, hangs over it ; the waves run in wild eddies round the rocks bejieatii, and 
the fea fowl clamour above and below, forming a ftrange profpeft and fingular chorus. 
The place was once defcnfible, there having been a ditch and draw-bridge on the ac- 
ccfllble fide ; but now both are deftroyed. 

Above five miles fouth is Slains, the remains c»f the old family caflle, feated flrongly 
on a peninfulated rock ; but demolilhed in 1594, by James VI. cn the rebcliiou (>f 
the Earl of Huntly. Near this place are fome vafl caverns, pnee filled with curious 
ftala£Iical incruftations, now deftroyed, in order to be burnt into lime ; for there is 
none in this country, that ufcful commodity being imported from the Earl of Elgin’s 
works on the Frith of Forth. 

Here the fliore begins to grow bold and rocky, and indented in a ftrange manner 
with fmall and deep creeks, or rather immenfc and horrible chafms. I'he famous 
Bullcrsof Buchan lie about a mile north of Bownefs, arc a vafl hollow in a rock, pro* 
jeding into the fea, open at top, with a coiriihunication to the fea through a noble 
natural arch, through wliich boats can pafs, and lie fecure in this natural harbour. 
There is a path round the top, but in fome parts too narrow to walk on with fatisfac- 
tion, as the depth is about thirty fathom, with water on both fides, being bounded on 
the north and fouth by fmall creeks. 

Near this is a great infulatcd rock, divided by a narrow and very deep chafm from the 
land. This rock is pierced through midway bctw’een the water and the top, and in 
violent ftorms the waves rulh thro^h it with great noife and impetuofity. On the fide.«, 
as well as thofe of the adjacent clifis, breed multitudes of kitti wakes *. The young are 
a favourite difti in North Britain, being ferved up^ a little before dinner, as a whet for the 
appetite } but, from the rank fmell and tafte, feem as if they were more likely to have a 
contrary tfieft. I was told of an honeft gentleman who was fet down for the firft time 
to this kind of whet, as he fuppofed ; but after domolifliing half a dozen, with much 
impatience declared, that he had eaten fax, and did not find himfelf a bit more hungry 
than before he had began. 

On this ccift is a great fiflicry of fea dogsf, which begins the laft week of July, and 
ends the firft in September. The livers are boiled for oil ; the bodi.s fplii, dried, and 
fold to the common people, who come from great dirtances for them. Very line tur- 
bots are taken on this coaft ; and towards Peterhead are good fiflieries of cod and ling. 
The lord of the rtanor has 3I. 6s. 8d. per annum from every boat, ( a fix man boat) but 
if a new crew fets up, the lord, by way of encouragement, finds them ?. boat. Befides 
thefe, they have little yawls for catching bait at the foot of the rocks. Mufcics are alfo 
much ufed^for bait, and many boats loads are brought for that purpofc from the mouth 
of the Ythen. Of late years, a Very fuccefsful falmon fifliery has bwn fet up in the 
fandy bays below Slains This is performed by long nets, carried out to fea by boats, 
a^great compafs taken, and thefj hawled on Ihore. It is remarked, thefe fifli fwiiu 
againft the wind, and are much better tailed than thofe taken in frclh waters. 

Moll of the labour on Ihore is performed here by the women : they will carry as 
much fifti as two men can lift on their Ihoulders, and when they have fold their cargo 
aqd emptied their balket, will re-place part of it with Hones : they go fixteen miles to 

4 * 

* Br. ZooU No* ajo. *1 The picked 6hark| Dr. Zool. Ill No 40. 
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fell or barter their filh ; a^e very fond of finery, arfd will load their fingers with trump* 
cry rings, when they want both fhoes and {lockings. The fleet was the laft war fup- 
plied ivith g’*eat numbers of men from this and others parts of Scotland, as well as the 
army : I think near 70,000 engaged in the general caufc, and alfifted in carrying our 
glory through all parts of the globe : of the fonner, numbers returned ; of the latter, 
very few. 

The houfes jn this, couu try are built with clay, tempered in the fame manner as the 
Ifraclites made their bricks in the laud ofi!!ig)pi : after drclTing the clay, and w’orking 
it up with water, the labourers place on it a large llratiim of flraw, which is trampled 
into it and made fmall by liorfes : then more is added, till it arrives at a proper con- 
fiftency, when it is ufed as a plaifier, and makes the houfes very warm. The roofs are 
farked, i. c. covered with inch-and-half deal, fawed into three planks, and then nailed 
to the joifls, on \fhich the flates are pinned. < . 

The land profpccl is extremely unplcafant ; fyr no trees will grow here, in fpite of all 
the pains that have been taken; not but in former times it mull have been well wooded, 
as is evident from the number of trees dug up in all the bogs. The fame nakednefs 
prevails over great part of this coaft, even far beyond Banff, except in a few warm 
bottoms. 

The corn of this traft is oats and barley ; of the lafl: I havt feen very good clofe to the 
edges of the clifts. Rents arc paid here partly in cafli, partly in kind j the lafl is com- 
monly fold to a contraflor. The land here being poor, is fet cheap. The people live 
hardly : a common food with them is fowens, or the grolfcr part of the oatmeal with 
the hulks, firfl: put into a barrel with water, in order to grow four, and then boiled in- 
to a fort of pudding, or flummetf . 

Auguft I ith, croffed the country towards Banff, over Oatlands, a ccarfe fort of 
downs, and fevcral black heathy moors, without a fingle tree for numbers of miles. 
See Craigfton cafiie, a good houfe, once defenfible, feated in a fnug bottom, where the 
plantations thrive greatly. Saw here a head of David Lcfly, an elcve of Gufiavus 
Adolphus ; a fuccefsful general againll the royal caufe : unfortunate when he attempted 
to fupport it ; loll the battle of Dunbar, being forced to engage contrary to his Judgment 
by the cnthuliafm of the preachers : marched with an unwilling army to the fatal battle 
01 Wcuxeftcr ; confeious of its difaffc^lion or its fears, he funk beneath his apprehen- 
fioiis ; was difpirited and confounded : after the fight, loll his liberty an<f reputation j 
but was rcllored to both at the relloration by • Charles II. who created hint Baron of 
Newark. Another head. Sir Alexander Frazer, the Knight of Dores ; bothbyjarac- 
foil. Faffed by a fmall ruined callle, in the parilh of Killed ward, feated on a round hill 
in a deep glen, and fcarcc accefiiblo ; the ancient name of this calUe was Kin, or Kyn- 
Edcn, and faid to hatic been one of the feats of the Cummins, Earl of Buchan. F^rJ 
the Devron, a fine river, over which had been a beautiful bridge, now waflied away by 
the floods. Enter Banfffltire, and reach its capital • * • 

Banff, plcafantly feated on’ the fide of a hill, has fevcral llreets ; but that wkh the 
town-houfe in it, adorned with a new fpire, is very handfomc. This place was creeled 
into aboroughby virtue of a charter from Robert II.*<iatcd O£lober 7th, 1372, endow- 
ing it with the fame privileges, and putting, it on the fame footing yith the burgh of 
Aberdeen j but tradition fays it was founded in the reign of Malcolm*Canmor«. The 
harbour is very bad, as the entrance at the mouth of the Devron is very uncer- 
tain, being often llopljqd by the Ihiftlng of the funds, which are continually chanfiiig 
in great llorms : the pier is therefore placed on the outfidc. Much falmon is cxpmtcd 
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iVv>in hence. About Troop-head, I’ome kelp is made ; and the adventurers pay the 
lord of the manor 50I. per annum for the libeity of coUecfinii the materials. 

BanS’ had only one monaltcry, that of the Carmelites, dedicated to the Virgin Mary : 
whole rents, place and lauds were bellowed ou King’s College in Aberdeen in 1^17 by 
James VI. 

The Karl of Finl.itcr has a houfc, prettily feated on an eminence near the town, with 
fomc plantations of Ihnibs and fmall trees, which have a good effefl: in fo bare a coun- 
try. The prolpcil is very fine, commanding the rich meadows near the town, Down a 
fmall but well-built filhing town, the great promontory of I'roop-hcad, and to, the north 
the hills of Roisiiv’re, Sutherland, and Caithnefs. 

The houfc once belonged to the Sharps ; and the violent archbifliop of that name was 
born. here. In one of the apartments is a picture of Jamefon by himfrlf, fitting in his 
painting-room, drefl'ed like Rubens, and with his baton, and his pallet in his hand. 
On the walls are n-prefented hung up, the pictures of Charles I and his Queen ; a head 
of his own wife ; another head j two fea views, and Perfeus and Andromeda, the pro* 
dudions of his various pencil. 

DuiFHoufe, avaRpilc of building, a little way from the town, is a rquare,with a 
fquare tower at each end ; the front richly omamemed witli carving, but, for want of 
wings, has a naked look : tlic rooms within arc very fmall, and by no means anfwer the 
magnificence of the cafe. 

In the apartments are thefe piftures: Frances, Dutchefs of Richmond, full length, 
in black, with a littje pifturc at her brcall, JEx, 57, 1633, by Vaiulyck : was grand- 
daughter by the father to Thomas Duke of Norfolk; to Edward S'taft'ord Duke of Buck- 
ingham, by the mother. A lady who attempted the very climax of matrimony : firlt mar- 
ried the fon of a rich vintner : gave hopes after hi‘- death to a knight, Sir G. Rodney, 
who on being jilted by her for an can, Edward Earl of Hertford, wrote to her in his own 
blood a well compofed copy of verfes, and then, fell ca his fword ; having buried the 
Earl, gave her hand to Ludovic Duke of Richmond and Lenox, and on his deceafe 
fpread her nets for the old monarch James I. Her avarice kept pace with her vanity : 
when vifited by the great, (he had all the parade of officers, and gentlemen who at- 
tended : tables were fpread, as if there had been ample provifion ; but the moment 
her vifitors were gone, the cloths were taken off, and her train fed with a moft fcanty 
fare. Her jMde induced her to draw up an inventory of moll magniiicent prefents, (he 
wifhedthe world to believe fhc had given to the Queen of Bohemia; prefents of maffy 
plate that exilled only on a paper *. Befidcs this lingular character, ^re two ftne heads 
of Charles I. and his Queen. A head of a Duff of Corfeiiday, with ihon grey hair, by 
Cofmo Alexander, defeendant of the famous Jamefon. Near the huufe is a fhrubbery, 
with a walk two miles long, leading to the river. * , 

I muft qot be filent rcfpcflitig the Reverend Mr. Charles Cordincr, rainiflrr at (he 
epifcppal chapel at Banff. He h^s made his abilities fufficiently known by his fcvoral 
in^enipus publications ; and I muft exprefs my happinefs in having been the caufe of 
bringing them to the view of the public, much to its entertainment, and I flatter myfelf 
not a little to his own benefit, and** that of his numerous family. When I had puhlilhed 
the laft volume of my tours in Scotland, 1 refieAed that there were certain parts which 
J had nqt been able to viflt. I prevailed on Mr. Cordiner to undertake the tour which 
appeared in 1780, under the ti/le of Antiquities and Scenery of the North of Scotland, 

* Vide Wilfon’i Life of James I. 238, 251^. 

illuftrated 



I»£«NAN'J*S TOUR * 1 * SCOTL^Wn. 67 

illuftrated by twcnty-one pJafcn j:akc*n from his own beautiful drawings, lie afterwards 
publzflied, aiid coiuiiiucs to publifli, in numbers, the niofl remarkable ruins, and fub- 
jeds of natural hillory he met with in his journies through the northern parts of his 
country. 'J'hefc, I hope, will meet the encouragement they merit, and his labours 
|•ece^vc their due reward. ^ 

Aug. 12. About two miles weft of Banff, not far from the fea. Is a great ftratum 
of fund and fliells, ufod with fiiccefs as a manure. Sea tang is alfo much ufed for 
corn lands, fombtimes by itfclf, I'omctinies mixed with earth, and left to rot ; it is bo- 
lides often laid frcfli on grafs, and anrwi.rs very well. I’affed by the houfe of Boyne, a 
ruined caftle on the edge of a clcej) glen, filUd with fume good afli and maples. 

Near Portfoy, a finall town in the parifh of Fordyce, i.s a large ftratum of marble, in 
which afbeftos has been fonieijcnes fpzind : it is a co, irfe fort of vei'J di Corfica, and 
ufed in feme houfts for chimney-pieces. Portfoy is the principal place in this parifli, 
and contains alx)ut fix hundred inhabitants, who carry on a confidcrable thread marm- 
fafture, and one of fnuif : there allb belong to the town iwclvc (hips, from forty to a 
hundred tons burthen ; and there are in the parilh fix filhing boats, each of whofe 
crew confifts of fix men and a boy. Reach 

Cullen-houfc, feated at the edge of a deep glen full of very large trees, which, 
being out of the reach of the fea winds, profper greatly. This fpot is very prettily 
laid out in walks, and over the entrance is a magnificent arch fixty feet high, and 
cighty-two in width. The houfe is large, but irregular. The moft remarkable pidures 
are, a full length of James VI. by Mytens : at the time of the Revolution, the mob had 
taken it out of Holy-rood Houfe, and were kicking it about the ftreets, when the Chan- 
cellor, the Earl of Finlater, happening to pafe by, redeemed it out of their hands. A 
portrait of James Duke of Hamilton, beheaded in 1649, in a large black cloak, with a 
liar, by Vandyck. A half length of his brother, by the fame, killed at the battle of 
Worcefter. William Duke of Hamiltqn, prefident of the Revolution Parliament, by 
Kneller. Old Lord Banff, aged 90, with a long white fquare beard, who is faid to 
have incurred the cenfure of the church, at that age, for his gallantries *. 

Not far from Cullen-houle arc the ruins of the caftle of Finlater, fituated on a high 
rock, projedin^ into the fea. It was ftrengthened in 1455 ^^7 Walter Ogilvie, 
who had licence fron! James II. to build a tower and fortalice at his caftle of Finlater. 
• It continued in poffeflion of the faiftily till it was ufurped by the family of th(f Gordons ; 
but was reftored to the right heirs about the year 1562, by Queen Mary, who for that 
purpofe cauled it to be invefted both by fea and land. 

'fhe country round CuHcn has all the marks of improvement, owing to the f inde- 
fatigable pains of the late noble owner, in advancing the art of agriculture and planting, 
and every other ufeful bufinefe, as far as the nature of the foil would admit. His fu<- 
cefs in the firft was very great ; the crops of beans, peas,. oats, and barley were ex- 
cellent ; the wheat very good, but through the fault of the climate, will not.ripcn till 
it is late, the harveft in thefe •parts being in October. * The plantations are very ex- 

• 

* Amonjir other pidiucsof perfons of merits that of the adcniraUIc Crichton mull not be overlooked. I 
was infoimcd, that there is one of tliat extraoidiuary pcrfonlii the poflefilon of .^^lexandcr Morrilbn, Efq. 
of Bagnie, in the county of Banff j it h in the fame apartment with fomc of jamefog’s, but feema done 
by afiipci ior hand : came into Mr. Morrifon’s pofliflion from the family of Crichton/^ Vifcount®Frcnd- 
raii^ht, to whom Crichton probably fent it from Italy, whtre he fjjeni the laft years of his fliort, but 
glorious life. Vide Appi^ndix. 

f His I-ordfhip colleofed together near 2000 fouls to his new town^t Keith, by fouing, i. c. ghing in 
pepetuity, on payment of a flight acknowledgment, land fufSciciit to build a houle on, with gaidcns and 
back yard. 

• tcnfive. 
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teofive. and reach to the top of Binn-hill, but the farther they extend from the bot- 
toms, the worfc they fuccecd. 

The town of Cullen is mean, yet has about a hundred looms in it ; there being a 
flourilbing manufaflure of linen and thread, of >vhich near fifty thoufand pounds 
worth is annually made there and in the neighbourhood. Upwards of two' thou- 
fand' bolls of wheat, barley, oats, and meal are paid annually by the tenants to 
their laindlords, and by them fold to the merchants and exported : and befides, the 
upper parts of the parifli yield peas, and great quantities of oats, which are fold by thofe 
tenants who pay their rents in cafh. 

Near this town the Duke of Cumberland, after his march from Banff, joined the 
reft of his forces from Strath-Bogie, and encamped at Cullen., 

In a finall fandy bay are three Ibfty fpiring rocks, formed of flinty mafles, cemented 
together very dift'erently from any ftratum in the country. Thejp are called the 
Three Kings of Cullen. A little farther is another vaft rock, pierced quite through 
formed of pebbly concretions lodged in clay, which had fubfidcd in thick but regular 
layers. 

In this country are feveral cairns or barrow’s, the places of interment of the antient 
Caledonians, or of the Danes, for the method was common to both nations. At 
Craig*mills near Glaflaugh was a very remarkable one demolifhed about fourteen years 
ago. The diameter was' fixty feet, the height fixteen ; formed entirely of ftones 
brought from the fhore, as appears by the limpets, mufcles, and other fhclls mixed 
with them. The whole was covered with a layer of earth four feet thick, and that 
finiflied with a very nice coat of green fod, incloling the whole. It feems to have been 
originally formed by making a deep trench round the fpot, and flinging the earth in- 
wards ; then other materials brought to complete the work, which niuft have been 
that of an whole army. On breaking open this cairn, on the fummit of the ftony heap 
beneath the integument of earth was found a ftone coffin formed of long flags, and 
it the complete Ikeleton of a human body, Iain at full length, with every bone in its 
proper place ; and with them a debt’s horn, the fymbol of the favourite amufement of 
the deceafed. 

About five years ago another cairn was broke open at Kil-hiliock, or the hill of burial, 
and in it was found another coffin about fix febt long, with a Ikeleton, an urn, and 
fome charcoal : a confiderablc deal of charcoal was alfo met with intemtixed every 
where among the ftones of the cairn. By this it appears that the mode of interment 
was various at the fame period ; for one of thefe bodies inuft have been placed entirely 
in its cemetry, the other burnt, and the aflies colleded in the urn. 

A third cairn on the farm of Brankancntim near Kil-hillock, was opened very lately; 
aqd in the middle was found a coffin only tw’o feet fquarc, made of flag-ftones fet on 
their edge, and another by-way of cover. The um was feated bn the ground, filled 
with aflie^', and was furrounded in the coffin with charcoal and bones, probably bones 
belonging to the fame body, which had not been reduced to aflics like the contents of 
the urn. 

A fourth um was difcovered*in a cairn on the hill of Down, overlooking the river 
Devron, and town of Banff. 'I’his wis alfo placed in a coffin of flat ftones, with the 
mouth downwanls, ftanding on another ftone. The urn was ornamented, but round 
it were* placed three others, fipaller and quite plain. The contents of each were the 
fame ; afties, burnt bones, flint arrow heads with almoft vitrified furfaccs, and a piece 
of flint of an oval Ihape flattbd, two inches long, and an inch and a half thick. There 
was alfo in the larger urn, and one of the leffer, a fmall flendcr bone four inches 

8 long, 
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long, and fomewhat incurvated and perforated at the thicker end : it is apparently not 
human j but the animal it belonged to, and the ufe are unknown. 

The materials of the urns appear to have been found in the neighbourhood ; and con- 
fill of* a coarfe clay mixed with fmall ftones and fand, and evidently have been only dried, 
and not burnt. By the appearance of the infide of the larger urn, it is probable that 
it was placed over the bones while they were hot and full of oil ; the whole infide*being 
blackened with the fteam ; and where it may have been fuppofed to have been in 
contafl: with them, the ftain pervades the entire thicknefs. The urn was thirteen 
in{;bes high. ^ ^ • 

Bcfidcs is a numerous alfemblage of cairns on the Cotton-hill, a mile fouth of Bir- 
keiibog, probably in memory of theflain in the vidtory obtained in 998, by Indulphus, 
over the Danes. The battle chiefly raged on a moor near Cullen, where there are 
fjmifar barrows j, but as h extended far by reafon of the* retreat of the vanquilhed, 
thefe feein to be flung together with the fame defign. 

Not far from thefe are two circles of long ftones, called Gael crofs : perhaps they 
nught have been credted after that battle ; and as gaul is the Erfe word for a ftranger 
or enemy f, as the Danes w'ere, I am the niore inclined to fuppofe that to have been 
the fadt. 

Nor is there wanting a retreat Tor the inhabitants in time of war ; for round the 
top of the hill of Durn is a triple entrenchment ftill very diftindt ; the middle of ftone, 
and very ftrong in the moft accefliblc place ; and fuch faftnefles were far from being 
unneceflary in a tradl continually expofed to the ravages of die Danes. 

The vault of the family of the Abercrombies in this parifli muft not be pafled over 
in filence : it is lodged in the wall of the church, and is only the rcpofitory of the 
fculls. The bodies arc depofited in the earth beneath ; and when the Laird dies, the 
fcull of his prcdccelfor is taken up and flung into this Golgotha, which at prefent is in 
pofieflion of nineteen. 

Some fuperftitions ftill lurk even in this cultivated country. The farmers carefully 
preferve their cattle againft witchcraft by placing boughs of the mountain afh and 
honeyfucklc in their cow-houfes on the 2d of May. They hope to preferve the milk, 
of their cows, and their wives from mifearriage by tying red threads about them : they 
bleed the fuppofed tvitch to preferve themfelves from her charms : they vifit the well 
of Spey for many diftempers, and the well of Drachaldy for as many, aflering fmall 
pieces of money and bits of rags. The young people determine the figure and fize of 
their hufbands 1 ^ drawing cabbages blindfold on All-Hallows even ; and, like the 
Englifti, fling nuts into the fire ; and in February draw valentines, and from them col- 
kft their future fortune in the nuptial ftate. 

Every great family had in former times its daemon, or genius, with its peculiar attri- 
butes. I'hus the family of Rothemurchus had the Bodach an dun, or ghoft of the 
hill. Kinchardine’s, the fpeftre of the bloody hand. <jartinbeg-houfe t^as haunted 
by Bodach Gartin ; and Tulloch Gorms by Maug M&ulach, or the girl with the hairy 
left hand. The fynod gave frequent orders that inquiry Ihould be made, into the trut/i 
of this apparition : and one or two declared that th^y had feen one that anfwered the 
defeription J. * * . 

The little fpeftres called Tarans §, or the fouls of unbaptized infants, were often 
feen flitting among the woods and fecret places, bewailjng in foft voices their liard fate. 

* Buchanan, Hb. vif c. 19. -)• DoAor Maepherfon, p. 2^0. 

J Shaw’s Hittory of Moray, 306. j Idero, 307. 
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(.iiiiJJ not fiij)rtnii;on have likewife limited their hifferiiigs^ and, like the wanderiujj 
j'hods of ilie uiiburicd, at length given them an Elyfiuin ? 

Centum euant ann<i«, volitant haic littora ctrcum : 

Turn dcmuin aHmiili llagn.i cxoptata icvifu.it. 

PalTevl through a fine open country, full of gentle rifings, and. rich in corn, with a 
few clumps of trees Iparingly J’catrored over it. Great ule is made here of ftone marie, 
a gi iity in durated marlj, jound in vad ftrata, dipping pretty much : i| is of dift'erent 
colours, blue, pale brown, and reddifh ; is cut out of the quarry, and laid very thick on 
the ground in lumps, but will not wholly diilblve iiiuler three or Jour years. In the 
quarry is a great deal of fparry matter, which is laid apart, and burnt for lime. Ar- 
rive at 

Cartle Gordon, a large old houfe, the feat of the Duke of Gordon, lying in a low 
wet country, near f:me large well-grown woods, and a conliderablc one of great hollies. 
It was founded by George fecond Karl of Huntly, who died in 1501, and was originally 
called the callle of the bog of Gight. It inherited, till of late, very little of its aniient 
fplendor : but the prefont Duke has made confiderable additions in a very elegant flyle. 
By accident I met wdth an old print that fhews it in all the magnificence deferibed by a 
fingular traveller of the middle of the laft century. ‘‘ Bogagieth,'* fays he, ‘‘ the 
Marquis of Iluntly's palace, all built of ftone facing the ocean, whofe fair front (fet 
prejudice afide) worthily deferves an Englidlmau^s applaufe for her lofty and inajeftic 
towers and tinrets, that ftorm the air ; and feemingly make dents in the very clouds. 
At firfl fight, I mult confefs, it ftruck me with admiration to gaze on fo gaudy and re- 
gular a frontifpiece, more erpecitilly to confider it in the nook of a niuion 

The principal pifturcs in CaltleOordon are, the firft Marquis of Huntly, w ho, on his 
nrft arrival at court, forgetting the ufual obeifance, was afked wdiy he did not bow : 
he begged I Us Majefty’s pardon, and excufed his want of rcfpect, by faying he was 
juft come from a place where every body. bowed to him. Second Marquis ot Huntly, 
beheaded by the Covenanters, llis fon, the gallant Lord Gordon, Montrofe’s friend, 
killed at the battle of Auldford, Lord Lewis Gordon, a Icfs generous warrior, the 
plague t of the people of Murray, (then the feat of the Covenanters) whofe charader, 
with that of the brave Montrofe, is well contrafted in thefe old line^ : 

ir ye witli Moiitrc3fc gac, yc’l get fic and u ae enough ; 

If yc with Lord Lewis gac, yc*i get rob and rave enough. 

The head of the fecond Countefs of Ilumfy, daughter of James I. Sir Peter Frafer, 
a full length in armour, A fine final! portrait of the Abbe de Aubigne, fitting in his 
ftudy. A very fine head of St. John receiving the Revelation ; a beautiful expreffion 
of syitention and devotion. • 

The Duke of Gordon ftill^ keeps up :he diverfion of falconry, and had fevcral fine 
hawks of tljc peregrine and gentle falcon fpccics, which breed in the rocks of Glen- 
more. I faw alfo here a true Highland grey-hound, which is now become very fcarcc : 

^ Northern Memoirs, &c. by Richard J'rankff, PliilanthropuJi. London, 1694. i2mo. This gentle- 
man made his journey in t6$S, and went throug^i Scotland as far as the water of 13 rura in Sutherland, to 
enjoy, as he travelled, jhe amufement of angling. s 

t Whcijcc this proverb, 

The guil, the Gordon, and the hooded craw. 

Were the three word things Murray ever faw. 

Gull i»a weed that infcHa corn. It was from the caillc of Rothes, on the Spey, that Lord Lewis made 
hii plundering cxcurfions into Murray. 
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it was of a very large fize, flrong, deep chefled, and covered with very long and 
rouii h hair. This kind was in great vogue in former days, and ufed in vaft numbers at 
the munificent flag-chafes, by the powerful chieftains. 

I alio faw here a dog the oflspriiig of a wolf and Pomeranian bitch. It had much 
tlie appearance of the firfl, was very good-natured and fportive ; but being flipped at a 
weak deer, it inflantly brought the animal di>wn and tore out its throat. This de g waa 
bred by Mr. Brook, animal-merchant in Loudon, who told me that the congrefs be- 
tween the. wolf and the bitch was immediate, .md the produce at the litter was ten. 

The Spey is a dangerous neighbour to CafUc Gordon ; a large and furious river, 
overflowing very frequently in a dreadful manner, as appears by its ravages far beyond 
its banks. The bed of the river is wide and full of gravel, and the channel very fhiif- 

The Duke of Gumberland paffed this water at Belly church, near this place, when 
the channel was fo deep as to take an officer, from whom I had the relation, and who 
was fix feet four inches high, up to the bread. The banks are very high and deep ; 
fo that, had not the rebels been providentially fo infatuated as to neglect oppofition, 
the palfage mufl: have been attended with confiderabic lofs. 

The falmon fifhery on this river is very great : about feventcen hundred barrels full 
arc caught in the foafon, and the fhore is rented for about 1 200I. per annum. 

Auguft 14th, paflfed through Fochabers, a wretched town, clofe to the cafllc; 
Croffed the .Spey in a boat, and landed in the county of Murray. 

The peuiants’ houfes, which, throughout the (hire of Banff were very decent, were 
now become very mifcrablo, being entirely made of turf : the country partly moor, 
partly cultivated, but in a very flovenly manner. 

Between Fochabers and F-lgin on the right lies innes, once the feat of the very an- 
cient family of that name, whofe annals .arc marked with great cabmities. 1 fliall recite 
two which flrongly paint the manners of the times, and one of them alfo the manners of 
that abandoned ftatefiuan the Regent Earl of Morton. I (hall deliver the tales in the 
fimple manner they arc told by the hiftoriaivof the houfe. 

“ This man Alexander innes 20th heir of the houfe (though very gallant) had 
fomething of pafticularyty^n his temper, wjs proud and pofitive in hi's deportment, 
and had his lawfuits with fcvcrall of his friends, amongii the reft with Innes of Peth- 
•nock, which had brought them both to Edinburgh in th.e yeir 1576, as f take it, q' 
the laird haveing met his kinfinan at the crofs, fell in words with him for dareing to give 
him a citation ; iivcholler cither flabed the gentleman with a degger or piftolcd him 
(for it was Varioufly reported). When he had done, his ftomach would not let him fly 
but he walked up and doun on the fpott as if he had done nothing that could be 
quareled, his friends If fe being i thing that he could difpofc of without being bound to 
count for it to any oyn. and y" ftayed till the Karle of Mortune who was Regent fent 
a guard and caried him away to the caftell, but q* he found truely the danger of his 
circumftance and y' his proud ralli aftion behooved to coft him his lyfc, he was then 
free to redeem that at any rate and made ane agreement for a remiffione with the re* 
gent at the pryce of the barrony of Kilmalemnock. wHlch this day; extends to 24 thou- 
fand marks rent yeirly. The evening after the agreement was made jnd writt, being 
.merry with his friends at acollatione and talking anent the dcirnefs of the ranfome the 
regent hade made him pay for his lyfe, he waunted that hade his foot once loofs he 
would faine fee q' the ‘Earle , of Mortune durft come and.polTtfs his lands: q'" being 
told to the regent that night, he refolved to play fuir game with him, and ' therefore 
though q' he fpoke was in drink, the very next day he put the fentence of death in exe- 

cutionc 
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cutione ag' him. by caufing his head to be ftruck of in the caftle and q" poflefl: his 
eftate.” 

'I'he other relation, (till more extraordinary, is given in the appendix. 

Dine at Elgin *, a good town, with many of the houfes built over piazzas ! except- 
ing it? great cattle fairs, has little trade; but is remarkable for jts ecclefiafHcal anti- 
quities. The cathedral had been a magnificent pile, but is now in ruins : ii was de- 
ftroyed by reafon of the falc of the lead iliat covered the roof, which was done in 1567, 
by order of council, to fitpport the foldiery of the regent Murray. Johnltpn, in his 
Encomia Urbium, celebrates the beauty of Elgin, and laments the fate of this noble 
building. 

, Arcihus hcroum nhiclis iirbs cinijitur* ir.tits 

ricbei radiant, nohiliuitiquc Lares: 

Omnia dclc6\ant, vctcris fed rudera templi 

‘ Dum fpctiias, lachrymis, Scotia, tinge genati. 

The weft door is very elegant, and richly ornamented. The choir very beautiful, and 
has a fine and light gallery running round it ; and at the call end are two rows of nar- 
row windows in an excellent Gothic tafte. The chaptor-houfe is an octagon, the root 
fupported by a fine fingle column, with neat carvings of coats of arms round the capi- 
tal. There is ftill a great tower on each fide of this cathedral ; but that in the centre, 
with the fpire and whole roof, arp fallen in, and form moll awful fragments, mixed with 
the battered monuments of knights and prelates. Boethius fays that Duncan, who 
was killed by Macbeth at Invcmefs, lies buried here. Numbers of modern tomb-ftones 
aifo crow'd the place ; a proof how difficult it is to eradicate the opinion of local fandity, 
even in a religion that affc£ls to defpife it. 

The cathedral was founded by Andrew de Moray! >n 1224, on a piece of land 
granted by Alexander the II. : and his remain^ were depofited in the choir under a 
tomb of blue marble in 1 244. The great tower was built principally by John Innes, 
bilhop of this fee, as appears by the infeription cut on one of the great pillars ; Ilic 
jacet in Xto Pater ct Dominus, Dominus Johannes de Innes hujus ecclefiae epifeopus— 
qui hoc notabilc opus incepit et per feptennium cdificavit |. 

This town had two convents; one of Dominicans, founded in 1233 or 1244, by 
Alexander H. ; another of Obfervantines, in 1479, by John Innes. 

About a mile, from hence is the caftle of Spinie ; a large i'quare tower, and a vaft 
quantity of other ruined buildings, ftill remain, whicli Ihcws its ancient magnificence 
whilft the rcfidcncc of the bilhops of Murray: the lake of Spinie almoft • wafties the 
walls ; is about five inil-s long, and a half mile broad, fituated in a fiat country. 
During winter, great numbers of wild fwans migrate Iiither ; and I have been told that 
I’ome have bred here. Boqfhius § fay ♦‘ they refort here for the lake of a certain herb 
called aftdr their' name. 

Not far from Elgin is a ruinetl chapel and prcceptory, called Maifgn Dieu. Near it 
K a large gravelly cliff, from whence is a beautiful view of the town, cathedral, a round 
hill with the remains ^of a caftle?*and beneath is the gentle ftream of the Laflie, the 
Eoxia of Ptolemy. * . * ‘ 


Cclricc Belle ville In the Appendix 13 a full and accurate account not only of Elgin, but of fcveral 
pans of the county of Murray, by the venerable Mr. Shaw, Mir#iftcr of Elgin, .aged ninety, aud eminent 
lor knowledge of the antiquities ^}f hia country. * 

f Keith's Bifhopg of Scotland. Bi. J MS. Hift. of the Innes family. 

§ Scotorum Regtii Dcftr. ix. 
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Three miles fouth is the Prioiy of Plofcairdin, in a mod fequellered place ; a beauti- 
ful ruin, the arches elegant^ the pillan well tum^, and the capitals rich *. 

Crofs the Loflle, ride along the edge of a vale, which has a ftrange mixture of good 
corn,* and black turberies : on the roM-fide is a milUftone quarry. 

Arrive in the rich plain of Munw, fertile in com. The upper parts of the country 
produce great numbm of cattle. The view of the Flith of Murray, with a full prof- 
pc£t of the high mountains of Rolsflure and Sutherland, and the magnificent entrance 
into the bay oPCromarde between two lofty hills, form a fine piece of fcenery. 

Turn about half a mile out of the road to the north, to fee Elinlols an abbey of 
Cidercians, founded by Darid 1 . in T150* Near this place was murdered by thieves 
Dufius, King of Scotlwd : on the difcov^ of his concealed body it was removed to 
Jona, and interred there with the rripe£t due to his merit. The Prioris chamber, two 
femicircular archps, the pillars, the couples of feveral of the roofe afford fpecimens of 
the mod beautiful Gothic architeAure, in all the elegance of fimplidty, without any of 
its fiuitadic ornaments. Near the abbey is an orchard of apple and pear trees, at lead 
coeval with the lad Monks ; numbers he pri^r^e ; their venerable branches fieem to 
have taken firefh roots, and were loaden with fruit, beyond what could be fixpeSted, 
from their antique look. 

Near Forres, on the roadfide,is a vad column, three feet ten inches broad, and one 
foot three inches thick : the hdght above ground is twenty-three feet ; below, as it b 
frid twelve or fifteen. On one fide are numbers of rude figures of animals, and armed 
men, with colours flying : fome of the men feemed bound like captives. On the op- 
pofite fide was a crofs, mcluded in a circle, and raifed a little above the furface of the 
done. At the foot of the crofs are two gigantic figures, and on one of the fides is fome 
elegant fret-work. 

. This is called King Sueno's done; and feemsto be as Mr. Gordon f conjectures, 
erefted by the Scots, in memory of the final retreat of the Danes’: it is evidently not 
Danifh, as fome have aflertcd ; the crob difproves the opinion, for that nation had not 
then recdved the light of chridianity. 

On a moor not far from Forres, Boethius, and Shakefpear from him, places the ren- 
countreof Macbeth and the three wayward fiders or witches, it was my fortune to 
meet with but one, Vhich was fomewhere not remote from the ruins of Kyn-Eden : 
(he was of a fpecies far more dangerous than thefe, but neither withered*, nor wild in 
her attire, but fo fiur. 

She look’d not like an inhabiuat o* th’ earth ! 

Boethius tells his dory adnurably well : but entirely confines it to the predictions of 
the three &tal fiders, which Sihdtefpear has ijj; finely copied in theIVth fceneof the*id 
aCf. The poet, in conformity to the belief of the timcsf calls them witches; infaCfc 
they were the Fates, the Valkyriac J of the northern nations, Gunna, Rota, and Skulda, 
the handmaids of Odin, the arCtic Mars, and dyled the chufers of the fiain, it being 
their office in battle to mark thofe devoted to death. • 

•• 

* A* I wat informed, for I did not fee thit celebrated abbey. f Itin. .Septentr. 1 c8. 

t From Walur, fignifying the daughter in battle, and Kyria to obtain by choiCe^ for their office, be- 
fidei feleaing out thofe that were to die in battle, waa to condua them to Valhalla, the parajife of the 
brave, the hall of Odin. Their nnmbera are different, fome make them three, other* twelve, others four- 
teen t ate deferibed as beinMcrv beautiful, covered with the feathe;* of the fwans, and armed with fpear 
^d helmet. Vide Barthofinua ^ caul: contempt, mortia. 553, 554, & note vet. Stephanli ill Sax. 
Gramm. 88. Sc Torfout. p. 36. 
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\Vc the relna to flau|;hter g{ve» 

Ours to kill, tLud ours to fparc : 

Spite of danger he (hall livCf 
(Weave the crimfon web of war) ♦. 

Boethius, fenfible of part of their buiinels, calls them Fiarcse : tnd Shakefpear inUro« 
duces (hem juft going upon their employ. 

When (hall we three meet again 
In thundcTi lightning, or in rain i 
\yhen the huriv burl’s done» 

When the battle’s loti or won. 

^t all the line incantations that fucceed, are borrowed from thefimciful Diableries of 
old -times, but fublimed, and purged from all that is ridiculous by the creative genius of 
the immitable poet, of whom Dryden fo Juftly fpeaks : 

But Shakcfpear’s magic couM not copied be^ 

Within that circle none durft walk but he. 

We laugh at the magic of dthers ; but Shakefpear’s makes us tremble. The windy 
dlpst of King Eric, and the vendible knots of wind of the Finland | magicians ap- 
pear infinitely ridiculous ; but when our poet drefTes up the fame idea, how horrible is 
this florm he creates ! 

Though you untie the winds, and let them fight 
Againil the churches ; though the yefty waves 
Confound and fwallow navigation up $ 

Though bladed corn be lodged and trees blown down ; 

'Fhough calllcs topple on their warder’s heads ; 

Tiiough palaces and pyramids do (lope 

Their beads to their foundations ; tliough the treafurc 

Of nature’s germins tumble all together. 

Even till deitnidlion (icken, anfwer me r 
To what I aik. 

Lay at Forres, a very neat town, feated under fome little hills, which are prettily di> 
vided. In the great ftrect is a town>houfc with a handfome cupola, and at the end is 
an arched gateway, which has a good eifed. On a hill weft of the. town are the poor 
remains of the caftle, from whence is a fine view of a rich country, interfperfed with 
groves, the bay of Findom, a fine bafon, almoft round, with a narrow ftrait into it from 
the fea, and a melancholy profpeft of the eftate of Cowbin, in theparilh of Dyke, now 
nearly overwhelmed with land. This ftrange inundation is ftill in motion, but moftly 
in the time of a weft wind. It moves along the furface with an even progrelfion, but 
is ftopped by water, after which it forms little hills : its^otion is fo quick, that a gen- 
tleinan afiured me he had feen an apple-tne fo covered with it, in one feafon, as to leave 
only a few of the green leaves of the upper branches appearing above the furface. An 
eftate of about 300I. per annum has been thus overwhelmed ; and it is not long fince 
the chimnies of the principal houfes were to be feen : it began about eighty years a^o, 
occafioned by the cutting down tt}e trees, and pulling up the bent, or ftarwort, which 

* Gray. 

I King Enc was a (;rcat magician, who by turning his cap, caufed the wind to blow according to his 
mind. * * . . . 

X Solebant aliquando FInni, negotfaSorlbus In eorom littorlbus contrarla ventorum tempeftate Impeditls, 
vemum venalem cxhibcrc, mereedeque oblata, ires nodes magicos non cal&qticos loro condrlAos elfdem 
redd6|P, to fervatomoderamine et ubt‘ primum dlfToIverlnt, ventos haberbnt piacldos; ubi alteriim, vchc« 
mcntlores; ac ubi tertium laxaveriot ita licvas tempcBatcs fc palTuros, Olaua Magnus de Gent. 
Sept. 97.’ 
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gave occafion at laftto the aA 15th G. II. to prevent its farther ravages, by prohibiting 
the deftruftion of that plant. 

A little N. £. of the bay of Findorn is a piece of land projecting into the fea, called 
Brugh or Burgh. It appears to have been the Ianding*place of the Danes in their de- 
ftra^ve defcents on the rich plains of Murray : it is fortified with folTes ; and was well 
adapted to fecure either their landing or thdr retreat. 

' Aug. 15. frofs the Findorn j land near a friable rock of whitifh ftone, much tinged 
tfhh green, an indication of copper. The Hone is burnt for lime. From an adjacent emi* 
nence is a piClurefque view of Forres. About three miles farther Is Tamaway caftle, the 
ancient feat of the Earls of Murray. The hall, called Randolph’s-hal', from its founder 
Earl Randolph, one of the great lupporters of Robert Bruce, is timberefl at top like 
Weflminfter-hall : its dimenfions are 79 feet by 35, to inches, and feeras a fit refort 
for barons and their vafTals. In the rooms are fome good heads t one of a youth, with 
a ribband of fome order hanging from his neck. Sir William Balfour, with a black 
body to his veil, and brown (leeves, a gallant commander on the parliament's fide in 
the civil wars, celebrated for his retreat with the body of horfe from Leflwlthiel in 
face of the king's army ; but jufily branded with ingratitude to his mailer, who by his 
favour to Sir William in the beginning of his reign, added to the popular difeontents 
then arifing. The Fair, or Bonny Earl of Murray, as he is commonly called, who 
was murdered, as fuppofed, on account of a jealoufy James VI. entertained of a pallion 
the queen had for him ; at leafl fuch was the popular opinion, as appears from the old 
ballad on the occafion : 


He was a braw gallant, 

And he played at the aluve * ( 

And the bonny Earl of Murray, 

Oh ! he was the queen’s love. 

There are befides, the heads of his lady and daughter, all on wood, except that of the 
Earl. To the fouth fide of the caftle are large birch woods, abounding with ftags and 
roes. 

Continued my journey weft of Auldeame : am now arrived again in the country 
where the Erfe fervice is performed. Juft beneath the church is the place where Mon- 
trofe obtained a fignal viftory over the Covenanters, many of whofe bodies lie in the 
church, with an infeription, importing, according to the cant of the time, that they 
died fighting fof their religion and their king. I was told this anecdote of that hero : 
that he always carried with him a Caefar's Commentaries, on whofe margins were 
written, in Montrofe's own hajid, the generous fentiments of his heart, verfes oqt of 
the Italian poets, ex^refiing his contempt for every thing but glory. 

Having a diftant view of Nairn, a fraall town near tlie fea, on a river pf the fame 
name, the fuppofed tuaefis of Ptolemy. Ride through a rich com country, mixed with 
deep and black Turberies, which fliew the original ftate of the land, b.efore the recqj^ 
introdudion of the improved method of agriculture.,. Reach Calder caftle, or Cawdor, 
as Shakefpear calls it, long the property of its thanes. The uncient part is a great 

For glaive, an old word for a fword* 

“ Then furth he drew his truftj gtaivci 
Quhyle thoufands all around, • 

Drawn frae their (heaths glanft !n the fuD» 

And loud the bougills founds” HARDVKNVTf » * 

iquare 
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fqiure tower j but there is a large and more modem bttSding annexed, with a draw< 
bridge. '' 

The thanedom was transferred into the houfe of the Campbells by the theft of the 
heirefs of Caider, when {he was an infant, by the fecond Earl of Argyle. Hie Calders 
raifcd ^eir clan, and endeavoured to bring back the child, but were.defeated with great 
lofs. The Earl carried off his prize, and married her to Sir John^Caunpbell, his fecond 
fon, fometime before the year 1510. 

All the houles in thefe parts are caftles, or at lead defenfible ; for till the year 1745, 
the Highlanders made their inroads, and d'-ove away the cattle of their ^efencelefs 
neighbours. There are faid to e^iff fome very old marriage articles of the daughter of 
a chieftain, in which the daughter promifes for her porion two hundred Scots marks, 
and the half of a Michaelmas moon, i. e. half the plunder, when the nights grew dark 
enough to make their excurfions. There is likewife in being a letter from S>r Ewin 
Cameron to a chief in the neighbourhood of the county of Murray, wherein he regrets 
the mifehief that had happen^ between their people (many having ./een killed on both 
tides), as his clan had nc intention of falling on the Grar 9wben.it left Lochaber, but 
only to make an incurfion into Murray-iand, where every man was free to take his prey. 
This {(range notion Teems to have aril'en ^rom the county having been for fo many ages 
a Piflilh country, and after that under the dominion of the Danes, and during both 
periods in a (late of perpetual warfare with *'he Scots an'* weftern Highlanders, who 
(long after the change of circuinfianc^s) feem q ' e 10 have forgot that it was any crime 
to rob their neighbours of Murray. 

Rode into the woods of Calder, in whici. we^e very fine birch frees and aiders, fome 
oak, great broom, and juniper, which gave fhelter to the roes. Deep rocky glens, 
darkened with trees, bound each fide of the wood : one has a great torrent roaring at 
its diflant bottom, called the brook of Aclmeem : it well merits the name of Acheron, 
bang a mod fit feene for witches to celebrate their noflumal rites in. 

Obferved on a pillar of the door of Calder church a joug, i. e. an iron yoke, or ring, 
faftened to a chain, which was in former times put round the necks of delinquents 
againft the rules of the church, who were left there expofi^d to fhame during the time 
of divine fervice, and was alfo ufed as a punifliment for defamarionf fmall thefts, &c. ; 
but thefe penalties are now happily abofifhed. The cleigy of Scotland, the mod decent 
and confidenf in their condud of any fet of men I ever met with of their order, are at 
jirefent much changed from the fundus, illiterate, and enth'ufiadic teachers of the old 
times, and have taken up the mild method of perfuafion, indead of the cruel difcipline 
of corporal punifhments. Science almod univerfally fiomiflies among them ; and their 
difeourfe is not lefs improving than the table they entertain the dranger at is decent 
and*hofi»table. Few, very few of them permit the bewifeberj' of difOpation to lay hold 
of th^, notwithftanding they allow all the inn'>cen. p!.:afures of others, which, though 
not criminal in the layman, they know mud bring the taint of levity on the churchman* 
They never fink their characters by nudnlgnt trawls, by mixing with the gaming world, 
oiher in cards^ cocking, or horie*races, but preferve with a narrow income a dignity 
too often lod among their brethrdti foutjh f the Tweed *. 

The 


.• The APOLOGY. 

FamiiK— “ You, you to fiery purgat’ry muft (ley, 

** Tilt gell end ink and dirt of Icribling day 
** In purifying flames sk ptiig’d away. 
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'Hie Scotch livings are from 40I. per annum to 150I. per annum ; a decent houie is- 
built for the minifter on the glebe, and about fix acres of land annexed. The church' 
allowsmo curate, except in cafe of ficknefs or age, when one, under the title of helper^ 
is appointed ; or, where the livings are very extenfive, a miflionary or affiftant is al> 
lotted ; but line-cures, or fine*cured preferments, never difgrace the church o£ our 
filler Idngdom. The widows and ehildrer 'le of late provided for out of a fund efta- 
blifhed by two s\,£ls, 17th and aad Geo. II. * This fund, amounting now to 66,booi. 
was formed by the contributions of the clergy, whofe widows receive annuities from 
lol. to 35I. according to what their hulbar Js had advanced. 

Cro&the Nairn ; the dream inconlider?''le, except in fioods. On the weft is Kil- 
ravoch Caftle, and that of Dilci^ols. £‘eep due north, along the military road from 
Perth ; pafs along a narrow pivce of land, projeding far into the Firth, called Arderfier, 
forming a (Irait loarce a mile over, between this county and that of Cromartief. At 
the end of this point is Fort George, a fmall but llrong ai«d regular fortrefr, built fince 
<745* ^ place d'atnies : it is kept in- excellent order, but, by re^on of the happy 

change of the times, feemed altnoll deferted : th'’ officers* anartments and barracks are 
very handfome, andfc m feveral regular -ind good 'Greets. According to a fketch £ 

Traveller. — O truu nriv, U — ,1 Verwot** >£Fend 
^ One pioaa divine one *'iriu''ua friend, 

Fr- m natk. . .*>m ate my ^liara«^cr8 d*' 

From lii*lc j&ob Jerom tc bi(Hojj>8 in lawn 
O truft me, dear friend, 1 never did thi.iJiL on 
The holiei who dwell near ch «)*erlooker of Lincolil. 

Not a prelate or prieft did e’er haunt my flumber. 

Who intrusively teach betwixt Tweeda and Humber; 

Nor in fouth, caft, or weft do 1 ftigmatife any, 

Wlio ftick to their texts, and thofe aie the many. 

But when crofting and joftling come Queer men of God» 

In rufty brown coats and w^aiftcoats or plaid ; 

With greafy crept hair, and hats cm to the ^ick. 

Tight white lea^cm breeches, and fmart little ftick ; 

Clear of all that is facred from bowfprit to poop, ftr ; 

•Whoprophanc like a pagan, and fwcar like a trooper; 

Who (nine in the cock- pit, on turf, and in ftable. 

And are the prime bucks and arch wags of each table ; 

Who if they e’er deign to thump drum ecclefiaftic, 

Sp new-fangled ^dtrine enough to make man ftek ; 

Ana la^ down as gofpci, but not from their bibics. 

That good-iiatur’d vices are nothing but foibles ; 

And vice are refining till vice is no more, 
taking S bottle to taking a 
Then if in thefe days fuch apoftates appear, 

i Por fuch lam told apnear there and here} 

I pardon, dear friend, a wcil-me^nr g zeal. 

Too unguardedly tcll..fg the tcandc. I i 
It touches not you, let ihc galled jad^*^ wi'**:h 
Sound in morals and doArin^. you never will rlinch. 

O friend of paft youth, let me think of tte fable 
Oft told with chafte mirth at your innocent table. 

When inftrudively kind, wifdom’s rulfs you fun o’er, 

Reluftant I leave you, infatiate for more ; ^ 

So» bleft be the day, that my joys will reftore.” 

* An Mcount of the government of the church of Scotland was colMUiiicatcd to me by ike Reveaesd 
Mr. Brodie, the late worthy miniftcr of Caldcr. Vide Appendts* 
f Between which plies a ferry-boatv 

obtained 
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obtained to re&e(h my memory, it appears to be of an oftagottal fonn; to haire alt 
ample efplanade i cafetnates on each fide bomb>proof, the parade in the centre, and a 
chapel in the rear. 

Lay at Campbeltown, a place confifting of numbers of very mean houl^ owing its 
■rife and fupport to the neighbouring fort. 

Aug. 1 6. Pafied over Coiioden*moor, the place that North Britain owes its prefent 
profperity to, by the vi£lory of April i6, 1746. On the fide of the moor, are the great 
j^ittations of Culloden-houfe, the feat of the late Duncan Forbes, a warm and aftive 
friend to the Houfc of Hanover, who fpent great Aims in its fervice, and by his influ- 
«nCe, and by his perfuafions, diverted numbers from joining in rebellion ; at length 
he met with a cool return, for his attempt to {heath after vifkory, the unfatiated fword. 
But let a veil be flung over a few excefles confequential of a day, produdlive of fo 
much benefit to the muted kingdoms. 

The young adventurer lodged here the ev&ning preceding the battle ; diflrafled with 
the averfion of the common men to difdpline, and the diilentions among his oiHcers, 
^en when they were at the brink of doftruftion, he feemed incapable of a&ing, could 
be fcarcely perfuaded to mount his horfe, never came into the aftion, as might have 
been expeded from a prince who had his lad flake to play, but fled inglorioufly to the 
old traitor Lovat *, who, I was told, did execrate him to the perfon who informed him 
that he was approaching as a fugitive : forefedng his own ruin as the confcquence f. 

The Duke of Cumberland, when he found that the barges of the fleet attended near 
the (hore for the fafety of his perfon, in cafe of a defeat, immediately ordered them 
away, to convince his men of the refolution he had taken of either conquering or pe* 
rifliing with them. 

The battle was fought contrary to the advice of fome of the mod fenfible men in the 
rebel army, who advifed the retiring into the fadnelfe beyond the Nefs, the breaking 
down the bridge of Invemefs, and defending therafelves amidd the mountains. They 
politically urg^ that England was engaged in bloody wars foreign and domedic, that 
it could at that time ill fpare its troops ; and that the Government might, from that 
confideration, be induced to grant to the infurgents their lives and fortunes, on con* 
dition they laid down their arms. They were fenfible that their cauTe was defperate, 
and that their ally was faithlefs j yet knew it might be long before they could be en- 
tirely fubdued ; therefore drew hopes from the fad necelfity of our affairs at that fea-' 
fon : but this rational plan was fuperfeded by the favourite faftion of the army, to 
whofe guidance the unfortunate Adventurer had refigned hitnfelf. < 

After defeending from, the moor, got into a well cultivated country' ; and, after 
riding ibnie time under low but ploafant hills, not far from the fea, reach 
•invemefs, finely feated on a plain, between the Finn of Murray, and the river Nefs; 
the firfl, .from the narrow >Ilruit of Ardcrfier, inftantly widens into a fine bay, and 

• 

♦ His lA)rdfhip was at that time expeding the event of the battle^ when a perfon came in and informed 
Aim, that ht law the Prince riding full fpred, and alone. 

f Regard to impariialily ohliges mejto give the followiiig account veiy recently communicated to roc, 
rcl .ting to the ftatiun olAhc cliitf on this iinp/lrtant day ; and that by an eye^witncffi : 

I hc :»4:otch army jvri, drnwn np in a lingle line ; behind, at about 500 pace* dillance, was a corps dc le- 
ferve, which r. as the A^veiUiner, a place of feeming fecurity, from whence he ifliued his orders. Hia 
ufual (\\ - L was ihzt or ilic il'^hlan^s, but this day he appeared in a brown coat, with a loofe great coat 
ovei ir, mul an ordii'.ai y li..t, iitch as countrymen wear, on his head. RemoK as this place was from the 
IpoL »hcrc the tJiilin:g ucUon wn>, a^fei vant of his was killed by an accidental Diot. It is welt knovw l^w 
ihoA the confliA w as : and the muir.ent lie faw his right wing give way^i he fled with' the utmufl pteci|>Hatmnp 
and vvitlioiU a fingle aiundai:r, till he v. a^ joined by a Few other rugitives. 
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tgain as fuddanly central oppofite Inveraels, at the ferry of KelTock, the pafs into 
Rofsfhirc. The town is large and well built, very populous, and contains about 
eleven thoulimd inhabitants. This being the laft of any note in North Britain, is 
the winter refidence of many of the neighbouring gentry : and the prefem emporium, 
as it was the andent, of the north of Scotland. Ships of five or fix hundred tons can 
ride at the lowed ebb within a mile of the town •, and at high tides, vefiels of two 
hundred tons can come up to the quay. The prefent imports are chiefiy groceries, 
haberdaiheries,^rdware, and other necefiaries from London: and of late from fix to 
eight hundred hogfheads of porter are annually brought in. Ihe exports are chiefly 
frlmon, thofe of the Nefs being elleemed of more exquifite flavour than any other. Her- 
rings, of an inferior kind, taken in the Firth from r* uguft to March. The manufadlured 
exports are confiderable in cordage and lacking. Of late years, the linen manufacture 
6f the place faves it above three thouland pounds a year, which ufed to go into Holland 
for that ardcle. I'he commerce of this place was at its height a century or two ^o, 
when it engrofled the exports of corn, falmon, and herrings, and had befides a gr^ 
trade in cured codfifh, now lod ; and in thofe times very large fortunes were made 
here. 

The opulence of this town has often made it the objeCt of plunder to the Lords of 
the Ifles and their dependents. It fuflered in particular in 1222, from one Gillifpie ; 
in 1429, from Alexander Lord of the Ifles; and even fo late did the antient manners 
prevail, that a head of a weftern clan, in the latter end of the lad century, threatened 
the place with, fire and fword, if they did not pay a large coutribuiion, and prefent 
him with a fcarlet fuit laced ; ail which was complied with. 

On the north flood Oliver’s fort, a pentagon, whofe form remains to be traced only 
by the ditches and banks. He formed it with ftones purloined from the neighbouring 
religious houfes. At prefent there is a very confiderable rope.waik near it. 

On an eminence, fouth of the town, is old Fort St. George, which was taken and 
' blown up by the rebels in 1746. It had been the antient caflle converted by General 
Wade into barracks. According to Boethius, Duncan was munlered here by Mac- 
beth : but according to Fordun, near Elgin *. This caftic ufed to be the refidence of 
the Court, whenever the Scottifh Princes were called to quell the infurre^tions of the 
turbulent clans. 018 people ftill remember magnificent apartments embellilhed with 
•flucco bufls and paintings. The view from hence is charming of the Firth, "the palTage 
of Keflbck, the river Nefs, the flrange lhaped hill of Tomman heurich, and various 
groupes of diflan^ mountains. 

The Tomman is of an oblong form, broad at the bafe, and floping on all fides to. 
wards the top ; fo that it looks like a (hip with its keel upwards. Its Tides, and part of 
the neighbouring plaips, are platited, fo it is both an agreeable walk and a fine objeft. 
It is perfeflly detached from any other hill ; and if it was qpt for its gresit fize, might 
pafs t for a work of art. The view from it is fuch, ^that no traveller will think his 
labour loft, after gaining the fummit. 

At Invemefs, and I believe at other towns in Scotland, is an officer, called Dean of* 
the Guild, who, affifled by a council, fuperintends the markets, regulates the | price 

* Annals of Scotbnd. x. ^ ^ 

t Its length at top about 300 yards ; I ncglcftcd mcafuring the bafe or the height, which arc bJth con- 
fiderable ; the breadth of the top only 20 yards. * 

X Beef, (22 ounces to the poiinc^ zd to 4d. Mutton, id. to 3d. ycal, 3d. to 5d. Pork, 2d. to ^d. 
Chickens, 3d. to 4d. a couple. Fowl, 4d. to 6d. a piece. Goofe, lad. to 144. Ducks, is. a coddle. 
Eggs, feven a penny. Salmon, of which there arc fcvcral great filheriesi id. and id, hallpcnny per pound. 
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of prorifions; and if any houfe ialls downt and the owner lets it- lie in ruins for 
three yearst the Dean can abfolutely difpofe of the mund to the heft Udder. 

In this town was a houfe of Dominicans, founded in 1333 by Alexander II. ; and in 
palrymple's Golledion there is mention of a nunneiy. 

In the Church'Areet is a hofpital with a ca[Mtal or 3000I. the intereft of which is 
diAnbuted among the indigent inhabitants of the town. In this houfe is a library of 
1400 volumes of both antient and modem .books. The founder was Mr. Robert 
£aillie, a minifter in this town ; but the principal bene&ftor was Dr. James Frafer, 
fecretary to the Chelfea Hof]»tal. 

Crcds the Nefs on a bridge of feven arches, above which the tide flows for about a 
mile. A fmall toll is colle&ed here, which brings to the town about 60I. a year. 

' Proceed north ; have a fine view of the Firth, which now widens again from Keflbck 
into a large bay Tome miles in length. The hills flope down to the ^er-fide, and are 
finelv cultivated ; but the diftant profpeft is of rugged mountains of a ftupendous 
h^ht, as if created as guards to the im of the iiland from the fury of the boifterous 
nora. 

Ride clofe to the water>edge through woods of alder ; pafs near fevcral houfes of the 
the Frafers, and reach 

Cattle Duiue, the fite of die houfe of their chieftain Lord Lovat. The barony 
from which be took lus dtle came into the family by the marriage of Sir Simon Frafer, 
a Utde before the year 1300, with the heirefs of Lord Biflet, a nobleman of great pof* 
feinon.in thefe parts. . 

The 6ld houfe, which was very mean, was burnt down in 1746 ; but a neat box, 
the relidence of the hofpitable fador, is built in its ftead on a high bank well wooded, 
over the pretty river Mwley, or Beaulieu. The country for a certain circuit, is fer« 
die, well culdvat^ and fmiling. The bulk of Lord Lovat's ettate was in thefe parts ; 
the reft, to the amount of 500!. per annum, in Stratherick. He was a potent chief* 
tain, and could raife about 1000 men.: 'but I round his neighbours fpoke as unfavour* 
ably of him, as his enemies did in the moft diftant parts of the kingdom. I.egiflature 
has given the moft honourable teftimony to the merit of the fon, by reftoring, in 
1774, the forfeited fortunes of the father. No patent for nobility conveyed greater 
glory to any one, than the preamble of the aft has done to this gentleman. His fa* 
ther*s property had been one of the annexed eftates, i. e. fettled unalienably on the. 
Crown, as all the forfrited fortunes in the Highlands are : the whole value of which 
brought in at that time about 6000I. per annum, and thofe in the l^pwlands about the 
lame fum ; fo that the power and intereft of a poor twelve thoufand per anmtm, terri* 
fied and nearly fubvertra the conftitution of thefe powerful kingdoms. 

. The profits of thefe eftates are lodged in the hands *of truftee^, who apply their re- 
venue for the founding of fchoolsfor the inftruftionof children in fpinning ; wheels are 
given away to poor families, and flax*feed to farmers. Some money is given in aid of 
the roads, tmd towards building bridges over the torrents ; by which means a ready 
^terconrfe b made to parts before inacceflible to ftrangers*. And in 1753, a large 
fum was ^nt on'an Utopian projeft of eftablifliing colonies (on the forftited eftates) of 
difbanded foldiers and failors: comTortable houfes were built for them, land and 
money piven, fbme lent ; but the fuccefs by no means anfwered the intentions of 
the projeftors. , 

Aug. 17. Ford theBewIey, where a falmon filhery, beidnging to the Lovat eftate, 
rents at laoL per annum. The Erie name of this river b Faror, and. the vale it runs 

^ The AAon, or ageouef thefe elUtea, are allb allowed all the money they expend in planting. 

6 through. 
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trough, Glen-ftrath-farar. . It is probable that this was its antient name, and that the 
Varar JEftuarium of Ptolemy was derived froin it, the P being changed into V. The 
'Country on this fide the river is called Leimamona^ •, or the monk's land, having for- 
merly been the property of the priory of Bewley ; arid the oppofite fide bears the name 
of Airds, or the heights. Pafs by fome excellent farms, well inclofed, improved, and 
planted : the land produces wheat and other corn. Much cattle arc bred in thefc 
parts, and the^ are fcveral linen manufactures. 

Ford the Conan to Caftle Briian, the feat of the Earl of Seaforth ; a good houfe, 
plcafantly fituated on the fide of a hill ; commands a view of a large plain, and to the 
weft, a wild profpedt of broken and lofty mountains. 

There is here a fine full length of Mary Stuart, with this infcriptlon : Maria D. G. 
Sciiia ptiffima Retina. Francia Dotaria.' Anno JEtatis Regni jfi. 1580. Her drels 
is black, .with a imlF, cap, handkerchief, and a.white veil down to the ground^ beads, 
and prayer-book, and a crofs hanging from her neck \ her hair dark brown, her face 
handforrie, and, confidering the difference of years, fo much refembling her portrait by 
Zuccheref, in Chifwick-houfe, as to leave little doubt as to the originality of the laft. 

A finall half-length on wood of Henry Darnly, inferibed Henricus Stunrdus Dominus 
Darnly^ JEt, IX. M. D. LV. drelfed in black, with a fword. It is the figure of a 
pretty boy. ^ ^ 

A fine portrait’ of Cardinal Richlieu. Qeneral Monk, in ,a buiNi$i^. Head of Sir 
George Mackenzie. The Earl of Seaforth, called from his fize?, •’ Kenneth More. 
Frances Countefs of Seaforth, daughter of William Marquis of Powis, in her robes, 
with a tawny moor offering her a coronet. Roger Palmer of Caftlemaine, dif- 

tinguifhed by his lady, Barbara Duchefs of Cleveland } and fimple embally to a 

difeerning Pope from that bigotted Prince James II. 

Near the houfe are fome very fine oaks, and horfe-chelhuts ; In the garden, Turkey 
apricots, orange neClarines, and a fmall foft peach, ripe } other peaches, neCtarincs, and 
green gages, far from’ ripe. 

Pafs through Dingwall, a fmall town, the capital of Rofsfhire, fituated near the head 
of the Firth of Cromartie : the Highlanders call it Inner-Feorain, Feoran being the 
name of the river that runs near it into the Firth. An antient crofs, and an obelilk 
over the burying-place of the F.arls of Cromartie;'s family, were all I faw r^arkablenn 
it. In the year 1 400, Dingwall had its caftle, fubjeCt to Donald, Lord of the Hies, and 
Earl of Rofs. After that Regulus was weakened by the battle of Harlaw, his territories 
were invaded j . and this caftle reduced to the power of the crown of Scotland, by the 
Duke of Albany. , 

Ride along a very good road cut on the fide of a hill, with the country very well 
cultivated above and4)elow, witn fcveral fmall woods interfperfed near the water's ed|e. 
'rhere is a fine view of almoft the whole bay, the moft capacious and fecure of any In 
Great Britain ; its whole navy might lay there with etfe, and fhips of aoo' tons may 
fail up above two thirds of its length, which exends near thirty Englilh miles from the 
Sutters t of Cromartie to a fmall diftance beyond Dii^wqll : the entrance is narrow f 
the projefling hills defend this fine bay from«all vfinds, fo it ynfty merits the name 
given it of Porius falutis. ^ 

Foules, the feat of Sir Henry Monro, lies Aout i^mile from (he firth, near vaft 
plantations on the flats, as well as on the hills. Thofo on the hills arie fix miles in 
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I^cir, or Lctlier, land that lies on the fide of a river or branch of the fea, and Monacb» a monk. 
outterSf or bhooterf| two bills that form its entrance, projecting coofidcrabiy into the water. * 
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length, and in a very douriihing ftatc. On the back of thelb are extenfive vallies full 
uf oats bounded by mountains, which here, as welhas in the Highlands in general, run 
from ead: to weft. Sir Henry holds a foreft from the crown by a very whimftcal tenure, 
that of delivering a fnow'ball on any day of the year that it is demanded ; and he feems 
to be in no danger of forfeiting his right by £iilure of the quil-reijt ; for ftiow lies in 
form of a glacicrc in the chafins of Benwewifli, a neighbouring mountain, throughout 
the year. 

Aug. i8. Continue my journey along the low country, which is “rich and well 
cultivated. 

Pafs near Invergordon *, a handfomc houfe, amidfo fine plantations. Near it is the nar« 
roweft part of the Firth, and a ferry into the (hire of Cromartie, now a country almoft 
deftitute of trees i yet, in the time of James V. was covered with limber, and ovea'un 
with wolves -f. 

Near the fummit of the hill, between the Firths of Cromartie and Dornoch, is Bal* 
linagouan, the feat of a gentleman, who has moft fuccefsfully converted his fword into a 
ploughfhare ; who, after a feries of difinterefted fcn’ices to his country, by clearing 
the leas of privateers, the moft unprofitable of captures, has applied himfelf to arts not 
lefs deferving of its thanks. He is the beft farmer and the greateft planter in the 
country : his wheat and his tumeps fhew the one, his plantations of a million of pines 
each year the other It was with great fatisfadion that I obferved charaders of this 
kind very frequent in North Britain ; for, during the interval of peace; every officer 
qf any patrimony was fond of retiring to it, aflumed the farmer without flinging off the 
the gentleman, enjoyed rural quiet ; yet ready to undergo the fatigues of war the 
moment his country claimed his fervices. 

About two miles below Ballinagouan is a melancholy inftance of a reverie of con- 
duct : the ruins of New Tarbat, once the magniiicait feat of an unhappy nobleman, 
who plunged into a moft ungrateful rebellion, deftru£live to himfelf and family The 
tenants, who feem to inhabit gratis, are forced to fhelter themfelves from the weather 
in the very lowed apartments, while fwallows make their nefts in the bold ftucco of 
fome of the upper. 

While I was in this county, I heard a fingular but welhattefted relatibn of a woman 
difordered in her health, who faded for afupematural fpace of time ; but die length of 
the narrative obliges me to fling it into the Appendix. 

Ride along a tedious black moor to Tain, a. fmall town on the Firth of Dornoch, 
diftinguilh^d for nothing but its large fquare tower, decorated with five fmall fpircs. 
Here wa^alfo a collegiate church, founded in 1481 by Thomas bilhop of Rbfs. Cap* 
tain Richard Franks, an honed cavalier, who during the ufurpation made an angling 
petegrination from the banks of the Trent to John a Croat’s hctufe, calls Tain ** as 
exemplary- as any place for juftice, that never ufes gibbet or halter to hang a roan, but 

C 

^ At CulracB. three miles from this place, is foundy two feet beneath the furface. a ftratum of white 
marie filled* vvilh (hdlsj and is much ufed as a manure. 

f Thcfe animals have been long extiiv§^ in North Britain^ notwithftanding M. de UuiFon afferts the con* 
trary. There are many aatient laws for tlicir eatirpation : that of James 1. parlero. 7 . is the moft remark* 
abfc ; ** The fchiriflFs and barons fuld hunt the wolf four or tlirie times in the zear* betwixt St. Mark’s day 
and Larr^c&> quhicU is the time of their^uLelpas, and all tcuenit (all rife with tlicm under painc ofane 
wadder.’’ 

1 Pine^ or Scotch fir feed, as it is called, fells from four to fix (hillings per pound. Renta are payed hero 
in xind : the landlord ci:hcr oontradss to fupply the forts with the produce of the land, or fcIU it to tlie 
mcr Aanlt who comes for it. The price of labour is 64. per di^y to the men, 3 d. to the women. 
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facks all thdr malefaftor^, fo fwims them to their graves *. This method of puiilfh- 
ment was not peculiar to this, fo> in old times women convifted of capital oftonccs were 
drovoied in the riwer Geftling, near Sandwich f* The place appeared very gay at this 
time ; for all the gaudy finery of a little fair was difplayed in the flicw of hardware, 
printed linens, and ribbands. Kept along the fliore for about two miles through au 
open corn country j and crofling the great ferry, in breadth near two miles, through a 
rapid tide, and^in a bad boat, land in the county of Sutherland, Cattu of the Highl;ind(.rs, 
and in Icfs than an hour reach its capital. 

Dornoch, a fmall town, half in ruins, once the refidence of the bifliops of Cejthiicf;-, 
and, like Durham, the feat of ecclefiaftics ; many of the houfes ftill are ca’le'i after the 
titles of thofe that Inhabited them : the bifliop lodged in the caltle : the dean’s houfe is 
at prefent the inn. The cathedral was in form of a crofs, built by Gilbert Moray, who 
died bifliop of Ctythijefs in 1245 : it is now a ruin, except part, which is the prefent 
church |. On the doors and window-ftiutters were painted (as is common in many 
parts of North Hritain) white tadpole-like figures on a black ground, defigned to ex- 
preft the tears of the country for the lofs of any perfon of difiinftion. Thefe were 
occafioned by the afteQjng end of that amiable pair, the young Earl and Countefs of 
Sutherland, who were lovely in their lives, and in their deaths they were not divided, 
for their happinefs was interrupted by a very Ihort feparation ; farie ubi idem et maximvs 
€t honcjliffimus amor eji^ aliquando prajiat morte jttngi^ quam vita dijlrahi §. 

Ride on a plain not far from the fea; pafs by a fmall crofs, called the Thane’s, 
crefted in memory of the battle ofEmbo in 1259, between William Earl of Sutherland 
and the Danes, who w'cre overthttjwn, and their general flain, at this place ; and not 
far from thence the fpot where 4ip unhappy creature had been burnt, if I miftake not, 
in June 1727, for the imaginary crime of witchcraft {|. 

Crofs a very narrow inlet to a fmall bay at Portheg, or the little ferry, in a boat as 
dangerous as the laft ; for horfes can fieither get in or out without great rifque, from 
the vaft height of the fides and their want of flips. Keep along the ihore, pafs by the 
fmall village of Golfpie, and reach 

Dunrobin caftle, the ancient feat of the earls of Sutherland, founded about the year 
1 100 by Robert, or .Robin, fccond Earl of Sutherland, fituated near the fea, and as Jhe 
word dun imports, on a round hill. The few paintings here are, an Earkof Murray, 

• Northern M^moIrSi See. by Richard Franks^ Phtlanthropus. London, 1694, 

f Harris's Kent, ^7 1. 

% Sir Patrick Murray founded here in 1271 a convent of Matliurines. 

§ Where a mutual and pioft ardent and moft virtuous affcdlion reigns^ it is fometimes preferable to Lc 
united by death, than torn from each (^iher by life, 

II This is the laft inftanv of thefe frantic exccuiions in the north of Scotland, as that In the fouth was*at 
Paifley in 1697, where, among others, a woman, young and handfome, fi^fTered, with a reply to her enqnlr* 
ing friends worthy a Roman matron: being alked why ihc did not make a better defence on lirr trial, 
anlwcrid, ** My perfeciitors have deftroyed my honour, and my lif? Is not now worth the pains of defend- 
ing,” The laft inftaiicc of national credulity on this head was the' ftory of the witches of Tkerfo, who tor- 
menting for a long time an honeft fellow under the nfual form of cats, at laft provoked him fo, that one night* 
lie put them to {light with his braad fword, and cut off the leg of afie lefs nimble than the reil ; on hi? tak- 
ing it up, to his amazement he found It belonged to a fcmaTc of liis own fpccics,*and next mornitig difoo- 
vered the owner, an old hag, with only the companion leg to this. The horrors of fatale were cour’dcribiy 
abated in the place I heard it, by an unlucky enquiry made by onc,in company, viz. In \^at pu t wanM the 
old woman have fuffered, had the man cutoff the caps tail ? But theCt relations of almoft olifolete fupcrili. 
tions, miift never be thought a reflexion on this country, as long as any memory remains of the tragical cud 
of the joor people at Tring, who, avithin a few miles of our capital, in ! 75 1 , fell a faaificc to the he!hd of ' 
the common people in witches ; or of that ridiculous impollu re in the capital itfelf, m 1762* of the jCock^ 
lane ghoa, which found credit with all ranks of people. ^ 

M2 * aa 
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an old mai(i, on wood. His Ton and two daughters, by Go. G. 1628. A fine full' 
length of ChaHes I. Angus Williamrob, a hero of the clan Chattan, who refcued the 
Sutherlands in the time of diflrefs. A very fingular piflure of the Duke of A\ya in 
council, with a cardinal by his fide, who puts a pair of bellows blown' by the devil into ' 
his caj* : the duke has a chain in one hand fixed to the necks of the kneeling Flemings, 
in the other he (hews them a paper of recantation for them to fign } behind whom are 
the reformed cleigy. The cardinal is the noted Anthony Pcrrenot, cardinal de Gran- 
ville, fccretary to Margaret of Aufiria, duchefs dowager of Savoy, goVehiefs of the. 
Netherlands, and who was held to be the author, advancer, and nouriiher * of the 
troubles of thofc countries ; and who, on his recall into Spain, was fuppofed to be the 
great promoter of the cruelties exercifed afterwards by the Duke of Alva, the fucceflbr 
of his miftrefs. 

The demefne is kept in excellent order j and I faw here (lat. 5S.)a,very fine field of 
wheat, which would be ripe about the middle of next memth- 

This w'as the mod northern wheat whith had been fown this year in North Britain. 

Sutherland is a country abounding in cattle, and fends out annually 2500 head, 
which fold about this time ( lean) from 2I. 1 oS. to 3I. per head. Thefe are very fre- 
quently without horns, and both they and the horfes arc very fmall. Stags abound in 
the hills, there being reckoned not lefs than 1 600 on the Sutherland ellate, which, in 
fa^, is the greated part of the county. Befides thefe are roes, grous,, black game, and 
ptarmigans in plenty, and during winter multitudes of water-fowl on the coafl. 

Not far from Dunrobin is a very entire piece of antiquity, of the kind -known in 
Scotland by the name of the Piftifli cafiles, and called here Cairn Lia’, or a grey tower: 
that I faw was about 130 yards in circumference, roiiDd, and raifed lb high above the 
ground as to form a confiderable mount : on the top ^is an extenfivc but fliallovv hol- 
low ; within were three low concentric galleries, at fmall ditlances from each other, 
covered with large Hones ; and the fide-yralls we^c about four or five feet thick, rudely 
made. There are generally three of- thefe places -near each other, fo that each may be' 
feen from any one. Buildings of this kind are very frequent along this coall, that of 
Caithnefs, and of Strathnavem. Others agreeing in external form are common in the 
Hebrides, but differ in their internal conftru^on. In the iflands they arc attributed to 
the Danes! 5 here to the Piffs. Polfibly each nation might have the fame mode of 
building with fome variation, for I am told that fome are to be feen in places where the 
Danes never penetrated : they were probably the defencible habitations of the times. 
I mull withdraw my opinion of their having been the fuff’ugia hiemi, receptacula fru- 

gibui, like thofe of the ancient Germans.' Such are not uncommon in Scotland, but of 
a form very different from thefe. 

Kept along the (hore noiihwrard. About a mile froiA the ca(lle;are fome fmall cliffs 
of free-ftonc ; in one is Strath-Leven Cove, an artificial cave, with feats, and feveral 
ihallow circular hollows cut withjn-fide, once the retreit of a devout hermit. At fome 
diffance, and near the fea, are final! flrata of coal three feet thick, dipping to the call, 
and found at the depth of about 14 to 24. yards. Sometimes it takes lire on the bank, 
which has given it fo ill a namc,*chat people are very fearful of taking it aboard their 
{hips. I am furprifetf that they will not run the nik, cotifidering the miraculous qua- 
lity It pplTeffes of dming away rats wherever it is ofe^ This is believedl by tlie good. 

* Crnmitonc's iiiit. Nethetlands, 344. 349, 

. t enqujiy is at this time by means of a correrpondeivce in Copenhagen, whether any ftIcFi 

cdificet exiil u prcfcat in the Danifh dominiont, and what was their fuppofed tile, llic refuU will be glrc^ 
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people of Sutherland, who aflUred me ferioufly of its virtues ; and they farther attri- 
buted the'fame to the earth and very h&th of their county. They add too, that not a 
rat wiji'live with them, notwhhftanding they fvrarm in the adjacent (hires of Rofs and 
Caithnefs*. 

In Aflynt, a part of this county, far weft of Dunrobin, are largo ftrata of a beagtiful 
white marble, equal, as 1 was told, to the Parian. I afterwards faw foine of the fame 
kind found at Glen-avon, in Badenoch. 

• Crofs the wafer of Brora, which runs along a deep chafm, over which is a handfome 
bridge of a ilngle arch. Near is a cave, where the falmon-fiihers lie during the feafon : 
the roof is pieredft' through to the furface, which ferves for a natural chimney. They 
take annually about ten or twelve lafts of filh. In a bank not far from the bridge are 
found abundance of belemnita:. 

The country is yery fandy, and the arable, or cultivated part, very narrow, confined 
on the eaft by the fea, on the weft by lofty black mountains, tvhich approach nearer 
and nearer to the water, till -at length they projeft into it at the great promontory, the 
OrJ of Caithnefs, the boundary between that county and Sutherland j after which the 
coaft is bold and rocky, except a fmall. bay or two. 

For4 the.very dangerous water of Helmfdale, rapid and full of great ftonos. Very large 
lampries are found here, fiih detefted by the Highlanders. 3eneath the ftoncs on the 
fea-lliore are abundance of fpotted and viviparous blennies, father-laihers, and whiftle- 
fifh. Mackarel appear here in this month, but without their roes. 1 thought them far 
inferior in goodaefs to thofe of our country. Much falmoti taken here. 

The grey water wagtail quits this country in winter ; with us it refides. 

Dined at the little village of Helmfdale \ near which are the ruins of a fquare tower 
built by Margaret Countefs of Sutherland, in the fifteenth century. 

Faffed through a rich vale full of good barley and oats, between the hill of Helmfdale 
and the Ord. S ft nd that vaft promogtory on a good road, winding up its fteep fides, 
and impending in many parts over the fea, infinitely more high and horrible than our 
Penmaen Mawr. Beneath were numbers of feals floating on the waves, with fea-fowi 
fwimming among them with great fecurity. Obferved projefting from one part of the 
Ord, far bclow^ a fmall and verdant hill, on which, tradition favs, was fought a fingle 
combat between an tarl of Caithnefs and a fon of the Earl of Sutherland, while their 
•two armies looked on from above ; the firft was killed on the fpot, the laff died of his 
wounds. 

rr. divifion of Caithnefs, when Sutherland was reckoneJpart. 

The diftinOfion at that time was Cathenefta as et ultra montem. Sutherland was ft> led 
then Catau, as being more mountainous : the modern Caithnefe Guaelav, as beine 
more plain t* 


c. Benediaite convent at AugtBurff, fomc papers of 

St. Ulrick S larth, which 1 was affured by Lutheran and Papift had the fame Mt-e«peUiijir qrfalitv wi'ih that 
above mentioned ; but whether fur want of due faith, or negied of attending to the fortns of tbt printeA 
prefcription. Riven with thern (here copied at full length I know not, but the audacious animaP haflnt 
houfe in fpite of it:-« Vencrabilesreliquise de terra fepolchriili, fivede refoluta deintuscarne S. Udal. 
rici conf. Sc euifmpi Augullai i , qu* li honorifice ad inftar aliarom reh'quiarum habeantur, & ad dei landetn 
diviqne pradults honorem, pium quoddam opua, v. g. oratio, jejunium, eleemoiyna, S^wadletur, rnirum ett. 
quapolleant tfficacia, ad prefer tbendos prwfertim e domibna; ft ticijia glires, qui fub^ftere minme valent 
ubicunqne fimilea /eliqui* curn hducia fuerint apper.fa: vel afTcrvatie: Idque ex fpeciali prsetogaiiva, qua 
sumipotMaDeui infi,;nia tanti patfoni merita perpetuo miraculo Aatoitcondecorare.” " 

X oir David X)alryinple*i Annala of Scotland, 13 ' 
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Beneath this cape are iinmenfe caves, the refort of feals * and fea>fowIs : the fides 
and top arc chiefly covered with heath and nforafly earth, which give it a black and 
iiielahcholy look. ^ Ride over fonie boggy and dreary moors. Pafs through Aufdale, a 
liiilo lughVanJ village. Defeendinto a deep bottom covered with alders, willows, birch, 
and \vickc!i-trce.':, to Langwall, the feat of Mr. Sutherland, who gave me a very hofpi- 
tablereccpiiuii. The country abounds with ftags atid roes, and all forts of feathered 
gante, w bile the adjacent river brings falmon almoft up to his door. 

I er.quired here after the Lavellan t, which, from defeription, I fufpedt to be the water 
flircv/'inuu-h. The countiy people have a notion that it is noxious to cattle : they 
prolorvo the ikin, and, as a cure for their fick bcafts, give them thlF water in which it 
has been dipt. I believe it to be the fame animal which in Sutherland is called the 
v.a:er-inuIo. 

A i!g. 20. Proceed on my journey. Pafs nearBerridale. On a peninfula jutting into the 
fea the ruin of the caflle ; between it and the land is a deep chafm, where there had 
been a draw-bridge. On this caftle are Rationed, in the falmon fealbn, perfons who are 
to <'M’crve the approacli of the fifli to the frelh waters. 

Near Cdat! ron is a druidical (lone fet an end, and of a moR Rupendous fixe. 

Saw Dunbeth 1 , the feat of Mr. Sinclair, (ituated on a narrow neck of land ; on one 
fide impcniling over the,fea, on the other, over a deep chafm, into which the tide 
flows : a fmall narrow garden, with billows beating on three (ides, fills the reR of the 
land between the houfe and the water. Numbers of old caRlcs in this county have the 
fame tremendous fituation. On the weR fide of this houfe are a few rows of tolerable 
tree-! ; the only trees that I faw from Berridale to the extremity of Caithnefs § . On 
the right inband are the fmall remains of Knackennan CaRle, built by an Karl of Caith* 
nefs. From thefe parts is a full view of the lofty naked mountain of Scaraban and 
hlorven. I'he laR ptarmigans in Scotland are on the firR ; the laR rocs about Lang, 
wall, there being neither high hills nor wood? beyond. All the county on this fide, 
from Dnnbeth to the extremity, is flat, or at leaR very feldora interrupted with hills, 
and thole low, but the coafls rocky, and compofed of (tupendous clilFs. 

Refreflicd our hoffes at a little inn at the hamlet of Cly the, not for from the head- 
land, called Clythenefs. Reach ThrumRcr, a feat of Mr. Sinclaii'’s. ’ It is obfcrvabic, 
that the names of places in this county often terminate in ter and dale, which favors of 
Danilh origin. 

The Sinclairs are very numerous, and pollefs confiderable fortunes in thefe parts ; 
hut Boethius fays, that they, the Fraziers, Campbells, Bofwells, and ipany others, came 
originally from France, 

Augu(t 2 1 R, pafs through Wick, a fmall borough town with fointe good houfes, 
Rated on a river within reach of the tide ; and at a cfiRance lie? an old tower, called 
Lord Oliphaiit’s caftle. Ii\f this town lives a . weaver who weaves a (hirt, with buttons 
and buttonholes entire without ^ny feam, or the Icaft ufc of the needle : but it is feared 
that he will frarce find any benefit from his ingenuity, as he cannot alTord his labour 
jmder five pounds a fliirt. Somew hat farther, clofe to the fca, is Achringal tow-er, the 

•• 

^ r—.rinqf grratVjuaMtitics of lump Tifh refort here, and arc the prey of the Teals, ns appears 

riuiiibtrrs c»f iS;^/ ikini, which at that feafon float afliorc. The feals, at certain times^ feem viiited 
M^j»h a mo: taJfty jfor at thofc tiaies rniiltitudcs of thcxii arc feen dead in the water* 

+ Si''ba!d*3 H'll. •Scot!a’'*d. Bv.^Zool. 1 . 33. 

*t TliM c.^llc taken and garriToned by the Marquis of Montrofe In i6co^ immediately preceding 
hutiiiji defeat. Wiielock, 454. • . • /r a 

i But vafl quantity of fubterraneous timber in all ;.\c moors. Near Dnnhctli is an eotirc PXti caftle, 
ho’lo ‘n the top, and i: ihr Bo irgof Dnobclh. 
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feat of Sir William Dunbar.* Ride over the Tanks of Keith, or the fide of Sinclar bay. 
Thefe were once a morafs, now covered with fund, finely turfed over j fo in this in- 
llance the land has been obliged by the infiability of the (and. The old caitle of 
Keils is feared on a rock, with a good houfe of the fame name near it. 

Near Frcfwick caftlc the cliffs are very lofty : the (trata that coinpofe t!'.=;m lie quite 
horizontally in I'uch thin and regular layers, and fo often interfeOred by fiffures, as to 
appear like mafopry. Beneath are great infulated columns, callt.>d here Stack:;, com • 
pofed of the fame fort of natural mafonry as the cliffs $ many of them arc hollowed quite 
through, fo as to form moft magnificent arches, which the fea ruflieo through with vaft 
noife and impetuofity, affording a moft auguft piece of feenery to fuch who are fteady 
enough to furvey it from the narrow and almoft impending paths. 

Frcfwick caftle is feated on a narrow rock projefting into the fea, with juft room 
enough for it to ftt^id on : the accefs to it while the draw-bridge was in being, was 
over a deep chafm cut through the little ifthmus that conaedted it to the main land. 
Thefe dreadful fituations are ftrongly expreffive of tlie jealous and wretched condition 
of the tyrant owners. It is faid that a nobleman of the name of Suenus Aftcilf inha- 
bited this caftle about the year 1155. 

After riding near Frcfwick bay, the fecond fandy bay in the county, pafs over a very 
bad morafs, and after a few miles travel ar»’ive at Dunglby bay * a low tradl, confiding 
of oat-lands and grazing land : the ultima thule of Sir Robert Sibbald, whofc deferip- 
tion it fully aufwers in this particular; 

Qiiam juxta infames fcopuli, et petrofa vorago 
Alperat undifonis faxa pudenda vadis f . 

The beach is a collection of fragments of fiiells; beneath which arc vaft broken 

* rocks, fome funk, others apparent, running into the fea never pacific. The contrary 
tides and currents form here a moft tremendous conteft ; , yet, by the fkilfulnefs of the 

* people, are paffed with great fafety in the narrow little boats I faw lying on the fiiore. 

The points of this bay are Dunglby head and St. John’s head, ftrctching out into the 
fea to the call: and weft, forming a pair of boms ; from the refemblance to wfiich it 
ihould feem that this country was antiently ftyled Coraana. 

From hence is a fdll view of feveral of the Orkney iflands, fuch as Flota, Waes, 
j[Tonaldfa, Swanna, to the weft the Skerries, and within two miles of land Stroma, fa- 
mous for its natural mummies, or the entire and uncorrupted bodies of perfons w'ho had 
been dead fixty y^rs. I was informed that they were very light, had a flexibility in their 
limbs, and were of a dufky colour J. This ifle is fertile in corn, is inhabited by above 
thirty families, who know not the ufe of a plough, but dig every part of their com 
land. • ■ • 

Dine at the good mmifter's of Cannefby. On my retura.faw at a diftance the Stacks 
of Dungfby, a vaft infulated rock, over-topping the lajid, and appearing like a great 
tower. 

Faffed near the feat of a gentleman not long deceafed ; the laft who was believed to* 
be pofiefibd of the fecond fight. Originally he made«aic of the pretence, in order to 
render himfelf more refpedable with his clan } but at length, in Ipite of fine abilities, 

^ 

*John a Groat’d houfe u now known only by name. The proper rtatnc of the bay is Duncan’s. 

t Quoted by Sir Robert from the Iter Balthicum of Conrad us Celtes. 

X In the Philofophical Tranfa£tions abridgedy viii. 70?. « an almoQ: parallel inrtance of two eorpr>?5> 
found in a moor in Derby ihirCy ibaf had for 49 years refifted putrefa^iony and were in muclithe I'amli ftatc 
asthofe ia Stroana. ^ In vol. xlvii. of the Ph. Tr. at large, is an account of a body found entire and im- 
putridat Staverton in Devonihirc, 80 years after its interment, 
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made a dupe to his own artifices, became poffefled with a ferious belief of the 
faculty, and for a confiderablc number of years before his death was made truly un> 
happy by this firange opinion, which originally arofe from the follbwing accident. A 
boat of his was 6n a very tempefluous night at fea ; his mind filled with anxiety at the 
danger his people were In, fumifhed him with every idea of the misfortune that really 
befell them : he iuddenly darting up, pronouncc(j that his men would’ be drowned, 
for. he had fecn them pafs before him with wet garments and dropping locks. The 
event was correfpondent, and he from that time grew confirm^ in the realit)' of 
fpcftral predidions. 

There is another fort of diyinatioit, called Sleinahachd, or reading the fpeahbone, or 
the blade- bone of a Ihoulder of^mutton well feraped. When Lord Loudon was obliged 
to retreat before the rebels to the ifle of Sky, a common foldicr, on the very moment 
the battle of Culloden was decided, proclaimed the vi£lory at that diftance, pretending 
to have difeovered the event by looking through the bone. 

I heard of one inftance of fecond fight, or rather of forefight, which was well atteft- 
ed, and made much noife about the time the prediflion was fiHfilled. A little after 
the battle of Prefion Pans, the prefident, Duncan Forbes, being at his houfe of Cullo- 
den with a nobleman, from whom I had the relation, fell into difcourfe on the probable 
confcquences of the a£Hon : after a long conveijbtion,and after revolving all that might 
happen, Mr. Forbes, fuddenly turning to a window, faid, “ all thefe things may fall 
out ; but depend on it, all thefe dillurbances will 4 >e terminated on this fpot." 

Returned the fame road. Saw multitudes of gannets, or Soland geefe, on their 
pafiage northward : they went in fmall flocks from five to fifteen in each, and con- 
tinued palling for hours : it was a ftormy day ; they kept low, and near the fhore ; 
but never pafled over the land, even when abay intervened, but followed (preferving an 
equal diflance from the (hore^ the form of the bay, and then regularly doubled the 
capes. I faw many parties make g fort of halt for the fake of fiflimg ; they foared to 
a great height, then darting down headlong into the Tea, made the water foam and 
fpring up with the violence of their defeent ; after which they purfued their route. 

Swans refort in October to the lochs of Hemprigs and Walter, and continue there 
till March. Abundance of land-rails are found throughout the county. Multitudes of 
fea- fowl br^d in the cliffs : among others, the lyre j but thefeafon being part, I neither 
faw it, nor could underftand what fpecies it was •. 

W^qpit along a fine hard fand on the edge of Sinclair bay. On the fouth point, near 
Noib-head, on the fame rock, arc Sinclair and Gemtgo caflles ; but 'as if the joint te- 
nants, like ^eafls of prey, had been in fear of each other, there was between them a 
draw- bridge; the fir|l too had^an iron door, whicl^ dropped from above through 
grooves Hill vifible t this was inhabiicd in the year 1 603 by a Sinclair Earl of Catthnefs. 

Should thb chapel of Stt Tayrc near this caille exifl, I overlooked that feene of 
cruelty in 1 478. The Keiths and the clan G un had in that year a feud ; but a meeting 
was fixed at this place for a reconciliation f twelve horfe were to convene on each fide. 

*The Crunerj or chief of the clan Gun, and his funs and neared; kinfmen arrived firll, 
and were at their prnyers in tffe chapel : when their antagonifl; arrived with twelve 
horfes, but withl^ men on each horle, thinking that to bring no more than the ftipu- 
lated number <Jf Rorfes was no breach of agreement. Thefe attacked the -people in the 
chapel, and put them all to tleath, but with great lois fo their own party, for the 

* * 1 have finec learned that it it the Shearwater or Manlu Petrel ot the Br. Bool. 11. No. ij$. 

# 

Cruncr 



pennant's TOtTR IN SCOTLAND. B9 

Crunef and his friends fold their lives dear. I mendon this tale to oppofe the manners 
of th^ old Cathnefians to thofe of the prefent hofpitable and worthy race. 

Cathnefs may be called an immcnfe morafs, mixed with fome fruitful fpots of oats 
and barley, much coarfe grafs, and here and there fome fine, almofi all natural, ihere 
being as yet very little artificial. At this time was the hay harveft both here and about 
Dunrobin: the nay on this rough land is cut with fliort icythes, and with abriik and 
ftrong ftroke. * The country produces and exports great quantities of oatmeal, and 
much whiflty is diftilled from the barley : the great thinnefs of inhabitants throughout 
Cathnefs enables them to fend abroad much of its produftions. No wheat had been 
raifed this year in the county ; and I was informed that this grain is fown here in the 
fpring, by reafon of the wet and fury of the winters. 

The county isfuppofed to fend out in fome years, 2200 head of cattle ; but in bad 
feafons, the farmed kills and falts numbers for fale. Great numbers of fwine are reared 
here : they are fliort, high-backed, long-brifUed, lharp, flender, and long nofed ; have 
long ereft ears, and moft favage looks, and are feen tethered in almofl: every field. 
The red of the commodities of Cathnefs are butter, cheefe, tallow, hides, the oil and 
flclns of feals, and the feathers of geefc. 

Here are neither barns nor granaries : the corn is thraflied out and preferved in the 
chaff in bykes, which are ftacks in lhape of bee-hives, thatched quite round, where it 
will keep good for two years. 

Much falmon is taken at Caftle-hlll, Dunet, Wick, and Thurfo. The miraculous 
draught at the lad place is dill talked of ; not lefs than 2500 being taken at one tide, 
within the memory of man. At a fmall didance from Sinclair cadle, near Staxigo 
creek, is a fmall herring fifhery, the only one on the coad : cod and other white fifh 
abound here ; but the want of ports on this dormy coad is an obdacle to the edablifh- 
ment of fifherics on this fide the country. 

In the month of November, numbers of feals* are taken in the vad caverns that 
open into the fea and run fome hundred yards under ground. Their entrance is nar- 
row, their infide lofty and fpacious. The feal-hunters enter thefe in fmall boats with 
torches, which they light as foon as they land, and then with loud fhouts alarm the ani- 
mals, which they kilf with clubs as they attempt to pafs. This is a hazardous employ ; 
.for fhould the wind blow hard from fea, thefe adventurers are inevitably loTl f. 

Much lime-done is found in this country, which when burnt is made into a compod 
with turf and fijfi plants. The tender fex (I blufh for the Cathnefians) are the only 
animals of burden : they turn their patient backs to the dunghills, and receive in their 
keifes, or balkets, as much as their lords and raaders think fit to fling in with their 
pitchforks, and then,trudge to*the fields in droves of fixty or feventy. The common 
people are kept here in great fervitude, and mod of their .time is given to their Lairds, 
an invincible impediment to the profperity of the county. 

Of the ten parilhes in Cathnefs, only .the four that lie S.E. fpeakErfe; all the 
others fpeak Englilh, and that in greater purity than mod part of North Britain J. 
I^theron, Reay, Thurfo, and Halkirk, fpeak frfe «md Engliflj; Bower, Cannefby, 
Dunnet, Watters, Obrick, and Wick, fpeak Englilh only. 

* Sometimes a large fpeciei twelve feet long has been killed on the coalt; and I have been *informed 
that the fame kind are found on the rock Hiikir, one of the Weftern*iflei. 

f Fot a fuller account, vide BpZool. 37. , 

f I beg leave to refer the reader for a farther hiftory.of this country, and of Stmhnavem, to the Appen- 
dix ; where is inferted, the obliging communication of the Rev. Mr. Akxander Pope, Miniflerof Reay, the 
moft remote N. W. trad of Nonh Britian, which completes the hiftory of this diftant part of out illand. 

VOL. 111. N Inoculation 
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' Inoculatloiiis much praftifed by an ingemous phylician (Dr. Mackenzie of Wick) in 
this county, and alfo the Orkneys *, with great fuccefs, without anv previous prepani' 
tion. The fuccefs was equally great at Sanda, a poor ille, where there was no fort of 
fuel^ut what was got from dried cow»dung : but in all thefe places, .the fmatUpox is 
very hital in the natural way. Other dileafee in Cathnefs are colds, coughs, and very 
frequently palHes. 

The lad private war in Scotland was occailoned by a difpute relating to this county. 
The prefent Earl of Breadalbane’s grandfather inarried an heirefs of Cathnefs ; the in> 
habitants would not admit her title ; but fet up another perfon in oppofition. The 
Earl, according to the cudom of thofe ill-governed times, was to affert his right by 
force of arms : he raifed an army of fifteen hundred men ; but the numbers, like thofe 
under the conduct of Gideon, were thought to be too great : his lordfliip firll difmifled 
five hundred ; after that, another five hundred. ; and with the remainder mvched to 
the borders of Cathnefs. Here he thought proper to add ftratagem to force. He knew 
that the enemy’s army waited for him qn the other fide of the Ord. He knew alfo 
:that in thofe days whilky was the neflar of Cathnefs : and in confequence ordered a 
fhip laden with that precious liquor to pafs round, and willfully ftrand itfelf on the fliore. 
The direflions were punctually obeyed ; and the crew in a feeming fright efcaped in 
the boats to the invading army. The Cathnefiam made a prize of the-fhip, and indulg- 
ing themfelves too freely with the freight, became an eafy prey to the Earl, who at- 
tadeed them during their intoxication, and gained' the country, which he difpofed of 
very foonafter his conqueft. 

1 came here too late f to have any benefit from the great length of days ; but from 
June to the middle of July, there is fcarce any night ; tor even at what ts called mid- 
night thefmalieft print may be read, fo truly did Juvenal ftyle thefe people. 

Minima contf ntos nodf Britannos« 

Auguft 23d, on my way between Thrumfter and Dunbeth, again faw numbers of 
flocks of Gannets keeping due north ; and the weather being very calm, they flew 
high. It has not been obferved that they ever return this way in the fpring ; but feem 
to make a circuit of the ifland, till they again arrive at the Bafs„ their only breeding- 
place on the eaftem coaft. 

On defeending a fteep hill, is a romantic view of the two bridges over the waters'* 
of Berridale and Langwall, and their wooded glens ; and of the caflie of Berridale f, 
over the fea, where the falmon-fifliers ftation themfelves to obferve*the approach of 
thofe fifh out orthe ocean. After a tedious afeent up the King’s road oT four miles, 
g;pn the top of the Ord, defeend, and lie at Helnffdale^, ^ 

Augnft a4th to 39th, revifit the fame places, till I pafs Dingwall. Crofs the Conan 
in a boat,* a very beautiful ‘river, not remote from Caftle Braan. Was in the neigh- 
bourhood informed of other fiiigular cuftoms of the Highlanders. 

On New year’s day they bum juniper before their cattle, and on the firfl; Monday in 
every quarter fprinkle them with urine. < 

In fome parts of the country^ is a »rural facrifice, different from that before m 4 i- 
tioned. A cro& i^ut on fome flicks, which is dipped in pottage, and the Thurfday 

* At thU time a perfon wat employed in the fame bufinefa in the Shetland ifland*. 

4 Befidct the miflin^ fo fingula* a phenomenon, I found that the bpd weather, which begint earlier in 
the florth, wat fetting in : I would therefore recommend to any traveller, who meant to take thii diftimt 
tour, td fet out firom Minborgh a month fooner than I did. 
t A iittk up the land it the ruin of Ach caftle. 
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before Eaftcr, one of each placed over the flieep-cot, the liable, or the cow>houfe. 
On the I ft of May, they are carried to the hill where the rites are celebrated, all deck* 
ed with wild flowers, and after the fcaft is over, re*placed over the fpots they were 
taken from ; and this was originally ftyled Clou-an-Belden *, or the fplit branch of the 
fire of the rock. Thefe follies are now feldom prafUfed, and that with the utmoft fe- 
crecy ; for the clergy are indefatigable in difeouraging every fpecies of fuperftition. 

In certain places the death of people is fuppof^ to be foretold by the cries and 
fhrieks of BenfU, or the Fairies wife, uttered along the very path where the funeral is 
to pals ; and what in Wales are call^ corps candles, are often imagined to appear, and 
foretell mortality. • ^ 

The courtfhip of the Highlander has thefe remarkable circumflahces attending it : 
after privately obtaining the confent of the fair, he formally demands her of the father. 
The lover and his friends alTemble on a hill allotted for that purpofe in every parifh, 
and one of them^ is difpatched to obtain permilfion to wait on the daughter : if he is 
fuccefsful, he is again fent to invite the father and his friends to afeend the hill and par* 
talci» of a whilky calk, which is never forgot : the lover advances, takes his future 
father-iadaw by the hand, and then plights his troth, and the fttir-one is furrendered up 
to him. During the marriage ceremony, great care is taken that dogs do not pals 
between them, and particular attention is paid to the leaving the bridegroom’s left*fhoe 
without buckle or latchet, to prevent witches f ftt>m depriving him, on the nuptial night, 
of the power of loofening the vir^n zone. As a tell:, not many years ago a lingular cuf- 
tom prevailed in the weftem Highlands the morning after a wedding : a balket was 
frftened with a cord round the neck of the bridegroom by the fcihale partof the com* 
pany, who immediately filled it with Hones, till the poor man was in great danger of 
being ftrangled, if his bride did not take compalfion on him, and cut the cord with a 
knife given her to ufe at diferetion. But fuch was the tendemels of the Caledonian 
fpoufes, that never was an inftance of^heir neglefling an immediate relief of their good 
man. 

Pals near the Prior J of Beaulieu, a large ruin: crofs the ferry, and again reach 
Inverneft. 

Made an excurfion ten miles fouth of Invemefs to May*hall, pleafantly feated at the 
end of a fmall but beautiful lake of the fame^name, full of trout and char, called in the 
Erie, Tarrdheaignaich, and in the Scotch, Bed Weems. This water is about two 
miles and a half long, and half a mile broad, adorned with two or three illes prettily 
wooded. Each* fide is bounded by hills cloathed at the bottom with trees; and in 
front, at the diftance of thirty miles, is the great mountain of Karn*gorm, patched with 
fnow. 

This place is called Starlhnach-nan-gaiM, or the threlhold of the Highlands, being a 
very natural and ftrongly marked entrance from the north.. This is the feat of the Clan 
Chattan, or the M<Intolnes, once a powerful people : ip the year 1715, fifteen hundred 
took the field ; but in 1 745, fcarce half that number : like another Abfalom, their fair 
miftrefs was in that year fuppofed to have ftolen thdr hearts from her Laird their chiei^ 

: but the fevered loyalift muft admit fome jeztenaation of tjieir error,^ yielding 
to the infinuations of fo charming a feducer. 

* M*Pherfon*t introdufUon, Jtc. '^6. 

f An old opinion. *Gt'fner fayt that the witches made ufe of * toads aa a char m^ Ut fin cocttadli ni 
fallor, in viris toUerent. Gcfner ^e quad or!, p. 72. 

% Founded alfout 11391 by Patrick Biflktp LaM of Lovat, for the monks of Vallis caulium. 
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Here is preferred the fword of James V. giren by that ’monarch to the captain of 
Clan Chattan, with the privilege of holding the King’s fword at all coronations ; on 
the blade is the word Jefus. That of the gallant Vifcount Dundee is alfo kept-here. 
The firfl: was a confecratcd fword prelented to James in 1 5 14, by Leo X. by the hands 
ofhi^Legate *. The ancient family was as rcfpeflable as it was .powerful; and that 
from very old times. Of this the following relation is fufEcient evidence. In 1341 a 
'Monro of Foulis f having met with fome affront from the inhabitants of Strathardule, 
between Perth and Athol, determined on revenge, colleflcd his clan, inarched, made 
his inroad, and returned with a large booty of cattle. As he ]>a(rcd by May^hall, this 
threfhold of the Highlands, -the Mackihtofh of ]454fent to demand the ftikecreich or 
road collop, being a certain part of the booty, challenged according to hn ancient cuf- 
tom by the chieftains for liberty of pafllng with it through their territories. Monro ac> 
quiefeed in the demand, and offered a reafonable fhare ; but not lelp than half would 
content the chieftain of Clan Chattan : this was refufed ; a battle enfued near Keffock ; 
Mackintofh was killed ; Monro loff his hand, but from that accident acquired the 
name of back-lawnghe : and thus ended theconfliffof Clagh>ne-herey. 

' Boethius relates, that in his time Invernefs was greatly frequented by merchants from 
Germany, who purchafed here the furs of feveral forts of wild beads ^ ; and that wild 
horfes were found in great abundance in that neighbourhood : that the country yielded 
a great deal of wheat and other corn, and quantities of nuts and ajmles. At prefent 
there is a trade in the Ikins of deer, foes, and other beads, which the Highlanders bring 
down to the fairs. There happened to be one at this time : the commodities were 
ikins, various neCeffaries brought in by the pedlars, coarfe country cloths, cheefe, but- 
ter, and meal: the lad in goat-flcin bags i the buttt'r lapped in cawls, or leaves of the 
broad alga or tang; and great quantities of birch-wood and hazel cut into lengths for 
carts, &c. which had been floated down the river from Loch>Nefs. 

The far was a very agreeable circumdance, and afforded a mod lingular groupe of 
Highlanders in all their motly dreffes. Their brechan, or plaid, confids of twelve or 
thirteen yards of a narrow duff, wrapt round the middle, and reaches to the knecs: is 
often fadened round the middle with a belt, and is then called brechan-feill ; but in cold 
weather is large enough to wrap round the whole body from heqd to feet ; and this 
often is their only cover, not only within doors, but on the open hills during the whole 
lught. It isYrequentIv ^dened on the fhoulders with a pin often of diver, and before « 
with a brotche (like tne fibula of the Romans) which is fometitnes of diver, wd both» 
large 'and extend ve; the old ones have very frequently mottos. •> 

The dockings are fhort, and are tied below the knee. The cuaran is a fdrt of laced 
fhoe made of a (kin with the hairy dde out, hut now feldom worn. The truis were 
wo» n by the gentry, and were breeches and dockings made of one ^liece. 

The col iur of their drefs was various, as th-,- .w nrd breaccan implies, being dyed' with 
flripes of the mod vivid hues : but they fometitut s affefted the duller colours, fuch aS' 
imitated thofe of the heath in which they oih u r; pufed ; probably from a principle of. 
fflcurity in time of war, as one of the Scotch poets feems to indnuate. 

' * 

f 

• Leflie Hift. Scoti^, 3^3. 

f ConjllQs of thc«Cwtii, p. 7. 

X Ad Ncflfx lacuf long! qiiatuor eC pnfTiium millia, latt duodecim latera; propter ingentfa nemora> 

ferarum ingens copia eft cervurum, (quorum tiuiomitoriun, capreotorum ct ejufmodi animantium magna vis i 
ad haec maruriUae, fouinae ut vacantupt vulpes> mitllcna;, fibri, liitrfeqiic incomparabili numcro, quo- 

rttiat/rgora cUcrac genus ad laaum immeafo pretio coemunt. Scot, regni Defer, ia. Hill. Scot. xxa. 
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VIrgata gaudcnt varii quae eft vcfte coloris, 

' Purpureum et deamant fere caeruleuinque colorem ; 

Verum nunc plurcs fufciim magis, smula frondi 
Q^ixque erccina adamant, lit ne lux florida vcft a 
SpleudentiB prodat recubuntea inque ericctis. 

Anore-« Melt INI Topogr. Scot^x. 

The fdl-beg, i. e. little plaid, alfo called kelt, is a fort of (hort petticoat reaching only 
to the knees, and is a modern fubftitute for the lower part of the plaid, being found to 
be lefsi cumberfome, efpecially in time of adlion, when the Highlanders ufed to tuck 
their brechcan into their girdle. Almoft all have a great pouch of badger and other 
flein s, with taflels dangling before : in this they keep their tobacco and money. 

Their ancient arms were the Lochaber ax, now ufed by none but the town-guard of 
Edinburgh ; a tremendous weapon, better to be exprelTed by a figure than words *. 

The broad-fwoid and target ; with the laft they covered themfelves, with the firft 
reached their enemy at a great dillance. Thefe were their ancient weapons, as appears 
by Tacitus t ; but, fince the difarming a6i, are fcarccly to be met with ; partly owing 
to that, partly to the fpirit of induftry now rifing among them, the Highlanders in a 
few years will fcarce know the ufe of any weapon. 

Bows apd arrows were ufed in war as late as the middle of the lall century, as I find 
in a manufeript life of Sir Ewen Cameron. 

The dirk was a fort of dagger fluck in the belt. I frequently faw this weapon in the 
ihamblcs of Invernefs, converted into a butcher’s knife, being, like Hudibras’s dagger,. 

A fcrviceable dudgeon^ 

Either for fighting or for drudging; 

The dirk was a weapon ufed by the ancient Caledonians ; for Dio- Caflius, in his ac> 
count of the expedition of Severus, mentions it under the name of |, pugio or 

little dagger. • 

The mattucaflilalh, or arm-pit dagger, was worn there 'ready to be ufed on coming 
to clofe quarters. 1 hefe, with the piftol Ruck in the girdle, completely armed the 
Highlander $. 

It will be fit to mention here the method the chieftains took formerly to alTemble the 
clans for any military expedition. In every clan there is a known place of rendezvous, 
TRyled Carn-a-whin, to which they muft refort on this fignal. A perfon Is font out full 
fpeed with a pole burnt at one end and bloody at the other, and with a crofs at the top, 
which is called Crofh-tarie, tb^ crofs of (hame |J, or the fiery crofs ; the firft from the 
dilgrace they would undergo if they declined appearing j the fecond from, the penalty 

• Vide tab. xxxiv. • 

•f Simul coniUnti'a, iimul aite Britanni ingenti'bus gladna et brevibuscetris, miflilia noftrorum vitare vel 
fxciitcrc. Vita Agrictdae, c. 36, 

J Xiphil. cpit Dior is. * 

^ Major, who wroje about the year 1518, thus deferibes ibeir arms: Arcum et fagittas, latiflinHiin 
enfem cum parvo halberto, pugionem groUum ex folo uno latere feindentem, fed acutifTimam fiib zona feirlt 
per ferunt. Temperi belK loricam ex loris ferreia per totupi corpus induurit. J-ib. I c viii. 

II This cullom was common to the northern parts of £u.o^ with fomc flight variation, ii< appears from 
Olaiis Magnus, p. 146, who deferibes it thus : Bacculus tnpalmaris, agiliorta curfu precipiti, 

ilium vel ilium pagiiin feu villam hujufmodi edi^lo deferendus committiiur, ut 3, 4, vcf 8 die u«uf, duo v,. 
tres, aut virtiim omnes vcl (inguli ab anno trihiftri, cum armis et cxpenfis 10 vel 20 dienim fub poena corn- 
buftionis domorum ;quo iifto bacculn) vcl fufpcnfionis patroni, aut omnium (quae func allcgato fignatur) 
cainpo, aut vallc Amparcre teneantur fubito, caufam vocatioois, aiquc ordincm cxcci^ionis 
praetcxti provincialise quid fieri debeat audituri* 
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of having fire and fword carried through their country, in* cafe of rcfufal. The firft 
bearec delivers it to the next perfon he meets, he running full fpeed to the third, and 
fo on. In every clan the bearer had a peculiar ury of war ; that of the Macdonald’s 
was freich, or heath; that of the Grants,, craig-clachie; of the Mackenzies, tullickard*. 
In the late rebellion, it was fent by fome unknown difaifeded hand through the county 
of SVeadalbane, and palTed through a traA of thirty-two miles in three hours, .but with* 
out effefl. 

The women’s drefs is the kirch, or a white piece of linen, pinned over the foreheads 
of thofe that arc married, and round the hind part of the head, failing behind over 
their necks. The Angle women wear only a ribbai;d round theif head, which they call 
a fnood. The tonnag, or plaid, hangs over their Ihoulders, and is &Aened before with 
a brotche ; but in bad weather is drawn over their heads : I have alfo obferVed during 
divine fervice, that they keep drawing it forward in proportion as their attention in* 
creafes ; infomuch as to conceal at laft their whole face, as if it w/s to exclude every 
external object that might interrupt their devotion. In the county of Breadalbane 
many wear, when in high drefs, a great pleated Aocking of an enormous length, called 
ofian preaflach : in other refpefls, their drefs refembles that of women of the fame rank 
in England ; but their condition is very different, being little better than Aaves to our 
fex. 

This cufiom of covering the face was in old times abufed, and made fubfervient to 
the purpofe of intrigue. By the fumptuary law of James 11. in 1457 , it was exprefsly 
prohibited. It direi^that ** na woman cum to kirk, nor to merest, with hir face mut 
failed or covered, that fcho may not bekend, under the pane of efcheil of the courchie.” 
I fufpefl; much, that the heaff^dreffes of the ladies were at that time of the prefent fa* 
Ihionable altitude ; for the fame Aatute even preferibes the mode of that part of apparel 
as well as others : for, after directions given to regulate the drefs of the men, they arc 
told to make their wives and dauchtep in likp manner be abuilzed, ganand and cor* 
refpondant for their eftatc, that is to fay', on their head fhort curches with little hudes, 
as ar ufed in Flanders, England, and other countries.; and as to their gownes, that na 
woman weare mertrickes t, nor letteis, nor tailes unfitt in length, nor furred under, but 
on a halieday. " 

The manners of the native Highlanders may juAly be expreffed in thefe words : 
indolent to a. high degree^ unlefs roufed to war, or to any animating amufement ; or 
may fay, from experience, to lend any difintcreAed afliftance to the diAreffed traveller, 
either on'direCling bim on his way, or affording their aid in paAing the dangerous tor* 
rents of the Highlands : hofpirable to the higheA degree, and full of generofity : are 
much affeCled with the civility of Arangers, and have in themfelves a natural politenefs 
and addrels, which often flows from the meaneA whefi leaA exjv^Cled. Through my 
whole tour I never met with a Angle inAance of national reflection ! their forbearance 
proves them to be fuperior to ^e meannefs of retaliation ; I fear they pity us ; but I 
.hope not indiferiminately. Are excelfively inquifitive after your bufinefs, your name, 
jind other paniculars of little confequence to them : moA curious after the politics of 
the world, and when they can procure an old news*paper, will liAen to it with all the 
Avidity of Shakrpeare'’s blackfmith. I^ave much pride, and confequently are impatient 
.of affronts, and, rCMog^ul of injuries. Are decent in their general behaviour; in* 
.dined to fuperftition, yet atteni;jve to the duties of religion, and are capable of giving a 
(jnoft diAin^ accouiit of the principles of their faith. But m many parts of the High* 

. * Shaw’s H>|t. Moray, >51. t Mertriclui are fart ofthe martin's fldn. 
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th«r charafter begins to be more faintly marked ; they mix more with the 
world, and become daily lefs attached to their chiefs : the clans begin to dii'perfe them- 
fblves through different parts of the country, finding that their induftry and good con- 
du£l afford them better protection (fince the due execution of the laws) than any their 
cliieftam can afford } and the chieftain, tafting the fweets of advanced rents, and "the 
benefits of induftry, diftniffes from his table the crowd of retainers, the former inftru- 
ments of his oppreffion and freakifh tyranny. 

Moft of the antient fports of the Highlanders, fuch as archery, hunting, fowling, and 
fifhing, are now difufed ; thofe retained are, throwing the putting-ftone, or ftone of 
ftrength *, as they call it, which occafions an emulation who can throw a weighty on« 
the fartheft. Throwing the penny-ftone,- which anfwers to our coits. The fninty, oi 
ftriking of a ball of wood or of hair ; this game is played between two parties in < 
large plain, and fuAiifhed with clubs ; whichever fide ftrikes it iirft to their own goa 
wins the match. 

The amufements by their fire-fides were the telling of tales, the wildeft and raofl 
extravagant poffible ; mufic was another : in former times the harp was the favourite 
inftrument, covered with leather, and hung with wire f, but at prefent is quite loft. 
Bagpipes are fuppofed to have been introduced by the Danes ; this is very doubtful, 
but fhall be taken notice of in the next volume ; the oldeft are played with the mouth, 
the loudeft and moft ear-piercing of any wind mufic *, the others, played with the fin- 
gers only, are of -Irifh origin : the firft fuited the genius of this warlike people, roufed 
their courage to battle, alarmed them when fecure, and collected them when fcattered. 
This inftrument is become fcarce fince the abolition of the power of the chieftains, and 
the more induftrious turn of the common people. 

The trum, or Jew’s harp J, would not merit the mention among the Highland inftru* 
ments of mufic, if it was not to -proye its origin and antiquity ; one made of gilt 
brafs having been found in Norway $, depofited in an urn. 

, Vocal mufic was much in vogue amongft them, and their fongs. were chiefly in 
praife of their antient heroes. I was told that they ftill have fragments of the ftory of 
Fingal and others, which they carrol as they go along : thefe vocal traditions are the 
foundation of the worlis of Oflian. 

, 'N^ug* Ji- Leave Invemefs, and continue my journey weft for fome time by the 

^veiffide ; have a fine view of the plain, the Tomman, the town, and the diftant hills. 
After the ¥lde ofwtbout fix miles reached Loch-Nefs )|, and enjoyed -along its banks a 
moft romantic and beautiful feenery, generally in woods of birch, or hazel, mixed 
a few holly, white-thorn, afpin, afh and oak, but open enough in all parts to admit 
a.fight of the water. .Sometim^ the road was ftraight for a confiderable diftance, and 
refembled a fine and regular avenue ; in others, it wound about the fides of the hills 
which overhung the lake ; the road watTfrequently cut through the rock, which, on one 
fide, formed a folid wall, on the other, a fteep precipice. In many parts, ,we were im- 
merfed in woods, in others, they opened and gav^a view of the fides and tops of the 
vaft mountains foaring above j fbme of thefe were naked, but in general covered with ' 


* Cloch ncart. 

t Major fays, ** Pro muficis inftrumentia ct mufico concentu. lyim fylvcarcs utuntur* cujus chofdas cx 
acre, ct non cx animalium inteftinis faemnt, in qua duiciflime modulaVitUrlV ^ 

X Probably, as an ingenious friend fuggefted, this (hould be read, the Jaw^harp. 

§ Sir Thomas Brown’s Hydriotaphia, p. 8. ’ \ 

the eS'fnd'*”***”' wftBWaiice to fome partt «f the lake orjLttcernr, efpcchlly to.wa’da 
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vrood, except on the mere precipices, or where the grey rocks denied vegetation, or 
where the heath, now glowing with purple bloflbms, covered the furface. The fcmn 
of thefe hills was very various and irregular, either broken into freqpent precipices, or 
toutfiring into rounded fummits cloath^ with trees ; but not ib ciofe but to admit a 
fight of the iky between them. Thus, for many miles, there was no poffibility of cul« 
tivation ; yet this trad was occupied by diminutive cattle, by fheep, or by goats: the 
lad Were pied, and lived mod lurtuiioully on the tender branches of' the trees. The 
wild animals that pofleded this pidurefque fcene were dags and roes, black game, and 
grous ; and, on the fummits, white hares and ptarmigans. Foxes are fo numerous 
and voracious, that the farmers are fometimes forced to houfe their flicep, as is done in 
France for fear of the wolves. 

' It is to me matter of furprife that no mention is made, in the Poems of Oilian, of 
our great beads of prey, which mud have abounded in his days ^ for the wolf was a 
ped to the countr)' fo late as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and the bear exided there 
at lead till the year IC57, when a Gordon, for killing a fioue bear, was direfted by 
King Malcolm' III. to carry three bear’s heads in ' his banner *. Other native 
animals are often mentioned in feveral parts of the work ; and in the five little 
poems on Night, compofitioito of as man? Bards, every modem BritKh bead of chace 
is enumerated, the howUng dog and the nowling fox deferibed \ yet the howling wolf 
omitted, which would have made the bard’s nigm much more hideous. 

Dr. Johnfon, in -his journal to the Wedem lifes, p. 297, in a dridure on a paflage 
in one of my Tours, infmuates my belief in the writings of Offian ; but the lad para- 
graph might have evinced my fcepticifm. In the five fird lines of p. 275 of the fauie 
work, by that good and learned man, is coileded the Aim of my belief. 

The north fide of Loch-Nefs is far lefs beautiful than the fouth. In general, the* 
hills are lefs high, but very deep ;• in a very fyw places covered with brufh-wood, but 
in general very naked, from the Hiding of the Arata down their fioping.fides. About' 
the middle is Cadle lirquhart, a fortre& founded on a rock projedinginto the lake, and 
was faid to have been the feat of the once powerful Cummins, and to have been de- 
droyed by Edward I. Near it is the broaded part of the Loch, occafioned by a bay 
near the cadle. *■ 

Above 'is Glen- Moridon, and eadof that Straith>GIas, the Chifolm’s country ;Ja 
both of which are foreds of pines, where the rare bird, the cock of the wood, j,s di'.t 
to be met with ; perhaps in thofe near Cadle Grant. Formeriy was-,(tommwn through- 
out the Highlands, and was called Capercalze, and Auercalze, and in the old law books, 
Capercally. 1 he variety of the’ black game, mentkxaed.by M. Bcidbn, under the name 
Coq. de Sruyere piquet^, was a mixed breed betweefi thefe twp birds j but I could not 
hear that any at prefent to be found in North Britain. Linnaeus has met with 
them in Sweden, and deferibps them under tile title of Tetrao cauda bifurxa fubtus albo 
fmilata. At Glm-Moridon is a nunufoidure of linen, where forty girls at a time are 
• taught for three months to fpin, and then another forty takm in : there are belidcs fix 
looms, and all fupported out of the^forfirited lands. 

* Above is the great mountain Me^ FourveunJeh; the fird land failors make from 
the gad fea. . ^ 

I was informed that in ^a/’'iheighbourhood are glens and cafeades of fuiprifing beauty, 
but my time did not permit me to vifit them. 

• Ditaed at a poor int/ near the General’s Hut, or the |ilace where General Wade re. 
Cded when he infpeflfed the great work of the roads, and gave one rare example of 

* Hift. Gordoniy i. p. 2. 
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making the foldlery ufeful in time of peace. Near is a fine glen covered at the bot- 
tom with wood, through which runs a torrent rifing fouthward. The country alfo is 
prettily varied with woods and corn-fields. 

About a mUe farther is the fall of Fyers, a Taft catarad; in a darkfome glen of a^ftu- 
pendous depths the v»ter darts fttr bimeath the top through a narrow gap between 
two rocks, thejai pteetpitates above forty feet lower into the bottom of the cnafm, and 
the foam, like '$ j^eat^cloud of finoke* rifes and fills the air. The ftdes of this glen are 
vaft precipices , nuxed with trees over-hanging the water, through which, after a fhorc 
fpace, the vraias difebarge themfcives into the lake. 

About half a mile fonth of the firft fall is another paffing through a narrow chafm, 
whole tides it has undermined for a conftderable way ; ove» the gap is a true Alpine 
bridge of the bodies of trees covered with'fods, from whofc micBle is an aweful view of 
iJie water roaring ^encath. 

At the fall of Fohm’ the road quits the fide of the lake, and is carried for fome fpace 
through a fsn'all vale on the fide of the river Tyers, where is a mixture of fmall plains • 
of corn and rocky hills. 

Then fuccceds a long and dreary moor, a tedious afeent up the mountain Sec-chui- 
niin, or Cummin's feat, whole funimit is of a great height and very craggy. Defcend 
a deep road, leave on the right Loch-'l’aarf,’ a fmall irregular piece of water, decked 
with little wooded ifles,'and abounding with char. After a fecond fteep defeent, reach 

Fort Auguftus *, a fmall fbrtrels, feated on a plain at the head of Lock-N^s, be- 
tween the rivers Taarf and Oich ; the laft is conftder^le, and has over it a bridge of 
three arches. The fort confifts of four baftions ; within is the governor’s houfe, and 
barracks foe 400 men : it was taken by the rebels in 1746, who immediately deserted 
it, after deraolifhing what they could. • 

Loch-Nefs is twenty-two miles in length, the breadth from one to two miles, except 
near Caftle Urquhart, where it fwells •out to three. The depth is very great ; oppo- 
lite to the rock called the horfe-lhoc, near the weft end, it has been found to be 140 
fathoms. From an eminence near the fort is a full view of its whole extent, for it is 
porfedlly ftfaight, running from eaft to weft, with a point to the fouth. The boundary 
from the fall of Fyers is very fteep and rocky, which obliged General Wade to make 
that detour from tts banks, partly on account of the expence in cutting through fo 
i-^uch folid rock, partly through an apprehenfion that, in cafe of a rebellion, the troops 
*migl.: *'*’ dcftrtAred in their inarch, by the tumbling down of ftoncs by the enemy 
from above : be^des this, a prodigious' ardi muft ^have been flung over the Glen bf 
Fyers. ’ . 

This lake, by reaibn of its great d^th, never freezes, and, during cold weather, f. 
violent fleam rifes frotn it as from a furnace. • Ice brought from other parts, and put 
into Loch-Neft, inftaptly thaws ; but no water freezes foOner than that of the iuta 
when brought into a houfe. Its water is efteeined ver^falubrious, fo that people come 
or fend thirty miles for it r old. Lord Lovat in particular made cohftant.ufe of it.- 
But it is certain, whether it be owing to the water, or to the air of that neighbourhood, 
that for feven years the garifon of Fort Auguftuy had'not loft a fiagle man. 

The fifli of tl^ lake are falinoii, which are in feafon from Chril^jnas to Midfummer j 
trouts of about two pound weight, pikes and cels. During winter, it is frequented by 
fwans and other wild fowls. • 


* Its Erfe niinic Kil-clnn’min, or the burhl place of the Cummins. 
Skict which is about lifly-two miles off \ but on the whole way, there is 
of man or hoi fc. 
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The greatefk rife of water in Loch-Nefs is fourteen feet. The lakes from whence It 
receives its fupplies are Loch-Oich, Loch-Garrie, and Loch-Quich. There is but 
very little navigation on it ; the only veffel is a gaily belonging to the fort, to bring 
the (lores from the eaft end, the river Nefs being too (hallow for navigation. 

lt*is violently agitated by the winds, and at times the waves are quite mountainous. 
November ill, 1755, at the fame time as the earthquake at Liibon, thefe waters were 
afiefted in a vc.y extraordinary manner : they rofe and flowed up the .lake from eaft 
to well with vali impetuofity, and wore carried above 200 yards up the river Oich, 
breaking on its banks in a wave near three feet high ; then continued ebbing and flow- 
ing for the fpace of an hour ; but at eleven o’clock, a wave greater than any of the 
relt came up the river, broke on the north fide, and overflowed the bank for the ex- 
tent of thirty feet. A boat near the General’s Hut, loaden with brulh-wood, w'as 
thrice driven afliore, and tv, ice cai'ried back again ; but the lall tiny, the rudder was 
broken, the wood forced out, and the boat filled with w'ater and left on (hore. At 
the fame time, a little ifle, in a fmall loch in Badenocb, was totally reverfed and flung 
on the beach. But at both thefe places no agitation was felt on land. 

Sept. I. Rode to the callle of 'I’or-down, a rock two miles weft of Fort Auguftus : 
on the fummit is an antient fortrels. I he face of this rock is a precipice ; on the 
acceflible fide is a llrong dyke of loofe ftones, above that a ditch, and a little higher a 
terrafs fupported by ftones ; on the top, a fmall oval area hollow in the middle ; round 
this area, for the depth of near twelve feet, arc a quantity of ftones ftrangely cemented 
with alinoll vitrified matter, and in fome places quite turned into black fcoria ; the 
fto.nes w'ere generally granite, mixed with a few grit-ftones of a kind not found nearer 
the place than forty miles. Whether this was the antient (ite of fome forge, or whe- 
ther the ftones which form this fortrefs * had been colleded from the ftrata’of fome 
volcano, (for the veftiges of fuch are faid to have been found in the Highlands) I fub- 
mit to farther inquiry. 

From this rock is a view of Ben-ki, a vaft craggy mountain above Glen-Garric’s 
country. Towards the fouth is the high mountain Coryarich : the afeent from this 
fide is nine miles, but on the other the defeent into Badenoch is very rapid, and not 
above one, the road being, for the eafe of the traveller, cut into a zig-zag fafliion. 
People* often perilh on the fummit of this hill, which is frequently vifited during winter 
with dreadful (lorms of fnow. 

Sept. a. After a Ihort ride weftward along the plain, reach Loch;Q kh. ' 

lake ; the fides prettily indented, and the water adorned with fmall wdodcuiues. On 
the (hore is Glen Garrie, the feat of Mr. McDonald, almoil furrounded with wood, 
and not far diftant is the ruin of tlic old caftle. This ^ke is about four miles long ; 
the road on the fouth fide is excellent, and often carried through tery pleafant woods. 

After a fmall interval, arrive on the banks of Loch-Lochy, a fine piece of water 
fourteen miles long, and frotn cflie to two broad. The diftant mountains on the north 
were of an immehfe height ; thofc on the fouth had the appearance of flieep-walks. 
The road is continued on the fide of the lake about eight miles. On the oppoiite 
Ihore was Achnacarrie, once the* feat of Cameron of Lochiel, but burnt in 1746. He 
was efteemed by ail parties the honefteft and mod fenfible man of any that embarked 
In the •pernicious and abfurd attempt of that and the preceding year, and was a me- 
lancholy inllauce of a fina/fintlrrftanding and a well intending heart, over-powered 
by the unhappy prejudic^of education. By his influence| he prevented the Rebels 

* I wat infom^d tkac at Arifaig U an old caftlc formed of the fame material. 
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from committing fevcral e’xceffcs, and even faved the city of Glafgow from being plun- 
dered, when their army returned out of England, irritated with their difappointmciit, 
and enraged at the loyalty that city had fliewn. The Pretender came to him as foon as 
ever he landed. Lochiel feeing him arrive in fo wild a manner, and fo unfupported, 
entreated him to defift from an enterprize from which nothing but certain ruin could 
refult to him and his partizans. The adventurer grew warm, and reproached Lochiel 
with a breach pf proinife. This affefted him fo deeply, that he inftantly went and 
took a tender and moving leave of his lady and family, imagining he was on the point 
of parting with them for ever. The income of his ellate was at that time, as I was 
told, not above yool. per annum, yet he brought fourteen hundred men into the field. 

The waters of this lake form the river l.ochy, and difeharge themfelves into the 
weftem fea, as thofe of Loch-Oich do through Loch-Nefs into the eaftern. About the 
beginning of this ^lake enter Lochaber*; Hop at Low-bridge, a poor houfe; travel 
over a black moor for fome miles ; fee abundance of cattle, but fcarce any corn. Crofs 

High-bridge, a fine bridge of three arches flung over the torrent Spean, founded on 
rocks ; two of the arches are ninety-five feet high. This bridge was built by General 
Wade, in order to form a communication with the countr)'. 'I'hcfe public works were 
at firft very difagreeable to the old chieftains, aftd Icflencd their influence greatly ; for, 
by admitting ftrangers aiiicng them, their clans were taught that the Lairds were not 
the firft of men. But they had another reafon much more foHd ; Lochaber had been 
a den of thieves ; and, as long as they had their waters, their torrents and their bogs, 
in a ftate of nature, they made their cxcurfions, could plunder and retreat with their 
booty in full focurity. So weak were the laws in many parts of North Britain, till after 
the late rebellion, that no ftop could be put to this infamous pradfice. A contribution, 
called the Black-mail, was raifea by feveral of thefe plundering chieftains over a vaft 
extent of country : VS '.oever paid it had their cattle enfured, but thofe who dared to 
refufe were fure to fuffer. Riany of thefe freebooters were wont to infert an article, 
by which they were to be relcafed from their agreement, in cafe of any civil commo. 
tion ; thus, at th;¥''ur(f^king out of the laft rebellion, a M'Gregorf, who had with the 
flrideft hlfiour (till ‘'lliat event) preferved his friends' cattle, immediately fent them 
word, that from tha< time they were out of his proteftion, and muft now take care of 
themfelves. Barrifdale was another of this clafs, chief of a band of robbers, who 
••5bread terror over the whole country : but the Highlanders at that time efteemed the 
*a^t>»heft of cattle, or the making a crcach, (as they call it,) by no means diflionour- 
able ; andTt^ir^ung mf n confidered it a piece of gallantry, by which they recom- 
mended themfelves to their miftrefles. On the other fide, there was often as nmeh 
bravery in the purfuerc ; for frequent battles enfued, and much blood has been fpilt 
on thefe occafions. They alfo (hewed great dexterity in tracing the robbers, not only 
through the boggy land, but over the firmed ground, and even over places where 
other cattle had pafled, knowing well how to diftingdiih the fteps of thofe that were 
wandering about from thofe that were driven haftily away by the freebooters. , 

From the road had a diftant view of the mountains of Arifaig, beyond which were 
Moydart, Kinloch, &c. At the end of Loch-fliiel tht:* Pretender •firft fet up his ftand- 
ard in the wildeft place that imagination can frame : and in Jjiif: fequeftered fpot, 
amidft antient prejudices, and prevailing ignorance of the bleflings of our happy ’confti- 
tution, the ftrength of the rebellion lay. 

♦ So called from a lake not far from Fori Wflliam, near whofe banks Banquo was faid to havc*bccn 
murdered. t offumed the name of Graham. 
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Pafs by the river Lochy, now coniiderablc. See Iiiverloehy caftic, with large round 
towers, which, by the mode of building, fcems to have been the work of the Knglilh, 
in the time of Edward 1 . w’lio laid large fines on the Scotch barons for the purpofe of 
eicfling new caftles. The largell of thefe towers is called Cummin’s. But long prior 
to thefe ruins Inverlochy had been a place of great note, a mod opulent city, remark, 
able for the vaft refort of French and Spaniards * * * § , probably on account of trade. It 
was alfo a feat of the Kings of Scotland, for here Aciiaius in the ycar^79o figned (as 
is reported) the league oll'enfivc and defenfivc between hinifelf and Charlemagne. In 
after.times it was utterly deftroyed by the Danes, and never again reftored. 

In the neighbourhood of this place were fought two fierce battles, one between 
Donald Balloch, brother to Alexander Lord of the ifles, who with a great power in- 
vaded Lochaber in the year 1427 : he was met by the Earls of Mar and Caithnefs, the 
laft was (lain, and their forces totally defeated t* Balloch returned to the iflts with 
vail booty, the objeft of thofe plundering chiettains. Here alfo the*’ Campbells, under 
the Maquis of Argyle in February 1645, received from Montrofe, an overthrow fatal 
to nupibers of that gallant name. Fifteen hundred fell in the action, and in the pur- 
fuit, with the lofs only of three to the royalills. Sir I'homas Oglc\ie, the friend of 
Montrofe, died of his wounds. His death fuppreded a! I joy for the xadory. 

At Inverlochy is Fort William, built in King William’s reign ; as was a rmall town 
near it called Maryborough, in honour of his Queen ; but, prior to that, had been a 
fmall fortrefs, er^ed by General Monk, w'ith whofe people the famous Sir Ewen 
Cameron ^ had numerous contefts. The prefent fort is a triangle, has two ball ions, 
and is capable of admitting a garrifon of 800 men. It was w'cll defended againii the 
Rebels in 1746, who raifed the fiege with much difgracc. It was alio attempted by 
thofe of 1715, but without fuccefs. The fort lies on a narrow arm of the fea, called 
Lochiel, which extends foinc miles iiigher up the country, making a bend to the 
north, and extends tikewife wcllwai'd towards the ifle of Mull,.near twenty-four Scotch 
nules. 

This fort on the weft, and Fort Auguftus in the centre,, and Fort George on the 
eaft, form what is called the chain, from fea to fea. I'his fpacc is called Gten-inoro, 
or the great glen, which, including water and land, is ahnoft a le^'ci of feventy miles. 
There is, in laft but Uttle land, but what is divided by firtli, locli, or river ;• except the 
two miles which lie between Loch.Oich and. Loch-Lochy, called Lagan.achadrom. 
means of Fort George, all entrance up the firth towards invernefs is preventetL,JSr<n; 
Auguftus curbs the inhabitants midway, and Fort William is a checlfSW 9 Ry"attanpt.s 
in the weft. Detachments are madc'from all thefe garrifons to Invernefs Bernera bar- 
rack oppolitc to the Ifle of Skie,' and Caftle Duart in the Ifle of Mull §. Other fmall 
pftrties are alfo fcattered m huts throughout the country,, to prevent the fteaiing of 
cattle. ' , 

Fort William is furrounded by vaft mountains, w hich occafion almoft' perpetual rain : 
the loftieft are on the fouth fide; Benevilli foars above the reft, and ends,. as I was told, 
in a point, (at this time concealed in mill) whole height from the fea is faid to be 1450 
yards. As an antienf Briton, Flameqt the difgracc of Snowdon, once efteeined the 
higheft hill in the illand, but now muft yield the palm to a. Caledonian mountain. 

• Boctklut. Scot. Regni Dcff. 4, -f- Buchanan, lib. x, c. 3;. 

t \yho i« faid to have killed the laft wolf in Scotland, about the yeaf 1680. Memoirs of this celebrated 

chie^iii are given in the Appendix. • ^ 

§ 4 was informed that coal has lately been- difeovered in this iflanJ. What advantage may not this 
iprove, iwcflablilhments of manufa^ures, in a country juft roufed frcni the Up of indolence ! 

But 
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But I have my doubts whether this might not be rivalled, or perhaps furpafled, by 
others in the fame country ; for examples Ben y bourd, a central hill, from whence to 
the fea there is a continued and rapid defccnt of feventy miles, as may be feen by the 
violent courfe of the Dee to Aberdeen. But their height has not yet been taken, 
which to be done fairly mull be from the fea. Benevilh, as wellasmany others, har- 
hours fnow througlmut the year. 

The bad weather which reigned during my ftay in thefe parts, prevented me from 
vifiting the celelirated parallel roads in Glen. Roy. As I am unable to fatisfy the curi« 
ofity of the reader from my own obfervation, I (hall deliver in the Appendix the infor> 
mation 1 could colleft relating to thefe amazing works. 

The great produce of Lochaber is cattle : that diftrift alone fends out annually 
3000 head } but if a portion of Invcrnefslhire is included, of which this properly is 
part, the number is 10,000. There are alfo a few horfes bred here, and a very few 
(beep ; but of late fevcral have been imported. Scarce any arable land, for the excef> 
five wet which reigns here almoft totally prevents the growth of com, and what Kttle 
there is ht for tillage lets at ten {hillings an acre. The inhabitants of this diftrifl are 
therefore obliged, for their fupport, to import 6000 bolls of oatmeal annually, which- 
cofl about 4000I ; the rents are about 3000I. per annum ; the return for their cattle is 
about 7500I. ; the horfes may produce fome trifle ; fo that the tenants muft content 
theiiifelves with a very fcauty fublillence, without the profpeft of faving the leaft 
againft unforefeen accidents. The rage of raifmg rents has reached this diibnt coun- 
try ; in England there may bo roafon for it, (in a certain degree) where the^alue of 
lands is increafed by acceflton of commerce, and by the rife of provifions : but here 
(contrary to all policy,, tlie great men begin at the wrong end, with fqueezing the bag, 
before they have h Iped the poor tenant to fill it, by the introdufbon of manufactures. 
* In many of the iflos this already fliews its unhappy effeCt, and begins to depopulate the 
, country ; for numbers of families have .been obliged to give up the ftrong attachment 
the Scots in general have for their country, and to excliange it for the wilds of 
America. 

The houfes of the pealants in Lpehaber are the molt wretched that can be imagined > 
framed of upright poles, which arc wattled ; the roof is formed of boughs like arwig- 
wam, and the whole is covered with fods ; fo that in this moift climate their cottages 
h.;\vc a perpetual and much finer verduc than the reft of the country. 

•^^ons are taken in* thefe parts as late as May j about 50 tons are caught in the 
llafon. i lR;c ffiVi^never appear fo early on this coaft as on the eaftem. 

Phinocs aiu taken here in great numbers, 1 500 having been taken at a draught. 
They come in Auguft, and difappearin November. They arc about a foot long, their 
colour grey, fpotud vtith black, their flefh red; rife eagerly to a fly. The fifliermcrf 
fuppofe them to be the young of what they call a great troutf, weighing 30lb^ which I 
fuppofe isthe grey *. ' • 

September 4th, left Fort William, and proceeded fouth along the military road on? 
the fide of a hill, an awful height above Loch-Leven t, a branch of the fea, fo narrow 
as to have only the appearance of a river, bounds on*both Tides vyith vail mountains, 
among whofo winding bottoms the tide rolled in with folemn majefty. The feenery 
begins to grow very romantic ; on the weft fide are fome woods bf birch and pines 
the hills are very lofty, many of them taper to a point > and my old friend, the late 

* Br. Zool. III. No. 144. • 

t The country people have a mod fuperflitiout deiire of being biuicd in the little ille of Mun, in th'it 
loch. 

worthy 
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worthy bifliop Pococky compared the fliape of one to mOunt Taboi*. Beneath them 
is Glen-Co, in^mous for the maflacre of its inhabitants in 1691, and celebrated for 
having (as fome affert) given birth to OHian ; towards the north is Morven, the coun> 
try of his hero Fingal. 

*S The feenery • of this valley is far the mofl: pifturefqwe of any in the Highlands, 
being fo wild and uncommon that it never fails to attract the eye of every ftfanger of 
the leaft degree of tafle or fenfibility. The entrance to it is ftrongly mtft'kcd by the 
craggy mountain of Buachahety, a little weft of the King’s houfe. *A 11 the others 
mountains of Glen-Co refemble it, and arc evidently but naked and folid i-ocks, riHng 
on each fide perpendicularly to a great height from a flat narrow bottom, fo that in many 
places they feem to hang over, and make approaches, as they afpire, towards each other. 
The tops of the ridge of hills on one fide are irregularly ferrated for three or four ntiles, 
and fliot in places into Ipires, which form the moft magnificent part of the feenery above 
Ken Lock-Leven. In the middle of the valley is a fmall lake, and from it runs the 
river CoSn, or Cona, celebrated in the works of Oflian. Indeed no place could be 
more happily calculated than this for forming the tafle and infpiring the genius of fuch 
a poet. 

“ The principal native animals on the mountains of Glen-Co are red deer, Alpine 
hares, foxes, eagles, ptarmigans, and a few moor-fowl. It is remarkable that the com- 
mon hare was never fecn either here, in Glen-Creran, or Glen-Ety, till the military 
roads were made. The partridge is a bird but lately known here, and is flill rare. 
There aoe neither rats nor vipers. 

“ In Glen-Co are fix farms, forming a rent of 241 1 . per annum : the only crops are 
oats, bear and potatoes. The incrcafe of oats is three bolls and a half from one ; of 
bear four or five. But the inhabitants cannot fiibfift upon their harveft : about three 
hundred pounds worth of meal is annually imported. They fell about feven hundred 
pounds worth of black cattle-; but keep only fheep and goats for the ufc of private 
families : neither butter or cheefe is made for fale. • The men fervants are paid in 
kind ; and commonly married. 

“ Glen-Co lies in the united pariflies of Lifmore an^ Appin, and contains* abou tfour 
hundred inhabitants, who are vifited occafionally by a preacher from Appin.” 

• Leave on the left a vaft cataraft, precipitating itfelf in a great foaming ftieet between 
two lofty perpendicular rocks, with trees growing out of the fiflures, forming a large 
itrcain, called the water of Boan. , — r* 

Brcakfall at the little village of Kinloch-Leven on moft cxcellenffSSnhwciS^t^g, the 
only form I thought that animal good in. 

Near this village is afinglc'farm fourteen miles long, which lets for only 35I per 
itnnutr, ; and from the nature of the foil, perhaps not very cheap« 

Saw here a quern, a forj of portable mill, made of two ftones about two feet broad, 
thin at the edges, and a little thicker in the middle. In the centre of the upper ftone is 
a hole to pour in the corn, and a peg by way of handle. The whole is placed on a 
4, cloth; the grinder pours the com into the hole with one hand, and with the other 
turns round the upper ftone with a v,ery rapid motion,- while the meal runs out at the 
fides on the eloth. This is rather preferved as a curiofity, being much out of ufe at 
prefect. Such> are fuppofed to be the fame with what are common among the Moors, 
being the fiinple fubflitute of a mill. 

% I am indi'litcd to the Rev. Mr John Stuart of Killin for the defeription of thi* curious valley, having 
only had a dl.lant view of it. f Repoit of the Vifitatiun, Ac. 1 760. 

> a Immediately 
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Immediately after leaving Kinloch-Leveu the mountains foar to a far greater height 
than before ; the ftdes are covered with wood» and the bottoms of the glens filled with 
torrents that roar amidft the loofe ftones. • After a ride of two miles begin to afeend 
the black mountain, in Argylefhire, on a fteep road, which continues about three miles 
almod to the fumrait, and is certainly the higheft public road in Great Britain. On the 
other fide the defeent is fcarce a mile, but is very rapid down a zig>zag way. Reach 
the King’s houfe,/eated in a plain : it was built for the accommodation of His MajcHy’s 
troops, in their march through this defolatc country, but is in a manner unfurnifhed. 

Pafs near Loch-Talla, a long narrow piece of water, with a fmall pine wood on its 
fide. A few weather-beaten pines and birch appear fcattered up and down, arid in all 
the bogs great numbers of roots, that evince the foreft that covered the country within 
this half century. 'I hefo wer the laft pines which I faw growing fpontaneoufly in 
North Britain. The pine forefls are become very rare ; I can enumerate only thofe on 
the banks of Loch Rannoch, at Invercauld, andBrac-Mar; at Coygach and Dirry- 
Monach : the firlt in Straithnavorn, the laft in Sutherland. Thofe about Loch-Loyn, 
Glen-Morrifton, and Straith-Glas ; a fmall one near Loch-Garrie ; another near Loch- 
Arkig, and a few fcattered frees above Kinloch-I.even, all in Invernefslhire ; and I was 
alfo informed that there arc very confiderable woods about Caftle-Grant. I faw only 
one fpccicfi of pine in thofe I vifited : nor could I learn whether there w’as any other 
than what is vulgarly called the Scotch Fir, whofe fynonyms are thefe : 

Pinm fyivcjlrh /oliis brevibus glands^ conis parvis albentibus. Raii hift. pi. 1401. fyn. 
ftirp. Br. 442. 

Pinusfylvejlris. Gerard’s herb. 1356. Lin. fp. pi. 1418, Flora Angl. 361. 

Pin d'EcoJfty ou de Gtneve, Du Hamel Traite dos Arbres, II. 125. No. 5. 

Fyrre. Strom. Sondmor. 12. 

Moft of this long day’s joirney from the black mountain was truly melancholy, al- 
moft one continued fccne of duiky moors, without arable land, trees, houfes, or living 
creatures, for numbers of miles. The names of the wild tracts I paffed through \vt.re, 
Buachil-ety Corricha-ba, and Bendoran. 

The roads are excellent ; but from Fort-William to Kinloch-Leven, very injr.diti- 
oufly planned, often carried far about, and often fo fteep as to be fcarce furmoumablj ; 
whereas had the engineer followed the track ufed by the inhabitants, thofe incuii- 
venijMcics would have been avoided. 

Tn?fe*«i».vids, bv^rendering the Highlands acceftiblc, contributed much to their jirefi'n: 
improvement^ aiiii^ were owing to the induftry of ourfoldiery; they were begun in 
1723 *, under the directions of General Wade, who, like another Hannibal, forced his 
way through rocks fuppofed tojhavc been unconquerable: many of them hang over 
the mighty lakes of the’eountry, and formerly afforded no other road to the natives 
than the paths of flicep or goats, where even the Highlander ci'awlcd with difficulty, and 
kept himfelf from tumbling into the far-fuhjacent water by clinging to the plants aiul 
bulhes of the rock. Many of thefe rocks were too hard to yield to the pick-ax, and the 
miner was obliged to fubdue thv,ir obftinacy with gunpowder, and often in places where 
nature had denied him footing, and where he was forced to begin his labours, ful'pendeJ 
from above by ropes on the lace of the liorrible precipice. I'he bqgs and moors had 
likewife their difficulties to overcome j but all were at length conftrained to yield’ to 
the perfeverance of our troops. 


Vide p. ICO. 
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In fonjie places, I obferved, that, after the manner of the Romans, they left engraven 
■on the rocks the names of the regiment each party belonged to, who were employed in 
thefp works : nor were they lefs worthy of being immortalized than the vexillatio's ol 
the Roman legions ; for civilization was the confequence of the labours of both. 

Thefe roads begin at Dunkeld, are carried on through the noted pafs of Killicrankic, 
by Blair, to Dalnacardoch, Dalwhinie, and over the Coryarich, to Fort Auguftus. A 
brwch extends from thence eaftward to Invemefs, and another weft ward, over High- 
bridge to Fort William. From the laft, by Kinloch-Levcn, over the Black Mountain, 
by the King’s houfe, to Tyendrum ; and from thence, by Glen-Urquie, to Inverary, 
and fo along the beautiful boundaries of Loch-Lomond, to its extremity. 

Another road begins near Grief, paiTes by Aberfeldy, croffes the Tay at Tay-bridge, 
and unites with the other road at Dalnacardoch ; and from Dalwhinie a branch palfes 
through Badenoch to Invemefs. 

Thefe are the principal militsury roads : but there may be many others I may have 
overlooked. 

Rode through fome little vales, by the fide of a ftnall river j and from the appear- 
ance of fertility, have fome relief from the dreary feenes of the reft of the day. Reach 

Tyendrum, a fmall village. ITie inn is feated the higheft of any houfe in Scotland. 
The Tay runs eaft, and a few hundred yards further is a little lake, whofe waters run 
weft. A lead-mine is worked here by a level to fome advantage ; was difeovered 
about thirty years ago : the viens run S. W. and N. E. 

September 5th, continue my tour on a very fine road on a fide of a narrow vale, 
abounding with cattle, yet deftitute both of arable land and meadow ; but the beafts 
pick up a fuftcnance from the grafs that fprings up among the heathy The country 
opens on an approaching Glen-Urquie, a pretty valley, well cultivated, fertile in com, 
the (ides adorned with numbers of pretty groves, and the middle watered by the river 
Urquie : the church is feated on a knoll, in a large ifle formed by the river : the manfe, 
or minifter’s houfe, is neat, and his little demefne is decorated in the moft advantageous 
places with feats of turf, indicating the content and fatisfaflion of the pofTelTor in the 
lot Providence has given him. 

In the church-yard are feveral grave-ftones of great antiquity,, with figures of a war- 
rior, each fumilhed with a fpear, or two-handed fword ; on fome are reprefentations of 
the chafe ; on others, elegant fret-work ; and on one, faid to be part of the coffin o^a 
M‘Gregor is a fine running pattern of foliage and flowers, and e xcepting th c-figiAcsT 
all in good tafte. ^ ‘ 

On an eminence on the fouth fide of this vale dwells M'Nabb, a fmith,' whofe family 
have lived in that humble ftation fince the year 1440, being always of the famepro- 
Veffion. The firft of the line was employed by the Lady of Sir Duncan Campbell, who 
buUt the caftle of Kilchurn when her hufband was abfent. Some of their tombs are in 
the church-yard of Glefn-Urqoie ; the oldeft has a hammer and other implements of 
his trade cut on it. At this place I was favoured with feveral Highbnd proverbs, in- 
ferted in the Appendix. After breakfaft, at a good inn near the village, was there pre- 
fent at a chriftening,, and becadte fponfor to a little liighlander, by no other ceremony 
than receiving him for a moment into my arms : this is a mere ad pf friendfhip, and no 
elTential rite inf the church of Scot land. 

Purfue my journey, and have a fine view of the meanders of the river before its union 
with Loch-Aw : in an iHe in the beginning of the lake is the caftle of Kilchurn, which 
hid been inhabited by the prefent Lord Breadalbane’s grandfather. The great tower 
was repaired by his lordfhip, and garrifoned by him in 1745, for the fervice of the 

1 Government, 
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iTovornmcnr, in order to prevent the rebels from making ulV* of tLrt great pafs crofs the 
kingdom ; but is now a ruin, h.aving lately been liruck by lightning. 

At a place called Hamilton’s pafs, in an inftant burft on a view of the lake whVh 
makes a beautiful appearance ; is about a mile broad, and fhews at kdlt ten miles of its 
length. 'J'liis water is prettily varied with ifles, fome fo fmall as merely to peep stove 
the furfucc ; yet even ihofe are tufted with trees : fome are large enough to alford hay 
and pafturagc; and in one, called Inch-hail, are the remains of a convent*. Ou 
Fraoch-Elan f,- the Hcfperidcs of the Highlands, are the ruins of a callle. The fair 
Mego longed for the delicious fruit of the ifle, guarded by a dreadful fcrpenl : the hero 
Fraoch goes to gather it, and is deflroyed by the monfler. 't his tale is fnng in the 
Krfe ballads, and is tranflatcd and pubiiflicd in the manner of Fingul, 

'1 he wliolo extent of Loch-Aw is thirty miles, bounded on the north by Lorn, a por- 
tion of Argylediire, a fertile country; prettily wooded near the wafer-fide. On the 
N.E. are vaft mountains ; among them CruachanJ towers to a great height ; it rifrs 
IVom the lake, and its fides are fhagged with woods impending over it. At its foot is 
flu; difchavgi" of the waters of this loch into Loch-luive, an arm of thefea, after a tur- 
bulent coui fe of a lories of cataradls fm- the fpacc of three miles. At Bunaw, near the 
noi-tb. end, is a large lidmon-fifliery ; alfo a confidcrablc iron-foundery, which! fear will 
foon devour the bjuutiful woods of the country. 

Pafs by Scoiflown, a lingle houfe. Dine at the little village of Cdadilh. About two 
miles hence, on an eminence in fight of the convent on Inch-hail, is a fpot, called 
Croif-:m-t-lleuchd, or the crofs of bowing, becaufe in Popifii times, it was always cuf- 
tomary to kneel or make obeifance on firll fight of any confecrated place §. 

l*afs between hills finely planted with fevcral forts of trees, fuch as Weymouth pines, 
?cc. and after a piclurofque ride, roach ’ 

Inverary ||, the caftic the principal feat of the Dukes of Argylc, chief of the Camp- 
bells ; was built by Duke Archibald ; js quadrangular with a round tower at each cor- 
ner ; and in the middle rifes a fquare one glazed on every fide to give light to the llair- 
cafe and galleries, and has from without a moll difagreeablc efi'eft. In the attic flory 
arc eighteen good bed-chambers ; the ground floor w'as at this time in a manner un- 
furnilhcd, but will have fevcral good apartments. The callle is built of a coarfe lapis 
ollaris, brought froih the other fide of Loch-Fine, and is the fame kind with that tbund 
in Norway, of which the King of Denmark’s palace at Copenhagen is built. Near the 
Jivjv callle arc fome remains of the old. 

'this wil!.in time be very magnificent ; but at the prefent the fpace between 
the front and the water is difgraccd with the old town, compofed of the moft wretched 
hovels tliat can bo imagined. The founder of the callle defigned to have built a new 
town on the well fidq of the liTtlc bay the houfe ftands on ; he finilhed a few houfes *a 
cullom-houfc, and an excellent inn: his death interrupted the completion of the plan, 
whicli, when brought to perfedion, will give the plac#J a very different appeaiance to 
what it now bears. 

• 

* The country people ate (llll fond of burying here. Infular jwterments are fald to owe their ong^ to 
the fear people had of having their friends* corpfes devoured by wolves on the main la’id. 

+ Thiarflaml was granted by Alexander III. in i :6 . to GillcrHl M‘Nacha|(i and hig heirs forever, on 
condition they Ihonld entertain the King vvhcucver4ic pafTed ihat way. * » 

I Or the great heap. , 

j Drudicalftones and temples are called Clachan, churehes having often been built on fuch places: to 
go to Olaehan is a common Erfe plirafc forgoing to church. , 

II In the Gallic, Innci*-aora. 
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From the top of the great rock Duniquaich is a fine view of the caftle, the lawn 
fprinkled with fine trees, the hills covered with extenfive plantatione, a country fertile 
in corn, bordering on the loch, and the loch itfelf covered with boats. The trees on 
the lawn about the caftle are faid to have been planted by the Earl of Argyle : they 
thrive greatly ; for I oblerved beech from nine to twelve feet and a half in girth, pines 
nine, and a leffer maple between feven and eight. 

But the bufy fcene of the herring-fifhery gave no fmall improvement to the magnifi- 
cent environs of Inverary. Every evening'* forae hundreds of boats in a manner 
covered the furface of Loch-Fine, an arm of the fea, which, from its narrownefs and 
from the winding of its fhores, has all the beauties of a frcfli water lake : on the week 
days, the cheerful noife of the bagpipe and dance echoes from on board ; on the fab- 
bath, each boat approaches the land, and pfalmody and devotion divide the day ; for 
the common people of the north are difpofed to be religious, having the example before 
them of a gentry untainted by luxury and diflipation, and the advantage of being in- 
truded by a clergy, who are adive in their duty, and who preferve iiefped, amidlt all 
the difadvantages of a narrow income. 

The length of l.och-Fine, from the eaftern end to the point of Lamond, is above 
thirty Scotch miles ; but its breadth fcarce two meafured ; the depth from fixty to 
feventy fathoms. It is noted for the vaft ihoals of herrings that appear here in July and 
continue till January. The higheft feafon is from September to Chriftmas, when near 
fix hundred boats, with four men in each, are employed. A chain of nets is ufed (for 
feveral are united) of an hundred fathoms in length. As the herrings fwim at very- 
uncertain depths, fo the nets are funk to the depth the flioal is found to take : the fuc- 
cefs therelbre depends much on the judgment or good fortune of the filhers, in taking 
their due depths ; for it often happens that one boat will take multitudes, while the next 
does not catch a fingle fifli, which makes the boatmen perpetually enquire of each other 
about the depth of their nets. Thefe are kept up by buoys to a proper pitch } the ropes 
that run through them faftened with pegs, and by drawing up, or letting out the rpjjc 
(after taking out the pegs) they adjuft their fituation, and then replace them. Some- 
times the lith fwim in twenty fiiihom water, fometimes in fifty, and oftentimes even at 
the bottom. 

It -is computed that Oach boat gets about 40I. in the feafon.' The fifh are either 
falted, and packed in barrels for exportation, or fold frefh to the country people, tv/j-} 
or three hundred horfes being brought every day to the water-fide from vervjfijlkit.T 
parts. A barrel holds 500 herrings, if they arc of the beft kind : 91 a tttSiAum, 700 j 
but if more, for fometimes a barrel will hold icoo, they are reckoned very poor. I’he 
prefect price il. 4s. per barrel j ‘but there is a drawback of the duty on fait for thofo 
iTfiat are exported. • 

The great rendezvous of. velTels for the filhery off the weftern ifles is at Cambeltown, 
in Cantyre, where they clear out on the 1 2th of September, and fometimes three hun- 
dred buffes are feen there at a time : they mull return to their different ports by January 
•j 3th, where they ought to receive the premium of 2I. los. per ton of herrings j but it 
is faid to be very ill4)aid, which.is a great difeouragement to the fifliery. 

The herrings of Loch-Fine are as uncertain in their migration as they are on the 
coalt ®f Wales i they had for numbers of years quitted that water j but appeared again 
there within thefe dozen years#. Such is the cafe with the lochs on all this weftern coaft,, 

not but people defpair too often of finding them, from one or two unl'uccefsful trials ia 

> « 

* Thefilhery It carried on in the night, the herrings being then in motion. 

tile 
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lie beginning of the feafon’; perhaps from not adjufling their nets to the depth the 
filh happen then to fwim in : but if each year a I'mall veilbl or two was lent to make a 
thorough trial in every branch of the fea on this coalt, they would undoubtedly find 
fhoals of fifti in one or other. 

Tunnies*, called here mackrel-fture, are very frequently caught in the herring ^ea- 
fon, which they follow to pfey on. They are taken witli a llrong iron hook falk-aed to 
a rope and bailed with a herring j as foon as hooked lol’e all fpirit, and are drawn \ip 
without any refiftance : are very aftive when at liberty, and jump and frolic on the fur- 
face of the water. 

September 7. Crofled over an elegant bridge of three arches upon the Aray, in front 
of the cadle, and kept riding along the fide of the loch for about feven miles: faw in 
one place a thoal of herrings, clofe to the furface, perfc-ftly piled on one another, with a 
flock of gulls bufiod with this ofTcred booty. After quitting the water-fiJe the road is 
carried for a confidbrable way through the bottoms ot naked, deep and gloomy glens. 
Afcend a very high pafs with a little loch on the top, and defeend into Glen-Crow, the 
feat of melancholy, fcldom cheered with the rays of the fun. Reach the end of Loch- 
Long, another narrow arm of the fea, bounded by high hills, and after a long courfe 
terminates in the Firth of Clyde. 

Near this place fee a houfe, very pleafanily fituated, belonging to Colonel Campbell, 
amidft. plantations, wdth fome very fertile bottoms adjacent. On afeending a hill not 
half a mile farther, appears 

Loch-Lomond. North Britain may well boalt of its waters ; for fo Ihort a tide as 
thirty miles prefents the traveller with the view of four moll magnificent pieces. Loch- 
Aw, Loch-Fine, Loch-Long, and Loch-Lomond. Two indeed are of fait- water ; but, by 
their narrovvnefs, give the idea of frelli-water lakes, fe is an idle obfen'ation of travel- 
lers, that feeing one is the fame with feeing all of thefe fuperb waters j for almofi: every 
■ one I vifited has its proper charafters. . 

Loch-Leven is a broad expanfe, with ifles and cultivated fhorcs. 

Loch- Fay makes three bold windings, has fteep but Hoping ihores, cultivated in 
many parts, and bounded by vail hills. 

Loch-Rannoch is broad and (Irait, has more wildnefs about it, with a large natural 
pine w’ood on its fouthern banks. 

Loch-Tumel is narrow, confined by the Hoping fides of Heep hills, and has on its 
^^vcT? limits a fl^, rich, wooded country, watered by a moll ferpentinc Itream. 

The Loch of Sjnnie is almofi on a flat, and its fides much indented. 

Loch-Moy is fmall, and has foft features on its banks, amidfi nide environs. . 
Loch-Nefs is firait and narrow : its Hiores abound with a wild magnificence, loftY» 
precipitous, and wooded, and has all the greatnefs of an Alpine lake. 

Loch-Oich has lofty mountains at a fmall diitance from -its borders ; the Htores in- 
<lcnted, and the water decorated with ifles. • 

l.och-Loch, wants the ifles ; its Ihores Hope, and fevcral firaiths terminate on its 
banks. ‘ 

Loch- Aw is long and waving: its little ifles •tufted* with treesy and jufi appearing 
above the water, its two great feeds of water at each extremity, and its lingular lateral 
dilcharge near one of them, fufficiently mark this great lake. * • 

Loch-Lomond, the lafi, the mofi beautiful of the Calbdonian lakes. The firfi view 
of it from Tarbat prefents an extenfive ferpentine winding amidfi lofty hills : on the 
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north barren, black, and rocky, w hich darken with their flfaile that contraftcd part of 
the water. . _Near this gloomy traft, beneath Craig Rollon, was the principal feat of 
the M‘Gregors, a murderous clan, infamous for exceffes of all kinds ; at length, for a 
horrible mafl’acreof the Colquhouns*, or Cahouns, wereproferibed, and hunted down 
like wild bealls ; their very name fupprefled by act of council t > fo that the remnant, 
now difperfed like Jews, dare not even fign it to any deed. 'I’heir pollerity -arc Hill 
faid to be diftinguilhed among the clans in which they have incorporated therafelves, 
not only by the rednefs of their hair, but by their ftill retaining the mifehievous difpofi- 
lious of their anccdors. 

On tile weft fide the mountains are clothed near the bottoms with woods of oak quite 
to il’.o w ater edge ; their fummits lofty, naked and craggy. 

On the eaft fide the mountains are equally high, but the tops form a more even ridge 
pai allel to the lake, except wdiere Ben-Loinond {, like Saul amidft his companions, 
overtops the reft. 'I'he upper pArts were black and barren ; the lower had great marks 
of fertility, or at leaft of induftry, for the yellow corn was finely contrafted with the 
verdure of the groves intermixed with it. 

This eaftern boundary is part of the Grampian hills, which extend from hence 
through the counties of Perth, Angus, Mearns, and Aberdeen. They take their name 
from only a fingle hill, the Mons Grampius of Tacitus, where Galcacus waited the ap- 
proach of Agricola, and where the battle was fought lb fatal to the brave Caledonians. 
Antiquarians have not agreed upon the particular fpot ; but Mr. Gordon § places it 
near Gomrie, at the upper end of Strathern, at a place to this day called Galguchan- 
. moor. But to return. 

The road runs Ibmetimes through woods, at others is expofed and naked j in fomc 
fo fteep as to require the fiipporl of a w’all j the whole work of the foldiery : bleflcd 
exchange of inftrumctjts of deftruflion for ihofe that give fafety to the traveller, and a 
poliflt to the once inacccflible native. 

Two great headlands covered with trees feparate the firft feene from one totally dif- 
ferent ; the laft is called the Point of Firkin. On palling this cape an cxparifeof w'atcr 
burils at once on your eye, varied with all the fofter beauties of nature. Immediately 
beneath is a flat covered with wood and com : beyond, the headlands ftrelch far into 
the water, and confilt of gentle rifings ; many have their furface.s covered with w’iX)d, 
others adorned with trees loofely fcattered either over a fine verdure, or the purple 
bloom of the heath. Numbers of iflands are difperfed over the lake of the fiuji«aJ'i'Ci 
vated form as the little capes, and wooded in the fame manner ; otHors juft’peep above 
the furface, and are tufted with trees j and numbers are fo difpofed as to form magni- 
ficent viftas between. 

Oppofite Lufs, at a finall diftance from Ihore, is a mountainous ifle almoft covered 
with wood i is near half a mile long, and has a molt fine effeift. I could not count the 


* Vide Appendix. 

f In the ifl of Charles T. c. 30. there wati a {IritH^ ad agaiufl ihefc people confirminpf all form r of 
council againft them, fupprcflii.g ilie n^mr , and obligiiiifthcm to make compearatice yearly on the 24th wf 
July before the council after fixletn yeSrs of ugc, to find caution^ or otherwayes if they bc«lenounccd for 
tht-ir failzy, declaring them to be iiitercornrnuucd, and that none refort or alliil them ; and the aft cou- 
ll;tutc§ fevcral jnftijcs in that part againllthem. In 1661, ihig was refeinded, but rc\ived again in the firil 
parliament of William and Mary, an^ the aft reciirory annulled. Abridg. Afts of Parliament, 45. 1 think 
that the aft has been lately wholly repealed. 
t Its height is 3240 feet. 

' f Itin. Septent. 39. The reafons againft the opinion of this able antiquary will be given in the other 
Tolooits. 

• to number 
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number of iflandf, but was <old there are twenty-eight : the largeft two miles long, and 
{locked with deer. 

The length of this charming lake is twenty-four Scotch miles ; its greateft breadth 
eight; its greatell depth, which is between the point of Firkin and Ben- Lomond, is a 
hundred and twenty fathoms. Belides the fifh common to the lochs are guiniads, called 
here p'oans. 

At this time were living at the little village of Lufs the following porfons, inofl 
amazing inftances of cotemporary longevity ; and perhaps proofs of the uncommon 
hcalthinefs of the place. 'I’lief'e compofe the veneraljlc lift : 


Rev. Mr. James Robertfon, ininiftcr, aged - - 90. 

Mrs. Robertlbn, his wife, - - - d'j. 

Anne Sharp, their f< rvant, - - . 

Niel Macnaughtan, kirk-olliccr, ... 86. 

Chrifliuti Gay, his wife, ... 

Walter Maclellan, - - - 9c. 


The country from Lufs * to the fouthern extremity of the lake continually improves ; 
tlie mountains fink gradually info fmall hills; the land is highly cultivated, well planted, 
and well inhabited. I was Itruck with rapture at a fight fo long new to me : it would 
have been without alloy, hail it not l>cen dallied with the uncertaiatv whelhe-r the moun- 
tain virtue hoipitality, would flourifli with equal vigour in the foiter icents, I was on 
the point of entering on ; tor in the Highlands every houfe gave welcome to the tra- 
vel Ur. 

Gn the road fide near Lufs is a quarry of moll excellent flates ; and hear the fide of 
the lake, about a mile or two farther, is a great heap of Hones in memory of St. Mac- 
Kelfog, bifliop and confcll’or, who fuffered martyrdom there A. D. 5^0, and was 
buried in ('omi'traddan church. 

'J'he vale between the end of the lake and Dunbarton is unfpeakably beautiful, very 
fertile, and finely watered by the great and rapid river Leven, thedifeharge of the lake, 
which, after a lliort eouru.', drops into the Firth of Clyde below Dunbarton : there is 
fcarcely a fpot on its banks but w’hat is decorated with bleacheries, plantations, and 
villas. Nothing can^eqiial the contrail in this day’s journey, bciw'een the black barren 
dreary glens of the morning ride, and the foft fceiies of the evening, iflands worthy of 
the retreat of Armida, and which Rinaldo himfelf would have quitted with a ligli. 
-^Bvh ire I take my lad leave of the Highlands, it will be proper to obferve that every 
entrance mio thi'in is ilrongly marked by nature. 

(fn the fo'uth, the narrow and wooded glcn near Dunkeld inflantly flicws the change 
of country. • 

On the cud, the craggy pafs of Bollltir gives a contraCleJ admifiion into the Graiil- 
pian hills. . 

On tile noi th, the mountains near Loch-?vlay appear very near, and form what is 
properly fiyled the ihrelhold of t'’c country ; and on the 

Well, the narrow n ad impending over Loch-Lontond forms a moll charaiflerillii* 
entrance to this mountainous irafl. , . 

But the Erie or Gallic language is not confined within thefo limits ; for it is fpoken 
on all fidcs beyond thefc mountains. On the eallern coafl: it bejfms af Nairn ; .on the 
weflem extends over all the ifles. It ceafes in the north of Caithnefs, the Orkneys, 
and the Shetland iflands t» but near Loch- Lomond, is heard at Lufs, at Buchanan, 
eaft of the lake, and at Rofeneth, weft of it. * 

* A tolerable inn on tlic borders of the lake. 

f III the Shetland idea are (lill fomc remaios of the Norfe, or old Norwegian language. 
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'J 'he traveller, who hasleifure, fliould ride to the eminence of Millegs, to fee the rich 
pL ojpccl between Loch-Lomond and the Clyde. One way is feeii part of the magnifi- 
cent lake, Bcn-Loiuond and the vaft mountains above Glen-Crow. On the other hand 
appears a line reach of the Clyde enlivened with fliipping, a view of the pi'ctty feats of 
Rofclicth and Ardincapel, and the bufy towns of Port-Glafgow and Greenock.^ 

Crol's the ferry over the Leven at fionuel, and after a ride of three miles reach’ 

Dunbarton, a final! but good old town, feated on a plain near the conflux of the 
l,cvcn with the Firth of Clyde ; it confifls principally of one large ftreet in fonn of a 
crcfccnt. On one fide is the tolbooth, and at the fouth end the church with a fmall fpire 
dceple ; it had been collegiate, was founded about 1450 by Ifabel Countd's of Lenox 
and Dutcliofs of Albany, and was dedicated to St. Patrick, who was bom in this county. 
'I'he waiifs of the town are bag-pipes, which go about at nine o’clock at night and five 
in ihe morning. 

U hecafllc is foaled a little fouth of the town on a two-headed fbek ofaflupendous 
height, riling in a llrange manner out of the faiids, and totally detached from everything 
elfe ; is bounded on one fide by the Clyde, on the other by the Leven. On one of the 
fumniits are the remains of an old light-houfe, which fome fuppofe to have been a Roman 
pharos ; on the other, the powder magazine : in the hollo w between is a large well of 
water fourteen feet deep. 'I'he fides of the rocks are immenfe precipices, and often 
hang-over, except on the fide where the governor’s houfe Hands, which is defend- 
ed by walls and a few cannon, and garrifoned by a few invalids. It feems to have been 
often ufed as a Jlatc prifon : the Regent Morion was fecured there previous to his trial. 
From its natural ftrength, it was in former times deemed impregnable ; fo that the 
defperate butfuccefsful fcalado of it in 1571* may vie with the greatelt attempts of 
that kind, with the capture of the Numidian fortrefs, in the Jugurthine war, by Marius ; 
of the more horrible furprife of Fefcainp t, by the gallant Bois-rofe. 

'I'he Britons in very early times made this rock 'a fortrefs ; for it was ufual with 
them after the departure of the Romans to retreat to the tops of craggy inacceflib'le 
mountains, to foi efts, and to rocks on the fliores cf the fea : but Boethius makes the 
Scots poii'circd of it fome ages prior to that, and pretends that it refifted all the eflbrts of 
Agricola, who laid fiege to it. It certainly may claim a right to great antiquity, for 
Bede declares it to have been the heft fortified city the Britons had during his days. Its 
ancient name was Alcluid, or Arcluid, or the place on the Cluid. But in aftcr-time;{ij^ 
acquired the name of Pun Britton, being tlie laft place in thefc paQs held J;»y tftt? Tri- 
tons againll the ufurping Saxons. In 756, I'educed by famine, it was furrendcred to 
Edbert King of Northumberland. 

, From thefummitof this rock is a fine view of the couiitry, of the town of Dunbarton, 
the- river T.evcn, the Frith of Clyde (the Glota of Tacitus) here a mile broad, and of the 
towns of Greenock and Port-Glafgow, on the oppofite Ihorc. The bufiiicfs of this 
country is the fpinning of thread, which is very confiderable. 'I'here is alfo a great fal- 
mon filhery ; but in this populous country, fo great is the demand for them that none 
‘can be fpared for curing. Gilfes come up the river in June, and continue in plenty 
about twenty days ; and many lalmoir trout are taken from March to July. Phinocs, 
called here yellow fiqs, come in July, and continue about the fame fpacc of time as the 
gilfes 1 the fifhernien dall them the young of fome great fea trout. During May, 
parrs appear in fuch numbers ‘in the Leven, that the water feems quite animated with 
thein. There are befidcs in that river, perch and a few pqans J. 

* liubertfon’s 1 lilt. Scotland, II. bvo. Gulliric's, VII. 351 , f SuHy’s Memoir*, Vol. 1. Book VI, 

;{; At Dupbarton 1 was informed by perfons of credit, that fwallows have often been taken in midwinter, 
in u torpid Hate, out o-ftl.e Itceplc of the chuicli, and alto out of a fand-baiik over the livcr Lndtich, near 
Loch-Lomond. 

Sept. 
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Sept. 8. Pafs by the ruins of Dunglas * caftle, near the banks of the Clyde, v-hich 
meanders finely along a rich plain full of barley and oats, and much inclofed with <too'{ 
hedges, a rarity in North Britain. At a diflance are fome gentle rifings, interfper{ul*\\ itii 
woods and villas belonging to the citizens of Glafgow. Crofs the water of Kelvin at 
the village of Partic, and foon after reach 

Glafgow.— -The bell: built of any modern fccond-rale city I ever faw : the houfc? of 
(lone, and in a good tafte. The principal llreet runs call and weft, and is near a mile 
and a half long, but unfortunately is not ftrait. The tolbooth is large and handfome. 
Next to that is the exchange ; within is a fpacious room with full length portraits of 
all our monarchs fmcc James I. ; and an excellent one, by Ramfay, of Archibald Diilcc; 
of Argyle, in a judge's robe. Before the exchange is a large equeftrian Itatuc of King 
William, This is the broadeft and fincft part of the ftreet ; many of the houfes are 
built over piazzas, but too narrow to bo of much fervice to walkers. Numbers of 
other ftreets crofs t^is at right angles, and are in general well built. 

The market-places are great ornaments to this city, the fronts being done in 3 very 
fine tafte, and the gates adorned with columns of one or other of the orders. Some 
of thefe markets are for meal, greens, li/h, or flclh. There are two for the Jaft which 
have conduits out of feveral of the pillars, fo that tlicy are conftantly kept fweet 
and clean. 

Near the meal market is a public granary, to be filled on any apprehenfinn of 
fcarcenefs. 

The guard-houfe is in the great ftreet, which is kept by the inhabitants, who re- 
gularly do duty. An excellent police is obferved here, and proper officers attend tlie- 
markets to prevent any abufes. 

The old bridge over the Clyde confifts of eight arches, and 'was huiit 400 y ,*ars ago 
bybifliopRea} another is now built. 'Ihe tide flows three miles higher up the 
country, but at low water is fordable. * There is a plan for deepening the channel, for 
at prefent the tide brings up only very fmall veifels ; and the ports belonging to this 
city lie feveral miles lower, at Port Glafgow and Greenock, on the fide oftlieyirth. 

Near the bridge is a large alms-houfc, a vaft nailery', a ftonc-waiv manufacluiv, and a 
great porter brewery, which fupplics fome part of Ireland. Within fight, on llie fouth 
fide are collieries, and much coal is exported into the laft nrauioned illaiul, and into 
^Ijierica. 

I'he gK«at imports of this city are tobacco and fugiir : of the former, above 40,000 
hoglheacls have been annually imported, and moft part of it again L xjmrted into France 
and other countries. The manufactures here arc linens, cambricksf, lawns, tapes, 
fuftians, and ftriped linens; lo»that it already begins to rival Manciitftcr, and has, ji\ 
point of conveniency of its ports, in refpect to America, a great advantage over it. 

'Ihe college is a large building, with a handfome front to’ the ftn et, relembling feme 
of the old colleges in Oxford. Charles I. fubKribed 2ooi. towardistliis work, but was 
prevented by the troubles from paying it ; but Cromwell afterwards fulfilled the de- 
fign of the royal donor. It was founded in 1450 by Jaimes II. Pope Nicholas V. gave 
the bull, but Biihop Turnbull fupplied the mon^y. 'I’licro arc about 4c o ftudems be- 
longing to the college, who lodge in the towm ; but the profoiVors hav^ good htmles in 
the college. Young gentlemen of fortune have private tutors, who have an 'eye to 
their conduct ; the reft live entirely at their own diferetion. 

j 

• A Biitifh word ; Dun glas, or the grcy-hill. 

f The grcatell cambrick manufaAure is now at Paifley, a few miles from this city. 
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The library is a very handfome room, with a gallery round it, fupportcil by pillars. 
That beneficent nobleman the firft Duke of Chandos, when he vifitcd the college, gave 
5.:ol. towards building this apartment. 

Meflrs. Robert and Andrew Foulis, printers and bookfcllers to the univerfity, have 
inftftuled an academy for paintii.g and engraving ; and, like good citizens, zealous to 
promote the welfare and honour of their native place, have at a vail cxpcnce formed a 
moll numerous collctTcion of paintings from abroad, in order to form the tafte of their 
el eves. 

The printing is a very confideralde branch ©f bufinefs, and has long been celebrated 
for the beauty of the types and the corrc^lncis of the editions. Ileie are preferved 
in cafes numbers of monumental and other ftones *, taken out of the walls on the Ro- 
man nations in this part of the kingdom ; fomc arc well cut and ornamented ; moll 
of them were done to perpetuate the memory of the ‘vesilli'tio, or party who performed 
fuch or fvich works ; others in memory of officers who died in th(J country. 

The cathedral is a large pile, now divided into two churches. Beneath, and deep 
underground, is another, in which is alfo divine fervice, where the congregation may 
:ruly fay, clamavi c prsfinnlis : the roof is fine, made of ftone and fupported by pillars, 
jut the beauty much hurt by the crowding of the pews. Near this is the ruin of the 
calllc, or bifliop’s palace. 

The new church is a very handfome building with a large elegant porch, but the 
outfide is much cisfigured by a flender fquarc tower ; and, in general, the iteeplcs of 
North Britain are in a remarkable bad talle, being, in fact, no favourite part of archi- 
tc< 5 lure with tiie church of Scotland. The infidc of that juft fpoken of is nioft neatly 
finiffied, fupported by pillars, and very prettily ftuccoed : it is one of the very few 
?xccptions to the flovenly and indecent manner in which Prclbytcry keeps the houfes 
of God ; reformation in manners of religion fcldom obferves mediocrity, here it was 
outrageous ; for a place of worfliip cotninonl j neat was deemed to favour of Popery ; 
but, to avoid the imputation of that extreme, they run into another ; for in many 
parts of Scotland our Lord feems ftill to be worlhipped in a ftablc, and often in a 
very wretched one. Many of the churches are thatched with heath, and in fomc places 
are. in fuch bad repair as to be half open at top ; fo that the people appear to worfliip, 
as the Druids did of old, in open temples- 

Sept. lo. Went to fee Hamilton Houfe, twelve miles dillant from Glafgow: ride 
through a rich- and beautiful corn country, adorned with fmall woods, ^entlemeiTs 
feats, and well watered. Ilerrtibout I faw the firft muddy ftream fince I had left Edin- 
burgh } for the Highland rivers running generally through a bed of rock or pure 
^gravel, receive no other taint, in tho greateft floods, than the brown cryftalline tinge of 
the moors, out cf which tliey rife. ' 

See on the weft, at a little diftance from the road, the ruins of Bothwell caftle, and 
the bridge, remarkable for the Duke of Monmouth’s victory over the rebels in 1679. 
The churcli was collegiate, founded by Archibald Earl of Douglas, 1398, and is, as. I 
heard I, oddly incrulled with a thin coat of ftone. 

Hamilton Houfe,’or Palace, ai^ it is^ct Med here, is feated at the end of a fmall town ; is 
a large difagrcoabic pile of building, with two deep wings at right angles with the centre. 
The ‘gallery is of great extent, and furnilhed (as well as fome other rooms) with mod 
excellent paintings : that of Dhniel in the lion’s den, by Rubens, is a great performance. 

• Pcrcral have been enffraven by t'ne artifts of the academy. The provoft of the univerfity did ne the 
tionour.of J>refcnting me with a fct. f Bithop Pocock’t Manufeript Journal. 
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The fear and devotion of the prophet is hncly ezprefled by his uplifted face and eyes, 
his clafped hands, hie fweliing mufcles, and the violent extenfion ot one foot ; a lion 
looks fiercely at him with open mouth, and feems only retrained by the Almighty' 
power from making him fiili a victim to his hunger ; and the fignal deliverance of Daniel 
is more fully marked by the number of human bones fcattered over the floor, as if to 
feew the inflant fate of others, in whofe favour the Deity did not interfere. 

The marria^feaft, by Paul Veronel’e, is a fine piece ; and the obftinacy and re- 
finance of the intruder, who came without the wedding.garment, is ftrongly ezpreflTed. 

The treaty of peace between England aucf Spain in the reign of James I. by Juan de 
Pantoxa, is a good hifiorical pi^lure. There are fix envoys on the part of the Spaniards, 
and five on that of the Englilh, with their names infcribed over each ; the Englilh 
are the Earls of Dorfet, Nottingham, Devonihire, Northampton, and Robert Cecil. 

Earls of Lauderc^le and Lanerk fettling the covenant, both in black, with faces full 
of puritanical folemnity. 

Several of the Dukes of Hamilton. James Duke of Hamilton, with a blue ribband 
and white rod. His fon, beheaded in 1 649. His brother, killed at the battle of Wor- 
cefier. The Duke who fell in the duel with Lord Mohun. 

Fielding, Earl of Denbigh *, his hair grey, a gun in his hand, and attended by an 
Indian boy. It feems perfedly to dart from the canvas, and the adion of his counte- 
nance looking up has matchlefs fpirit. He commanded the fleet in two expeditions 
for the relief of Rochelle. In the laft, which was in 1 628, he found an inferior fleet 
of the French king's lying before the harbour. Thefe he promifed the befieged to 
dedroy as foon as a high tide and fit wind concurred. Both happened i but, indead 
of attacking the enemy, he made an inglorious retreat, and was purfued by a few 
French (hips even to our own coads. Yet, on the breaking out of the civil -.var, he 
behaved on land like a Rout and gallant foldicr ; and died fighting valiantly in the 
royal caufe in April >643, in a Ikirmilh not far from Birmingham. It is remarkable, 
that in the battle of Edge-hill, his fon, cfpoufing the contrary fide, ailed in the wing 
in wfiich his father was poded. / 

Hi§ daughter married James Marquis (afterwards Duke) of Hamilton. Both their 
portraits are in this palace. • 

Old Duke of Chatelherault, with an order about his neck. , 5 ^ 

,^’wo half lengths in black ; one with a fiddle in his hand, the otlier in a grotcfque 
attitude }^otb wi’Jt the fame countenances, good, but fwarthy, midakenly called Da- 
vid Rizzo’s 4 but I could not learn that there was any portrait of that unfortunate man. 

Maria Dei gratia Scotorum Regina^ 1 566. yfiV. 43. a half length j a Itiff figure, in 
a great ruff, auburn hair, oval ljut pretty full face, of much larger and plainer features 
than that at cadle Braan, a natural alteration from the increafe of her cruel ufage, and 
of her ill health ; yet dill with a refe wblance to that portrait. It was told me here, 
that (he fent this pifture, together with a ring, to the Duke of Hamilton, a little before 
her execution. 

A head, faid to be Anna BuIIen, very handfome^.drefled in a ruff and kerchief 
edged with ermine, and in a purple gown j ovef her face a veil. To tranfparent as not 
to conceal - 

The bloom of young dcfirc and purple ligh^of love. 


• The perfon who' (hewed the houfc called him governor of Jamaica ; hut fhat m\ift be a midake.^ If 
any errors appear in my account df any of the pi£iiirea, 1 Batter myfeif it may be exciifed ; for fotnetimea 
they were (hewn by ftrvanit ; fometimea the owners of the houfc were fo obliging, as to attend me., whom 
i could not trouble with a number of queftioiis* 

VCL. III. Q Earl 


C 
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liarl Moitoh, Regent of Scotland. 

The rougli reformer John Knox. 

Lord Belhavcn, author of the famous fpcech againft the Union. 

Philip II. at full length, with a ftrange figure of Fame bowing at h’s feet, with 9, 
label and this motto. Pro mcrentc adfio. 

About a mile f rom the houfe, on an eminence, above a deep wooded glen, with the 
Avon at its bottom, is Chatelhorault ; fo called from the ehatc the family once pof- 
felfed in France, is an elegant banqueting houfe, with a dog kennel, gardens, &c. and 
ccw^inands a fine view of the country. The park is no^v much inclofcd ; but 1 am 
told, that there are IHll in it a few of the breed of the wild cattle, which Boethius * 
fays were peculiar to the Calcdonimi forell, were of a fnowy whitenefs, and had manes 
like lions ; they were at this time in a dillant part of thj park, and 1 loft fight of them. 

Returned to Glafgow. 

Sept. 1 1 . Crofled the country towards Sterling. Pafled througn the village of Kyl- 
fith, noted for a vi£i:ory gained by Montrofe over the Covenanters. Through a bog, 
where numbers of the fugitives perifhed, is now cutting part of the canal that is to join 
the firths of Forth and Clyde. Saw the fpot where the battle of Bannoebume was 
fought, in wltich the Englilh under Edward 11. had a fhameful defeat. Edward was fo 
affured of conqueft, that he brought with him William Bafton, a Carmelite, and fa- 
mous poet, to celebrate his victory ; but the monarch was defeated, and the poor bard 
taken and forced by the conqueror, invita Minervd, to fing his fuccefs, which he did 
in fuch lines as thefe : 

Hie capity hie rapity hie ierity hie ferity eeee dohres ; 

Vox ionat ; as fonat ; hie ruit ; hie luit ; ardlo modo res, 

! lie feat ; hie nceat ; hie doeet ; hie nocet ; i/le fugatur : 

Hie latcty hie pat$t ; hie premity hie gemit ; hie fuperatur. 

At this place that unfortunate monarch James III. was defeated by his rebellious 
fubjeds ; in his flight fell down from his horfe, and, bruifed by his fall, was drawn into 
a neighbouring.^iill, and foon after alTaffinated by a prieft called M to receive his con- 
fellion, and afford him fpiritual affiftance. 

Went through tlie fmall town of St. Ninian f, a mile Ibuth of Sterling. The church 
had been the powder-magazine of the Rebels ; who, on their return, ble^ it up*1h 
fuch haftc, as to deftroy fome of their own people, and about fifteen innocent fpec- 
tators. 

.. Sterling and its caftle, in rcfpcA of fituation, is a miniature of Edinburgh ; is placed 
on a ridged hilt or rock, rifing out of a plain, having the caftle at the upper end on a 
high precipitous rock. , Wffhjn its walls was the palace of feveral of the Scotch kings, 
a Tquare building, ornamented 'on three fides with pillars refting on grotefque figures 
projecting from the wall, and oh the top of each pillar is a ftatuc, feemingly the work 
* of fancy. Near it is the old parliament houfe, a vaft room lao feet long, very high, 
with a timbered roof, and formerly diad a gallery running round the infide. Below 
the caftle are the ruips of the palace belonging to the Earls of Mar, whofe fiunily had 
once the keeping of this fortrefs. There are (till the Erikine arms, and much omsu> 

* '* Gigncre fokt ca filvaboTrs candidiffimoa in formam leonis Jubam habentes, caetrra manfuetit (imflii- 
mbi Tcro adco ferot," &c. Defer. Regni Scotie. fol. xi. ' 

f Ajwftle of the Pi6tt, Ton of a prince of the Cumbrian Britain!, conrerting the Pkti at far ai the 
Grampian kills. Died 43 z. 

mental 
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mental carving on parts of it. The town of Sterling is inclofed with a wall ; the 
ftreets are irregular and narrow, except that which leads to the caftlc. Here, and at 
the village of Bantfocbumc, is a confiderable manufacture of coarfe carpets. 

From the top of the cattle is by far the finert view in Scotland. To the eatt is a vatt 
plain rich in com, adorned with woods, and watered with theriver Forth, whofc mean- 
ders are, before it reaches the fea, fo frequent and fo large, as to form a multitude of 
mod: beautiful peninfulas ; for, in many parts, the windings approximate fo clofe as to 
leave only a little ifthmus of a few yards. In this plain is an old abby, a view of Alloa, 
Clackmannan, Falkirk, the Firth of Forth, and the country as far as Edinburgh. On 
the north, the OchiUhills, and the moor wj^ere the battle of Dumblain was fought. 
To the wett, the ftraith of Menteith, as fertile as the eaftern plain, ana terminated by 
the Highland mountains, among which the fummit of Ben-Lomond is very confpicuous. 

The Sylva Caledonia, or Caledonian forett, begun a little north of Sterling, and 
palling through Menteith and Slrathern, extended, according to Boethius, as far as 
Athol on one fide, and Lochabar on the other. It is very ttightly mentioned by the 
antients * ; but the fuppofed extent is given by the Scottilh hittorian. 

Lie at Falkirk, a large ill-built town, fupported by the great fairs for black cattle 
from the Highlands, it being computed that 24,000 head are annually fold here. There 
is alfo a great deal of money got here by the carriage of goods, landed at Carron 
wharf, to Glafgow. Such is thcincrcafc of trade in this country, that about twenty 
years ago not three carts could be found in the town, and at prefent there are above a 
hundred that are fupported by tl^eir intercourfc with Glafgow. 

In the church-yard, on a plain ftone, is the following epitaph on John de Graham, 
ttylcd the right hand of the gallant Wallace, lulled at the battle of FaJkirkin 1298 j : 

Here He 3 Sir John the Grame both winrht and wife, 

Anc of ihc chief refleewit Scotland thrife, 

Ane bcucr Icni^ht iia< to the world wa« lent. 

Nor was glide Grame of tructh, and of hardiment. 

Mcntc p^ai.ucjuc potens, ct V'allx f«dns Achates 
Condiiur hie Gramus bcllo interfedtus ab Anglis. 

Z 2 Julli. 1298, 

Near this is anotlier epitaph, occattoned by a fecond battle of Falkirk, as difgracc' 
ful to the Englitti as the other was fatal to the Scots i the firft was a well cliiputed 
•*<^Q[\bat j the latt, a panic on both fides, for part of each army flew, the one weft, 
the oiK?^att, eaA carrying the news of their feveral defeats, while the total deftruflion 
of our forces was prevented by the gallant behaviour of a brigadier, who with two 
regiments faced fuch of the rebels as kept the field, and prevented any further ad- 
vantages. The epitaph I allude to is in memory of Sir Robert Monro J, the worthy chiet- 

. tain. 

* By Pliny, lib iv. c. i6. and Eiimenius, in hi^Fancgyric on Conflantius, c. 7. 
t Tought between Falkirk and Cairon works, at a place called tothl^ day Graham’s Moor« 

X Conditur hcic quod potent mori 
Robrrti Monro de FauHs, £ar« 

Gent is fwi Princ-pis 
Militum Tribun i: 

Vita ]p caftris curiaque Britaniii^ca 
Hone ft e produ6«i 
Pro Libert ate rrligione Paltix 
* In acie honcftifliini defun^ft 
Frope Falkirr J)in. xviiu 1246. Mt» 6j*. 

Vtslutis confiHiquc tama 
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tiun of that loyal clan, a family which loH: three brothers the fame year in fupport of 
the royal caufe. Sir Robert being greatly wounded in the battle^ was murdered in 
cool blood by the rebels, with his brother Dr. Monro, who, with fraternal piety, was 
at that time drelUng his wounds ; the third was affainnated by miflake for one who 
wellMeferved his death for fpontaneous barbarities on Highlanders approaching ac- 
cordmg to proclamation to furrendcr their arms. 

I have very often mentioned fields of battle in this part of the kingdom ; fcarce a 
fpot has efcaped unfiained with gore ; for, had they no public enemy to contend with, 
the Scots, like the Welfh of old, turned their arms againfl each other. 

Carrdn iron-works lie about a mile frqpi Falkirk, and are the greatefi of the kind 
dn Europe : they were founded about eight years ago, before which there was not a 
fingle houfe^ and the country a mere moor. At prefent, the buildings of ail forts are 
of vail extent, and about twelve hundred men are employed. The iron is fmelted 
from the Hone, then call into cannon, pots, and all forts of utedfils made in foun- 
deries. This work has been of great fervice to the country, by teaching the people 
induftry and a method of fetting about any fort of labour, which, before, the common 
people had fcarce any notion of. 

Carron wharf lies on the Forth, and is not only ufeful to the works, but of great 
fervice even to Glafgow, as confiderable quantities of goods deflined for that city are 
landed there. The canal likewife begins in this ndghbourhood, which, when effeAed, 
will prove another benefit to thefe works. 

At a fniall diftauce from the founderies, on a little rifing above the river Carron, 
. Aood that celebrated antiquity called Arthur's Oven, which the ingenious Mr. Gor- 
don * fuppofes to have been a facellum, ‘or little chapel, a repofitory for the Roman 
infignia, or ilandards ; but, to the mortification of every curious traveller, this match- 
Icfs edifice is now no more ; its barbarous owner, a Gothic knight, caufed it to be de- 
moliOied, in order to make a niill-dam with tke materials, which, within lefs than a 
year, the Nsudes, in refentment of the facriiege, came down in a flood, and entirely 
Iwept away. 

-Sept. 1 2. Saw near Callandar-Houfe fome part of Antoninus's Wall, or, as it is 
called here, Graham's Dyke t- The vallum and the ditch are here very evident, 
and both are of great fize, the laft being forty feet broad, and thirteen deep : it ex- 
tended from the Firth of Forth to that of Clyde, and was defended at proper difiances 
by forts and watch-towers, the work of the Roman legions under the comn\?D^''«Sr 
Loliius- Urbicus, in the reign of Antoninus Pius. According to MrT Gordon) it began 


In Montanorum cohortis Praefeflura t 

Quamdiu praelium Fon’ion.cum memorabitur 
, * Perdnratura ; 

Ob amicitiam ct (idem amicis 
Humanitatem clementiainque adferfarui 
Bcncvolcntiam bonitatemi|Uc omnibuip 
« Trucidantibus etiam, , 

In p€r|:lbtuum defidcranda. 

J>UNCANVS Monro de Obfaldc, M. D. JEt. 59. 

Fratcr Fratrem Itnquere fugiens, 

^^auciani curana, iftua inennia 
Commoticiif cohoaeftat Urnam. 

Septentr. p. 74. tab. iv. 

f Sq called fromGraham. who U faid to have Hrft made a breach in this w/iil fooa after the retreat 
of the Romani out of Britain. Vide Boethius^ cxxxi. 

at 
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at old Kirk Patrick on the Firth of Clyde, and ended two miles wdV of AU-icom, on 
the Firth of Forth, being in length 36 miles, 887 paces. 

Paflbd through Burrowftonefs, a town on the Firth, enveloped in fmoke from the 
great fait- pans and vaft collieric.s near it. The town-lioufeis built in form of a callie. 
There is a good quay, much frequented by fliipping ; for confiderable quantities’ oP 
coal are fent from hence to London j and there are befides fomc Greenland fltips * 
belonging to the town. 

Ride near Abercorn. called by Bede the monaftery of Abercumig ; of which no 
mention is made in the accounts of the Scotch religious houfes, nor has there been for 
many centuries the lead remains ; for Buchanan fays, that none of any kind were to 
be met with even in his time, except the ruins of a tower belonging to the Douglafes. 

Reach Hopeton'Houfe, the feat of the Earl of Hopetoun ; a houfe begun by Sir 
William Bruce, and finifhed by Mr. Adams, is the handfomeft 1 faw in North Britain : 
the front is enriched with piladers, the w'ings at fome diftance joined to it by a beauti. 
ful colonade { one wing is the llables, the other the library. In the lad is a fingle 
piece of lead ore weighing five tons, got out of his Lordfliip’s mines at the Lead- 
nills. * 

The great improvements round the houfe are very extenfive, but the gardens are 
dill in the old tade; trees and fhrubs fucceed here greatly, among others were two 
Portugal laurels thirty feet high. Nothing can equal the grandeur of the approach to 
to the houfe, or the profpeft from it. The fituation is bold, on an eminence, com- 
manding a view of the Firth of Forth, bounded on the north by the county of Fife ; 
the middle is chequered with iflands, fuch as Garvey, Inch Keith f, and others ; and on 
the fouth-ead is a vad command of Ead Lothian, and the terminating objeft, the great 
conic hill of North Berwick. 

The whole ride from Sterling to Queen's Ferry (near Hopeton-Houfe) is not to be 
• paralleled for the elegance and variety sf its profpefts ; the whole is a compofition of 
ail that is great and beautiful : towns, villages, feats, and antient towers decorate each 
bank of that fine expanfe of wat :r the Firth ; while the bufy feenes of commerce and 
rural economy are no fmall addition to the dill life. The lofty mounains of the High- 
lands form a didant jwt augud boundary towards the horth-wed, and the eadern view 
is enlivened with fliips perpetually appearing or vanifhing amidd the numerous ifles. 

Pafs by Queen’s-Ferry ; fall into the Edinburgh road, and finifh this evening in that 
agreeable and profperous tour. It was iinpoilible oot to recal the idea 
of what niad feen* to imagine the former condition of this part of the kingdom, and 
to compare it with thtf prefent date, and, by a fort of fecond-fight, make a probable 
conjedure of the happy appeaxmee it will aflunie in a very few years. Nor could 
forbear repeating the 'prophetic lines J of Aaron Hill, who feemed feized with a like 

reverie. ♦ . • 

% 

* This year the whale fiflicry began to revive ; which for a few years pall had been fo unfncccefbfuh 
that fcvcral of the adventurers had thoughts of difpoAng of their ihips. Perhaps the ^!iales had till this 
year defcrtcd thofc fcas 5 for Marten, p. 1 89 of his voyage to Spituhergen, remark*, “ Thdt ihcfc animals, 
either weary of their place, or fer.fibleof their own danger, do often chacigc their liarbours ” 

t This ifle w oppofite to Leith. By order of council, in 1497, all venereal oatients in the neighbour- 
hood were tranfported there, m quid deirlmentl ' res pubRca caperet. It is remarkable, *that this otfordcr, 
which was thought to have appeared in Europe only four years befose, fhoiild make fo quick a progrels. 
The horror of a difeafe, for which there w’as then fuppofed to be no cure, mull have occalioncd this aittn- 
tion to Hop the contagion ; for cvqn half a century after, one of the firll monarchs of Europe, I ranci^ I. 
fell a vidlim to it. The order is fo curious, that we have given it a place in ihc Appendix. 

J Written on a window in North Britain. 

Once 
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Once more> O North ! I view thy winding fliorei, 

Cliii)b thy bleak hill.’* and crofs thy duilcy XDOors. 

Impartial view thee with an heedful eye, 

Yet Hill by naturct not by ccnfurc ti*y. 

England thy filler is a guy coquet. 

Whom art enlivens, and temptations whet : 

Rich, proud, and wanton, (he her beauty knows, 

And in a confeious warmth of beaut jr ^lows : 

Scotland comes after, like an unripe fair, 

’W^ho fighs with anguiflr at her filler's air; 

Unconfcioiis, that mc’il quickly have her day, 

And be the toaft when Albion's charms decay. 

Sept. 1 8. After a few days experience of the fame hofpitallty in Edinburgh that I 
had met \»ith in the Highlands, I continued my journey fouth, through a rich corn 
country, leaving the Pentland hills to the weft, whofe fides werj covered with a fine 
turf. Before I reached Crook, a fmall village, the country grew worfe ; after this, it 
aflumed a Highland appearance, the hills were high, the vales narrow, and there was 
befides a great fcardty of trees, and hardly any corn ; inftead, was abundance of good 
paftiurage for iheep, there being great numbers in thefe parts, which fuppiy the north 
of England. The roads are bad, narrow, and often on the edges of precipices, im- 
pending over the river Tweed, here an inconfiderable ftream. Reach 

Moffat, a fmall neat town, famous for its fpaws ; one faid to be ufeful in ferophu- 
lous cafes, the other a chalybeate, which makes this place much reforted to in fummer. 
HoCior Walker, miniftcr of the place, (hewed me in manufeript his natural hiftory of 
the Weftem Illes, which will do him much credit whenever he favours the world 
with it. 

Here the unfortunate nobleman Lord Vifeount Kenmurc fet up the Pretender’s* 
llandard on the 12th of Oftober 1715, in fatal compliance with the importunities of 
the difaffeded Lowlanders. 

The country between Moffat and Lockerby is very good, a mixture of downs and 
corn-land, with a few fmaH woods j the country grows quite flat and very unpleafant ; 
but inceffaiit rains throughout my journey from Edinburgh, rendered this part of my 
four both difagrecablc and unedirying. Crofs a fmall river calfL'd the Sark, which. di- 
vides the tw'o kingdoms, and enter Cumberland. 

About three miles farther crofs the Elk over a handfome (lone bridge, and lie a^e 
itnall village of Longtown. ITie country is very rich in com, bu< quite br.c'si trees, 
and very flat. Near this village, at Netherby, are the ruins oLa Roman ftation, where 
flatues, weapons, and coins are often dug up. 

* Crofs the Eden to Carlifle, a picafant city, furrouncled with walls, like Chefter, but 
they are very dirty, and kept inj^ad repair. The callle is antient, but makes a good 
appearance at a diftance; ihekview from it is fine, of rich. meadows, at this time co- 
vered with thoufands of cattle, it being fair-day. The Eden here forms two biMuchcs, 
and infulates the ground ; over one is a bridge of four, over the other one of nine 
arches. There is l^efides a prefpeff of a rich country, and a diftant view of Cold-fells, 
Crofs-fclls, Skiddaw, and other mountains. 

The cathedral * iis very iraperfe^, Cromwell having pulled down part to build bar- 
racks with the materials. There remains fome portion that was built in the Saxon 

times, with very maffy pillars and round arches. The reft is more modern, faid to 
* 

* Bfgun by Walter, deputy of thefe parts, under William Rufui ; but the new choir was noil founded 
lifl about 1354. * 

have 
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bave been built in the reign of Edward III. who had in one part an ap.mment to 
lodge in. The arches in this latter buildliig arc fliarp pointed ; the call windo.v r.- 
qnarkably fine. 

The manufafliures of Carlifle are chlt{ly of printed linens, lor wliicli near 1. 
per ann. is paid in duties. It is alfo noted for a great manulV.cture of whips, v. ’lii.li 
employs numbers of children. 

Salmons appear in the Eden in numbers fo early as the months of December and 
January; and the London, and even Newcalllc markets are Pipplied witli etrly ii !i 
from this river; but it is remarkable, that they do not vlfit the Kik in aii). 
till April, notwithdanding the mouths of both thefe waters are at a final! diliaiice inj.ii 
. each other. I omitted in its proper place an account of the Newcalile li'hc ry, theri for ■ 
inCert here the little I could collect relating to it. The fifh fi'i.lom appear in tlie Tyn - 
till February: there are about 24 fiflicrics on the river, b.-fuks a very conllderabl.' 
were, and the whole annual capture amounts to about 36,000 tilh. I was informed 
that once the fifli were brought from Berwick, and cured at Nevvcaftic ; but at pre- 
feiit, notwithftancling all goes under the nameof Newcaille falmon, very little is taken 
there, in comparifon of what is caught in the Tweed. 

The country near Carlifle confifts of fmall inc.lofurcs, but a little farther on, to- 
wards Penrith, changes into coarfe downs. On the eait, at a didance, are ridges d 
high hills running parallel to the road, with a good iuclofed country in the inter- 
vening fpaco. Above Penrith is a rich inclofeJ tracf, mixed with hedge-row trees and 
woods. On the fouth-w'eft, a profpe£t of high and craggy mountains. After I left 
Lockerby, Nature, as if exhauited with her labours, in the lofty hills of Scotland, 
feemed to have lain down and repofed herfclf for a confidcrable fpace ; but here began 
’ to rife again with all the fublimity of Alpine inajefty. 

, Between the twelfth and thirteenth mile-ftones is Plumpton. PUimpton park was 
leafed by Henry VIII. to Jack Mufgrave, Captain of Bewrailh, an active man in his 
day, who fettled on five of his fons as many tenements. 

Old Penrith, the antient Bremetenreium and Vorada of Antonina, ftood in this pa- 
rifli. On the road fide, floping towards the river Petrel, the vallum, fofs, sind gates 
are ftill very vifible ; Snd alfo great ruins of a town.^ The fort is called Caftle deeds ; 
the town Old Penrith. Camden copied feveral inferiptions, for which 1 refer to his 
Britannia- and to Dr. Burn’s Hiftory of this county. Here are the faint veftiges of a 
military^rtJfcd whicb-^oints towards Kefwick and joined another, which were 1 ^ Elen- 
borough and'*Papcaftle to Amblcfide. This fiation was alfo the Berada of the Raven- 
nas ; and was garrifoned by a Cuneus Armaturarum, a cohort of the Ala Petriana, a 
body of horfe completely armed, mentioned in the notitia, fo mud have been ftationed* 
here very late iivthc Roman empire. 

About four miles farther is Penrith, &c. an antient town, feated at the foot of a 
hill : is a great thoroughfare for travellers, but has little other trade, except tanning, 
and a fmall manufa^ure of checks. In the church-yai'd is a monument of great anti- 
quity, confiftkig of two done pillars eleven feet fix inches high, and live in circum- 
mence in the lower part, which is rounded ; tde upper is fquare, and tapers to a 
point ; in the fquare part is fome fret-work, and the relievo of a crofs, jind on the in- 
terior fide of one is the faint reprefentation of fome anjpial. Both thefe dones are 
mortifed at their lower part into a round one ; they are about fifteen feet afunder ; 
the fpace between them is inclofed on each fide with two very large but thin femi- 
circular dones ; fo that there is left a walk between pillar and pillar of two feet in 

ip breadth. 
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breadth. T^ro of thefe lefler ftones are plain, the two other have certain. figures at 
prefent fcarce intelligible. 

Thefe Hones feetn to have been monumental, and are evidently chridlan, as appears 
hyAhccrofson the capital: fable fays that they were to perpetuate the memory, of 
Cefarius, a hero of gigantic ftaturc, whofe body extended from ftone to ft’one ; but 
it is probable, that the fpace marked by thefe columns contained feverai bodies, or 
might have been a family fepulclire. 

Not far from thefe pillars is another called the Giant’s thumb, five feet eight inches 
higii, with an expanded head perforated on both Tides ; from the middle the Hone 
riles again into a leH'er head rounded at top, but no part has a (endency to the figure 
of a crofs, being in no other part mutilated i fo that it is difficult to judge of the ufe or . 
defign of this pillar *. 

The church is very neat : the galleries fupported by twenty Hones, each ten feet 
four inches high, and four feet two inches in circumference. On one of the wails is 
this melancholy record of a peHilence that waHed the country in the latter end of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth : 

A. D. M.DXCVIIT ex gravi pefte quae regioni&ui hifee incubutt. obierunt apud Penrith 2200. Ken* 
dal 2500 . Kichmond 22i.o. Carltfle iipbf. 

Pofteri 

tvortite vox et vivite. 

On confulting a very old regiHer kept in this parifh it appears that the plague raged 
here for fifteen months ; from the asd September 1597 to 5th January 1598, and that 
only 680 perfons were buried in the pariih during that time. It feems therefore pro- 
bable that Penrith muH have been the centre of fome particular difirifV, and that the 
numbers recorded on the wall muH comprehend all that died within that fpace. Pen- 
rith now contains about 2000 fouls. At a medium,' 63 have died annually thelaH ten 
years, or 630 in the whole. In the ten years preceding the peHilence there were only 
686 funerals ; fo that there was no great difference between the number of inhabitants 
at that and the prefent time. Some centuries previous to this Penrith had* another vifit- 
ation of the (ame nature.' When the Scots under the Earl of Douglafs in 13S0 made 
an inroad into Cumberland, they furprized this place at the time of the fair |, and re- 
turned .with immenfe booty ; but fuffered feverely in confeguence, for they ij^pi^Jlsred 
into their country the plague contra£Icd in this. town, which fwept Xway one'fhird of (he 
inhabitants of Scotland $. 

ThecaHIeis at the fkirts of the town, and now verycTuinous. It appears not to have 
'been of a high antiquity ; for in a compromife of certain differences between Henry HI. 
and Alexander King of Scotland, it was Hipulated that Henry Hiould grant to Alexander 
2 00 librates of land in Northumberland or Cumberland, if fo much of Henry’s land could 
be found in any of the places where no cafile was fituated ; and Penrith was part of this 
grant. Richard Duke of GlouceHer, afterwards Richard HI. refided frequently at this 
caHIe, and either was the founder, or repaired it greatly, for there is no mention of it 
before his time. The feignory of Penrith || was part of the great eHate he had with his 
Dutahefs Ann( (afterwards queen daughter to Richard Nevil the great Earl of War- 

• 

• Vide tab. in. of the ift and id'ediiions. f It broke out in Carlifle Oftober jd, 

IloUindled 428. \ Guthrie’s H ift. Scotl. HI. 

il buck’s Life of RichaidllL ^ 

' 8 wick 
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%kk. By his refidcnce here and his magnificent mode of living he gained great popu- 
larity in the north, and he fcemed to depend greatly on tlm troops from that part, for 
he caufed five thoufand to march from thence to London to fupport his coronation. 
On his death, this and other neighbouring manors reverted to the crown : and remain- 
ed in that ftate, till theyAvere granted by King William to his favourite fientinck Earl of 
Portland. 

The cafile was difmantled by Cromwell, but it does not appear In any hiftory to have 
fuftained a fiege. 

In this town lives Mifa Calvin of cxquifite fkill and. accuracy in painting of plants and 
flowers : a heaven-bom genius obfeure and unknown 1 

Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene, 

The dark unfathomM caves of ocean bear : 

Full many a flower is horn to blnfli nniVxn, 

And walle its fwcetntfs in the defert air. ^ 

She communicated to'itje a moft beautiful drawing ©f a fpecles of water-ouzel fliot 
in the neighbouring fells. It was lefs than the common kind, and the tail fliorter. 
The throat white, crofled below with a dufky band : the belly mottled with black and 
white : the upper part of the neck, the back, and coverts of the wings, dulky, (lightly 
edged with white : tail and primaries black. 

Crofs over the Eimot at Eamont bridge. The river and bridge take their name from 
the Saxon Ea or Eye, water, and mont, as the water flows out of a mountainous re- 
gion. On pafling the bridge I immediately enter the county of " 

W'ESTMORELAND. 

’ September 21, At a fmall diftance beyond the bridge, near the road fide, is the circle 
^ called Arthur’s round table, confiding 0/ a high dike of earth, and a deep fofs within, 
furrounding an area twenty-nine yards in dianieter. There are two entrances exaflly 
oppnfitc to eactr other $ which interrupt the ditch in thole parts filled to a level with the 
middle. Some fuppole this to have been defigned for tilting matches, and that the 
champions entered at each opening. Perhaps that might have been the purpofe of It ; 
for the fize forbids one to fuppofe it to be an encampment. 

A little tu the north of this, on the fummit of a fmall hill, is Mayborough, a vaft 
ciiTular dike of loofc (tones : the height and the diameter at the bottom is ftupendousc 
it flopes'^Jirt)oth fid«, .and is entirely formed of pebbles, fuch as are colledted -out of 
rivers. There is an entrance on the eaft fide leading into an area eighty-eight yards in 
diameter. Near the middle is aji upright (lone nine feet eight inches high, and fev'en- 
teen in circumference in the thickeft part. There had been three more placed fo as to 
foru| (with the other) a fquare. I’oqr again flood on the (ides of the entrance, viz. 
one on each exterior corner ; ^d one on each interior j* bvjit, excepting that at prefent 
remaining, all the others have long fince been biafted to clear, the ground. 

The ufc of this accumulation feems to have been the ^ne with that called Br)*nigwyn 
at I'rcr Dryw in Anglefca *, a fupreme confiftory.of Ijluidical adouniftration, as the 
Britifh names import. That in Anglefea is conftrufted in thfe fame manner with thisj 
but at prelent there are no remains of columns in the interior part, ‘'fradition is entirely 
filent about the origin of this place : nothing can be colle^cd from the name, which 
is Saxon, and given long after its con(lra£lion. 


* VOL. 111. 


• Mona Aiitiqua. zd cd. 90. 
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Alinoft oppoAte to Mayborough on the Cumberland Adc of the Eimot is a vaA caii’n 
or tumulus, compofed of round Aones, and furrounded with large grit Aones of dif- 
ferent Azes, fome a yard fquare ; which all together form a circle fixty feet in diameter. 

Crofs the Lowther 6r Loder, and in about three or four jniles diltance pafs Clifton 
Moor, where the rebels in 1 745 facriAced a few men to fave the reA of their army. 

Reach Shap or Heppe, a long village with the ruins of the priory of PremdnArenAan 
canons and its beautiful tower placed in a fequcAered bottom to the north-weA of the 
road. I’he religious of this houfo were originally placed at PreAon in Kendal by 
Thomas fon of Gofpatric ; and afterwards removed to this valley, which in old times 
was called the valley of Mary Magdalene, and was granted to them by Robert dc 
Veteripout in the thirteenth year of King John. 

On the common near the road Ade half a mile beyond the village are certain large 
circles, and ovals formed of fmall Aones : and parallel to the road commences a double 
row of granites of immenfe Azes, croffed at the end by another row, all placed at fome 
diAance from each other. This alley I may call it, extended once above a mile ; pafs> 
ing quite through the village ; <perfons now living remembtf to have feen fome Aones 
that formed part of the lines, but now blaAed in order to clear the ground. The fpacc 
between the lines at the fouth end is eighty-eight feet : they converge towards each 
other, for near Shap the diAance decreafes to Afty-nine feet } and it is probable that they 
met and concluded in a point forming a wedge. That this monument was DaniAi may 
be inferred from the cuAom of the Northern nation of arranging their recording 
Aones in forms that they feemed to determine Aiould be expreAive of certain events : 
thofe that were placed in a Arait and long order commemorated the emulations of 
champions t fquares Aiewed equeArian conAids: circles, the interments of families: 
wedge-Aiaped, a fortunate victory *. Succefs might have attended the Northern in- 
vaders in this place, which gave rife to their long arrangement : the fall of fome con-' 
fanguineous heroes in the adion caufed the gxateful tribute of the Aony circles. 

Pafs over Shap fells, more black, dreary and iqelanchdy than any of the Highland 
hills, being not only barren, but deAitute of every piflurcfque beauty. This gloomy 
feene continues for feveral miles ; leave on the right the narrow valley of Long Sladalc, 
and at a diAance the mountain of Kenmere fell, famous for its Aate quarries. The 
profpeA grows more chearful within a fmall diAance of 

Kendal, a large town, feated in a beautiful valley prettily cultivated, and watered by 
the river Ken. The principal Arcet is above a mile long, rimning nonh ^d i^rrth : 
the houfes old and irregular, moAly plaiAercd. Yet the whole lias an ai^f ncatnefs 
and induAry without the leaA oAentation of wealth ; none appear meanly poor, 
or infultingly rich, 'fhe number of inhabitants is about feven thoufand ; chiefly en- 
gaged in manufoftures of linAcs, worAed Aockings woven and knit, and a coarfe fort 
of woollen cloth called cettons, fent to Glafgow, and from thence to Virginia for the 
ufe of the negroes. The carding and the friezing mills, the rafping and cutting of log- 
wood by different machines are well worth feeing : and the tenter fells all round the 
town, where the cloth is Aretched, fliew the extent of the manufadlures, which employ 
great quantities of wool from ‘Scotland and Durham. 

Yet the place labpurs under great difadv^ntages ; the country near it yields no corn 
except oats : the fuel is in general peat ; for the coals being brought from Wigan and 
other diAant places, coA nindreen Aiillings per ton : yet notwithAanding, it ha.s flourifhed 
ip manufadlures from the time of Richard the Second to the prefent : Camden honours 
k with this encomium, Lamjicii Gloria^ ct Indujiria pracAknt. 

* OUut Magnut dc Gent Srptentr. lib. i. c. j8. 
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I am furprized that Doftor Bum fliould omit the mention of a native of thi.s town who 
would have done honour to any country. Thomas Shaw, the celebrated traveller, was 
born here' in 1693. He was Ibnof Gabriel Shaw, fhecrman and dyer, a reputable and 
profitable bufmcls. The merit of his travels in Barbary, Egypt, and the lloly-l-md, 
arejuftly in the higheft eftimation *, and beyond the danger of being either deprctiated 
or fuperfeded. He became tellow of Queen’s College, Oxford, and was proiuotoj to 
the headlhip of Edmund Hall, and in 1751 died in high reputation for knowledge, 
probity, and pleafantry. Ilis countenance was grotefque, but marked moft ftroiigly 
with jocularity and good humour, fo as to diiTufe into the company the full efteds of 
his innocent and inllrudive mirth. The print prefixed to his works is a faithful repre- 
fentation of this excellent and able charader. 

The church is large, divided into five aides. The moft remarkable tomb is one in the 
altar form of black marble, with various arms on the fide and end, fuppofed to be that 
of William Parr, anceftor of William Parr Marquis of Northampton, and his filler. 
Queen Catherine, wife to Henry VIII. 

The ruins of the caftle are on the fumrnitof a round hill on the eaft fide of the town. 
It is of great antiquity ; but the founder is not know'n. It appears to me to have beet; 
built on an artificial mount raifed on the top of the hill, with a deep fofle round the 
bafe. The barony of Kendal was granted by William the Conqueror to Iv6 de Tale- 
bois, one of his followers, whofe defeendants frequently refided in the caftle. From 
them it palled by marriage to the Roffes, and from them to the Parrs : and when in 
their poffeffion Catherine afterwards Queen of England w.as bom here j a lady who 
had the good fortune to defeend to the grave with her head, in all probability merely 
by outliving her tyrant. It does not appear that this caftle fuftained any fiege : but in 
1774 the Scots, under Duncan Earl of Fife, entered and- plundered the town, broke 
open the churches, put all the inhabitants to the fword, fparing neither age nor fex f. 

Take a very pleafant walk to Water-Crook, a mile diftant, along the fides of the 
Ken. This had been the Concangium of the Notitia, a ftation on the eaft fide of the 
river, whofe veftiges are almoft worn away by the plough. Altars, coins, and other 
antiquities have been found here. I faw in the walls of the barn of the farm houfe, the 
monumental inferiptkon preferved by Mr. Horfely, p. 300, fuppofed by him to have 
been in memory of two freed-trtfen ; and that there was added the penalty of a fine on 
any who prefumed to bury in that fcpulchre. Here - is preferv'ed an altar un-inferibed, 
but oi»ypented wjjh beautiful feftoons : and I alfo faw the remains of the ftatue fup- 
pofed of Bacchus or ^lenus. 

Crofs the river and walk over fome fine meadows. Pafs by fomc large round hil- 
locks, one appearing attificial .* afeend to gain the heights, above the town : leave below 
me near the Ikirts a well called the Anchorite’s, probably from fome hermitage once in 
its neighbourhood. Reach Caftlchow hill, a great artificial mount above the town, 
and oppofite to the caftle. The fummit is flat ; juft within its verge is a circular ditch ; 
and another tranfverfe, probably t|ie place of the foundation of a tower. Round the, 
bafe is a deep fofs and high dike, and on the eaft iide ^6F the dike two baftions to give 
it additional ftrength. Immediately below is a fpot called Battle* place, but tradition 
does not preferve the reafon of the name. , , 

At a very fmall diftance from Kendal I crofled the » Ken j purfued my joumdy over 
End-moor, and pafted through the townfliip of Prelfon Richard, in the parilh of 
Hayerfliam, remarkable for being, from the reign of Henry II. to that of Edward Jll. 

* See Bfitilh Zoology, i. p. 21 6. 4to. or 253. 8 vo. t HoHnlhed'sChron. 91. 
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a /pace of two hundred years, owned by perfons of the name of Richard de Prefton. 
Soon after, went through the fmall market town of Burton in Kendal, in the parilhof 
Burton, the mofl fQuthem of any in Weftmoreland. At a fmall diftance entOr 

1.ANCA8X11R£. 

After travelling an unintcrefting llage reach its capital Lancafter, ar large and well 
built town, feated on the Lunc, a river navigable for fliips of 250 tons as high as the 
bridge. The Cuftom-houfe is a fmall but mod elegant building, with a portico fup- 
ported by four Ionic pillars, on a mod beaptiful plain pediment. There is a double 
flight of deps, a rudic furbafe and coins ; a work that docs much credit to- Mr., Gillow,. 
the architeft, an inhabitant of this town. 

The church is feated on an eminence, and commanthi ah extenfive but not a pleafing 
view. The cadle w entire, the courts of judice are held in it ; and it is alfo the county 
jail. The front is very magnideent, confids of two large angular towers, with a hand* 
feme gateway between. 

Eleven miles farther is the village Gardang, feated on a fertile plain, bounded on the 
ead by the fells, on the wed by Felling mofs, which ' formerly made an eruption jike 
that of Solway. The adjacent country is famous for producing the fined cattle in all 
the county.' A gentleman in that neighbourhood has refufed 30 guineas for a three 
year old cow; calves of a month old have been fold for lo : and bulls from 70 to- 
100 guineas, which have afterwards been hired'out for the feafon for 30 ; fo, notwith- 
ftanding his misfortune, well might honed Bamaby celebrate the cattle of this place. 

Veni Garftang ubi qata 
Sunt Armcnta«froiit&lata9. 

' V^cni Garllangy ubi male 

intrana forum beftialc. 

Forte vaccillando vieo 
Hue ct illuc cum amioo^ 

In JuvenesD dorfum rui 
Cujus cornu Ixfus ful. 

A little to the ead is a ruined tower, the remains of Grenehaugh cadle, built, as 
Camden fuppofes, by Thomas Stanley fird Earl of Derby, to proved himfelf from the 
outlaw'ed nobility, whofe edates had been granted him^by Henry VII. 

September 2 2d, hadened through Predon, Wigan, Warrington, and Cheder, and 
fuuihcd my journey with a rapture of which no fond parent can be ignoraq(y 4 SKrt$f 
bring again redored to two iimoccnt prattlers after an abfence equ^y reg^tted by ail 
parties. 


APPENDIX.— NumSIr L 
• (y, Scotch Pines, 

By James Fari^hakson, £fq.;.of-lNV'(RCAVLD. 

IT IS generally believed that;thcre are two kinds of fir trees, the, produce of Scot- 
land, viz. the red or refinous large trees, of a fine grain, and hard folid wood : the 
otMr; a white wooded fir with a much fmaller proportion, of refin in it, of a coatfer 
g^,*and a foftfpongy nature, never comes to fuch a fizc, and much more liable to 

decay. 
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decay. At firft appearance, this would readily denote two diftinft fpecies, but I am 
convinced that all the trees in Scotland, under the denomination of Scotch fir, are the 
lame ; and that the difference of the quality of the wood, and fize of the trees, is cer- 
tainly owjng to circumftances, fuch as the climate, fituation, and foil they grow in. 
Thefc fineft fir-trees appear in the moft mountainous parts of the Highlands of Scotland, 
in glens or on fides of -hills generally lying to a northerly afpeft, and the foil of a hard 
gravelly confiftence, being the natural produce of thefe places j the winged feeds are 
i’eattered in quantities by the winds, from the cones of the adjacent trees, which expand 
iif April and May, with the heat of the fun ; thefc feedlings when young, rife extremely 
clofe together, this makes them grow llraight, and free from fide branches of any fize, to 
the height of 50 or 60 feet before they acquire the diameter of afoot : even in this pro- 
grefs to height; they arc very flow, occafioned by the poornefs of the foil, and the num- 
bers on a fmall furface, which I may fay makes them in a conftant ftate of war for their 
fcamy nourifhment, the flrongereand talleff by degrees overtopping the weaker, and 
when the winils blow they lafli againff one another ; this affills in beating off any hori- 
zontal branches that might damage the timber with knots, as well as by degrees cru/hes 
the overtopped trees. In fuch flate ofhoftility they continue' ftruggling until the 
mafter trees acquire fome fpacc around them ; then they begin to flioot out in a more 
bufliy manner at the top, gradually lofing their Ipiral form, increafing afterwards 
more in fize of body then height, fonie acquiring four feet diameter, and above fixty 
feet of height to the branches, fit for the fineft deal board. The growth is extremely 
flow, as is plainly proved by the fmallncfs of the grain of the wood, which appears dif- 
tinclly in circles, from the centre to the bark. Upon cutting a tree ovcrclofe at the 
root, I can venture to point out the exa^k age, which in thefe old firs comes to an amaz- 
^ing number of years, I lately pitched upon a tree of two feet and a half diameter, as 
this is near the fize of a planted fir of fifty years of age mentioned, and I counted ex- 
oftly two hundred and fourteen circles or»coats. which makes this natural fir above four 
times the age of the planted one. Now as to planted firs, thefe arc raifed firft in dreffed 
ground from the feed, where they ftand two fcafons or more, then are planted out in 
tlje ground they are to 'continuq in at regular dillanccs, have a clear circumference 
round them fqr extending both roots and branches ; 4lie one gives too quick nourifli- 
ment to the tree which fhoots out in luxurHint growths, and the other allows many ol • 
the branches to fpread horizontally, fpoiling the timber with knots ; befides} this quick 
gro tri b > % qafions thefe thick yearly circular coats of w ood, which form a coarib grain, 
of a fpong^ fqft natu?bx The jutce#" never after ripen into a proportional quantity 
their refinous prefervative balm : fo that the plMttations decay before the w-ood acquires 
age, at a valuable fize, and the* timber when ufed in work has neither llrength, beauty, 1 
nor duration. 1 believ^ the climate has likewife a great fliare in fontting the nature of 
the beft wood, which I account for in the following manner.* The moil mountainous 
parts of the Higlilands, particolarly the northerly hanging fituations, w here thefe fine 
fir trees are, have a much fhortcr tigie of vegetation than a more foiuherly expofure, 
of the lower open countties, bfing (haded by high jjplls from the rays of the fun even 
at mid-day'for months together, fo that with regard to other vegetitblcs nature ylfibly 
continues longer in- a torpid ftate there than in other phizes ot jhe fame latitude. 
This dead ftate of naturb for fo long a time yearly appears to me ncctilary to lorm'the 
firength and health of this particular fpecies of timber. No doubt they may at firft 
Ihow a gratefulnefs ,for b^ter foil and moreriun by {hooting out fpontancoufly, but i/ 
the plJnt or tree is fo altered by this luxury that it cannot attain any degree ol pcitec- 
tion fit for the purpofes intended, the attempt certainly proves in vain. 


From 
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From what is f:dd above, it is not at all my intention to difluade from planting Scotch lir, 
but to encourage thofe that have the proper foil and lituation to do fo, being of opinion 
that where thefe circumftances agree, and there, planting notin lines, but irregularly and 
thicker than common, the trees will come to be of equal fize and value with the natu- 
ral ones. In confidence of this, I have planted feveral millions on the fides.of hills out 
of reach of feed from the natural firs, 

APPENDIX. — Number II. 

0/" Elgin and the Shi,re of Murray. 

By the Rev. Mr. Shaw, Minifler of Elgin. 

THE parifli of Elgin can afibrd little matter for anfwering Mr. Pennant’s queries, 
and therefore I extend my view through the whole province or country of Murray, ex- 
tending by the coafl from the river of Spey to the eaft j to the river of Beauly to the weft, 
which is the boundary of the province of Rofs : and extending to the fouth-vreft as far 
as the north end of Eoch-Lochy, and comprehending the countries of Strathfpey, Bade- 
noch, Strathern, Strath-nairn, and Strath-nerick, all which were the feats of the an- 
cient Moravienfes. I /hall make my anfwers to the queries in order, and advance no- 
thing but what confifts with my perfonal knowledge, or for which I have unqueftionable 
authority. 

I. This province is naturally divided by the rivers of Spey, I.ofley, Findern, Naim, 
Nefs, and Beauly. The river of Spey rifing on the borders of Lochaber is more than 
fixty Scotch miles, or a hundred Engli/h in length, but too rapid to be navigable. 
Upon this river great floats of fir and birch wood are carried down to the firth % the 
float is guided by a man fitting in a courach, of which Solinus, cap. 22. fays of the 
Irifli, “ Navigant viinineis alveis, quos citcumdant ambitione tergorum bubulorutn,” a 
fliort but exadt defeription of the courach. It is in lhape oval, about four feet long and 
three broad, a fmall keel from head to ftern, a few ribs crofs the keel, and a ring of 
pliable w'ood round the lip of it, the whole covered with the rough hide of an ox or a 
horfe. The rower fits on a tranfverfe feat in the middle, and holds in his hand a rope, 

' the end of which is tied to the flbat, and with the other hand hi manages a paddle, and 
‘ ke^s the float in deep w'ater and brings it to fhore when he pleafes. The rivers of 
LolIey^Findera and Naim, have nothing remarkable in them, but the rive r of Ifj lefs is 
obfervable on the following accounts, viz. Itjrunsfrom LoefivNefs, a Icxe "23 miles 
long, and from 2 to 3 broad ; this loch is fed by a river runmlig from Loch-Eoch, into 
which a river falls from Loch-Garrie; into which a river enters from Loch-Queich : 
Loch-Nefs and the river running from it never freeze, but the water is warm in the 
keeneft froft. There are many other lakes in this province, of which one called the 
lake Dundelchack is remarkable : the inhabitants of tfie neighbourhood. told me that 
this lake is never covered with ice before the month of January, but in that month and 
February one night’s ftrong froft covers it all over with ice : this lake /lands in the parilh 
of Durris, within two miles of Loch-Nefs. On theeaft fide Sf Loch-nefs, a large mile 
above the loch, is the water-fall of ^oher, where the river Feach Len falls over a fteep 
rock about So feet in bright ; and the water breaking upon.the /helves, rarifies like a 
fog. Ill this province are iejreral chalybeate mineral fprings, as at Tinland in Lambridc 
parilh, at Auchterblare in Duthel parift, aj( Reiugos in Edenkfely pari/h, at Muretown in 
invernefs pari/h. ^ 


II. tn 


7 



rXMMAKT*S TOUR m SCOTLAND. 127' 

II. In the psrlfh of Drainie there is a large cave open to the fea, of a confiderable 
length, breadth, and height. There are many natural caves in the hills, within which 
hunters, herds and thieves take fhelter in time of ftortn ; there is an artifical cave in the 
landi.of i< aits in Badenoch, in which fugitives and thieves were wont to reft ; l)ut it is 
now dernoliihed in part. Of the mountains in this province I Ihall name but two or 
three : the Carngorm in Strathfpey is remarkable for its height, and for the ftoncs found 
upon it ; I have feen thefe (tones of blue, green, yellow, and amber colours ; fome fo 
large as to make big fnuff-boxes or fmall cups ; fome of a hexagonal or pentagonal 
figure, and tapering to a point at each end. Thefe are now well known to the curious 
and to jewellers Another mountain is Benalar in Badenoch, which 1 imagine is tiie 
higheft ground in Scotland, for waters running from it fail into the fea at Dundee, at 
Inverlochy, and at Garmocti in Murray. On the weft fide of Loch-Nefs there is a iiill 
called Meafuarvoney : Mr. Gordon the geographer was impofed upon by being told, 
that it is two miles perpendicular above the lake, and that on the top of it, thc*re is a 
fmall lake which could never be founded, and communicates with Loch>Nefs : but I 
can alTure you it is not near one mile above the loch', and there is no fuch lake on the 
top of it. For pidlurefque feenes, worth drawing, I know none except Loch-Nefs 
with the rocks, woods, cafeades of rills of water, and fome plots of corn land, on both 
Tides of the loch, which make a delightful feene to one failing the loch in the King’s 
yatcht, or in a torge. 

III. No earthquake, that I can learn, was ever felt in this province. No whirlwind 
any way remarkable : there are feveral echoes, but fcarcely worth the mentioning. 
About the 1 733 or 4 , flalhes of lightning fo (truck the houfe of Innes near Elgin, as by 
entering into crevices in the wall to drive out big (tones, likcwife to rent a confiderable 
long vault, and to tofs a large cap>(tone above forty yards from the houfe, as the late Sir 
Harry Innes of that ilk told me. 

IV. The common difeafes in our cojintry are fevers, rheums, cold, fcrofula, kyfteric 
and hypocondriac ; bites of ferpents, and mad dogs. Our natural phyficians cure 
fevers, by making the patient drink plentifully of barley water or wangrefs, and when 
the fever rifes high the patient drinks a large draught of cold water which brings out a 
profufe fweat, that ends in a crifis. For rheums, they twice a-day bathe the part af- 
fefled, pouring cold water upon it, and after it is dried, rubbing it till it is warm, and 
covering it with plalding or flannel. For colds, they keep bed for two days, drinking 
niism^and if they fweat net, they take the cold bath in a river or brook, wliich produces 
fweat. ^’he fcroful^hev find incurable, But in young peribns, by walking often with 
lime water, ‘it cures in a few years, llyfterics and hypocondriacs, in my opinion, are 
the effects of tea, coffer, fiotj) and lazincfs, but thefe diieai'es are never known in our 
Highlands. When «ne is bit by a ferpent or fnake, if he can reach the wound, he fuclft 
the blood, covers the wound, and often foments the part wounded, and members 
round it, with a decoftionof the buds and leaves of afli trees. When one is bit by a 
mad dog, as often happens in the Highlands, he with a razor immediately cuts out the 
flelh of the part wounded, fucks the blood in plenty, and covers the wound with a hand > 
full of cobwebs : or if he has not courage to cqt out4he flelh, apd thereby to prevent 
the pbifon from mixing with thoblood, he caufes die wound to be well fucked, and then 
foments it with warm oil or melted butter. I have feen thefe cut-es performed ijith re- 
markable fuccefs. We have had, fifty years ago, a terrible difeafe called the Civans, 
which broke out into-blolches in feveral parts of the body,, and often turned into a gan- 
grene in the face : this difetfe was brought by the military returning from Flan<h?rs, 
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and w^a. cured only by a plentiful falivation with mercury, but now we are happHy 
Iree from it. , , . , 

V, Jp the parifli of Elgin, William Calanch, a farmer, died about the year t74P> at 
the age of about 1 1 9 years ; we have had many who lived to an 100 years j we have 
fomc who have two thumbs on each hand, or tw'o great toes -on each foot. 

VI. and VII. In this town of Elgin the number of inhabitants increafes, occafioned 
by Grangers living in the borough and many poor people coming from the country 
into it. But in the parift to landward the number appears to dccreafe, by rcafon ol 
tenants taking up larger farms than formerly : the number now is above 5000. 

Vin. The corns railed in this province are wheat, barley, oats, peas and beans, and 
rye. Of thefe in good years we have enough to lerve*the country, and to export above 
2r,cco bolls, befides ferving the Highland countries. Our manufactures are linen in 
confidcrable quantities, wool and common Auffs, and now at Invemefs a flouriihing 
fail manufadory, and a ropery. Our filhery is conlidefable, for of white or fea-hlh 
there is gi'cat plenty to ferve the country and towns, and foinetiines to export a little. 
'And our falraon on the rivers of Spey, Findem, Nefs, and Beauly, ferves the towns 
and country, and we export annually to the value of about 1 2 , 0 Qpl. • 

IX. Near the frith, tile farmers manure with fea ware or weeds, which produces 

richly ; in other parts they ufe marie, lime, dung of cattle, and in the Highlands tathing, 
i. e. keeping their cattle in fumnicr and autumn within pinfolds oh barren or reded 
ground, that by their dung they may enrich the foil ; and in manf parts they ufc 
green earth mixed with the dung of black cattle and horfes. » 

X. We cu'tivate Ibme hemp, much flax, of which we not only make linen for home 
confumption, and have thfee bleaching fields within the province, bcfidcs private 
bleaching, but wc fell great quantities of linen yam to the merchants of Glafgow and 
others. We likewife cultivate potatoes in.f;reat plenty to ferve the country. 

XI<' From the Lowlands of the province few pr no cattle are fent out of the country, 
but from the Highland glens and valleys, fevcral hundreds of black cattle, feme horfes, 
but no fwine, are annually fold into England and the fouthern counties of Scotland. 

XII. There are in this province feveral fmall mounts or motes, of which I cannot 
determine whetheiwiny of them be artificiaf of not ; they generally Hand about 40 paces 
one from another ; I lhall name only the following : viz. Near the town of Elgin 
are two little mounts called the fliooting-buts, and two of the fame kind are near the 
kirk of Petty. I am inclined to think, that, before the im'ention of fire-amjj tlrfi 
were marks for Ihooting at with bows and arrows ; but that in ifrlP of Drui^m, they 
were the feats on which the Druids met to determine queftions in law and property j 
and they are in the Gaelic language called Tonriavoed, i. e. the court hill } and in the 
Touth, tlVy are called Laws^ as North Berwick Law, Largo Law^ &c. I may add the 
Omnis terra, or Mote-hill Scoon. We have few military entrenchments worth the 
intntioning, as /he ETohians eneamped little, if at all, fo far north. Druidical circles 
have been very frequent in this province. The ftones were generally about four feet 
•in length, and eighteen inches in breadth ; for the moft part, the ftones are removed 
l>y the country pfiople, and I fliall name but one or two ; viz. at Stpnny-field near In- 
vernefs, there was a large circle about thirty feet diameter, fomeof the ftones *as yet 
Hand., In DurWs, at^he north end oflA>ch>Ne(i;, is a Druid temple of three concentric 
circles : in all thefe druidical oircl^,' 4 here was an altar-ftone at the centre, but that at 
Durris is taken away, and near the centre k a hollowed ftone, whiclr either was a laver 
to Waih in, or a bafon to receive the'blood of the facrifice. * Beiides circles, there were 
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many druidical curnsin this country, on which, at their folemn feftivah, they offered 
iheir facrifices } thefe cairns were about five feet high, and about thirty feet in cir- 
cumference, and hedged around with Hones pitted in the earth to prevent the falling 
out of the Hones of the cairn ; fuch a cairn Hands in the parKh of Alves, four miles 
from Elgin ; another in the parilh of Bimey, two miles from that town ; and two or 
three near Averaore, in the pariih of Diithel in Strathfpey. From ihefc circles and 
cairns many churches are to this day called Clachan, i. e. a colleftion of Hones ; and 
as they Hood in time of druidifm in groves and woods, a church in Wales was called 
Lhan, probably from Lhuin a grove. There is within a half-mile to the call of the town 
of Forres, an obclifk called Seven’s Hone. The height of it cannot now with certainty 
be known, it is faid to be twelve feet funk in the corn-field. When fome years ago it was 
likely to fall, the Countefs of Murray caufed it to be creeled, and much funk to pre- 
vent falling : it is about twenty- three feet above ground, about four feejt broad ; what 
is above ground is vifibly divided into feven parts, whereof the lowed is almolt hid by 
tlie Hones fupporting it j the fecond divifion contains many figures, but much defaced j 
in the third compartment are figures of men, and fome of beads w'irii human heads ; 
the fourth contains enfigns and military weapons ; and in the fifth, fixth, and feventh, 
the figures are fcarce difcerniblc; on tne reverfe there is a crofs, beneath w'hich are two 
human figures of a Gothic form j this feems to be a monument of a battle fought in 
that place, by King Malcolm II. of Scotland againH the Danes, about the year 1008. 
I’here.are about tw'O or three obeliiks of fix or feven feet high below the kirk of Alves, 
probably as monuments of Ikirmilhes, and. the burying of men of fome figure. 

XlII. In this province we had two bifhopricks, one abby, three priories, once pra:- 
ceptory, and feveral convents. The firH bifliopric was that of Murthlack, now Mort- 
lich, eroded by K. Male. II. An. 1010, when he had given a total defeat to the Danes 
in that valley : the diocefe confiHed only of three pariflies, and after three bidiops had 
ferved there it was tranfiated to Abeitleen, an. 1 1 42. As an account of it will be 
fully given by others, 1 infiH not further. 

The fecond biflioprick was that of Murray. In the fourth century the bifhop af- 
feded a pre-eminence over his fellow prelbyters, and an equality in many things to 
fovereign princes : a» princes had their thrones, were crowned, wore crowns, had their 
palaces, their minlHcrs of Hate, their privy council, and their fubjc£Is ; fo bifliops had 
a folium, a confccration, a mitre, palaces, dignified clergy, chapter, and inferior clergy. 
TllBTp!l^rf>pal biHiop^ of Murray, was, in my opinion, ereded by K. Alexander I . } and 
the bithops of it wereln fucceHion. 

(1.) Gregorius, who is a witnefs in a charter of K. David I. to Dumfermline, con- 
firming K. Alexander’s charter* to that abby ; there he is called Gregorius Moravienfiff 
KpHcopus : and in the foundation charter of the priory of Schoon, an. 1115, Grego- 
rius Epifeopus is a witnefs, who- probably was the fame, with the formerly mentioned. 

(a.) William was made apoHolic legate, an. 1159, and died 1 162. 1 find not what 
time he was confecrated. 

(3.) Felix, is witnefs in a charter by K. William, Wiliclmo Jilio frejketiy dc terrisy de 
Strablocky Rofoily Injlikck, Duffus Macharcy et Kintray. He died about an. 1 1 70. 

(4.) Simeon dc Toney, monk of Melrofe, eleded 1171, and died aiv 1184, l\e was 
buried in Birncy. , 

(5.) Andrew, confecrated an. 1184, and died 1185. 

(6.) Richard, confecrated, Idi. Martii, an. 1187, Hugo bifliop of St. AndrevVs, 
and died an. 1203, and was buried in Spynie. 

von. HI. s Cr*) Brlcius 



TOtJR IN SCOTLAND. 


'130 

(y.) Bricius, brother of WiUiam lord of Douglas, and prior of Leifmahego, elected 
an. 1203, and died an. 1222, and was buried at Spynie. He had reprffcnted to the 
pope that the former bi/hops had no fixed fee, or cathedral) fome refiding at Birney, 
ibme at Ktnnedar, and foine at Spynie ; and he obtained that Spynie (hould be the 
the bifhop’s fee ; he appointed the dignified clergy and canons, and founded a college 
of canons, eiglit in number. 

(8.) Andrew (fon of William Murray of Duffus, dean of Murray,) confecrated 
an. 1223. He founded the cathedral church at Elgin, added.iburtcen canons to the 
college, and afligned manfes and prebends for them, and for the dignified clergy, and 
died an. 1242. 

Here it will be proper to give fome account of the cathedral church at Elgin, for 
it docs not appear that Briceus built any church at Spynie. Bilhop Andrew was 
not pleafed wi^ the fituation of Spynie for a cathedral, and therefore petitioned the Pope, 
that, becaufe the diflance from the burgh of Elgin, which would divert the canons 
from their facred fundiofls to go and buy provifions in the burgh, that he might allow 
the cathedral to be tranflatcd to the Ecelefta fanSla Trinitath ^rope Elgin : POpe Ho- 
norius granted his requefl, and by his bull dated 4'* Idu* Aprilis 1224 empowered the 
bifhop of Caithnefs, and the dean of Rofemarky, to make the dcfired tranflation. 
Thefe met at the place dcfired, on the 14th of the kalends of Augufl, an. 1224 ; and 
finding it ** in cemmodum Ecelefta** declared the church of the holy Trinity to be the 
cathedral church of the diocefe of Murray in all times coming : it is faid that bi> 
Ihop Andrew laid the foundation-done of the church on the fame day above- 
mentioned, but it does not appear what the form or dimenfions of that firft church 
were. 

(9 ) Simon dean of Murray fucceeded and died 1252, and was buried in the choir 
of the cathedral near to bifhop Andrew. 

(10.) Archibald dean of Murray, confecrafed ap. 1253, December 5th, 

an. 1 298, and was buried in the choir. This Infliop having no palace, built one at 
Kinnedar, and lived there. In his time William Earl of Rofs, having done great harm 
to the parfon of Petty, was obliged to do penance, and for reparation gave the lands 
of Catholl in Rofe to the liifhops of Murray in perpetuum. 

(ii.) David Murray, confecrated at Avignon in France, by Boniface VIII. anno 
1299, and died January 20, anno 1325. 

(12.) John Pilmore, confecrated 3” kal. Aprilis, anno died atSpyfltSon 

Michaelmas-eve, 1362. 

(13.) Alexander Bar, dodor decretorum, confecrated by Urban V. an. 1362, died 
*at Spynie, May 1397. In his time, viz. an. 1390, Xlexandei; Stewart (fon of king 
Robert II.) lord Badenocl^ commonly called the Wolf of Badenoch, keeping violent 
poiTefEon of the bifhop's lands* in that country, was excommunicated ih refentmont, in 
the month of May, an. 1390. He with his followers burnt the town of Forres, with 
’ the choir of that church, and the archdeacon’s houfe ; and in June that year burnt 
the town of Elgin, |he church 43f St.^Giles, the hofpital of Maifon-Dieu, the cathodr.il 
church, with eighteen houfes of the canons in the college of Elgin. . For this he was 
mado to do penancS, and, upon his humble fubmiflion, he was abfolved by Walter 
Trail, bifhop of St. Andrews, in the black friars church of Perth (being firft received 
at the door, barefoot, and in fackcloth, and again before the high altar in prefonce of 
tUb king and his nobles,) on condition that he would make full reparation to the bifhop 
and church of Murray, and obtain abfolution from the pope. Bifhop Bar began the 

B rebuilding 



pennakt’s tour m bcotlakd. *31 

rebuilding of the church, and every canon contributed to it, as did every parifli in the 
diocefe. 

Cl 4.) WilHam Spynie, chanter of Murray, D.I. C. confecrated at Avignon by 
Benedid the IXth, Sept. 13th, 1397, and died Aug. 20th, an. 1406. He carried on 
the reparation of the cathedral, but the troubles of the times caufed it to make flow- 
advances. On July 3, an. 1402, Alexander III. fon of the lord of the ifles, plundered 
Elgin, burnt many houfes, and fiJOiled the houfes of the canons : he was excommu* 
nicated, and offered a fum of gold, as did every one of his captains, and he received 
abfolution : this money was applied for erecting a crofs and a bell in that part of the 
canonry which lies next the bridge of Elgin. 

(15.) John Innes, parfon of Duffus, archdeacon of Caithnefs, and LL. D. was con- 
fecrated* by Benedict the Xlllth, Jan.- 22d, an. 1406, and died April 25th, an. 1414, 
and was buried in his own ille in the cathedral, where his (latue at large ftill remaii.s 
with this infeription, “ Hie jacet reverendus in Cbrijla Pater et Dminiu D. Johanna 
Ifines de hmes^ hujus ecclefta Epifeopusy qui hoc notabile opus incepit^ ef per feptennium adifi- 
ravit.** He built that ille and a part of the great fteeple or tower. After his death, 
the chapter met, and all were fwom, that on whomlbever the lot fhouid fall to be 
bifhop, he fhouid annually apply one third of his revenues until the building of the 
cathedral fhouid be finifhed. 

(16.) Henry Leighton, parfon of Duffus, andLL. D. was confecrated in Valentia 
by Bendi^ XIII. March 8th, an. 141 5 : he dUigently carried on the building, and finifhed 
the great tower, and was tranllatcd to Aberdeen, an. 1425. The cathedral church 
having been completely finifhed in the time of this bifhop, I fhall here deferibe that 
edifice, which was all in the Gothic form of architedure. It flood due eaff and well, in 
the form of a paffion or Jerufalem crofs : the length of it 264 feet ; the breadth 35 feet ; 
the length of the traverfe j 14 feet. The church was ornamented with five towers, 
whereof two parallel towers flood ofl the well end, one in the middle, and two at 
the eafl end : the two well towers Hand entire in the Hone work, and are each 84 feet 
high ; what the height of the fjHres was I do not find ; probably they were of w'ood, 
and fell down long fince. The great tower in the centre of the nave flood on two 
arched pillars croflidg at top, and was including the fpires, 1 98 feet in height ; the 
two turrets in the eall end are flill entire, and each has a winding flaircafe leading to 
a channel or paffage in the walls round the whole church. The height of the fide- 
walls is 36 feet. great entry was betwixt the two towers in the well end ; this 

gate is a concave ar^ 24 feet broad in bafe, and 24 in height, terminating in a fliarp- 
angle ; on each ffde of the valves in the fweep of the arch are 8 round, and 8 fluted 
pilallers, 6i feet high» adorned with a chapiter, from which arife 16 pilallers that meet 
in the key of the arch. Each valve of the door was 5 feet broad, and about i o feet 
high. To yield light to this large building, befides |he ^reat windows in the porti- 
cos, and a row of windows in the wall above, each 6 feet high, there was above the 
gate a window of an acute angled arch 1 9 feet broad in bafe, and 27 in height ; and 
in the call end between the turrets, a row of five pacallel windows, each 2 feet broad 
and to high } above thefe five more each 7 feet high, and ove!* thefe a circular win- 
dow near 10 feet diameter: the grand gate, the windows, the* pillars, the projecting 
table, pedeftals, cordons, are adorned with foliage, gr|pes, and other carvings. Tin* 
traverfe, in length as above, feems to have been built by the families of Dunbar and 
Innes, for the north part of it is called the Dunbar’s ific, and the fouih part the lanes’ 
ifle. 
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The chapter-houfe, in which the bifliop's privy Council met, (lands on the north 
fide of the choir : it is a curious piece of architefture, communicating with the choir 
by a vaulted veftry. The houl'e is an exaft oftagon, 34 feet high, and the diagonal 
breadth within walls 37 feet : it is almod a cube arched and vaulted at top, and the 
whole'arched roof fupported by one pillar in the centre of the houfe. Arched pillars 
from every angle terminated in the grand pillar, which is 9 feet in circumference, 
cruded over with 1 6 piladers, and 24 feet high ; adorned with a chapiter from which 
arife round pillars that ip read along the roof, and join at top ; and round the chapiter 
are engraven the arms of feveral bilhops. There is a large window in each of the feven 
(ides, the eighth fide communicating, as was faid, with the choir ; and in the north 
wall are five dalls cut in nitches for the bidiop’s miniders of date, viz. the dean, 
chapter, archdeacon, chancellor, and treafurer, the dean's dall raifed a dep higher than 
the other four. This drufture of the cathedral came to decay in the manner follow- 
ing ; viz. The Regent Earl of Murray being obliged to levy Ibme forces, and being 
ilraitened in money, appointed by his privy council February 14, 1567, 8, the iherilFs 
of Aberdeen and Murray, with other gentlemen, to take the lead, thatch or covering 
off the cathedrals of Aberdeen and Murray, and to fell it for paying the troops, which 
was done, and (hipped for Holland ; but the (hip foon after launched in the lea, funk 
with the lead, which it is thought was done by a fuperditious Roman catholic who was 
captmn of it. Of this whole edifice, the chapter-houfe, the walls of the choir, the 
wedern dccples, and the eadem turrets remain as yet entire, but the (ide walls of 
the nave and the traverfe, are mod part fallen, and Peace Sunday, an. 17 1 1, the great 
tower or (leeple in the middle fell from the foundation. 

The cathedral dood within the precinft of the college, near the river fide of LoflTey ; 
thisprecin^ was w'allcd round with a drong done wall, and was about 1000 yards in 
circumference, a part of the walls dill remains entire j it had four gates, every one of 
which probably had (as is apparent the eadern fiad) an iron gate, a portcullis, and a 
porter’s lodge : within the prccinft the dignified clergy and all the canons had houfes 
and gardens, and without the precinct, towards the town of Elgin, there was a fmall 
burrow with a crofs, where the churchmen purchafed their provifions. The bifhop’s 
palace dood at bpynie a large mile from Elgin ; w'hen it dood entire, it was the mod 
ilately I have feen in any diocefe in Scotland. The area of the buildings was an ob- 
long fquare of 60 yards ; in the fouth-wed comer dood a drong tower vaulted, the 
wall 9 feet thick, with an eafy winding dair-cafe, a cape>houfe at to]2..with a battlement 
round. In the other three corners are fmall towers with narrow fi^ms. In the fouth 
fide of the area, there was a chapel and tennis-court ; aijd in other parts were (fables 
afld all neceifary offices. The gate' or entry was in the middle ef the ead wall, fe- 
cured by an iron grate and a portcullis ; over the gate dand the arms of bilhop John 
Innes and the initial letters orhisjname, which affords a conje£lure that he was the fird 
who built any part of this court. Around the palace was a fpacious .precinft, with 
gardens, and walks, and which now pay twelve pounds derliug to the crown. The 
lands of Spynie and the prtcincl.wcre granted by the crown to one gentleman after 
another till the revolution, and fince tfiat time, the precinft. continues in the crown, 
and the.lands belong fb Mr. Brodie of Spynie, now of Brodie ; but the iron grate, 
the roof, the joifts, and all the timber-work were carried off by the former leffees, and 
now all is in decay. 

'Ike dit^efe of Murray comprifed the counties of Murray.and Naim, and the great- 
ed part' of the counties of Bamif and Invernefs, and had fifty-fix padoral charges. 
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What the revenue of this bifhoprick was before the reformation cannot now be well 
known ; for Patrick Hepburn, the lad popiih biihop, fewed and fold at lead a third 
part of the lands of the bifhoprick, including what he was obliged to give to the Re< 
gent of Scotlwd, an. 1568, for harbouring his intercommuned uncle James Ea^l of 
Bothwell, who married our unfortunate Q. Mary, an. 1563, when an account of all 
dignified clergy’s revenues was called in by the parliament, the revenues of the bi- 
(hoprick of Murray, as then given up, were as follows: viz. In money, 1646I. 7s. yd. 
Scots; wheat 10 boils; barley, 77 chalders, 6 bolls, 3 firlots, and 2 pecks; oats, 2 
chalders, 8 bolls ; falmon, 8 lafts ; poultry, 223. Befides the emoluments of the 
regality of Spynie, and of the commiffaries of Spynie and Invemefs, and the great tcinds 
of the parilh of Elgin, and of St. Andrew’s in Murray, Ogdon, Laggon, and the 
bifhop’s lhare of the revenues of the common kirks. 

The only abby we had was at Kinlofs, which ftood in what is now called the parilh 
of that name. It was founded by K. David I. lo""® kal. Januarii, an. 1 150. The abbot 
was mitred, and had a feat in parliament ; the monks were of the Ciftercian order, 
called Monachi Albi. K. David endowed it, as did K. William, with many lands. 
Afelinus was the firft abbot, and Robert Reid was the laft. The revenues of the 
abby, an. 1561, were found to be, in money, 1 152I. is. od. Scots ; barley and meal, 
47 chalders, 1 1 bolls, i firlot, and 3 pecks ; oats 10 bolls, 3 firlots ; wedders, 34 ; 
geefe, 41 ; capons, 60 ; and poultry, 125. The abbot_ had a regality within the abby 
lands ; Mr. Edward Bruce was made commendator, and afterwards lord of Kinlofs, 
an. 1 604 ; from whom Alexander Brodie of Lethen purchafed the lands of Kinlofs, 
and the fuperiority of the other abby lands. The ruins of the building are fo fmall, 
that it cannot be known what it was when entire; for an. 1651 and 1652, the ftones 
of it were fold, and carried to build Cromwell’s fort at Invernefs, and nothiitg now 
remains but confufed ruins. 

The oldefl; priory we had in this province was at Urquhart, three miles eaft of Elgin. 
It was founded by K. David I. an. 1125, in honour of the Trinity. It was a cell of 
Dumfermline with Benedi£line monks. K. David endowed it liberally. The revenues 
thereof were not given up in an. 1563, and fo I can give no account of them. Ihc 
priory lands were ereffed into a regality, but no veftige of the buildings now remains. 
In 1565, Alexander Seton was made commendator, and 1591, created Lord Urquhart, 
and an. 1605 Earl of Dumfermline; but the honours being foifeiioJ in 1C90, Seton 
of Barns claimed the4;2^fhip, and about an. 1730 it was purchafed by the family of 
Gordon. 

The next priory was at Plufijarden, founded by K. Alexander II. an. 1230, and ^ 
named Valiis Sanai Attdm. It was planted by Monaebi Vallis Caitlium. None but the ^ 
prior and procurator were allowed to go without the precindl ; the monks becoming 
vicious were expelled, and other monks brought from Dumfermline. Ihe lands of 
this priory were very confiderable, and they had a grangia and a cell of monks at 
Grange-hill. The revenue of this priory, given up an. 1563, was m money 
5251.^1 os. » Id. Scots; wheat, i chalder, 1 boll, ;2 firlots ; malt, .meal, and barley, 
51 chalders,' 4 bolls, 3 firlots, i peck; oats, 5 chalders, 13 bolls; dry multures, 9 
chalders, 11 bolls; falmon, 30 ^ he buildings ftood four miles S.*W. fion\the 
town of Elgin, in a warm valley called the glen of Plufearden. 'I'he walls of the pre- 
cindl make a large fquare, and are pretty entire. Ihe church ftands about the middle 
of the fquare, a fine edifice in the form of a crofs, with a fqnarc tower, all of hevicfi 
aflilar. The oratory and refeftory join to the fouth end of the church, under whic-.i is 
the dormitory. The chapter-houfc is of curious work, an oftagonal cube, 
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fupported by one pillar, all as yet entire. They had a regality in the priory lands and a 
diftind regality in Grange.hill, called the regality of Stanoforenoon. At the reforma- 
tion Sir Alexander Seton was, An. 1565, made commendator. The lands of Piufcar- 
den gnd Old Miins near Elgin palTed through feveral hands, and are now the property 
of James Earl of Fife. 

The third priory was at Kingufie, founded by George Earl of Huntly, about an. 
1490. Of what order the monks were, or what were the revenues of the priory, I 
have not learned. The few lands belonging to it being the donation of the family of 
Huntly, were at the reformation re-alTumed by them, and continue to be their property. 

There were likewife within this province feveral convents of religious orders. In 
the town of Elgin were Grey Friars, Black Friars, Red Friars, Templars Houfes, and 
a Nunnery of the religious of St. Catherine of Sienna. There were other convents at 
Forrers and Invemefs. 

Clofe by the town of El^n flood the pircceptory of Maifon-Dieu. It was a hofpital 
for entertaining ftrangers, and maintaining poor infirm people. The buildings are 
now gone to ruins, 'rhey had conflderable lands in the parlfhes of Elgin, Laubride, 
Knockando, and Dundurkus, all which were by King James VI. and Charles I. 
granted to the town of'EIgin, and now hold few of them. 

In this province we had four royal forts ; the hrfl flood on a round hill that over- 
looks the town of Elgin ; and fome of the walls, all of run lime, do as yet remain. 
The Earls of Murray fince the year 1313 were conflables of it, and had conflderable 
lands for their falary. Thdr office continued till 1 748, when heritable offices were an- 
nexed to the crown, and now they have no more but the bill called Lady hill, which 
yields a fmall rent annually. Another fort flood in the town of Naim, but no vefliges 
of it now remain. Mr. Campbell of Calder (and formerly the Thanes of that ilk) was 
conftabic, and in 1748 was paid a compenfation for that office. The third fort was at 
Invernefsi of which the Earls of Rofs were formerly conflables ; and after their for- 
feiture, the Earl of Huntly obtained the office of conflable, with very conflderable 
lands as a faliry, and continued to be conflable till 1629. J need not here fpcakof 
Cromwell’s fort at Invernefs, of which no doubt others will give a full account. The 
fourth fort was at Urquhart, on the wefl-fide of Loch-Nefs : the buildings were pretty 
large, and in a groat part as yet Hand. In the time of David II. Alexander Does was 
governor of this fort ; afterwards, Chifblm of that ilk was governor ; but lince the 
middle of the fifteenth century I do not find it had any governoj:.-and now the lands of 
Urquhart are the property of Sir Ludowick Grant of Granff BefidesThefc forts we 
had many old caftles within this province commonly galled Fortalicia. One Hood at 
' Duffus, three miles north of Elgin, and was the feat of the chief of the Moravienfes as 
early as the eleventh century. The caftle flood on a green mote, on the bank of the 
loch of Spynic : it was a fquare, the wall about 20 feet high, and 5 feet thick, with a 
parapet, a ditch, and a draw bridge : within the fquare were buildings of timber for ac- 
commodating the family, and alfo neceflary offices. 'Fhe walls are as yet pretty entire. 
Such Fortahees were alfo at Balveny in tl» parifli of Murtlich, at Abenjethy in that 
parifh, at Lnchiniiorb in the parifh of Cromdil, at Raet in Nairn parilh, and at Ruthven 
in KJn^ufie pa^ifli. ‘All which were large fquares, and many rooms built with timber 
w'ithin the walls. , 

I fliall give no account of the modern forts of Fort George at Arderfair, or Fort 
Aftiggllus at the fonth end of Loch-Nefs, and fhall only, deferibe a promontory in the 
pariDi of Duffus, four miles from Elgin. Our hiftorians call it Burgus, it juts into the 
fritli, and rifes above low water about fixteen yards. To the weft and north it is a per- 
pendicular 
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pendicular rock, to the eaft the afeent is deep hut graify, to the fouth towards land the 
afeent is more eafy. I'he area ou the top" is near a rettangular figure, in length about 
too yards, and in breadth about 50. After the Danes had defeated the Scots army at 
Forres about an. 1008, they fent for their wives and children, and made this promon- 
tory an afylum to them and a place of arms. It was at top furrounded with a (Irong 
rampart of oaken logs, of which fomc are 21s yet digged up ; by a trench cut on the 
fouth fide they brought the foa round the promontory, and within this, had other 
trenches, and they fortified it to the ead. The trenches are now filled up. After the 
battle of Mortlich in the year 1010, the Danes abandoned it, and left the country of 
Murray. To return. 

(17.) Columba Dunbar fucceeded and died An. 1435. 

(t8.) John Winchefter, L. B. and chaplain to King James IT. was confecrated 1438, 
and died 1458. In 1452, the King erefted the town of Spynie into a free burgh of 
barony, and erefled all the lands of the bifhoprick into the regality of Spynie. 

(19.) James Stewart, dean, confecrated 1458, died an. 1460. 

(20.) David Stewart, parfon of Spynie, fucceeded in 1461, built the high tower of 
the palace, and died an. 1475. 

(21.) William Tulloch, tranflated from Orkney, an. 1477, was Lord Privy Seal, 
and died 1482. 

( 32 .) Andrew Stewart, dean of Murray and Privy Seal, fucceeded an. 1483, and 
died 1498. 

(33.) Andrew Forman, commendator of Dry Burgh, fucceeded an. 1501, and was 
tranflated to St. Andrew’s an. 1514. 

(24.) James Hepburn fucceeded, and died an. 1524. 

(25.) Robert Shaw, fon of Sauchy, and abbot of Paifly, was confecrated 1 525, 
and died 152'S. 

. (26.) Alexander Stewart, fon of the Duke of Albany, fucceeded, and died an. 

* 535 - 

(37.) Patrick Hepburn, uncle to James Earl of Bothwell, and commendator of 
Scoon, was confecrated an. 1 5^7. He dilapidated, fewed, or fet in long leafes a great 
part of the church lands, and died An. 1573, on the 2Cth June. 

I have feen fevcral catalogues of the popilh bilhops of Murray, both printed and manu* 
feript, but all imperfeft ; comparing thefe with the writings of Sir James 1 )alrymple. 
Sir Robert Sibbald, Bifhop Keith, the chartulary of Murray, and the chronicle of Mel 
Rofs, the above catsrtu^e may I think be depended upon. To return to the quseries. 

XIV. There are in this province manufeript hifiories of feve^al families, which 
might be of fome fervice in compiling a general hillory ; as of the families of Dunbar,. 
Innes, Brodie, Calde/, Kilravock, M^Intofli, and Grant. With regard to ancient 
weapons, I have feen in the houfe of Grant, of Kilravock, and in other houfes, fteel 
helmets, habergeons, and coats of mail, and of buff leafher. Adder (tones, glafs beads,. 
&c. are but amulets not worth regarding. 

XV. I know not one picture worth regarding, except a picture of the Virgin Mary ’ 

in the houfe of Caftle Grant. • • • 

XVI. No battle in the parifh of Elgin, but many within this province, as at Forres, 
about an. 1008, betwixt the Scots and Danes; at Mortlich, an. 10*0, between the 
fame; at Spey-mouth, an icyS, the King againft the Moravienfes ; again an. iiio, 
againft the fame people; and, an. ij6o, on the Muir of L^rquhart, King Malcolm 
IV. againft the fame Moravfenfes ; at Cleanlochlochie, an. 1 544, betwixt the Frazers 
and M‘Donalds; at Glenlivot, an. 1594, the King againft the Earls of Huntly, 

Errol, 
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Errol, and Angus; at Auldem, an. 1645, covenanters agatnft Montrofe ; at 
CromdeU an. 1690, the Kings troeps againll the Highlanders and at Culloden, an. 
1745, the Duke of Cumberland againflt the rebels. 

XVII, Druidifm having been the form of religion in this country before Chriftianity, 
therpeople ftill retain Tome fupcrilitious cuP^oms of that Pagan religion. As Belrtien : 
on the iirft of May the herds of feveral farms gather dry wood, put fire to if, and dance 
three times fouthways about the pile. In the middle of June farmers go round their 
grounds with burning torches in memory of the Cercalia. On Hallow even they have 
feveral fuperilitious cufioras. At the full moon in Ma> ' , they cut withes of the mifle> 
toe or ivy, make circles of them, keep them all yc and pretend to cure hcdicks and 
other troubles by them. And at marriages and baptifms they make a procefllon around 
the church, Deafoil, i. e. funways, becaufe the fun was the immediate object of the 
Druids’ worfhip. 

XVlll. Their fports are hunting, firing at marks, foot-ball, club-ball, &c. And the 
only annual fellival they obferve is Chrillmas ; fpent mure as the Saturnalia were of 
old, than as Chrill’s birth ought to be. 

XIX. We have no true marie in this country, nor any albellus : but we have granite, 
talcum, lapis fpecularis, and at Stadtfield within four miles of Elgin there was lately 
found lead ore, and in Glen-garry they have for feveral years had an iron forge and 
made pigs of iron ; likewife about 40 years ago, a company from England fet up a mill 
and forge for iron in Abemethy in Strathfpey, and made very good bars of iron, but 
through their own extravagance they abandoned it. There is through all this province 
great plenty of iron ore. I have often fecn the ignis fatuus, which is a piece of rotten 
birch wood, lying in a mire, and fhining in a dark night, like a flame of firs : likewife 
ignis lambens, which is an unfluous vapour falling upon a man’s wig, or mane of a 
horfe, which fliines bright, but by a flight rub it is extinguiflied. 

XX. Great plenty of the particulars in the 20th quxry may be found on the fea 
coal! in this province, if any will take the trouble to colleft them. 

XXI. I know no fpccies of wood remarkable, and peculiar to this province, except 
Red Slaugh, or fallow, which is no Icfs beautiful than mahogany, and is much more 
firm and tough, and not fo brittle ; it receives a fine polifli, and in colour refembles 
light-coloured mahogany ; it grows in rocks, and is very rare. But we have great 
forefls of firs and birches: and as the Grampian hills divide in Athol into one branch 
running northward, and another eaflward ; in the former branch are great woods of 
fir and birch in Breadalbane, Rannoch, Strathfpey, BadenocI^>Glen-morifton, Strath- 
glafs, and Strath-carron in Sutherland ; and i the other branch are luch forefls in 

^ Brae-mor, Glen-Muik, Glen-tanner, &c. I am inclined to think that thefe are the re- 
mains of the ancient Sylva Caledonia. Among other vetegafeles, we have in great 
plenty, in the heaths and woods, the following berries, viz. wild rafps, wild flrawber- 
rics, blueberries, bugberries, "uva urfa, &c. And we have one root 1 cannot but take 
notice of, which we call Carmele ; it is a root that grows in heaths and birch woods to 
' the bignefs of a large nut, and fometimes four or five roots joined by fibres ; it bears a 
green llalk, and a fmall red flo'&'er. iDio, fpoaking of the Caledonians, fays, ** Certum 
cibi genus parant ad omnia, quenr fi ceperint quantum eft unius fabae magnitudo, 
minime efurire* aut ntire folent.” Cmfar de Bel. Civ. lib. 3''®. writes, that Valerius’s 
Ibldiers found a root called Ohara, “ quod admiflum lafte muitam inopiam levebat, id 
ad fiiniliiudinem panis efficiebant.” I am inclined .to think that our Carmele (i. e. 
{'A*et root) is Dio’s Cibi genus, and Caifar’s Chara : I haVe often feenit dried, and kept 
forjourn.ys through hills where no provifions could be had ; I have likewife fecn it 

pounded 
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pounded and infufed, and when yeft or barm is put to it, it ferments, and makes a Ii> 
<juor more agreeable and wholefome than mead. It grows fo plentifully, that a cart 
load of it can ealiiy be gathered, and the drink of it is very balfamic. 

XXII. Sea fowl in this province refort in winter to lakes and lochs, as loch of Spynic, 
Loch'Ncfs, Lorh Nadurb, &c. Eagles and falcons breed in high rocks and inacceTTible 
mountains, as Scorgavc in Kothemurchus. There arjt fome fpedes of fowl?, if not 
peculiar to thfe province, at lead rare in other countries: fuch as, the Caperkyly, as 
large as the domeiiick turkey ; it frequents the fir woods, and perches in the top of 
very tall trees, hut the hen breeds in the heath. Another fowl is- the black cock, 
which frequents birch woods in hills, is of the fize of a capon, of a (hining blue colour : 
it is by fome authors called Gallus Scoticanus. A third fowl is tarmagan, of the fize of 
a partridge, haunts the high rocky hills, is of a colour Ipotted brown and white. Thefe 
three fow ls are very harmlefs, and make delicious food. 

N, B. In anfw'ering quiery IV. it is omitted that our natural phyficians, when they 
find a toe or finger hurt, and beginning to corrupt, they ftrike it off with a chiffeland 
fere the wound with a hot iron, and foon cure it Infiead of bleeding by lancets, they 
fcarify the ficfli about the ancle, and they take blood from the nafal vein by cleaving the 
quill of a hen and binding it into four branches, and fcarifying the nofirils thereby. 
For vomits, they ufe a deco^n of groundfill, of the bark of the fervice tree, and a 
dccodion of Holborn faugh ; and for purgatives, the deco&ion of fervice bark and a 
decodion of mugwort boiled in new whey. In anfwerin^ quxry 1 . I omitted to fay, 
that the river of Bewly was anciently called Farar : it rifes m the hills towards Gleneig, 
and runs through Glenftrathfarar ; and I am inclined to think that in Ptolemy’s Geo- 
graphical 'Fables the Murray frith is called iEftuarium Varans from the river Farar 
(changing the F into V) that falls into the head of it. And the river was called Bewiy, 
when An. 1230, a priory of the monks Vallis Caulium was fettled there, who called 
their feat Beaulieu,!, e. Bello loco ; and then the old name of Farar was difeontinued 
except among the Highlanders. 


, APPENDIX.— Number III. 

The Life of Jamet Crichton^ of Clmie, commonly called the Admirable Crichton *. 

THIS gentleman was defeended from a very ancient family ; his ' ^ther Robert 
Crichton of Clunie aati Elicok, was one of thofe who commanded Queen Mary’s army 
at the battle 6f Langfid'e*in the year 1 v68. He was bom at Clunie f, his paternal in* 
heritance, in the fliire of Pertlv in the year 1551. He was taught his grammar at the 
Ichooi of Perth, and his philofophy at the univerfity of Su Andrews | under Mr. 

* This compilation was fome years ago printed at Aberdeen. IJmve*liad opportunity of comparing it 
with moft of the aothorities quoted in fupport of the hiftory of fo extraordinary a perfun, and find them 
ufed with judgment and fidelity. Exceptinff a few notes^ I prefent it to the readers in the date 1 found it s 
and (hall only acquaint them that the life of this glory of North Britain may be found in the did number 
of the Adventurer, tre<ited in a more elegant, but far Icfs coippreheqfivc manner. ^ 

t The prefent houfe ol Clunie (lands in an ifland in a lake of the fame name. But the old houfe or cadic 
dood on one fide of the water : and its place is dillinguifhed by nothing but a m#und an^ imperfeft moau 
1 [, Vid. Aid. Manut, ]^i'^ Ded Paradox twicer; Did. Criliq. A Hidor. par M. Bayle; Detnpder 
Hid. Eccief. p. 1876. Joan* imperialis Muf. Htftor. p. 341. Sin Thomas Urqoharl’s Viadicatmu of 
the Scots NatioD, &c. 
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John Rutherford *. He had hardly attained to the aoth year of his age, when he had 
run through the whole circle of the fcicnces, and could fpeak and write to perfeaion in 
ten different languages : but this was not all j for he had likewife improved himfelf to 
the utmoft degree in riding, dancing, finging, and playing upon all forts of inftru- 
inents. 

^ Having thus cftablilhcd himfelf at home, his parents fent him abroad to accomplilh 
him further by travelling. And coming to Paris, it is not to be imagined what con- 
fternation he raifed in that famous univerfity ; as we have it from an eye witnefs, who 
gives us this account of it t : “ There came,” fays he, « to the college of Navarre, a 
young man of 20 years of age, who was perfcdly well fecn in all the fciences, as the 
xnofl; learned mailers of the univerfity acknowledged : in vocal and itiftrument.il mufic 
none could excel him, in painting and drawing in colours none could equal him ; in all 
military feats he was moll expert, and could play with the fword fo dexteroully with 
both his hand.s, that no man could fight him ; when he law his enemy or antagonift, he 
would throw himfelf upon him at one jump of 20 or 24 feet diftance : He was a mailer 
of arts, and difputed with us in the fchools of the college upon medicine the civil and 
canon law, and theology ; and although we were above fifty in number, befides above 
three thoufiind that were prefent ; fo ^pointedly and learnedly he anfwered to all the 
queftions that were propofed to him, that none'but they that were prefent can believe 
it. He fpake I.atin, Greek, Hebrew, and other languages mod politely ; lie was 
likewife an excellent horfeman, and truely if a man fhould live an hundred years with- 
out eating, drinking, or fleeping, he could not attain to this man*s knowledge, which 
flruck us with a panick fear ; for he knew more than human nature could well bear • 
he overcame four of the doftors of the church j for in learning none could contell with 
him, and he was thought to be Antichrill.” 

Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty giving an account of this difpute, fays, that 
Crichton, when he came to Paris, caufed fix programs on all the gates of the fchools 
halls and colleges belonging to the univerfity, and on all the pillars and polls before 
the houfes of the mod renowned men for literature in the city, inviting all thofe 
who were well verfed in any art or fcience, to difpute with him in the college of 
Navarre, that day fix weeks, by nine of the clock in the morning, where he Ihouid at- 
tend them, and be ready to anfwer to whatever Ihould be proponed to him in any art 
or fcience, and in any of thefe twelve languat-cs, Hebrew, Syriack, Arabick, Greek 
Latin, Spanilh, French, Italian, Englilh, Dutch, Flemilh or Sclavonian, and that either 
inverfe or profe, at the diferetion of thedifputant j and duri»\;'Sll this tyne indead of 
making a clofe application to his dudies, he minded nothing, but hunting, hawking, 
editing, vaulting, riding of a .well managed horfe, tofliHg the pike, handling the muf-. 
ket, and other military feats, or in hoiife games, fuch as balls, concerts of raofic vocal 
and indrumental, cards, dice, tennis, and the other dive’-fions of youth which fo 
provoked the dudents of the univerfity, that they caufed write beneath the program* 
that was fixt on the Sdrbonne gate, “ If you would meet with this monller of perfec- 
tion, to make fearch for him either in the tavern or bawdy-houfe, is the readied way to- 
find him.” Yet upon the day appointed he met with them in the college of Navarre, 
and acquit himf(|lf beyond expreflion in that difpute, which lalled from nine till fix of 

« AMu» calU Crichton firft coufin to the King, and fayt that b« wu^cducated alone with hia Maielt* 
under Buchanan, Hepburn, Robenfon and Rutherford* " ^ 

f Steph. Patch. Difquif. lib* 5. cap* 23, 


the 
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the cloclc at night : At length, the Prasfes having extolled him highly, for the many rare 
and wtmderful endowments that God and nature had bellowed upon him, he rofe from 
his chair, an(| accompanied by four of the moll eminent profeflbss of the univerfity, 
gave him a diamond ring and a purfe full of gold, as a tcllimotiy of their I we and 
favour, which ended with the acclamations and repeated huzzas of the Ipetlafors, 
And ever after that he was called, the admirable Crichton. And my au^iior luy«, that 
he was fo little fatigued with that day’s difpute, that the very next day he went to the 
Louvre, where he had a match of tilting, an exercife in great rcquell in thofe tld'/s, 
and in the prefence of fome princes of the court of !• ranee, and a great many ladies, 
he carried away the ring fifteen times on end, and broke as many lances on tlie Saracen. 

The learned M. du Launy, in his hillory of the college of Navarre, finding the hif- 
fory of this difpute recorded in a MS. hillory of the college of Navarre, and the like 
account of a Spaniard in Trithemius," confounds the two togetltcr, and rol^s our author 
of the glory of this a£lion, and places it in the year i445» whereas it lliould be in the 
year 1571, as we have reafon to believe, from the authority of thofe that werecotcni- 
porary with him, and knew him, and have recorded this of him ; but we need not be 
furprized at M. du Launy’s denying him the glory of this aclioii, when we rind M. 
Baillet, another learned Frenchman, denying there ever was fuch a man as our author*, 
notwithllanding that Aldus Manutius dedicates his book of Cicero’s paradoxes to him 
in the year 1581, and that the mod of the eminent men in Italy in that age were ac- 
quainted with him, as we (hall Ihow in the remaining |)art of tlie hillory of his life. 
About two years after his difpute at Paris, Trajano Boccalini in his advertifements from 
ParnalTus, tells us, that he came to Rome, Boccalini being then at Rome, himfclf, and 
by a placard which he affixed upon all the eminent places of the city, he challenged all 
the learned men in Rome, in the following terms, “ Nos Jacobus Crichtonus Scotus, 
cuicunque rei propofitac ex improvifo refpondebimus.” That is to fay, he was ready to 
. anfwer any quellion that could be proposed to him, without being previoufly advertifed 
of it. Upon which the wits put a paper in Pafquin’sf hand, endeavouring to ridicule 
him ; but that noways difeouraging him, he came at the time and place appointed by his 
placard, and in the prefence of the pope, many cardinals, bilhops, do£lors of divinity, and 
profeffors in all the fcignccs ; he gave fuch furprifmg inflances of his univerfal know- 
ledge, that they were no lefs furprized with him, than they had been at Paris. 

From Rome he goes to Venice, where he coiitra^ed an intimate friendlhip with 
Aldus Manutius, Laurennius Mafia, Speron Speronius, and fcveral other learned men, 
to whom he prefented>feveral poems in commendation of the city and univerfity, and 
among the re*ll, one to Aldus Manutius, which we have Hill extant in the Deiitise 
Poctarum Scotorum J. This pSoem gave him a very agreeable furprize, being prefented , 
by a ftranger, whom Re judged by the performance to be a perfon of an extraordinary 
genius } but when he came to difeourfe with him, he was ft^uck with admiration, and 
finding him known in every thing, he brought him to the acquaintance of all the people 
of learning of note that were in Venice, and all of them were fo furprized with him, 
that they thought him, as he really was, the wonder of the world, and never (poke of 
him but with admiration ; at length being brouglu befo»e the doge and fenate, he made 

* Hitt. desEnf, Celeb. * • . 

+ The pafqiiinade was to this effed, written beneath the challenge^ And he that wil! fee it let him go 
to the figne of the Faulcun and it b.e (hewn. This, fays Boccalini, made fuch an impreflion on .Crich- 
ton, that he left the place where he was fo grofly affronted as to be put oa a level with jugglers and moun(^ 
bsnksa • 

\ Dclitic Poet, Scot, ubi fujpra. 
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a handfome fpeech to t1im> which bdng accompanied vdth all the graces and beau- 
ties of eloquence and nature * that appeared in his perfon in their utmoil lullre, he 
received the thanks of the fenate, and nothing was talked through the whole city, but 
of this prodigy of nature. Having ftayed for fome time at Venice, he went to Padua to 
vifu'the learned men that were at that famous univerfity ; and he had no fooner jirrived 
there, but there was a meeting of all the learned men in the city, iu th^ houfe of 
Jacobus Moy fills Cornelius, to wait upon him, and converfe with him : He opened the 
affembly with an extemporary poem in praife of the city, univerfity, and the aifembly 
that had honoured him with their prefence at that time ; and after fix hours of a dif- 
pute, which he fuftained againll them, in whatever they could propofe to him in all the 
feiences, he concluded with an extemporary oration in praife of ignorance, that Aldus 
Manutiusf fays that they all thought that they were in a dream, and that he had aU 
mod perfuaded them that it was better to be ignorant, than learned and wife. Some 
time after this he fixed a paper on the gates of St. John and St. Paul’s churches, 
wherein he offered to prove before the univerfity, that there was an infinite number of 
errors in Ariftotle’s philofophy, which was then only in vogue, and in all his commen- 
taries, both in theological and philofophical matters, and to refute the dreams of feveral 
mathematicians : He likewife made an offer to difpute in all the feiences, and to anfwer 
to whatever ihould be propofed to him, or objeded againfl him, cither in the common 
logical way, or by numbers and mathematical figures, or in a hundred forts of verfes as 
they pleafed. 

Aldus Manutius, who was prefent at this difpute, fays f, that he performed all that 
he had promifed, to their greatefi amazement: and he tells us likewife of another dif- 
pute that he had before a great concourfe of people in the Bifhop of Padua’s houfe, 
without mentioning the occafion or particulars of it ; but Joannes Imperialis tells us |, 
that he was informed by his father, who was prefent at this difpute, that it was with one 
Archangelius Mercenarius, a famous philofopi\er, upon philofophical fubiefls, in which 
he acquitted bimfelf fo well, that his adverfary owned before the afiembly that he had 
overcome him. 

From Venice he went to Mantua ; at this time (here was a gladiator at Mantua, who 
had foiled in bis travels the mod famous fencers in Europe, and had lately killed in 
tihat city three perfons who had entered the lids with him ; the Duke of Mantua was 
highly offended that he bad granted this fellow his protection, fince it had fuch a fatal 
confequence : Crichton being informed of this, offered his fervice to the Duke, to rid 
not only his dominions, but Italy of this murtherer, and to fight him for fifteen hun* 
dred pidoles : though the Duke was unwilling to expofe fuch a fine gentleman as our 
author, to fuch a hazard, yet relying upon the reportiof his performances in all war- 
like atchievements, it was agreed, to ; and the time and place being appointed, the 
whole court were witnefs jo the performance. In the beginning of the combat, Crich- 
ton was upon the defenfive, and the Italian attacked him with fuch vigour and eager- 
nefs, that he began to grow faint, having over-acled himfelf } then our author attacked 
him with fuch dexterity and vigour, that he run him through the body in three dif- 
ferent places, of which he immediaiCely died. The huzzas i(hd acclamations of the 
fpeCtators were extraordinary upon this occafion, and ail of them ucknovi ledged, that 
thej had neVer feen art, grace, nor nature focond the precepts of im viith fo 
much livelinefs as they had* feen that day ; and to crown the glory of this a', ion,. 

• J')»n Imperial, ubifupra. f *M«a Man. Prsef. ip Ciccr. Par^d. , 

} Uni I'upra. f Ubi fupra. 


Crichton 
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Crichton P’^z® of Viftory upon the widows who had loft their huf- 

bar '« in fiRhting with this gladiator. 

Thefe and his other wonderful performances, moved the Duke of Mantua to make 
choice of I'.im for preceptor to his fon Wncent de Gonzagua, a prince of a riotous temper 
and dilTolute life. The court was highly pleafed with the Duke’s choice, and for theif di- 
vcrfioj i ho compofed a comedy, wherein he expofed and ridiculed • all the weakneffes and 
failures of the feveral employments that men betake themfelves to ; which wns looked 
upon as one of the moft ingenious fatires that ever was made upon mankind ; but that 
which was moft wonderful and aftonifhing was, that he himfelf perfonated the divine, 
philofopher, lawyer, mathematician, phyfician, and foldier, with fuch an inimitable 
grace, that every time he appeared upon the theatre, he feemed to be r’, different per- 
fon ; but from being the principal adlor of a comedy, he became the woful fubje£); of a 
moft lamentable tragedy, being moll barbaroufly murthered by his pupil, which hap* 
poned tr.us : 

. One night as he was walking along the ftreets in the time of the carnarval, and play- 
ing upon his guittare, he was attacked by half a dozen people in mafks ; but 
they found that they had nor an ordinary perfon to deal with, for they were not able to 
ftand their ground againft him, and .having difarmed the principal perfon amongft 
them, he pulled off his ma(k, and begged his life, telling him, that he was the Prince 
his pupil. Crichton, who immediately knew him, fell down upon his knees, and told 
him that he was forry for his niiftake, and that what he had done vyas only in his own 
defence, and that if he had any defign upon his life, he might always be mafter of it ; 
and then taking his own fword by the point, he prefented him with it ; which the prince 
taking in his hand, afid not being able to overcome his paflion for the affront that 
he thought he had fuHained, in being foiled with all his attendants,^ be immediately 
run him through the heart. 

"What moved the prince to this ungenerous and brutal aflion, is varrouffy conjec- 
tured ; for fome think it was jealoufy, fufpefting that he was more in favours with a 
young lady whom he paflionatcly loved than he was. Others fay, that it was only to 
try his valour, and the eft’eft of a drunken ramble ; but whatever was the caufe of it, 
'tis certain that thus he died, in the beginning of the month of July, in the year 1583, 
in the thirty>recond year of his age, or, as Impcrialis fays, in the twentyTecond. 

* The unhappy tffedt that this liitmour had on two maids of honoor is admirably told'by Sir Thomas 
Urquhait, a ftcuiui Rabelais, and beft tranflatoC of that extraragant author. 

“ They licaid in him aloiK the promifeuous fpecch of fifteen feseral aAors, by the various ravifh* 
ments of the excillencies wlicreuf, in the frohVknefs of a jocund ftraine beyond expefiation, the logo - 
fafcinatecl fpirits of the beholding heaters and anricularc fpedators, were fo on a fudden feazed upon in 
their rifible faculties of the Toni, and all their vital motidns fu uiiiverfally affeded in this extremity of agi.* 
tation, that to avoid the inevitable charms of his intoxicating ejaculations, and the accumulative influences' 
of fo powerful a tranfpoitation, one of my Lidy Dutchefs chief mai^s of'honour, by the vehemencie of the 
fliock of thufc imcomprchenfible raptures buril forth into a laughter, to the rupture of a veine in her body.; 
and another young lady, by the iireliilable violence of the pleafure unawares intufed, where the tender re- 
ceptibilitie of her^oo tickled fancie was lell sble to hokl out, fo iinprovidedly was furprifed that, 
with nolefs impetiiuGtie of ridibundni pafiion then fas hath been t^ldj occafioned a fradure in the other 
young ladie, flic, not able longer to luppurt the well b;.Iovedfhurden of fu exccifiSe delight, and intranfing 
liich joys of fuch Mercuiial exhilirations through the incihibic extsiie of an oveunaftered appr-henfion, fell 
hat-kill a fwoon, without the appearance of any other life into her, then what by thetnofl refinedwwits of 
theological fpeculators is conceived to be cxerced by the purcil partssof the feparated entelechies of blcfled 
Saints in their fublimcft converlations with the celelli.1l hierarchies : this accident procured the incoming of 
aa apothscarie with rcRoratives, as the other did that of a furgeon with coafolidativc mcdicanentt. ” 

Vindication of the honour of Scotland, &c. p. II I4 *12. 

His 
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His death was extraordinarily lamented by all the learned men in Europe, and from 
thelc Italian writers, who -knew, and were cotemporary with him, it is, that I have 
mod of all that 1 have faid of him. Joannes Imperialis, a doftor of medicine of Vicenza 
in Italy, who has wrote our author’s life, and who could not but know the truth of all, 
or mod of what he has faid of him, fincc he lived upon the places in which they were 
aifled, and who had them from his father, who was an eye and car witnefs to them, 
fays*, “ That he was the wonder of the lull age, the prodigious produdion of nature, 
the glory and oniament of Parnaifus in a Aupendous and an unufual manner, and as 
yet in the judgment of the learned world, the Phoenix of literature, and rather a Ihining 
particle of the Divine Nature and MajeAy, than a model of what human nature and in- 
duAry can attain to. And what can be more,” continues het> “ above our compre- 
henfion, than in the 21 A year of his age to be maAer of ten languages, and to beper- 
fcdly well feen in philofophy, mathematicks, theology, the belles-lettres, and all the 
other fciences ; beAdes, was it ever heard of in the whole compal's of this globe, that 
one with all this, Atould be found expert to admiration, in fencing, dancing, finging, 
riding, and the other exercifes of the gymnaAick art ? Befides ail this, he is faid to have 
been one of the muA beautiful, and one of the handfoineA gentlemen the world ever 
faw, fo that Nature had taken as much care about bis body, as Are had done about his 
mind ; and in one word, he was the utmoA that man could come to.” M. Bayle fays 
that he was one of the greateA prodigies of wit that ever lived ; and Fmlix AAolfus 
that he had fuch a prodigious memory § that he retained more books upon his mind, than 
any of his age had read ; Plures libros memoriter tenebat quain quifquam ea atate Itgerat, 

And Sir I'homas Urquhart of Cromarty, having infiAed on all the particulars of our 
author’s life in a fuAian and bombaAical Arain, tells us, that in the comedy which he 
compofed, and was an a£Ior in before the court of Mantua, in the fifth and laA a£t, 
he himfelf perfonated no Icfs than thirteen diBerent charafters of perfons and employ* 
ments in their diflferent habits. 

And in his character of him, he tells us, that he gained the eAecm of all kings and 
princes, by his magnanimity and knowledge ; of all noblemen and gentlemen, by his 
courtlinefs and breeding : m all knights, by his honourable deportment and pregnancy 
of wit } of all the rich, by his aBfability and good fcllowlhip ; of all the poor, by his 
munificence and liberality ; of all the old, by his conAancy and wifdoin ; of all the 
young, by his mirth and gallantry ; of^all the learned, by his univerfal knowledge ; of all 
the foldiers, by his undaunted valour and courage ; of all the merchants and artificers, 
by his upright dealing and honeAy ; and of all the fair fex, by his beauty and hand* 
fomenels ; in which refpefl, he was a maAer-piece of nature. *“ The reader,” fays he, 
** perhaps will think this wonderful, and fo would I toop were it not that 1 know as Sir 
Phillip Sidney fays, that a wonder is no wonder in a wonderful fubjeft, and confequent* 
ly not in him, who for his learning, judgment, valour, eloquence, beauty and good 
TCllowfiiip, was the perfefteA rofult of the joint labours of Pallas, Apollo, Mars, Mercury, 
Venus and Bacchus, that ha^th been fincc the days of Alcibiadcs j and he was reported to 
have been enriched with a memory fo prodigious that any fermon, fpeech, harangue, or 
other manner of diicourfes of an hour’s continuance he was able to recite without hefi- 
tation, aftw the fame manner of gefture and pronunciation in all points, wherewith it 
was delivered at firfi ; and of fo Aupendous a judgment, that nothing cfcapcd his 

c 

♦ Mufeum Hiftor. p. 241. 

^ Muiaeum Hiftor. loiper. Joi. ibMlcm. Vcactiit apiid Jantas 1650# in 420. 

X Criu § Officina Hift. p. 102. 

knowledge 
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kopwledge and for the truth of all this, he appeals to above two thoufand witnelles, 
^at were ftill alive, and had known him. And fpeaking of his death, which he attri- 
butes to an amour, he tells us that it was in the thirty-fecond year of his age ; that the 
whole court went in mourning for him ; that the epitaphs and elegies that were coni- 
pofed upon his death, if colleffed. Would exceed the bulk of Homer’s works, and that 
his pifture was ftill to be feen in the moft of the bed-chambers and galleries of the 
Italian nobility, reprefenting him upon horfeback, with a lance in one hand, and a 
book in the other *. 

Dempfter, who was cotemporary with him, and a profcftbr of the civil law at Bono- 
nia in Italy, agrees as to the moft of what we have faid of him ; but he tells us f, that 
he was for feme time at Geneva, as he was on his travels to Italy, and that they offered 
him a confiderablc falary, if he would remain with them ; but that he refufed it, and 
that no man offered to detrad from his juft praiies, but Trajano Boccilini ; but that he 
being a perfon of no erudition, it was rather a glory than any difgrace upon him to be 
fo treated by a perfon of his charafter. Yet the fame Dempfter blames our author 
very much, not for his boafting of the endowments of his mind, but for his alHrming 
that he was defeended from the royal family of Scotland. Many poems and epitaphs 
were compofed upon him, but I ftiali only infert that of our countryman. Dr. John. 
Johnfton, in his inferiptions upon heroes, who makes him die in the year 1581. 

JACOBUS CRITONIUS CLUNIUS. 

Myfarum partter ac MarCts Alumnut^ omnibus tn Putin r» ipjis etiam liaVu admirahilisp^. 

Manlus a Ducts Mantuani noSurnis Injidiis occifus anno Chrtfii 1581* 

£T eenuB et cenfum dat Scotia^ Gallia peflus 
Kxcolit : admiratia Itala terra virum 
Ambit, et effe fuum veliet ; gens semula vicam 
Abliulit ; an fatis hoc dtcat ut ilia fuum 
‘ Mantua habet cincres fccdus execrata ncfandunip. 

At tumuli tan to gaudet honorc taincn. 


I have nothing of this author that is extant, but two poems, one in praife of the ci^ 
of Venice, and the other addreffed to Aldus Manutius Both which axe in the firK 
volume of the Delitia Poetarum Scoticorum. 

* The print given by Mr. Pennant wat taken from a picture in pofleflion of Lord Elicok, Lord of 
Scflions, copied from an origmal belonging to Mr* Graham of Airth. 1 am told that there is a very hne 
portrait of celebrated per^n the property of Mr. Morrifon of Bogny^ which was feat froai Italy by 
Crichton a (hurt time before he was killed 

f Hid Kcclef Gen, Scot, ubi fupra.. 

^ Crichton replies to one of the Naiads of the PO| who appeared to him on his arrlral at Venice 

■' ■ ■ — Fat cor me, candidc Naiatp 

Pfomeritum qnsecunque fero : nee turpis egcAis 
Infandiimve fcelus fervi mea pe^ora vexat* 

At me quis mifenim magna cognofeit in uibe 
Aut quis ad sequoreas flentem folatua arenasi? 

The Naid dircAi him to Aldus : 

Hunc pete, namque regens fifo tc ftigia caeca' 

Diriget ille tuos optato in tramite greflus. 

Indt via pendct* Seqnere hunc qusecunque jubentCAr^ 

Sic.tt Divtf monet fxvam quae Gorgona gettat. 

Quae plcruDique tois prefens crit optima votis* 


Dempfter 
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Pempfter gives us the following catalogue of his works ; where it phinly appears, 
that he makes three books out of that placard which he ahik.ed upon the gat^s oi 
John and St. Paul's .churches in Padua. 

T/je Cataloffie of his Worts. 

I. ODiE ad Ln urenttum Maflam pltiiva. 

II. Lauries Paiavhiz. Carmen extempore efrufam, cum m Jacobi Moyfii' Corneln domo experlmcntum 
ingmiiicoratii tota Academic frequentia non fine multorum ftupore faccret. 

Ilf Ignoratiofiiii Laiidatio, cxtemporalc Thema ibtdem redditum poft fex horarum diTputatzoneff Ut prv^ 
femes fomnia prttiiis foverequam rem fe veram videre affirmarintf ait Manutius. 

IV. Lc appulfii iuo Venctias. Delittc Poet. Scot* vol. i. p. 268. 

V. Ode ad Aidum Manutium. Del. Poet. Scot, vol i p. 269. 

VI. Epiiiulc ad I)iverfo8. 

VII. Prse Fat tones folemncs in omnes feientias facraset profanas. 

Vlil. Judicium de Philofophia. 

IX. Errores Ariliotelis. 

X. Armis an Literc prasftant^ Controverfia oratoria. 

XI. Refutatio Mathematicorum. 

XII. A comedy in ti»e Italian language. 


APPENDIX.— Number IV. 

On the Murder of a Laird of lanes.-— As related in the old Account. 

JOHN Lord INNES, having no children, fettles his eftare upon his next heir and 
coufm Alexander Innes of Cromy, and Teems to fuflfer him to enjoy his title and pof> 
felfions in his life time. Robert Innes of Innermarky, another cadet of the family, is 
diTgufted to fee Innes of Ci^y endowed with To much power and preferred to him. 
He alarms Lord John, and makes- him repent fo ihr of what he had done, that he joins 
in confpiracy with Innermarky to aflaflinate his coufin Alexander. The author fays, 
John being brought over to his niinde, (viz. Innes's of Innermarky.) there wanted 
nothing but a conveniency for putting y' purpofe to execution, which did offer itfelf 
in y* month of Aptyle • 580, at w*** tyme Alex, b«ng called upon Ibine bufmefs to Aber- 
deen, was obliged to Hay longer there then be intended, by reafone that his only Tone 
Robert, a youth of 16 yeirs of age, had fallen fick at the college, and his father could 
not leave the place untill he faw q' became of him. He hade tranTported ium out 
of the old toune, and hade brought him to his o^n lodgeing iii -the new toune ; 
he had alfo fent feveral oi his fervants home from tyme to tyme to kit his Lady know 
the reafone of his itay, by means of thefe fervants it came to be known perfedly at 
Kinnardy in q' circumftanCe .^l^xander was at Aberdeen, q' he was lodged, and how 
he was attended, which invited Innermarky to take the occafione. Wherefore getting 
a confiderable number of affiftants mth him, he hade Laird John ryde to Aber- 
deen : they enter the toun upon the night, and about middnight came to Alexander’s 
lodgeing. * • . * 

The outer gate of the clofs they found oppen, but all the reft of the doors fhutt ; 
they wer afraid to break up/loors by violence, leaft the noife might alarm the neigh- 
bqutheed, but choifed rather to ryfe up fuch a cry in the clo& as might obleidge titofe 
who wer within to oppen the door and fee q< it might be. The feuds at that tyme 
betwixt the familys 01 Gordone and Forbes wer not cx'tinguifiKd, therfor they ryfed 

^ aery. 
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a cry, as if it bad been upon feme outfall among thefe people, crying, * Help, a Gor- 
don, a Gordon,* which is the gathering word of the friends of y' familie. 

Alexander, being deeply mterefted in the Gordon, at the noife of the cry ftarted 
from his bedd, took his fword in his hand and opened a back door that led to (sourt 
below, ftept down three or four fteps, and cryed to know q‘ was the matter. Inncr- 
marky who by his word new him, and by his whytt ihirt dccemed him perteftly, cocks 
liis gun and fhootts him through the body in ane inllant. As many as could get 
about him fell upon him and butchered him barbaroufly. Innermarky perceaveing in 
the mean tyme y* Laird John flood by, as either relenting or terrified, held the bloody 
dagger to his throat that he had newly taken out of the murthered body, fwearing 
dreadfully y' he would ferve him the fame way if he did not as he did, and fo com- 
pelled him to draw his dagger, and (tab it up to the hilts in the body of his neareft 
relatione, and the braveft that boare his name. After his example all who wer ther 
behooved to do the lyke, that all might be alyke guilty ; yea in profecutione of this, it 
has been told me that Mr. John Innes, afterwards Coxtoune, being a youth than at 
fchooll, was ryfed out of his bedd, and compelled by Innermarky to uab a daggar unto 
the dead body, that the more might be under the fame condemnatione ; a very crafty 
cruelty. 

** The next thing looked after was the deftruftione of the fick youth Robert, who 
had lyein y* night in a bedd by his father, but upon the noyfc of q* was done, hade 
fcrambled from it, and by the help of one John of Culdreafons, or rather feme of the 
people of the houfs, had got out at ane unfrequented bak door into the garden, ^d 
from y'into a neighbour’s houfs, q' he hade (haltered ; the Lord in his providence 
preferveing him for the executing vengence upon thefe murthurers for the blood of 
his father. 

“ Then Innermarky took the dead man’s fignet ring, and font it to his wife, as from 
■ her hulband, by a fervant whom he had purchafed to that purpofe, ordering her to 
fend him fuch a particular box q'*' contained the bond of tailic, and all y^ hade fol- 
lowed thereupon betwixt him and Laird John, whom the fervant faid be hade left 
wf his m' at Aberdeen : and yt for difpatch he hade feut his bed hors with him, and 
hade not taken leifurts to writ, but fent the ring. Though it troubled the woman 
much to receave fuch a blind meafage, yet her hufband’s ring, his own fervant and 
his horls, prevailed fo with her, togither with the man’s importunity to be gone, that 
(hee delivered to him q‘ he fought, and let him go. 

“ There happened tojjc then about the houfs a youth related to the family, who 
was courious to go to the lentl^of Aberdeen, and fee the young Laird who had been 
fick, and to whom he,was much addided. This youth hade gone to the Aable to in- ' 
terceed with the fervant that he might carrie him behind him, and his difeourfs hade 
found the man under great reftraint and confufion of .miilde, fometiyme fayeing he 
he was to go no further than Kinnardy (which indeed was the truth,) and at oy' times 
that he behooved to be immediately at Aberdeen. 

“ This brought him to be jealous, though he knew not q*, but further knowledge he 
behoved to have, and therfor he ftept out a littlS beyond the entry, watching the fer- 
vant’s comeing, and in the by-going fuddenly leapt on behind him, and would needs 
cither go alonges with him, or have fatisficing reafone, yhy he refufled him. 

“ The conteft became fuch betwixt them, that the fervant drew his durk to ridd him 
of the youth’s trouble, q'" the other wrung out of his hands, and down right kilted 
him w‘ it, and brought back’the box w*** the writs and horfs to the houfs of limes (or 
Cromie, !• know not q‘‘.) 

VOL. HI. 
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As the lady is in a confufionc for q‘ had fallen out» thcr conies aneothcr of the fer- 
vantvS fro:n Aberdeen, who gave; aue account of the flaughter, fo that flie behooved 
to conclude a fpeclall liand of Providence to have been in the firfl pafage. Hec next 
courfs was to fecure h.r hiilband’s writs tlie bed (lie could, and tice to lor friends for 
llialtcr, by whos moans Ihe was brought w' all fpeed to the King, befor, whom fhee 
made her comiilaint. And q* is heir let doun is holden by all men to be true matter 
of firt. 

“ The Earl of Huntly imcdiatly upon the report of the flaughter concerned himfclf 
becaul's of his relatione to the dead, and looked out for his fon, w’hom he inl' intly 
carried to Edinburgh, and put him for flialtcr into the iamily oftlic Lord Elphimloune, 
at that tyme Lord High T'rcal'urer of the kingdome. 

“ Innermarky and Laird John, after the flaughter, came back to the Lord Saltoun’s 
houfs, who lived then at Roihimay, and is thought to have been in the knowledge of 
q' they had been about, for certain it is they wer fupported by the Abernethys, ay until 
the law went againfl them. From Rothymay they went with a confiderabic party of 
horfs, and repofccll Laird John in all parts of the ellatc of limes. And Innermarky, 
to make the full ufeofq he hade fo boldly begun, did, upon the fcventeiti Mail 1580, 
which was 5 weeks after the flaughter, take from Laird John a new difpofitione of the 
eftate of Innes. 

« Ky, what is faid, Innermarky may appeir to have been a man full of unrighteouf- 
nefs, craft, and cruelty ; yet feme fay for alleviatione of his faft, that he having his 
chieft ’s favour, hade got the firll difpofition of his eftate fai'ieing airs of himfelf, but 
that Cromy had taken a pofterior right and hade fupplanted Innermarky, for q^'" he in 
revenge had killed him, &c. But falfencfs of the allegance (mean as it is) is plainc 
paft contradiftion, from the above narraitted writ, q'*" was given to Innermarky but 
40 days after the flaughter of Cromy. 

“ For two full yeins Innermarky and John hade pofleft the eftate of Innes, ftrenthen- 
ing thcrafelfs with all the friendfliip they could acquyre ; but being in end declared out 
laws, in the g** yeir Robert Laird of Innes, the fon of Alex', came north with a com- 
miflion agaiuft them and all .others concerned in the flaughtpr of his father. 'Phis 
Robert was a young man well endued w' favour and underftanding, which had ingaged 
the Lord Treafurer fo far to w’cdd his intereft, that he firft w'cded the young man to 
his daughter, and then gote him all the afliftance requifit to poflefs him of his eftate, 
q'-*' was no fooner done but he led waft the poffeflions of his enemies j burning and 
blood fhed was afted by both partys with animoufly enouglu 

“ In the mean tyme Laird John had run away tcyTeek fome lurking place in the 
fouth, q' he was difeovered by the friends of the Lord Elpiiinftoune, and by, them, 
taken and fent north to the Laird Robert, who did not put him to death, but took 
him bound to various forts of performances, as appears by the contra^ betwixt them 
in anno 1585 : one grofs was, yt that he (hould deliver up the charter chift, and all the 
old evidents, q^** he and Innermarky had feafed, and which I doubt if ever he faithfully 
did, els this relation hade been with lefs pains and more fully inftrufted. 

“ As to Inncrm.Hrky, he was forced for a while to take the hills, and when he wearied 
of that, he hade a retreat of a diflicult accefs within the houfs of JidinglalTy, q' he fleeped 
in little enough fecurity ; fOr in September 1 584, his houfs was furpryfed by Laird 
JRoberr, and that reteiring place of his firft entered by Alexander Innes, aftewards of 
Cotts, the fame who fome yeirs before had killed thefervant who came from Inner- 
niarky with the falfc tokin for y* writs, and who all his lyfe was called Craigg in peirill, 
for venturing upon Innermarky then defperat, and whos cruelty he helped to repay 
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it hi its own coine ; tliere w'as no yiercy for him, for flain ho was, and hi.; hoar head 
cut off and taken by the vviddow of him whom he hade flain, and carried to Edia- 
burgh and caften at the King’s feett ; a thing too mafculiue to be commended in a 
woman.” 


APPENDIX. -Nu MB LR V. 

Qf Caithncfs, Strathnaver, and Sutherland. 

By the Rev. Mr. Alexander Pope, Minifter of Rfay. 

AS the Pi£l:s poflbflcd the northern parts of Scotland of c ld, as they did the mofl: 
fertile parts of the foiith, and were expelled in the year 830, we have very little of 
their hiftory : what preferves the remembrance of that people is only the round build- 
ings wherein they dwelt, of which there arc numbers all over the north, particularly 
Sutherland, Caithnefs, and Orkney. 

It is obfervable in thefe buildings, that there is no mortar of any kind, neither clay nor 
lime ; nor had they any notion of calling an arch. They confift of the bell Hones they 
could find, well laid and joined ; the wall was fometimes fourteen feet thick, and the 
great room, which was quite round, twenty two feet diameter ; the perpendicular wall 
twelve feet high ; and the roof was carried on round about with long Hones, till it 
ended in an opening at the top, which ferved both for light and a vent to carry off 
the fmoke of their fire. Where the Hones 'Acre long and good, they had fmall. rooms 
for fleeping in the thicknefs of their wall. The door or entry was low, three feet for 
ordinary, Ihut up by a large broad Hone. There is one of them entire in the parilh of 
Loth, w'hich the Bifliop of Offory vifitcd and examined. It is the only one that is fo, 
as far as I could find, excepting one at Suifgil in the parilh of Kildonnan. It is to be 
obferved, that where the Hones were not flat and well bedded, lor fear the outer wall 
Ihould fail, they built great heaps of Hones to fupport it, fo that it looks outwardly 
like a heap without any defign, which is the cafe at Loth beg, in the parilli of Lothis. 
At the defire of the 6ilhop of Offory I nteafured fcveral of them, and faw fome quite 
dcmolillicd. We found nothing in them but hand-mills, or what the Highlanders call 
Querns, which- were only eighteen inches diameter, and great heaps of deer bones and 
horns, as they lived much more by hunting than any other means. 

What ar^ Hyled foreS,* or hunting-houlls, are fuppofed to have been ufed by the 
antient inhabitants for retrcafi; in the hunting countries. They confiH of a gallery, 
with a number of fmall rooms on the fides, each formed of three large Hones, viz. one * 
on each fide, and a third by way of covering. Thefe arc made with the vail flags this 
country is famous for. At the extremity is a larger apartment of an oval figure, pro- 
bably the quarters of the chieftain. The paffage or gallery is without a roof ; a proof 
that they were only temporary habitations. Their length is from fifty to fixty feet. 
Thefe buildings are only in places where the gr^at flags are plenijfui. In Glen-Loch 
are three, and are called by the country people Uags. 

I beg leave to make a few more rem.'irks on the round edifices.* They were large or 
fmall, according to the fize of goodnefs of the Hones in their neighbourhood, 'fhe 
Hones that formed the roof were placed thus : the largcH lay loweH, the remainder 
grew fucceflively fmaller and thinner to tlic top j lo that there was no danger of Its 
falling in by too great a preflure. The builders took great pains to bed their Hones 

u 2 ' well ; 
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wcH ; and, where two met, they were wont to band them above by another, and to pin 
them tight to make them firm. The doors were always on the eaft fide, and only 
three feet wide at the entrance, but grew higher wdthin, and were clofed with a great 
flag., I'hey ufually introduced water into thefe houfes, where they formed a well, 
and covered it w’ith a flag-ftone. A deep ditch furrounded the outndes of many of 
thefe buildings. The dead were interred at fome difiance from the houfes. The ceme- 
teries were of two kinds. In fome places the deceafed w'ere placed within great circles 
of (tones of a hundred feet diameter, and the the corpfes covered with gravel. In 
other places they were interred in cairns of a fugar-loaf form } fometimes bones have 
been found in them, fometimes urns with afhes, a proof that burning and the common 
fpecies of interment was ufual. Sometimes the remains of iron weapons have been 
found, but fo corroded that their form could not be difiinguifhed. In one was found 
a brazen head of a fpear nine inches long. 

If thefe buildings were the work of the Pifts, they originally extended over many 
parts of Scotland Ibuth of this country. The lafi have been fo long in a ftate of cul- 
tivation, that it is not furprifing that w'c fee none of thefe houfes at prefent, the (tones 
having been applied to various ufes. Even in thefe remote parts, they are continually 
deftroyed as farming gains ground, they o(Fcr a ready quarry to the hulbandman for 
making inclofures, or other purpofes of his bufinefs. 

From the extirpation of the Pi£ts to the year 126.6, Scotland was haralTed by in- 
vafions from the Norwegians and Danes, particularly the north part ; for Harold the 
Fair, King of Norway, feized Orkney in the latter end of the ninth century. From 
Norway fivarms came to Orkney, and the palTage being fo fliort, all the north of Scot- 
land was continually in arms. As nothing can be expefled in that period but (ight- 
mg, blood(hed, and rapine, we cannot look for improvements of any kind, and for 
that reafon it is needlcfs to attempt any particular hifiory of it. It is true, Torfa:us 
gives us fome account of that time, which is all' that we have. 

As to the family of Sutherland, they have polTelTed that country fince the expul- 
lion of the Fi6ls, and have continued as Thanes and Earls to this time. That they 
are originally of German extraftion, is evident from their arms. Dr. Abercrombie, in 
bis Hifiory of the Scots Heroes, mentions Donald Thane of Sutherland married to a 
niece of King Kennet II. May that pood family continue and profper. 

Lord Reay’s family derive their original from Ireland, in the twelfth century, -when 
King William the Lion reigned. The occafion of their fettling in the north is men- 
tioned by Torfeeus, as captains of a number of warriors to 4 )^ve the Norwegians out 
of Caithnefs ^ 

‘ The Sinclairs Earls of Caithnefs are only of a late (»te. Tfee fiimily of Rodin is 
their original in Scotland ; but their coming into England is as early as the year 1066 ; 
for 1 find them mentioned amopg the commanders in the army of William the Con- 
queror, in the roll of Battel abbey. They were firft Earls of Orkney, then Earls of 
Caithnefs, and ftill continue in (he perfon of William Sinclair of Ratter, who carried 
the peerage before the Briti(h parliament this prefent year 177a. 

As for the hifiory ‘of thefe parts, I (hall begin with 

P' 

c 

Edrachilis *. — This parifli, ^which belongs to the family of Reay, is all foreft and! 
rocks, little arable, and fc-rcely any plain ground, excepting the town of Scoury. The 
pafiure is fine, and plenty of red deer, but the country at fome diftance looks as if one 

* Properly Eidrr dar clioilles, t. c. between t^yvo woods. 


hill 
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hill was piled upon another. The firth that runs far into the land abounds with goodi 
filh, and herring in their feafon. 

Torfaeus mentions a bloody battle fought in this firth, at a place called Glen du, by 
two pirates j one of them he calls Odranus GilHus, the other Suenus, wherein.the 
latter was viftorious. There is likewife a tradition of fome bloody engagement be- 
twixt the Mackays and Macleods. 

Parifh of Diurnefs. — ^This parifh was of old a grafs room or fhealing to the bifhop of 
Caithnefs, and was difpofed of to the family of Sutherland by bifhop Andrew Stuart, 
and the family or Sutherland gave it to Lord Reay’s family. Two pieces of antiquity 
. are to be fcen in this parifh: ill, Dornadilia’s Tower, or hunting-houfe, which Hands 
in Strathmore ; a very flrange kind of building, well worth the feeing *. k is certain 
that the fineft paflure is in the hills of Diurnefs, which rendered it the beft foreft in 
Scotland of old. Our antient Scots kings hunted there frequently, and it appears that 
this was a cultom as far back as the time of King Domadilla. ad. There is on the 
fide of a hill called Bui fpinunn, a fquare piece of building, about three feet high and 
twelve fquare, well levelled, called Cam nri, or king's earn, which probably was the 
place where his Majefty fat or flood, and faw the fport, as he had from hence an ex- 
teniive profpe£l. Torfaeus mentions that one Suenus from Orkney, waited on the 
King of Scotland as he was diverting himfelf in the hunting feafon in the hills of 
Diurnefs. This fhould be in the days of Malcolm II. 

At Loclveribol, on the north fide, there is a plain rock which is flill called Lech 
vuaies, where they fay that Hacon King of Norway flaughtered the cattle he took from 
the natives in his return to Orkney, after the battle of Largis in the year 1263. Tor- 
faeus gives a journal of that expedition, and mentions King Hacon's landing there- 
But there is a tradition that a party of Norwegians, venturing too far into tliat country,, 
were cut to pieces ; and that the place is call^ Strath urradale, from the name of the 
•Norwegian commander ; a cuflom very common of old. 

The greatefl curiofity in this parifh is a cave called Smow. It is a flupendous arch 
or vault, and runs under ground fo fir that the extremity of it was never found- 

Donald Lord Reay, the firfl of that family, made an attempt, and we are told he 
proceeded very far, meeting with lakes, and paffing through them in a boat : but, after 
all, was obliged to fatisfy himfelf with feeing a part. 

Here are feveral caves that run far under ground, but Smow is the moft remarkable. 
I am told that of late they have difeovered in the manor or mains of Diurnofs, a hole of 
great depth : it was of olti^covered with large flones, but thefe it feems have mouldered 
away. So that it is the conjcflj^re of many, that there are numbers of cavities of great 
extent, under ground, pi this parifh. 

This parifh is all upon the lime Hone, and abounds in marble i the part called 
Hridlly Diurnefs, is a plain, the foil good, and the grafs incomparable, therefore capable 
of the higheH improvement. The lakes are Hored with the fineH filh, and lull of 
marie. The hills afibrd the beH paHurage for fheep, and the feas are well Hored witli 
fifh. But the great difadvantage to this country is, that it is expofed to the north*weH 
Honns, which drive the land upon it, and have by that 'means dellroyed feveral good 
farms, and threaten more harm daily. • ^ 

In this parifh is a. firth called Loch-Eriboll ; Torfaeus calls it Goas-fiord, or the firth 
of Hoan, an iiland oppofite to it. This is one of the fineff and fafefl roads for Ihipping 
in Europe j the navy of Great Britain can enter it at low water, and find good ancho^- 

* A further account of this tower will be given in the Tour and Voyage of 1772. 

ing- 
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ing. It is a lofs that this incomparable bay has not been furvcyed, and the dilTerent an- 
choring places marked. It would be a mighty blefiing to mariners, being fo near Cape 
Wrath, one of the moft ftormy capes in the world. For it would be a fafe retreat 
to veflels, in time of ftorm, either failing towards the cape, or to thofe that had the 
misfortune to receive any damage off it. Cape Wrath is alfo in the parilh, of Di- 
urnefs. .... • 

Parifli of Tongue. The antiquities of this parifli are few. There Is an old Danifli 
building upon the fummit of a hill, called Caftle varrich, or Barr calUe : for the I)anes 
or Norwegians poffeffed that country for forae tinie. Tongue is the feat of Lord Reay’s 
family. This parifli is rather belter for paffure than tillage, but what corn ground 
they have is extrcnicly good. Of old there was a fine forcll in it, and there is flill 
plenty of deer. The anceftors of Lord Reay’s family drove the Danes from thefe parts. 

In this parfh is a loch, called Loch-Hacon ; in it an ifland, called Ilian Lochan lla- . 
con, in which there is the ruin of a ftone building with an artificial walk in it, called 
Grianan, becaufe dry and expofed to the fun. From which it appears that Earl Hacon, 
who polTeffed Orkney and Caithnefs, had a hunting houfo in this ifland, and lodged 
there with his warriors, in the hunting feafon. I'he fea-coall for the greateft part is all 
rock, of a rough granite, or what we call whin. Here is a promontory or cape, called 
Whiten head, very ftormy when it is a hard gale. 

There was formerly a chapel in an ifland near Skerray ; the common people call 
it the ifle of Saints ; it goes by the name of Ifland comb. 

Another ifland, called Ulan na nroan, all of a high rock, but good land, and plenty 
of water and mofs. It might.be rendered impregnable. Both thefe iflands are in the 
parilh of Tongue. I have been in Ulan comb. If the fand had not over-run apart, it 
would be a charming place. 

A bloody battle was fought in this parilh of old, by one of the anceftors of Lord 
Reay, againft one Agnus Mprray, a Sutherland man, wherein the Sutherland men 
were cut to pieces. The field of battle is called Drim na coub. And in the fame 
place there was a fkirmilli betwixt I.ord Reay’s men, and a number of Frenchmen that 
were on board the Hazard Hoop of war, in 1746: fome of the French were killed, 
and the reft^aken prifoners. 

I’his parifli is remarkable for an excellent ebb, where they have the fineft cockles, 
niufcles, fpout filli, and flounders, or floaks ; which is a great blcfling to the poor, 
and no fmall benefit to the rich. And in the firth of Tongue there’ is a fine ifland, 
abounding with rabbets, called Rabbet Ifle. It has many lochs, or Irelji w-ater lakes, 
full of the fineft trout and falmon. 

Parilh of Far. — The whole of thefe four parillies Cvas of old called Strathnaver, 
from the river Navar, which was.fo called, as forae think, from the name of one of 
King Kenneth the Second!s warriors. It is a noble body of w^ater, well ftored with 
falmon, having many fruitful 'and beautiful villages on the banks of it, and is fo in- 
habited for eighteen miles. 

At a place called Langdale there were noble rem.ains of a druidical temple, being a 
circle of 1 00 feet diameter, and furrougded with a trench, fo that the earth formed a 
bank ; in- the midft pf it a ftone was crefted like a pillar, where the Druids flood and 
taught. The country people have now trenched or delved that ground, and fown it 
with corn. There was in that town a large round building, and a place where they 
buried of old. 

This parilh is of great extent, rather a country for pafture than tillage. A great 

battle was fought of old at a place, called , Harald or Harald’s field or plain, 

betwixt 



PSNKANT’s ¥0T7R in SCOTLAND. 


betwixt Reginald King of the Ifles, and Harald Earl of Orkney and Caithnefs. Ha- 
rald was well drubbed ; and the field' of bactlc is full of I'inall cairns, where the flain 
are buried, and fonie large ftoncs erefted like pillars Ihew where perfons of note were 
interred. Torfaeus tells a long flory this affair; it feems that ihc'y had bloody 

Ikirmiflies at , and near the manic of Far, as appears from the number of cairns 

in both thefe places. There is a moft curious fepulchral monument in the churchyard 
of Far, which may be of dial date ; it is of hard hill granite, well ctrt, confidering the 
rcra of it. But what the meaning of the fculpture is, we know not. Only we may 
guefs, that the perfon for whofc fake it was ereded, was a chriflian, becaufe of the 
crofs upon the (tone ; and that he was a warrior, becaufe we fee a Ihield or target upon 
it. I have taken a draught of it. 

In this parifh, in old times, was a chapel at a town called Skail, upon the river 
Naver ; another in the extremity thereof, at Moudale ; and another at Sarthie, the 
moft beautiful and fertile part of the parifh. 

Betwixt Far and Kirtomy, in this parifh, is a moll fingular curiofity, well worth the 
pains of a traveller to view, being the remains of an old fquare building or tower, called 
Borve, ftanding upon a fmall point joined to the continent by a narrow neck of land 
not ten feet wide. This point or head is very high, confifting of rock, and fome gra- 
vel on the top ; on both fiJes is very deep water, and a tolerable harbour for boats. 
This tower feems to be built by the Norwegians ; and the tradition is thaf one 'Fhorkel, 
or Torquil, a warrior mentioned by Torfaeus, was the perfon that built it. They 
fpeak likewife of a lady that was concealed there ; fhe is faid to be an Orkney woman, 
and Thorkel was an Orkney man. But what is moft curious, is, that through the rock 
upon which the tower ftands, there is a paffage below of 200 feet in length, like a grand 
arch or vault, through which they row a boat. The writer has been one of a company 
that rowed through it. 'Fhe paffage is fo long, that when you enter at one end, you 
fancy that there is no poflibility to get»out at the other ct vice verfa. How this hard 
rock was thus bored or excavated, I cannot fay ; but it is one of the moft curious natu- 
ral arches, perhaps, in the known world. 

In this parifh there is alfo a promontory, called Strathy head ; Rolemy the geogra- 
pher calls it Vervadrufn, as he calls Cape Wrath, Tarvedrum, and Dunglbcy head, Ber- 
ubium. Thefe three promontories run in a line, from N". W. to north, and jut far out 
into the fea, hjvving moft rapid tides upon them. In Strathy head isa ftatcly cave, cal- 
led Uai nei, or cave where they find driven wood or timber. I'he entrance into this 
cave is very grand, the ivUural rockalmoft forming itfelf like the fway of an arch : the 
writer hereof has admireu th«L beauty of it. This promontory is the fmeft paflure for 
fheep and goats in tlu^ north ot Scotland. ' * . , 

To the north-caft of Strathy there is a ftone erc£fed near the highway, with a crofs 
upon it, which fhews its antiquity as a fepulchral monument. PIrcdled ftones were the 
diftinguifliing marks of the graves of perfons of note iri time of Paganifm. And after 
Chriftianity was planted in this kingdom, the diftindlion of Pagan from Chriflian was 
that a crofs was cut upon the fepulchral monuments of the latter. 1 have feen many 
with this diftinguilhing badge. - • • • 

No doubt there arc mines in this country, if perfons of fkiU examined our (horcs 
and rocks ; as yet no pains have been taken. I have been told that tlierc is at I.och- 
Eribol plenty of iron ftone, and fomething like a tin fnine. As I do not underftand 
thefe things, I chufe to pafs them over. As for fea-fdh and (hells, we have none ex- 
traordinary. It is true, in Caithnefs, John a Groat’s buckies are very curious an J 
beautiful, of which we (hall take notice in the pariOi of Cannelby. 


Farlfli 
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Parifh of Reay. Some part of this parifli lies in the (hire of Sutherland) but the great* 
eft part in that of Caithnefs ; that part in Sutherland is called Strath-Halladale, from 
Halladha Earl of Orkney, a Norwegian, flain in battle in the beginning of the tenth 
century. The field of battle is full of fmall cairns, or heaps of ftone. The com- 
mwder in chief, and principal warriors fiain in that a£lion, are buried in a place apart 
from the field of battle : I have frequently feen the place. The tradition is^ that Hall> 
adha is buried in a fpot inclofed with a circular trench ten or twelve feet wide, and that 
his fword lies by his fide. There was a ftone erected in the middle of this circle, part 
of which ftill remains. Near the field of battle ftands a little town, called Dal HalU 
adha, or Halladha’s field. A river runs through Strath-Halladale, which is rather 
pafture ground on the Tides of it, for the eleven miles it is inhabited. 

The boundary betwixt Sutherland and Caithnefs, to the north, is called Drim Halli* 
(tin. Csuthnefs b a flat plain country, having few hills ; the foil good, and producing 
great quantities of corn in fruitful feafons ; it lies upon quarries of a black flate kind, 
and perhaps no country on earth excells it for fmooth thin flags or flates of great di< 
menfions. As thefe flags may be feen in all part of the country, it is needlefs to de* 
fcribe them. The foil not being deep, and the country flat, renders our highways very 
deep in winter, and very dry in fummer. That part of the parifli of Reay in the (hire 
of Caithnefs, is excellent corn ground through the whole of it. It appears that many 
battles have been fought in it in former times, but we have no tradition concerning 
them. In later times fome bloody Ikirmiflies happened betwixt M*Kay of Strathnaver, 
and Keith Earl Marefchal ; and alfo betwixt the Caithnefs and Strathnaver people. 

The following chapels ftood in this parifli of old ; St. Mary’s at Lybfter ; St. Mag* 
nus’sat Shebiber : one at Shall, another at Baillic, and a third in Shurerie ; ^fides the 
parifli kirk dedicated to St. Colman, at Reay. There is an old caftle at Dunreay, and 
modem houfes both at Bighoufe and Sandfide. 

Lead mines are frequent in Caithnefs ; but.the country b To flat, that there is no 
working them for water. The moft promifing mine is at Sandfide, being in the face of 
a rock near the fea. It might prove of value, if proper pains were taken to work it* 
The highways run near it. 

It feems that the Saxons, in the fifth century, plagued this country ; and it is prob* 
able thatThurfo is fo called from Horfa the Saxon general, who landed in the river of 
Thurfo, or Inverr*Horfa, the landing-place of Horfa. And when the Saxons plundered 
Caithnefs, it feems they had a bloody conflifl: with the natives. In thb parifli there is 
a place called Tout Horfa, or Horfa’s grave, where they fome great warrior was 

fiain and buried ; in the place b a great ftone erefted. Probably he was one of 
Horfa’s captains. This is the tradition. ^ , 

Parifli of Thurfo. Thurfo, or Inver- Aorfa, fo called from the Saxon general, is a 
town of an old date ; we find mention made of it as a populous place in the eleventh 
century, and from it.the parifli is denominated. Formerly a ftrong caftle ftood in it, 
called Caftrum de Thorfa ; but no veftige of it is now ext^t. The Earls of Caithnefs 
had a fine fquare at Thurfo Eaft now demoliflied. The Bifliop of Caithnefs had a 
ftrong caftle at Serabfter, near Thurfo, called the caftle of Bumfide, built in the 
thirteenth century, by Gilbert Murray, Bifliop of Caithnefs: the ruins are ftill extant* 
Another caftle flood at Ormly, near Thurfo : lately demoliflied. At Murkil, to the 
eaft of Thurfo, there were ’great buildings of old , it was a feat of the late Earl of 
Cuthnefs, and at Hamer he had a modem houfe* An old tower^ ftill extant, ftands at 
Brines, three miles weft of Thurfo. 
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As for chapels and places of worfhip, one ftood at Crofs Kirk, one at Brines, another 
at Gwic, and a fmall chapel ftood in the parks of Thurfo Eaft, where Earl Harold the 
younger was buried. The walls are fidlcn down; but Mr. Sincl^air of Ulbfter, very 
gcneroufly is determined to enclofe that fpot, becaufe that young nobleman is interred 
there. The church ofThiirfo was the bifliop’s chapel ; and when hcrcfided in Caith- 
nefs, he often preached there. I was told by the late Earl of Caiihnefs, that there was 
a nunnery in ancient times near his feat at Murkil. The country people call the place 
the Glofters ; but no veftige of the building is extant, excepting the remains of the 
garden wall, which enclofed a rich fpot of ground. Torfaeus fays that a Queen of Nor- 
way lived fome time at Murkil. He relates that Harold the Bloody, fon to Harold the 
Fair, was banilhed for his cruelty, with his Queen ; and that his brother Ilacon fucceed- 
od to the throne : but after Harold the Blocjcly was flain in England, his Queen returned 
to Orkney, andrefided fome time at Murkil in Caithnefs. 

The fame author mentions great battles fought in this parilh ; one in the eleventh 
century, on the plains of Thurfo Eaft, betwixt Thorfmnus Earl of Orkney, and one 
Karl or Charles; he calls him King of Scotland, or a general of the Scots army. An* 
other bloody battle at Claredon, near Thurlb Eaft, betwixt the liTarls Harold the 
elder and younger. I have already told that Earl Harold the younger is buried near 
the field of battle, and a chapel erefted over his grave, which is now to be enclofed by 
Mr. Sinebur of Ulbfter, a moft promifing youth. 

'I'hc biihop of Caithnefs, fince the I'ctbrmation, lived in a fmall houfe at Scrabfter, 
which is ftill extant, and belongs to the crown. He had a grafs room in the Highlands, 
called Dorary, where ftood a chapel, called Gavin’s Kirk, or I’cmple Gavin ; the walls 
are ftill ftanding. The river of Thurfo abounds with falmon, ten and eleven lafts of 
filh have been caught. 

Parilhof Olrig. A fine corn country, two miles and a half in length, and a mile 
broad, or thereabouts. Nothing memorttble in it. 

Parilh of Dunnet. The northerly winds have covered a great part of this paridt with 
fand ; a large traft of ground is ruined and not likely to be recovered. In this parilh 
ftatuls Dunnet head, or what Ptolemy calls Berubium, a large promontory, with a moft 
terrible tide on the poinf of it. A hermit in ancient times lived upon it, the ruins of his 
cell arc extant. It is a fine (heep pafture. 'I'hc parifii itfelf is an excellent corn coun- 
try. At Ratter is the fca{ of the prefent Earl of Caithnefs. 

Parilh of Cannelbey is R-finc corn country. Here was the ancient refidcnce of one 
of the governors of under the Norwegian lords that held Orkney and 

Caithnefs. They dwelt at Du«glbey, and their office was called the Praefedttfra dc 
Dimgallbais. Torfseus #mentions bloody battles fought betwixt the Scots and Nor- 
wegians, near Dungilby, in the tenth century. And Ewin, King of Scotland, fought 
an army of Orkney men, at Huna in this parilh, and deftroyed their King and his army. 
Here was, formerly, befides the parifli church, a chapel at St. John’s head, near Mey, 
and another at Frefwick. 

^ At Mey there is a beautiful, ftrong callle, belonging to, Sir John Sinclair. Here a 
kind of coal is found, like the I^anftaffen coal in Wales. At Frefwick Hands a large 
modem houfe, the feat of Mr. John Sinclair. And thdre is a ftrong bid ettftie, built on 
a high rock joined to the continent by a narrow neck of land to the fouth of Frefwick. 
Torfaeus calls it Lambaburgum five caftrum agnorum. It fuftained a memorable fiege 
in the twelfth century. In later times it was polTcired bv Mouat of Bucholly. The* 
common people call it Buccle’s callle, a corruption of Bucnollie’s caftle. In Dungilby, 
the rapid tides of the Pentland throw up vaft quantities of moft beautifol fea mells, 
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abundance of which arc carried fouth for (hell work. They are called John a Groat’s 
buckies. The town and ferry l)eIongcd of old to a gentleman of the name of Groat. 

An ifland belongs to this pariH), called Stroma, in which there is a vault where they 
bury, built by one Kennedy of Carnmuch. The coffins are kid on llools above ground. 
But the vault being on the lea edge, and thcrajiid tides of the Pentland firth running by 
it, there is fuch a faltilh air continually, as has converted the bodies into mummies : in- 
fomuch, that one Murdo Kennedy, fon of Carntnucli, is faid to beat the drum on his 
father’s belly. 

Parilh of Wick, an excellent corn country, and a fruitful lea; 2000 barrels of her- 
rings were caught here in the year 1771. There was a chapel near Cattle Sinclair, 
called St. Tay, another at Ulbfter, and a third at Kilmiftcr. The cattle of Girnigo is 
the oldeft building in this parilh. I cannot find out by whom it was created. It is pro- 
bable fome ftrong building ftood here before the prefent ruinous houfe was erefted. It 
Hands on a rock in the fea. Near it ftood Cattle Sinclair, built by George Earl of 
Caithnefs ; a grand houfe in thofe days. Not far from it ftood the cattle of Akergil, 
built by Keith Earl Marefchal : but this place is now rendered a moft beautiful and 
convenient (eat, by Sir William Dunbar of HemprigSi the proprietor. In the old tower 
is the largett vault in the North of Scotland, beautiiied with elegant lights and plaittcr- 
ing, by Sir William ; fo that it is now the grandett room in all this part of the country. 

The town of Wick is a royal burgh, now rifmg lince the herring filhery has profper- 
ed. To the fouth of it Hands an old tower, called Lord Qlifant’s cattle. A copper ore 
was difeovered there, and wrought for fome time, but I do not find they have proceeded 
in it. 

In this parilh there is a haven for filhing boats,, called Whaligo, which is a creek be- 
twixt two high rocks, lliough the height of one of thefe rocks is furprifing, yet the 
country people have mnde fteps by which they go up and down, carrying heavy burdens 
on their back j which a ftrangcr, without feeing, would fcarcely believe^ This is a fine 
fifliing coatt. 

There was a battle fought at Old Namerluch, in 1680, betwixt the Earl of Caith- 
uefs, and I.ord Glenurchy. * 

Parilh of Lathrone, eighteen miles long j partly pafturc, partly corn ground. It has 
a chapel at Eaftcr Clyth, and another at the water of Dunbeath, befides the parilh 
kirk. 

At the loch of Stetntter, in this parilli. Hands a famous Druidical temple. 1 have 
viewed the place : the circle i.s large, above 1 00 feet diam^r ; the Hones are largt; 
and ere6l ; and to Ihcw that the planetary fyllem was oyCerved by them, they are fet up 
in this manner, i : 2 : 3 : 4 ; 5 ; 6 : 7. Then the fame courfe; begins again ; i : a : 
3:4: &c. Few of the Hones are- now fallen. Near the temple there is a ruin, where 
the Arch-Druid, it feems, refided. I find no fuch large Druid temples in the country : 
as for fmall ones, they, are generally found in many places.. 

Upon a rock in the edge of the lea, in Eafter Clyth, there is an old building, called 
Cruner Gunn’s cattle. This gentleman of the name of Gunn was coronator or juftici- 
ary of Caithnefs : Ik was bafefy muttlered, with feveral gentlemen of the name, and of 
other names, jn theJeirk of bt. Teay, near cattle Sinclair, by Keith Earl Marefchal. 
The ftory is told at full length in the hiftory of the family of Sutherland. This hap- 
pened in the fifteenth century. At Mid Clyth there was a large houfe, built by Sir 
G^^eorge Sinclair of Clyth. At Nottingham there is an elegant new houfe, built by 
Captain Sutherland of Farfe : near this is the parilh kirk. There is a ftrong old cattle at 
Dunbeath ; and near Langwall is a ftrong old ruin, faid to be Ronald Cneir’s cattle ; 
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]he lived in the fourteenth century, and was a great hunter of deer, as will told when 
we come to fpeak of the parifh of Halkirk. He had a third part of Caithnefs in pro. 
perty : his great eftate was divided betwixt his two daughters j' one of which became a 
nun, the other married the anceftor of the Lord DufFus. * 

There is an old building at Lathrone, called Harold tower, faid to have been built 
by wicked Ettrl Harold, in the twelfth century. 

We read of bloody encounters in this pariui, betwixt the Caithnefs men, and Htigo 
Frefkin Earl of Sutherland ; and likewife many conflids betwixt the two countries in 
after-times. Torfteus fays that King William the Lion marched into Caithnefs with a 
great army, and encamped at Oufdales, or Eifltcmfdale. This expedition of his Majefty’s 
was to drive out wicked Earl Harold the elder, who had flain Harold the younger. 
The king feized Caithnefs 'as a conqueft, then Earl Harold fiibmitted himfelf to him. 

Parifli of Loth, a fine com country ; much harafled of old by the Danes or Nor- 
wegians. In it arc St. Ninian’s chapel at Navidale, John the Baptift's at tile river 
Hclmifdalc, St. Inan’s at Eafter Garde, and St. Trullen’s at Kintradwcl, befides the 
parifli kirk. The caftle of Helmifdale was built by Lady Margaret Baillie, Countefs of 
Sutherland : and there was a fquare or court of building at Craiag, eredfed by Lady 
Jane Gordon, Countefs of Sutherland ; no veftige of it now extant. 

There is fine fifliing in the rivers of Helmifdale and Loth. The latter has a very high ' 
cataradb, where the water pours from a high rock, and falls into a terrible gulph be- 
low. If this could be removed, this river would afford excellent falmon fifliing. The 
hills in this parifli were of old famous for hunting. At there is a hunting houfe, pro- 

bably built by the Pidls, confifting of a great number of final! rooms, each compofed of 
three large ftones. Thefe buildings prove that a tribe lived here in the hunting feafon. 
Near it flands a large Piddfli caftlc, called Cam Bran. It feems that this Bran, or 
Brian, was fomc great man in thofc days, and that all thefe accommodations were of 
his building. The quarry from whence the ftones were carried to build this caftle, is 
ftill to be fecn, and the road for their carriage vifible, being like a fpiral line along the 
fide of the hill. 

1 read of no battles in this parifli : fome bloody confllfls are told us, and thefe are to 
be fecn in the hiftory of the family of Sutherland. Near the miln of Loth-beg is the 
entire Pitls houfe, which the bifliop of Oflbry entered. There is a fine cafeade as 
you travel along the fliore under Loth-beg, which makes a charming appearance when 
there is any fall of rain, or in time of a keen froft. 

Parifli of CIyi\e, partly corn ground, and partly fit for paflure. There was a chapel 
at Dol, called St. Mahon. No c^fiderable buildings in this parifli. Sutherland of 
(flyne had a good houfe ; ,and Nicolas Earl of Sutherland had a hunting feat ifi the 
Highlands called Caftlc Uain, but now demoliflied. 

There is a tradition that a battle w'as fought at KiUlmkilli in this parifli, wherein the 
country people routed the Danes. I'hc common marks of a battle are vifible there, viz. 
a number of fmall cairns. Another bloody battle was fought at Clyne, Milton, betwixt 
the Sutherland and Caithnefs men ; the flaughtcr was great, ^d the qjiinis, ftill to be 
feen there, cover heaps of flain. 

The riverW Brora affords a fine falmon fiftiery : it falls into the fea* at Brora. 
Within two large miles is the loch of that name, which abounds with falmon. • From 
the loch the river lies to the weft ; and at a place called Achir-na-h^l, is a moll charm- 
ing cafcade : here alfo they fifli for pearls. On the top of a fniall hill near the houfe of 
Clyne, is a lime-ftone quarry j and in the heart of the ftone, all forts of fea fliells 
known in thefe parts are found. They are frefli and entire, and the litne-ilone within 

X a the 



ts6 P£Mnant’s Tour in Scotland. 

the fhell refembles the fifli. The biiliop of OlTory employed men to hew out malTesof 
the rock, which he broke, and carried away a large quantity of (hells. Near the bridge 
of Brora there is a fine large cave called Uai na Caiman. The bifhop of Oflbry admired 
it, and faid there were fuen caves about Bethlehem in Paleftine. The coal work and 
fait Vrork are obvious here. But at Strathleven, near the fea, there is a hermit's apart, 
ment, cut artificially in the natural rock, well worth a vifit from any curious .traveller. 

• 1 need not mention the artificial ((lands in the lo.ch of Brora, made by the old thanes 
df Sutherland, as a place of refuge in dangerous times. Near that loch (lands a high 
hill or rock, Creig baw ir, on the fummit of which there is great fpace. This rock is 
fortified round ; and as the neck that joins it to another rock is fmall, it feems that when 
they were invaded by enemies, they fled to this (Irong hold, and drove their cattle 
likewife into it for fafety. Others fay it was a place for keeping of a watch. 

Parifh of Golfpie, this is a fine com country. The parifh kirk was of old at Culmalie ; 
and at Golfpie the family of Sutherland had a chapel of eafe, dedicated to St. Andrew 
the Apoftle. In this parilh (lands the feat of the Earls of Sutherland, at Dunrobin ; but 
during the Danifh wars, they lived at a greater diftance from the fea. This parilh af* 
fords no other great builuings; nor is there any tradition concerning any battles 
fought in it : fmall (kirmHhes luve happened here ; particularly in the year 1746, when 
thelbui of Cromarty was taken prifoner. Mod remarkable is the devadation done by 
fand i large trads of com around have been quite fpoiied thereby, and more mifehief 
Is threatened yearly. 

Parilh of Dornoch, in this parilh (lands the cathedral church of Caithnefs. The 
Norwegians having murdered bifliop John at Scrabder, and bifliop Adam at Halkirk, 
in the year lasa ; Gilbert Murray, the fucceeding bilhop, built the cathedral at Dor. 
noch, which was when entire, a neat compad building. It was burnt in troublefomc 
times, and never fully repaired. The bilhop had a dimmer refidence at Skibo ; but in 
winter he lived in his cadle at Dornoch, the r^iins of which are to be feen. llicre was 
a dately fabrick of a church, built in that town, in the eleventh century, by St. Bar, 
bilhop of Caithnefs ; but bilhop Murray thought it too fmall : it dood where the 
council houfe now dands. We are told that the diucefe of Cmthnefs was not divided 
into parilhes till the days of bilhop Murray ; and that he tirnllatcd the pfalms and 
gofpels into the Irifli language, or Scots Gaelic. The dignified clergy had houfes and 
glebes in Dornoch } thefe made up his chapter when there was occafion to call one. 
It is a lofs that we have none of their recorvls ^ nor indeed is it a great wonder, cond* 
dering the daily invalionsof the Danes, which ended not till^i266. 

In bilhop Murray's time there was a bloody battle fougkTat Hilton near Embo ; he 
and William Earl of Sutherland fought there againd th'e Danes^ and cut them to pieces. 
The Danilh general was killed, and lies buried in Hilton. I'bere was a done erected 
over his grave, which the common people called Ree crofs, or crofs in Ri, or King's 
crofs, fancying that the King of Norway was there buried, A brother of the bilhop was 
alfo killed in this battle ; his body lies in a done coffin in the ead sulle of the cathedral, 
.above ground, near the font. The hewn done erefled to the ead of Dornoch is a 
trophy of this viflory : it has the Earl of Sutherland's arms on the north fide, dill very 
vifible, and th^ bilhop of Caithnefs's arms on the fouth fide, but the beat of (he fun has 
quite dedroyed the fculpture. 1 

The driving of fand is very hurtful to this parilh, and threatens dill more harm. The 
only old building in it, excepting thofe already uientioned, is Skibo. Hugo Frelkin, 
Eari of Sutherland, gave thefe lands to bilhop Gilbert Murray, then archdeacon of 
Murray, in 1 1 85 . It paded through feveral hands, till at lad it came to Lord Dufius'«, 
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and now it returns to the family of Sutherland. It was a great pile of building, fur- 
rounded with a rampart. The prefent modern houfe is ftill habitable, 'rhe fituation is 
moll beautiful, and a fine houfe there would have a noble elFed;. Cyder-hall is only a 
modem houfe. The plantations here, and at Skibo, are the mod thriving in this parilh. 
At the latter place a houfe was lately built in a very elegant tafte. Kmbo is an old Ijuild- 
ing, the feat of the knights of £mbo. It is a pity that it has neither plantations nor 
policy about it. 

Parilh of Creich has no great buildings in it : Pulcrolfi is the bed. The great cata- 
ract at Inverlhin is a grand fight : fuch a large body of water pouring down from a 
high rock cannot mifs affording entertainment. The river of Shin abounds with large 
falmon, and durgeons are often feen there. In the i ith or lath century lived a great 
man in this pariin, called Paul Meutier. This warrior routed an army ot Danes near 
Creich. Tradition lays that he gave his daughter in marriage to one Hulver, or Leander, 
a Dane, and with her the lands of Strahohee ; and that from that marriage are defcended 
the Clan Landris, a brave people, in Rofslhire. The gentlemen of the name of Gray 
pofTelTed Mertil-Creich of an old date ; and at Mrydol there was a ^ood houfe and or- 
chard, which I believe are dill extant. 1 find no other memorabilia in the parilh of 
Creich. 

Parilh of Larg. The mod remarkable thing in it is Loca-Shin, which is computed to 
be eighteen miles long, with fine padure-grouud on each fide of it. What Ikirmilhes 
have happened in this parilh are mentioned in the hidory of the family of Sutherland. 

Parilh of Rogart conlids of good padure and good com land. A bloody battle was 
fought here, near Knochartol, in the days of Countefs Elizabeth. Tradition fays, that 
upon the field of battle fuch a number of fwords were found, that they threw numbers 
of them into a loch ; .and that in dry dimmers they dill find fome of them. There is 
a place in this parilh called Morinefs, and Ptolemy the geographer places there a people 
. called the Morini. He alio calls the riuer Helmifdale, Ileas } and the natives call it in 
the Gaelic, Illie, Avin lliie. Bun Illie, Stra Illie. 

Parilh of Kildonnan confids of a valley, divided into two parts by the river Helmif- 
dalc, or Illie, only fit fOr padure. The parilh kirk is dedicated to St. Donaiu A tribe 
lived here called Gunns, of Norwegian extraction : they have continued here upwards 
of five hundred years, and contributed to extirpate the Danes out of Sutherland. They 
were in all times fatellites to the Earls of Sutherland. Their chieftain is lately dead, and 
reprefented by two boys; it were to be wilhed that fome generous perfon would take care- 
of their education. The mod remarkable piece of hidory relating to this parilh is what 
Torfaeus mentions, viz. thaNI^ga, Countefs of Orkney, and her fider Frauhaurk, lived 
at Kinbrafs, and fupported a grand family there. This lady had a daughter called Mar- 
garet, who was educated in tnefe deferts, and there married Maddadius Earl of Athole^ 
uncle’s fun to King David I, of Scotland. Thefe buildings were burnt, and reduced to. 
heaps,, fo that we cannot difeem what their model has been ^ at prefent, they are called: 
Caira-lhuin : and Torfseus fays that one Suenus burnt and demolilhed them. 

What fmall Ikirmilhes have happened in this parilh are not worth mentioning, ex- 
cepting what Torficus mentions relative to Kinbrafs, betwixt Suemis aa Orkney man 
and Aulver Rofla captain of a guard, which an old wicked lady, called Ffauhaurk, kept 
to defend her. This lady, we are told, had ordered a party to go and murder Olafus, 
the father of Suenus, at Dunglbey, which party Aulver 'commanded. They came to. 
Dunglbcy, and burnt that brave man, and fix more with him, in his own houfe. kuckily 
the lady of the houfe was abfent, being invited to an entertainment in the days of Chrilt- 
mas. Her fan Gunmus, the ancellor of the Gunns, was with her,, and Suenus was alTo 
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abfcnt. After many years Suenus comes with a party, attacks Aulver, and after 
a fmart engagement defeats him, fo that he lied, and as many as could make their 
efcape with him. Suenus after this burns Frauhaurk and all her family, and made a 
heap of the buildings : and though the ruins are great, yet no man can tell of what kind 
they were; that is, whether round like the Pidifli houfes, or not. This happened in 
the 1 2th century. 

Parifli of Halkirk, partly corn land, partly pafture. Many places of worflup have 
been in this parilh ; fuch as the parifh kirk of Skinnan, the hofpital of St. Magnus at 
Spittal, the walls of the church belonging to it being iUll extant ; the chapel of Olgrim- 
beg ; the chapel of St. Troftin, at Wcftfield ; the chapel of St. Querin, at Strathmore ; 
another chapel at Dilred : and as the bifiK'p of Caithnefs lived of old at Halkirk, his 
chapel was called St. Kathrin, of which there is no veftige left but a heap of rubbilh. 

The Norwegian lords that were fuperiors of Caithnefs built the caltlc of Braal. Here 
lived Earl John, who is faid to have caufed the burning of the bilhop of Caithnefs. 
This bilhop, w^ofe nftme was Adam, lived near the place where the minifter’s houfe 
(lands, too near the bloody Earl. It is faid he was fevere in exafting tithes, which made 
the country petjple complain ; whereupon the Earl told them that they (liould take the 
bilhop and boil liini. Accordingly they went on furioully, and boiled the bilhop in his 
own houfe, together with one Serlo a monk, his companion, in the year laaa. King 
Alexander II. came in perfon to Caithnefs, and, it is laid, executed near eighty perfons 
concerned in that murder. The Earl fled, but afterwards pardoned by the King. 
However, fome time after he was killed in the town of Thurfo by fome perfons whom 
he defigned to murder. At Braal there was a fine garden, belide which they catch the 
firll falmon from the month of November to the month of Auguft. The fituation is 
molt beautiful, very well adapted for the feat of a great man. The caftle of Dilred 
was built by Sutherland of Dilred, dofeended from the family of Sutherland : it is a 
fmall building on the top of a rock. His fon, Alexander Sutherland, forfeited his eftate ; 
and thefe lands were given to the ancellor of Lord Rcay, but now belong to Mr. Sin- 
clair of Ulbfler. 

Up the river Hands an old ruin, called Lord Chein’s, or Ronald Chein’s, hunting- 
houfe : he was the Nimrod of that age, {pending a great part of his time in that exer- 
cife. The houfe flood at the outlet of a loch, called Loch-morc, the fource of the river 
of Thurfo, which abounds with falmon. Ronald Chein had a cruive on this river, 
with a bell fo conftrufted, that when a filh tumbled in the cruive the bell rang. I'lie 
tradition is, that all th-.-fe highlands were then forefl and wood, but now there is fcarcely 
any wood. '1 his loch is about half a mile long, and near t^ in breadth, and is the 
beft filh pond in Britain ; many lafls are caught every y/iar on the Ihore of this loch 
by the country people. Sixty nets are for ordinary lliot on it in a night, and filh in 
every one. Many gentlemen claim a property in it, for which caufe it is a fcominou 
good to the country in general. , 

There is in the town rtf North Cakler an old ruin, called Tulloch-hoogie. Torfaeiis 
fays that Ronald Earl of Orkney was treacheroully murdered there by a ruffian he calls 
Thiorbiornus Klcrkus, and a (mart f :lrmilh enfued. Thiorblornus fled, and being hotly 
purfued, wras burnt hr a houfe wfiei e hu took Iheltcr, and eight more with him. This 
was in the 1 2 th pentury. Two battles were fought by the Danes in the dales of the 
parilh of Halkirk: one at Toftin-gale, the grave of the foreigners. A Scots nobleman, 
whom Torfii us calls Comes Ma'gbragdus, commanded on one fide, and a Norwegian, 
xrall^ Liotus, on the other : Liotus was mortally wounded, and buried at Sten-hou 
near the kirk of Watten. The other battle was fought at Halfary. The large Hones 
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0 eded at Rangag ai>d thereabout, are fepulchral monuments, where perfons of note 
arc buried. There was a battle fought in the 1 6th century, by the Gunns and others, 
at a place called Blarnandofs, near Harpifdale, wherein the Gunns were routed. The 
beautiful river of Thurfo runs through this parilh, and numbers of fahnen are caught 
in it. Piftifli houfes are very numerous along the (hore, but all fallen down. It is a 
moft beautiful parifli, and muft have of old abounded with gunx; and filh, which invited 
people to fettle in it. Mr. Sinclair, of tJlbller, is proprietor of one half of it. 

Parifli of Bower : here the archdeacon of Caitlmefs rcfrtled. The pope of Rome' 
was of old patron. I have in my pofl'eflion two prefentations from his hoHnefs to the 
archdeacon of Bowar. It was anciently a very extenfive parifli, but now Watten is 
part of it. I know of no Either place of worfliip, befidcs the parifli kirk, excepting the 
chapel of Dun, where a clergyman ofliciated, before the eretfion of the parifli of Watten. 

1 know of notliing memorable concerning it. If there ever were any grand buildings 

in it, no veftiges of them now remain. Torfscus mentions a great man that lived here 
in the i2th century, named Maddan ; one of whofe fons was (tiled Magnus the Gene- 
rous, the other Count Ottar of Thurfo. His daughter Helga married Harold the 
orator, Earl of Orkney. Another married Liotus, a noble Dane, that lived in Suther- 
land ; and the third was married to a Dane that lived in ■ ■ ■ • in Orkney. 

Parifli of Watten, a country fit for both tillage and pafturc. The chapel of Dun 
(lands now in it. Plere are no buildings but of a modern date. The only memorable 
thing in this parifli is the grave of Liotus, Earl of Orkney. At Stcii-hou, near the kirk 
of Watten, ftaiuls a great rock upon a green fpot of ground, which is faid to be the 
fepulchral monument of this Earl. The monkifli tradition is, that St. Magnus con- 
verted a dragon into this ftonc.. This is as true as what they relate of his crolfmg the 
Pentland Firth upon a ftonc, and that the print of the faint’s feet is vilible on the fame 
(lone in the kirk of BurricH, in South Rojialdfliaw in Orkney. 

N. B. In the hiftory of the fiiniily of Sutherland mention is made of one Sir Paul 
Men;^ies, provoft of Aberdeen, who difeovered a filver mine in Sutherland, and found 
it to be rich, but death prevented his working, it. It feenis he covered the place where 
he found h, and no per{pn of (kill has obferved It fince that time. It is probable that 
Creig-nargod is the place where this mine may be, and that this difeovery was the jaule 
of this appellation ; for I can fee no other reafoii for that name or defignation. Per- 
fons of Ikill ouglK to examine thefe bounds. Creign-airgid, or the filver hill, is above 
Cullmalie. 


APPENDIX.— Number VI. 

• The Life of Sir Ewen Cameren^ of Lochiel *. 

SIR EWEN CAMERON' was born in February 1629. He lived with his fofter- 
fUther for the firft feven years, according to an old cuftom in the Highlands, whereby 
the principal gentlemen of the clan are entitled to the tuition and fuj port of their chief’s 
children during the years of their pupillarity. The fofter-fathers w ere alfo frequently 
at the charge of their education during that period ^ and 'when ttio pupils returned 

• 

* This memoir* fo deferiptive of the manners of the times, and the wild war carried on between the hero 
of the piece and Cromwell’s people, was communicated to me by a ]g;entleman of Lochaber. It merits pre^ 
fcrvation not folcly on account of its curiofny ; but that it may prove an inftruftivc leffon to the prefent 
inhabitants of that extenfive tra(5(, by (hewing the happinefs they may enjoy in the preCent calm, after the 
long ftorm of war and afTalfination tbeir forefathers were curfed with. 


7 


home, 



pennant’s tour, in SCOTLANC. 


i6o 

home, thefe fathers gave them a portion equal to what they gave their own children ; 
as the portion confilted in cattle, before they came to age it Increafed to a conliderablc 
height. 

Before his years of pupillarity expired, he was put under the charge and management 
of the Marquis of Argyle, the fame who was executed foon after the Reftoration. The 
marquis intending to bring him up in the principles of the Covenanters, put him to 
fchool at Inverary, under the infpe^ion of a gentleman of his own appointment ; but 
young Lochiel preferred the fport of the field to the labours of the fchool. Argyle 
obferving this, brought him back to himfelf,and kept a watchful eye over him, carrying 
him along with him wherever he went. 

After the defeat of the royalifis at Philiphaugh in 1645, it happened that as thcpar> 
liament fat at St. Andrew’s, on the trial of the prifoners of diltindlion there feized, 
Lochiel, who went there with the marquis, found means to pay a vifit to Sir Robert 
Spotfwood, one of the prifoners, a few days before his execution. Then and there it 
was he received the firft intelligence concerning the ftatc and principles of parties in 
Scotland. Sir Robert, happy to fee his young vifitant, the fon of his old acquaintance 
John C.ameron, took the opportunity to relate, in an eloquent manner, the caufes of the 
prefent rebellion, and its hiftory from its firfi breaking out, with a view of the tempers 
and characters of the diflFerent fiiCtions that had confpired againft the crown. He cx> 
plained the nature of our conftitudon, infilled much on the integrity and benevolence 
of the King, but inveighed bitterly againft his Scotch enemies *, and concluded with ex- 
prefiing his afionifhment how Lochid’s friends could put him under the charge of 
Argyle, and conjuring him to abandon that party as foon as he could. This difeourfe 
had iuch an impreflion on the mind of Lochiel, that it continued all his life-time. 

Some time after, Argyle addreflfed his pupil in a different tone, but bad little inffu- 
ence over him : he never could be fatisfied why fo many brave fellows were executed, 
as he heard no confeffions of gUilt, as thieves and robbers are wont to make ^ but dying 
with the courage and refolution of gentlemen. After this Lochiel was anxious to return 
to his country, inffatned with a defire of exerting himfelf in the royal caufc, and of 
joining Montrofe for that end. Upon the application of his uncle Breadalbane, and the 
Camerons, Argyle parted with his pupil ; and he returned to* Lochaber to head his 
clan in the 1 8th year of his age. 

An opportunity of aCling the chief foon occurred. Glengary and Reppoch, heads of 
two numerous tribes of the M'Donalds, refufed to pay Lochiel certain taxtations for 
fome lands they held of him : Lochiel armed a body of the^amerons, with a view to 
compel them. Glengary and Reppoch, finding him thus bold and refolute, thought 
- proper to fettle their affairs amicably, and gave him no further .trouble for the future. 
By fuch determined conduft, Lochaber enjoyed a profound peace for fome little, time, 
while the whole of Scotland bc.fides was a feene of war and bloodfhcd. 

In 1651 Lochiel wa's honoured with a letter from King Charles II., inviting him and 
his clan to ufe and put themfelvcs in arms, for the relief of their country and lovereign ; 
in confequence of which, early in fpring 1652, after collecting his men, he was the 
firft who joined Gleiicaim, whd had jtift then fet up the royal ftandard in the Highlands. 
In the differen;^ encounters his lordfhip and the royalifts had with Lilburne, Morgan, 
and others, Lochiel difplayed more conduCt and vigour than could be expeCtc^trom 
one fo young, and as yet unexperienced in the art of war. He diftinguilhed himfelf in 
a (nrticular manner in a fktrmifh which happened between Glencaim and Col. LiU 
bume at Brae-mar, where he was pofted at apafs, which he defended with great fpirit, 
till Glencaim and Us army retreated to a place of fecurlty. Lilburne, in the mean time, 
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getting between Lochiel and the army, and finding it impoflible to draw ovit the gene» 
ral to an engagement, made a violent attack upon Lochiel : Lochicl, after making a 
bold rcfiftance for fonje time, at lafl retreated gradually up the hill, with his face to the 
enemy, who durft not purfue him on account of the ruggcdiiefs of the ground, an^ the. 
fnow that then covered it. Glencairn’s army was at this time full of fadlions and divi- 
fions, occafioned by the number of independent chiefs and gentlemen in his army, v/ho 
would not condefeend to fubmit to one another either in opinion or adfion. Lochiel 
was the only perfon of diftinftion that kept himfelf difengaged from thefe faflions ; for 
in order to avoid them, he always chofe the moft diftant parts, where his frequent fuc- 
cefles had endeared him to the general, who recommended him in a ftrong manner to 
the King, as appears by the following letter his inajefly fent him. 

To our trufty and well-beloved the laird of Lochiel. 

Chari.es R. 

** Trufty and well-beloved, we greet you well. We are informed by the Earl of 
Glencairn with what notable courage and affeftion to us you have behaved yourfclf at 
this time of tryal, when our intereft and the honour and liberty of your country is at 
ftake ; and therefore we cannot but exprefs our hearty fenfe of fuch your good courage, 
and return you our princely thanks for the fame ; and we hope all honeft men who are 
lovers of us and their country will follow your example, and that you will unite toge< 
ther in the ways we have directed, and under that authority we have appointed to 
conduct you for the profecution of fo good a work, fo we do afture you we fhall be 
ready, as foon as we are able, fignally to reward your fervice, and to repsur the lolfes 
you fhall undergo for our fervice, and fo we bid you farewell. Given at Chantilly, 
Nov. 3, 1653, 0 “*" *’eign.” 

When General Middleton came from Holland, 1654, to take the command of the 
.king’s troops in Scotland, Lochiel joined him with a full regiment of good men, while 
many of the other heads of clans made their peace with General Monk, who had 
marched into the Highlands at the head of a fmall army, giving another compofed of 
horfe and foot to General Morgan. Many trifling confiifts enfued between thefe two 
generals and the Highl?nders ; but Lochiel being of the party who had oppofed Mor- 
gan, an aftive and brave officer, run feveral hazards, and encountered many difficulties; 
but his prefence of mind and refolution never forfook him. 

Monk left no’mcthod unattempted to bribe him into a fubmiffion. Thefe propofals 
were fo engaging, that many of his friends importuned him to accept of them ; but he 
defpifed them*all, and wottld not fubmit. Monk finding all his attempts ineffeaual, 
refolved to plant a garrifon at mverlochy, where Fort William now ftands, in order to 
keep the country in awe, and their chief at home. Lochiel being informed of this de- 
fign, thought the moft advifable plan would be to attack the enemy on their march 
from Invernefs, imagining they would come from that place or that way ; but the fud- 
den arrival of the Englifh at fea difconcerted all his meafuros. They brought with 
them fuch plenty of materials, and were in the neighbourhood of fo much wood, that 
in a day’s time after their landing. Col. Bigan, thoir commander, and the governor of 
the new fort to be crefted, had fecured his troops from all danger. , 

Lochiel faw all their motions from a neighbouring eminence, and feeing it imprafti- 
cable to attack them with any probability of fuccefs, retired to a plaice three miles weft- 
ward, to a wood on the north fide of Lochiel, called Achdalew ; from this he could 
have a full view of his enemy at Inverlochy. All his men he difmifled to remove their 
cattle farther from the enemy, and to fumifli themfelves with provifions, excepting 
voL. III. Y ' -about 
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about thirty*d[^bt perTons whom he kept as a guard. He alfo had fpies in and about the 
nrrifon, who mformed him of all their tranfaftions. Five days after their arrival at 
Inverlochy, the governor difpatched three hundred of his men on board of two veffels 
which were to fail weftward a little, and to anchor on each fide of the Ihore near Ach- 
dalew. Lochiel heard their defign was to cut down his trees and carry away his cattle^ 
and was determined if poifible to make them pay well for every tree and eVtery hide : 
favoured by the woods, he came pretty clofe to the ihore, where he faw their motions 
fo pcrfeflly that he counted them as they came out of the ihip, and found the number 
of the armed exceed one hundred and forty, beildes a number of workmen with axes 
and other indruments. 

Having fully fatished himfelf, he returned to his friends to aik their opinion. The 
younger part of them were keen for attacking ; but the older and more experienced 
remonArated againd it, as a mod raih and hazardous enterprife. Lochiel then enquired 
of two of the party, who had ferved for fome time under Montrofe, if ever they faw him 
engage on fo difadvantageous terms ; they declared they never did. He, however, 
animated by the ardour of youth, or prompted by emulation (for Montrofe was always 
in his mouth), indded, in a ihort but fpirited harangue, that if his people had any re> 
gard for their king or their chief, or any principle of honour, the Englifh fhould be 
attacked ; ** for,” fays he, “ if every man kills his man, which I hope you will do, I 
will anfwer for the red.” Upon this none of his party made further eppodtion, but 
bened that he and his brother Allan (hould dand at a didance from the danger. Lo* 
duel could not hear with patience the propofal with regard to himfelf, but commanded 
that his brother Allan diould be bound to a tree, and that a little boy (hould be left to 
attend him ; but he foon flattered or threatened the boy to difengage him, and ran to 
th6 conflift. 

The Camerons being fome more than thirty in number, armed partly with mufquets, 
and partly with bows, fc^t up their pieces and -arrows till their very muzzles and points 
almoft touched their enemies’ breads, when the vefy fird lire took down above thirty. 
Then they laid on with their fwords, and laid about with incredible fury. The Englim 
defended themfelves with their mufquets and bayonets with great bravery, but to little 
purpofe. The (kirmiih continued long and obdinate ; at lafh the Englilh gave way, 
and retreated towards the (hip, with their faces to the enemy, fighting with adoniihing 
refolution. But Lochiel, to prevent their flight, commanded two or three of his men- 
to run before, and from behind a bu(h to make a noife, as if there was another party of 
Highlanders to intercept their retreat. This took fo eifeAually that they dopped, and 
animated by rage, madnefs, .and defpair, they renewed ^|th^ (kirmiih with greater fury 
than ever, and wanted nothing but proper arms to make Loch|,eI repent of his drata* 
gem. They were at lad, however, forced to give way, and betake themfelves to their 
heels: the Camerons ^purfued them chin deep in the foa; 138 were counted dead of 
the Englifh, and of the Camerons only five were killed. 

In this engagement Lochiel himfelf had feveml wonderful efcapes. In the retreat of 
the Englifh, one of the dronged and braved of the oflicers reti/ed behind a bulb, when 
he obferved Lochiel purfuing,'ahd feeing him unaccompanied with any, he leaped out 
and thought him his prey. They met one another with equal fury. The combat was- 
long and doubtful. The Englifh gentleman had by far the advantage in drength and 
iize ; but Lochiel exceeded him in nimblcnefs and agility, in the end tript the fword 
out of bis hand : upon which his antagonid flew upon him with amazing rapidity ; 
they clofcd and wredled till both fell to the ground in each other’s arms. The Eng-. 
Ufli officer got above Lochiel and prefied him bard } but dretching forth his neck b)» 
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attempting to difengage himrelFf Lochiel,who by this time had his hands at liberty, with 
his left hand feized him by the collar, and jumping at his extended throat, he bit k 
with his teeth quite through, and kept fuch a hold of his grip, that he brought away 
his mouthful ; this, he faid, was the ** fweeteft bite he ever had in his life-time.” . Im- 
mediately afterwards, when continuing the purfuit after that encounter was over, he 
found lus men chin deep in the fea ; qui^Iy followed them, and obferviqg a fellow 
on deck aiming his piece at him, plunged into the fea and efcaped, but fo narrowly that 
the hair on the back part of his head was cut, and a little of the (kin ruffled. In a little 
while a Hmilar attempt was made to flioot him : his fofter-brother threw himfelf before 
him, and recrived the (hot in his mouth an4 bread, preferring his chief’s life to his 
own. 

In a few days afterwards, refolving to return to General Middleton, he ordered all 
his men to aflemble and Join him ; but while he waited for their return, he cut off 
another party of the garrilon foldiers, who were marching into the country, at Auchen- 
tore, within half a mile of the fort, killed a few, and took feveral prifoners. His former 
engagements with the general obliged him at lad to join, which he did, with a great 
number of his clan ; but was not long with him when he had certain information that 
the governor of Inverlochy availed himfelf of Lochiel’s abfence, by making his troops 
cut down the woods, and, collet ail the proviAons in the country. His return to Loch- 
aber being neceffary, Middleton agreed to it, upon condition he would leave the greated 
part of his men behind him. This he did, and fet'out privately for his country with 
only one hundred and fifty men. He foon found his information was too true : in 
order to obtain redrefs, he poded his men, early in the morning of the day after his 
arrival, in different parts of a wood called Stronnevifs, within a mile of the garrifon, 
where the foldiers ufed to come out every morning to cut and bring in wood. Four 
or Avc hundred came in the ordinary manner. Lochiel, obferving them from a con- 
venient part of the wood where he reded, gave the Agnal at a proper time. His men 
fqon made the attack, the enemy were foon routed, and a great daughter made ; one 
hundred fell upon the fpot, and the purfuit was carried on to the very walls of the gar- 
rifon. It is remarkable ^hat not an officer efcaped, they being the only adive perlons 
that made refidance. « Thus continued Lochiel for fome time a ped to the garrifon, 
frequently cutting off fmall detachments, partly by dratagem, partly by force ; but his 
name carried fo much terrox with it, that they gave him no opportunity for fome time 
of doing them much hann. 

General Middleton being at this time extremely unfuceefsful in ibrne of his adven- 
tures, particularly in an afttoiylome of his troops had lately with Major-general Morgan 
at Lorhgarry, where t^ey were totally defeated, fent an exprefs to Lochiel fup'plicaung 
bis prefeiice, that meafures might be concerted how to conclude the war in an honour- 
able manner. Lochiel refolved to go at the head of three hundred men, and made the 
proper preparations for his journey with all imaginable fecrecy } yet the governor gets 
notice of his intended expedition, and orders Morgan if poffible to ilXitercept him. Mid- 
dleton^was at Brae-mar, in the head of AberdeenibjFe, between which place and Loch- 
aber there is. a continued range of hills for upwards of one hundred* miles. Over thefe 
did he travel, fleeping in flxellings, (huts which the herds build for (belter when in the 
mountains) on beds- of hedder with their crops turned inwards, without any covering 
but his plaid. In the courfe of this expedition he was like to'be furprifed by the activity (ff 
Morgan once and again ; but getting up to the tops of the mountains, he always efcap<^ 
the enemy, but frequently not to their proAt, as his men often run down the hill, and 
after dafebarging atew pieces or arrows among them, would as eafxly afeend. 
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Soon after his junflion with Middleton the war was given over, and Middleton r©* 
tired to France, having prefented Lochiel with a moft favourable declaration, Agned at 
Dunvegan, in Sky, March 31, 1665. But though' the war was thus given over in ge- 
neral, and many of the nobility and heads of clans had fubmitted to Monk, upon getting 
their eflates reilored, Lochiel iUll flood out, not able to bear the infolence of tlje troops 
quartered in a garrifon fo near him. For the governor, encouraged by the departure 
of Middleton, and taking the advantage of Lochiel’s abfence in Sky, ufed to allow his 
officers to go out frequently in hunting parties, well guarded with a good number of 
armed men, deftro^ing the game. Lochiel, on his return, having learned this, loon 
ptit a flop to their infolence ; for convening a party of the Camerons, he watched one 
day at a convenient place, while he faw one of thefc hunting parties coming towards the 
hill whereon he fat, and having divided his men, and given them proper inltrudions, 
the attack was made with fuccefs : moft of the party yrere flain, and the reft taken pri- 
foners. The lofs of fo many officers afforded new matter of grief and aftonifliment to 
the governor, and prompted him to make fome attempts fo obtain redrefs, but they 
were all in vain. He, however, by this time became acquainted with the Atuation and 
manners of the country, and procured a number of mercenary defperadoes around him, 
who gave him exa£l intelligence of whatever happened. This obliged Lochiel to flit 
his quarters to a farther diftance from the fort, \vhile he employed fuch of his clan as 
continued faithful, as counter-fpies near the garrifon j and by their means the refolu- 
tions and plans of the governor were not only made public, but many of his fpies were 
detefled and apprehended, whom Lochiel ordered to be hung up, without any ceremony 
or form of trial. 

Soon after his encounter with the hunring party, an exprefs came to him from the 
laird of M‘Naughtin, a true royalift in Cowal, a country oppoAte to inverara, in Ar- 
gylefhire, acquainting him that there were in that country three F.ngliffi and one Scotch 
colonel, with other officers, who were deputed by General Monk to furvey the forts 
and fortified places in that part of the Highlands ; and that it was poffible to feize them 
with a few ftout fellows. Lochiel, rejoiced at this intelligence, picked out one hundred 
choice Camerons, with whom he marched for Cowal, ftill keeping the tops of the 
mountains, left his defigns fhould be difeovered and publiflied. There he met his 
friend M‘Naughtin, who informed him that the officers lay at a certain inn, well guarded 
with armed foldiers. Upon which he gave the proper orders to his men, who exe- 
cuted them with fo much expedit'on and (kill, that the officers, fervants; and foldiers 
were all apprehended, and carried, almoft without halting, to a place of feenrity, before 
they well knew where they were. 'I’his place was a {^iCl ifland in Loch-Ortnick, a 
freffi-water lake twelve miles in length, about ten miles north of Inverlochy. 

The prifoners, though terrified at firft, were foon undeceived. The horrible execu- 
tions which Lochiel's men made in the feveral rencounters they wore engaged in, made 
his enemies believe him to be cruel and fanguinary in his dilpofilion j but the gentle 
treatment and the great civility the prifoners met with foon convinced them of the con- 
trary : he omitted nothing that could contribute to their happinefs ; but particularly 
he propofed and exhibited feveVal hunting matches, which gave them great fatisfa£lion. 
During their imprifonment, they took the liberty now and then to reprefent to Lochiel 
the expediency and the prudepce of a treaty with the general. He at firft rejefted the 
motion, and fcomed the advice ; but being often repeated, he began to give way to 
their reafonings, but ftill faid that no wife man Ihould truft his fafety in the hands of 
their pretended proteClor, whole whole life was a continued fccne of ambition, rebellion, 
hypocrify^ and cruelty and that though he was able to do Utile for the fervice of the 
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King or his country, yet would he always prcferve his confcience and honour unflained, 
till erhaps a more favourable opportunity of reftoring the King might olFcr. Thefc 
conferences being often renewed, brought Lochiel to dtfclare hiinfelf in a more; favour- 
able manner. For the truth is, that he difemblcd his fentiments at firh, wunrinj* no- 
thing fo much as an honourable treaty j for his country vvasiinpoverlfiied, and Iiis peo- 
ple almolt ruined. He ftill, however, protelled, that before he would conllnt to difaria 
himl’elf and his clan, abjure his King, and take oaths to the Ufurper, he would live as 
an outlaw and fugitive, without regard to confequences. To this it was anfwcred, that 
if he only (hewed an inclination to fubinit, no oath (hould be required, and he (hould 
have his own terms. 

In confcquence of this affirmation, Lochiel, with the advice of his friends, made out a 
draught of his conditions, which were tranfmitted to General Monk, by Colonel 
Campbel, one of the prifoners, he having given his word of honour he would foon re- 
turn. Upon receipt of this, the General made out a new fet of articles, of much the 
fame nature with the draught fent, which he returned to Lochiel, fignifying to him, if 
he agreed thereto they would (land good, otherwife not. After (bme little alterations,- 
Lochiel confented, and the MarquLs of Argyle became his guarantee. This treaty was 
burned in a houfe of Lochiel's, which was confumed by accident. However, the mod 
material articles arc preferved in Monk’s letters to him, and are as follows. 

* No oath was required of Lochiel to Cromwell, but his word of honour to live in 
peace. He and his clan were allowed to keep their arms as before the war broke out, 
they behaving peaceably. Reparation was to be made to Lochiel for what wood the 
Governor of Inverlocliy cut on his grounds. A free and full indemnity was granted 
him for all riots, depredations, and crimes committed by him or his men preceding the 
prefent treaty. Reparation was to be made to the tenants for all the loll’os th(’y fuf- 
tained from the garrilon foldiers. 'I’he tithes, cefs, and other publick burdens which 
'had not been paid during the wars, wer^ I'emitted on condition they (hould be paid af- 
terwards, with feveral others of the like nature.’ All that was demanded by Monk of 
l.ochici, was, that he and his clan (Ituuld lay down their arms in the name of King 
(diaries II. before the Governor of Inverlochy, and take them up again in name of the 
States, without menticftiing the protedor ; that he would afterwards keep the peace, 
pay public burdens, and lupprefs tumults, thefts, and depredations- 

Thefe articles. being agreed (o, and fubferibed by Monk and Lochiel, the prifoners 
were difeharged, but I.ochiel begged they would honour him with their prefence at the 
ceremony of laying down their arms, which they complied with. Having convened a 
refpedable number of his cl^ij^he ranged them iijto companies, under the command of 
the captains of their refpedive tribes, and put himiclf at their head. In this manner ho 
marched to Inverlochy, in the fame order as if going to battle, pipes playing, and 
colours flying. The Governor drew out the foldiers, and put them in order on a plain 
near the fort ; placing them on two lines oppofite to the Camerons. Lochiel and the 
Governor firft faluted each other as friends. The articles of the treaty were then read, 
and the ceremony of laying down and taking up tlie arms performed. Both parties 
afterwards partook of a fplendid entertainment, prepared by the Governor for the oc- 
eafion to the great fatisfatUon of all prefent. Thus did Lochiel, the only chief in the 
Highlands that continued to fupport the royal caufc after it^vas agreed the war (hould be 
given over, at laft fubmit in an honourable way. Monk fent him a letter of thanks for 
his chearful compliance, dated at Dalkeith, 5 June 1655. • 

During the remaining part of Oliver’s life, and the reigns of King Charles II. and 
James II., Lochiel liveddiiefly at home, in a broken kind of tranquillity, occafioned by 
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the dt{lra€Uons of the times, and the preteofions of neighbouiing Chiefe and Lairds to . 
parts of his cflate : but he always iliewed fo much prudence and courage on every 
emergency, as gained him the friendihip of the great and the efteem of all. He was 
held in particular favour by the two brothers Charles and James, and received from them 
many marks of their royal regard. It may not be unworthy the attention of t)ie curious 
to narrate the following incident. 

Lochiel and the Laird of M*lntofh had a long difputc concerning fome lands in Loch- 
aber. M‘Intofli claimed them in confequcnce of a grant of them he had from the Lord 
of the Lfles, afterwards confirmed by K. David Bruce : Lochiel’s plea was perpetual pofo 
feflion. The contefl was often renewed, both at the law courts and by arms. Many 
terms of accommodation were propofed to the contencHng parfies but in vain. King 
Charles II. himfelf would needs be the mediator ; but nothing but fuperior force would 
prevail. In 1665, M‘Intofh, with his own cUnand the M‘Pherfons, convened an army 
of 1 500 men, with which he fets out for Lochaber. Lochiel, aided by the M*Gregors, 
raifes laco, 900 of which were armed with guns, broad fwords and targets, and 300 
with bows and arrows. (It is remarked, this was the lad confiderable body of bow> 
men that ever w'as feen in the Highlands.) Juft as they were in view of one another, and 
almoft ready to fight, the Earl of Breadalbane, who was coufin german to both, arrived 
at the head of 300 men, and immediately fent for the two chiefs. He declared who- 
ever fhould oppofe the terms he was to offer, he fhould join the contrary party with all 
his power, and be his foe while he lived. Accordingly propofals of agreement were made, 
and fubmitted to by both parties. Lochiel continued in poffefiion of the lands : for 
which a fum of money was given to M^Intofh, to renounce alt claims for the future. 
The articles of agreement were figned aoth September 1665, about 3 ‘ 5 o years after the 
commencement of the quarrel ; and next day the two Chiefs bad a friendly meeting, . 
and exchanged fwords. The leading gentlemen of > both clans performed the fame 
friendly ceremony. 

It muft appear (I range, that now not a bow is to be feen in the Highlands, nor any 
propenfity towards that kind of armour. One might imagine, when the difarming aft 
took place, bows and arrows would have been a good fubftitute for guns ; and, if I 
recollefk right, there is no prohibition of bows in the aft, “ 

At the revolution. Sir Ewen, who was always prepoffeffed in favour of the heredit- 
ary right, and particularly fo'r James, whofe fnendihip he had often experienced, and 
was refolved to fupport his caufe, as far as he could, at all hazards. In this refolution 
he was confirmed by a letter he had from James, dated 29 March iddq, then in Ire- 
land, foliciting his aid, and that of his fiicnds. Upoivrdicipt of this letter, he vifited 
all the neighbouring Chiefs, and. wrote to thofe at a diftance,, communicating to them 
the King’s letter, and calling a general meeting to concert what meafures Ihould be 
taken. They affembled on May 1 3th, near his noufe, and mutually engaged to one 
another to fupport his Majefty’s intereft againft all invaders. When Vifeount Dundee 
got a commiliion from King James to command his troops in Scotland, Lochiel joined 
him yrith his clan, notwithftanding that General M‘Kay made him great offers, both in 
money and titles,* to abandon James’^ intereft. 

He made ^ dii^guilhed figure at the ikirmilh of Killicrankie, under Lord Dundee, 
againft General M‘Kay, though then above the age of fixty-three. He was the moft 
Iknguine man in the council Vor fighting ; and in the battle, though placed in the centre 
pppofite to General McKay’s own regiment, yet fpoke he to his men one by one, and 
took their fcveral engagements either to conquer or die. Juft as they began to light, he 
iidU upon this ftratagem to encourage his men : He commanded fuch cf t le Camerons as 

5 were 
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were polled near him to make a great ihout, which being fecondcd by thore who flood 
on the right and left, run quickly through the whole army, and was returned by the 
enemy. But the noife of the mufquets and cannon, with the echoing of the hills^ 
made the Highlanders fancy that their (houts were much louder and briiker than that of 
the enemy ; and Lochiel cried out, “ Gentlemen, take courage, the day is ours ; I 
am the oldeft commander in the army, and have always obferved fomething ominous and 
fatal in fuch a dull, hollow,, and feeble noife as the enemy made in their fliour, which 
prognofticates that they are all doomed to die by our hands this night ; whereas ours 
was briik, lively, and ftrong, and (hews. we have vigour and courage.” Thefe words, 
^reading quickly through the army, animated the troops in a ftrange manner. The 
event juilihed the prcdi£lion : the Highlanders obtained a complete victory. The 
battle was fought 16H9. Lochiel continued for fome time with that army ; but being 
dilTatisfied with the condud of Cannon and fome of the principal officers, retired to 
Lochaber, leaving his fon in his place during the reft of the campaign. 

When terms of fubmiffion were offered by King William to the outftanding chief?, 
though many were glad to accept of them, yet Lochiel and a few others were deter- 
mined to ftand out, until they had King James's permiffion, which was at laft obtained, 
and only a few days before King William's indemnity expired. 

There is nothing clfe memorable, in the publick way, in the life of Sir Ewen Camcroli. 
He outlived hinifelf, becoming a fecond child, even rocked in a cradle ; fo much were 
the faculties of his mind, and the members of his body, impaired, lie died A.D. 
1718. 

APPENDIX.— Number VII. 

Of the Majfacre of the Colquhouns. 

, IN the Baronage of Scotland, by Sir {lobert Douglas, it appears that in the years 
1594 and 1595, the clan. of M‘Gregora with fome of their lawlefs neiglibours, came 
down upon the low country pf Dumbartonffiire, and committed vaft outrages and de- 
predations, efpccially upon the territories of the Colquhouns. 

In 1 602 Humphry Colquhoun railed his vaflals and followers to oppofe them, and 
was joined by many of the gentlemen in the neighbourhood. Both parties met in 
Glenfrone, w.hcre a bloody confli£l enfued. They fought with great obftinucy till night 
parted them, and many brave men were killed on both Cdcs, but the Colquhouns ap- 
pear to have been worited. 1 he Laird of Colquhoun efcaped, and retired to a ftrong 
caftle ; but wm clofely purf^jd by a party of the enemy } they broke into the caftle, 
and found him in a vault, where they inftantly put him to death with many circum- 
ftances' of cruelty. In !he month of February it was that this Humphry Colquhoun 
was flain ; at which time the young noblemen and gentlemen who were at fchool at 
Dumbarton came as fpeftators to fee the battle of Glenfrone, but were not fuffered to 
approach near the danger, but were Ihut up in a barn by the Colquhouns for fafety. 
The M*Gregors prevailing, are faid afterwards to have bi rbiroufly put them all to 
death. - ^ . • , 

This is the account given by the hiftorianbf the family of Lufs, but Mr. Buchanan • 
afferts that the Laird of Lufs efcaped from the battle, and was afterwards killed in 
Benachra Callle by the j^it^Farlanes, through influence of a certain nobleman whom. 
Lufs had difobiiged. 

* Surnames of dam, p: 148. . 
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I.et thefe fa£ls ftaud as related by the partizans of each houfe, but from the various 
afts of council, and the great feverity of them, and by the frequent confirmation of them 
by afts of parliament ftu* near fixty years afterwards, under different princes and differ- 
ent jnfluences, the neceflity of the fuppreflion of this unhappy clan, for the commoti 
good, is fully evinced. 

The humanity of the prefent legiflature did the lad year repeal thefe fanguinary afts ; 
alledging, tliat the caufes inductive of them for fuppreffing the name of Gregour or 
IM‘Gregour, arc now little known and have long ceafed. 


APPENDIX.— Number VIII. 
Jtiiierary. 


Miles. 

DOWNING, j 

21 Chefter, Deonna, Devana, Ptol. ' 

Deva, Anton; Rav. Chorog. Deva, 
colonia legio cretica vicefima Va- 
leria viftrix, R. C. 
a 8 Northwich, Condate, R. C. 

8 Knutsford, 

X 2 Macclesfield, 

I o Buxton, 

13 Middleton, 

I I Chefterfiefli, 

16 Workfop, 

1 2 I’uxford, 

8 Durham Ferry, on the Trent, Tri- 
vonia fl. R. C. 

10 Lincoln, Lindum, Ptol. Anton. Rwv. 
Chorog. R. C. 

6 Wafhenbrough and back to Lincoln, 
i'2 Spittle, 

1 2 Glandford Bridge, 

. 1 2 Barton, 

Humber River, Abus, Ptol. R. C. 

8 Hull, 

8 Burton Conflable, 

22 Burlington Quay, 

Its bay, Gabrantuicorum portuofns 
finus, Ptol. Portus felix, R. C. 


Miles. 

5 Flamborough Head, Brigantum ex- 

trema, R. C. 

10 Huminanby, 

1 o Scarborough, 

13^ Robin Hood’s Bay, 

6 1 Whitby, 

1 3 Skellin Dam, 

9 Gifborough, 

1 2 Stockton, 

Tees River, Tifis fl. R. C. Its 
mouth. Dunum finus, Ptol. 

20 Durham, 

Were River, Vedra fl. R. C. 

6 Chefter-le-Street, Epiacum, R. C. 

9 Nfewcaftle, Pons Aelii, Notit. Imp. 
Tyne River Vedra. fl. Ptol. Tina fl. 

R. C. 

14 Morpeth, 

9 Felton, 

10 Alnwick, Alauna, Rav. Chorog. 

16 Bclford, 

1 6 Berwick, T ueflis, Rav. . Chorog. 

Tweeii^Kiver, Alaunus, Ptol. Tueda, 
R. C. . 


SCOTLAND. 

Miles. 


Miles. 

16 Old Cambus, 

10 Dunbar, Ledone, Rav. Chorog. Dun, 
a fmall hill, and bar a-point of any 
thing. 

s6 North Ilcrwick, 

1 4 Preflon Pans, 

8 Edinburgh, 


9 South Ferry, 

Firth of Forth, Boderia,PtoI. Bodotria. 
Taciti. R..C. 

2 North Ferry, 

Fife County, Horeflii, R. C, Caledonia 
Taciti. 

15 Kinrofs, 


20 Rumbling 
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20 Rumbling Brig, Caftle Campbell, and 
back to Kinrofs, 

13 Callle Dupplin, Duablifis, Rav. 
Chorog. 

8 Perth, Orrea, R. C. 

Tay River and its mouth, Taus, Taciti. 
Tava iEih Ftol. R. C. 

1 Scone, 

I Lunkerty, 

13 Dunkeld, 
ao Taymouth, 

15 Carrie on Loch- Rannoch, 
ao Blair, 

3 5 Through Glen-Tilt to Invercauld, 

18 Tulloch, 

15 Kincairn, 

9 Banchorie, 
i8 Aberdeen, 

Dee River, Diva fl. Ptol. R. C. 

Ythen River, Ituna d. R. C# 

25 Bownefs, 

27 Craigdon Caftle, 

9 Bamff, 

Devron River, Celnius d. R. C. 

8 Cullen, 

22 Callle Gordon, . 

Spey River, CelniUs d. Ptol. Tuedis. 
R. C. 

8 Klgin, Alhacenon, Ray. Chorog. 

10 Forres, • 

I I Tamaway Caftle, Calder, Fort George, 
Firth of Murray, Tuas, ^ft. Ptol. 

Varar. jEft. R. C. 

1 2 Invcmefs^ Pteroton, caftra alata R. C. 
10 Caftle Dunie, 

18 Dingwall, Foules, ^ 

Firth of Cromartie, Loxa. d. Ri C. 
Rofsfliire, Creohes, R. C. The fame 
writer places at Channery in this 
county. Arm dnium Imp. Rom. 

1 5 Ballinagouan, 

6 Tain, Caftra alata, Ptol. 

9 Dornoch. Its Firth, Vara .^ft. Ptol. 

Abona B. R. C. 

Sutherland County, Logi, R. C. 

9 Dunrobin Caftle, 

S Helmfdale, 

Ord of Caithnefs, Ripa alta, Piol. 
vOi.. III. 


Miles. ^ 

Caithnefs County, Carnabli, CattinI, 
R. C. Virubium promontoriuin, 

R.e. 

8 Lang wall, 

15 Clvthe, Clylhenefs, Virvedrum prom, 

R. C. 

8 Thrumfter, 

3 Wick, 

Wick River, Head Ptol. 

16 Duncan’s or Dunglby Bay, and Jolin 

a Groat’s Houfe, 

Dungfby Head, Berubium promonio. 
rium, Ptol. Caledonia extrema, 
R.C. 

Stroma Ifle, Ocetis Infula, R. C. 

2 Canelby, and back the fame road to 
137 Inveraefs, 

inverneis County, Caledonii, R. C. 

17 General’s Hut, 

15 Fort Auguftus, 

Loch Lochy, Longus d. R. C. 

28 Fort William, R. C. places Banatia 
near it. 

14 Kinloch-Leven, 

9 King’s Houfe, 

1 9 Tyendrum. 

12 Dalmalie, 

16 Inveraray, 

22 Tarbut, 

Loch-Lomond, Lincalidor Lacus* 
R.C. 

8 Lufs, 

12 Dunbarton, Theodofia, R. C. 

Firth of Clyde, Glota, Taciti. Clotta 
R. C. 

15 Glafgow, Clidum, Rav. Chorog. 

24 Hamilton, and back to Glafgow, ' 

13 Kylfithe, 

18 Sterling, 

8 Falkirk, 

Calendar, 

1 5 Hopeten Houfe, 

II Edinburgh, 

18 Lenton, 

18 Bild, • 

18 Moffat, 

18 Lockerby. 
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Miles. 

%i Longtown in Cumberland, 

Netherby, Caftra exploratorum, An- 
ton. Aefica, Rav. Chorog. 

9 Cariifle, Lugavallium, Anton. 
x8 Penrith, Bereda, Rav. Chorog. 
j I Shap in Wedmoreland, 

15 Kendal, Concangium, Notit. Imp. 

1 1 Burton, Coccium, R. C. 


Mflcs. 

1 1 I.anca(ler, Longovicus, Notit. Imp. 

Lune River, Alanna, fl. R. C. 

It Garftang, 

11 Prefton, 

1 8 Wigan, 

13 Warrington, 

21 Chefter, 

2 1 Downing in Flintfliire. 


The ancient names of places marked R. C. are borrowed from the late Dr. Stuke- 
ley’s account of Richard of Cirenceder, with his ancient Map of Roman Britain and 
the Itinerary thereof, publiflied in lyjy. The reft f»’om Mr. Horfley’s remarks oa 
Ptolemy, Antonine’s Itinerary, Notitia imperii, and Ravennatis Britanniae Chorographia. 
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A TOUR IN SCOTLAND, AND VOTAGE TO THE HEBRIDES IN 1772. 

By Thomas Pi-hsant. 


TO SIR JOSr.PH BANKS, BARONET. 

Dear Sir, 

1 THINK inyfdf fo much indebted to you, for making me the vehicle for convey- 
ing to the public the rich difeovery of your lait voyage, that I cannot difpenfc with this 
addrefs, the ufual tribute on fuch occafions. You took from me all temptation of en- 
vying your fuperiorgood foriune, by the. liberal declaration you made that the Hebrides 
were my ground, and yourfelf, as you pleafantly exprefled it, but an interloper. May 
1 meet with fuch, in all my adventures ! 

Without Icffening yotir merit, let me fay that no one has Lfs reafon to be fparing ot 
his (lores of knowledge. Few polfefs fo large a (Irare : you enjoy it without ollenta- 
tion; and with a facility of communication, the rcfult of natural endowments joined with 
an immcnfity of obfervation, collefted in parts of the world, before, either of doubtful 
exiflence, or totally unknown. You have enriched yourfelf with the ircafures of the 
globe, by a circumnavigation, founded on the moll liberal and fcientific principles. 

The lixteenth century received lullre from the numbers of generous volunteers of 
rank and fortune, who, dillinguiUniig theinfclves by the contempt of riches, eafe, and 
luxury, made the moll hazardous voyages, like yourfelf, animated by the love of true 
glory. 

In reward, the name of Banks will ever cxill with thofe of Clifford, Raleigh and 
Willoughby, on the rolls of fame, celebrated inllanccs of great and enterprizing fpirits : 
and the ardlic Solander mud remain a fine proof that no climate can prevent the feeds 
of knowledge from vegetating in the bread of innate ability. 

You have had judly a full triumph decreed to you by your country. May your 
laurels for ever remain unbliglited ! and if file has deigned to twine for me a civic 
wreath, return to me the fame good wilh. 

I am,_with every due acknowlegement, 

~ ‘ Sir, your obliged, and molt obedient humble Servant, 

THOMAS PENNANT. 

Downing. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS journey was undertaken in the fummer of 1772, in order to render more 
complete my preceding tour j and to allay that fpccies of redlefsnefs that infedls many 
minds, on leaving any attempt unfinilhed. Confeious of my deficiency in feveral re- 
fpcdls, I prevailed on two gentlemen to favour me with their company, and to fupply 
by their knowledge what I fcund wanting in myfelf. 

To the Rev. Mr. John Lightfoot, ledurcr of Uxbridge, I am obliged for all the bo- 
tanical remarks fcattered^ over the following pages. But it gives me great picafure to 
fay that he means to extend his favours, by foon giving to the public a Flora Scotica, 
an ample enumeration and hillory of the plants, obferve^ by him in the feveral places 
we vilited. 'To Mr. Lightfoot, I mull join in my acknowledgements, the Rev. Mr. 
John Stuart ofKiUin, fdr a variety of hints, relating to cuftoms of the natives of the 

a 2 Highlands 
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Highlands, and of the iilands, which by reafon of my ignorance of the Erfe or Galic 
language, mud have efcaped my notice. To both I was indebted for all the comforts 
that anfe.from the fociety of agreeable and worthy companions. 

I muft not omit my thanks to the feveral gentlemen who favoured me at different 
times with accounts and little hidories of the places of their refldencc, or their environs. 
To begin with the mod fouthern, my bed acknowledgements are due to * * 

Mr. Aikin, Surgeon, for the account of Warrington. 

Mr. Thomas Wed favoured me with feveral things relating to the north of Lanca* 
fhire. 

Doctor Brownrigg, the Rev. Doctor Bum, Jofeph Nicholfon Efq. of Hawkfbery,. 
and the Rev. Mr. Farilh of Carlifle, afforded me large fupplies relating to their counties 
of Wedmoreland and Cumberland. 

In Scotland, John Maxwel, Efq. ; of Broomholme, and Mr. Little of Langholinc 
favoured me with feveral remarks relating to Elkdale. v 

The Rev. Mr. Jaffray, minider of Ruthwell, with a hidory of his parilh. 

Sir William Maxwell, Baronet of Springkeld, with variety of drawings, found at the 
Roman dation at Burrens. 

John Goldie, Efq. } of Dumfries, fupplied me with numbers of obfervations on that 
town and county. 

The Rev. Mr. Duncan Macfarlane of Drummond, with an account of his parifli. 

Mr. John Golbom, engineer, with an account of Glafgow, and various mifcellancous 
remarks. 

For the excellent account of Paidey, I am indebted to Mr. Francis Douglas. 

The Rev. Mr. Gerlhom Stuart fent me materials for an account of the ifle of Arran. 

Alexander Campbel Efq. of Ballole, and Charles Freebiun Efq. communicated 
feveral obfervations relating to the illc of Hay. 

Sir Jofeph Banks, Baronet,- communicated tp me his defeription of Staffs}, and per- 
mitted my artid to copy as many of the beautiful drawings in his colledion, as would be 
of ufe in the prefent work. 

I mud acknowledge myfclf in a particular manner indebted to the Rev. Mr. Donald 
Macquin of Kilmuir, in the ifle of Skie, for a mod indru^ve correfpondence relating to 
the ancient cudoms of the place, and to its various antiquities. A fmall part 1 have 
mingled with my own account : but the greater lhare, in judice to the merit of the 
writer, I have delivered unmutilated in the Appendix to the third volume. 

The Rev. Mr. Dounie, Minider of Gair-loch, obliged me with various remarks on 
his neighbourhood. ^ 

The Rev. Mr. Donald Ma'clcod of Glenelg, the fame, refpe£ling bis. 

To Doflor Ramfay of Edinburgh, I mud return thanks, for a variety offervices: tO' 
Mr. George Paton of the fame place, for an indefatigable and unparmlleledainduity in 
procuring from all parts any intelligence that would be of ufe to the work in view. 
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Monday the i8th of May, for afecond time, take my departure for the North, 
V_^ from Chcfter ; a city without parallel for the lingular llrudurc of the four princi- 
pal flrecj^, which are as if excavated out of the earth, and funk many feet beneath the 
furface ; the carriages drive far below the level of the kitchens, on a line with ranges of 
(hops j and over them, on each fide the ftreets, paffengers walk from end to end, fecure 
from wet or heat, in galleries purloined from the firft floor of each houfe, open and 
balullradcd in front; The back courts of all thefe houfes are level with the ground, 
but to go into any of the four ftreets it is neceflary to defcend a flight of fevertl Iteps. 

I'he ftreets were once confiderably deeper, as is apparent from the fliops, whofe 
floors lie far below the prefent pavement. The leffer ftreets and allies that run into the 
greater ftreets, were Hoped to the level of the bottoms of the latter, as is particu’arly 
vifible in Bridge-ftreet. It is diflicult to ailign a reafon for thefe hollowed ways : 1 can 
only fuppofe them to have been the void left after the deftruftion of the ancient vaults 
mentioned by an ancient hiftorian » “ In this cyte, (fays the Polychronicon *,) ben ways 
under erthe with vowtes and ftone-werke wonderly wrought thre chambred werkes : I 
grave with old mennes names therein. There is alfo Julius Ceaars name wonderly in 
iloncs grave, and other noble mennes alfo, with the wrytynge about meaning the 
altar and monumental inferiptions of the Romans. 

The cathedral ’’till the reformation the church of the rich monaftery of St.-Wer- 
burgh^ is an ancient ftruflure, very ragged on the outfide, from the nature of the fri- 
able red ftonef with which it is built ; but flill may boaft of a mofl: elegant Weftem 
front ; and the tabernacle work in the choir is very neat : St. Werburgh’s Ibrine is 
now the bilhop’s throne, decorated with the figures of Mercian monarchs and faints ; to 
whom the fair patronefs was a bright exjimple, living immaculate with her huiband 
Ccolredus, copying her aunt the great Ethelreda, who lived for three years, with not 
lefs purity, with her good man Tonberflus, and for twelve with her fecond huiband, 
the pious Prince Egfrid. Hiftory relates, that this religious houfe was originally a 
nunnery, founded A. D.,660, by Wulpherus, King of the Mercians, in favour of his 
daughter’s indifpofition. The nuns, in procefs 01 time, gave way to canons fccular ; 
and they again were difplaced by Hugh Lupus, nephew to the conqueror, 1095, 
their room fupplied by Benedi&ines. 

The beauty and elegant finiplicity of a very antique Gothic chapter-houfe, and its 
fine veftibule, merits a vifit from every traveller. The date of the foundation is uncer- 
tain, but it feems, from the fimilitude of roof and pilallers in a chapel in the fquare 
tower in the caftle, to have been the work of cotemporary architefls, and thefe archi- 
tefts were probably Norman } for the mode of fquare tow^s, with fquared angles, was 
introduced immediately on the conqueft. 

The cloifters, the great refeftory, now the free-fehool, and a gate- way of moft lingu- 
lar ftruflure, are at prefent the foie remains of this monaftery. The ruins near St. 
John’s church are fine reliques of the piety of the t^mes^.and the mafly columns, and 

* Higdeo** Polychronicon, or rather that by Roger Ceflrenfis, a BenediAine monk of Sf. Werburgh’a ; 
from whom Higdcn is faid to-have ftolen the whole workii This Roges wai cotemporary with Trivet, 
whodiedA. D. lyaS. 

-(• Vale Royal, ij^. 

7 ‘ 



PEKNANT's second tour in SCOTLAND. 


174 

round arches within the church, mod curious fpecitnens of the clumfy drength of Saxon 
architefture. The former are probably the remains of the monadery of Sf. Mary, 
founded by Randai, fecond E. of Cheder, for Bcnedicline nuns. The church was 
founded by King Ethglred, in 689 : an uncouth infeription on the walls informs us, 
that ‘ King Ethelred minding more the blitie of heaven, edified a colledge church not- 
able and famous in the fu'^ urbs of Cheder pleafant atid beauteous in the honovhfrof God 
and the baptill St. John with the help of bilhop WuTricc and good Excillion •.* It was 
rebuilt in 9of', by Ethelred, E. of Mercia, after he had expelled the Danes out of the 
city. This was alfo the cathedral, until fupplonted in 155 1, by the church of the abbey 
of St. Werburgh. 

The cadle is a decaying pile, rebuilt by one of the Norman earls, on the fite of the 
more ancient fortrefs. The walls of the city (the only ccmiplete ipccimen of old for- 
tifications), arc one mile three quarters, and a hundred and one yards in circumference, 
and, being the principal walk of the inhabitants, are kept in excellent order. The 
views from the feveral parts are very fine : the mountains of Fiintfliire, the hills of 
Broxton, and the inl’ulated rock of Ilcedon, form the ruder part of the fceiiery : a rich 
Hat gives us a fofter view, and the profptft up the river towards Boughton, recalls in 
fome degree the idea of the Tliames and Richmond hill; 

The Ilypocaud, near the Feathers inn, is one of the remains of the Romans, it being 
well know that this place was a principal Ration. Among many antiquities found here, 
none is more Angular than the rude I'culpture of the Dea Armigera Minerva, with her 
bird and altar, on the face of a rock is a Iniall field near the Welch end of the bridge. 

Cheder has been, at different times, a place d'armes^ a great thorough-fare between 
the two kingdom.*, and the refidenceuf a numerous and poliflied gentry. Trade, till of 
late years, was but little attended to, but at prefent efforts are making to enter into that 
■of Guinea, America, and the Baltic. 

Since the year 1736, and not before, great quantities of linen-cloth have been im-- 
ported from Ireland to each of the annual fairs : in' that year 449654 yards ; and* at pre- 
fent about a million of yards are brought to each fair. Hops are another great article 
of trade* for above ten thoufand pockets are fold here annually, much of which is for- 
warded to the neighbouring idand. But the only daple trade of the city is in (kins, 

■ multitudes of which are imported, dreffed here, but fent out again to be manufaftured. 
Here is a well regulated poor-houfe, and an infirmary ; the lad fupported by contribu- 
tions from the city, its county, and the adjacent counties of North-Wales. The fird 
has happily the lead ui'e of this pious foundation ; for, whether from the drynefs of the 
fituation, the cleamefsof the air, or the purity of the w^^:, the proportion of deaths to 
the inhabitants has been only as i to 3 1 ; whereas in I-ondoQ i in so and 3-4ths ; in 
Leeds I in 2 1 and 3-5ths ; and in Northampton and Shrewfbury, i in ^6, annually 
pay the great tribute of nature f- Might I be permitted to moralize, I (hould call this 
the reward of the benevolent and charitable difpofition, that is the charafteridic of this 
city ; for fuch is the facrifice that is pleafingto the Almighty. 

About two miles from Cheder, pal's over Hoole heath, noted for having been one of 
the places of reception for dr.angers edablifhed by Hugh Lupus, in order to people his 
new dominions. This in particular was theafylum allotted for the fugitives of Wales. 

Ride through the fmall town of Trafford ; this, with the lordlhip of Newton, was, as 
Daniel King ooferves, one of the fweet morfels that the abbot of St. Werburgh and his 

♦ So tranflated from bono auxtiio. 

+ Vide the obfcivau'ons oh this fubje^t of that humane pliyficlan, my worthy friend^ Dr. Haygarth. 

J convent 
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convent kept for their o^n wholefome provifion. Get into a tra£l of fandy 
country, and pafs beneath Hellelby«Tor, a high and bluff termination of ndamcre 
foreft, compofed of the fame friable ftone as that near Chefter, but veined with yellow. 
Hence a view of the jun£lion of the Wefever and the Merfey, and an extenfive trail of 
marfliy meadow, with feme good and much rufhy grafs } and beyond is iiie beginning 
of the t^de eftuary that flows by Liverpool. 

Crofs a little brook, called Llewyn, and reach Frodefham ; a town of one long 
ftreet, which, with its caftle, was allotted by Edward I. to David, brother to Llewelyn, 
laft Prince of Wales, as a retainer in his double perfidy againft his own blood, and his 
own country. Not a vefiige is left of the caflle, which ftood at the weft end of the 
town ; was latterly ufed as a houfe by the Savages, and was burnt down in 1652, when 
one of that name, an Karl Rivers, lay dead. in it. 

This, as well as moft other towns and villages in Chefhire, (lands on an eminence of 
fand-ftone, and by that means enjoys a fituation dry, wholefome, and beautiful. 

The church ftands at a vaft height above the town. In the regifter are thefe two re- 
markable in fiances of longevity : March the 13th, 1592, was buried Thomas Hough, 
aged 141 ; and the very liext day was committed to the earth, Raiulle Wall, aged 103. 
I obferved alfo, that in the winter of 1574, the peftilence reached this fequeftered place, 
for four are then recorded to have died of it. In ea-ly times that avenging angel fpread 
dt-ftrudion through all parts of the land ; bur her power is now rcafed by the provi- 
dential ceffation of the natural caufes that gave rife to that moft dreadful of calmities. 

Above the church is Beacon hill, with a beautiful walk cut along its fide. At the 
foot are four butts (archery being ftill pradifed here) for an cxcrcifo in which the war- 
riors of this county were of- old eminent. The butts lie at four, eight, twelve, and 
fixtecn roods diflance from each other : the laft are now difufed, probably as the pre- 
fent race of archers prefer what is called (hort.fhooting *. 

Crofs the Weever, on a good ftone-bridge : from a neighbouring warehoufe much 
chcefe is fliipped off, brought down the riv -r in boats from the rich grazing grounds, 
that extend as far as Nantwich. The river, by means of locks, is navigable for barges 
as high as Win flow bridge; but below this admits veffelsof lixty tons;. The channel 
above and below is deep and clayey, and at low water very difagrc-eable. ■ 

^ On the north banks are the ruins of Rock favago, fullered, wiihin memory, to fall to 
decay j once the feat oi a family of the fame name ; and not far remote, on the fame 
range, is Alton, a good houfe, finely fituated, but rendered too naketl through the 
rage of modi ru tafle. 

About two miles farther o!. the right, is Dutton Lodge, once the feat of the Duttons ; 
a family in pofTefiion of a Angular grant, having “ Magirtcrium omnium Lccc'atoruia 
et meretricum totius Ceftreihiiv.” This privilege came originally from Randal 6th 
I.arl of Chefter, to Roger Lacy, conftableof that city, who, when the Earl was clofely 
belieged by the Welfli in Rudland caftle, collected haftily for his relief a band ofmin- 
ftrels, and other idle people, and with them fucceeded in the attempt ; after which his 
fon Johnafligned it to the Duttons, one of that name being afliftantin the affair. 

Reach Halton caftle, feated on an eminence, and giveh by Hughl.upus to Ntgellus, 
Cine of his officers, and founded by one of the two. Nigel held it by this honourable 
ami Ipiritcd fen ice, that whenever the Earl made an cxpe^diiion into Wales, (ho Baron 
of Halton fliould be foremoft in entering the country, and*the laft in coining out f. It 

• I think my/clf indebted to Mr. Robertfon, librarian to the Royal Society, an old atchtr. for th% 
rorr-cction or this pafTri^c. 

f BIouui’k Ancient Tcimics. 
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became afterwards the property of the houfc of -Lanca(ler,*and was a favounte bunting 
feat of John of Gaunt. The caftle is a ruin, except a part kept as a prifon. It belongs 
to the duchy of Lancafter, and has (HU a court of record, and other privileges. 

From the caftle is the moft beautiful view inGheOiire ; a rich profpefl: of the mean- 
ders of the R'Vrfey, through a fertile bottom ; a pretty wooded peninfula jutting into it 
oppofite to Runcorn j the great county of Lancafltire, filled with hedge-row trees ; and: 
beyond f )ar the hills of Yorkfhire and Lancafliire ; and on the other fide appears Che- 
ftiirc, and the ftill loftier Cambrian mountains ; but clofe beneath, near the church, is 
ftill a more plcafing view ; that of a row of neat alm-houfes, for the reception of the 
fuperannuated 1 ‘ervants of the houfe of Norton, founded by the late Pufey Brook, Efq.,' 
my friend, and the friend of mankind. 

Defcend the hill, and pafs by Norton, a good modern houfe, on the fite of a priory 
of canons regular of St. Auguftinc, founded by William, fon of Nigellus, A. D. 1 135, 
who did.not live to complete his defign : for Kuftace de Burgaville granted to Hugh de 
I'atherik palture for a hundred flieep, in cafe he finillied the church in all refpefts con- 
formable to the intent of the founder. It was granted at the dilfolution to Richard 
Brook, Efquire. 

Continue my way along a flat dull country, reach the banks of the Merfey, ride over 
a long caufeway, having before me a perfedl wood of lofty poplar, that fpe'aks the foil j 
and Warrington as if in the midft of it. Enter 

Lancafliire, after crofling a handfome ftone bridge of four arches, which leads into 
the town, and was built by the firft Earl of Derby, to acconmiodatc Henry VII., then 
on his road on a vifit to his lordlhip, probably to footh the Earl after the ungrateful exe- 
cution of his brother. Sir William Stanly. It was at firft a toll-bridge, but his lordihip 
generoufly releafed the country from that tax, at a lols of as many marks as was equi- 
valent to the portion of one of his daughters. 

The priory of the hermh friers of Aeguftine, founded before 1379, ftood near the 
bridge, but not a relique exifts. The entrance into the town is unpromifing,^the ftreets 
long, narrow, ill-built, and crowded with carts and paflengers ; but farther on are airy, 
and of a good width, but afford a ftriking mixture of mean ' buildings and handfome 
houfcs,.as is the cafe with moft trading towns that experience i hidden rife ; not that 
this place wants antiquity, for Lehind fpeaks of its having a better market than Man- 
chefter upwards of two hundred years ago. At that time the principal part of the town 
was near the church, remote from the bridge, and was acqeflible only by a ford, but 
the conveniency of a fafer tranfit foon drew the buildings to that end. 

The church has of late undergone much alteration, bSi two of the ancient fide-cha- 
pels ftill remain : one belonging. to the Maflies contains nothing but a finall mural mo- 
nument, with a very amiable charafter of Francis Mafley, Efq. lord of the manors of 
Rixton and Glafbrook, laft of the ancient family, which was extind with him in 1748; 
but in kn oppofite chapel is a magnificent tomb of Sir Thomas Boteler and his lady, in 
alabafter.: their efligieS He at top, hand in hand, he in armour, flie in a remarkable 
mitre-ihaped cap; round the fides are various figures, fuch as St. Chriftopher, St. George, 
and other fuperftitious fculpturcs. The Botelers were of great antiquity in this place ; 
the firft took |iis name from bring butler to Ranulf de Gemons, or Mefehines, Earl of 
Chefter. His pofterity acquired great ppflfeflions in this county *, and one of them 
obtained the charters for markets and fairs at Warrington, from his prince Edward I. 
'tradition fays that Sir Thomas, then refident at Beauly-houfe, near this town, was, 

* Dugdale’e Baronage, J. Cyj. 

with 
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vith his lady, murdered in the night by altaffins,, who crofl'cJ the moat in leathern boats 
to perpetrate their villainy. 

Beneath an arch in the wall near this tomb is another, containing a figure in a long 
robe, muflled up to the chin ; the head wrapped in a fort of cap, and bound with a nc-ai 
fillet, 

Bcfidcs this church is a neat chapel of cafe, lately rebuilt, and many places of wor- 
fliip for Preibyterians, Anabaptifls, Quakers, Methodills, and Roman Catholics : for 
in manufafturing places it often falls out that the common people hapf^ily have a difpo- 
fition to feek. the Lord, but as unhappily difagree in the means of rendering themfelvcs 
acceptable to him. 

Here is a free-fehool, very confiderably endowed, and made very rcfpectablc by the 
merits of the prefent mailer. An academy has of late years been ellablilhed in this 
town, with a view of giving an education to youth on the plan of an univerfity. 

The manufactures of this place are very condderable ; formerly a great quantity of 
checks and coarfe linens were made Iiere, but of late years thefe have given way to that 
of polldavies, or fail-cloth, now carried on with fuch fpirit tin the town and country) 
as to fupply near one half of the navy of Great Britain. The late war gave a great 
rife to this branch, and a hidden improvement to the town. 

The making of pins is another confiderable article of commerce ; locks, hinges, call* 
iron, and other branches of hardware, are fabricated here to a great amount : very 
large works for the refining of copper are carried on near the town ; ard the glafs and 
fugar-houfes employ many hands. By means of all thefe advantages the town has been 
doubled within thefe twenty years j and is fuppofed to contain at prefent befween eight 
and nine thoufand inhabitants. 

The manufadlurcs of this place are moll readily conveyed down to Liverpool by 
means of the Merfoy. The fpring-tides rife at the bridge to the height of nine feet, 
and velfels of feventy or eighty feet can lie at Bank-quay, the port of the town, where 
warehoufes, cranes, and other conveniences for (hipping of goods are credled. I mull 
not omit that thirty or forty thoufand bulhels of potatoes are annually exported out of 
the rich land of the environs of Warrington, into the Mediterranean, at the mcJiuin 
price of fourteen pence per bulhcl. This is the root which honcll Gerard, about two 
hundred and forty years ago, fpcaks of “ as a food, as alfo a meat for pleafui e being 
cither roalled iii the embers or boiled and eaten with oilc vinegar and pepper or drelTcd 
fome other way by the hand of a Ikilful cooke*.” 

The falmon^filhcry is vci7^ confiderable, but the opportunity of fending them to Lon- 
don and other places, at the'ufeginningof the feafon, keeps up the price to about eight- 
pence per p«mnd, which gradually finks to three-pence -or twopcuce-halfpenny, to the 
great aid of the poor manufdflurcrs. Smelts, or as they arc called in all tbe north, 
fparlings, migrate in the fpring up this river in amazing Ihoals, and of a fizc luperior 
U) thofe of other parts, fome having been taken that weighed half a pound, and mea- 
fured thirteen inches. 

In this river is found a fmall filh called the graining, in fome refgefls refembling the 
dace, yet is a dillina and perhaps new fpecies ; tfie ufual length is feven inches and a 
half ; it is rather more flender than the dace, the body is almoll ftrai^ht, that of the 
other incurvated ; the colour of the fcales in this is filvery, with a bluilli call ; thofe of 
the dace have a ycllowilh or grccnilh tinge ; the eyes, the ventral and the ana l fins in 
the graining are of a pale colour f. 

• Herbal, 9*8. f Rays In P. D. 8. P. P. 1 5. V. 9. A. 10. C. 3*. 
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Make a vifit to John Blackbume, Efq., at his feat of Orford, a mile from Warrington ; 
(line and lie there. This gentleman from his earliefl: life, like another Evelyn, has made 
his garden the employ and amufement of his Icifure hours, and been mbif fuccefsful in 
every part he has attempted : in he has an univerfal knowledge in the culture of 
plants. He was the fccond in thefe kingdoms that cultivated the pine-apple ; has the 
belt fruit and the bed kitchen-garden : nis collediion of hardy exotics is exceedingly 
numerous ; and his coIle£Hon of hot-hoqfe plants is at lead equal to any private collec- 
tion in this kingdom. He neglefts no branch of botany, has the aquatic plants in their 
proper elements ; the rock plants on artificial rocks ; and you may be here betrayed 
into a bog by attempting to gather thofe of the morafs*. 

Mrs. Blackburne, his daughter, extends her refearches dill farther, and adds to her 
empire another kingdom : not content with the botanic, die caufes North America to 
be explored for its animals, and has formed a mufeum from the other fide of the At- 
lantic, as pleafmg as it is indru£live. 

In this houfe is a large family picture of the Aflitons of Chadderton, confiding of a 
gentleman, his lady, eleven children living at that time, and three infants who died in 
their birth : it was painted in the rei^ of James I. by Tobias Ratcliff ; but has fo little 
merit, that I fhould not have mentioned it, but to add one more to Mr. Walpole's lid of 
painters. 

May 1 9. Pafs through Winwick, a fmall village, remarkable for being the riched 
rc£lory in England : the living is worth a3ook per annum ; the rector is lord of the 
manor, and has a glebe of 1 300I. annual rent. It is finguK^r that this county, the 
feventh in fize in England, has only fixty-one parifhes ; whereas Norfolk, the next in 
dimenfions, has no fewer than fix hundred and fixty. 

In the wall of an old porch before the reftor of Winwick's houfe, is fafely lodged a 
bible, placed there by a zealous incumbent, who lived in the days of Oliver Crom- 
well, in order that at lead one authentic book might be found, fhould the fanatics cor- 
rupt (he text, and dedroy all the orthodox copies. 

On the outfide of the church is this infcription,'cut in old letters : 

. Hie locus, Ofwaldc, quondam tibi placiiit valde ; ' 

Northannmbroruiii fucras Kcx, iiuiictjiie polotum 
Rcgna Uncs, Prato paHus Maicplde f vocato. 

Anno miileno quingentenoque triceno, 
delator poll Chrillum murum renovaverat ilium : 

Henricu* Johnllon curatua erat I'lmul hie tunc. 

Ofwald was King of Northumberland ; the mod pious prince of his tim<^ and the redorer 
of the Chridian religion in his dominions : at length, A. D. ^40, receiving a defeat 
near Oi'wedry, by Penda, pagan King of Mercia, was there flain, his body cut in pieces, 
and duck on poles by way of trophies. 

At Redbank, between this place and Netrton, the Scots in Augud 1648, after their 
retreat from Predon, made a refolute dand for many hours agaihft the vi£lorious Crom- 
well, who, with great lofs on.both Tides, beat them from their ground, and the next 
day made hiiqfelf mader of all their remaining infantry, which, with their commander, 
l^gutenant- general Bayly, furrendered on the bare co^ition of quarter 

* My refpcAcd and vcnmblc friend, after a long and unfpotted life, died Dec. 19, lySd, aged 9a. 

y Mufer-ficld, near Ofweftry-. g Whitclock, 33a. Clarendon, V. 16a. 
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Pafs through Newton, a finall borough town : the country flat and fertile. On ap- 
proaching Wiggan, obferve feveral fields quite white with thread, bleaching for the ma- 
nufacture of ftrong checks and coarfe linen, carried on in that town and neighbourhood. 

Wiggan is a pretty large town and a borough. It has long been noted for manu- 
fa&uresin brafs and pewter, which now give way to that of chocks: an ingenious fellow 
here turns ranal coal into vafes, obelilks, and fnuff-bOxqs, and forms excellent black- 
moors heads out of the fame material. 

The beft crofs-bows are alfo made in this town by a perfon who fucceeded Ins father 
in the bufmefs ; the laft coming there from Rippon about a century ago. 

In the church is an infeription in memory of Sir Roger Bradfliaigh, of Ilaigh, an 
eminent loyalift in the time of the civil wars j and a tomb, much defaced, of a Sir Wil- 
liam Bradfliaigh and his lady Mabel, who lived in the reigns of Edward II. and llf. 
A remarkable hiftory attends this pair : in the time of the firft monarch he fet out for 
the holy land in quell: of adventures, and left his fair fpoufe at home to pray for his 
fuccefs ; but after fome years* abfence, the lady thinking he made rather too jong a flay, 
gave her hand to Sir Ofmund Nevil, a Welch knight. At length Sir William returns 
in the garb of a pilgrim, makes himfelf known to his Mabej, is acknowledged by her, 
and (he returns to her allegiance : Sir William purfues the innocent invader of his bed, 
overtakes him at Newton-park, where my unfortunate countryman is flain. The poor 
lady being confidered as an acceflary to his death, is condemned to a weekly penance 
of walking barefoot from the chapel in Haigh-hall, three miles diflant, to expiate her 
crime, to a crofs near Wiggan, at this day called Mabel’s crofs. 

Not far from the town is the little river Douglafs, immortalized by the viflories of 
our Arthur * over the Saxons on its bai^. This ftream in 1 727 was widened, deep- 
ened, and made navigable by locks, almoll to the mouth of the Ribble ; and was among 
the firlt of thofe projefts which have fince been purfued with fo much utility to the 
inland parts of the kingdom. This canal conveys coal to fupply the north of the county, 
and even part of Weflmoreland, and in return brings from thence limeftone. 

On an eminence about a mile from Wiggan is Haigh, long the feat of the Bradfhaighs, 
an ancient houfe, built at different times : the chapel fuppofed to be as old as the time 
of Edward 11 . ; in the front arc the Stanly arms, and beneath them thofe of the family, 
which in all civil commotions had united with the former, even as early as the battle of 
Bofvvorih field. 

In this houfe arc fome excellent pictures : our Saviour with his difciples at Emmaus, 
by Titian, with the landloril and waiter j a fine attention and refpe£t is expreffed in the 
countenances of the difciplcsC 

A very fine head of Sir Lionel Tolmach, by Er. Zuchero, on wood, Ihort grey hair, a 
forked beard, rofy complexion ; a beautiful viridis feneitus, 

Eliz. Lady Dacres, daughter of Paul Vifeount Banning, relift of Francis Lord 
Dacrcs, created Countefs of Sheppy for life, by Ch. 11 . in 1680 ; a head on wood ; a 
blooming countenance. . 

A head, by Riley, of Sir John Guife, grcat-grwdfatijcr to the grefent baronet i and 
and another of Lady Guife, by Kncller. 

, Charles I. in his robes. • 

George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, in the robes of the gfarter, affaffmated by the* 
gloomy Felton. 

A large equeftrian pifture of Ch. I., a copy after Va idyck. • 

* Henry of Huntingdon, 31}. 
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Ilis (laughter, M.iry Princefs of Orange, mother to King William. 

Menry Murray, Efq. gentleman of the bed-chamber to CIi. 11 . : his daughter was mar- 
ried to Sir Roger Bradlhaigh, the fecond baronet. 

This neighhourliood abounds with that flue fpecies of coal called canal, perhaps candle 
coal, from its ferving as cheap light for the poor to fpin by during the long, winter 
evenings : it is found in beds of about three feet in thicknefs j the veins clip one yard 
in twenty : are found at great depths, with a black bafs above and below, and are fub- 
jeft to the lame damps fiery and lufFocating as the common coal. It makes the fwceteft 
of fires, and the mo!t cheerful : is very inflammable, and fo clean, that at Haigh hall a 
liunmer-houfe is built with it, which may be entered without dread of foiling the lighted 
cloarhs. 

Sir Roger Bradlhaigh, baronet, the lafl: of the male line, died on September 29, 1 770. 
On the death of his widow in — — , the feat and eflate fell, to Lind fay, Earl of 

Balcarras, in right of his wife Dalrymple, great-grand-daughter to the third Sir 

Roger Bradfliaigh. Endeavours have been made to impute to this houfe the infamous 
regicide John Bradfhaw. 

Leaving Wiggan, obferve on the road fide, near the north end of the town, a monu- 
ment, eredted by Alexander Rigby, Efq., in memory of his gallant commander Sir 
Thomas Tildefty, who was killed on this fpot in the engagement with Lambert, in 1650: 
a faithful domeftic, fupporting his dying mailer, was lliot in that fituation by a rebel 
trooper, who wasinftantly pidoled by his generous officer, who abhorred the barbarity 
even to an enemy. 

Reach Standiili, a village with a very handfome church and fpire fteeple ; the pillars 
within fhew an attempt of the Tufean order j it was rebuilt in 1 584, and chiefly by the 
affidance of Richard Moodie, redlor of the place, who maintained the workmen with 
meat, at his own cod, during the time. He was the fird protedant pador, conformed 
and procured the living by the ceffion of the tythes of Standifh, probably thinking it 
better to lofe part than ail. He lies in effigy on his tomb, drefled in his francifean habit, 
with an inferip-tion declarative of his munificence towards the church. In front of the 
tomb are two finall pillars with Ionic capitals, the dawning of the introdudlion of Gre» 
cian architeflure. 

Here is a handfome tomb of Sir Edward Wrightington, Knight, king’s counfel : he 
died 1658, and lies in aiabader recumbent in his gown. A curious memorial of Ed- 
yrard Chifnal, who was, during the civil wars, colonel of a regiment of horfc, and 
another of foot ; and led there fhould be any doubt, the commilhons are 'given in full 
length upon wood. This gentleman had the honour of daending Latham-houfe under 
the command of the heroine the Countefs of Derby. 

At Mrs. Townley’s, at Standi(h-hall, are fome few reliques of the Arundel colleflion, 
particularly eight pieces'of glafs, with the labours of Hercules, mod exquifitely cut on 
them. A large filver fquare, perhaps thepannel of an altar, with a mod beautiful relief 
of the refurreftioa on it, by P. V. » 605. Two trinkets, one a lion, the other a dragon, 
whole bodies are formed of two vad irregular pearls. 

Mokean excurfion four miles on tHe welt to Holland, a village whi re formerly had 
been a priory of Benediflines, founded by Robert de Holland in 1319, out of th- colle- 
giate chapel, before ferved by canons regular. Nothing remains at prefent but the 
church, and a few walls. The podcrity of the founder rofe to the gveatell honours 
dilrirgfeveral of the following turbulent reigns; but thol'e honours were attended with 
the greated calamities. Robert himfdf, fird fccretary to Thomas of Wcoddock, Earl 
of Laucader, after betraying his mader, lod his head, by (he rage of the people, in the 
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beginning of the reign of Edward III. His pofterity, many at lead of them, were 
equally unfortunate : Thomas de Holland, Duke of Surry, and Earl of Kent, fell in the 
liunc manner at Cirencefter, by the hands of the townfmen, after a rafli iijfurreftion, in 
order to rellore his mailer, Richard If. Ilis half brother, John, Duke of* Exeter, and 
J'arl of Huntinitdou, underwent the fame fate, from the hands of fhe populace, at PleiVy, 
in Effex, for being engaged in the fame tlefign. And his grandfon, Henry, Duke of 
Exeter, experience a fortune as various as it was calamitous. He was the greateft fiibjcft 
in power under Henry VI., and was brother-in-law to Edw'. IV.; yet, as Comines relates, 
during the firft deprellion of his utihappy mailer, he was feen a fugitive in Flanders, run- 
ning barefoot after the Duke of Burgundy’s coach, to beg an alms : on the laft attempt 
to replace Henry on the throne, he again appeared in arnts at the battle of Barnet, fought 
manfully, apd was left for dead in the field ; .a faithful domcllic gave him allillance, and 
conveyed him into fanduary ; he efcaped, and was never heard of till his corpfe was 
found, by fome unknown accident, floating in the fea between Dover and Calais * j and 
thus clofed the eventful hillory of this ill-fated line. 

Return through this deep trad into the road at Standilh : the country from hence 
to Prellon very good ; on the laft a long valley runs parallel. At a place called Pin- 
cock-bridge crofs the Yarrow, a pretty ftream, watering a narrow romantic glen, wooded 
on both fides. 


Ride through Walton, a very populous village, near the Ribble, a fine river, extend- 
ing through a range of very rich meadows, as far as the pidurefque vale of Cuerden. 
Crofs the river on a bridge of five arches, afeend a hill, through lanes once deep, nar- 
row, and of difficult approach, where, in 1715, the rebels made fome refiftance to the 
king’s forces in the ill-concerted affair of that year. 

On the top lies Prefton, a neat and handfome town, quiet, and entirely free from the 
noife of manufadures ; and is fupported by paflTengers, or the money fpent by the 
numerous gentry that inhabit it. It derives its name (according to Camden) from the 
priefts or religious that were in old times the principal inhabitants. Here was a convent 
of grey friars, or Francifeans, founded by Edmund Earl of Lancafter, fon of Henry lU. 
Robert de Holland abovementioned was a confiderable benefador to the place, and was 
buried here. A gentleman of the name of Prefton gave the ground i. Might not the 
town take its name from him ? Here was alfo an ancient hofpital, dedicated to Mary 
Magdalene, meiitioned in 1291 in the Lincoln taxation J. ^ 

I his place was taken by ftorm in 1643, by the parliament forces under Sir John 
Seaton, after a*moft gallant d..fence : it was at that time fortified with brick walls 
North of this town begarf'ihe adion between that gallant officer Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale and the parliament forces under Cromwell. The former commanded the 
Englifh army that was to ad in conjundion with the Duke of Hamilton in his unfbrtu- 
rate invafion in July 1 648. Langdale gave the infatuated Scot notice of the approach 
of Cromwell, and in vain advifing the aflcmbling of the whole force, his counfcl was 
loft. He alone made a ftand in the fields near Prefton for fix hours, unaffifted by the 
duke, who pulhed the march of his troops over the bridge, leaving Sir Marmaduke to 
be overpowered with numbers. • “ • 


The walks on the banks above the Ribble cohtmanda moft beautiful* view of mea- 
dows, bounded by delicious rifings ; the river meandring between till the profped clofes 
with its eftuary. Continue here the whole night, and lie at the Black-Bull 

'IheSpedator has long fince pointed out the knowledge that may becollcded from 
fi^ns : It 18 impoflible not to remark the propriety of the reigning ones of this county • 


* Stow 426. 

*1 Stevens’s Monad. 


. t Tanner, 234. 

^ Parliameiii Chronicle, 268, 
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the triple-legs, and the eagle-and-child, denote the great poffeflions of the Staulies in 
thefe parts ; the bull, the juH: prc-cmincnce of its cattle over other, counties ; and the 
royal-oak, its diftinguilhcd loyalty to its fovereign. 1 am amazed they do not add the 
Gj^ces, for no where can be fecn a more numerous race of beauties among that order, 
who want every advantage to lot oif their native charms. 

May 20. Go over a flat country, with rulhy fields on each fide : crofs the Broke and 
the Calder ; fee on one fide Blazedale fells, and on the other Felling mofs, which fome 
years ago made an eruption fimilar to that of Solway. Crofs the Wier, near Garftang, 
on a bridge of two arches ; about twelve miles lower it fwells into a fine harbour, 
whence the provincial proverb, as fafe as Wicr. Veflels put into it for the fail-cloth 
made at Kirkham. 

Breakfaft at Garftang, a finall town, remarkable for the fine cattle produced in its 
neighbourhood : a gentleman has refufed thirty guineas for a three-year-old cow ; has 
fold a calf of a month’s age for ten guineas, and bulls for an hundred ; and has killed 
an ox weighing twenty-one fcore per quarter, exclufive of hide, entrails, &c. Bulls alfo 
have been let out at the rate of thir^ guineas the feafon ; fo that well might honefl; 
Bamaby * celebrate the cattle of this place, notwithftanding the misfortune he met with 
in one of its great fairs. 

Veni Garftang ubt nata 
Sunt Amenta fronte lata. 

Veni Garftang, ubi male 
Intrana forum beftiale. 

Forte vaccftlando vico 
Hue <t illuc cum amico. 

In Juvcncae dorfum nu 
Cujua cornu Ixfut fui. 

Abundance of potatoes arc raifed about the place, and fent to London, Ireland, and 
Scotland. r 

Sir Edward Walpole is lord of this manor, his father having obtmhed a grant of it 
ffom the crown. 

Near the town, on a knowl, is a fingle tower, the poor remains of Grenehaugh cafile: 
it was built by the firlt Stanley, Earl of Derby, to fecure himfelf in his new pofleflions, 
the forfeited efiates of the Yorkills, who did not bear, without refentment, this ufurpa- 
tion on their property. Among the attainted bnds, which were veiled in his lordihip, 
•are reckoned ihofe of Pilkington, Broughton, and Wotton t- 

Soon after leaving Garllang the country grows more barren, uneven, pr llightly 
hilly. From a common called the Grave have a fine vier/ of 

Lancafier, built of Hone, and lying on the fide of a hill : the cafile, built by Edward 
HI. |, forms one great obj^, the church another ; and far beyond is an arm of the Tea, 
and the lofty mountains of Fumeis and Cumberland. The town is not regular, but is 
well built, and contains numbers of very handfome houfes. Every flranger mull ad- 
mire the front of Mr. Noble's, faced with flone, naturally figured with views, rivers, 
and mountains, in the fame nature with the pietra irnbofeata and ruinata of the Italians. 
The inhabitants are alfo fortunate in having fome very ingenious cabinet-makers fettled 
here, who falaicate mofl excellent and neat goods at remarkably cheap rates, which 
they export to London and the plantations. Mr. Gillow’s warehoufe of thefe manu- 
factures merits a vifit. 

• * Better known by the name of drunken Barnaby, who lived the beginning of laft century, and publilhed 
fils four Itineraries in Latin rhyme. 

f Leland’s Itin. vi. 35. 

j: Vetufla Monumental publiihed by the Society of Anti<juarieS| No. 41. 
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It is a town of much commerce } has fine quays on the river Lune, which brings up 
ihips of <50 tons burden clofe to the place. Forty or fifty fliips trade from hence di- 
re£tly to Guinea and the Weft Indies ; others to Norway. Befides the cabinet goods, 
fome faiUclotb is manufadtured here ; and great numbers of candles are exported to the 
Weft Indies. Much wheat and barley is imported. 

The cuftom-houfe is a fmall but elegant building, with a portico fupported by four 
Ionic pillars, with a beautiful plain pediment : each pillar is fifteen feet and a half high, 
and confifts of a fingle ftone. There is a double night of fteps, a ruftic furbafe and 
coins ; a work that does much credit to Mr. Gillow, the architedf. 

The caftle is very entire ; has a moft magnificent front, confifting of two angular 
towers, and a gateway between, and within is a great fquare tower : the courts of Juf» 
tice are held here ; and here are kept the prifoners of the county, in a fafe yet airy con- 
finement. The caftle and town were furprifed and taken immediately after the ftorming 
of Prefton, by a party fent from thence under the command of Seijeant«major Birch. 

The church is feated on an eminence near the caftle, and commands an extenfive, but 
not a pleafing view. Within is a mural monument in memorjr of Sir Samuel Eyres^ 
one of the judges of the kingVbench in the time -of King William ; and a very pom- 
pous infeription on the grave-ftone of Tho. Covell, fix times mayor ^ the town^ forty- 
eight years keeper of the caftle, forty-fix years one of the coroners of the county, captain 
of the freehold land of the hundred of Lonfdale on this fide the fimds, &c. &c. died 
Aug. I, 1639. 

Ccafcs ccafe to mouriii til tears are vain and loid^ 

He’s fled| not dead> difToIvcd, not defiroyed : 

Jn heav’n his foul doth refti bis body here 
Sleeps in this dull, and his fame every where 
Triumphs: the town, the country, farther forth. 

The land throughout proclaim his noble worth. 

Speak of a man fo courteous, 

free and every way magnanimous $ 

That ftory told at large here do you fee 
Epitomized in brief. Coveil was he. 

Cl 

This is given as a fpccimen of an epitaph fo very extravagant, that the living muft 
laugh to read ; and the deceafed, was he capable, muft bluQi to hear. 

This was one’ of the churches referved by Heni;y VIII. as a fanduary after the aboli- 
tion of that dangerous privilege in the reft of England. 

On the north fide of the church-yard are the remains of an old wall, called the wery 
wall. Camden conjedjires it to have taken its name from Caerwerid, or the green for- . 
trefs, the Britifh name of Lancafter ; and that it was part of a Roman wall. For my 
part, with Leland, I fufpe^l it to have been part of the enclofure of the priory, a cell 
of ^nediftine monks of St. Martin, at Sees in France, fupprefled by Henry V., and 
given to Sion abby. 

The fliambles of this town muft not be omitted : they are built in the form of a ftreet, 
at the public exfence ; every butcher has his fliop, and his name painted over the door. 

Crofs the Lune, on a bandfome bridge of four arches. Since I vifited this town 
there is a new bridge of five arches, built a little above the other, which is yet (landing. 
Turn to the left, and after four miles riding reach Hej!s*bank, and at low water cr.oVs 
the arm of the fea, the Moricambe oFPtolem)r, that divides this part of the county from 
the hundi^ of Fumefs, a detached tra£l peninfulated by the lea, lake, or river, a me- 
lancholy ride of eleyen miles ; the profpefl on all fides quite favage, high barren bills 

indented 
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indented by the-fca, or dreary wot funds, rendered more horrible by the approach of 
night, and a tenipclluous evt'ning, obfeurod by the driving of black clouds. Beneath 
the (hade difeemed Arnfide tower, the property of the Stanlics for fonic centuries. 
Here the county of Weftmoreland intrudes into the eftuary, and totally feparates the 
huraired of Loynfdalo from the red of Lancalhire. Before us was an extenfive but 
(ballovv ford, formed by the Kent and other riverr, now palled with trouble by the beat- 
ing of the waves. 

At the enu-ance into this water am met by a guide, called here the carter, who is 
maintained by the public, and obliged in ail weathers to attend here from fun-rife to 
fun-fet, to condud paflengers over. 

Three miles from the morels Cartnjcl, a finall towm tvith mod irregular Afects, lying 
in a vale furrounded with high hills. The gateway of the monaAery of regular canons 
of St. AuAin, founded in n88 by William Marefchal, Earl of Pembroke, is Aill Aand- 
ing : but this had long been holy ground. Egfrid, King of the Horthuuibrians, who 
reigned between the years 670 and 685, gave to St. Cuthbert all the traft called Carth- 
mell and all the Britains on it, and a town called Sudgetluit * ; a proof of the length of 
time that the natives of our iAand inhabited this part. 

The church is large, and in form of a crofs : the length is 157 feet , the tranfept 1 10 ; 
the height 57. The Aeeple is moA Angular, the tower being a fquare within a fquare ; 
the upper part being fet diagonally within the lower. The infide of the church is 
handfome and fpacious ; the centre fupported by four large and Ane cluAered pillars ; 
the weA part more modem than the reA, and the pillars oflagonal. 'I'he choir bcautj. 
ful, furrounded with Aalls, whofc tops and pillars arc Andy carved with foliage, and 
with the inAruments of the paAion above. 

On one Ade is the tomb-Aone of William de Walton, with a crofs on it. lie was 
either ArA or fecond prior of this place. The infeription is only “ Hie jacet fratcr 
Wilelmus de Walton prior de Cartmel.**. 

On the other is a magniAcent tomb of a H*arrington and bis lady, both lie recum- 
bent beneath a fine carved and open work arch, decorated with variety of fuperAitious 
Agures ; and on the furbafe are grotefque forms of chaunting monks. He lies with his 
legs acrofs, a Agn that he had obtained that privilege by the merits of a pilgrimage to 
the holy hand, or a crufade. He is faid to have been one of the Harringtons of Wraf- 
holm tower, his lady a HuddleAon of Millam caAlc. It is probably the efligies of Sir 
John de Harrington, who in 1305 was fummoned by Edw. I., with numbers of other 
gallant gentlemen, to meet him at CarliHc, and attend him on his expediition into Scor> 
land ; and was theii knighted along with Prince Edward, yrith bathing, and other facred 
ceremonies f. 

The monument ere£fed by ChriAopher Rawlinfon of Carkhall, in Cartmel, deferves 
mention, being in memory of his grandfather, father, and mother. The laA, a monk, 
defeended from a Tho.'Monk of DevonAilre, by Frances Plantagenet, daughter and cop 
heir of Arthur Vifeount LiAe, fon of Edw. IV. ; and this ChriAopher dying without 
iAue, was the laA male by the mother’s fide of that great line. 

In a fide chapel js the buri^l-placp of the Lowthers ; among other monuments is a 
neat but finall one of the late Sir William. 

May ai. ‘Pafs through fome fields, a Arange mixture of paAure, rock, and AnaH 
groves. Defcend a hill to Holker, once the feat of the family of the PreAons, Ance the 
property of the Lowthers, and lately that of Lord George Cavendilh : a large irregular 

• Hift. St. Cuthbert In Hift. Aogl. Script. 1. 69. f Dugdale’s Baronage, II. 99., 
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houfe, feated in a pretty park, well wooded ; and on the fide of the houfc is a rang« 
of low rocky hills, direfting the eye to an immenfe chain of lofty mountains. 

AtHolker arefeveral good piflures: among the portraits, tlv.' beautiful, abandoned, 
vindiftive, violent Dutchefs of Cleveland, miftrefs to Charles II. by Lely. 

A Mrs. Lowther by the fame. 

Admiral Penn, dreffed in black, with a cravat and falh, long hair, and of a good 
lioneft countenance. He rofe very early in life to the higheft nav.tl comnaiids; was a 
captain at twenty one, rear admiral of Ireland at twenty-three, general in the firlt 
Dutch war at thirty-two ; difgraced and imprifoned by Cromwell for his unfuccefsful 
attempt on St. Domingo, though he added, in that very expedition, Jamaica to the 
kingdom of Great Britain : on the reftoration, commanded under the Duke of York 
in the fame Ihip, at the great fea fight of 1 665, when the laurels of the firfi day w'cre 
blafted by the unfortunate inaflivity of the fecond ; for where princes are concerned, 
the truth of inifearriages feldom appears. He foon after retired from the fervice, and 
died at the early age of forty-nine. 

The late Sir James Lowther ; a character too well known to be dwelt on. 

The head of Thomas Wriothefly, Karl of Southampton, the friend of Clarendon, 
and virtuous treafufer of the firft years after the reftoration. 

His lady, leaning on a globe. 

A very fine head of a Prefton, in black, a ruff, fhort grey hair, round beard. 

A head called that of an Karl Douglafs, with this infeription : Novis paucos fccura 
quies, set. fua:. xxii. A. M. D. xi.” On the head a black, bonnet, countenance good, 
beard brown, drefs black. 

A fine head of Vandyck, when young, leaning : by hiinfelfi 

An old man reading, and a boy, on wood, marked j. w. Stap. 

Two boys at dice, and a woman looking on : a fine piece by Morillio. 

St. Francis d’Alfize, kneeling, very. fine. And variety of other good paintings. 
Among them four by Claude Lorraine. 

Crofs another traft of fands, three miles in breadth, and am conduced through the 
ford by another Carter. This officer was originally maintained by the priory of Coni* 
filed ; but at the difiblution the King charg^ himfelf and his fuccefibrs with the pay* 
inent : fince that time it is held by patent of the dutchy of Lancafter^ and the fatary is 
paid by the receiver-general.. Reach 

Ulverfton, a town of about three thoufand fouls, feated near the water fide, and is ap- 
proachable at iiigh water by velfels of a hundred antd fifty tons j has a good trade in 
iron ore, pig and bar iron, bark, lime-ftonc, oats and barley, and much beans, which 
laft are fent to Liverpcvil, for the food of the poor enflaved negroes in the Guinea 
trade. Numbers of cattle are fold out of the neighbourhood, but the commerce in 
general declines ; at prefent there are not above fixty veffels belonging to the place i 
formerly about a hundred and fifty moftly let out to freight ; but both mafter and Tai- 
lors go now to Liverpool for employ. 

Quantities of potatoes are railed here ; and fuch is the increafe that 450 bulhels 
have been got from a fingle acre of ground. Some i^heat is ralTed in low Furnefe, 
near the fea, and in the ille of Walney : but the inhabitants of thefe parts have but re* 
cently applied themfelves to hufbandry. Among the msyaures fea-fand and live muf- 
cles are frequently ufed : but till within thefe twenty years even the ufe of dung was 
fcarcely known to them. • 

Make an excurfion of four miles to the weft, to vifit the great iron mines at 'Wtit- 
rigs ; the ore is found in immenfe beds benea^ two ftrata, one of pinnel or coarfie 
voi.. III. 21 2 gravely 
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gravely about fifteen yards thick : the next is l}a)e.fl:one of twenty yards : the firatum 
of ore i» rather uncertain in extent, but is from ten to filfteen yards thick, and forty in 
extent ; and fometimes twq hundred tons have been taken up in a week. A cubic 
yard«f ore weighs three tons and a half: the common produce of metal is one ton 
from thirty-ilve to forty hundred of ore ; but fome has been fo rich as to yield a ton of 
iron from twenty feven hundred of the mineral. 

The ore lic-s in vafl; heaps about the mines, fo as to form perfect mountains ; is of 
that fpecics called by mineralogifts haematites and kidney.ore ; is red, very greafy, and 
defiling. The iron race that inhabit the mining villages exhibit a ftrange appearance : 
men, women and children are perfedy dyed with it, and even innocent babes quickly 
ailume the bloody complexion of the foil. 

The ore is carried on board the ‘(hips for i as. per ton, each ton a i hundred ; and the 
adventurers pay is. fid. per ton farm for liberty of railing it. It is entirely fraelted 
with wood charcoal, but is got in fuch quantities that wood in thefe parts is fometimes 
wanting ; fo that charcoai is fometimes procured from the poor woods of Mull, and other 
of the Hebrides. The port to thefe mines is Barrow, about five miles to the fouth wed;. 

Thefe mines have been worked above four hundred years ago, as appears by the grant 
of William of Lancaller, Lord of Kendal, to the priory, of Coniihed, in this neighbour, 
hood, of the mine of Plumpton, probably part of the prefent vein ; which he conveys 
libero introitu et exitu ad duos equos cum hominibus minam cariandam, SiC. *’* 

The veiliges of the ancient workings are very frequent, and apparent enough, from 
the vaft hollows in the earth wherever they have funk in. 

From one of the banks have a great view of the lower Kumefs, gs far aS appears, a 
woodlefs trad, and the iile of Walney, (Iretching along the coafi, and forming to it a 
fecure counterfearp fixim the rage of the fea. At ^e fouth end is Peel caftle, originally 
built, and fupported by the abbey of Fumefs, and garrifoned with fixty men, as a pro- 
te^on againft the Scots. 

The abbey lies oppofite, and the very mins evince its former magnificence f. It 
was founded in nay, by Stephen Earl of Moriton of Bologne, afterwards King of 
England, or rather removed by him from Tulket in Aundimefs. The monks were 
originally of the order of Tironenfians, of the rule of St. Benedid, but afterwards be* 
came Cifiercians 

The little Tam, or water called Standing Tam^ is within fight ; it is of confiderac 
dq>th,and abounds with pike, roach, and eels ; alfo with large trout; ’and is remark* 
able for having no. vifible outlet, but difeharges ks waters by fome fubterraneous paiTage. 

See, towarm the North, at a (mail difiance, the bill ofBlack*Coomb, in Cumberland 
often vifible from Flintlbire, and an infallible pfefage to us of had weather, f found 
from the report of the inhabitants of thefe parts, that the appearance of our country is 
equally ominous to them, and equally unacceptable. 

See Swartz>moor hall, near which Martin Swartx and his Germans encamped in 
1487, with Lambert Simnel, in order to colled forces in thefe parts, before his attempt 
to wreft the croira from Henry" VIL He was fupported by Sir Thoi^ Broughton, a 
ge nt j e m ag of this fidghbourhbod, who, efcaping afterwards from the battle of Stokc^ 
fike our Owei^Glendwr, lived many years (when he was fuppofed to have been llain} 
in great obfcurity, fupported ^y his mthful tenants in Weftsaoreland.. 

t * Dugdidc, iL 42 J. / 

■f Tinaj cn^vta among the viewe pobliflied by the fociet^ of Antiquariec. 

^ Bu^a^ I. 704. An exceUent and full account of tbii abbey has Uen lately publtihcd, by Mr. 
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And in after-times the melancholy fpirit of George Fox, the founder of quakenfm^ 
took poffeilion of Swartz-moor hall, firft captivating the heart of a widow, thereli£t of 
judge Fell, the then inhabitant, moving her congenial foal to refign herfelf to him In 
the bonds of matrimony. From thence he fallied forth, and I truft, unintentionally, 
gave rife to. a crowd of fpiritual Quixotes (difowned indeed by his admirers, as his 
genuine followers) who for a period diiturbed mankind with all the extravagancies' that 
enthufiafm could invent. 

Return to Ulverfton, and dine with Mr. Kendal of that place, who Aewed me every 
civility. In his polTeilion faw a lingular tripodal ju^, found in the ndghbourhood : it 
was wide at the bottom, and narrpw at the top, with a fpout and handle made of a 
mixed metal ; the height of the veflel was eight inches three quarters, of the feet two 
three quarters. One of the fame kind was found in the county of Down *, in Ireland i 
yet probably both might be Roman, the lad brought by accident into that kingdom ; 
for Mr. Gordon, tab. 4a. has given the figure of one carved on the fide of an altar. 

Proceed by Newland iron furnace ; afcend a high hill, whole very top, as well as 
others a^'acent, appears well peopled. Defcend to Penny-bridge, or Crakeford, 
where a (hip of 150 tons was then building. Furnaces abound in thefe parts, and vari- 
ous forts of implements of hulbandry are made here. 

Keep along a narrow glen on excellent roads, amidft thick coppices, or brulh woods 
of various forts of trees, many of them planted exprefsly for the ufe of the furnaces or 
bloomeries. They confid cniefly of birch and hazel t not many years ago (hip loads 
of nuts have been export;ed from hence. The woods are great ornaments to the coun- 
try, for they creep high up the hills : The owners cut them down in equal portions, in 
the rotation of fixteen years, and raife reralar revenues out of them ; and often fu- 
perior to the rent of their land, for freeholders of fifteen or twenty-five pounds per 
annum, are known to make conftantly (ixty pounds a year from their woods. The 
furnaces for thefe lad fixty years have brought a great deal of wealth into this country. 

Obferve that the tops of all the alh trees were lopped ; and was informed that it was 
done to feed the cattle in Autumn, when the grafs was on the decline : the cattle peel- 
ing off the bark as a food. In Queen Elizabeth's time the inhabitants of Colton and 
HawkOiead fells remoullrated againft the number of bloomeries then in the countty, 
becaufe they donfumed alt the loppings and croppings, the foie winter food for their 
cattle. The people agreed to pay to the Queen the rent Ihe received from thefe works, 
on condiuon they were fupprefled. Thefe rents now called Bloom Smithy, are paid to 
the crown to (his day, notwithftanding the improved (late of the country has rendered 
the ufe of the former indulgence needlcfs. 

Keep by the fide of \he river Crake : near its difeharge from Conindon mere, at a 
place called Waterfoot, lay abundance of date brought down by water from the quarries 
in the fells : obferved alfo great heaps of birchvbefoms, which are alfo articles for ex- 
portation. 

Reach Coninilon or Thurfiain water, a beautiful lake, abflut feven meafured miles 
long j and the greateft breadth three quarters : the greateft depth from thirty to forty 
fathoms. At the S. end it is narrowed by the p'^qjeftion of feveral little headlands 
running far into the water, and forming between them feveral pretty bays. A little 
higher up the widefi part commences t from thence it runs quite (Irak to the end, not 
incurvated as the maps make it. The fi(hof this water are charrand piket a few years 
ago the firft were fold for 3s. fid. per dozen, but thanks to the luxury of the dmes, aib 

* Ancitot and preCsot (late of the county of Down. p. 55. 
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now raifed to eight or nine {hillings. The fcenery about this lake, which is fcarcely 
mentioned, is extremely noble. The E. and W. fides are bounded by high hills often 
wooded f but in general compofed of grey rock, and coarfe vegetation ; much juniper 
creefft along the furfacc, and fome beautiful hollies are finely intermixed. At the north- 
weftem extremity the va(t mountains called Coninfion fells, form a magnificene mafs. 
In* the midft is a great bofom, retiring inward, which affords great quantities of fine 
flate. The trade in this article has of late been greatly improved, and the value of the 
quarries highly encreal'od ; a work that twenty years ago did not produce to the land- 
lord forty {hillings, atprefent brings in annually as many pounds : and the whole quan- 
tity at this time exported yearly from thefe mountains, is about two thoufand tons. At 
thdr feet is a fmall cultivated tra£t, filled with good farm houfes, and near the water 
edge is the vilbge and church of Coninfton. Formerly thefe mountains yielded cop- 
per j but of late the works have been neglefted on account of the poverty of the ore. 

Leave the Tides of the lake, and afeend a fteep hill, furrounded with woods. From 
the fummit have a fine view of the lake, the ftupendous fells, and a winding chafm be- 
neath fome black and ferrated mountains. . 

The fields in thofe parts are often fenced with rows of great flates ; which no horfes 
will attempt leaping. See at a diftance a piece of Winander mere, and that of Eaft- 
thwaite ; defeend the hill, and foon reach the fmall town of Hawkihead, feated in a fertile 
bottom. In the church is an altar tomb, with the effigies of William Sandys, and Mar- 
garet his wife, moft rudely cut in flone, and done by order of his fon Edwin, Archbilhop 
of York, who was bom in a fmall houfe in this neighbourhood. Roui^ the tomb ia 
thisinfeription ; 

Condittir hoc tumuloi Guilielmus Sander et uxor^ 

Cui Margareta nomen ct omen erat. 

Armiger ille fuit percharus reg^ibus olim, • 

Ilia fed exemplar reiigionis crat. 

Conju^ii fucrant acquali forte beat!. 

Felices opibus, Uemmate, prole fide. 



May 22d, leave Hawkihead, and ride by the fide of Urfwick mere, about two miles 
long, and three quarters broad ; on each fide ornamented with a pretty elevated penin- 
fula, jutting far into the water. Its filh are perch, called here bals^ pik^cels, but no 
trout. The eels defeend in multitudes through the river that flows from this mere into 
Winander, beginning their migration w’ith the firll floods after midfummer ; and ceafe 
on the firfi fnows. The inhabitatits of the country take great numbers in wheels at that 
feafon ; when it is their opinion that the eels arc going into the fait water : and that they 
return in fpring. • • ^ 

The roads are excellent amidll fine woods with grey rocks patched with mofs riling 
, above. In one place obferved a Holly- park, a traft preferved entirely for Iheep, who 
are fed in winter with the croppings. Wild cats inhabit in too great plenty thefe woods 
and rocks. ' ‘ * 

The Lichen ffartareus, or ftonc rag, as it is called here, incrufts moft of the Hones 
is gathered for the ufe of the^ilyers by the peafants, who Tell it at a . penny per pound, 
and can colled two ftone weight of it in a day. 

•Reach Graithwaite, the feat of Mr. Sandys ; and Irom the cats craig, an eminence 
near the houfe, have an extenfive view up and down the water of Winander, for feve- 
ral miles. The variety of beautiful bays that indent the Ihore ; the fine wooded rifings 

7 that: 
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that bound each fide ; and the northern termination of lofty fells patched with fnow, 
compofe a fcene the moll pi£lurefque that can be imagined. 

See on the plain part of thefe lulls numbers of fpringes for woodcocks, laid between 
tufts of heath, with avenues of fmall Hones on each fide to direct thelc fcolifli bird,si«;f) 
the fnares, for they will not hop over the pebbles. Multitudes are taken in this man- 
ner in the open weather ; and fold on the fpot for fixtecn pence or twenty pciic.* a 
couple (about ao years ago at fix pence orfeven pence) and lent to the all-devouring 
capital, by the Kendal ftage. 

After breakfad, take boat at a little neighbouring creek, and have a mod advantage- 
ous view of this beautiful lake, being favoured with a calm day and line fliy. '1 he 
length of this water is about twelve miles ; the breadth about a mile ; for the width is 
unequal from the multitude of pretty bays, that give fuch an elegant finuofity to its 
Ihorcs, efpecially thofe on the eaft, or the Wefttnorelaud fide. 'I'he horns of thel'c little 
ports projedl far, and are finely wooded ; as are all the lefler hills that Ikirt the water. 

At a diftance is another feries of hills, lofty, rude, grey and mofiy j and above them 
foar the immenfc heights of the fells of Coninllon, the mountains of Wrynolc and 
Hard-knot, and the conic points of Langden fells ; all except the firll in Cumberland. 

I’he waters are difeharged out at the fouth end, at Newby-bridge, with a rapid pre- 
cipitous current, then ailumc the name of Leven, and after a conrie of two miles fall- 
into the elluary called the Leven fands. The depth of this lake is various, from four 
yards and a half to feventy-four, and excepting near the fides, tire bottom is entirely 
rocky : in fome places are vail fubaqueous precipices, the rock falling at once perpen- 
dicular, for the depth of twenty yards, within forty of the fliore j and the fame depth is 
preferved acrofs the channel. The fall of the Leven, from the lake to high water 
mark, is ninety feet j the deeped part of the lake a hundred and thirty-two beneath 
that point. 

The boatmen direfted their courfe northward, and brought us by the heathy ifle of 
Lingholm, and the far projedling cape of Rawliiifon's Nab. On the loft hand obferve 
the termination of Lancalhire, jud fouth of the flor, a great promontory in Weitmore- 
land, all the remaining wefiern fide is claimed by the fivil ; but Wcdmoreland bounds 
the red, fo has the faired claim to call itfelf owner of this fuperb water. 

On doubling the dor a new expanfe opened before us ; li ft the little ifle of Grow- 
holme on the right, traverfed the lake towards the horfe ferry, and a little beyond, the 
great Holme of thirty acres crofles the water, and conceals the red. This delicious ifle 
is bled with a rich padurage, is- adorned with a pretty grove, and has on it a good 
houfe. 

It has been the fortune t>f this beautiful retreat often to change maders : the flatter- 
ing hopes of the charms- of retirement have mifled feveral to purchafe it from the lad 
cheated owner, who after a little time difeovered, that a condant enjoyment of the fame 
objefts, delightful as they were, foon fatiated. There mud be fomething more than 
external charms to make a retreat from the world long endurable ; the qualifications 
requifite fall to the lharc of a very few ; without them difgud and wjfarinefs will foon 
invade their privacy, notwithdanding they courted^t with all the pafllon and all the- 
romance with which the poet did his miilrefs *. 

Sic ego fccrctls pofTnm bene vlvcre fyhiVi • * 

Qiia nulla huniaiio fit via trita pede. 

Tu mihl cucarum requies, tu n6&< vcl atra ^ 

Lumen, el In foils ti| mihi turba locis* - 

♦ Tibullus iv. 13, 
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From this ifland began a new and broader extent of water, bounded on the weft by the 
bold and lofty face of a fteep hill, patched with the deep green of vaft yews and hollies, 
that cmbellifiied its naked ilope. This expanfe is varied with feveral yery pretty ifles, 
ibmc bare, others juft appear above water, tufted with trees: on the horth«eaft fide is 
the appearance of much cultivation ; a tra6f near the village of Boulnefs falls^eently to 
the water edge, and rifes again far up a high and large mountain, beyond tt^ich is a 
grand Ikreen of others, the pointed heads of Troutbcck fdls, the vaft rounded mafs 
of Fairfield, and the ftill higher fummit of Rydal. 

Land, and dine in Welmioreland at Boulnefs, anciently called Winander, giving 
name to the lake ; and am here treated with -moft delicate trout and perch^ the fifli of 
this water. I'hc charr is found here in great plenty, and of a fize fiiperior to thofe in 
Wales. They fpawn about Michaelmas, in the river Brathay, which, with the Row> 
thay are the great feeds of the lake, preferring The rocky bottom of the former to the 
gravelly bottom of the other* The fifhermen diftingaifti two varieties, the cafC'Charr 
aend the gelt-charr, i. c. a fifh which had not fpawned the laft feafon, and efteemed by 
them the more delicate : this fpawns from the beginning of January to the end of March, 
and never afeends the river, l^t feleffs for that purpofe the moft gravelly parts of the 
lake, and that which abounds moft with fprings. It is taken in greateft plenty from the 
end of September to the end of November, but at other times is very rarely met with. 

The monks of the abbey of Fumefs had a grant from William of Lancafter, privileg* 
ing them to filh on this water with one boat and twenty nets ; but in cafe any of the 
fervants belonging to the abbey, and fo employed, mifbehaved tbenifdves, they were 
to be chaftifed by the lord of the water ; and in cafe they refufed to fobmit, the abbot 
was bound to difeharge them, and make theih forfeit their wages for thdr delinquency*. 

Remount my horfe, and continue my journey along the fides of the lake, and from ‘ 
an eminence about half a mile N. of the village of Boulnefs, have a fine view of the 
water and all its windings ; and obferve thatthe lad bend points very for to the weft. 

On advancing towards the end have an auguft profpeft of the whole range of thefe 
northern apennines, exhibiting all the variety of pandeur in the uniform immenfe mafs, 
the conic fummit, the broken ridge, and the overhanging crag^ with the deep chafm.like 
pafTages far winding along their bafes, roidered more horrible by the blackening lhade 
of the rocks. 

Among the birds which poflefo this exalted traft, the eagles are the firft in rank: 
they brera in many places. If one is killed, the other gets a new matk, and retains its 
ancient aery. Thofe who take their nefts find in them remains of gfoat numbers of 
moor game : they are befidds very pernicious to the heronries : it is remarked, in the 
laying feafon of the herons, wheli the eagles terrify them frdbi their nefts, that crows, 
watetung the opportunity, v^l deal away their eggs. 

The red deer which ftaU run wild in Martindale fored, fometimes draggle into thofe 
parts. 

Readi Amblefide, a fmaU town above the extremity of the lake : the inhabitants of 
thefe parts are vqry ioduftripus ; are much employed in knitting dockings for Kendal 
market ; in fpinnmg woollen yam^ and in making thread to weave their linfies. The 
countenances of the people begin to alter ; erpecially in the tender fex ; the face begins 
to fquare, and the cheek bene begins to rife, as if fymptomatic of my approachimr to> 
wards North Britain. 

* Below Amblefide, in a meadow near the river Brathay, is a Roman camp, the fup. 
pofed DifUsofthe Notitia, where coins, bricks, &c. have been often found. The out. 

* Dugdale Mooaft. I. •jot. 
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line of the work is flill vifible, and its extent is four hundred feet one way, and three 
hundred the other ; it was the (lation of part of the cohort of the Numerus Nerviorutu 
Diftenfiutn, and placed very conveniently to command feveral paifes. 

, May 83# At a fmall diftance fron(i Amblefide, fee Rydal-hall, the houfe of jSir 
Michael le Fleming, placed in a mod magnificent fituation ; having the lake full in 
front, a rich intervei;^ing fore-ground j and on each fide a ftupendous guard of moun- 
tains. This family have been fixed in the north ever flnce the conqued, and became 
owners of RydaUhall by a marriage with one of the coheirefles, daughter of Sir John 
de Lancafter, in the time of Henry IV. 

Storkgill force, near Amblefide, and two cafeades near Rydal-hall, deferve a vifit 
from the traveller. 

Near the houfe is a lofty rocky brae, cloathcd with multitudes of gigantic yews and 
hollies, that from their fize and antiquity, give it a mod venerable appearance ; and not 
far from its foot is Rydal water, about a mile long, beautified with little ifles. 

Go through Rydal pafs, or in the dialect of the country, Rydal haws, or gullet. 
Ride dirough Grafs-mere, a fertile vale with a lake clofed at the end by a noble pyra- 
midal mountain, called Helm>crag, with a rude and broken top fingularly grand *. 

On a high pafs between the hills, obferve a large Camedd called Dunmail Wrays 
dones, coUeded in memory of a defeat, A. D. 946, given to a petty kin^ of Cumber- 
land, of that name, by Edmund I. who with the ufual barbarity of the times, put out 
the eyes of his two fons,.. and gave his country to Malcolm, King of Scotland, on 
condition he preferved in peace the northern parts of England. 

Thedefcent from hence to the vale of Kefwick,nine miles. 

Near this place enter Cumberland, having on the left the long extended front of 
, Helvellin fells. Mod of the hills in thefe parts are fine fheep walks, fmooth and well 
turfed. The fheep are fmall, but the mutton exquifitely taded, being feldom killed be- 
fore it is fix or feven years old. The wool is coarfe, but manufaftured into ordinary 
carpets and blankets. No goats are kept here on account of the damage they would do 
to the woods. 

Arrive within fight of Thirl-water, a mod beautiful but narrow lake, filling the bot- 
tom of a long dale for .icar four miles. From an eminence near Dale-head houfe, 
have a piclurefque view over great part of its extent. About the middle, the land for 
above a hundred yards, approaches and contrads the water to the fize of a little river, 
over which is sy^rue Alpine bridge f and behind that the water infiantly. refumes the 
former breadth..^ 

Regaining the road, have a drange and horrible view downwards, into a deep and 
midy vale, (called the val% of St. John,) at this time appearing bottomlefs, and winding 
far amidd the mountains, darkened by their height, and the thick clouds that hung on 
their fuminits. 

In the courfe of the defeent, vifit, under the guidance Doftor Brownrigg (the 
fird difeoverer), a fine piece of antiquity of that kind which is attributed to the Druids» 
An arrangement of great dones tending to an oval figure, is to be feen near the road 
fide, about a mile and a half from Kefwick, on the/ummk of a. pretty broad and high 
hill, in an arable field called Cadle. The area is thirty-four yards from north to fouth, 
and near thirty from cad to wed j but many of the dones are fallen down, fome in- 
ward, others outward ; according to the plan,, they are at prefent forty in number; 

* My idea of thit and other romantic feenea in this past is improved by a very good drawing made ia 
17 JO by my ingenious friend Paul Panton, £fq. jun. 
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At the north cnJ, ure two much larger than the reft, ftanding five feet and a half 
ahove^^^;; between thefe may be i'uppofed to. have been theprindpal entrance ; op- 
pofite.j^.ffi^^e Ade, are others of nearly the fame height \ and on the eaft is one 
near Bat what> diftinguilhes this from all other Druidical remains of 

tins a rectangular rccefr oh the call fide of the area^ formed of great (tones, 

like ovaj« Tltefe ftrodures areconfrdered in general to have beeh temples, 

or : the recefs here mentioned feems to have been allotted for the 

Druid^l^epriefta of the place, a fort of Holy of Holies, where they met feparated 
from thlTvul^r, to perform their rights, their divinations, or to fit in council, to de- 
termine, bh cohtrptrerfies, to compromife all differences about limits of land, or about 
inheritlBfcesj or for the trial of the greater criminals • ; the Druids poifelfing both the 
office and judge. The caufe that this recefs was placed on the caft fide, 

feems to arifb from, the refpeCl: paid by the ancient natives of this ille to that beneficent 
duminary. .the fun, not originally an idolatrous refpeO;, but merely as a fymbol of the 
glorioua alUfedng Bang, its great Creator. 

I have alio feen fibula cut out of a flat piece of filv.er, of a form better to be exprelTed 
by the figure than words. Its breadth is, from one exterior fide to the other, four 
inches,. .Tins was difeovered lodged in the mud, on deepening a fifli-pond in Brayton 
Park in. Cumbei land, tlie feat of Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, and communicated to me by 
Dofror Brownr^. With it was found a large filver hook of two ounces weight. 
The length of the (hank from the top to the curvature at bottom, four inches and three 
eights. The hook not fo long. 

Arrive near the £lyfium of me north, the vale of Kefwick, a circuit between land and 
water of idxwt twenty miles. From an eminence above, command a fine bird’s eye 
view ofi!iw:whole of the broad fertile plain, the town of Kefwick, the white church of 
Crofswiijim, theboafied lake of Derwentwater, and the beginning of that of Baflenth- 
waite, vrith a full fight of tfre vaft circumjacent mountains that guard this delicious 
fpot. 

Dine at Kefwick, a finall market town : where, and in the neighbourhood, are 
manufa&ures of carpets, flannek, linfies and yam : the lafl: fold to people from Cocker- 
mouth, who come for it every market day. * 

Take boat on the celebrated Isdteof Derwentwater. The fomi is irregular, extend- 
ing fromnoith to fouth, about three miles and a half. The greateft depth is twenty feet 
in achalmei, running from end to end, probably formed by the rive.* Derwent, vhicli 
paffes throu|^, and gives name to the lake. The name is taken from. Derwen an oak, 
probably bellowed on it by the Cumbrian Britons from the plenty of that timber on its 
banks and thofe of the lake. , 

The views on every fide are very different : here all the poffible variety of Alpine 
feenory is exhibited, with all the horror of precipice, broken crag, or over-hanging 
rock, or ihfulated pyramidal hills, contrafted with others, whofe fmooth and verdant 
fides, fwdhng into aerial heights, at once pleafe and furprize the eye. 

The l^^ewtremifres cjS the lake afford moft difeordant profpcfrs : the fouthem is a 
corapo^obof a!l thatis herriblev; an immenfe chafm opens in the midft, whofe en- 
trance If t^v^ded by a rude’conic hill, once topt with a cadle, the habitation of the ty- 
rant ofrtfiwlrQcks ; teyoind'. a feries of broken mountainous crags, now patched with 
fnow, fiiiar bne. above the otner, overihadowing the dark winding deeps of Borrowdale. 
In thefe biaclt receffes »e lodged variety of minerals, the origin of evil by their abufe, 
and placed by nature, not remote from the fountain of it. 

* Csef. dc Bello Gal. lib. vi. 
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Ituih eft in vifccw tcrrac, 

Qiiaf<}ue recondirferat^ftygiifque remqvcrat umbriip 
Effodiantur 6pcs. 

But the Dppofite or northern view is in all refpeOs a ftrong and beautiful contraft : Skid- 
daw (hews its vaft bafe, and bounding all that part of the vale, rifes gently to a hei>;ht 
that finks the neighbouring hills } opens a pleamir front, finooth and verdint, finiling 
over the country like a gentle generous lohJ, white the fells of Borrowdale frown, on it 
like a hardened tyrant. Skiddaw is covered with graTs to within half a mile of the fuiii- 
mit ; after which it becomes'ftony. The view from the top extends north^rd over 
Solway firth and various of the Scottiih mountains ; to the weft the fea and the iOe of 
Man ; while the interjacent country exhibits a flatter variety, no-had ^ntrafi to the 
rude and exalted fells of Borrowdale : finally, to the eaft appear the dreary mountains 
of Weftmoreland, lefs interefiing than the reft of the fcenery. 

Each boundary of the lake teems to take part with the extremities, and emulates 
their appearance : the fouthem varies in rocks of different forms, from the tremendous 
precipices of the Lady’s-leap, the broken front of the FalcoriVneft, to the more diftant 
concave curvature of Lowdore, an extent of precipitous rock, with trees vegetating 
from the numerous filTures, and the foam of a catarad precipitating airadft. 

The entrance into Borrowdale divides the fcene, and the northern fide alters into 
milder forms ; a fait fpring, once the property of the monks of Fumels, trickles along 
the (bore ; hills (the refort of (hepherds) with downy fronts and lofty fummits fucceed, 
with woods cloathing their bafes, even to the water's edge. * 

Not ter from hence the environs appear to the navigator of the lake to the greateft 
advantage, for on every >^fide mountains clofe the profpeCI;, and form an amphitheatre 
almoft matchlefs. 

Loch-Lomond in Scotland^ and Lough-Lene in Ireland, are powerful rivals to the 
lake in queftion. Was a native of either of thofe kingdoms to demand my opinion of 
their refpedive beauties, 1 muft anfwer as the fubtle Melvil did the vain Elmbeth : 
** that (he was the faireft perfon in England, and mine the fiureft in Scotland.*' 

The ifles that decorate this water are few, but finely difpofed, and verydiftind ; rife 
with gentle and regulaf curvatures .iriipve the furfiice,. confift of verdant turf, or are 
planted with various trees. The princ^l is the Lord's ifland, about five acres, where 
the Radcliffe family had fome time its refidence; and from this lake took die title of 
Derwentwater. The laft ill-fated Earl loft his life and fortune by the rebellion of 1 7 1 5 ; 
and his eftate, how amounting to twenty thouiand pounds per gnni^in, (the yninfts 
eluded) is veiled in truftees for the fupport of Greenwich Ho:QpitaL , 

St. Herbert's ifle was noted for the refidence of that fiunt, die bofom fiiaid of St. 
Guthbert, who wiflied, and obtained his wi(h of departing diis life on the fame day, 
hour and minute, with that holy man. 

The water of Derwentwater is fubjed to violent agitations, and often yrithout any 
apparent caufe, as was the cafe this day ; the weather was. calm, yet die waves ran a 
a great height, and the boat was toffed violently widi what is called a bottom-wind. 

This lake gave name to the ancient family de DdIrwent'Olrater before the tima of Ed- 
ward L By the marriage of Msyrgarcc, only dau^ter of Sir Jolm de Dterweniwater, 
in the rrign of Henry VI., to Sir Nicholas Radcime, of |iyfilfton, in Northumberland, 
Bir Francis, one of his defcendants, was created by James 11 . Earl of Derwentwater; 
a title extinfl in 1715, by the unhappy end of his fon James. * 

May 24. Went to Croflthwaite church ; obferved a monument of Sir John Radcliff 
and dame Alice his wife, with their efligies on fmall brafs plates : the inlcription is in 
voii* mu Q Q the 
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the ftyle of the times ; “ Of your charity pray for the foule of Sir John RadcIiiT^ 
Kuight, and for the foule of dame Alice his wife, which Sir John died the 2d day of 
February, A. D. 1527,00 whofe foule the Lord have mercy.” Here are alfo two 
recunibetit alabafter rigurcs of a man and a woman ; he in a gown, with a purfe at hie 
girdle. 

Tills is the church to Kefwick, and has five chapels belonging to it. The livings of 
this county have been of late years much improved by Queen Anne's bounty, and there 
arc none ot Icfs value than thirty pounds a year. It is not very long fmee the minifter’s 
llipend was five pounds per annum, a goofe-grafs, or the right of cominoning his goofej 
a wliittlc-gait, i»r the valuable privilege of ufing his knife for a week at E time at any 
table iii the pai ifii ; and laftly, a hardened fark, i. e. a fliirt of coarfe linen. 

Saw at Doffer Brownrigg’s, of Ormathwaite, whofe hofpitality 1 experienced for 
two days, great variety of the ores of Borrowdale, fuch as lead, common and fibrous, 
black jack, and black-lead or wad. The laft is found in greater quantities and purity 
in thole mountains than in other parts of the world. Is the property of a few gentle- 
men who, left the markets fliould be glutted, open the mine only once in feven years, 
then caufe it to bo filled and otherwife fccurcdfrom the depredations of the neighbour- 
ing miners, who will run any rifle to procure fo valuable an article, for the bell fells 
from eight to twebe (hillings a pound. The legiflature hath alfo guarded their pro- 
perty by making the robbery felony. 

It is of great ufc in making pencils, black lead crucibles for fufing of metals, for 
calling of bombs and cannon-balls, cleaning arms, for glazing of earthen-ware ; and 
fome aflert that it may be ufed medicinally to eafe the pains of gravel, llone, ftranguary, 
and cholic : it has been fuppofed, but without foundation, to have been the mehnteria 
and pnigitu of Diofcoridcs : Dr. blerret calls it nigrica fabrilisy and the people of the 
country kiltow and wad, from the colouring quality ; killow, or collow, fignifying the 
dirt of coal, and wad feems derived from woSd, a deep dying plant *. 

Till of late years, the fuperftition of the bel-tein was kept up in thefe parts, and in 
this rural facrifice it was cuftomary for the performers to bring with them boughs of 
the mountain aKh. 

May 25. Continue my journey ; pafs along the vale of Kefv^ick, and keep above Baf- 
fenthwaite water, at a fmall cultivated dillancc from it : this lake is a fine expanfe of 
four miles in length, bounded on one fide by high hills, wooded in many places to their 
bottoms'; on the other fide by fields and the Ikirts of Skiddaw. 

Between the lakes of Derwentwater and BaiTenthwaite is a road whi^h leads through 
the valley of Newlands to Butter-mere and Crommach-water, two fmall lakes of extra- 
ordinary and rotnantic wiidnefs. ’ The catarad of Scale-force, near the laft, has great 
peculiarity. The report of my friend is fo warm in the praifes of the feenery of thefe 
lakes, that I regret grCatly the lofs of what I fltviuld have fo fully enjoyed. 

Marks of the plough appear on the tops of many of the hills. Tradition fays, that 
in the reign of King John the Pope curfed all the lower grounds, and thus obliged the 
inhabitants to ma^te the hills arabl^: but I rather believe that John himfelf drove them 
to this cruel^necelfity ; for out of refentment to their declining to follow his Itandards 
to the borders of Scotland, he cut down their hedges, levelled the ditches, and gave all 
the cultivated trads of the "north to the beafts of chacp, on his return from his expe- 
dition. 

* M. S. letter of Biihop Nicholfon to Dodor Woodward, Aug. 5, 1713# 
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From Mr. Spedyn’s, of Armcthwaite, at the lower extremity of the lake, have a fine 
view of the whole. Near this place the Derwent quits the lake, palling under Oir/.s 
bridge, confiding of three arches. Salmons come up the river from the fea about Mi- 
chaelmas, and force their way through both lakes as far as Borrowdale. They had 
lately been on their return, but the water near the bridge proving too lhallow to permit 
them to proceed, they were taken by dozens, in very bad order, in the nets that were 
drawing for trout at the end of the lake. 

On a hill near this fpot is a circular Britilh entrenchment ; and I was told of othei-s 
of a fquare form, at a few miles didance, at the foot of Caermote ; I fuppofe Rom m. 

The country now begins to lower, ceafes to be mountainous, but fwells into extcnfive 
rifings. Ride near the Derwent, and pafs through the hamlets of Ifel, Blinrraik, and 
Redmain ; in a few places wooded, but generally naked , badly cultivated, and inclofed 
with done walls. Reach Bridekirk, a village with a fmall church, noted for an ancient 
font, found at Papcadlc, with an infeription explained by the learned prelate Nich olfon, 
in Camden’s Britannia, and engraven in the fecond volume of the works of the Society 
of Antiquaries. The height is two feet and an inch ; the form fquare ; on each fida 
are diflVrent fculpturcs ; on one a crofs, on another a two-headed monder, with a tripls 
flower falling from one common dem, hanging from its mouth : beneath is a pcvfon, 
St. John Baptid, performing the office of baptifm by the immerfion of a child, our Sa- 
viour ; and above the child is a (now) imperfeft dove ; on a third fide is a fort of 
centaur, attackeil by a bird and fome animal ; and under them the angel driving our 
fird father out of Kdcn, while Eve clings clofe to the tree of life. 

And on the fourth fide two birds, with fome ornaments and figures beneath ; and the 
infeription in Runic charaQcrs thus decyphered by the bilhop : “ Er Erkard han men 
egrodten, and to dis men red wer Taner men brogten.” That is to fay, 

Here Erkard was converted, and to this man’s example were the Danes brought. 

It is certain that the infeription was cut in memory of this remarkable event ; but 
whether the font was made exprefsiy on the occafion, or whether it was not of much 
more ancient date (as the antiquary' fuppofes), and the infeription put on at the 
time of this converfion, appears to me at this period very uncertain. 

Pafs, not far from Bridekirk, through the village of Papcadle, once a Roman dation, 
conjedtured by Mr. Horfley to have been the cierventione of the geographer Ravenna, 
where many monuments of antiquity have been found. In a field on the left, on de* 
feending into the village, are the remains of fome dykes. Reach 

CockermoEth, a large town with broad ftreets, irregularly built, walhed by the Der- 
went on the weffern fide, and divided into two by the Cocker, and the parts connected 
by a bridge of a finglc arch. The number of inhabitants are between three and four 
ihoufand: the manufadtures are (balloons, worltcd (lockings, and hats; the lafl ex- 
ported from Glafgow to the Wed Indies. It is a borough town, and the ri‘dit of vot- 
ing is veded by burgefs tenure in certain houfes : this is alfo the town where the county 
clcdlions arc made. 

The cadle is feated on an artificial mount, on a bank above the Derwent : is fquare. 
and is (Irengthencd with feveral fquare towers : an each fide of tht inner gate are two 
deep dungeons, capable of holding fifty perfons in either ; are vaulted at top, and' have 
only a fmall opening in order to lower through it the unhappy prifonere intp thiidire 
priCon ; and on the outfidc of each is a narrow (lit with a dope from it ; and dovm this 
were fliot the provifions allotted to the wretched inhabitants. In the feudal times death 
and captivity were almoll fynonymous ; but the fird was certainly preferable ; which 
may be one caufe why the battles of ancient days were fo bloody. 

•c c a 
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This caftle was founded by Waldof, fiHt Lord of Allen|ale» and fon of Oofpatrick, 
Earl of Northumberland, cotemporary with William the Conqueror ; Waldof refided 
irft at ^pcaftle, which he afterwards demoliihed, and with the materials built that of 
Cockermouth, where he and his pofterity long refided; but feveral arms over the gate- 
way,' which Camden fays are thofe of the Multons, Humfranvilles, Ludes, and Percies, 
evince it to have been of later times in thofe ftimilies. It appears that it wu firft 
granted by £dw. II. to Athony de Lucie, fon of Thomas de Multon, who had aflbmed 
that name by reafon that his mother was daughter and co-heirefs to Richard de Lucie ; 
and afterwards, by marriages, this caiUe and its honours defeended to the Humfran- 
villes, and finally to the Percies *. In 1648 it wasgarrifoned for the king ; and being 
befieged and taken by the rebels, was burnt, and never afterwards repaired. 

May 26. Purfue my journey for about four or five miles along a tolerably fertile 
country, and then arrive amidft the collieries : crofs fome barren heaths, with inclofed * 
land on each fide, deftitute both of hedges and woods. Pafs through Dilfinton, a long 
and dirty town, and foon after, from a great height, at once come in fight of White- 
haven, and fee the whole at a fingle glance, feated in a- hollow open to the fea on the 
north : it Ues in the parifh of St. Bees. The vaft promontory called the Barugh, or 
St. Bees-head, noted for the great refort of birds t> appears four miles to the fouth ; 
and in days of old, fiill more noted for its patroneft St. Bega, who tamed fierce bulls, 
and brought down deep fnows at midfummer. 

The town is in a manner a new creation, for the old editions of Camden make no 
mention of it ; yet the name is in Saxton’s maps, its dills being known to feamen, and 
from their colour Camden derives the name. The rife of the place is owing to the 
collieries, improved and encouraged by the family of the Lowthers, to their great emo- 
lument. Atout a hundred years ago there was not one houfe here, except Sir John 
Lowther’s, and two others, and only three fmall velTels : and for the next, forty years, 
the number of houfes increafed to about twenty. At this time the town may boaft of 
being one of the handfomeft in the north of England, built of (lone, and the (Ireets 
pointing ftraight into the harbour, with others eroding them at right angles. It is as 
populous as it is elegant, containing twelve thoufand inhabitants, and has a hundred and 
ninety great (hips belonging to it, moftly employed in the coal trade." 

In 1566 there were only twelve fmall (hips under eighty tons, and a hundred and 
ninety- eight mariners in the whole county |. 

The t^acco trade is much declined : formerly about twenty thoufand hog(heads 
were annually imported from Virginia ; now fcarce a fourth of that nutriber, Olafgow 
having (lolen that branch ; but. to make amends, another is carried on to the Weft 
Indies, where hats, printed linens, hams, &c. are fent. The Jaft week was a melan- 
choly and pernicious exportation of a hundred and fifty natives of Great Britain, forced 
from their nat^I foil, the. low lands of Scotland, by the rife of rents, to feek an afylum 
on the other fide of the Atlantic. 

The improvements in the adjacent lands keep pace with thofe in the town : the 
Brainfty eftate forty years ago was fetfor as many pounds ; at prefent, by dint of good 
hulbandry, efpecially’Iimkig, iscincrcafed to five hundred and feventy-one. 

In the town are three churches or chapels : St. James’s is elegantly fitted up, and 
has ahandfome gallery, whicl^ with the roof, is fupported by mod beautiful ranges of 
pillars. Befides, is a prelbyterian meeting, one of feceders, of anabaptiils, and 
qvakers. 

* Dugdale’t Barooage, I. 5^4, &c. \ Bara’s Hifl. Cumberland, II. 42. { Burn. II. 45. 

The 
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The workhoufe is thinly inhabited, for few of the poor chufe to enter : thofe whom 
neceffity compels are moft ufefully employed : vith pleafure I obferved old age, idiocy, 
and even infants of three years oi age, contributing to their own fupport, by the pulling 
of oakum. . 

The harbour is artificial, but a fine and expenfive work, on the fouth end, guarded 
by a long pier, where the Ihips may lie in great fecurtty. Another is placed fiirther 
out, to break the force of the fea ; and within thefe are two long ftraight tongues, or 
quays, where the veffels are lodged : clofe to the Ihore, on the fouth fide, is another, 
covered with what is called here a fteer, having in the lower part a range of fmiths 
(hops, and above an extenfive floor, capable of containing fix thoufand waggon-loads 
of coal, of 43oolb. each. But this is only ufed as a fort of magazine; for above this 
are covered galleries with rail roads, terminating in large flues, or hurries, placed floping 
over the quay, and through thefe the coal is difcharged out of the waggons into the 
holds of the ^ips, rattling down with a noife like thunder. Commonly ei^ht (hips, 
from a hundred and twenty to a hundred tons each, have been loadcn in one tide ; and 
on extraordinary occafions twelve. Each load is put on board for ten (hillings ; and 
the waggons, after being emptied, are brought round into the road by a turn frame, 
and drawn back by a Angle horfe. The greater part of the way from the pits, which 
lie about three or four miles diftant from the hurries, is down hill ; the waggon is 
fleered by one man, with a fort of rudder to direft it ; fo that he can retard or accele- 
rate the motion by the preflure he gives by it on the wheel. 

Many other works arc proje^fed to fecure the port, particularly another pier on the 
north fide, which when complete will render this haven quite land-locked. It is to be 
obferved, that in coming in veflels Ihould carry a full fail till they pafs the pier-head, 
^otherwife they will not be carried far enough in. The greatefl part of the coal is fent 
to Ireland, where about two hundred and eighty thoufand tons are annually exported. 

Spring-tides rife here twenty-four feet. Neap-tides thirteen. 

Vifit the collieries, entering at the foot of a hill, not diflant from the town, attended 
by the agent : the entrance was a narrow paflage, bricked and vaulted, floping down 
with an eafy defeent. Reach the firfl beds of coal which had been worked about a 
century ago : the roofs are fmooth and fpacious, the pillars of fuflicient ftrength to 
fupport the great fuperftru£ture, being fifteen yards fquare, or fixty in circumference ; 
not above a third of the coal having been worked in this place ; fo that to me the very 
columns feemed left as refources for fuel in future times. The immenfe caverns that 
lay between thejpillars exhibited a mod gloomy appearance. I. could not help enquir* 
ing here after the imaginary inhabitant, the creation of the labourers’ fancy, 

• The fwart fairy of the minCy 

and was ferioofly anfwered by a black fellow at my elbow, that he really had never met 
with any ; but that his grandfather had found the little implements and tools belonging 
to this diminutive race of fubterraneous fpirits *. 

The beds of coal are nine or ten feet thick, and d^ to the weft one yard in eight. 
In various parts are great bars of done, which cut o^ the coal : if they bend one way, 
they influence the coal to rife above one’s head ; if anotlier, to fink beneath the feet. 
Operations of nature pad miy (kill to unfold. 

* The Germans believed in two fpecies $ one fierce and malevolent, the other a p^cntle race, appearing 
like little old men, drefied like the miners, and not.mucli above two ftet high : thefe wander about the * 
drifts and chambers of the works, feem perpetually empluyedy yet do nothing ; fome feem to cut the ore, 
or fling what i» cut into vcflclsy.or turn the windlafs ; but never do any liatm to the miners^ except pro- 
voked : as the fcniible AgricoUi in this point credulous, relates in his book, De Animantibus Subterrancis. 

Reach 
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Reach a place where there is a very deep defeent : the colliers call this hardknot, 
from a mountain of that name ; and another wrynofe. At about eighty fathoms depth 
began to fee the workings of the rods of the fire-engine, and the prefent operations of 
the col'iers, who work now ia fecurity, for the fire-damps, formerly fo d.-ingerous, are 
almoft overcome ; at prefent they arc prevented by boarded partitions, placed a foot 
diftance from the fidcs, which caufes a free circulation of air throughout ; but as ftill 
there are fome places not capable of fuch conveniencies, the colliers, who dare not ven- 
ture with a candle in fpots where fire-damps are fuppofed to lurk, have invented a cu- 
rious machine to ferve the purpofe of lights: it is what they call a ileel-mill, confiding 
of a fmall wheel and a handle ; this they turn with vad rapidity againd a flint, and the 
great quantity of fparks emitted not otily ferves for a candle,* but has been found of fuch 
a nature as not to fet fire to the horrid vapour. 

Formerly the damp or fiery vapour w'as conveyed through pipes to the open air, and 
formeu a terrible illumination during night, like the eruptions of a volcano ; and by its 
heat water could be boiled : the men w ho worked in it inhaled inflammable air, and if 
they breathed againd a candle, pufled out a fiery dream ; fo that I make no doubt, was 
thec.vperiment made, the fame phamomcnon wou'd appear as John Grub* attributed 
to my illudrious countryman Pendragon, chief of Britons. 

Reached the extremity of this black journey to a place near two miles from the en- 
trance, beneath the fea, where probably fliips were then failing over us. Returned up 
the laborious afeent, and was happy once more to emerge into day-light. 

'J'he property of thefe works, as well as the whole town, is in Sir .lames Low'ther, who 
draws from them and the rents of the buildings fixteen thoufand pounds a year ; whereas 
his grandfather only made fifteen hundred. The prefent baronet has indituted here a 
charity of the mod beautiful nature, ufcful, humane, and unodentatious. He always* 
keeps filied a great granary of pats, which he buys from all parts, but never difpofes of 
while the markets arc low ; but the moment they rife above five fliillings the Cumber- 
land buflicl,or three Wincheder moafurcs, he indan'tly opens his dores to the poor col- 
liers and artificers, and fells it to them at five (hillings, notwithdanding it might have coll 
him feven ; thus happily difappointing the rapacity of the vulturine monopolizer. 

Leave Whitehaven, and return about two miles on the fanfe road I came. See under 
the clid's a neat little village called Parton, and a pier, intended for the (hipping of coal ; 
a new creation by Sir James (.owther. 

Leave Morelby on the left ; a place near the (horc, mentioned by Camden as of great 
antiquity, a fort of the Romans, and where fevcral inferiptions have'bcen found : he 
allb (peaks of certain caverns, called Pids holes, but the latenofs of the evening pre- 
vented me from defeending to vifit them. Ride through the village of Herrington, 
pals over a very naked barren country, and have from fome parts of this evening’s 
journey a full view of the ifle of Man, appearing high and moutitainous. Reach 

Workington, the place where the imprudent Mary Stuart landed, after her flight 
from Diindraunan, in Galio'vay, creduloufly truding to the proteflion of the infulious 
Llizabeth. The town extends from the cadle to the fea: it confids of two cluderj?, 
one the more ancient neai fhe caflle, ihc other nearer the church and pier ; and both 
contain aboilt four or five thoufand inhabitants : they fubfid by the coal trade, which is 
here confiderable. The Llerwent wadies the Ikirts of the town, and difeharges itfelf 
into the fea about a mile wed : on each bank near the mouth are piers where the (hips 
• iie, and the coals are conveyed into them from frames occafionally dropping into 

* Dr. Percy’s Ancient Songs, 2d ed.iti. 313, 

them 
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them from the rail roads. Ninety-feven veffcls of dilFfreut burdens, feme even of two 
hundred and fifty tons, belong to this port. 

I'he caftle flood on the feat of the late Mr. Curwen, whofc property, together with 
the houfe, paffed a few years ago to Mr. Chrillian by marriage with the daughter of tiic 
late owner. The Culwens took their nuinc from a great iordfhip they pofleffed in Gal. 
loway about the year 1152, fooit after which they fettled at Workington, and the name 
became corrupted into Curwen. 

Obferve to the fouth, on an eminence near the fca, a fmall tower, called Holme 
chapel, faid to have been built as a watch tower to mark the motions of the Scots in 
their naval inroads. 

Near the town is an iron furnace and foundcry ; the ore is brought from Furnefs, 
and the iron (lone dug near Harrington. A fine water-wheel and its rods, extending 
near a mile, are very well worth vlfiting. 

May 27. Keep along the fea-fliore to Mary Port, another new creation, the property cf 
Humphry Senhoufe, F.fq.,and fo named by him in honour of his lady : thefecond houfe 
was built only in 1750. Now there are above a hundred, peopled by about thirteen 
hundred fouls, all colleSled together by the opening of a coal trade on this eftate. For 
the convcniency of fljipping (there being above feventy of different fizes, from thirty to 
three hundred tons burden, belonging to the harbour) are wooden piers, with quays, on 
the river Ellen, where fhips lie and receive their lading. Befide the coal trade is foine 
fkinning bufinefs, and a rope-yard. 

At the fouth end of the town is an eminence called the Mote-hill, and on it a great 
artificial mount, whofe bale is a hundred and fixty yards round, protedted by a deep 
ditch almofl furrounding it, ceafingonly where the ftcopuefs of the bill rendered Aich a 
defence unnecefTary ; this mount is a litt'e hollowed on the top, has been probed in 
different places to the depth of four or five feet, but was difeovered to confiff of no 
other materials than the cotnmon foil which had been fl\jng out of the fofs. 

On a hill at the north end of the town are the reniains of a large Roman flation, 
fquare, furrounded with double ditches, and furnifhed with four entrances, command- 
ing a view to Scotland, and round the neighbouring country. Antiquaries differ about 
the ancient name ; one,ftyles it olmacmi^ another virofidum, and Camden volantiuni^ 
from the wifh inferibed on a beautiful altar found here, volantii vivas *. It had been a 
confiderable place, and had its military roads leading from it to Morefby, to old Car- 
lifle, and towards Amble fide; and has been a perfect magazine of Roman antiquities. 

Not far from this flation is a tumulus, lingular in its compofition ; it is of a rounded 
form, and was found, on the feftiori made of it by the late Mr. Senhoufe, to confifl of, 
firfl the fod or common^turf, then a regular layer of crumbly earth, which at the begin- 
ning was thin, iiicreafing in thicknefs as it reached the top.. This was at firfl brittle, 
but foon after being expofed to the air acquired a great hardnefs, and a ferruginous 
look. Beneath this was a bed of ftrong. blue clay, mixed wifh fern roots, placed 
on two or three layers of turf, with their graffy fides together ; and under thefe, as the 
prefcnt Mr. Senhoufe informed me, were found the bones of a heifer and of a colt, with 
fomc wood afhes near them. , , 

Took the liberty of walking to Nether hall, formerly Alncburgh-hall^ where I foon 
difeovered Mr. Senhoufe to be poffeffed of the politenefs hereditary f in his family to- 
wards travellers of curiofity. He pointed out to me thd feveral antiquities that, had 

• 

* Vide Camden loii, Horfelcy, p zSt, tab. No. Ixviii. Cumbeilanil. 
t Vide Camden, p. iO 12^ and Cordon’s Itin. boreaL ico# , 
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been long preferved in his houfe and gardens, engraved by Camden, Mr. Horfely, and 
Mr. Gordon ; and permitted one of my fervants to make drawings of others that had 
been difcovered fince. 

.^mong the latter is the altar found in the rubbifh of a quarry, which feemed to have 
been worked by the Romans in a very extenfive manner : it has no infcription, and 
appears to have been left unfinifhed ; perhaps the workmen were prevented from exe* 
cuting the whole by the upper part of the hill flipping down over the lower ; a circura- 
ftance that dill frequently happens in quarries worked beneath the cliffs. On one fide 
of the altar is a broad dag^r, on another a patera. 

A fragment of done, with a boar rudely carved, and the letters o r d. 

A large wooden pin, with a curious polygonal head. One fimilar to this, but made 
of brafs, was difcovered, with other trinkets, in a tomb near Choiil in France. Count 
Caylus calls it a mace, and thinks by the little ax that accompanied it, th^t the perfon 
interred was a child defigned for the military life, and that thefe were fymbolical proofs *. 

The fpout of a brazen vedel. Mr. Senhoufe alfo favoured me with the fight of fome 
thin gold plate, found in the fame place ; and (hewed, me, near his houfe, in Hall-clofe, 
an intrenchment of a re£tangular form, forty-five yards by thirty-five : probably the 
defence of fome ancient manfion, fo necefiary in this border county. 

It gave me great pleafure to review -the feuiptures engraven in Mr. Horfeley’s antU 
quities, and preferved in the walls of this place. The following were fixed in the walls 
of the houfe, by the ancefior of Mr. Senhoufe, coeval with Camden. On No. 65, an 
altar, appears Hercules with his club, and in one hand the Hefperian apples that he had 
conveyed 

ab iDTomm male cullodita dracone. 

What is finguiar, is an upright conic bonnet on his head, of the fame kind with that in 
which the goddefs, on whom he bellowed tlje fruit, is drefled f. On another fide of 
the altar is a iruun armed with a helmet and cloathed with a fagiim claufum^ or clofed frock, 
reaching only to his knees. In one hand is a thick pole ; the other reding on a wheel, 
probably denoting his having fucceeded in opening fome great road. 

In No. 70, are feen the two vi^ories fupporting a triumphal crown, the vi^loria 
augufii. 

The local goddefs Setlocenia, with long flowing hair, with a veflel in her hand, fills 
the front of one done; and an altar Inscribed to her is lodged in one of the garden 
walls. > 

No. 74 is, near the goddefs, a mod rude figure of a cavalier on his deed. 

In the fame wall with her altar is No. 64, a monumental mutilated infcription, fup> 
pofed in hopour of Antoninus Pius. 

No. 7 1 , the next monument, notes the premature death of Julia Mamertina, at the 
age of twenty years and three months. A rude head exprefles the lady, and a fetting 
iun the funereal fuMe£l. 

A female expremng modedy with one hand ; the other lifted to her head, dands 
beneath an arch, if about to bathe, and is marked in Horfely, No. 73. 

In a garden houfe is No. 62, an ahar to Jupiter, by the fird cohort of the Spanifii, 
whofe tribune was Marcus Menius Agrippa. 

Another, No. 65 , to Mars Militaris, devoted by the fird cohort of tbeBelgic Gauls, 
commanded by Julius Tutor. 


* Recttcil d’Antiq. i, 195. 
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Amd a third, No. 67, to Jupiter, by Caius Caballus Prifcus, a tribune ; but no men- 
tion is made of the cohort. 

Since I vifited tiiis place, Mr. Senhoufe has favoured me with an account of other dif- 
coveries, made by the removal of the earth, that covered the reliques of this ftation : 
theftreets and foot -ways have been traced paved with (tones from the (hore, or free 
Hone from the quarries : the laft much worn by ufe. Many foundations of houlcs j the 
cement (till very ftrong ; and the plaifter on Come remains of tyalls, appears to have been 
painted with what is now pink colour ; feveral vaults have been difeovered, one with 
free-ftone fteps much ufed : (ire hearths open before, eiiclofcd with a circular wall be- 
hind : from the remains of the fuel it is evident, that the Romans have ufed bo^h wood 
and pit coal. Bones, and teeth of various animals ; and pieces of horns of (tags, many 
of the latter fawed, have been found here : alfo (hells of oyders, mufcles, whilks and 
fnails. Broken earthen-ware and the handle of a laige vefl'el, marked A£L. Frag- 
ments of glafs velTels and mirrors ; and two pieces of a painted glafs cup, which evinces 
the antiquity of that art. 

An entire altar found in the fame fearch, is to be added to the preceding : three of 
the (ides are plain : the fourth has a hatchet exactly refembling thofe now in ufe, and a 
broad knife, or rather cleaver, with which the vidtims were cut up. 

But the mod curious difeovery is a (tone three feet high, the top formed like a pedi- 
ment, with a neat fcollop (hell cut in the middle. From each fide the pediment falls a 
drait corded moulding, and between thofe, jud beneath the fcollop, is a mutilated figure, 
the head being dedroyed ; but from the body which is cloathed with the Sagum, and 
the bucket which it holds in one hand by the handle *, it appears to have been a Gaul, 
the only fculpturc of the kind found in our ifiand. 

Continue my ride along the coad, enjoying a mod beautiful profpeft of the Solway 
Firth, the Ituna seduarium of Ptolemy, bounded by the mountains of Galloway, from 
the hill of Crefel, near Dumfries, to the’ great and the little Rofs, not remote from 
Kirkcudbright. 

Keep on the (hore as far as the village of Allanby : then turn to the north-ead, ride 
over a low barren wood^efs traft, and difmal moors, feeing on the left Crefel in Scot- 
land, and on the right Skiddavv, both quite clear } the lad now appears of an infulting 
height over its neighbours. Had the weather been midy it would have had its cap ; 
and probably Crefel, according to the old proverb, would have fympathized : 

If ever Skiddaw wears a cap, 

Crefel wots full well of that. 

Dine at Wigton, a fmall town, with fome manufaflurcs of coarfc checks. Doidor 
Bum fays that the church has never been rebuilt fincethe days of its founder Odard de 
Logis, coteinporary with Henry I. About a mile or tw'o to the right is old Carlifle, 
fuppofed by Mr. Horft-iy to have been the Olenacum of the Notitia. 

From Wigton the country continues very flat and barren, to a fmall didance of Car- 
lifle. Near that city abetter cultivation takes place, and the fields ofjen appear covered 
with linen manufa^ures : crofs the river Cauda, \hat nlns through the fuburbs, and 
enter the city at the Irifli gate. * 

Carlifle is mod plcafently fituated ; like Chcller Is furroanded wnth walls, but in very 
1 )ad repair, and kept very dirty. T|ie caflilc is ancient, but makes a good appearance 
at a didance ; the view from it confids an cxtenfive traft of rich meadows of the* 
river Eden, here forming two branches and infulating the ground : over one is a bridge 

* Montfaucon Suppl. III. p. 38, tab. xi. 
o a 
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of foul’ ; over the other one of nine arches. There is befldes a profpeft of a rich 
country ^ and si diflant view of ('oId*fclls, Crofs- fells, Skiddaw, and other moun« 
tains. 

The callle was founded by William Rufus, who reftored the city, after it had Iain 
two hundred years in ruins by the Danes. Richard III. made foine additions to it : 
and Henry VIII. built the citadel, an oblong with three round baftions feated on the 
weft fide of the town : in the inner gate of the caftle is ftill remaining the old Portcullis j 
and here are fliewn the apartments of Mary Queen of Scots, where Ihe was lodged for 
fome time after her landing at Workington ; and after being for a little fpace enter- 
tained with flattering refpetl, found hcrfelf prifoner to her jealous rivaFI 

Carlifle has two other gates befidcs the Irilh, viz. the Englifh and the Scotch. Tho 
principal ftreet is very fpacious ; in it is a guard-houfe, built by Cromwell, command- 
ing three other ftreets that open into this. 

The cathedral, begun by Walter, deputy under William Rufus, is very incomplete, 
Cromwell having pulled down part in 1649 to build barracks : there remains fomc 
portion that was built in the Saxon mode, with round arches, and vaft malfy rotund 
pillars, whofo lhafts arc only fourteen feet two inches high, and circumference Kill 
feventcen and a half : the reft is more modern, faid to have been built by Edward III. 
who had an apartment to lodge in, in his frequent expeditions into Scotland. The 
arches in this latter building are lharp pointed, the pillars round and cluftered, and tiiu 
infide of the arches prettily ornamented. Above are two galleries, but with windows 
only in the upper ; that in the eail: end has a magnificent flmplicity, and the painted 
glafs an uncommon neatnefs, notwithftanding there is not a Angle figure in it. 

The choir 'was not founded till about the year 1354; the tabernacle work in it is 
extremely pretty ; but bn the allies on each fide are fome ftrange legendary paintings of 
the hiftory of St. Cuthbert and St. Auguftinc : one reprefents the faint vifited by an, 
unclean fpirit, who tempts him in a molt indecent manner, as thefe lines import : 

Tlie fpyrit of Fornication to him doth aper ; 

And thus he challcncth hys body with ihorne and with bryer. 

•At the weft end of the church is a large plain altar tomb called the Bluc-ftone : on 
this the tenants of- the dean and chapter by certain tenures were obliged to pay their 
rents. 

There had been only one religious houfe in this city ; a priory of black canons found- 
ed by Henry 1 ., replaced on the fuppreflion, by a dean and four canohs fecular ; but 
what the tyrant Henry VIII. had fpared, fuch as the cloiftcrs and other reliques of the 
priory, fell in after-times viflims to'fanatic fury ; no remain8*are to be feen at prefent, 
except the gateway, and a handfome building called the Fratry, or the lodging-room of 
the lay-brothers, or novices. 

Before this pious foundation, St. Cuthbert in 686 fixed here a convent of monks, 
and a nunnery, overthrown in the general defolation of theplac&by the Danes. 

But to trace thf antiquity of this city with hiftoric regularity, the reader fhould learn, 
that after laying afide ail fabdlous accounts, the Britains call it Caen-Lualid, that it was 
named by Antonine, or the author of his itinerary, Lugovallium, or the city of Lual on 
the vallum or wall. * 

That it was probably a place of note in the feventh century, for EgfriJ prefen ted it 

St. Cuthbert with fifteen miles of territory*around ; that the Danes entirely de'lroycd 
it in the ninth century, and that it remained in ruins for two hundred years. William 
Rufus, in 1092, in aprogrefs he made into thefe parts, was ftnick with the fituation, 

founded 
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founded the caftle, rebuilt the town and fortified it as a bulwark againfl the Scots : he 
planted there a large colony from the fouth, who are faid to be the firll who introduced 
tillage in that part of the north. 

Henry I,, in 1 1 aa, gave a fum of money to the city, and ordered fome additionaUfor- 
tifications. -Stephen )ieldcd it to David, King of Scotland. After the recovery into 
the hands of the Knglifli, it underwent a cruel ficge by William the Lion, in 1173; 
and was again befieged by Robert Bruce, in 1315 ; and in the reign of Richard II. was 
alrnoft entirely deftroyed by fire. The greater events from that period are unknown 
to me, till its reddition to the rebels in 1745, on November 16th, when its wcaknefs 
made it untenable, even had it not been feizc-d with the epidemic panic of the times. It 
was retaken by the Duke of Cumberland, on the 30th of December following, and the 
fmall felf-devoted garrilbn made prifoners on .terms that preferv 'd them (without the 
lliadovv of impeachment of his Ilighnefs’s word) for finurt^ juificc. 

The town at prefent confifls of two parifiics, St. Cuthbert'.s and the cathedral, and 
contains about four rhoufand inhabitants ; is haiuifomcly built, and kept very n-at. 
Here is a confiderable manufadure of printed li'icns and coarfe checks, which bring in 
near 3000I. per annum in duties to the crown. It is noted for a great manufaaure of 
whips, which employs numbers of children ; here are alfo made moft excellent filh- 
hooks } but I was told that the mounting them with flies is an art the inhabitants of 
Langholm are celebrated for. 

May 28. Saw', at Mr. Bernard Burton’s a pleafing fight of twelve little induflrious 
girls fpinning at once at a horizontal wheel, which fets twelve bobbins in motion j yet 
fo contrived that fhould any accident happen to one, the motion of that might be 
flopped without any impediment to the others. 

At Mrs Cull’s 1 was favoured with the fight of a fine head of father Iluddlefton, in 
black, with a large band and long grey hair, with an uplifted crucifix in his hand, pro- 
bably taken in the attitude in which he. lulled the foul of the departing proHigate 
Charles II. 

In this city I had the pleafure of being introduced to that worthy veteran Captain 
Gilpin. 1 received from him numbers of fine drawings of views, and antiquities rela- 
tive to this county. Some have been engraven to illuftrate this work ; others I pre- 
ferve in memory of the good and ingenious donor. 

Crofs the little river Petrel, the third that bounds the city, and at about three miles 
«afl:, fee Warwick, or Warthwick church, remarkable for its tribune or rounded eaft end, 
with thirteen narrow niches, ten feet eight high, and feventeen inches broad, reaching 
anno ! to the ground, and the top of each arched ; in two or three is a fmall window'. 
I'he whole church is buik with good cut-ftone i the length is feventy feet, but it once 
extended above one and twenty feet farther well ; there being ftill at that end a good 
rounded arch, now filled up. 

This church is of great antiquity, but the date of the foundation unknown. It was 
granted in the time of William the Conqueror • to tlie abbey of St. Mary’s York, and 
then mentioned as a chapel. 

Beneath it is a handlbme bridge of three arches'over the Eden,* a beautiful river. 
Ride for tvfro miles over a rich and well cultivated tracl, to Corbie ca(lle,^ow a modern 
houi'e, feated on an eminence above the river, which runs through a deep and finely 
wooded glen ; that part next the houfe judicioufly planned and laid out in walks : in 
one of them is the votivS altar engraven in Mr. Gordon’s Ithierary, tab. 43, with* 
tolerable exa^nefs, except on the top, for the hollow is triangular, not round. 

• Dugdale’* Monaft. I.' 3y7. 
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The fight from this walk of the celebrated cells, and the arch of the ancient priory,, 
were fo tempting that I could not refill croffing the river to pay a vifit to thofe curious 
remains. I’he lad is the gateway of the religious houfe of Wetherel, with its fine 
elliptic arch : the houfe was once a cell to the abbey of St. Mary in York, given by 
Ranuiph de Mefchines, Karl of Carlillc, and maintained a prior and eight monks *. 

A little fa.ther, in the miJll of a vail precipice, environed with woods, are cut, with 
much labour, fo ae deep cells in the live rock ; the front and entrance (the lafl is on one 
fide are made )f fine cut-done ; in the front are three windows, and a fire-phee: the 
cells arc th'ee in number, divided by partitions of the native rock, four feet three 
inches thick : each is twelve feet eight inches deep, and about nine feet fix wMe in the 
lower part, where they are more evtenfive than in their beginning : before them, from 
the door to the end, is a fort of gallery twenty-three feet and a half long, bounded by 
the front, which hangs at an awful height above the Eden. I'here are marks of bolts, 
bars aud other fecuritics in the windows and door ; and veiliges, which (hew that there 
had been doors to the cells. 

Thefe are called Conftantine's cells, but more conunonly the fafeguard, being fup« 
pofed to have been the retreat of the monks of the neighbouring priory, during the 
inroads of the Scots ; no one*who fees them will doubt their fecurity, being approach- 
able only by a mod horrible path, amidft woods that grow rather out of precipices 
than (lop':s, impending over the far fubjacent river j and to encreafe the difficulty, the 
door is placed at no fmall height from this only accefs, fo that probably the monks af- 
cended by a ladder, which they might draw up to fecurc their retreat. 

I fearched without fuccefs for the infeription on the fame rock,* a little higher up the 
river. The words, as preferred in the Archaelogia t» are 

-Maximus fciiplit 
Lc XX vv cund : cafiifiut. 

The firft line is fold to be a yard didant from the other, and near, is a coarfe figure 
of a deer. The meaning is too dark to be explained. 

Return to Corbie; and find in the houfe an excellent pifture of a mufician playing 
on a bafe-viol ; the work of a Spanifh mader, part of the plunder of Vigo. A large 
piece of the Emperor Charles V. and his Emprefs ; he fitting with a dem look, as if 
reproving her, and alluding to a caiket on a table before them. She (lands, and has 
in her countenance a mixture of obdinacy and fear. 

'On the dair cafe is a full length of Lord 'William Howard, third fon of the Duke of 
Norfolk, known in thefe parts, by the name of bald Willy. He lived in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, and was the terror of the Mofs troopers, ruling with a rod of iron, 
but by his neceflary feverity, civilized the country. 

There are no traces of the old cadle. The manor belonging to it was granted by 
Henry II. to Hubert de Vallibus, who configned this and Warwick to Odard, who gave 
Corbie to his elded fon, Olbert and Warwick to his younger fon, William. By the 
death of Oibert, William became polTelTcd of both. His elded fon, John, fixed him> 
felf at Warwick, aud took the name of the place, which continued in the family till its 
extin^lion, in the male line, in 1772. In the 3r(i of Edward I. it was held by Thomas 
de Richemount : from him,, came to Sir Andrew de Elarcla, the unfortunate Earl of 
Carlifle, executed in the time of Edward II. and on his attainder, to Sir Richard de 
Salkeid : from his heirs to Lord William Howard then of Naworth, who fettled it. upon 
hi* fecoiul fon, in whofe line it dill continues. 


* Dugdalc’s Monad. I. 389* 
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Returned to Carlifle, and continue there till the 30th of May. Crofs the Eden, that 
flows about ten miles below into the Solway Firth. Pafsover near the village of Stan- 
wick a mile from Carliffe. The fite of the I^£ls, or more properly Adrian’s or Severus’s 
wall, begun by the firll Emperor, and completed by the lad, who may with more juf- 
tice be faid to have built a wall of (lone, near the place, where Adrian had made his of 
turf. For that reafon the Britains ftyled it Gualfever, Gal-fwer, and Mur Tver. But 
at prefent not a trace is to be difeovered in thefe parts, except a few foundatitms, now 
covered with earth, to be feen in a field called Wall-know. From thence it paiTcs be- 
hind Stanwick to Hifibpholm hank, an eminence above the river ; on which are vef- 
tiges of fomc dikes deferibing a fmall fquare, the fite of a fort to c.fend thepafs; for 
the wall reached to the edge of the water, was continued to the oppofite fide, over 
Socercs meadow, and extended ten or twelve miles farther, till it terminated at Bowlnefs^ 
on the Solway Firth. Adrian’s wall, or rather rampart, was made on the north fide of the 
wall, and is vifible in fome places, but ceafes at or near Burgh, the Axelodunum of the 
Notitia. Probably this was a flation fur cavalry, for near Iliffop bank is a (iupendous- 
number of horfes’ bones, expofed by the falling of the clilF. 

Crofs the Leven, and ride through the village of Arthuret : in the church-yard is a- 
rude crofs, with a pierced capital, forming the exa£l figure of the crofs of the knights 
of Malta,, and it is probable, it was ere£led by one of that order. In the fame ground 
was interred the remains of poor Archy Armftrong, jefter or fool to Charles I. and by 
accident, fuitable to his profeffion, the day of his funeral was the firft of April. Archy 
had long (hot his bolt with great applaufe, till it fell unfortunately upon the prelate 
Laud who, with a pride and weakneis beneath his rank and chara^er, procured an 
order of council, the king prefent, for degrading the fool, by pulling his motly coat 
over his head, for difeharging him of the King's fervice, and banilhing him the court. 
Near the village are fome high and irregular fandy eminences ; probably natural, not- 
withfianding a contrary opinion has been held, bccaufe fome coins and an urn have- 
been found in them. 

Reach Netherby, the feat of the Rev. Mr. Graham, placed on a rifing ground, 
wa(hed by the F(k, and commanding anextenfive view ; more pleafing to Mr. Graham, 
as he fees from it a creation of his own ; lands that eighteen years ago were in a (late of 
nature ; the people idle and bad, dill retaining a fmack of the feudal manners : fcarce 
a hedge to be feen : and a total ignorance prevailed of even coal and lime. His improv- 
ing fpirit foon wrought a great change in thefe parts : his example indilled into the in- 
habitants an inclination to indudry : and they foon found the difference between (loth 
and its concomitants, dirt and beggary, and a plenty that a right application of the arts 
ot hulbandry brought anwng them. They lay in the midlt of a rich country, yet (larved 
in it ; but in a fmall time they found, that inltead of a produce that hardly fupported 
themfclves, they could raife even fupplies for their neighbours : that much of their land 
was fo kindly as to bear com for many years fucceflively without the help of manure, 
and tor the more ungrateful foils, that there were lime-Uones to be had, and coal 
to bum them. The wild trad foon appeared in form of verdant meadows or fruitful 
corn fields : from the fird, they were loon able to (fend to-didant places cattle and butter: 
and their dairies enabled them to fupport a numerous herd of hogs, and carry on a con- 
fiderabie tralfick in bacon : their arable lands, a commerc;^ as far as Lancalhire in corn. 

A trad dillinguiihed for its fertility and beauty, ran in form of a valley for fome I'pace 
in view of Netherby : it has been finely reclaimed from its original date, prettily divided, 

* WlTcn the newt arrived at court of the tumuht in Scotland, occafioned by the attempt to introdiioe the 
litiiigy (a prnjc^ of 1.8ud), i^rcby unluckily met with the ArchluitWR, and had the prefumptioo to aik 
Lit Grace, Wliu it fool now ? 
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well planted with hedges, and well peopled : the ground originally not worth Hx-pencc 
an acre, was improved to the value of thirty (hillings : a tratl: completely improved in all 
refpefts, except in houfts, the ancient clay>dabbed habitations Hill exifting. I faw it in 
that«rituation in the^year 1769: at this time a melancholy extent of black turbery, the 
eruption ot the Solway inofs, having in a few days covered grafs and corn, levelled the 
boundaries of almoft every farm, dellroyed molt of the houi'es, and driven the poor in- 
habitants to the utmoll dillrcls, till they found (which was not long) from their land- 
lonl every relief that a humane mind could fuggeft. Happily his fortune favoured his 
inclination to do good : fur the initaut lufs of four hundred pounds a year could prove 
no check to his benevolence. . . 

' On vifiting the place from whence this difader had llowed, it was apparently a natural 
^ihainomenon, without any thing wonderful or unprecedented. Polling inofs, near 
Gardang, had made the fame fort of eruption in the prefent century ; and Chat-mofs, 
between Manchetter and Warrington, in the time of Henry Vlll. as Leland exprelTes it, 
“ bralt up within a mile ofMorley-haul, anddedroied much groundc with molfe there- 
about, and dedroied ntuch frefch water filhche thereabout, fird corrupting with dink- 
ing water Glafebrooke, and fo Glalebrooke carried dinking water and molTc into Mer- 
fey water, and Merfey corruptid carried the roulling' molfe, part to the Ihorcs of Wales, 
part to the ifle of Man, and fum into Ireland ; and in the very top of Chately more, 
where the mode w'as hyed and brake, is now a fair plaine valley as was in tymes pade, 
and a ryilerunnith hit, and p/acesof fmaul trees be found in the bottom.” 

Solway IV'Iofs cpnfifts of fixteen hundred acres ; lies fome height above the cultivated 
traft, and feems to have been nothing but a colleftion of thin peaty mud ; the furface 
itftlf was always fo near the date of a quagmire, that in mod places it was unfafe for 
any thing heavier than a fportfman to venture on, even in the dried fummer. 

The (hell or crud that kept this liquid within bounds, neared to the valley, was at 
lird of fufficient llrength to contain it : but byahe imprudence of the peat-diggers, who 
were continually working on that fide, at length became fo weakened, as not longer to 
be able to relid the weight prefling on it ; to . this may be added, the* fluidity of the 
niofs was greatly increafod by three days rain of imulual violence, which preceded the 
eruption ; and extended itfelf in a line as far as Newcadic : Cook in part of Durham, 
and a fmall portion of Yorkfliire, running in a parallel line of about equal breadth ; 
both fides of which running north and fouth, experienced an. uncommon drought. It 
is lingular that the I'all of Newcadle bridge and this accident happened within a night of 
each other. 

Late in the ni'.ht of the 17th of November of the lad year, a farmer, who lived 
neared the inofs, was alarmed with-an unufual noife. The *crud had at once given 
'vay, and the black deluge was rolling towards his houfc, when ,he was gone out with a 
lantern to fc-e the caufe. of his freight : he faw the dream approach him ; and fird 
tiiought that it was his dunghill, that by fomc fupernatural caufc, had been fet in mo- 
tion; butfoon dilcovc'.ing the danger, he gave notice to his neighbours with all ex- 
pedition : but others received no other advice but what this Stygian tide gave them ; 
ibmc by its noife, many by its ‘entrance into their houfes, and I have been alfured that 
fome were fui^iiz 'd with it even in their beds : thefe pad a horrible night, remaining 
totally ignorant of their fate, and the caufe of their calamity, till the morning, when 
their neighbours, with difficulty, got them out through the roof. About three hundred 
Seves of mols were thus difcharge.l, and above four hundred of land covered : the 
houfes either ovcrthri)W'n or filled to their roofs; and the hedgts overwhelmed ; but 
providentially not a i u.tian life lull : levcral cattle were fudbeated; and ithofe which 
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were houfed had a very fraall chance of efcapihg. The cafe of a cow is fo finguiar as 
to deferve mention. She was the only one out of eight, in the fame cow-ho>ii that 
wasfaved, after ha>^ng Hood fixty hours up to the neck in miid and water; when flie 
was relieved, (he did not fefufe to ear, but would not tafte water : Dor could eveuduok 
without Ihewingi manifcft figns of honor. 

The eruption burfl: from the place of its difcharge, like a cataraft of thick ink ; and 
continued in a ftrcam of the fame appearance, intermixed with great fragments of peat, 
with their heathy furface *, then flowed like a tide charged with pieces of wreck, filling 
the whole valley, running up every little opening, and on its retreat, leaving upon the 
fhore trefnendous heaps of turf, memorials of the height this dark torrent arrived at. 
The farther it flowed, the more room it had to expand, leffening fn depth, till it mixed 
its flream with that of the Efk. 

The furface of the mofs received a confiderable change : what was before a plain, 
now funk in the form of a vail bafon, and the lofs of the contents fo lowered the fur* 
face as to give to Netherby a new view of land and trees unfeen before. 

Near this mofs was the fhameful reddition in 1542, of the Scotch army, undef the 
command of Oliver Sinclair, minion of James V. (to Sir Thomas Wharton, warden of 
the marches.) The nobility, defperate with rage and pride, when they heard that 
favourite proctiumed general, preferred an immediate furrender to a handful of ene- 
mies, rather than fight for a King who treated them with fuch contempt. The Englifh 
commander obtained a-bloodlefs vi^ory : the whole Scotch army was taken,'or difperfed, 
and a few fugitives perifh^d in this very mofs : as a confirmation it is faid, tiiat a few 
years ago fome peat-diggers difeovered in it the Ikeletons of a trooper and his horfe in 
complete armour. 

In my return vifit the ancient border-houfe at Kirk-andrews, oppofite to Netherby ; 
it confilts only of a fquare tower, with a ground floor, and two apartments above, one 
over the other : in the firll floor it was ufuat to keep cattle ; in the two lalt was lodged 
the family. In thofe very unhappy times, every one was obliged to keep guard againfl: 
perhaps his neighbour ; and fometimes to fhut thcmfelves up for days together, with- 
out any opportunity of tailing the frelh air, but from the battleniented top of their 
caftelet. Their windows were very fmall j their door of iron. If the robbers at- 
tempted to break it open, they were annoyed from above by the flinging of great Hones, 
or by deluges of fcaldin^^water *. 

As late as the reign of our James I. watches were kept along the whole border, and 
at every ford by day and by night : fetters, watchers, fearchers of the watchers, and 
overfeers of the watchers were appointed. Befides thele cautions, the inhabitants of 
the marches were obligdU to keep fuch a number of Hough dogs, or what we 'call 
blood-hounds : for example, ** in thefe parts, beyond the Eik,’ by the inhabitants 
there were to be kept above the foot of Sark, i dog. Item, by the inhabitants of the 
inlyde of Elk, to Richmond Cluch, to be kept at the Moot, 1 dog. Item, by the in- 
habitants of the pariih of Arthuret, above Richmond Clugh, to be kept at the Barley- 
head, I dog j and fo on throughout the border.’* 'I'he chief officere, bailiffs and con* 
Hables throughout the diHri£l being dire£led to fee'that the inhabitants kept their quota 
of dogs, and paid their contributions for their maintenance. Perforis IVho were ag- 
grieved, or had loH any thing, were allowed to purfua the hot trode with hounX 
and horn, with hue and cry, and all other accuHomed manners of hot purfuit f. 

• Life of Lord Keeper Gui'ldford» p. 138. 

t Nicholfoa’ft border itwsi p. 127. In the Appendix k to befeen an order for the fccurity of the 
borders. 
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■fhe neccflity of all this was very ftrong ; for before the acceflion of James I. to thefe 
kingdoms, the borders of both were in ^lerpetual feuds : after that happy ^ent, thofo 
that lived by hoilile excurfionsy^took to pillaging their neighbours ; and about that 
period got the name of mofs-troopers, from their living in the moffes of the country. 

They were the terror of the limits of both kingdoms ; at one time amounted to foine 
thoufands, bur by the feverity of the laws, and the activity of Lord William Howard, 
were at length extirpated. 'iTie life and manners of one of the plundering chieftains is 
well exemplified by the confeflion of Giordie Bourne, a noted thief, who fuffered when 
Robert Cary, Earl of Monmouth, was warden of one of thefe marches : he fairly ac- 
knowledged That he had lived long enough to do fo many villainies as he bad done f 
that he had layne with above forty men’s wives, what in England, what in Scotland ; 
that he had killed feven Englilhmcn with his owne handcs, cruelly murthering them ; 
that he had fpent his whole rime in whoring, drinldng, ftcaling, and taking deep re- 
venge for flight offences*.** 

Return to Netherby. The houfe is placed on the fite of a Roman ftation, the caftra 
exploratorum of Antoninus, and was well fituated for commanding an extcnfive view 
around. By fignifles a habitation ; thus, there are three camps or flations, with this 
termination, not very remote from one another, Netherby, Middieby, and Overby. 
The firft, like Ellenborough, has been a rich fund of curiofities for the amufement of 
antiquaries : at prefait the ground they were difeovered in is covered with a good houfe 
and ufeful improvements ; yet not long before Leland’s time ** ther hath bene mar- 
vclus buyldings, as appear by ruinous walles-, and men alyve have fenc rynges and 
llaples yn the walles as yt had been ftayes or holdes for fhyppes f.” There is a tradi- 
tion that an anchor had been found not remote from Netherby, perhaps under the 
high land at Arthurct, i. e. Arthur’s head, beneath which it appears as if the tide had 
once flowed. 

Every thing has been found here that denotes it to have been a fixed refidence of the 
Romans ; a fine Hypocauft, or bath, was difeovered a few years ago, and the burial 
place, now a fhrubbery, w us pointed out to me. The various altars, inferiptions, uten- 
fils, and every other antiquity colleflcd on the fpot, are carefully preferved, and lodged 
in’ the green houfe, with lome others colle&ed in difierent parts of the country. 

June I ft. Take a ride to Liddel’s Strength, or the Mote. A ftrong entrenchment 
two miles S. W. of Netherby, on a ftcep and lofty clay cliffy above the river Liddel, 
commanding a vaft extent of view : has at one end a very high mount, from whence 
the country might be explored to very great advantage: in the middle is the foundation 
■of a fquare building, perhaps, the praetorium ? This place is fmall, rather of a circtilat 
form, ftrongly entrenched on the weak fide ; has before it a Tort of half moon, with a 
vaft fofs and dike as a fecurity. From this place to Netherby is the veftige of a road.. 
That this fortrefs has been originally Roman is probable, but fmee their rime has been 
applied to the fame ufeby other warders. “ It was, fays. Leland, the moted place df 
a gemilman cawled Syr Water Seleby, the which was killyd there and the place de- 
ftroyed yn King Edward the thyrde when the Scottes whent to Dryham J.” 

It was taken by ftorm by Uavid the Ild. The governor. Sir Walter, would have 
compounded for his life by ranfume, but the tyrant, after caufing his two fons to be 
ilrangled before his face, ordered the head of the father, diftra£led with grief, to be 
ftruck off §. 

• Cary’s Memoirs, id. cd. p. 123. f Leland’s Itin. vij. p. 56. 3d. cd. 

f Leland Itin. vH. 55. j Stow’s Chrouicl^ 243, 
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Defcend the hill, and crofling the I.iddel, enter wScotland in Liddefdale, 'ii portion 
of the county of Dumfries : a moft fertile and cultivated tract of low arable and pafture 
Jand. Keep by the river fide for three miles ferther to Penton-lins, where is a moft 
wild but pi£turerque feene of the rhrer, rapidly flowing along nide nocks bounds*] by 
cliffs, cloathed on each fide by trees. 'I he bottom the water rolls over affumes vario\« 
forms ; but the moft fingular are beds of ftone regularly quadrangular, and divided by 
a narrow vacant (pace from each other, refembling immenl'e maffes of Ludi Hclmontii, 
with their fepta loft. Below thefe, the rocks approach each other, leaving only a de.p 
and narrow channel, with a pretty wooden alpine bridge over a depth of furious watery 
black and terrible to the fight. The fides of the rock are ftrangdly pt^orated with 
great and circular hollows, like pots ; the work of the vortiginous motion of thh 'water 
in great floods. 

A farmer I met with here told me, that a pebble, naturally perforated, was an infaU 
lible cure, hung over a horfe that was hag*ridden, or troubled with no 61 urnal fweats. 

Return and pafs through the parilh of Cannonfby, a fmall fertile plain, watered by 
the Elk, where fome canons regular of St. Augufiine had pitched their priory at Icaft 
before the year 1 296, when WiTliam, prior of the convent, fwore allegiance • to Edw. f. 
The parilh is very populous, containing above two thoufand fouls. Much coal and 
lime(tone is found here. 

Moft part of the houfes are built with clay : the perfon who has building in. view, 
prepares the materials, then fummons his nrighbours on a fixed day, who c)iTie fur< 
nilhed with victuals at their own expencf, fet cheerfully to work, and complete the 
edifice before night. 

Afcend a bank on the fouth fide of this valley, to a vaft height above it : the fcencry 
is great and enchanting j on one fide is a view of the river Elk, far beneath, running 
through a rocky channel, and bounded by immenfe precipice ; in various places fud« 
denly deepening to a vaft profundity ; while in other parts it 'glides over a bottom co- 
vered with moflra, or coloured ftones, that refled through the pure water teints glau- 
cous, green, or fappharine : thefe various views are in moft places fully open to fight ; 
in others fuffer a partial interruption from the trees, that clothe the fteep bank, or moot 
out from the brinks and fiffures of the precipices ; the trees are in general oak, but often 
intermixed with the waving boughs of the weejung birch. 

Two precipices are particulany diftinguiihed ; one called Carfidel; the other Gil« 
nochie’s garden : the laft is fiud to have been the retreat of a celebrated outlaw ; but 
originally had evidently been a fmall Britilh fortrefs, guarded on one fide by the fteeps 
of the precipice, on the other by a deep iotrenchment. 

The ride was extremely diverfified through thick woods, or fmall thickets, with fud- 
den tranfitions from the (hade into rich and weU-huibanded fields,* bounded on every 
fide with woods ; with views of other woods ftill rifing beyond. No wonder then that 
the inhabitants of thefe parts yet believe the fairies revel in thefe delightful fccnes. 

Crofs the Efk, through a ford with a bottom of folid rock, having on one fide the 
water precipitating itfelf down a precipice forming a fmall catarad, ^mch would afford 
a feene nqt the moft agreeable to a timia mind. THb wat(!r too was of the moft cryftal- 
line, or colourlefs cleamefs, no ftream I have ever feen being comparable* ; fo that per- 
fons who ford this river are often led into diftreffes, by being deceived as to its depth, 
for the great tranfparency gives it an unreal (hallownefs. 

This river is inhabited by trouts, parrs, loches, nunnows, eels, and lampiies ; ancf 

* Keith*! Scotch Billiops, 240. 
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what is fiagidaur» the chub* which with us loves only the deep and dill waters bounded 
by clayey banks. 

On me oppofite eminence fee Hohhoufe, a defenfible tower like that at Kirk.andrew8, 
andvMie of m feats of the hunous Johnny ArmUro^^ Laird of Gilnockie, the mod 
p(^ular and potent thief his time, and who laid the whole Englilh bordere under 
contribution, but never injured any oi his own countrymen. He always was attended 
vrith twenty-^our gentiem«i wril mounted : and when James V. we^t his progrefs in 
152&, e3q>refriy to free the countr|r from marauders of this kind, Gilnockie appeared 
before bhn with thirty>fix perfons in his train *, mod goigeoufly apparelled ; and him- 
fetf fo richly drei^ that the king faid, ** What wants that knave that a king (hould 
have?** ifis ma^y ordered him and his followers to immediate execution, in fpite of 
the great offers Gilnockie made ; who finding all application for favour vain, he, ac* 
cording to the (dd bs^ad, boldly told the king. 

To Ibik hot water beneath cold yec, 

Surdj k M a great foUie ; 

1 haif aliced grace at a gracckla ftce. 

But there M nane for my men and me. 

I faw a b<^, a dtred defeendant of this unfortunate brave, who with his whole family 
are frid to be didkiguiflied for their bonedy and qi^t difpofition, happily degenerating 
from their great ancedor. 

Continue my ride on a fine turnpike road, throngh beautiful woods, to Mr. Max. 
weirs of Bromnholme, envirtmed with a mod magnificent theatre of trees, cloathing 
the lofty bHls, and the whole furmonnted by a barren mountain, by way of contrad. 

The rent <x the ground which Mr. Maxwell keeps in his own hands, and that of a 
farm now disjoined from it, was in the unfettled times of the beginning of the lad cen. 
tury only five pounds Scotch, or eight (hillings and foor.pence Englifh. At prefent 
Mr. h^weirs (hare alone would take a hundred pounds derling amiual rent. This is 
mentioned as anilludration of the happy change of times, and the increafe of revenues 
by the fecurity the owners now enjoy, by the improvements in agriculture, and the 
cheapnefs of money to what they were a century and a half ago. indeed it (hould be 
mentioned that the old rent was paid by a Maxwell to a Maxwell ; and perhaps there 
might be fome finall matter of fovour from the chieft^ to his kii^man ; but even ad. 
mitting fome partiality, the rife of income mud be amazing. 

The road continues equally beautiful, along a fertile glen, bounded by hills and woods. 
Come in view of a bridge, with the pleafing motion of a mill wheel feen in perfpeftive 
through the middle arch : the river was hare low, and the bed appeared roughened with 
tranfverfe waved rocks, extenfively fpread, and fharply brokdh. 

The town of Langholme appears in a fmall plain, with the entrance of three dales, 
and as many rivers, from which they take their names, entering into it, viz. Wachop. 
dale, Eufdale, and Eikdale ; the lad extends thirty or forty miles in length, and the 
fides as far as I could fee, bounded by hills of fmootb and verdant grafs, tiK fweet food 
of the fheep, the great daple of the counby. . To give an idea of the confidcrable 
traffic earned on inthefe aniihals, the reader may be told, that from twenty to thirty .fix 
thoulknd lambs are fold in the feveral fairs that are held at Langholme in the year. To 
this mud be added, the grestt profit made of the wool, fold into England for our coarfer 
manufaftures ; of the fheep themfelves fent into the fouth, and even of the cheefe and 
‘butter made from the milk of the ewesf* 

• Liadfej, 147. 

t Fur a fuller account of the management of the flieep of this county, ride the Appendix. 
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The trufteee for encouraging of improvements gpve annual premiums to fuch who 
produce the fineft wool, or breed the beft tups } a udfe meafure in countries emerging 
from floth and poverty. 

I'he m'anufa^ures of Langholme are iluffs, ferges; black and white pUdds, &c. moiUy 
fold into England. 

The caftle is no more than a fquare tower, or border-houfe, once belonging to the 
Armftrongs. In my walk to it was Ihewn the place where feveral witches had fuSered 
in the laft century : this reminds me of a very fmgular belief that prevailed not many 
years ago in thefe parts ; nothing lefs than that the midwives had power of transferring 
part of the primaeval curfe beftowed on our great firft mother, from the good wife to 
her hulband. I faw the reputed offspring of fuch a labour ; who kindly came into the 
world without gividg her mother the leafl uneafinefs, while the poor hufband was roar* 
ing with agony in his uncouth and unnatural pains. 

The magiftrates of this place are very attentive to the fuppreflion of all exceffive ex- 
ertions of that unruly member the tongue : the brank, an inftrument of punifhment, is 
always in readinefs, and I was favoured with the fight : it is a fort of head-piece, that 
opens and inciofes the head of the impatient, while an iron, (harp as a chifTel, enters the 
mouth, and fubdues the more dreadful weapon within. This had been ufed a month 
before, and as it cut the poor female till blood gufhed from each fide of her mouth, it 
would be well that the judges in this cafe would, before they exert thrir power again, 
confider not only the humanity, but the legality of this pra£ace. 

l^e learned Doflor Plot * has favoured the world with a minute defcriptlon, and a 
figure of the inftrument, and tells us, he looks on it ** as much to be preferred to the 
ducking'ftool, which not only endangers fhe health of the party, but alfo pves the 
tongue liberty *twixt eveiy dip ; to neither of which this is at all lyable.** 

Among the various cuuoms now obfolete, the moft curious was that of hand-filling, 
in ufe about a century paft. In the upper part of Efkdale, at the confluence of the 
white and the black Efic, was held an annual wr, where multitudes of each fex repaired. 
The unmarried look out for mates, made their engagement by joining hands, or by hand* 
filling, went off in psurs, cohabited till the next annual return of the foir, appeared 
there again, and then were at liberty to declare their approbation or diflike of each 
other. If each party continued conflant, the hand-fifting was renewed for life ; but if 
cither party diffented, the engagement was void, and bom were at full liberty to make 
a new choice; but with this j^vifo, that the inconftant was to take the charge of the 
offspring of the year of probation. This cuflom feemed to originate from the want of 
clergy in this county in the days of po^ry. This trad was the property of tfe^ j^Uby 
of Mclrofs, which tmoagh oeconomy cmcontinued the vicars that were ufed to c^l^iargo 
here the clerical offices ; inflead they only made annual vifitations for the purpofes of 
marrying and baptifing, and the perfon thus fent was called Book in Bofom, probably 
from his carrying, by way of readinefs, the book in his bread ; but even this being 
omitted, the inhabifonts became neceffitated at firft to take this method, wluch they 
continued from habit to pradife long after the reformation had fumifhed them with 
clergy. * * • 

Perfons of rank, in times long prior to thofe, took the benefit of this cuftom ; for 
Lindefey t, in his reign of James II., fays, ** Tliat James fixth Earl of Murray begat 
upon Ifebel Innes, daughter of the Laird of Innes, Alexander IJunbar, a man of lingu- 
lar wit and courage* This Ifabel was but handfift with him, and deceafed before the 

* Hill. Staffordihire, 389, tab, xxzii. t P. >6. folio ed. 
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marriage; wherchdirough this Aleirander he was worthy of a greater living, than he' 
wight fucceed to by the laws and praftifes of this realm.*' 

Of the fportsof thefe parts, that of curling is a favourite, and one unknown in Eng* 
land it is an amufement of the winter,*and played on the ice, by Aiding from one 
mark to another great (tones of forty to feventy pounds weight, of a hemirpherical form; 
with an iron or wooden handle at top. The objedt of the -player is to lay has ftbne as 
near to the mark as poAible, to guard that of his partner, which had been well laid be* 
fore, or to (Irike oif that of his antagoniA. 

Return and pals the anarch dike, or the Scotch border, and continue at Netherby 
that night. 

June 2 . Pafs through Longtown, a place remarkable for the great trade carried on 
during the feafon of cranberries; when for four or five markets, from twenty to twenty, 
five pounds worth are fold each day at three-pence a quart, and fent in fmall barrels to 
London. 

Crofs the EAc, on a bridge of Ave arches, a light ftrudure, as moA of the bridges of 
this country are. Go through the lanes which had been rendered impalTable at the 
time 6f the eruption of the Solway mofs, which took its courfe this way to the EAc. 
The road was at this time quite cleared ; but the fields to the right were quite covered 
with the black fiood. 

The fpace between theEfk and the Sark, bounded on the third fide by the March 
dike, which erodes from one river to the other, feems properly to belong to Scotland ; 
but having been difputed by both crowns, was ftyled the- debateable land. But in the 
veign of our James I. Sir Richard Graham obtaining from the Earl of Cumberland (to 
whom it was granted by Queen Elizabeth) a leafe of this tradl, bought it from the 
needy monarch, and had intereA enough to get it united to the county of Cumberland,, 
it being indifia*ent to James, then in podeATion of both kingdoms, to which of them it 
was annexed. ■ « . ^ 

Ride by the fide of the Roman road, that communi^ted between Netherby and the' 
camp at Burrens. Crofs a fmall bridge over the Sark, and again enter Scotland. 

On the banks of this rivulet the Engliih, under the command of the Earl of North* 
umberland, and Magnus with a. red main, received a great d^eaf from the Scots, under 
Douglas Duke of Ormond, and Wallace of Cragie. Numbers of the former were 
drowned in their flight in Solway firth, and Lord Rercey taken prifoner ; a misfortune 
owing to his filial piety, in helping his father to a horfe, to enable him * to efcape. 

At a little dlAance frpm the bridge, Aop at the little village of Gretna, the refort of 
all amorous couples, whofe union the prudence of parents or guardians prohibits : here 
the young pair may be inAantly united by a fifherman, a. joiner, or a blackfmith, who 
marry from two guinests a job, to a dram of whilky : but the price is generally adjuAed< 
by the information of the poAilions from CarliAe, whoarein.payof one or other of the 
atove worthies ; but even the drivers, in cafe of necefiity, have been known to under* 
take the facerdotal office. If the purfuit of friends proves very hot, and there is not 
time for the ce;remony, the frighted pair are advifed to flip into bed, are fliewn to their 
purfuers, who imagining that they are irrecoverably united, retire, and leave them to 

confumoiate titcir unfinifhed Jovea. 

This place b diAinguiflied from afar by a fmall plantation of firs, the Cyprian grove 
of the place ; a fort of land-roark for fugitive lovers. As I had a great defire to fee 

> Hift. of Douglat't, p. 179. 
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the^high priefty by ftratagem I fucceeded : he appeared in form of a fiiherman, a ftout 
fellow, in a blue coat, rolling round his folemn chops a quid of tobacco of no commotv 
fize.- One of our party was fuppofed to come to explore the coaft : we quedioncd 
hinv about his price } which, after eyeing us attentively, he left to our honour. 'I’he 
church of Scotland does what it can to prevent thefe clandefline matches ; but in vain,, 
for thofe infamous couplers defpile the. fulminatipn of the kirk, and excommunication is* 
the only penalty it can iniHd. 

Continue my journey over a woodlefs flat trafl, almoft herfgerefs-. But prodtiftive of 
excellent oats and barley. Pafs by Rig, a little hamlet, a fort of chapel of eafe tO’ 
Gretna, in the run>away nuptials The performer here is an alehoufe- keeper. 

On the left is Solway firth, and a view of Kefwick- fells, between which and Bumf- 
work-hill in Scotland, is a flat of forty miles, and of a great extent in length. The 
country grows now very uncultivated, and confiftsof large commons* Reach 

Annan, in Annandale, another divifion of Dumfrieslhire, a town of four or five hun- 
dred inhabitants, feated oit the river of the fame name. Vcflels of about two hundred> 
and fifty tons can come within half a mile of the town, and of fixty as hi^h as the bridge.- 
This place has fome trade in wine : the annual exports are between twenty and -thirty 
thoufand Winchefler bufliels of com. 

The caftle was entirely demolifhed, by order of parliament, after the accelfion of 
James VI., to the crown of 'England, and only the ditches remain. But Annan was in- 
a manner ruined by Wharton, lord prefident of the marches, who, in the reign of £d« 
ward VI., overthrew the church and burnt the town ^ the firft having been fortified by 
the Scots *, under a Lyon of the houfe of Glames. 

The Bruces were once lords of this place, as appears by a ilone at prefent in a wall of 
a gentleman’s garden, taken from the ruins of the caftle, and thus inferibed : ** Robert 
de Brus Counte de Garrick et fenteur du val de Annand 1 300.” 

After dinner make an excurfion of five miles to Ruthwell,. palling over the Annan- 
on a bridge of five arches, defended by a gateway* The country refembles thit 1 pafledi 
over in the morning; but at Newby-neck obferve theground formed into eminences, 
fo remarkable as to occafion a beljef of their being artificial, but are certainly nothing, 
more than the freaks of nature. 

The church of Ruthwell contains the ruins of a moft curious monument ; an obc- 
lilk, once of a great height, now lying in three pieces, broken by an order of the general 
aflembly in 1 644, under pretence of its being an obje£l of fuperftition among the vulgar, 
"When entire it was probably about twenty feet high, exclufive of pedeftal and capital 
making allowances in the meafurement of the preient pieces for fragments chipped olF,. 
when it was deftroyed ; i« originally confifted of two pieces ; the- lowed, now in two,, 
had been fifteen feet long ; the upper had been placed on the other by means of a 
focket : the form was fquare and taper, bu| the fides of unequal breadth : the two op- 
polite on one fide at bottom were eighteen inches and a half, at top only fifteen ; (he 
narrower fide fixteen at bottom, eleven at top. Two of the narrowed fides are orna- 
mented with v\ae-leave8, and animals intermixed with Runic characters around the 
margin t on one of the other fides is a very rude figiTre of our Saviour* with each foot on 
the head of fome beads : above and each fide him are inferibed in Saxon letters : ‘(<efus 
Chiiftus— j.udex cquitatis, certo falvateris mundi et an”-»pcrhap8 as Mr. Gordon f 
imagines, ** Angelorum — beftia: et dracones cognoyerant inde and laftly are the 
words, ** fregerunt panem.” 

* Ayfeough's Hilt, of the wan of Scothnd and England, jat. f Itin. tdi. 
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Beneath the two animals is a compartment with two figures, one bearded, the'nther 
not, and above is infcribed, ** Sandus P8ulus.** 

On the adverfe fide is our Saviour again, with Mary Magdalene waihing his feet, 
and*the box of ointment in his hand. The inferiptions, as made out by Mr. Gordon, 
are ; ** Alabafirum unguenti — ejus lachrymis cajpit rigare pedes, ejus capillis—capitis' 
fui temebar — et prseteriens vidi.” 

The different fculptures were probably the work of different times and different na- 
tions ; the firft that of the chriftian Saxons ; the other of the Danes, who either found 
thofe fides plain, or defacing the ancient carving, replaced it with fome of their own. 
Tradition fays that the church was built over this obeiiik, long after its ereflion ; and 
It was reported to have been tranfported here by angels, it was probably fo fecured for 
the fame reafon as'the fanta cafa at Loretta was, led it {hould take another flight. 

The pedeffal lies buried beneath the floor of the church ; I found fome fragments of 
the capital, with letters fimilar to the others ; and on each oppofite fide an eagle, neatly 
cut in rdief. Tha% was alfo a piece of another, with Saxon letters round the lower 
part of a human figure, in long vefiments, with his foot on a pair of fniall globes : this 
too feemed to have been the top of a crofs. 

Scotland has had its vicar of Bi*ay ; for in this church-yard is an inferiptbn in memory 
of Mr. Gawin Young, and Jean Stswart hisfpoufe. He was orduned minifler in 1617, 
when the church was preibyterian : icon after, James VI. edablifhed a moderate fort of 
epifcopacy. In 1638, the famous league and covenant took place : the bifhops were 
depofi^, and thor power aboliflied ; prefbytery then flouriflied in the fullnefs of acri- 
mony. Sefhiries of all forts invaded the church in Cromwell's time, all equally hating, 
perfecating, and being perfecuted in their turns. In 1660, on the radoration, ej^co. 
paev arrived at its plenitude of power, and preft>)^erianifm oqielled; pnd that fed which . 
in their piof^rity Ihewed no mercy, now met with retributory vengeance. Mr. Young 
maintained his pod anudd all thefe change and what is much to hu honour, fupported 
hischara&er; was refpeded by all parties fer his moderation and learning '; uveda 
tranquil life, and died in peace, after etqoying his cure fifty-four years. 

The epitaph on him, his wife smd family, merits prefervation, it but to fhew the num- 
ber of his children : 

Far from our own amidst our own we Ijr : 

Of our dear bairns, thirty and one ua by. 
anagram. 

Gkivinut juniua 

Unius agni ufut 
Jean bteuart 

. a true fiiint ^ 

a true faint I lire it, fo I die it* 
tho men faw no, my God did fee it* 

Tlus parifli extends s^ong the Solway firth, which gains on the land continually, and 
much is annually wafhed away : the tides recede far, and leave a vad fpace of fends 
dry. The fport of felmon-hunting is almod out of ufe, there being only one perfon on 
the coad who is ^pert enough to oraQife the diverfion : the fportfman is mounted on 
a good horfe; and zunuihed with a mng fpear : he dilcovers the fifh in the fhallow chan- 
nels formed by £fk, purfucf it full fpeed, turns it like a grey-hound, and after a long 
chace feldom fails to tranfix it. 

< The felt-makers of Ruthwell merit mention, as their method feems at prefent quite 
locaL As foon as the warm and dry weather of June comes on, the fun brings up and 
incrufts thefurfece of the fend wkh felt: at that tune they gather the fend to the depth 

of 
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of an inch, carry it out of the reach of the tide, and lay it in round contpaft heaps, to 
prevent the fait from b^g wafhed away by the rains : they then make a pit eight feet 
long and three broad, and the lame depth, and plaifter the infide with clay, that it may 
hold water ; at the bottom they place a layer of peat and turf, and fill the pit with the 
collected faod ; after that they pour water on it : this filters through the fand, and car* 
ries the fait with it into a lefler pit, made at the end of the great one : this they boil in 
fmall lead pans, and procure a coarfe brown fait, very fit hr the purpofes of fairing 
meat or filh. James Vf., in a vifit he made to thefe parts, after his acceflion to the 
crown of England, took notice of this operation, and for their indufiry exempted the 
poor falt-makers of Ruthwell from all duty on this commodity^ which rill the union, 
was in ail the Scotch a£ts relating to the fait duties, excepted. 

In this parifh was lately difeovered a fingular road through a morale made of wood, 
confilUng of fplit oak planks, eight feet long, faftened down by long pins or (lakes, 
driven through the boards into the earth. It was found out by digging of peat, and at 
that time lay fix feet beneath the furface. It pointed towards the lea, and in old times 
was the road to it ; but no tradition remains of the place it came from. 

Return through Annan, and after a ride over a naked trafl, reach Spnngkeld, the 
feat of Sir William Maxwell r near the houfe is the fite of BelKcafile, where the Duke 
of Albany, brother to James III., and the Earl of Douglas, lodged the night before their 
defeat at Krkonnel, a place almofl contiguous.. This illullrious pair bad been exited 
in England, and invaded their own country on a plundering fcheme, in a manner un« 
worthy of them. Albany efcaped f Douglas was taken, and finilhed hb life in the con«^ 
vent of Lindores *. 

In the burying.ground of Kirkonnel is the grave of the fair £lleafrvine, and that or 
her lover: Ihe was daughter of the houfe of Eurkonnel, and was beloved by two gentle- 
men at the fame rime : one vowed to facrifice the fiicerfsful rival to hb refentment,.and 
watched an opportunity while the happypair wnw fitting on the banks of the Kirtle, that 
walhes thefe grounds. Ellen perceive# the defperate lover on the oppofite fide, and 
fondly thinking to fave her favourite, intmpofed and receiving, the wound, intended 
for her beloved, fell and expired in his arms. He inllantly revenged her death ; thea 
fled into Spain, and fetved for fome rime againft the infidels l on his return he vifited 
the ^rave of bis unfortunate miflrefs, (Iretcl^ himfelf on it, and expiring on the fpot^ 
was interred by her fide. A fword and a crofs are engraven, on the tomb-ilone, with> 
** hie jacet Adam Fleming the onb memorial of this unhappy gentleman, except aA 
ancient ballad of no great merit, which accords the tragical event -f. 

Excepting a glen near bpringkeld, moll of thb country b very nakedv It b laid to> 
have been cleared of th^ woods by aA of parliament,, in the time of James VI., in order 
to dellroy the retreat of the aiofs.troopets, a pefi this part of the country wasiniamoua 
for : in fad the whole of the borders then was, as Lindefay exprei&s, no other thing 
but theft, reiff and {laughter. They, were pofiefied a fet of potent clans, all of Saxoa 
defeent ; and, like true defeendants of libmael^ their hands were againlt every man,, 
and every man’s hand agaiiifl them. The Johnllons, of Lnugh>Wf>od, in. Annandale ^ 
their rivals the Maxwells of Caerlavoroc, the- Murrays bf Gockpool, Glendonwyns o£ 
Glendonwin, Carruthers of Holmain, Irvines of Bonlltaw, Jardins of A^legarth, and 
the Elliots of Liddefdale, may be enumerated among the^reat fitmiiies. 

But befides thefe were a fet of clans and fumames on die whole border, and on the 

^ Hume^s Hift. of the Douglas’s^ folto« p. 30& 

t Which Jiappeocd cipher the latter end of the reign of Jmm orlht bc^aii^of that of Mary. 
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il^ebateable grouiid, who, as my author* fays, were not landisd ; many of thim diftin* 
guiilied by ncn:t tic guerre^ in the manner as ihveral of our unfortunate brave arc at 
prefent, fuch as Tom Trotter of the hill, the Goodman DIckfon of Bucktrig, Ralph 
Buni of the Coir, George Hall, called Pat’s Oeordie there, the Lairds Jok, Wanton 
Syni, WilIi)fPowder-la«ipat, Arthur fire the Braes, Gray WiH, Will the Lorf, .Willie 
of Gratna hill, Richie Graham the Plump, John Skynbank, Priors John and his bairnes^ 
llcc'or of the Harlaw, the griefes and cuts of Harlaw; thefe and many more, merry 
men all, of Robin Hood’s nateimity, fuperior to the -little diftinftions of meum ana 
tuum. » 

June 3. Vifit the Roman Ration at Burrens, in the phrilh of Middleby, feated on a 
11 at, bounded on one fide by -the finall water of Mien, and on another by a fmall birn. 

It was well defended by four ditches and five dikes j but much of both is carried away 
hy the winter Roods in the river that bounded on one fide : a hypocaufi had been dif* 
covered here, inferibed fiones dug up, and coins found, fome of them of the lower em- 
pire. Obferved a place formed of fquare Hones, which I was told contained, at the 
time of the difeovery, a quantity of grain : I was alfo informed, that there had been 
A large vault a hundred and twenty feet long, defigned for a granary ; but this has long 
fince been deftroyed for fake of the materials. Mr. Horfley imagines to have been the 
JbUaum bulgiwn or Antonine, being on the north fide of the wall, with a milittfry road 
b. -tween it and Netherby, and that it was the place where Agricola concluded his fe- 
cund year’s expedition. As that general was diftinguilhed for his judicious choice of 
ipots of encampment, fo long afterj his fucc^ors made ufe of this, as. appears by a 
medal of Conftantius Chlorus being found here, for that Emperpr lived about two 
hundred and twenjy years after Agricola. 

The country now begins to grow very hilly, but ufefully fo, the hills being verdant, • 
and formed* for excellent iheep-walks : on the fides of one called Bumfwork, about 
two miles from Burrens, are two beautiful camps, united to each other by a rampart, 
tloat winds along the fide of a hill ; one camp being on the fouth-eaft, the other on the 
conh-weft : one has the prmtorium yet vifible ; and on the north fide are three round 
tumuli, each joined to it by a dike, preceding to fome diftance from the ramparts, as 
if tq proted the gate on that quarter, for each of thefe mounts had its little fort : the 
other camp had tw o of thefe mounts on one fide, and one on each bnd ; but the vefiiges 
of thefe are very faint : both of thefe camps were furrounded with a deep ditch, and a 
itrong rampart both on the infide and the outfide of the fofs ; and on the very fummit 
of the hill is a fmall irregular intrenchment, intended as exploratory, for the view from 
ibence is uninterrupted on every part. Thefe camps are very accurately planned 'by 
Mr. Gordon, tab. i. p. 16. Thefe alfo were the work of Agrit^la, and highly probable 
to be, as Mr. Horfley imagines, the fummer camp of that at Burrens. 

The view from the fummit is extremely extenfive : the tpwn of Lochmaban, with 
its lake and ruined caflle, built on a hean-fliaped peninfuia > Queen(bury*hill, which 
gives title to the Duke ; Hartsfell, and the Loders, which difpute fur height ; yet a 
third, the Driflels, was this day patched with (how } and laflly, Erieftone, which fofters 
the Annan, the Clyde, and thoTwedd. 

Defcend and pafs through the fmall town of Ecclefechan (ecclefia Fechani), noted for 
the great monthly markets foe- cattle. 

^ Near this place, on the eflate of Mr. Irvine, writer, was found an antiquity whofe ufe 
1C rather doubtful : the metal is gold } the length rather more than feven inches and 

- j*. Taken from t fragment ®f,a quarto book, printed in it>»3,eofltainHig namea of «Iani in trtij (heriff- 
dom, Rc. 

7 ahalf#^ 
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a half; the weight a 02. and a half, and 15 ga. It is round and very flender in the 
middle, at each aid grows thicker, and of a conoid form, terminating with a flat circular 
plate: on the fide of one end are damped the words Hclenus fecit 'y on the other is 
prick’d .... IllMB. From the llendemefs of the middle part, and the thicknefs of 
the ends, it might perhaps ferve as a feftening of a garment, by inferting it through holes 
on each fide, and then twifting togaher this pliant metal. 

Keep along the plain, arrive again on the ban^ of the Annan, and have a yery ele- 
gant view of its wooded maigent, the bridge, a light ftrudlurc with three arches, one of 
nfty-fea, the others of twenty-five, with the turrets of Hoddam caftle a little beyond, 
overtopping a very pretty grove. 

The caftle con^s of a great fquare tower, with three flender round turrets : the 
entry through a door prote£ted by another of iron bars ; near it a fquare hole, by way 
of dungeon, and a ftaircafe of ftone, fuited to the place ; but inflead of finding a cap- 
tive damfel and a fierce warder, met with a courteous laird and his beauteous fpoufe ; 
and the dungeon not filled with piteous captives, but well ftored with generous wines, 
not condemned to a long imprifonment. 

This caftle, or rather ftrong border-houfe, was built by John Lord Harries, nick- 
named John de Reeve, a ftrenuous fupporter of Maiy Stuart, who conveyed her fafe 
from the battle of Langfide to his houfe at Terrigles, in Galloway, and from thence to 
the abbey of Dundrannan, and then accompanied her in a fmall vcflel in her fatal flight 
into England. Soon after it was furrendered * to the regent Murray, who appointed 
the Laird of Drumlanrig governor and lord of the marches. Before the acceflion of 
James VL, Hoddam was one of the places of defence on the borders ; for ** the houfe 
of Howdam was to be keped with ane wife ftout man, and to have with him four well- 
horfed men, and thir to have two dark footmen fervants to keep their horfes, and the 
principal to have ane ftout footman f.” 

In the walls about this houfe are preferred altars and inferiptions found in the ftation 
at Burrens : as they do not appear to have fallen under the notice of the curious, an 
enumeration of them perhaps will not be unacceptable, therefore ihall be added in the 
appendix. 

Near Hoddam, on an eminence, is a fquare building, called the Tower of Repentance. 
On it is carved the word Repentance, with a ferpent at one end of the word, and a dove 
at the other, fignifying remorfe and grace. It was built by a Lord Harries, as a fort 
of atonement for putting to death fome pi^oners whom he had made under a promife 
of quarter. 

Proceed over a country full of low hills, fome parts imder recent cultivation, others 
in a healthy ftate of naturae. Reach, in a well cultivated and woody flat, the caftle and 
houfe of Comlongam,the propertv of Lord Stormont, and the birth-place of that orna- 
ment of our ifland. Lord Mansfield. 

The caftle confifts of a great fquare tower, now almoft in ruins, though its walls of 
near thirteen feet in thicknefs might have promifed to the archited a longer duration. 
Many fmall rooms are gained out of the very thicknefs of the fides ; and at the bottom 
of tme, after a defeent m numbers of ftep, is the noifomc dungeoif, without light or 
even air-holes, except the trap-door in the floor, contrived for the lowering in of the 
captives. This fortreft was founded by one of the anceftqrs of the Murrays, Earls of 
Annandale, a title which ftdled in tldit name about the time of the Reftoration. 
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Juno 4. Ride along the fliorc by the end of Lockcrncfs, a inorafs of about ten miles 
in -length, and three in breadth, with the little water of Locker running through it. 
This tract, from recent furvey, appears to have been overflowed by the fea, which con- 
firm^ the tradition relating to fuch an event. 'I'his invafion of the tides was certainly 
but temporary, for from the numbers of trees, roots, and other vegetable marks found 
there, it is evident that this morafs was, in fome very diflant period, ati extcnflve'forcft. 
Near a place called Kilblain I mot with one of the ancient canoes of the primaeval inha- 
bitants of the country, when it was probably in the fame Hate of nature as Virginia, 
when lirH difeovered by Captain Philip Amidas. The length of this little vcflel was eight 
feet eight, of the cavity of fix feet feven, the breadth two feet, depth eleven inches; and 
at one end were the remains of three pegs for the paddle : the hollow was made with 
lire, in the very manner that the Indians of America formed their canoes, according to 
the faithful reprefentaiion by Thomas Harriot*, in De Bry’s publication of his draw- 
ings. Another of the fame kind was found in 1736, with its paddle, in the fame mo- 
rafs : the lad was feven feet long, and dilated to a confiderable breadth at one end ; fo 
that in early ages neceflity dictated the fame inventions to the moll remote regions t* 
Thcfe were long prior to our vitilia navi^ioy and w'ere in ufe in feveral ancient nations : 
the Greeks called them MoocuAa and : fome held three perfons, others only 

one I ; and of this kind feems to have been that now mentioned. Thole ufed by the 
Germans § were of a vad fizc, capable of holding thirty men ; and the Gauls on the 
Rhone had the fame fpecies of boats, but were indiflerent abouttheir Ihape, and content 
if they would but float, and carry a large burden ||. 

At Mr. Dickfon’s, of Leckerw'ood, faw a curiofity of another nature, found in the 
neighbourhood : a round pot of mixed metal, not unlike a fmall iliallow mortar, with 
two rings on one dde, and two handles on the other. 

Over Lockermofs is a road remarkable for its origin : a drangcr, a great number of 
years ago, fold fome goods to certain merchapts at Dumfries upon credit : he uifap- 
peared, and neither he nor his heirs ever claimed the money : the merchants in expec- 
tation of the demand very honedly put out the fum to intcred ; and after a lapl'e of 
more than forty years, the town of Dumfries obtained a gift of it, and applied the fame 
towards making this ufcful road. Another is now in execution by the military, which 
is alfo to pafs over Lockermofs, and is intended to facilitate the communication between 
North Britain and Ireland, by way of Port Patrick. 

In this morning’s ride, pafs by a fquare inclofure of the fize of half an acre, moated 
round. This was a place of refuge ; for in family difputcs, fuch was truly necefl’ary, 
and here any perfon who came remained in inviolable fecurity. 

See the ifle of Cacrlavcroc, with a border-houfe in the middle, built by a Max- 
well. This place is far from the fea ; but dylcd an ifle becaufe moated. 

Vint Wardlaw, a fmall hill with a round Britiih camp, furrounded with two fofles on 
the top ; and on the fouth l.de the faint vediges of a Roman camp, now much ploughed 
up. The profpeft from this emmence is fine, of the firth, the difeharge of the river 
Nith or Nid, the Nobius of Ptolemy, and a long extent of the hills of Galloway. 

The Roman encampment on this hill might pn^bably be the Uxolum of Ptolemy, 
cfpccially if wc are to derive that word from the Britiih, uchel^ high ; for the file of the 

« 

* A fervant of Sir Walter Ralf-it/h, fenl to Virginia to. make' drawings and olifervations. 

f My ingenious friend Mr. S’.iL.rt tells me, that the Greek'’. Uill made iifc of canoes of this kind, to 
crofs fmall rms uf il»t lea ; and liiat they dylc them MoEO'u?va, frtim being formed of one piece of wood. 

PuhscMi .Slratatruin.’ lib. v. c. 2j. p. ^09. Vtllciu'* I'aUrcidus, lib. ii. c. loy# 

I riiiiaHili. Nat. xvi. c. |1 Livii^ lib.xvi. c. 26. 
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fortrefs of Caerlavcroc is on fuch a flat as by no means to admit of that epithet, or to 
be allowed to have been the ancient Uxelum, as Mr. liorfley conjeclurr's. 

Thecaftle has undergone its different fieges: the firft that appears in hlflory, and the 
moft celebrated, was in the year 1300, w’hen Kdward 1. fat down before it in perlon. 
Enrai’ed at the generous regard the Scots fiiewcd for their liberty, and the unremItted 
efforts made by their hero Wallace, to free his country from a foreign yoke, the Engliflx 
monarch fummoned his barons, and all the nobility who held of him by military tenure, 
to attend with their forces at Carlifle on the fcaft of St. John the Baptifl. On that oc- 
cafion, as the poet of the expedition relates, there appeared, 

foiflant et vint et fept hanicrcs 

each of which, with the arms of the? baron, are. illuminated in a beautiful manner ; and 
in the catalogue are the names f of the mofl puifl'ant peers of this kingdom, with a 
little euloge on each ; as a fpecimen, is given that of Robert Clifford, in w horn it may 
l)e fuppofed valour and beauty were combined : 

Se je eftoie une pucellctte 
Je lo douroic cucr ct cori. 

Taut c(l dc lui bonis li recors. 

The poet then deferibes the caftle and its fituation with great exaftnefs, and gives it 
the very fame form and fite it has at prefent ; fo that I cannot help thinking tlia: it was 
never fo entirely deilroyed, but that fome of the old ’towers yet remain ; 

Kaerlaverok caftcaus eftoit 
Si fort ki fic^'c ne doubtoit ; 

Ainz ki li rois illicec venift. 

Car rendre mi k convenift. 

Janies mats kill full a Ton droit» 

Garniz quant befogns en vendroit 
De gens deengins et de vitailk. 

Com uns efeus ertoit de laille, 

Car ni ot ke troiscoftez entour^ 

Kt cn chefeune angle une tour. 

Men ki le une eftoit jumilee, 

? Tant haiiti et tant longue ct tant lei, 

Ke par defouz eftoit la porte 
A pont tournis, bien faitc ct forte, 

£t autres defenfes aftts, &c. 

It is worth obferving, that it was taken by force of engines, and the Englifh as late as 
the time in queftion ufed much the fame method of attack as the Greeks and Romans 
did ; for they drove the enemy from the walls by fliowers of ftones, flung from engines 
flmilar to the tatapulta orthe ancients ; and they ufed alfo arietes, or battering rams. 

Kntrc Ics alTaus efmaia, 

Fircrc Robcit ki envoia 
Mciiite picic par Robiiiet ; 

Jiiq au foil* dcs le malinct 
jour devant ccfl’c nc avoit, 

Dc autre part ancorc i levoit^ 

Troih nut res ergins moult plus grans* 

Et il peniblcs et engrans, 

Ke le cbaftcl du lout confondi 
Tant il recent mo’t pierecnfondc. 

Dc felloes ct kang^s ateint fent 
A fes coups ricii ne fc deffent. 

• 1 am indebted to Marmaduke Tunftall, Efq. for the M. S. account of this fiegc, finely copied from the 
original, in the Mufciim ; which appears to have been compofed in very old bad French, foon afur the 
event it celebrates. f Appendix, 
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OnthefttfKA^ Edvard behaved vith more*inoderation than vaa uAialtohltht 
for hm laurels were wont to be blighted unth deeds unworthy of his hen^j but in 
thircafe the poor reliques of the garrifon expenenced his clemency : 

Lora foil iffirent ce eft la fome 
Xe de una ke de autrtt foiflant hone 
.A merveille rcfguardea 
Mea tenoa furent el g^^ardcz 
Tant kc li Roya en ordena 
Ki vie et memhre Icur donna 
£t a chafm robe nouuele 
Lora fu joicufe la nouull- 
A toule It oft du chaftel pria 
Ki tint eftoit de noble pria. 

It appears that the king immediately mounted his colours on the cnftle ; and ap« 
pointed three barons of the firll reputation to take chaige of it. 

Puta lift le Roy porter amont 
Sa banniere et la feynt EymonC 
La faint George et la faint Edwart 
Et o cclea par droit efwart 
La Segravc et Ic Herifort 
£t cck au Seigneur di Cliffbrt 
A ki k chaftcaua fot donnea. 

Notwithftanding the care Edward took to fecure this place, it was retaken by the 
Scots the following year ; but very foon after was repoffefled * by the Englilh, after a 
v&y long fiege. It appears that the Scots again recovered it, for in one of the invaflons 
of the former, the gallant owner. Sir Euftace Maxwell, fupj>orted a fiege in it of fome 
weeks, and obliged the enemy to retire ; but confidcring that it might fall, into the hands 
of the EngUih, and become noxious to his country, generoufly difmantled it, and for 
diat {nece of difinterefied fervice was properfy rewarded by bis prince, who remitted 
to him and hu heirs for ever, the annual pecuniary acknowledgments they paid to the 
crown for the cafile and lands of Caerlaveroc f. It was again rebuilt; but in 1355 
(being then in polTefiion of the EngUfh) was taken by Roges Kirkpatric, and levelled 
to' the ground Notwithftanding thefe repeated misfortunes, it was once more re- 
Aored ; and once more ruined by the Earl of SuiTcx in 1570 1 |. From this time the 
lords of the place feem for fome interval to have been difcouraged from any attempt 
towards refioring a fortrefs fo diftinguilhed by its misfortunes ; for Camden in 1607, 
fpeaks of it as only a weak houfe belonging to the Barons of Maxwell ; yet once more 
Robert firft Earl of Nithfdale, in 1638, ventured to re«elUblbh. the ftrong hold of the 
family ; fiill it was ilUfated ; for in the courfe of Cromwell’s ufurpation, it was fur> 
Tender^ on terms ill preferved, and a receipt was given for the furniture by one Finch ; 
in which, among other ‘particulars, is mention of eighty beds, a proof of the hofpitality 
or the fplendor of the place. The form of the prefent caftle is triangular ; at two of 
the comers had been a round tower, but one is now demoliflied, and on each fide the 
gateway, which forms the third angle, are two rounders. Over the arch is the crefi of 
the Maxwell% (placed there when the caftle was laft repsured) with the date, and this 

•« ‘ 

* Maitland’s Hift. Scot. II. 460* f Crawford’s Peerage of Scotland^ 370. 

X Major de geftis ^cotorum, 248. more probably rendered dcfencekfs. 

> II Camden's annab in Kennet, 11 . 429. It aj^pears to me that the prefent are the antient towers^ fo 
exadly do they anfwer to the old poetic defenptioii | but that the ownersi till the year 1638^ neglc^d it 
as a foKrtlst yet inhabited it as a manfioo* 
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motto, ** I bid ye meaning Wardlaw, the hill where the gibbet Hood } for in 
fan dal times, it feems to have been much in ufe. 

The caille yard is triangular : one fide, whicjl feems to have been the refidence of the 
■fiimily, is veiy elegantly built has three Tories, with very handfome window cafes : 
on the pediment of the lower are coats of arms ; over the feeond legendary tales } 
over the third, I think, Ovidian fables, all neatly cut in (lone. The oppofite Hde is 
plain. In front is a handfome door cafe, leading to the great ball, which is ninety.one 
^t by twenty>fix. The whole internal length of that fide a hundred and twenty- 
three. 

The antient caftle flood about three hundred yards foutb-eafl of the prefent building. 
It is of the fame fhape, but fomewhat lefs, and furrounded by a double ditch. 

The Maxwells, Loids of Caerlaveroc, are of great antiquity : but their hiftory mixed 
with all the misfortunes and all the difgrace fo frequent in ilUgoverned times. They 
and the Johnftons had perpetual feuds : in 1593 the clans had a conflid at the Holnefs 
of Dryfe ; the chieftain of the Maxwells, and many of his fons were flain. John, a 
furviving fon, takes his revenge : a meeting between him and Johnfton, a predeceflbr 
of the Marquis of Annandale, was appointed in order to compromife all didcrences ; 
both met, attended only by a fingle friend to each ; the friends quarrel ; the Laird of 
Lockerwood goes to part them, but is fhot through the back by the other chieftain 
who defervedly met his &te on the fcafibld a few years after. His forfeiture wras taken 
off, and his brother not only reftored but created Earl of Nithfdale : in 1715 the title 
was loft by the convi&ion of the Earl of that day ; who efcaped out of the tower the 
night before execution, by the difguife of a female drefs. The eftate virtue of en- 
tail was preferved to the hdrs. 

Continue my ride along the coaft to the mouth of the Nith, which empties itfelf into 
die- vaft eftuary, where the tide flows in fo fall on the level fands that a man well 
mounted would find difficulty to efcape, if furprifed by it. The view of the oppofite 
fide of Creffel, and the other Galloway bills, is very beautiful, and the coaft appeared 
well wooded. In a bottom lies Newby abby, founded by Devorgilla, daughter to Alan, 
Lord of Galloway, and wife to John Baliol, Lord of Caftle-Bemard, who died and was 
buried here : his lady embalmed his heart, and placed it in a cafe of ivory, bound with 
filver, near the high altar j on which account the abby isoftener called Sweet-heart and 
Suavhcordium. 

Pafs by Fort Kepel, the firth gradually contrafUng itfelf j and to this place veflels of 
two hundred tons may come. The country oft both fides the river is extremely beautiful ; 
the banks decorated with numerous groves and villas, richly cultivated and well mclofed. 
The formers fliew no wsgit of induftry ; they import, as for as from Whitehaven, lime 
for manure, to the annual amount of twenty-live hundred pounds, paying at the rate 
of fixpence for the Winchefter bufliel ; they afe alfo fo happy as to have great quanti- 
ties of Ihell marl in the neighbouring moraffes ; and arc now well rewarded for the ufe 
of it ; much wheat and barley are at prefent the fruits of their labour, inftead of a 
very paltry oat } and good hay inftead of rulhes now clothe their meadows. Reach 

Dumfries, a very neat and well-built town, feated on (be Nith, and containing about 
five thoufand fouls. It was once poffeffed of a large lhare of the tobacco trade, but 
at prefent has fcarcely any commerce. The great week^ markets for black cattle are 
of much advantage to the place ; and vaft droves from Galloway and the (hire of Ayr 
pafs through in me way to the foirs in Norfolk and Suffolk. , 

The two churches are remarkably neat, and have handfome galleries, fupported by 
pillars. In the church-yard of St. Imchael are feveral monuments in form of pyramids, 

very 
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very ornamental, and on fome grave-ftones are infcriptlons in memory of the martyrs 
of the country, or the poor vi»Sitns to the violence of the apoftate archbilhop Sharp, or 
the bigotry of James 11 . before and alter hie- acceiSon. Powers were gpven to an in- 
human fet of mifcreants to deftroy upon fufpicion of difaifedion ; or for even declining 
to give anfwers declarative of their political principles ; and fuch who refufed (before 
two witnelTes) wore inftantly put to death. Many’ poor peafants were (hot on moors, 
on the lliorcs, or whercfoever their enemies met with them : perhaps enthuliarm might 
polTefs the fuiferers ; but an infernal fpirit had polTeflion of their perfecutors. The 
memory of thefe flagitious deeds are preferved on many of the wild moors by inferibed 
grave-flones, much to the lame cfl'cd: as the following in the church-yard in this 
city : 

On John Grierfon, who fuflered Jan. s, 1667. 

UrddrneatK this done drtth Uc 
Du ft facrificcii to tyranny ; 

Yet prrcioua in ImmanuePs fight# 

Since martyr'd for his kingly right; 

When he con iemns thefc hellini drudges 
By rufferage# faints (hall be their judges. 

Another on James Kirke, Ihot on the fands of Dumfries, fhall conclude this dread* 
ful fubje£t : 

By bloody Bruce and wretched Wright 
1 loll my life in great defpight. 
bhet dead v^ithout due time to try 
And fit me for eternity. 

A witnefs of prelatic rage 
As ever was in any age, 

This place like mod other conliderable towns in Scotland, has its feceders* chapel : 
thefe are the rigid prelbyterians who polTefs their religion in all its original fournefs ; 
think their church in danger becaufe their mihiilers degenerate into moderation, and 
wear a gown } or vindicate patronage. To avoid thefe horrid innovations, they fepa* 
rate themfelvcs from their imaginary falfc brethren ; renew a fotemn league and cove* 
nant, and preferve to the belt of their power all the rags and rejits bequeathed to them 
by John Knox, which the more fenflble preachers of this day are Ariving to darn and 
patch. 

Here I firft found on this fide the Tweed, my good old mother church become a 
mere conventicler, and her chaplain fupported by a few of her children, difpofed to Aick 
to her in all conditions. 

Inquired for the convent of Dominicans, and the church in ^hich Robert Bruce and 
his aliociates flew John Cummin, Lord of Badenock, and owner of great part of the lord- 
Aiip of Galloway. Cummin had betrayed to Edward I. the generous defign of Bruce 
to relieve his country from flavery ; .in refentment Bruce Itabbed him ; on retiring, 
was alked by his friends, whether he was fure of his blow, but anfwering with fome 
degree of uncertainty, one of them, Roger Kirkpatric, replied, I mac Jicker^ returned 
into the church and. completed the /Jeed. In memory, the family afl'umed a bloody 
dagger for a cy^ft, and thofe words as the motto. The church thus defiled with blood 
was pulled down ; and another built in a diAerent place, and dedicated to St. Michael, 
the tutelar faint of the town. * Robert Bruce alfo built a chapel here, as foon as he got 
full poffeffion of the kingoin, in which prayers were to be daily oAered for the repofe 
o? the foul of Sir Chtiilopher Seton, who was molt barbaroufly executed by Edward I, 
ff)r his attachment to Bruce, and for his defence of his counoy. 


Dumfries 
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Dumfries was continually fubjeft to the inroads of th-i Englifli ; and wa-. fr^quenii) 
ruined by thtm. To prevent their invafions a great ditch and me und, called Y/anlci'o 
dikes, were formed from the Nith to Lockcrinofs, where watch and ward wore com- 
ftantly kept ; and when an enemy appeared the cry was a Lonhtiruy a T.orebui n. 'I lie 
meaning is no further known, than that it was a word of abnn for the irdwbitanto t > 
take their arms: and the fame word as a memento of vigilance’s infetibed on a ring 
of filver round the ebony ftaff given into the hands of the provoll as a badge of ofiic>- 
on the day of annual eledion. 

On molt of the eminences of ‘.hefe parL< beacons were likewife eftablifhed f ■: 
alarming the country on any irruption of their foalbem neighbours : and the inhabit- 
ants able to bear arms were botxnd, on the bring at thefe fignals, to repair iuilantlv 
to the warden of the marches, and not to depart till the enemy was driven out of the 
country, and this under pain of high treafon. 

This regulation was eftabliflied in the days of Archibald the Grim, Earl of Douglas, 
and afterwards renewed with much folemnity by William Earl of Douglas, who af- 
fcmbled the lords, freeholders, and principal borderers at the college of Lincluden, and 
caufed them there to fvvear on the holy evangeliils, that they fhould truly obferve the 
ftatutes, ordinances, and ufages of the marches, as they were ordained in the time of 
the faid Archibald. 

June 5. Jlad a beautiful view of an artificial water-fall juft in front of a bridge, 
originally built by Devorgilla, who gave the culloms arifing from it to the Francifean 
convent at Dumfries. It confifts of nine arches, and connefis this county and that of 
Galloway. 

Crofs it } pafs through a fmall town at its foot, and walk up Gorbelly hill, remark- 
able for the fine circumambient profpeft of the charming windings of the Nith towards 
the fea, the town of Dumfries, i'erregles, a houfe of the Maxwells, and a rich vale to- 
vrards the north. 

Vifit the abby of Lincluden, about half a mile diftant, feated on the water of the 
Cluden, which is another boundary of Galloway on that fide. This religious houfe 
is feated on a pleafant bank, and in a rich country : and was founded and filled with 
Benedidine nuns, in the time of Malcolm IV. * by Uthred, father to Roland, Lord of 
Galloway. Thel'e were expelled by the Earl of Douglas (known by the titles of Archi- 
bald the Black, or Grim, and the Terrible) probably, as Major infmuates, on account 
ot the impurity of their lives t» for the Earl v/as a man in piety fuigular through his life, 
and moll; religious according to thofe times. He fixed in their places a provollry, 
with twelve beudlmen, and changed the name to that of the college. 

Pa.t of the houfe and^itanccl, and fome of the fouth wall of the church are the 
foie remains of this aiitient ftrudure: in the chancel -is the elegant tomb of Margaret, 
daughter of Robert III. and wife of Archibald Earl of Douglas, firft Duke of Terouan, 
and foil of Archibald the Grim. Her effigy, at full length, lay on the Hone, her head 
relliug on two cufhions ; but the figure is now mutilated, and her bones, till lately, 
were fi atterevl about in a moll indecent manner, by fome wretches wlio broke open 
the repolilory in learch of treafure. I’he tomb is.in fo^m of an arch, with all parts 
mod bcautiiuliy carved : on the middle of the arch is the- heart, the D vuglas’s arms, 
guarded by three chalices, fet cruftways, with a ilar neai; each, and certain letters 1 
could not read. On the wad is inicribed, 

A L’aidc dc DIcu. • 

♦ HoptN Minor PruFlurs, 511, Malcolm died, 

I Major dc Gcil. Scot. 2^3* Archibald died A. .^OCt 

and 



»S4 PBMMAMT’s BSCOMB TOU& m scbtlamo. 

sad at fome dtfUnce beneath. 

Hie jaoet D>na Ma^igueta Seotic filia qusdam «oauttffii de Doaglai Du GalloWdia 

tt viAlis Annandiae. 

( 

In the front of the tomb are nine (hields, containing as many arms : in one.are Ae 
three ftars, the original coat of this great houfe, for the heart was not added dll the 
good Sir James was employed in carrying that of Robert Bruce to the Holy Land : 
befides thefe, are the aras after that event ; and allb thdr arms as Lords or Annan- 
dale, Galloway and Niddefdalo. Near the tomb is a door«cafe, richly ornamented 
with carving } and on the top the heart and chalices, as in the former. 

In other parts of the remains of the church are the arms of the DouglalTes, or 
Dukes of Terouan, Earls of Angus, of Ormond, and of Murray ; here are befides the 
arms of John Stewart, Earl of Athol, with the motto, ** Firth, fortune, and fil the 
fetters.** 

Beneath one of the windows are two rows of figures ; the upper of angels, the 
lower of a corpfe and other fibres, all much defaced, but feemingly defigned to ex- 
prefs the prepararions for the intei’ment of our Saviour. 

Behind the houfe are vefiiges of a flower-garden, unth the parterres and. fcrolls very 
vifible i and near that a great ardfidal mount, with a fpiral walk to the top, which is 
hollowed, and has a tuit feat around to command the beautiful views i fo that the 
provoft and his beadfmen feem to have confulted the luxuries as well as necef^es of 
life. 

Return to Dumfries, where Mr. Hill, furgeon, favoured me with the fight of the 
head of an old lady, excellently painted, aiwut forty years ago, by Mr. John Patoun, 
fon to a minifter in this town. After painring three years in Scotland, about the year 
1730 he went to London, where he read ledures on the theory of his art ; at- length 
was tempted to make a voyage *to Jamaica,, where, he died in a few wee^, leavmg 
behind him the charadter of a good man and able artift. 

Bdbre we left the town, we were honoured with its freedom, bellowed on us in the 
politeft manner by the magillrates. 

June 6. Continue my journey due north through the beautiful Nithfdale, or vale of 
Nith, the river meandring with bold curvatures along rich meadows ; and the country, 
for fome fpace, adorned with groves and gentlemen's feats. At a few miles diftance 
from Dumfries, leave on the left Bairdanna and Keir, conjeftured by Mr. Horfley to 
have been the Carbantorigum of Ptolemy. Travel over fmall hills, either covered with 
com, or with herds of cattle, flocks of black-facrii flieep, attended by little pallors, 
wrapped in their maides *, and fetdng the feafons at defiance.* The river Hill keeps its 
beauty, wandering along a verdant bottom, with banks pn each fide cloathed with wood 
and the more diftant view hilly. Riile through a trafl covered with broom, an indica- 
tion of barrennefs; and arrive in fight of Drumlanrig, a houfe of the Duke of 
Queenibury, magnificently feated on the fide of a hill, an immenfe mafs embofomed 
in trees. Ciofs a handfome bridge of two arches, of a vail bright above the Nith, 
which fills the bottom of a deep and wooded glen } and, after a long afeent .through 
a fine and weK-planted park, arrive at the houfe : 

A fquare building, extending an hundred and forty-five feet in front, with a fquare 
tower at each comer, and three fmall turrets on each : over the entrance is a cupola, 

t 

* A fert of long cloak. 

12 
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vhofe top it in fliape of a vaft ducal coronet : vrithin is a courf, and at each angle a 
round tower, each containing a (Uir-cafe: erety whein is a wearifome profufion ,of 
hearts carved in ftone, the Uouglas arms : every window, firom the bottom to the third 
ftory, is well fecured with iron bars ; the two principal doors have thdr grated guards ; 
and the cruel dungeon was not forgot ; fo that the whole has the appearance of a’ mag- 
nificent ftate prifon. Yet this pile rofe in compofed times ; it was built by William 
Duke of Queenfbury, begun in 1679, and completed in 1689. grace feemed to 
have regretted the expence } for report fays, that he denounced, in a writing on the 
bundle of accounts, a bitter curfeon any of his pofterity ’who offered to infped thm. 

The apartments are numerous : the gallery is a hundred and eight feet loitg, vrith a 
fire place at each end : it is ornamented with much of Gibbon’s caiving,and fomegood 
portraits } obferved among them, 

The firft Dutchefs of Somerfet, half length, no cap, with a fmall love-lock. 

William Duke of Queenfbury, diflinguimed in the reigns of Charles and James IL, by 
many court favours, by his fervices to thofe monarchs, by his too grateful return in afllft- 
ing in the cruel perlecutions of his countrymen averle to the teft, and by his honourable 
dilgrace, the moment James found him demur to a requefl fubverfive, if complied with, 
of the religion and liberties of Great Britain. 

John Earl of Tnquair, Lord High Treafurer of Scotland in the turbulent reign of 
Charles I., a prudent friend of the indifereet Laud, and like him a zealous churchman ; 
but unlike him, waited for a proper feafon for bringing his proje£t to bear, inflead of 
precipitating matters like the unfortunate prelate. A faithful fervant to the crown ; 
yet, from his wife advice brought under the fcandal of duplicity. Was cleared early 
from the fufpeion by the noble hiflorian ; and foon after more indlfputably by bis im- 
peachment, and by his convi^on by the popular party ; by his imprifonment ; by bis 
taking arms in the royal caufe on his rel^e; by his fccond confinement ^ bv the fe- 
queftration of his eftates : and finally by the diflre&ful poverty he endured till death, 
he gave full but unfortunate teftimony of untainted loyalty. 

John Earl Rothes, Chancellor of Scotland, in his gown, with the feals by him. He 
was in power during the cruel perfecutions of the covenanters in Charles II 's time ; and 
difeharging his trult to (die fatisfii£tion of the court, was created Duke of Rothes, a title 
that died with him. 

A head of the Duke of Perth, ina bufhy wig: a poft-abdication Duke, a converted 
favourite of James 11 . and Chancellor of Scotland at the time of the revolution, when be 
retired into France. 

George Douglas, Earl of Dumbarton in armour ; a great wig and cravat. Inflruded 
in the art of war in the armies of Louis XIV. was general of the forces in Scotland un- 
der James II. difperfed tne army of the unfortunate Argyle. A gallant officer, who 
when James was at Salifbury, generoufly offered to attack the Prince of Orange with his 
(ingle regiment of the Scotdfh Royal, not with the hope of vi&ory, but of giving him 
fuch a check as his fovereign might take advantage of : James, wi^ equal generofity, 
would not permit the facrifice or fo many brave men. Dumbarton adhered to his king 
in all fortunes, and on the abdication partook of hv exile* 

General James Douglas, who in 1691 died at Namur.* 

Earl of Clarendon, fonof the Chancellor, half-length in his robes. 

A good portrait of a Tripoli Amba&dor. * 

In the gardens, which are moft expenfivety cut out of a rock, is a bird cherry, of a 
great fize, not lefs than feven feet eight inches in prth ; and among feveral fine filver 
firs, one thirteen feet and a half in drcumierencc* 
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JiinefitK. In my walks about th^park fbe the whit#breed of wild cattle^ derived 
from Ihe'n^tive race qf thb ebulitry ; and Hilt retain th« primeeval favagenefs and fero* 
city of mfehr anc^llprs : were more (hy than any deer rail away on the appearance of 
any qf the human fpecies, and even fet off at full gallop on the lead noife ; lo that I was 
under the neceffity of going very foftly under the (belter of trees or buOtes to get® near 
view of them ; during fummer they keep apart from all other cattle, but in 'fevere 
weather hunger will compel them to vifit the out>houfes in fearch of food. The keep- 
ers are obliged to (hoot them, if any are wanted : if the bead is not lulled.on the ^t 
it runs at the perfon who gave the wound, and who is forced in order to fave himielf, 
to fly for fafety to the intervention of fome tree. 

Thefe cattle are of a middle flze, have very long legs, and the cows are flne homed : 
the orbits of the eyes and the tips of the nofes are black : but the bulls have bd the 
manes attributed to them by Boethius. 

Ride to Morton cadle, about four miles didant, feated on a deep projeftion, in a lofty 
iltuation, neu the Auchenlec hills. This was ori^ally the feat of Dunenald, prede- 
ceflfor of 'Ibomas Randolph, afterwards created Earl of Murray by Robert Bruce, 
when that cadle and that of Auchencafs, near Moffat, was difpoied of to Douglas of 
Morton, predeceffor of the Earls of Morton : but at the time that title was conferred, 
the cadle and lands of Morton being fettled on a fon of a fecond ro.arriage of that family, 
the parliament, oil a protedation on his pert, declared, fhat the bedowing that title 
Ihould not prejudice his right to the cadle and lands, but that it was taken fmm a place 
called Morton in Wed-Lothian. * 

At prefent remains only one front, with k number of fmall windows, each to be af- 
cended on the infide by a flight of deps : at each end is alfo a rounded tower. 1 find 
little of its luftory, any flirther than that it was among the cadles demolifhed by 
David n*, on his return fmm England, probidily in compliance with a private agree- 
ment made with Edward III. 

Two miles north from Morton dood the caflfle of Durifdeex,* demolifhed at the fame 
time with the former. In the church of Durifdeer is the maufoleum of the family of 
Drumlanrig : over the door of the vault are four fpirai pillars fupporting a canopy, |11 
of marble : and againd the wall is a vad monument in memory of James Dtdte of 
Queenfbury : his grace lies reclined on his arm, with the collar of S. S. round hb neck. 
TheDutchefs, in her robes, recumbent} four angels hold a fcroll above, with this in- 
feription : 

Hi'c 

to codem tamolo 

<iim chiriffimitconjugii cioei&us 
’ mifct foluit fuit 

Jacobus Dux Queeuiburis et Doverni ; 

Qtti 

ad tot et tama bonoria 
£t nfgoiiorum falliffia 
Quz niinus antea fuboitos 
attegit, ere^tiSy Londioi 
fato ceffit r*xU die 
' Jttlii aano Chrifti Redemptoris 

J7II. 

And beneath is an affeftionat^ and elegant ejatsph on hb Dutcheb, who died two years 
Ijefore his Grace. 

GHtfatict iii, 70 .^ 

June 
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lone ^th. Vifit Tibbir callle, about a mile below Drumlanrie, placed on a fmall hill 
above the little dream, the Tibber. Nothing remuns but the foundations overgrown 
b'ith ihrubs : It is fuppofed to have been a Roman fort, but that in after times the Scots 
profiting of the fituarion, and what had been done before, built on the place a fmall 
caftle \ which fradition fays, was furprized by a ftratagem in time of William Wallace *. 

The beauties* of Drumlanrig are not confined to the higheft part of the grounds ; the 
walks, for a very confiderable way, by the fides of theNith, abound with mod pidurefquc 
and various feenery : below the bridge the fides are prettily wooded, but not remarkably 
lofty ; above the views become wildly magnificent : the river runs through a deep and 
rocky channel, bounded by vad wooded cliffs, that rife fuddenly from its margin ; and the 
profped down from the fumnfit is of a terrific depth, encreafed bv the rolling of the 
black waters beneath : two views are particularly fine ; one of quick repeated, but ex- 
tenfive, meanders amidd broken fharp>pointed rocks, which often divide the river into 
feveral channels, interrupted by fhort and foaming rapids, coloured with a moory teint. 
The other is of a long drait, narrowed by the ddes, precipitous and wooded, approach- 
ing each other equididant, horrible from the blacknefs and fiiry of the river, and the 
fiery red and black colours of the rocks, that have all the appearance of having fuf- 
tained a Change by the rage of another element. 

Crofs the bridge ag^n, and continue my journey northward for fix or feven miles, on 
an excellent roat^ which I was informed was the fame for above twenty miles farther, 
and made at the foie expence of the ‘prefent Duke of Queenfbury : his Grace is in aU 
refpeCts a warm friend to his country, and by prsemia promotes the manufadurCs of 
woollen dufi, and a very drone fort of wooUen dockings ; and by thefe methods will 
prdferve on bis lands a ufeful and indudrious population, that will be enabled to eat thrir 
own bread, and not oppr^ thdr brethren, or be forced into exile, as is the cafe in 
many other parts of North Britain. 

The ride was, £or the mod part, above the Nith ; that in many places appeared in 
fingular forms : the mod driking was a place called called HeU*s Cawdron, a fudden 
turn, where the waters eddies in a laige hole, of a vad depth and blackned, overhung, 
and darkened by trees. On the oppofite fide is the appearance of a Bridfli entrench- 
ment { and near Durifd^r b laid to be a fmall Roman imrtrefs : the Roman road runs 
by it, and is continued*from thence by the Well-path, through Crawford moor, to 
Elven-foot, has been lately repaired, and is much preferable to the other through the 
mountains, which would never have been thought of but for the mines in the lead- 
hills. 

The river affumesa mildor courfe ; the banks bordered with fields, and thofe oppo- 
fite, well wooded. On an enunenceds the houfe of Eliock, environed with trees, once 
one of the poffeffions of*Cikhtoi^ fiitber to the Admirable and before, at fome dif- 
tance, is the town of Sanquhar, with the nuns of the callle, the ancient feat of the Lords 
Crichton. The parifh is remarkable for the manufiidure of woollen fkockings, and the 
abundance of its coal. 

Quit Nithfdale,and turn fuddenly to the right ; pafs through the glen of Lochbm’u 
between vafi mountains, one fide wQoded to a great height, the other naked, but finely 
grafted, and the bottom waihed b^ theMenoch, a tiretty-ftream ; t^ie glen grows very 
narrow, the mountuns encreafe in height, and the afeent long and laborious. Ride 
by Wanlodoh^ul in the pariib of Sanquhar, the property of the Duke of Queenf- 
bwy } femetknes ridi in ore. Crofs a fmall dike at the top of the mountsun, 

* Gordon’s Itin. 19* 
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enter LanerkHure, or Clydefdalc ; and continue all night at the little village of Xnead^ 
hills, in the parifli of Cravrford : the place coniifts of numbers of mean houfes, inhabited 
by about fifteen hundred fouls, fupported by the mines ; ‘fbr five hundred are employed 
in the rich ^ous terrains of this trad. Nothing can equal the barren and glmmy ap* 
pearance of the country round : neither tree, nor fhrub, nor verdure, nor pidurefque 
rock, appear to amufe the eye ; the fpedator muft plunge into the bow^ of thefe 
mountains for entertainment ; or pleafe himfelf With the idea of the. good that is done 
by the welt bellowed treafures drawn from thefe inexhauftible mines, that are ftiU rich, 
baffling the efforts of two centuries. The fpace that has yielded ore is little more than 
a mile fquare, and is a flat or pafs among the mountains : the veins of lead run nmth 
and fouth \ vary, as in other places, in their depth, and are from two to four feet 
thick ; fome havea>een found filled with ore within twoflithoms of the furface ; others 
fink to the depth of ninety fathom. 

The ore yields in general about feventy pounds of lead from a hundred and twdvc 
of ore, but affords very little fliver ; the varieties are the common plated ore, vulgarly 
called Potter*s ; the finall or fleel-grained ore, and the -curious white ores, lamellated 
and fibrous, fo much fearched after for the cabinets of the curious. The yields 
Aom fifty>dght to fixty-eight pounds from the hundred, but the working of diis fpecies 
is much more pernicious to the health of the workmen than the common. The ores 
ire fmelted in heaths, blown by a great bellows and fluxed with lime. The lead, is 
fent to Lrith in (mail carts, that carry about feven hundred weight, and exported 
free (ram duty. 

The miners and fmelters are fubjefl hare, as in other places, to the lead diftemper, 
ormill -reek, as it is called here ; which brings on palfies, and fomedmes madnefs, 
terminating in death in about ten days. Yet about two years ago died, at this place, 
a perfon of primaeval longevitv : one John Taylor, miner, who worked at his bufinefs 
till he was a hundred aind twelve : he did not marry till he was (ixty, and had mne 
children ; he law to the laft without fpedacles, had exceUent teeth till witlun fix ]^n 
before bis death, having left off tobacco, to w^ch he attribu^ their prefervat^ % 
at len^h, in 1770, yimed to fate, aft^ having completed his hundred and thirty- 
fecond year. 

Native gold has been frequently found in thft trad, in the ^vel boieath the peat, 
from which it was waflied by rains, and colleded in the gullies by perforn who at diffe- 
rent times have employed themfdves in fearch of this predoua metal ; but of hue years 
thefe adventurers have fcarce been able to procure a livelihood. I find in a little boi^, 
printed in 1710, called Mifcellanea Seotica *, that in old rimes much gold was coUeded 
in different parts of Scotland. In the reign of James IV. the Scots did feparate the mid 
from thefand by waihing. In the ftfllowing, the Germans \bund gjtfld there, 'wnicb 
afforded the king great fums } three hundred men were employed for feveral fumiaers, 
and about ioo,oool. fterling procured. They did not difj^fe of it in Scotland, but 
carried it into Germany. The fame writer frys, that the hurd of Marchefton got gold 
in Pentland hills ; that fome was found in Langllam waters, fourteen nnles from Lead- 
hill houfe, in Meggot waters, twelve miles, and Phinbnd, fixteen miles. He adds, 
that pieces of. gold, mixed with fpar and other fubibOuKs, that weighed thirty ounces 
were found ; but the largeft piece I have heard of does not exc^ an ounce and a 
ludf, and is in the poffeflion or Lord Hopetoun, the owner of thefe mines. 

, Continue my journey through dreary glehs or melaneholy hills, yet not without 
(bong numbers 01 iheep. Near the fmall village of Crawford John, procured a guide 

* For a furtlier account of gold found in Scotland, lee p. 416, of Uw sd part of this Tour. 
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over five miles of almoft pathlels moors, and defcend into Douglafdale, watei^d by the 
river that gpves the name } a valley didinguifiied by the refidence of the family of 
Douglas, a race of turbulent heroes, celebrated throughout Europe for deeds of arms ; 
the ^ory, yet the fcourge of thdr counny ; the terror of their princes ^ the prid; of 
the northern annals of mvalry. 

They derive their name from Sholto du glafie, or the black and grey warrior (as 
their hiftory * relates) a hero in the rei^n of Solvathius, king of Scot^d, who lived 
in the eighth century ; with more certamty, a fuccelTor of bis, of the name of William, 
went.into Italy in quefi of adventures, and from him defcended the family of the Scoti 
of Placentia t, that flourilhed in the lad age, and may to this time continue there. But 
the Douglafl^ fird began to rife into power in the days of the good Sir James, who died 
in 1 330. During a century and a half their greatnefs knew no bounds, and their ar* 
rogance was equally unlimited : that high fpirit which was wont to be exerted againd 
the enemies of thdr country, now degenerated into faction, fedition, and treafoo- ; they 
emulated the royal authority ; they went abroad with a train of two thoufand armed 
men ; created knights, had thdr counfellors, edabliihed ranks, and condituted a t par* 
Hament : it is certain that they might almod have formed a houfe of peers out 01 their 
own frmily ; for, at the fame time there were not fewer than fix Earls of the name of 
Douglas H. They gave dielter to the mod barbarous banditti, and protected them in 
the greated crimes : for, as honed Undefry exprefles, Oppreflion, raviflung of 
women, facrilege, and all other kinds of muchief, were but a dalliance ; ib it was 
thought Idfome to a depender on a Douglas to Hay or murdbr, for To fearful was their 
name, and terrible to every innocent man, that when a mifehievous limmer was ap- 
prehended, if he alledged that he murdered and flew at a Douglas’s command, do man 
durd prefent him to judice $.** 

Douglas cadle, the refidence of thefe Reguli, feems to have been prodrated almoft 
as frequently as its maders : the ruin that is feen there at prefent is the remains of the 
lad old cadie, for manyhave been buUt on the fame fite. Hie prefent is an imperfedl; 
pile, begun by the late Duke : in the front are three round towers ; beneath the bafe 
of one ues the noble founder, and the tears of the country painted above. He was 
interred there by bis own dire&kms, through the vain fear of mingling his aflies with 
thofe of an injured dead. 

The windows are Gothic : the apartments are fitting up with great elegance, which 
{hew that the dorms of ambition have been hud, and that a long calm of eafe and con> 
tent is intended to fucceed. 

The inferipdon on the foundation-done of the prefent calUe deflnres prefervatkm, 
as it gives a Uttle of the faadory : 

Hec latoi 

Hujst munitiffimi Pmda 
Famtiias de Dovojbaa 
Ter folo Kquati 

Et fcmcl atque itenun infttttrall 
Impcrantibtti 
Eswaboo primo Anglbe 
apad Scotoi Rosa a to 
primum fic dido ' 

Tudem fai^gere ctepit 
Nbvit nunttiombna 

* Hume*a Hift. oF the Honfes of Douglaa, 3. t 

( BuebaMo, Reram Scot. Ub. si. MU 9 . t V Camden, Br, ll« isn< % Page s5. 
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JufTu et fumptibus 
rcreniffimi ct potent iffimi Archibald! 

Dticis de Douof.ASt 8cc. 8cc, 

Principle familie ejus nominis 
III "cota aotiqulfllmae 
Et maxime notabilis 
Anno Christi 
MDCCLVII. 

Near the caftle are feveral very antient aih'trees, whofe branches groaned under the 
weight of executions when the family knew no law but its will. . 

In the church were depofited the remains of feveral of this great name. Firft ap- 
pears the effigies of good Sir James, the mod diftinguiffied of the houfe, the favourite 
of Robert Bruce, and the knight appointed, as mod worthy to carry his mailer’s heart 
to be interred beneath the high altar in the temple of Jerufalem. He fet out, attended 
with a train of two hundred kn'ghts and gentlemen, having the gold box, containing 
the royal heart fufpended from his neck. He fird put into the port of Sluys, on the 
coad of Flanders, where he daid for twelve days, living on board in regal pomp (for 
he did not deign to land) and all his veflcls were of gold *- Here he was informed, 
that Alphonfo King of Spain was engaged in war with the Saracen King of Grenada : 
not to lofe this blefled opportunity of fighting a^nd the enemies of the crofs, he and 
his knights failed indantly for Valentia, was mod honourably received by the Spanifh 
monarch, luckily found him on the point of giving battle ; engaged with great valour, 
was furrounded by the infidels, flain in the fight, and the heart of Robert Bruce, which 
was happily refeued, indead of vifiting the Holy Land, was carried to the convent of 
Melros, and the body of Sir James to this church ; where his figure lies crofs-legged, 
his holinefs having decreed that fervices againd the infidels in Spain ffiould have equal 
merit with thofe performed in Paledine. 

Near him, beneath a magnificent tomb, lies Archibald fird Earl of Douglas, and 
fecond Duke of Terouan, in France; his father, flain at the battle of Verneuil, being 
honoured by the French king with that title. He lies in his ducal robes and coronet. 
I'his Earl lived quite independent of his prince, James 1 . and through refentment to 
the minider, permitted the neighbouring tmeves of Annandalu to lay wade the country, 
when his power, perhaps equal to the regal, might have fupprefled their barl^ty. He 
died in 1431. 

The Douglafles and Percies were rivals in deeds of arms; and fortune, u ufual, 
fmiled or frowned alternately on each of thefe potent fitmilies. 

James the Fat, feventh Earl of Douglas, next appears in effigy on another tomb : a 
peaceable chieftain, who feems to have been in too good cafe to give any didurbance 
to the commonwealth. He died in 1443, and his bdy Beatrix de Sinclair, lies by 
him. I'heir oifspring^s alfo enumerated in the infeription. 

Ride for fome time in Douglafdale, a traO; deficient in wood, but of great fertility ; 
the foil fine, and of an uncommon depth, yielding fine barley, and oats, mod flovenly 
kept, and full of weeds ; the country full of gentle rifings. Arrive in a fiat extent 
of ground, defeerid to the river Clyde, crofs a bridge of three arches, afeend a deep 
road, and redch 

l^inerk ; a town that gives name to the, county. Here the gallant Wallace made 
his fird effort to redeem his coiintiy from the tvranny of the Englilh ; taking the place 
^and flaying the governor, a man ot rank t* The c^dle Aood on a mount on the fouth 

* WoilTart, lib. t. c. 2*. f Buchanan, lib viii c. t9. 
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fide of the town ; and hot far to the eaft, is a'ruined church, perhaps belonging to tlie 
convent of Francifeans, founded by Robert Bruce, in i3i4< 

Not vei7 far front Lanerk are the celebrated Mis of the Clyde, the mod: diflaiu 
are about a half hour’s ride, at a place called Cory-Lin ; and are feen to mod ad- 
vantage from a ruinous pavilion in a gentleman’s garden, placed in a lofty fituatiou. 
The cataradt is full in view, feen over the tops of trees and bullies, precipitating itfcli 
for an amazing way, from rock to rock, with fhort interruptions, forming a rude Hope 
of furious foam. The lides are bounded by vaft rocks, clothed on their tops with 
trees ; on the fummit and very verge of one is a ruined tower, and in front a wood, 
overtopt by a verdant hill. 

A path condudts the traveller down to the beginning of the fall, into which projedls 
a high rock, in floods mfulated by the waters, and from the top is a tremendous view 
of the furious dream. In the clifts of this favage retreat the brave Wallace is fald 
to have concealed himfelf - meditating revenge for his injured country. 

On regaining the top the walk is formed near the verge of the rocks, which on 
both Tides areperfedly mural and equididant, except where they oveihang ; the river 
is pent up between them at a didance far beneath ; not running, but rather Hiding 
along a dony bottom doping the whole way. The fummits of the rock are wooded ; 
the ddes fmooth and naked j the drata narrow and regular, forming adupendous 
natural mafonry. After a walk of above ha)f a mile on the edge of this great chafm, 
on a fudden appears the great and bold fall of Boniton, in a foaming (heet, far-pro* 
jedling into a hollow, in which the water Ihews a violent agitation, and a far-* 
extending mid arifes from the furface. Above that is a fecond great fall } two lefler 
fucceed ; beyond them the river winds, grows more tranquil, and is feen for a 
condderable way, bounded on one fide by wooded banks, on the other by rich and 
fjvelling fields. 

Return the fame way to Lanerk : much barley, oats, peas, and potatoes are raifed 
about the town, and fome wheat ; the manure mod in ufe is a white marl, full of 
fhells, found alwut four feet below the peat, in a dratum five feet and a half thick ; 
it takes effect after the fird year, and produces vad crops. Numbers of horfes are 
bred here, which at two years old are fent to the marfhes of Ayrlhixe, where they are 
kept till they are fit for ufe.' 

June 9. Again pafs over the bridge of Lanerk, in order to vKit the great fall of 
Stone-biers, about a mile from the town : this has more of the horrible in it than rither 
of the other two, :(nd is feen with more difficulty ; it confids of two precipitous cata- 
racts falling one above the other into a vail chafm, bounded by lofty rocks, forming 
an amazing theatre to the view of thofe who take the pains to defeend to the bottom. 
Between this and Cory- Lin ns another fall called Dundofflin^ but being fatiatedfor 
this time with the noife of waters, we declined the fight of it. 

Return over the bridge, and walk to Cartland-crags ; a zig-zag den of great ex- 
tent, bounded by rocks of a very uncommon height, and almod entirety clothed with 
trees. It is a place of laborious accefs from above, fo difficult is it amidd the (hade of 
trees to find a way free from precipice. '1 he bottom is watered by the river Moufe ; 
and the fides, at every ihort turn, finely varied with the diffierent appcfiuance of rock, 
wood, and precipice. Emerge into the open fpace ; remotmt our horfes, and ride for 
fome miles along a rich vale, with the Clyde palling along the bottom ^ all parts are 
rich in com, meadows, orchards and-groves. Crofs the Nathan. At Nathan foot, 
gain the heights, which are frr iefs fertile 'y and, after going over the river Avon, reach 
the town of Hamilton. 
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The original name of this place, or the lands about it, was Cadzow, or Cadyow, a 
barony granted to an anceftor of the noble owner on the following occafion : In the 
time of Edward II. lived Sir Gilbert de Hamilton, or Hampton *, an Englilhman of 
rank ; who, happening at court to fpeak in pndfe of Robert Bruce, received.on the oc- 
cafion an infult from John de Spoifer, chamberlain to the King, whom he fought and 
flew ; dreading the refentment of that potent family f, he fled to the Scortifli .monarch, 
who received him with tmen arms, and eftabliihed him at the place the family now pof- 
fefles ; whofe name in after-times was changed from that of Cadzow to Hamilton ; and 
in 1445 the lands were erected into a iprdfhip, and the then owner Sir James, fat in 
parliament as Lord Hamilton. 

The fame nobleman founded the collegiate church at Hamilton in 1451, for a pro. 
voft and feveral prebendaries. The endowment was ratified at Rome by the pope’s 
bull, which he went in perfon to procure 

The old caillc of Hamilton being poflefTed by certain of. the name who bad been 
guilty of the deaths of the Earls of Lenox and Murray, was on the 19th of May 1579 
furrendered ; and, by the order of the king and council, entirely demoliflied ||. 

Hamilton houfe, or palace, is at the end of the town $ a large difagreeable pile, with 
mo deep wings at right angles with the centre ; the gallery is of great extent, fur- 
nifhed (as well as fome other rooms) with mod excellent paintings. 

That of Daniel in the lions' den, by Rubens, is a great performance : the fear and 
devotion of the prophet is finely exprefled by the uplifted lace and eyes, his clafped 
hands, hisfwelling mufcles, and the violent extenfion of one foot : a lion looks fiercely 
at him, with open mouth, and feems only reftrained by the Almighty Power from mak- 
ing him fiiil a vi^m to his hunger : and the deliverance of Daniel is more fully marked 
by the number of human bones fcattered over the floor, as if to (hew the inflant fate of 
others, in whofe favour the Deity did not interfere. 

The marriage feaft, by Paul Veronefe, is a fine piece } and the obftinacy and refift- 
ance of the intruder, who came without the weddiqg garment, is (Irpngly exprefled. 

The treaty of peace between England and Spain, m the reign of James I., by Juan de 
Pantoxa, is a good hillorical picture. There are fix envoys on the part of the Spa- 
niards, and five on that of the Englilh, with the names inferibed over each : the En» 
glifli are the Earls of Dorfet, Nottingham, Devonfliire, Northampton, and Robert 
Cecil. 

Earls of Lauderdale and Lanerk feting the covenant ; both in black, with iaces full 
of puritanical folemnity. 

James, Marquis of Hamilton, and Earl of Cambridge, In black, by Vanfomer. This 
nobleman was high in favour with James VI., knight of the garter, lord high (teward 
of the houfhold, and lord high commiflioner of the parliament ; and fo much in the 
efieem and aSedion of his mailer as to excite the jealoufy of Buckingham. He died 
in 1625, at the early age of tlurty-three. Such fymptqms ^ attended his death, that 
the public attributed it to poifim,.and aferibed the infamy to the duke. 

His fon James, Duke of Hamilton, with a blue ribband and white rod. A principal 
leader of the pr^yterian party in the reign of Charles I., dark, uncommunicative, cun- 
ning. He managed the tmill repofed in him in fuch a manner as to make his politics 
funded by each fadion ; and notwithflanding he was brought up in the fchool of 
Gttftavus Adolphus in a military capacity, his conduft was ftill more contemptible : he 

** In LeieelcHhire, vide Buiton** Hift. of that eouotj, p. ss6. f Buchaam, wiL e. 49. 

X Crawford’* Tccrage, 119. | Moyfci, 34, j Wilfoo, 2X5. 
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ruined the army he faintly led into England, rather to make his royal mafter fubfervient 
to the defign of the Scots, than to do his majelly any real fervice. Was fliamefully 
taken, and ended his days upon a fcafibld. 

Next to his is the portrait of his brother, and fucceffor to the title, William Ear! of 
Lanerk, who behaved at the battle of Worcefter with genuine heroifm, was mortally 
wounded, and died with every fentiment of calmnefs and piety ; regretting the enthu- 
flafm of his younger days, and his late appearance in the royal caufe. 

.Tames Duke of liamilton, who fell in the duel with Lord Mohun. The firft a leader 
of the tory party in the reign of Queen Anne ; the laft a ftrong whig ; each combatant 
fell ; whether the Duke died by the hands of an affaflin fecon d, or whether he fell by 
thofe of bis antagonilV, the violence of party leaves no room to determine. 

Next appears a full length, the hnefl: portrait in this kingdom : a nobleman in a red 
filk jacket and trowfers ; his hair (hort and grey ; a gun m his hand, attended by an 
Indian boy, and with Indian feenery around : the figure feems perfedly to ftart from 
the canvas, and the affion of his countenance, looking up, has matchlcfs fpirit. It is 
called the portrait of William Earl of Denbigh, mifcalled governor of Barbadoes. His 
daughter married the firfl: Duke of Hamilton, which firengthens the opinion of its 
being that of her father. The painter feems to have been Rubens ; but from what 
circumfiance of his lordlhip’s life he placc'd him in an Indian forefi, is not known. 

The old Duke of Chatelherault, in black, with the order, I think, of St. Michael, 
pendent from his neck, which he accepted with the title, and a penfion, from Francis 1. 
of France, at the time he was Earl of Arran, and regent of Scotland. . He was declared 
next in fucceffion to the crown, in cafe of failure of heirs in Mary Stuart ; a rank that 
his feeble and unfteady condufl would have difablcd him from filling with dignity. 

A head of Catherine Parr, on wood, by Holbein. 

Another, faid to have been that of Anne Bullcn, very handfumc, drefled in a ruff 
and kerchief, edged with ermine, and in a purple gown j over her face a veil, lb tran- 
fparent as not to conceal 

The bloom of young dclirc and purple light of love. 

Maria Dei Gratia Scolorum Regina, 1 586, a:t. 43. A half-length : a ftilF, .figure, 
in a great ruff, auburn locks, oval but pretty full face, of much larger aiid' plainer 
features than that at cafilc Braan ; a natural alteration, from tiie iiicreafe of her cruel 
ufage, and of her ill health j yet dill preferves a likcncfs to that portrait. 1 was told 
here that Ihe fent this piflure, together with a ring, a little before her execution, to the 
reprefentativc of the Hamilton family, as an acknowledgment of gratitude for their Jufb 
ferings in her caufe. * 

Earl Morton, regent of Scotland ; a nobleman of vaft but abufeJ abilities ; rapacious, 
licentious, unprincipled; reftrained by no confideratiun from gaining his point; intre- 
pid till the lafi hour of his being, when he fell on the fcafibld with thofe penitential 
horrors * that the enormous wickednefs of his pad life did naturally infpire. 

The rough reformer, John Knox, a fevere reprover of the foriqer. The Earl, at 
the funeral of Knox, in a few words delivered this’ honourable teftimon^ of his fpirit ; 
** There lies he who never fearctl the face of man.” 

Alexander Henderfon, a vain, iufolent, and bufy miirifter during the troubles of 
Charles I., who was deputed by his brethren to perfuade his Majefty to extirpate epif> 
copacy out of Scotland ; but the king, an equal bigot, and better c ifuift, filenced his* 

• Spotfwood, 3 1 4 Lives of the Douj^lafTcs, 356. 
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arguments ; and Henderfon, chagrined with his ill fttccefs, retired^ and died of a b^en 
heart. 

A head of Hobbes (as a contrail to the two former), with fliort thin grey hjur. 

L(rd Belhaven, author of the famous fpeech againd the union. 

Philip It. a full length, with a ftrange figure of Fame bowing at his feet, with a label, 
and this motto : “ Pro merenie adfto.” 

Two half-lengths, in black, one with a fiddle in his hand, the other in a grotefque 
attitude, both with the lame countenances, good, but fwarthy; miftakenly called 
David Rizzio’s, but I could not learn that there was any portrait of that unfortunate 
man. 

Irrefiftible beauty brings up the rear, in form of Mifs Mary Scott, a full length, in 
white fattin, a mod elegant figure ; and thus concludes the lift with what is more pow. 
erful than all that has preceded ; than the arms of the warrior, the art of the politician, 
the admonitions of the churchman, or the wifdom of the philolbpher. 

About a mile from the houfe, on an eminence, above a deep wooded glen, with the 
Avon at the bottom, is Chatelherault, fo called from the eftate the femily oncepofleffed 
in France ; is an elegant banqueting-houfe, with a dog-kennel, gardens, &c. and com- 
mands a fine view. The park is now much inclofed ; but I am told there arc ftill in it 
a few of the wild cattle of the fame kind with thofe I faw at Drumlanrig. 

Continue my journey ; crofs the Clyde at Bothwell bridge, noted for the defeat of a 
fmall army ofenthufiaftsin 1679, near the place, by the Duke of Monmouth, who dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf that day more by his humanity tW his conSufl; but itss probable 
he dilliked a fervice againft men to whofe religious principles he had no avcrlion : he 
might likewife aim at future popularity in the country. 

Bothwell church was collegiate, founded by Archibald the Grim, Earl of Douglas, in 
1 398, for a provoft and eight prebendaries. The outfide is faid to be incrufted with a 
thin coat of ftone, but I confefs it efcaped my notice.- In it are interred the founder 
and his lady, daughter of Andrew Murray, fon to King David Bruce, with whom he got 
the lordihip of Bothwell. 

The caftle, now in ruins, is beautifully feated on the banks, of the Clyde : tradition 
and hiftory are filcnt about the founder. It is faid to have been a principal refidence 
of the Douglaffcs ; and while Edward I. was in poirefilon of Scotland, was the chief 
Ration of his governor ; and after the battle of Bannockburn, was the prifon of.fome of 
theEngliih nobility taken in that fatal field. Major * fays, that in 1337 it was taken 
by the partizans of David Brufe, and levelled to the ground. That feems a favourite 
phrafe of the hifiorian ; for to me it appears to be in the fanje ftatc with that of Caer- 
laveroc, and was only difmantled ; for in both, feme of the remaining towers have all 
the marks of the early ftyle of building. 

The prefent refidence of the family, called Bothw'cll houfe, is modem, built between 
ninety and a hundred years ago by the young Earl of Forfar, who was killed at the 
battle of Dunblain. He was paternal uncle to the late Duke of Douglas, who fuc- 
ceeded to the eftate. The centre is but fmall, being chiefly taken up with ftair-cafe 
and lobby. The Duke of Douglas added the wings, in which are the principal apart- 
ments. It ftands very near the ancient caftle. ^ 

On the fonth fide of the Clyde, oppofite to the caftle, are the remains of filantyre a 
pnory of canons regular, founded before the year 1296 ; mention being made in that 
year of Frere 'William Priour de Blantyr f. 

• P. *32. f Ktitli, 239. 
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The country from Bothwell bridge is open, very fertile, compofed of gentle rifings, 
divernhed with large plantations. Reach 

Glafgow, the bw built of any fecond-rate city I ever law j the houfes of ftone, and 
in general well built, and many in i good tafte, plain and unaffeded. The principal 
flreet runs eaft and weft, is near a mile and a half long, but unfortunately not ftraight ; 
yet the view from the crofs, where the two other great ftreets fall into this, has an air of 
vaft magnificence. The tolbooth is large and handfome, with this apt motto on the front: 

Haec domus od!t, amat, piinit^ confervat» honorat, 
nequitianip paccin% crimina, jura, probos. 

Next to that is the exchange : within is a fpacious room, with full-length portraits of 
all our monarchs fince James I. j and an excellent one, by Ramfa^, of Archibald Duke 
of Argyle in his robes as lord of feffions. However expert he might have been in the 
laws of his land, the following form of refpite to a wTctched convid does not fpeak 
much in favour of his regard to decency. 

£<//»'■ Febry 1728. 

I Archibald Earl of Iftay, do hereby prorogate and continue the life of John Rud< 
dell, writer in Edin', to the term of Whitfunday next, and no longer, by G — d. 

« ISLAY, i.p. d:* 

Before the exchange is a large equeftrian ftatue of King William. This is the fineft 
and broadeft part of the ftreet : many of the houfes are built over arcades, but too nar> 
row to be walked in with any conveniency. Numbers of other neat ftreets crofs this at 
right angles. 

The market-places are great ornaments to the city, the fronts being done in very fine 
tafte, and the gates adorned with columns of one or other of the orders. Some of 
thefe markets are for meal, greens, ftlh or flefti : there are two fur the laft which 
have conduits of water out of feveral of the pillars, fo that they are conftantly kept 
fweet and neat. Before thefe buildings were conftrufled, mod of thofe articles were 
fold in the public ftreets ; and even after the market-places were built, the magiftrates 
with great difficulty compelled the people to take advantage of fuch cleanly innovations. 

Near the meal-market is the public granary, to be filled on any apprehenfiun uf 
fcarcity. 

The guard-houfe is in the great ftreet, where the inhabitants mount guard, and regu- 
larly do duty. An excellent police is obferved here ; and proper officers attend the 
markets to prevent abufes. 

The police of Glafgoyr confifts of three bodies ; the magiftrates with the town- 
council, the merchants houfe, and the trades houfe. The lord provoft, three bailies, 
a dean of guild, a deacon convener, a treafurer, and twenty-five council-men, compofe 
tite firft. It muft be obferved that the dean of guild is chofen annually, and can con- 
tinue in office but two years. The fecond confifts of thirty-fix merchants, annually 
eleAed, with the provoft and three bailies, by virtue of their office, which make the 
whole body forty. The dean of guild is head of (his houfe, who, in conjundion with 
his council, four merchants, and four tradefmen (of which the preccdin^l dean is to be 
one), holds a court every Thurfday, where the parties only are admitted to plead, all 
lawyers bdng excluded. He and his council have power to judge and decree in all 
adions refpe^ng trade between merchant and merchant ; and thole who refufc to fub- 
mit to their decifions are liable to a fine of five pounds. The fame officer and his 
council, with the mafter of work, can determine all difputes about boundaries, and no 
proceedings in building fhadl be flopped except by him ; but the plaintiff muft lodge a 
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The exports alfo increafed, but not in the fame proportion with thofe of lad year t 


Ireland took 

3509 hogffi. 

Bremen, 

1 176 

France, 

16098 

Norway, 

665 

Holland, 

14546 

Denmark, 

390 

Dunkirk, 

5309 

Spain, &c. 

297 

Hamburg, 

2788 

Barbadoes, 

. 21 



Total, 

44799 



Sold inland. 

1 142 




4594 * 

tSo that this year it appears that there is unfold^ 

3075 

To balance the great fum of, 


49016 


But this encouraging inference may be drawn : that, not with danding all our Squab- 
bles with the colonies, thofe of the firft importance improve in their commerce with 
their mother country : receive alfo an equal return in the manufadures of Great- 
Britain, which, they wifely difpenfe to thofe whom unavailing adbeiations of prohibition 
bind from an open trafHck with us. 

The origin of foreign trade in this great city is extremely worthy of attention. A 
' merchant, of the name of Walter Gibfon, by an adventure fird laid the foundation of its 
wealth : about the year 1668 he cured and exported in a Dutch veflel, 300 lads of her- 
rings, each containing fix barrels, which he fent to St. Martin's, in France, where he 
got a barrel of brandy and a croym for each : the (hip returning, laden with brandy and 
fait, the cargo was fold for a great fum ; he then launched farther into bufinefs, 
bought the veflel, and two large fliips befides, \rith which he traded to different parts 
of Europe, and to Virginia ; he alfo fird imported iron to Glalgow, for before that time 
it was received from Sterling and Burrowdonefs, in exchange for dyed duffs : and even 
the wine ufed in this city was brought from Edinburgh. Yet I find no datue, no 
grateful infeription, to preferve the memory of Walter Gibfon 1 

Glafgow, till long after the reformation, was confined to the ridge that extends from 
the high-church, or cathedral, and the houfes trefpaffed but little on the ground on each 
fide. This place (whofe inhabitants at this time are computed to be forty thoufand) was 
fo inconfiderable, in 1 357, as not to be admitted in the number of the cautionary towns 
affigned to Edward III. for the payment of the ranfome of Daidd II •. But the revenue 
of the archbiftiop was, at the reformation, little lefs than a thoufand pounds derling per 
annum, befides feveraf emoluments in com of different kinds. Religion was, before 
that period, the commerce of our chief cities ; in the fame manner as commerce is their 
religion in the prefent age. 

Some writers attribute the foundation of this fee to St. Kcntigem, in 560, and make 
him the fird bifhop : others will give him no other rank than that of a fimple faint. It 
is with more certainty known, that the cathedral was founded or refounded, in 1136, 
by John, governor to David I., and who was the fird certain bifhop of the place \ for it 
was not erc<5led into an archbifhoprick till 1500, when Robert Blacader had fird the 
„title. 
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This fine church was devoted to defiru£tion by the wretched m'millers of 1 578, who 
aflembled»,by beat of drum, a multitude toeffeft-the demolition: but the trades of the 
city taking arms, declared that they would bury under the ruins the firfl perf()n_^who 
attempted the facrilege ; and to this fenfible zeal are we indebted for fo great an orna* 
ment to the place. It is at prefent divided into three places for divine fervice ; two 
above, one beneath, and deep under ground, where the congregation may truly fay, 
clamavi ex profundis. 'fhe roof of this is fine, of ilonc, and fupportcd by pillars, but 
much hurt by the crowding of the pews. 

In the church yard is an. epitaph on a jolly phyfician, whofe praSIce Ihould be re- 
commended to all fuch harbingers of ' death, who by their terrific faces fcare tl.c poo? 
patient prematurely into the regions of eternity ; 

Stay, paflVnpTfr, and view i\ih (lone^ 

For under it lies fuch a one 
Who cured many while he lived ; 

So gratious he no man grieved : 

Yea when his phy£ck*8 force oft* failed* 

His plcafant piirpofe then prevailed ; 

For of his God he got the grace 
To live in mirth, and die in peace ; 

Heaven has his foule, hit corps this ftone ; 

Sigh, pafTenger, .and then be gone. 

Do6kor Peter Low, 1612. 

Befides- this church are the College Church, Ramfhorn, Tronc, St, Andrew's and 
Wint. The Englilh chapel, college chapel, a highland . church, three feceding meet- 
ing-houfes, a Moravian, an independent, a methodifi, an anabaptifi,.a barony church, 
and one in the fiiburbs of the Corbels. 

But the mod beautiful is that of St. Andirew’s, or the New Church, whofe front 
graced with an elegant portico, does the city great credit, if it had not been disfigured 
by a flender fquare tower, with a pepper-box top ; . and in general the deeples in Glaf- 
gow are in a remarkably bad tafte, bdng. in fad no favourite part of archite6lurc with 
the church of Scotland. ^ The infide or that juft mentioned is finifhed not only with 
neatnefs but with ekgance is fupported by pilbrs, and very- prettily lluccoed. It is 
one of tha very few exceptions to the flqvenly and indecent manner in which the houfes 
of God, in Scotland, are kept: reformation,. in matters of religion, feldom obferves 
mediocrity \ here it was at firft outrageous, for a place commonly neat was deemed to 
favour of popery : but to avoid the imputation <of that extreme, they- ran into another ; 
for in many parts of North-Britain our Lord feems dill to be worfhipped in a liable, and 
often in a very wretched one ; many of the churches are thatched with heath', and iu 
fome places are in fuch bad repair as to be half open at top fo that the people appear 
to worfhip as the Druids did of old, in open temples. It is but common juflicc to lay, 
that thTs is no fault of the clergy, or of the people, but entirely of. the landed interefl ; 
who having at the reformation, fhared in the plunder, of the church, were burthened 
with the building and repairing of the houfes of worfliip. It is too f];equently the cafe, , 
that the gentlemen cannot be induced to undertake the mbit common repairs, without 
being threatened with a procefs before the lords of fefllons, , or perhaps having the pro- 
cefs adually made, which is attended with odium, trouble and expcnce to the poor in- 
cumbents. , 

Near the cathedral is the ruin of the caflle, or the bifliop’s palaqe ; . the great tower 
was built by John Cameron, prelate in 1426. Buchanan* relates an abfurd tale, that 

* Lib. XU c. 25« 
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this billlop was fummoned to the great tribunal by a loud preternatural voice ; that he 
affenibled his fervants, when to their great terror the call was repeated ; and the bifliop 
died in great agonies. His offence is concealed from us, for ho appears to have been a 
good and an able man. ^ “ 

Archbilhop Bethunc furrounded the palace with a fine wall, and made a baftion over 
one corner, and a tower over another. This callle was befieged in 1 5 4.1 , by the regent 
Arran, in the civil difputes at that time ; who took it, and hanged eighteen of the 
garrifon, placed there by Lenox, a favourer of the reformation. 

In Glafgow were two religious houfes and an hofpital. One of Dominicans, founded 
by the bifliop and chapter in 1279, and another of Obfervantincs in 1476, by John 
Laing, bifliop of Glafgow, and I’liomas Forfyth, reftor of the coll?ge. 

The univerfity was founded in 1450, James II., Pope Nicholas V. gave the Bull, but 
bifliop Turnbull fupplied the money. It confifls of one college, a large building with a 
handfomc front to the ftreet, refeinbling fome of the old colleges in Oxford. Charles 
I. fubferibed 200I. towards this work, but was prevented from paying it by the enfuing 
troubles; but Cromwell afterwards fulfilled the defign of the royal donor. Here are 
about four hundred fludents who lodge in the town, but the profeffors have good 
houfes in the college, where young gentlemen may be boarded, and placed more im- 
mediately under the profeffor’s eye, than thofc that live in private houfes. An inconve- 
niency that calls loudly for reformation. 

The library is a verybandfome room, with a gallery, fupported by pillars ; and is we'l 
furniflied with books. That beneficent nobleman, the firff Duke of Chandos, when he 
vifited the college, gave 500 I. towards building this apartment. 

In poffelfion of the college is a very fingular verfion of the bible, by the Rev. 
Zachary Boyd, a worthy, learned and pious divine of this city, who lived about a cen- 
tury and a half ago, and dying, bequeathed to this feminary of knowledge his fortune, and 
all his manuferipts, but not on condition of printing his poem as is vulgarly imagined. 
It is probable that he adapted hisverfe to the intellects of his hearers, the only cxcule 
for the variety of grofs imagery, of which part of the foliloquy of Jonas in the fifli’s 
heljy, will be thought a fuflicient fpecimen : 

What houfe is this ? here’s neither coal nor candle ; 

AVhcrc I nothing but guts of handle, 

I and my table arc both here within, 

Where day ne’er dawn’d, where fun did never (hine- 
Thciike of thi< on earth man never faw, 

A living’ man within amonilrr’s maw I 

Buryed under mountains, which are high and deep \ 

Plunged under waters hundred fathoniB deep ! 

Not fo was Noah in his houfe of tree, 

’-For through a window he the light did fee ;• 

He failed above the highell waves: a wonder, 

I and my boat are all the waters under ? 

He and Uh aik might go and alfo come ; 

But I fit dill in fucii a ftrait’ncd room 
As is r.K.il undouth ; head and feel together. 

Among fuch greafe as would a thoufand fm^thcr ; 

Where I intombed in melancholy fink, 

Choaked, fufTocate with excremental (link ! 

Meffrs. Robert aijd Andrew Foulis, printers and bookfellers to the univerfity, have 
inflituted an academy for painting and engraving ; and like good citizens, zealous to 
promote the welfare and honour of their native place, have, at vafl cxpencc, formed a 

mod 
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moll numerous colleftion of paintings from abroad, in order to form the tafte of their 
clcves. 

'I’he printing is a confiderable branch of bufinefs, and has long been celebrated for 
the beauty of the types, and the corredlnefs of the editions. Here are prefervcd, in 
cafes, numbers of monumental, and other ftones, taken out of the walls on the Ro- 
man ftations in this part of the kingdom : fome are well cut and ornamented : mod of 
them were done to perpetuate the memory of the vexillatio, or party, who performed 
fuch or fuch works ; others in memory of officers who didd in the country. Many of 
thefe fculptures were engraven at the expence of the univcrfity j whofe principal did me 
the honour of prefenting me with a fet. 

The I ft plate is very beautiful i a victory, reclined on a globe^ with a palm m one 
hand, a garland in the other; a pediment above, fupported by two fluted piiafters, with 
Corinthian capitals : beneath is a boar, a common animal in fculptures found in Biitain, 
probably becaufe they were in plenty in our forclts. Both thefe arc in honour of the 
Emperor Antoninus Pius. 

None is more inftrudive than that engraven in plate III, on which appears a vidory 
about to crown a Roman horfeman, armed with a fpear and fhield. Beneath him are 
two Caledonian captives, naked, and bound with little daggers, like the modern dirks, 
by them. On another compartment of the ftone is an eagle and fea-goat, to denote 
fome vidory gained in the courfe of their work near the fea : for it was devoted by a 
party of the Eegio fecunda Augufta, on building a certain portion of the wall. 

I'he XVIth is monumental ; the figure is very elegant, reprcfenthig one gracefully 
recumbent, dreffed in a loofc robe : beneath is a wheel, denoting, that at the time of his 
death he was engaged with a party on the road : and by him is an animal, refembling 
the Mufimon or Siberian goat. 

In this ftreet is the houfe where Henry Oarnly lodged, confined by a dangerous illnefs, 
fufpcdled to arife from poifon, adminiftcred at the inftigation of Bothwcll. Here the 
unhappy prince received a vifit from Mary Stuart, and took the fatal refolution of re- 
moving to Edinburgh. This hidden return of her affedion, her blandiihments to cn- 
veigle him from his father and friends, and his confequential murder, are circumftances 
unfavourable to the memory of this unfortunate princefs. 

June 1 1 . Take boat at the quay ; and after a paffage of four miles down the Clyde, 
reach the little flying houfe of Mr. Golbome, now fixed on the Northern bank, com- 
manding a moft elegant view of part of the county of Renfrew, the oppofite fhore. 
After breakfaft furvey the machines for deepening the river which were then at work ; 
they are called ploughs, are lar^e hollow cafes, the back is of caft iron, the two ends of 
wood ; the other fide open. Thefe are drawm crofs the river by means of capftans, 
placed on long wooden frames or flats ; and oppofite to each other near the banks of 
the river. Are drawn over empty, returned with the iron fide downwards, which 
ftrapes the bottom, and brings up at every return half a ton of gravel, depofuing it on 
the bank t and thus twelve hundred tons are cleared every day. Where the river is too 
wide, the fliores are contrafled by jetties. , 

Proceed down the river ; on the left the wafer of Inchinban opens to vieav j the prof, 
pedt up the moft elegant arid the fofteft of any in North Britain ; the expanfe is wide 
and gentle ; the one bank bare, the other adorned with a fmall open grove. A little 
ille tufted with trees divides the water ; beyond the fine bridge of Inchinnan receiving , 
the united rivers of the white and black Cart, and the town aiui fpire of Paifley, 
backed by a long and fertile range of rifing land, clofe the fccne. 
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On the right is a chain of low hills, Camfey fells, running N. W. and S. E. diverg- 
ing N. E. and advancing to the water fide, terminating with the rock of Dunbuc, that 
alinoll reaches to the Clyde. 

Pafs under Kirkpatric, where the river is about a quarter of a mile broad j at this 
place is a confideiMble nianufailure of all forts of hulbandry tools, began about four 
years ago ; but it is far more celebrated for being the fuppofed termination of the 'Roman 
wall, or Graham’s dike, built under the aufpiccs of Antoninus Pius. Not the leaft 
reliqiie is to be feon here at prefent ; but about a mile and a half to the caltward on a 
rifing ground above the bridge of the bum of Dalmurc, near the village of Duntocher, 
are the velliges ctf a fort and watch-tower, with a very deep fofs. The houfes in the 
village appear to have been formed out of the ruins, for many of the ftoncs are fmoothed 
on the fide; and on one are the letters N. E. R. O. vei7 legible. This wall was 
guarded with fmall forts from end to end, that is to fay, from near Kirkpatric to within two 
mill's of Abercorn, or, as Bede calls it, the monallery of Abercurnig, or the Firth of 
Forth, a fpace of thirty-fix miles eight hundred and eighty-feven paces; of thefe forts 
ten arc planned by the ingenious Mr. Gordon, and numbers of the inferiptions found 
in thc!n, engraven. This great work w'as performed by the folJiery under Lollius 
Urbicus, lieutenant of Antoninus, in purfuance of the plan before pointed out by the 
great Agricola, wiio garrilbned the whole fpace between the two firths, removing, as it 
was, the barbarians into another ifland *. 

Ireland will fcarce forgive me if I am filent about the birth-place of its tutelar faint. 
Ho firft drew' breath at Kirkpatric, and derived his name from his father, a noble Ro- 
nian (a Patrician) w’ho fled hither in the time of perfecution. St. Patric took on him- 
felf the charge of Ireland ; founded there 365 churches, ordained 365 bi/Iiops, 3000 
priefts, converted 1 2000 perfons in one dilirifl, baptized feven kings at once, efl?^ 
blilhed a purgatory, and wnth his ualf at once c.\pclled every reptile that ftung or 
croaked. 

Somewhat lower, on the fame fide, Dunglafs projcfls into the water, and forms a 
round bay. On the point is a ruined fort, perhaps on the fitc of a Roman ; for prob- 
ably the wall might have ended here, as at this very place the water is deep, and at all 
times unfordable by foot or horfe. The fort was blown upiu 1640, as fome fay, by the 
dcfprratc treachery of an Englifli boy, page to the Earl of Haddington, who, with 
numbers of people of rank, were miferably deftroyed f. Below this the river widens, 
and begins to have the appearance of an aefluary : the feene varies into other beauties ; 
the hills are rocky, but cloathed at the bottom by ranges of w'oods, and numbers of pretiy 
villas grace the country. Dunbuc makes now a confidcrable figure : the plain of 
Dumbarton opens ; the vaft and ftrange bicapitated rock, vf^th the fortrefs, appears full 
m front ; the town and its fpirc beyond ; the fine river Leven on one fide, and the vaft 
mountains above Loch-lomond, and the groat bafe and foaring top of Beq-lomond clofe 
the view. 

The Roman fleet, in all probability, had its ftation under Dunbarton ; the Glota or 
Clyde, has there fuflicient depth of water ; the place was convenient and fecurc ; near 
the end of t^e wall, and covered by the fort at Dunglafs ; the pharos on the top of the 
great rock is another ftrong proof that the Romans made it their harbour, for the 
water beyond is impaflablc for ftips, or any vcflfels of large burden. 


* Tacituf, 
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After a long contefl: with a violent adverfe wind, and very turbulent water, pafs 
under, on theS. (horc, Newark; a caftellatcd honfo, with round towerr. Vifit Port- 
Glafgow, a confiderablc town, with a great pier,, and numbers of large lliips : de- 
pendent on Glafgow, a creation of that city, fine? the year 1668, when it was* pur- 
chafed from Sir Patric hlaxwell of New'ark, houfes built, a harbour formed, and the 
cuflom-houfe for the) Clyde eftablifhed. 

Proceed two milc.s lower to Greenockj anciently called the bay of St. Lawrence ; a 
place ftill more co' I ''' durable for its (hipping than the former; and like the other a port 
of Glafgow, twen,' two miles dilfant from if. The Firth here expands into a fine 
bafon, four miles wide, and is land-locked on all fides. Dine here, contrad for a vef- 
fcl for my intended voyage, and return to Glafgow at night. 

June 1 2. Crofs the new bridge, at whofe foot on that fide is Gorbel, a fort of fuburbs 
to Glafgow. The county of Lanerk ftill extends three miles down the river ; but after 
a fliort ride, I enter the mire of Renfrew. 

Leave on tlie left the hill of Langfide, noted for the battle in 1568 ; which decided 
the fortune of Mary Stuart, and precipitated her into that fatal ftep of deferting her 
country, and flinging herfelf into an eighteen years captivity, terminating in- the lofs of 
her head, the difgrace of the annals of her glorious rival. Ride through a fine coun- 
try to Cruickfton caftle, feated on the fummit of a little hill ; now a mere fragment, 
only a part of a fquare tower rentaining of a place of much magnificence, when in its 
full glory. The fituation is delicious, commanding a view of a welhcultivatcd trad, 
divided into a multitude of fertile little hills. 

This was originally the property of the Crocs, a potent people in this county ; but 
in the reign of Malcolm II. was conveyed, by the marriage of the heirefs, daughter, 
of Robert de Croc, into the family of Stuarts, in after-times carls and dukes of Lenox, 
who had great pofleflions in thefe parts. To this place Henry Darnly retired with his 
enamoured queen, Cruickfton being then, as Cliefden in the time of Villiers, 

The feat of wantonnefs and love. 

Here fame fays that Mary firft refigned hcrfclf to the arms of her beloved, beneath a 

i jrcat yew, ftill exifting ; but no loves would fmile on joys commenced beneath the 
hade of this funereal tree ; the hour was unpropitious. 

lllc dies primus Letlii, primnsque malurum, esufs fuit. 

It was even faid * that Mary, unconfeious of events, ftruck a coin on the occafion, 
with the figure of the fataj tree, honored with a crown, and diftinguiflied by the motto, 
Dat gloria tires.” lint I have opportunity of contradiding this opinion from an ex- 
amination of the coins ihcmfdve.s, whofe dates .ire 1565, 1566, and‘i567 t. The 
tree is evidently a palm, circumfcribcd, “ Esurgat Di=:us, diflipentur inimici ejus.” 
Pendent from the boughs, is the motto above cited, which is part of the following 
lines taken from Propertius, alluding to a fnail climbing up the body of the tree, a 
inodeft comparifon of the honors that Henry Darnly received by rfhc union with his 
roj'al fpoufe ; ' ^ 

Magnum iter afeendo, fed dat rrihi gloria vires, 

Non juvat ex facili, lala corona jugo, 

I.ib. tv. £1. 2. 

• Bithop Nicliolfon’s Scottifti Library, 323. 

-{■ See alto Anderfon’s Coics, tab. 16?. , 
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Vifit Paifley, a confiderable but irregularly built town; at the clillance of two miles 
from ' Cruickhon, fix miles weft of Glafgow, two miles fouth-weft of Renfrew, and 
fourteen fouth-caft of Greenock. It was creeled into a burgh of barony in the year 
I ;8!Jv and the att'airs of the community are managed by three bailies, of which the 
oldeft is coininoiily in the cominiflion of the peace, a treafurer, a town-clerk, and fe* 
venteen ciiunfeilors, who are annually clccled upon the lirft Monday after Michaelmas. 
It Hands on both Tides the river Cart, over which it has three ftone bridgc.s, each of 
two arches : the river runs frpm fouih to nortli, and empties itfelf into the Clyde, 
about three miles below the town : at fpring-tides veifels of forty tons burthen come 
up to the quay ; and, as the magiilrates are now clearing and deepening the river, it 
is hoped that ftill larger may hereafter get up. The communication by water is of 
great importance to the inhabitants, for fending their goods and inanufaflures to Port- 
Glafgovv and Greenock, and, if they chufe it, to Glafgow ; and betides, was the 
grand canal finiflied, they will have an eafy communication with the Firth of Forth, as 
the canal joins the Clyde about three or four miles north of Paifley. 

Notwithftanding its antiquity, this town was of little confequcnce till within thefe laft 
fifty years ; before that period fcarce any other manuiadure was can ieil on but coarL- 
linen checks, 'and a kind of llripcd cloth called Bcngals ; both which have long been 
given up here ; while thefe were the only manufadure, the inhabitants feem to have 
had no turn for enlarging their trade, for their goods were expofe 1 to fale in the week- 
ly market, and chiefly bought up by dealers from Glafgow : fome of them, however, 
who travelled into England to fell Scots manufadures, picked up a more general 
knowledge of trade, and having faved a little money, fettled at home, and thought of 
eftablifliing other branches ; to which they were the more encouraged, as their acquaint- 
ance in England was like to be of great ufe to them. 

About fifty years ago the making of white ftiicliing threads was firft introduced into 
the weft country by a private gentlewoman, Mrs. Millar^ ofBargarran, who, very much 
to her own honour, imported a twift-mill, and other neceflary apparatus, from Hol- 
land, and carried on a finall manufadure in her own family: this branch, nowoffuch 
general importance to Scotland, was foon after eftablilhed in Paifley ; where it has ever 
fince been on the increafe, and has now dift'ufcd itfelf over ktl parts of the kingdom. 
In other places girls are bred to it ; here they may be rather faid to be born to it ; as al- 
moft every family makes fome threads, or have made formerly. It is generally com- 
puted, that, in the town and neighbourhood, white threads arc annually made to the 
amount of from 40 to 50,000!. 

The manufadure of lawns, under, various denominations, is alfo carried on here to 
a confiderable amount, and to as great perfedion as in afty part of Europe. Vaft 
quantities foreign yarn are annually imported from France, Germany, See. for this 
branch, as only the lower priced kinds can be made of our home manufadured yarn. 
It is thought the lawn branch here amounts to about 70,000). annually. The filk 
gauze has alfo been eftablilhed here, and brought to the utmoft perfedion ; it is wrought 
to an amazing variety of patterns; for iuch is the ingenuity of our weavers, that nothing 
in their branch is too hard for them.' It is commonly reckoned that-this branch amounts 
to about 6o,ocoi. annually. 

A manufadure of ribbons has, within thefe twelve months, been eftablilhed here, 
and both flowered and plain are made, in every refped as good as in any place in Eng- 
mnd. In thefe different branches a great number of people are employed, many oT 
them boys and girls, who mull otherwife have been idle for fome years. It mull be 
.aattremely agreeable to every man who wilhes well to his country, ta fee in the fummer 
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feafon, both fides of the river, and a great many other fields about town, covered with 
cloth and threads ; and to hear, at all feafons, as he pafles along the ftrcets, the irnluf- 
trious and agreeable noifc of weaver’s looms and twift-mills. The late unfortunate 
Aagnation of trade has been felt here, as well as in mod other parts of the ifland^ but 
k is hoped, if things were a little more fettled, trade will revive, and the indudrious 
artificers be again all employed. 

Befides thefe general manufafturcs, fevcral others of a more local kind are carried 
on here j there is a very confiderable one of hard-foap and tallow candles, both of 
which are edeemed excellent of their kinds, as the gentlemen concerned fpared no 
expence to bring their manufaflure to perfeftion : their candles, efpecially their mould- 
ed ones, are reckoned the bed and mod elegant that have been made in Scotland, and 
great quantities of them are fent to England and to the Wed Indies. They are made 
after the Kenfington manner, and with this view they had a man from London, at very- 
high wages. There are alfo tw'o tanning works in town, and a copperas work in the 
neighbourhood. 

Before the year 1 735, the whole people in the parilh, town and country, faid their 
prayers in one church, and the reverend and learned Mr. Robert Miller difeharged 
the whole duties of the padoral office for many years without an affidant ; but fince; 
that period the town has increafed fo much, that befides the old church there are now 
two large ones, and two fcceding meeting-houds. 'I’hc church fird built, called the 
Laigh, or low-church, is in form of a Greek crofs, very well laid out, and contains a 
great number of people : the other called the high church, is a very fine building, and 
as it dands on the top of a hill, its lofty done fpirc is feen at a vad didance ; the church 
is an oblong fquare, of eighty-two feet by fixty-two, within the walls, built of free- 
done, well iinoothed, having rudic corners, and an elegant done cornice at top : though- 
the area is fo large, it has no pillars ; and the feats and lofts are fo well laid out, t'aat 
though the church contains about three thoufand people, every one of them fees the 
niinider : in the condrudion of the roof, (which is a pavillion, covered with llate, 
having a platform covered with lead on the top_) there is fomething very curious ; it is 
admired by every man of tade, and with the whole building, was planned and conduc- 
ed by the late very ingenious Baiilie Whyte, of this place. The town houfe is a very 
handfome building of cut-flone, with a tall fpire and a clock : part of it is let for an 
inn, the red is ufed as a prifon and court-rooms; for here the Iheriff- courts of the coun- 
ty are held. The fledi-markct has a genteel front of cut-done, and is one of the neat- 
ed and mod commodious of the kind in Britain ; butchers’ meat, butter, cheefe, fiffi, 
wool, and fcveral other articles, are fold here by what they call the tron-pounJ of 
twenty-two Fnglifli ounces and a half. The poor-houfe is a large building, very well- 
laid out, and dauds oppofuc to the quay, in a fine free air; it is fupported by a fmall 
tax, impofed upon the' inhabitants quarterly. I’here are at prefent in the houfe above 
lixty, of which number about thirty-fix are boys and girls, who are carefully educated, 
and the boys put out to bufinefs at the expence of the houfe. Befides thefe, many 
out-penfioners have weekly fupplies. Mod of the mechanics an^ artificers in town, 
and feveral others, that fall not under thefe dendminations, have fomjed themfelvcs 
into focieties, and have edabliihed funds for the aid of their dill reded members; thefe 
funds are generally well managed, and of very great benefit to individuals. 

^ Thc'old part of the town runs from ead to wed upon the fouth dope of a ridge of 
hills, from which there is a pleafant and very cxtenfive profpeC^of the city of Glal-* 
gow, and the adjacent country on all fides, but to the fouthward, where the view ter- 
minates on a ridge of green hills, about two miles didantb Including the late buildings 

and 
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and fuburbs, it is about an Englilh mile long, and much about the fame breadth. So 
late as the year 1746, by a very accurate furvey, it was found to qontain fcarcc four 
thoufand inhabitants ; but it is now thought to have no fewer than fro’.n ten to twelve 
thoufand, all ages' included. The Earl of Abercorn’s burial place is by much the 
greateft curiofity inPaifley : it is an old Gothic chapel, without pulpit or pew, .or any 
ornament whatever j but has the fined echo perhaps in the world : when the end-door 
■(the only one it has) is Ihut, the noife is equal to a loud and not very dillant clap of 
Sunder ; if you drike a fmgle note of mufic, you hear the found gradually afeending, 
till it dies away, as if at an immenfe didance, and all the while difl ufing itfelf through 
the circumambient air : if a good voice fings, or a mufical inflrumcnt is well played 
upon, the effeft is inexpreflibly agreeable. In this chapel is the moumnent of Marjory 
Bruce : die lies recumbent, with her hands clofed, in the attitude of prayer : above 
was once a rich arch, with fculptures of the arms, 8cc. Her dory is fingular : fhe was 
daughter of Robert Bruce, and wife of '\\'‘alter, great doward of Scotland, and mother 
of Robert II. In the year 1317, when fix* was big with child, flie broke her nock in 
hunting near this pkee : the Cefarian operalLn was indantly performed, and the 
child taken out alive ; but the operator chancing to hurt one eye with his indrument, 
occafioned the blcmi^ that gave him afterwards the epithet of Blear-eye ; and the 
monument is alfo dyled that of Queen Bleary. lu the time chapel were interred Eliza- 
beth Muir and Euphemia ^ofs, both conforts to the fame monarch : the fird died before 
his accellion. 

About half a mile fouth-w’cd of Paifley lies Maxwelton ; a very neat little village, 
erecked fince the year 1 746, where the manufatkures of filk gauze are carried on to a 
confidcrable extent. 

There is fcarce a vedige remaining of the monadery, founded in 1 1 (Jo, by W alter 
fon of Allan, “ Dapifer Regis Scoria: pro anima quondam regis David et anima I lenrici 
“ regis Anglia: ct anima comitis Honrici et pro falute corporis et anima: Malcolmi et 

pro aniinabus omnium parentium meorum, ct bcncfaflorimi ncc non et mci ipfius 
“ lalutc, &c.” The monks, who wore* indrufted with this weighty charge, 'were fird 
of the order of Cluniacs, afterwards changed to Cidercians j and ladly, th«: firit order 
was* again redored. 

The garden wall, a very nubia and extenfive one of cut done, conveys feme idea ol 
the ancient grandeur of the place : by a rude infeviption. Hill extant, on the north-wed 
comer, it appears to have been built by George Shaw, the abbot, in the year 14^4, the 
fame gentleman who lour years after procured a charter for the town of Paifley. 'I’hr 
infcriniiun is too fiiicular to be omitted : 

4 4-) I 

Thy cilUr the ahliot G of 

/ bnur. my ivake w iw 

An lumdrtd four hii.idrccUh zcar 

IlLii/hty-four ihe date but weir. 

r. 'iy lor hi lalvation 

'i’hat 1.1 id ilii.s miblc foiiiidation. 

Asihe gre^t dewaids of Scotland were their patrons and benefactors, they enjoyed 
ample privileges, and very confidcrable revenues ; they were the patrons of no fewer 
than thivty-one pariihes, in different parts of the kingdom. The monks of this abbey 
wrote a chronicle of Scots affairs, called the black-book ol Paifley, an authentic f >py of 
‘w'hich is faid to have been burnt in the abbey of Holyrood-houfe, during Oomwell’s 
ufurpatlon : another copy taken from Mr. Robert Spottifwood's library, was carried to 
England, by General Lambert, The chartulary of tlic monadery is faid to be dill -ex- 
tant j 
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tant ; the account of the charters, bulls of conhrmation, donations, &c. is brought 
down to I hr year 1548. John Hamilton, the lafl: abbot, was natural brother to the 
Duke of fJaniilton, and, upon his promotion to the fee of St. Andrew’s, in 1546, re- 
frgneJ the abbacy of Paifley in favour of Lord Claud Hamilton, third fm of that 
liukc ; which refignation wa» afterwards confirmed by IJope Julius III. in the year 
’ 55 .V '^ his Lord Claud Hamilton, titular a!)b('t of Paifley, upon the ilifl'i/iuikm of 

the inunalleries obtained from King James (he Vlth, a charter, erefting the lands be- 
longing to the abbacy into a temporal lordfliip : tins charter is ilaicd at Edinburgh, 
July 29, 1587. He was, by the fame prince, created a peer, in 1591, l^y the title of 
l>ord Paifley, and died in 1621. In 1604 ids eki .lt fon liad been civat'd Lord Abcr- 
corn, and in 1606 wasraifed to the dignity of an Karl. The family is now rrprei'entcd 
by the Right Hon. James Earl of Abercorn, Baron Hamili.>:i of Straban, in Irelmd, See, 
'I’hc lordfliip of Paifley was difpofed of to the Earl of Aligns, in the year > C52, and by 
I. im to William Lord Cochran, afterward- Earl of Dundonald, in 1653,111 which 
family it continued till the year 1764, when the prefent Eatl of Abercorn re-purchafed 
the paternal inheritance of his family The abbey-church, when entire, has been a 
grand building, in form of a crofs; the great north window is a noble ruin, the arch 
very lofty, the middle pillar wonderfully light, and llijl entire: only the chancel now 
lemuins, which is divided into a middle and two fido-aiflcs j all very lofty pillars, with 
Gothic arches ; above thefe is another range of pillars, much larger, being the fegrnent 
of a circle, and above a row of arched niches, from end to end ; over which the roof 
ends in a fliarp point. -The outfidc of the building is decorated with a profuflon of or- 
naments, Specially the great well and north doors, than which fcarce any thing 
lighter or richer can be imagined. 

But notwithllatiding popery and epifcopacy were expelled this country, yet fuper- 
flition and credulity kept full pofleflion in thefe parts. In 1697 tw’enty poor wretches 
were condemned for the imaginary crime of witchcraft, and five adually fiift'ered at the 
Rake on June loth in the fame year*. One young and handfome ; to whom is attri- 
buted the heroic reply mentioned in my former volume |. So deep was the folly of 
excefs in belief rooted here, that full credit feems to have been given to an account that 
one of the condemned (a wizzard) was ftrangled in his chair by the devil, 1 fuppofc 
left he fliould make a confefllon to the detriment of the fcrvice. 

The veftiges of the Roman camp at Paifley, are at prefent almofl: annihilated. Of 
the outworks mentioned by Camden, there are no traces of any excepting one, for at a 
place called Cafllc Head, are ftill left a few’ marks, but nothing entire. There h'ad 
been a military road leading to the camp, which is fuppofed to have been the vanduara 
of Ptolemy. * 

Continue my journey towards Renfrew. On the road fee a mount or tumulus, 
with a fofs round the bale, with a fingle Hone erefted on the top. Near this place wixs 
defeated and flain Sumcrled Thane of Argylc, who in 1 1 59, with a great army of 
banditti, colle6led from Ireland J and other parts, landed in the b<iy of St. Laurence, 
and led them in rebellion againfl: Malcolm IV. That this mount was raifed in memory 

* • 

* Narrative of the diabolical prafticcs pt above twenty wizzards, See printed 1697. * 
t The girl at W'aihois m .cie a reply equally great Her perfccutors.had only one circumdancc agalnd 
her ; that of concealing herfelf, for i^hen the mob came to feize her mother, (he hid hcrft lf in the coal-hole. 
On her trial the hy ftandcrs pitying htr >outh and innocence, advifed her to plead her belly bhc replied 
with the utmoft fpirit, that not\N ithllanding they had power to put her to death ; they never Ihould inaHc 
her dt (hoy her reputation by fo infamous aplca« * 

t Major, 133, 
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of fo (ignal an event is not improbable, cfpecially as wo are told by a moft rofpe£table 
writer *, that his troops retired lunnolertird ; therefore might have leifure to lling up 
this ufual tribute to the honour of their loader. 

Reach Renfrew the county town, now an inconfiderable place. Robert II. had a pa- 
lace here, which Hood on a piece of ground of about half an acre, ftill called the IJaltle 
hill ; but nothing remains but the ditch which furrounded it. 'I'his monarch firft made 
Renfrew an independent flierift’dom, for before it was joined to that of Lanerk. 

Pafs by the tower of Inch, or ille fo called, from its once having been, as tradition 
fays, furrounded by the Clyde. JNIr. Crawford, in his hiftory of the county informs us, 
it had been the property of the barons Rofs of Haulkhead. 

All the land in thefe parts excellent, but moft ill and flovenly drefled. Crofs the 
Clyde, pafs by Panic, a village where the bakers of Glafgow have very confiderable 
mills on the w-ater of Kelvin, and a great tra^l of land, at prefent valued at ten thou- 
I'and pounds ; originally granted to them by tlie regent Murray, in reward for their 
fervicos in fupplying his army with bread j)rcvious to the dcciftve battle of Langfide. 
Return again to Gldfgow. 

June 13. Set out in company with Mr. Golborne for Loch Lomond. Pafs for a 
few miles over a pleafant country, hilly, well cultivated, and often prettily planted, 
and thick fet with neat villas. Go over the fite of the Roman wall, near Bemulie, 
where had been a confiderable fort, whofc plan is engraven by Mr. Gordon. Crofs the 
Kelvin, and enter the fliire of Lenox, or {hcrift'dom of Dunbarton. 

See f»n the right Mugdoc caftle, a 1‘quarc tower, the antient feat of the Grahams j 
arid near it is a mount, probably the work of the Romans, for they penetrated on this 
liiic as far as the banks of Loch-Lomond, a gold coin of Nero and another of Trajan 
having been found in the parilli of Drummond. The country now grows high, 
iiuiory, black, and dreary. Pafs over Fenwick bridge, flung over a dark and rocky 
glen, (haded with trees, impending over a violent torrent. Leave at fome diftance on 
the right the fmall houfe of Mofs, immortalized by the birth of the great Buchanan. 
(Tefs a Ijandfome bridge over the water of Enneric, and breakfaft at the village of 
Drummin or, Drummond with the Rev. Mr. Macfarlane, the minifter of the place. 
'I'hc parifli, which takes its name from Druim, a back, from the ridges that run along 
it, is in extent nine miles by feven ; and fome. years ago contained about a thoufand 
eight hundred fouls, but the number is much reduced by the unfeeling praflice of 
melting fcveral leffer farms into a greater. Arrive once more within fight of the 
charming Loch-Lomond. 

Approach its (hores, go through the narrow pafs of Bualmacha, where the Grampian 
hilfs finifli in the lake. Many of the ifles run in a line with, and feera to have been a 
continuation of them ; appearing like fo many fragments rent from them by fome 
violent convulfion. Arrive in a beautiful bay : the braes of the hills on the right are 
lofty, fome filled with fmall pebbles, others have a ferruginous look. The iflands are 
mountainous, and exhibit variety of charms. Jnch-Culloch, or the ifle of nuns, bason it 
the remains of a chyreb, is finely wooded, and is faid to have been the feat of the fair 
reclufes. Inch-Murrin, or the* ifle of St. Murrinus,^ is two miles long, is a deer-park, 
and has on it the ruins of a houfe once belonging ft) the family of Lenox. On this 
Mand John Colquhoun, laird of Lufs, with fcveral of his followers, were barbaroully 
murdered by a ^ty of iflanders, who, under condu£l of Lauchlan Maclean, and Mur- 
-doc Gibfon in 1439, parried fire and fword through this part of North Britain. 


* Rev Dr. John Maepherfon. 
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Various other IHands grace this fine expanfe: Inch-I.onaig of great extent is 
blackened with the deep green of yews. The ofprey inhabits a ruim d caftle on Inch- 
Galbraith j and feveral little low and and naked iflcs ferve to divei Hfy the fcene. 
From this fpot the boundaries of the water are magnificent and diftinft ; the wootkd 
fide of the weftern, and the foaring head of Ben-lomond on the callern, fonn a view 
that is almod unequalled. 

The top of this great mountain is compofed of a micaceous Hate, mixed with quartz. 
The Jibbaldia procumbenst a plant unknown in England, grows .on the upper parts. 
Ptarmigans inhabit its fuinmit, and rocs the woods near its bafe, the mofi; ibuthern 
refort of thofe animals in our ifland. 

The height of Bendomoud from the furfacc of the lake is three thoufand two hun- 
dred and forty feet ; the profpeft from the fummit of vafl: extent ; the whole extent 
of Loch-lomond with its w’ooded iflcs appears juft beneath. Loch-loung, Loch-kettering, 
Loch-earn and the river Clyde form the principal v/aters. The mountains of Arrau 
appear very diftinft, and to the north, Alps upon Alps fill up the amazing view. 

Return the fame way, and vifit Buchanan, the feat of the Duke of Montrofe, in a 
low and moft difadvantageous lituation, within a mile of the lake, without the leaft 
view of fo delicious a water. This had been the feat of the Buchanans for fix or feven 
ages, till it was purchafed by the family of Montrofe, fometime in the laft century. 
Trees grow well about the houfe ; and the country yields a good deal of barley and 
oats, and fome potatoes, but very little wheat. 

His Grace has in his pofleflion a portrait of his heroic anceftor James Marquis of 
Montrofe ; his fix viftorics, great as they were, do him lefs honour than his magna- 
nimity at the hour of his death : he afeended the gibbet with a dignity and fortitude 
that caufed the ignominy of Ins puniftiment to vanilh ; he fell with a gallant contempt 
of the cruelleft infults j with that intrepid piety that bluiiled the malice of his enemies, 
and left them filled with the confufion natural to little minds, difappointed in the 
ftrained contrivances of mean revenge. 

It is amufing to read the weak efl'ecls of fear, envy, and rancour in the reports of 
the times : “ The witches (laid the wretched covenanters) were confulted at his 
birth ; it was predifted that the boy would trouble Scotland j and while he was a fuck- 
ing child (add they) he eat a venomous toad *. 

Walk in the afternoon over the neighbouring environs. Sec the water of Enneric 
that difeharges itfelf here mto the lake. , Salmon in their annual migration pafs up the 
i.even, traverfe the lake, and leek this river to depofit their fpawn. 

The furface of Loch-lomond has for feveral years pad been obferved gradually to 
increafc and invade the adjacent Ihore ; and there is reafon to fuppofe that churches, 
houfes, and other buildings have been loft in the water. Near Lufs is a largo heap of 
ftones at a diftance from the Ihore, known by the name of the Old Church ; and about 
a mile to the ibuth of that, in the middle of a large bay, between Camftraddan and 
the ifle Inch-lavenack, is another heap, faid to have been the ruins of a houfe. To 
contirm this, it is evident by a pafliige in Camden’s Atlas Britannica, that an ifland, 
exilling in his time, is now loft, for he fpeaks of the iflfi of Camftraddan, placed be- 
tween the lands of the fame name and Inch-lavanack, in which, adds he, was an 
houfe and orchard. Befides this proof, large trees with their branches ftill adhering 
are frequently found in the mud near the Ihore, overwhelmed in former times by thq 
increafe of water. This is fuppofed to be occafioued by the va(]t quantities of ftone 

* Staggeting State uf Scotch Statefroen, p. 14. 
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nnd gravel that is continually brought down by the mountain rivers, and by the falls of 
the banks of the I^evcn : the firlt filling the bifd of the lake, the laft impeding its 
dil’charge through the bed of the river. 

hir. Golborne, at the ivquell of the f-veml proprietors, has made a voyage and fur. 
vey of the lake, in order to plan foine relief from the cneroachment of the^ water. 
He jiropoka to form a conllant navigation down the Leven, by deepening the channel, 
and cutting through the neck of two great curvatures, which will not only enable the 
inhabitants of the environs of l.och-lomond to convey their flute, timber, bark, &c. to 
the market ; but alfi) lowering the lurface of the lake, recover fomc thoufands of 
acres now covered with water. 

The tide Hows up the Leven two miles and a quarter. From thence as far as the 
lake is a rapid current, the fall biing nittjteen feet in live miles ; the water is alfo full 
of Ihoals, fo that in dry feafons it becomes unnavigable ; and even at belt the vcfl'els are 
drawn up by a number of horfes. 

I mult not leave the parifli of Drummond without faying, that the celerated Napier 
of Werchillon, author of the logarithms, was born at Garlies, within its prccindls. 

June 14 and 15. Still at Glafgow : am honoured with the freedom of the city. 

June 16. Set out for Greenock, pal's again through Renfrew ; the country very fine, 
the lanes for fome I'pace well planted on both fides. Ride over Inchiim.in bridge, near 
which Matthew Earl of Lenox, in 1 506, built a magnificent palace ; get upon fomc 
high grounds, and, above the feat of Lord Glencairn, have a fine view of the Clyde, 
Dunbarton, and all the northern fliore. Reach Greenock ; after dinner take boat 
and crofs into the fliire of Lenox, and land where the parifh of Rofneath juts out, and 
narrows the bay to the breadth of three miles, forming in that part a fort of llrait ; the 
profpecl in the middle of this pafl'age uncommonly fine ; a contralt of fertility and fa- 
vage views ; to the cafi: were the rich fliores of the fliires of Renfrew and Lenox, the 
pretty feats on the banks, and the wooded pcninfula of Ardmore ; and to the welt 
appears the craggy tops of the hills of Argyleftiire. Vifit Rofeneath houfe a neat feat 
of the Duke of Argyle, dated 1634 ; the grounds well planted, the trees thriving j in 
one part of the walks am fliewn a precipitous rock, to which 1 was informed that the 
hefo Wallace was purfued, and obliged to leap down to avoid captivity ; his horfe 
perifhed ; the hero efcaped unhurt. This country was the feat of the Mac-Aulays, 
who Itrugglcd long with the Campbels in defence of their rights, but their genius 
proved the weaker. r 

Crofs over the mouth of I.och-gair, which runs to the north fix or feven miles up the 
country, the end overhung with lofty ragged mountains. "Vifit Airden-capel, a new 
houfe of Lord Frederic Campbell, fitualc on an eminence, commanding a moll beauti. 
ful view of the Renfrew fhore, and the profpeft of the ports of Pori-Glafgow and 
Greenock, continually animated with the movement of fliips, and the buly haunt of 
commerce. Ardin-capcl was anciently poflTefl'ed by a family of the fame name ; but in 
the time of James III. it was changed to that of Mac'Aulay, from the word Aulay 
happening to be the Chriftian name of the owner. 


A VOYAGE TO THE HEBRIDES. 

June 17. Go on board the Lady Frederic Campbell, a cutter of go tons, Mr. Archi- 
bald 'Phompfon, mailer. Sail at half &,i hour pad two in the afternoon ; pafs on the 
left, the village and little bay of Gourock, a place of failors and fifticrmen } on the 
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right, the point of Rofcnenth, in I.enox ; between which, anti that of Sfrone, in 
Cowal, a portion of Aroylcfliiro, opt.nn l^och-Loung, or the loch of fliips, whicli runs 
noi th iTiiuty miles up th': cotiniry, 'J his is the .Shijidfionl of the Norwegians, having 
in .their tongue, the lame fignification. To this place, in 1263, Il ico King of Norway, 
detached, with fixiy fliijjs, ft)nic of his oOicer.s, who landed and dcflroyed all the 
country round I.och-Lomond *. Immediately beyond the point of Strone the land is 
again divided by the lloly-l.och, or Loch-8eanl, extending weflward. On its northern 
fliore is Kilmun, once the feat of a collegiate cluiirh, founded by Sir Duncan Camp* 
bel, in 14 fe., and linee that time the burial-place of the hou'c of Argyle. 

Steer Ibuth, conveytd rather by the force of the tide than wind ; the channel flrait, 
and lb narrow as to make every object dillinct. On the ealtern fhorc is the fquare 
tower of Levon, and a little fartlier projects the point of Cloch. Almoll oppofire, on 
the welfern tide, are tile ruins of the calfle qf Dunoon : this fortrefs was polfefled by 
the Englillt in 1331, but was taken in behalf of David Bruce, by Sir Colin Campbel, 
ofLociiovv, who put the garrifoii to ilio fword j in reward he was made hereditary 
governor, and had the grant of certain lands towards its fupport. 

The view down the Firth now appears extremely great : the fliire of Renfrew bdunds 
one fide ; the hills of Cowal, Hoping to the w'ater edge, and varied with wood.s and 
corn-lands, grace the other ; in front are the greater and the Icfl'cr Cumrays, the firfl 
once remarkable for its church, dedicated to St. Columba t, and at prefent for the 
quarries of beautiful free-flonc ; the lafl for the abundance of rabbits ; the illc of 
Bute, with its fertile lliorc, lies oblique, and the ftupendous mountains of Arran, foar 
at fome dillance far, far above. 

Am carried by the point and caflle of Towart, the flat fouthern extremity of Cowal, 
leaving on the call the fliirc of Ayr. Towart is the property of the Lamonds, who, 
during the civil wars, fiding with Montrofe, were belieged in it, and, on the furren- 
der, put to the fword At a dillance is pointed out to me, in that county, the fite 
of Largs, diltinguilhed in the Scottilh annals for the final defeat of the Norwegians in 
1263, which put an end to their iavafions, and rellored to Scotland the pofl'clfion of 
the Hebrides. 

Steer towards the coall of Bute, and in the evening land at the little point of Squo- 
log, and walk up to Mount-Stewart, the feat of the Earl of Bute ; a modem houfe, 
with a handfome front and w'ings : the fituation very fine, on an eminence in the 
rnidfl of a wood, w'hcrc trees grow with as much vigour as in the more fouthern 
parts, and extend far beneath on each fide j and throllles, and other birds of long, 
fill the groves with their melody. 

The illc of Bute is about twenty incafured uiiles long ; the breadth unequal, per- 
haps the grcaicll is five miles ■, tiie number of acres about twenty thoufand ; of in- 
habitants about four thoufand ; here arc two parilhes, Kingarth and Rothefay ; at the 
lall only the Erfc language is ufed. It mull be obferved alfo, that in the lall church 
were buried two of the bilhops of the ifles §, but whctlicr it was at times the refidence 
of the prelates does not appear. , 

The country riles into fmall hills, is in no part* mourrtainous, but is^highell at the 
fouth end. The llrata of Hone along the fliore from Hothefuy bay to Cil-chattan, is a 
red grit, mixed with pebbles ; from the firll, tranfverfe to Scalpay bay, is a bed of 
date, which feems to be a continuation of that fpecics of Hone, riling near Stonehive^ 

^ Univeifaa villas in clrculiu Lacus Lokulofrii vaftarunt. Toif.tu'?, Hill. Oread. 167. 

t Dean of the illcs, 6. \ Buchanan's Clans, part i. 152. § Kchh, 
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on the eaftern fide of Scotland, and continued, with fonie interruptions, to this ifland ; 
but is of a bad kind, both at its origin and termination. In the fouth end is fome 
limeftone ; fotne fpotted Hone, not unlike lava, is found near the fouth end. 

The quadrupeds of this ifland are hares, polecats, weafels, otters, feals, and as a 
compliment to the foil, moles. Among the birds, groufe and partridge are found 
here. 

The cultivation of an extenfive trad on this eaftern fide is very conftderable. In the 
article of inclofure, it has the Hart of the more fouthern counties of this part of the 
kingdom : the hedges are tall, thick, and vigorous ; the white-thorns and wicken trees 
now in full flower, and about two thoufand acres have been thus improved. The 
manures arc coral and fea-fliells, fea-weeds, and lime. I obferved in many places whole 
ftrata of corals and (hells of a vaft thicknefs, at prefent half a mile from the fea, fuch 
lofles has that element fuftained in thefe parts. The ifland is deftitute of coal, but ftill 
much lime is burnt here, not only for private ufe, but for exportation at a cheap 
rate to the ports of Greenock and Port-Glafgow. 

The produce of the ifland is barley, oats, and potatoes. The barley yields nine 
from one; the oats four. Turneps and artificial grafles have been lately introduced 
with good fuccefs : fo that the inhabitants may have fat mutton throughout the year. 
A great number of cattle are alfo reared here. The higheft farm here is fixty pounds 
a year, excepting a Angle Ihecp farm which rents for two hundred, but the medium is 
about twenty-five.. Arable land is fet at nine or ten (hillings an acre'; the price of Ia« 
bourers is eight-pence a day. Rents are at prefent moftly paid in money ; the rent* 
roll of the ifland is about four thoufand pounds a year. Lord Bute poflTefl'es much the 
greater (hare, and two or three private gentlemen own the reft. 

The air is in general temperate ; no mills or thick rolling fogs from the fea, called 
in the north a harle, ever infeft this ifland. Snow is fcarcely ever known to He here ; 
and even that of laft winter fo remarkable for its depth and duration in other places, 
was in this ifland fcarce two inches deep. The evils of this place are winds and rains, 
the laft coming in deluges from the weft. 

When the prefent Earl of Bute came to his eftate, the farms were pofTelTed by a fet 
•of men, who carried on at the fame time, the profeflion of hulbandry and filhing to 
the manifeft injury of both. His Lordlhip drew a line between thefe incongruent cm- 
ploys, and obliged each to carry on the bufinefs he preferred, diftinft from the other : 
yet in juftice to the old farmers, notice muft be taken of their (kill in ploughing even in 
their rudeft days, for the ridges were ftrait, and the ground laid ont in a manner that 
did them much credit. But this new arrangement, with the example given by hi« 
Lordlhip of inclofmg ; by the encouragement of burning lime for fome, and by tranf- 
porting gratis to the neared market the produce of all, has given to this ifland its 
prefent flourilhing afped. 

This ifle with that of Arran, the greater and the lelTer Cumbray, and Inch-marnoc, 
form a county under the name of Bute. This (hire and that of Caithnefs fend a mem-, 
ber to parliament alternately. 

Civil caufes.are determined* here as in other counties of this part of the kingdom, by 
the Iheriff-depute, who is always refident : he is the judge in fmaller matters, and has 
2 falary of about a hundred and fifty pounds a year. Jufticcs of peace have the fame 
powers here, and over the whole county, as in other places ; but in North Britain no 
other qualification is, required, after nomination, than taking out their cotnmilfions, and 
giving the ufual oaths. 


Criminals 
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Criminals are lodged in the county jail at Rothefay, but are removed for trial to 
Inverary ; where the judges of the court of jufticiary meet twice a year for the de- 
termining of criminal caufes of a certain diftrid. 

The Earl of Bute is admiral of the county by commiffion from his Majt'ffy, bm. no 
way dependent on the Lord High Adiiiir.d of Scotland ; fo that if any inarltiinc calc 
occurs within this jurifdidioii, (even crimes of as high a nature as murder or piracy,) 
hisLordfliip, by virtue of the powers as admiral, is i'uificient judge, or he may dclegatu 
his authority to any deputies. 

June 1 8. Vifit the fouth part of the ifland : ride to the hill of Cil-chattan, a round 
eminence, from whence is a vail view of all around, inl'ular and mainland. Obferve, 
on the face of the hills, that the rocks dip almofl perpendicularly, and form long co- 
lumnar Hacks, fomo oppofing to us their fides, others their angles ; arc hard and 
cherty, but not bafaltic j a term I apply to the jointed columns refembling ihofe of the 
giant’s caufeway. 

Defcend to the ruin of old Kin-garth church. Two cemeteries belong to it, a 
higher and a lower ; the laft was allotted for the interment of females alone, becaufe 
in old times certain women being employed to carry a quantity of holy earth, brought 
from Romo, loft fome by the way, and fo incurred this penalty for their negligence, 
that of being buried feparated from the other fcx. 

Near this place is a circular inclofurc called the Devil’s Cauldron : it is made of 
ftone, of excellent mafonry, but without mortar, having the infide faced in the moft 
fmooth and regular manner. The walls at prefent are only feven feet fix inches high, 
but are ten feet in thicknefs ; on one fide is an entrance, wide at the beginning, but 
grows gradually narrower as it approaches the area, which is thirty feet diameter. 

Mr. Gordon has engraven in tab. iii. a building fimilar to this, near the courfe of 
the wall, called Cairn-fual, and ftyles it a caftellum. 'I’his, I prefume, could never have 
been defigned as a place of defence, as it is fituated beneath a precipice, from whofe 
fummit the inmates might inftantly have been opprefled by ftones, or miffile weapons ; 
perhaps it was a fandluary, for the name of the church. Kin garth, implies, kin, chief 
or head, garth * a faiiftuary ; the common word for places of refuge, girth being cor- 
rupted from it. 

The fouth end of Bute is more hilly than the reft, and divided from the other part 
by a low fandy plain, called Langal-chorid, on which are three great upright ftones, 
the remains or a druidical circle, originally compofed of twelve. 

Return over a coarfe country, and pafs by lands lately inclofcd with hedges, grow- 
ing in a very profperous niaimer. Pafs by Loch-afcog, a finall piece of water, and foon 
after by I.och-fad, about a mile and throe quarters long, narrow, rocky on one fide, 
prettily wooded on the other. The other lochs are Loch-Quyen, and Loch-Greenan, 
and each has its river. Reach Rolhel’ay, the capital ; a fmall but well-built town, of 
fmall houfes, and about two hundred families, and within thefc few years much im- 
proved. The females fpin yarn, the men fupport themfelves by filhing. The town 
has a good pier, and lies at the bottom of a fine bay, whofe mouth, exactly opens op- 
pofite to that of I.och-Strevcn in Cowal ; here is a finc'depth of water* a fecure re- 
treat, and a ready navigation down the Firth for an export trade ; magazines for 
goods for foreign parts might moft advantageoufly be eftablilhed here. 

The caftle has been built at different times, the prefent entrance by Robert III. the, 
reft is quite round, with round towers at the fides, and is of ynknown antiquity. 

• G4rth orginally mcanii no more than yaid or Inclofure, 
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Ilulhoc *, p;ranilfon of Somcrlcd, was killoJ in the attack of a caftle in Bute, perhaps 
of this, llaco + took iho calllo and whole ifland in the year i It was feizeJ by 

I’dward Bnliol in 13^} t, when pjlk'llcd byjthe hijih fteward of ycothind, a friend of 
the Bruces, and iieir to tlie crown. In the year followinjf the whole ifland, as well as 
lliat of Arrin, was rava>;cd by the l‘'.nu;liih, tinder the conunand of Lord Daroy, Lord 
Jullice of Irelaiiil. Soon after the natives of Arrau and Ikitc arofe and, unannccl, 
juade an attack with Itoncs on Alan Idle, the Knglilh ;;ovcrnor, put his party to ilit^ht, 
and recovered the forlrefs. li became in after-tiim's a royal nlidence: Robert HI. jj 
livi'd there for a contidevable time ; much attention was bellowed on it, for in tile reign 
of .lafiu's V. we find that one <4 the articles of aceni'ation againil Sir jaines llamiltoti, 
tvas his not accounting for three thoufand crowtis, il 'llined to reform the calllc and 
palace of Rofavf. In 154-I, the Lari of Lenox, alli'tcd by iho Knglifli, made hini- 
le!f mailer of the place ; and in the beginning of the la!l century (on what occafion 1 
do not recoiled) it was burnt by the Marquis of i\rg\le. 

'• Bute is faid to ilorive its name from Bi'tiie, a cell, St. Brandan having once made it 
the place of his retreat; ami, for the fame reafon, the natives of this ifle, and all'o of 
Arran, have been fometime:) ftyled Brandani. It was from very early times, })art ol 
the patrimony of the Stuarts : largo pofrelTions in it w'cre granted to Sir John Stuart, 
natural fon of Robert ll, by one of his niiflrofl'cs,. but whether by his beloved More 
or Morcham, or his beloved Mariota de Cardny, is what I cannot determiae * 

Continue our lide along a hilly countr)’, open, and under tillage ; pad on the right, 
the cadle and bay of Caines, long the property of the B.inncntynes ; turn to the wed, 
defeend to the flio'o, and find our bout ready to convey us to the vellel, which lay at 
anchor a mile dillant under Inch-marnoc. 

An ifland fo called from St. Manioc, where appear the ruins of a chapel, and whera 
(according to Fordun it) had been a cell of monks. 'I he extent of this litlle ifle is 
about a mile, has a hundred and twenty aciws of arable land, forty of brulh-wood, 
near three hundred of moor, and has vafl; drata of coral anil flielis on tlie wed fide. 
It is inhabited by a gentleman on half-pay, who, with his lamily occupies the place 
un.ler Lord Bute. 

■Juiic 19. Weigh anchor at three o’clock in the morning ; am teiacd with calms, 
but amulcd with a fine view of the circumambient land; ilie peiiinfula of Canlyiv, 
here lofty, floping, and rocky, divided by dingles, filled with woods, which reach tbe 
wanr-edgo, and expand on b<'th lides of tlie lioiiow's ; lnch-m;rrnoc and Bute lie to the 
cad; the mountainous Arran to the fouth ; Loch-fi'c, the .Sinus Lcl.ilonnii's of Ihole- 
inv, <'p<‘iicd on the north, between the point of Skipnifli jii Canfyro and that of La- 
iiu”..! in Cnwal, and llu’Wtd a vad expanfe of water wildly bounded ; numbers of 
h .rrin;!;-! miles were now in inotiir.i, to arrive in time at Campbeltow n, to receive the 
benefit of the bounty, 'and animated the fccnc. 

Turn n('rthw..rd, leave the point of Skipr.iili to the fonth wi-d, and with diilienlty 
get tliroiigh a drr.it of about a hundred yards wide, with funk rocks on bt ih lidi s, 
into tile fale and. pretty harlioiu' cf tiic eallcrn Loch-Tarbat, of capacity l'ufneier;t fu* a 
imiiiLx r of l?ii]->s, and of a fnc depth of water. 'J’lie Icenery was jiiclurefque ; rocky 
little iiland.s lie acrols one part, fo as to form a double port ; at the bottom extends a 
iir.all village, on the Cant\re fide is a fquarc tower, with vediges of other ruins, 

♦ ^'cr^l:u3. , f iiiiciiaHan. J. lioctliiir, ^17. 

{ M. jt r, [' Iioclhlu'i 3?:. J.indtfdv, I 

Vi'it.* i^'ir jdT'ji Dalrjn-'.Mc’ji Collections. 1 705, p’ p. 

f I Lib. ii. c. 10. 
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built by the family of Argyle to fecure tlitir northern dominions from ihc. inroads oi 
the inhabitants of the peninfula ; on the northern fide of the entrance of the harbour 
the rocks are of a molt grotefquc form : vaft fragments piletl on each other, the faces 
contorted and undulated in fuch figures as if created by fufion of matter after f(imc;in- 
tenfe heat j yet did not appear to me a lava, or under any fufpicion of having been 
the recrement of a volcano. 

Land at the village, where a great quantity of whilky is diftilled. 

Vifit the narrow neck of land which joins Cantyre to South Knapdalc ; it is fcarcely 
a mile wide, is partly inorafl'y, partly interfe^fed by llrata of rocks, that are dipping 
continuations from the adjacent mountains of each dillrict. 'I'here have been plans for 
cutting a canal through this illhmus to facilitate the navigation between the \.eftern 
ocean and the ports of the Clyde, and to take away the nc*ceflity of failing through 
the turbulent tides of thc^ Mull of (’antyre: it is fuppofed to be practicable, but at 
vail expence ; at an expcnco beyond the power of North Britain to iffeft, except it 
could realize ihofe fuins which the willies of a few of its fous had attained in idea. 
While I meditate on the projed, and in imagination fee the wealth of the Antilles fail 
before me, the illufion burlts, the Ihorcs are covered with wrecked fortunes, real diftrefs 
fucceeds the ideal riches of Ahiafchar, and difpcls at once the beautiful vilion of Aaron 
Hill *, and the much alFedcd traveller. 

Afccnd a fmall hill, and from the top have a view of the wefiern Loch-Tarbat, that 
winds along for about twelve miles, and is one continued harbour, for it has eight 
fathom water not very remote from this extremity, and opens to the fea on the well 
court, at Airii-Patric : the boundaries are hilly, varied with w’oods and trads of heath ; 
the country yields much po'tatocs and Ibme corn, but the land is fo interrupted with 
rocks, that the natives, inltcad of the plough, are obliged to make ufc of the ipade. 

'rile time of the tides vary greatly at the terminations of each of thefe harbours : at 
this the flood had advanced in the call: loch full three quarters, iu the other only one 
hour. According to fome remarks Mr. James Watts of Glafgovv favoured me with, 
the fpring-tides in Eaft-Tarbat flow ten feet fix inches ; in Wert-Tarbat only four foot 
fix inches, or, in very extraordinary tivles, two feet higher. The tides in the welt 
loch are moll irregular ; ftimetimes neither ebb nor How j at other times ebb and flow 
twice in a tide, and the quantity of lalfe ebb is about one foot. Tlie mean height of 
the firth of Clyde is greater than that of Wert-Tarbat. 

It is not very long lince veflels of nine or ten tons w ere drawn by horfes out of the 
welt loch into that of the call:, to avoid the dangers of the Mull of Cantyre, fo dreaded 
and fo little known was the navigation round that promontory. Ir is the opinion of 
many that thefe little ilthmiSfcs, fo frequently ftiled Tarbat in North Britain, took their 
name Irom the above circumltance ; tarruing fignifying to draw, and bata, a boat. 'I'hiG 
too might be called, by way of prc-eiuincnce, the tarbat, from a very fmgular circum- 
llaiice related by Torheus J. When Magnus the Barefooted, King of Norway, ob- 
tained from Donald-bane ol Scotland the ceflTion of the wellern ifles, or all thofe places 
that could be furrounded in a boat, he added to them the peninfula of Cantyre by this 
fraud : he placed himfelf in the item of a boat, hehl the rudder, was drawn over this 
narrow trad, and by this fpccics of navigation wrefted the country from his brother 
monarch. 

In the afternoon attempt to turn out, but am driven back by an aJvcrfe gale. 

9 

* Vide Tour of 1769, iftcd, p C15. aded. p. aaS. f Hift. Oread. -73. 
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June 20. Get out early in the morning into the fame expanfe as before : land on 
Inch-Bui, or the yellow ille ; an entire rock, covered with the lichen parietinus. Sail 
by Inch-Skaite ; aniufcd by the fporting of foals. Hail •a finall filhing-hoat, in order 
to purchafe fome of its cargo : am anfwcred by the owner that he would not fell any, 
but that part was at my forvice ; a piece of gencrolity of greater merit, as in this fcarcc 
feafon the fubftance of the whole family depended on the good fortune 0/ the day. 
Thus in the fe parts hofpitality is found even among the mod indigent. 

hloft of the morning was palled in a dead calm : in the afternoon fucceeded brilk 
gales, but from points not the mod favourable, which occafionecl frequent lacks in 
fight of port : in one broke our top-fail yard. During thefe variations of our courfe, 
had good opportunity of obferving the compofition of the ille of Arran : a feries of vad 
mountains, running in ridges acroi's the whole; their tops broken, ferrated, or fpiring ; 
the fummit of GoatHeld riling far above the red, and the fidcs of all doping towards the 
water edge ; a feene, at this didance, of favage dcrility. 

Another calm within two miles of land : take to the boat, and approach Loch- 
Raniiia, a fine bay, at the north end of the ille of Arran, where I land in the evening. 
The approach was magnificent : a fine bay in front, about a mile deep, having a ruined 
cadle near the lower end, on a low far projedbing neck of land, that forms another har- 
bour, with a narrow pafliige; but within has three fathom of w’ater, even at the lowed ebb. 
Beyond is a little plain watered by a dream, and inhabited by the people of a fmall village. 
The whole is environed with a theatre of mountains ; and in the back ground the fer- 
rated crags of Grianan-Athol foar above. 

Vifit the cadle, v^hich confids of two fquare parts united, built of red grit done ; in 
one room is a chimney-piece, and fire-place large enough to have roaded an ox ; but 
now drewed with the lliells of limpets, the hard fare of the poor people who occa-' 
lionally take refuge here. 

This fortrefs was founded by one of the Scottifli iponarchs, and is of fome antiquity ; 
for Fordun, who wrote about the year 1380, fpeaks of this and Brodie as royal cadles. 

The village of Ranza and a fmall church lie a little farther in the plain : the lad was 
founded and endowed by Anne Duchefs of Hamilton, in aid of the church of Kilbride, 
one of the two parifiies this great ifland is divided into. 

Am informed of a balking lhark that had been harpooned fome days before, and lay 
on the lliore on the oppofitc fide of the bay. Crofs over to take a view of a filh fo 
rarely to be met with in other parts of Great Britain, and find it a monder, notwith- 
ftanding it was much inferior in fize to others that arc fometiincs taken ; for there have 
been initancescf their being ’from thirty- fix to forty feet in length. 

This was twenty-feven feet four inches long. The tail confided of two unequal 
lobes ; the upper five feet long, the upper three. The circumference of the body 
great ; the Ikin cinereous, and rough. The upper jaw much longer than the lower. 
The teeth minute, diij:ofed in numbers along the jaws. Tlie eyes placed at only four- 
teen inches dillance from the tip of the nofe. The apertures to the gills very long, and 
furniflied with dpiners of the fubdance of whalebone. 

'J'hefe fid; are called in the Erfe' Cairban, by the Scotch Sail-filh, from the appearance 
of the dorfal fins ’above water. They inhabit mod parts of the wedern coads of the 
northern feas : Liiuia’us fays within the arftic circle ; they are found lower, on the 
coad of Norway, about the Orkney ides, the Hebrides, and on the coad of Ireland in 
the bay of Balifliannon, and on the Welch coads about Anglefea. They appear in the 
lirth in June in finall Ihoals of feven or eight, continue there till the end of July, and 

14 then 
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tlicn difappear. They are moft inoflcnfivc fife ; fe<^ either on exanguious marine ani- 
mals, or an algae, nothing being ever found in their ftomachs except fome diffolved 
greeniih matter. 

'I'hey fwim very deliberately with their two dorfal fins above water, and feem'qui- 
efeent as if afleep. 'J'hey are very tame or very ftupid, and permit the near approach 
of man : will fuffer a boat to follow them without accelerating their motion, till it comes 
ahnoft within contaft, when a harpooncr ftrikes his weapon into the fiih as near the 
gills as pofliblej but they are often f<i infenfible as not to move until the united ftrength 
of two men has forced in the harpoon deeper : as foon as they perceive themfelves 
wounded, thc'y fling up their tail aitd plunge headlong to the bottom, and frequently 
coil the rope round them in their agonies, attempting to difengage themfelves from the 
weapon by rolling on the ground, for it is often found greatly bent. As foon as they 
difeover that their efforts are in vain, they fwim away with amazing rapidity, and with 
fuch violence that a veflel of feventy tons has been towed by them again ft a fj-efh gale : 
they fometimes run off with two hundred fathoms of line, and with two harpoons in 
them ; and will find employ to the fifliers for twelve and foqactimes twenty-four hours 
before they are fubdued. When killed they are either hauled on fliorc, or if at a dif- 
tance, to the veflel’s fide. The liver(the only ufeful part) is taken out and melted into 
oil in veflels provided for that purpofe : a large fifh will yield eight barrels of oil, and 
two of fodiment, and prove a profitable capture. 

The coinniiffioners of forfeited eftates were at confidcrable expence in encouraging 
this fpccics of fifhery ; but the perfon they confided in moft ftiamefully abufed their 
goodnefs ; fo at prefent it is only attempted by private adventurers. 

Return, land again and walk through a pretty wood of fniall trees, up the fide of a 
hill that bounds the weftern fide of the bay. A gigantic frog *, of the fpecies called 
by Linnjcus, Bombina, prel'ented itfelf on the path. In the courfe of our ramble, fall 
in with the manfe, or minifter’s habitation ; pafe a cheerful evening with him, and meet 
with a hearty welcome, and the beft fare the place could afford. Return to our fhip, 
which had anchored in the bay. 

June ai. Procure horfes, and (accompanied by Mr. Lindfay, the minifter) ride up 
the valley, crofs the little’river Ranza, and leave that and a corn-mill on the right. 
Afcend the fteeps of the barren mountains, with precipices often on the one fide of our 
path, of which our obftinate fteeds preferred the very margin. See to the weft the 
great crags of Grianan-Athol, with eagles foaring over their naked fummits. Pafs 
through woods of birch, fmall, weather-beaten, and blafted : defeend by Mac farlane’s 
Cam, crofs the water of Sannocks, near the village of the fame name : fee a low mo- 
numental lione ; keep aloflg the eaflern coaft ; hear a fermon preached beneath a tent 
formed of fails on the beach ; the congregation numerous, devout, and attentive, feated 
along the fhorc, forming a groupe pifturefque and edifying. 

Dine at the Corry,a fmall houfe belonging to a gentleman of Ayrfhire, who vifitsthis 
place for the benefit of goats whey. 

Much barrennefs in the morning’s ride: on the mountains were gre^it maffes of inoor- 
ftone ; on the fhore, mill-ftone and red grit-ftone. * . , 

The i^de is continued along the coaft beneath low cliffr, whofe fummits were cloathcad 
with heath that hung from their margins, and feeined to diflil fhowers of cryftalline 
water from every leaf, the eflEeft of the various fprings above. Meet a flock of goats, 
flapping along the fhorc, attended by their herdfman ; and obferved them colleQingas* 
they went, and chewing with great delight, the fea plants. Reach * 

* Vide Enumeration of Animals and Plants, No. 251. 
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' Brodiecaftle, featsd on an eminence amidft flomifliing plantations, above a fmall hay, 
open to the eaft. This place has not at prefent much the appearance of a fortrefs, 
having been modernized ; is inhabited by the Duke of Hamilton’s agent, wlio enter- 
tained me with the utinoft civility. It is a place of much antiquity, and feems to have 
been the fort held by the Kngliih under Sir John Hadings in 1306, when it was I'ur- 
prifed by the partizans of Robert Brace, and the garrifon put to the fword. ' It war. 
demolilhcd in 1456 by the Earl of Kofs, in the reign of Jam.s II. ; is faid to have been 
rebuilt by James V., and to have been garrifoned in the time of Cromwell’s ufurpation. 
Few are the records preferved of tliefe diiiant places, therefore very wide mu it be their 
hiftoric gaps. 

Arran, or properly Arr-inn, or the illand of mountains', feems not to have been no- 
ticed by the ancients, notwithllanding it muft have been known to the Romans, whofa 
navy, from the time of Agricola, had its ftation in the Glota ihiluarium, or the firth of 
Clyde: Camden indeed makes this ifland the Glota of Antonine,but no fuch name occurs 
in his itinerary ; it therefore was beftowed on Arran by foine of his commentators. 

By the imnienfc cairns,i^he vaft monumental Rones, and many reliques of druidifm, 
this iflnnd muit have been confiderable in very ancient times. H-tc are dill traditions 
of the hero hingal, or Fin-mac-coul, who is fuppofed here to have enjoyed the pleal'ures 
of the chace ; and many places retain his name : but I can difeover nothing but oral 
hiftoi7 that relates to the ifland, till the time of Magnus the Barefooted, the Norwegian 
vidor, who probably included Arran in his conqueds of Cantyre *. If he did not con- 
quer that ifland, it was certainly included among thofe that Donald-banc was to cede ; 
for it appears that Achofs one of the fucceflfors of Magnus, in 1263, laid claim to 
Arran, Bute, and the Cumrays, in confequence of that promife : the two firft he fubdued, 
but the defeat he met with at Largs foon obliged him to give up his conqueds. 

Arran was the property of the crown : Robert Bruce retired here during his dif- 
trelTes, and met with proteftion from his faithful vaflTals : numbers of them followed 
his fortunes i and after the battle of Bannockbourn he rewarded feveral, fuch as the 
Mac-cooks, Mac-kinnons, Mac-brides, and Mac-louis, or Fullertons, with different 
charters of lanls in their native country. All thefe are now abforbed by this great 
family, except the Fullertons and a Stuart, defeended from a fon of Robert 111 ., who 
gave him a fettlement here. In the time of the Dean of the ides, his dcicendant pof- 
feflTcd cadle Douan ; and “ he and his bluid,” fays the dean, ** are the bed men in that 
countrey.” 

The manner in which Robert Bruce difeovered his arrival to his friends, is fo de- 
feriptive of the fimplicity of the times, that it merits notice, in the very words of the 
faithful okl poet, hidorian of that great prince : 

The King then blew his horn in I7, 

•And gari his men that were liim by. 

Hold them ft ill in prmiic : 

And fyn again l»is horn blew he : 

James of Dowglas heard him blow. 

And Will the biall foon can he know : 

And laid furelie yon is the King, 

I ken him well by his blowing : 

The third time therewith als he blew. 

And then ".ir Robert Boyde him knew, 

And faid, yon is the King but dreed, 

Go wc will forth to him good fpccd. Barbour* 

f Buchanan, lib. vll. c. 6 z» 
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About the year 1334 this ifland appears to have formed part of the eftate of Robert 
Stuart, great Reward of Scotland, afterwards Robert II. At that time * the inhabitants 
took arms to fupport the caufe of their mailer, who afterwards, in reward, not onlv 
granted at their requeft an immunity from their annual tribute of corn, but added fs- 
veral new privileges, and a donative to all the inhabitants that were prefent. 

In 1456 the whole ifland was ravaged by Donald Earl of Rofs, and lord of the ifles. 
At that period it was IHll the property of James II. ; but in the reign of his fuccelTor, 
James 111., when that monarch matened his lifter to Thomas Lord Boyde, he created 
him Earl of Arran, and g%ve him the ifland as a portion : foon after, on the difgrace of 
that family, he caufed the countefs to be divorced from her unfortunate hulband ; and 
bellowed both the lady and ifland on Sir James Hamilton) in w'hofe family it continues 
to this time, a very few farms excepted.. 

Arran is of great extent, being twenty-three miles from Sgreadan point north to 
Beinnean fouth ; and the numbers of inhabitants are about feven thoufand, who chiefly 
inhabit the coafts ; the far greater part of the country being uninhabitable by reafon 
of the vaft and barren mountains. Here are only two parilhes, Kilbride and Kiimorc, 
with a fort of chapel of cafe to each, founded in the laft century, in the golden age of 
this ifland, wheiiTt was bleft with Anne Duchefs of Hamilton, whofe amiable dilpontion 
and humane attention to the welfare of Arran, render at this diftant time her memory * 
dear to every inhabitant. Blelfed pre-eminence ! when power and inclination to diffufe 
happinefs edneur in perfons of rank. 

I'hc principal mountains of Arran are. Goat-field, or Gaoii-bheinn, or the mountain 
of the winds, of a height equal to moft of the Scottilh Alps, compofed of immcnle piles 
of moor-ftone, in form of woolpacks, cloathed only with lichens and mofles, inhabited 
by eagles and ptarmigans. Bcinn-bbarrain, or the lharp-pointed ; Ceum-na-caillicb, 
thc'ftep of the carline or old hag; and Grianan- Athol, that yiblds to none in rug- 
gednefs. 

The lakes are Loch-jorfa, where falmon come to fpawn ; Loch-tana ; I.och'na-h- 
•jura, on the top of a high hill ; Loch-mhachrai, and Loch-knoc-a-charbeil, full of large 
cels. The chief rivers are, Abhan-mhor, Moina-mhor, Slaodrai-niachrai, and Jorfa ; 
the two laft remarkable for the abundance of laliuon. 

The quadrupeds are very few : only otters, wild cats, fhrew mice, rabbits, and bats ; 
the flags which ufed to abound arc now reduced to about a dozen. The birds are 
eagles, hooded crows, wild pigeons, ftarcs, black game, grous, ptarmigans, daws, green 
plovers, and curlews. Mr. Stuart, in attending Goat-field, found the fecondary fea- 
ther of an eagle, white with a brown fpot at the bafe, which feemed to belong to fome 
unknown fpecics. It may*be remarked that the partridge at prefent inhabits this ifland, 
a ])roof of the advancement of agriculture. 

I'lie climate is very fevere : for befides the violence of winds, the cold is very rigo- 
rous ; and fnow lay here in the vallics for thirteen weeks of the laft winter. In fummer 
the air is remarkably faKrbrious, and many invalids refort here on that account, and to 
drink the whey of goats milk. 

The principal dil'cafe here is the pleurify : fmaJl-jiox, mqaCes, and dhin-cough vifit the 
ifland once in feven or eight years. The praftice of bleeding twice cvery*ycar feeins to 
have been intended as a preventative againft the pleurify ; but it is now performed with 
•the utmoft regulaVity at fpring and fall. The Duke of Hamilton keeps a furgeon in 
pay, w'ho At thole feafons makes a tour of the ifland. On notice of his approach, th-e* 

• Boethius, 318. 
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inhabitants of each farm alTemblc in the open air, extend their arms, and are bled into 
a hole made in the ground, tin? conimon receptacle of the vital fluid. 

In burning fevers a tea of wood forrel is ufed with fuccefs, to allay the heat. 

An infufion of raml'dns, or .illiuin urliiium in brandy, is cflccmed here a good remedy 
for the gravel. 

The men are ftrong, tall and well made ; all fpeak the Isrfe language, but the ancient 
habit i.s entirely laid afule. 'I heir diet is chiefly potatoes and meal ; and during winter 
fome dried mutton or goat is added to their hard fare. A deep dejedion appears in 
general through the countenances of all ; no time can be fpared for lunnfoment of any 
kind ; the whole being given for procuring the means of paying their rent, of laying in 
their fuel, orjRtting a fcanty pittance of meat and cloathing. 

The leafes ofjfcrms are nineteen years. The fucceeding tenants generally find the 
ground little better than a caput moriuum ; and for this reafon, fltould they at the ex- 
piration of the leafe leave the lands in a good ftate, fome avarici<ms neighbours would 
have the preference in the next fetting, by olK-ring a price more th m the perfon who 
had expended part of his fubftance in enriching the farm could polRbly do. This in- 
duces them to leave it in the original (late. 

The method of letting a farm is very fingular ; each is commonly polTelTed by a 
number of finall tenants j thus a farm of forty pounds a year is occupied by eighteen 
different people, who by their leafes are bound, conjundly and fevcrally, for the pay- 
ment of the rent to the proprietor. Thefe live in the farm in houfes cluflercd together, 
fo that each farm appears like a little village. The tenants annually di\ide the arable 
land by lot ; each has his ridge of land, to which he puts his mark, fuch as he would 
do to any writing ; and this fpecics of farm is called run-rig, i. e. ri(La\ They join in 
ploughing : every one keeps a horfe or more ; and the number of thofe animals con- 
fume fo much corn as often to occafion a fcarcity ; the corn and peas raifed being (much 
of it) defigned for their fubfiflence, and that of the cattle, during the long winter. The 
pallure and moor-land annexed to the farm is common to all the pofleflbrs. 

All the farms are open. Inclofures of any form, except in two or three places, are 
quite unknown ; fo that there muft be a great lofs of time in preferving their corn, &c. 
from, trefpafs. The ufual manure is fea plants, coral, and fltells. 

'I’he run-rig farms are now difeouraged ; but fince the tenetnents are fet by roup, or 
auction, and advanced by an unnatural force to above double the old rent, without any 
allowance for inclofing ; any example fet in agriculture ; any fecurity of tenure, by 
lengthening the leafes, afl'airs will turn retrograde, and the farms relapfe -into their old 
(late of rudenefs ; migration will increale (for it has begun), and the rents be reduced 
even below their former value : the late rents were fcarce twelve hundred a year ; the 
expeGed rents three thoufand. 

The produce of the ifla^d is oats, of which about five thoufand bolls, each equal to 
nine Winchefter bufliels, are fown : five huiured of bean.s, a few peas, and above a 
thoufand bolls of potatoes, are annually fet ; notwithflanding tnis, five hundred bolls of 
oat-meal are annually imported to fubfifi the natives. 

The live (lock of the iiland is 3183 milch coVs j 2000 cattle, from one to three years 
old ; 1658 norfes ; 1500 (heep ; and 500 goats ; many of the two laft are killed at 
Michaelmas, and dried for winter proviuon, or fold at Greenock. The cattle are fold 
from forty to fifty (hillings per head, which brings into the ifland about* 1 200I. per annum : 
* I think that the fale of horfes alfo brings in about 300I. Hogs were introduced here 
only two years ag6. The herring-filhery round the ifland brings in 300I. ; the fale of 
hening-ncts tool, j and that of thread about 300I., for a good deal of flax is fown 

8 here. 
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here. Thefe are the exports of the ifland ; but the money that goes out for mere ne« 
ceflaries is a melancholy drawback. 

1 he women maiiUi'atture the wool for the cloathing of their families ; they fet t^e 
potatoes, and drefs and Ipin the flax ; they make butter for exportation, and cheefe for 
their own u^'^ 

The inhabitants in general are fober, religious, and induftrious ; great pait of the 
fumnier is employed in getting peat for fuel, the only kind in ufc here ; or in building 
or repairing tiieir lioufes, for the badnefs of the materials requires annual repairs : be- 
fore and after harvcll they ar * bufiod in the herring-fifliery ; and during winter the men 
make their herring-nets ; while the women are employed in fpinning their linen and 
woollen yarn. Th(? light they often ufe is that of lampsi From the beginning of 
hebruary to the end oi May, if the weather permits, they are engaged in labouring 
their ground : in autumn they burn a great quantity of fern to make kelp ; fo that, 
excepting at new-year’s-day, at marriages, or at the two or thiee fairs in the illand, 
they have no leifure for any ainufenients } no wonder is there then at their depreflion 
of fpirits. 

This forms part of the county of Bute, and is fubjeft to the fame fort of government : 
but bcfides,jultice is adminiftered at the baron’s baily-court, who has power to fine as 
high as twenty fliillings ; can decide in matters of property, not exceeding forty Ihil- 
lings ; can imprifon for a month : and put delinquents into the ftocks for three hours, 
but that only during day time. 

June 22. Take a ride into the country ^ defeend into the valley at the head of the 
bay; fertile in barley, oats, and peas. See two great ftones,inform of columns, fet 
eredi, but quite rude ; thefe are common to many nations ; are frequent in North 
Wales, where they are -called Maiu-hirion, i. e. tall ftoncs, Meini-gwir, or men pillars, 
and Lleche : are frequent in Cornwall, and are alfo found in other parts of our ifland : 
their ufe is of great antiquity ; arc mentioned in the Mofaic writings as ntemorials of 
the dead, as monuments of friendlhip, as marks to diiiinguiih places of worlhip, or of 
folenin afl'emblies *. The northern nations erefted them to perpetuate the memory of 
great adtions, fuch as remarkable duels ; of which there are proofs both in Denmark 
and in Scotland ; and the number of Itones was proportionable to the number of great 
men who fell in the fight f: but they were bcfides-eredled merely as fepulchral for per- 
fons of rank who deferved well of their country. 

Not far from hence is a (lone, the’ moll fingular that I ever remember to havefeen, 
and the only- one of the kind that ever fell within my obfervation : this lies on the ground, 
is twelve feet long, two broad, one thick ; has at one end the rude attempt to carve a 
head and (boulders, and tvas certainly the firft deviation from the former fpecics of 
monument; the firll eflay to give to (tone a rcfemblance to the human body. All 
that the natives fay of this, that it was placed over a giant, and is called Mac Bhrdlchia’s 
(tone. 

Afcend a deep hill, with vaft gullies on the fide ; and, on defeending, arrive in a 
plain inhabited by curlews, reforting there to breed, and which flew round our heads 
like lapwings. At a place called Moni-quil is a fm^l circle of fmall lloneg, placed clofe 
to each other: whether a little druidical place of worihip, or of alTcmbiy; or whether 

* Jolhua, xxiv. 

f Wormii Monun. Dan. 62 , 6 }. Bocthiua. Scot, frife. et Recentes Mores, 10. 

^ Hift. Scot. ao. 
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a £unily place of fepulture, as is ufual * with the northern nations, is not eafy to 
termine. If an urn is found in the centre of this coronet, as is not uncommon, the 
doubt will ceafe. 

Pafs by the river Machrai, flowing through a rocky channel, which, in one part has 
worn through a rock, and left fo contrafted a gap at the top as to form a very eafy 
ftep a>crofs. Yet not long ago a poor woman in the attetnpt, after getting one 'foot 
'bver, was (truck with fuch horror at the tremendous torrent beneath, that flic remained 
for foine hours in that attitude, not daring to bring her other foot over, till fome kind 
palTenger luckily came by, and ailiiled her out of her diflrefs. 

Arrive at Tormore, an extenfive plain of good ground, but quite in a (late of na* 
ture : fecpis formerly to have been cultivated, for there appear feveral veftiges of dikes, 
which might have ferved as boundaries. There is a tradition that in old times the 
Ihores were covered with woods ; and this was the habitable part. 

The want of trees in the internal part at prefent, and the kindly manner in which 
they grow about Brodie, favour this opinion. 

On this plain are the remains of four circles, in a line, extending N. E. by S. W.; 
very few (tones are (landing to pcrfefl the inclofure, but thofe are of a great fize ; and 
(land remote from each other. One is fifteen feet high and eleven in circumference. 
On the outfide of thefe circles are two others : one dilfers from all I have feen, con- 
fiding of a double circle of doncs and a mound within the lefler. Near thefe are the 
reliques of a done ched, formed of five flat Hones, the length of two yards in 
the infidc : the lid or top is lod. In the middle of thefe repofitories was placed the 
urn filed with the aflies of the dead to prevent its being broken ; or to keep the earth 
from mixing with the burnt remains. In all probability there had been a cairn or Iieap 
of dones above. 

By the number of the circles ; and by their fequeftred fituation, this feems to have 
been facred ground. Thefe circles Were formed tor religious purpofes : Boethius re- 
lates, that Maiuus, fon of Fergus I. a redorer and cultivator of religion after the 
Egyptian manner (as he calls it) indituted feveral new and folemn ceremonies : and 
caufed great dones to be placed in form of a circle ; the larged was fiiuated towards the 
fouth, and ferved as an altar for the facrifices to the immortal gods f. Boethius is right 
in part' of his account: but the obje0: of the worlhip w'as the funj, and what con- 
firms this, is the fituation of the altar pointed towards that luminary in his meridian 
glory. In this place the altar and many of the dones are lod : probably carried to 
build houfes and dikes not very remote from the place. 

At a finall didance farther is a cairn of a mod (lupendous fize, formed of great 
pebbles : which are preferved froth being feattered about by a circle of large dones, 
that furround the whole bafe : a circuindance fometimes ufual in thefe monumental 
heaps §. 

Dcfcend through a narrow cleft of a rock*to a part of the weftern (hore called 
Drum-an*duin, or the ridge of the fort, from a i*ound tow’er that (lands above. T he 
beach is bounded by cliffs of whitilh grit done, hollowed beneath into vaft caves. The 
mod remarkable ate thofe of J'ln-nxic-cuil, or Fingal, the fon of Cumhal, the father of 

• Olaus Magnus, lib. i. c. i 6 - Various circles of this nature are engraven in Dahlberg's Snecia Hodierna 
et Antiqua, tab. io{- Other very curious antiquities fimilar to thefe, arc preferved in tab. c8o,2(ii. jiy. 
222, ami tat. 

^ I Do'.thius, lib. it. p. 15. ^ Do&or Maepherfon, p. 31^, and Mr. Maepherfon, p. i<j2, 

^ BorlafcAntiq. Curb wall, tab. xvti. ng..f. 
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Oflian, who, tratclition fays, refided in this ifland for the fake of hunting. One of 
tiiefe caverns is a hundred and twelve feet long, and thirty high, narrowing to the top 
like a Gothic arch ; towards the end it branches into two : wi hin tlicf; two recedes, 
which penetrate far, are on each fide fcvcral fmall hoLs, oppofite to each other : in 
thefe were placed tranverfe. beams, that held the pots in which the heroes feethed their 
yenifon ; or probably, according to the mode of the times, the bags • formed of the (kins 
of animals flain in the chace, which were filled with flefli, and ferved as kettles fuffi- 
ciently ftrong to warm the contents ; for the heroes of old devoured their meat half 
raw t, holding, that the juices contained the beft nouriflimenf. 

On the front of the divifion between thefe recefies, and on one fide, are various very 
rude figures, cut on the fione, of men, of animals, and of a clymore or two-handed 
fword : but whether thefe were the amufements of the Fingallian age, or of after-times, 
is not cafy to be afeertained ; fol* cave's were the retreats of pirates as well as heroes. 
Here arc fevcral other hollows adjacent, which are Ihewn as the ftahle, cellars and 
dog-kennel of the great Mac-cuil : one cave, which is not honoured with a name, is 
remarkably fine, of great extent, covered with a beautiful flat roof, and very well 
lighted by two auguft arches at each end : through one is a fine perfpedive of the pro- 
montory Carn-baan, or the white heap of Hones whofe fide exhibits a long range of 
columnar rocks (not bafaliic) of hard grey whin ftone, refting on a horizontal ftra- 
tiim of red ftone : at the extremity one of the columns is infulated, and forms a fine 
obelifk. 

After riding fome time along the ftiorc, afeend the promontory : on the fummit is an- 
ancient retreat, fecured on the land fide by a great dike of loofe ftoncs, that inclofes the 
acceflible part j w'ithin is a fingle ftone, fet ereft ; perhaps to mark the fpot where the 
chieftain held his council, or from whence he delivered his orders. 

From this ftone is a fine view of Cantyre, the wellern fide of Arran, being feparated’ 
from it by a ftrait about eight miles wide. 

Leave the hills, and fee at Feorling another ftupendous cairn, a hundred and four- 
teen feet over, and of a vaft height ; and from two of the oppofite fides are two vaft 
ridges ; the whole formed of rounded ftones, or pebbles, brought from the (hores. 
Thefe iimnenfc accumulations of ftones are the iepulchral proteftions of the heroes 
among the ancient natives of our iflands : the ftone-cheft, the repofitory of the urns and 
allies, are lodged in the earth beneath j fometimes one, fometimes more, are found thus 
depofited ; and I have one inftance of as many as feventcen of thefe ftone chefts being dif- 
covered under the fame cairn. The learned have aftigncd other caufes for theie heaps 
of ftones ; have fuppofed them to have been, in times of inauguration, the places 
where the chieftian cleft ftbod to flicw himfelf to the beft advantange to the people ; or 
the place IVom whence judgment was pronounced ; or to have been erefted on the 
r»ad fide in honour of Mercury ; or to have been formed in memory of foine folemn 
coinpaft J. Thefe might have been the rcafons, in forae inftances, where the evidences 
of Hone chvlls and urns arc wanting j but thofe generally are found to overthrow all 
other fyllems. 

Thefe piles may be juftly fuppofed to have been *propoftioned in flze to the rank of 
the perfon, or to his popularity : ilie people of a whole diftrift aflembled* to ftiew their 
refpeft to the deccafed, and, by an aftive honouring of his memory, foon accumulated 
heaps equal to thole that aftonilh us at this time. But thefe honours were not merely 
thole of the day ; as long as the memory of the deceafed exifted, not a paffenger went* 

^ Major, lib. v. p. 215. f Boethius Mores Scot, il. 

I Vide Kowluud’d Moh. Ant. co. Borlafe Aniiq. Cornwall, 209. 
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by without adding a (lone to the heap ; they fuppofcd it would be an lionour to the 
dead, and acceptable to his manes. 

Quanquan feHinaSt non eft Tnor;i louga : liceblt 
liijeAo ter piilvcre, curras. 

To this moment there is a proverbial expreflion among the Highlanders allufiv£ to 
the old prartice: a fuppliant will tell his patron, “ Curri mi clorh er do charne I 
will add a done to your cairn, meaning, when you arc no mere I will do all poflible 
honour to your memory. 

'I here was another I’pccies of honour paid to the chieftains, that t belicv'c is ftill re- 
tained in this ifland, but the reafon is quite loll : that of fwcaring by his name, and pay- 
ing as great a refpeft to that as to the moll facred oath f : a familiar one in Arrati is, 
by Nail : it is at prefent unintelligible, yet is fufpeded to have been the name of fome 
ancient hero. 

Thefe cairns are to be found in all parts of our iflands, in Comw'all, Wales, and all 
parts of North Britain; they -.ere in ufe among the northern nations ; Dahlberg, in 
his 323d plate has given the figure of one. In Wales they are called Carneddau ; but 
the proverb taken from them, with us, is not of the complimental kind : “ Kara ar dy 
ben,” or, a cairn on your head is a token of imprecation. 

Dine at Skeddag, a fmall hamlet ; after dinner, on the road fide, fee, in Shilkin or 
Seafgain church yard, a tomb done called that of St. Maol Jos, that is, the fervant of 
Jesus. The faint is reprefented in the habit of a pried, with a chalice in his hands, 
and a crofier by him : the (lone was broken about half year ago by fomc facrilcgious 
Icllbw, ill fearch of treafure ; but an iflander, who dood by, aflured me, that the at- 
tempt did not go unpuniflied, for foon after the audacious wretch was vifitcd with a 
broken leg. 

St. Maol-Jos was a companion of St. Cnlumba: the lad chofe Jona for the place of 
his refidonce ; this faint fixed on the little ifland of Lamlafli, and officiated by turns at 
Shitkin, where he died at the age of a hundred, and was there interred. 

In this evening’s ride pafs by fome farms, the only cultivated trad in the internal 
parts of the country ; faw one of forty pounds a year, which Jiad fixty acres of arable 
land annexed to it. Am iinformcd that the general fize or value of farms was eight or 
nine pounds a year. 

Return to Brodie cafllc. 

June 23. Take a ride to vifit other parts of theilland: go through the village 
of Brodie, at a fmall dillance beneath the cafile. Vifit GIcneloy, a plain, on which arc 
five earthen tumuli, or barrows, placed in a row, with another on the outfide of them : 
on the top of one is a depnifiion, orhbllowr; on that of' another is a circle of doncs, 
whofc ends jud appear above the earth. Thefe are probably the memorial of fome 
battle : the common men were placed beneath the plain barrows ; the leaders under 
thofe didiriguifhcd by the doncs. 

Pafs by the ruins of Kirk-michcl chapel : vifit Mr.' Fullerton, defeended from the 
Mac-Louis, originally a Fretich fatjiily, but fettled in this ifland near feven hundred 
years. He is* one of the le/TeV proprietors of this ifland ; his farm is neat, well culti- 
vated, and inclofcd with very thriving hedges. Robert Bruce, out of gratitude for 
the proteflion he received from this gcntleman*s ancednr, Fergus Fullerton, gave 
Jiim a charter dated at Arnele, Nov. 26, in the 2d year of his reign, for the lands of 
Killmichtl and Arywhonyne, or Straitb<ougbliun, which arc dill in the family. 

* Dcfior Maepherfon, 319. 'f Boethius, lib. l•p•4• 


A mile 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 8O5 

i^mile farther is a retreat of the ancient inhabitants, called Torr-an-fehian caftle, 
furrounded with a great ftone dike. Here Robert Bruce flieltcred hiinfelf for foine. 
time, under the proteftion of Mac-Louis. 

'j'wo miles farther eaft, near the top of a great hill Dunfuin, on the brrAv, is a great 
ftratmii of moft Angular ftone, of a dull black-green call, finooth glolTy liuface, (hat- 
tery in its compofition, femi-tranfparcnt, in fniall pieces, and of a moll vitreous appear' 
ance : it fometimes breaks into forms rather regular, and like thofe of that Ipecies called 
Iceland cryftal ; but cannot be reduced to that tlafs, as it ftrikes fire with ftcel, and re- 
fufes to ferment with acids. Some pieces, more mature, break like glafs ; of wiiich it 
feejns an impcrfe£l fpecies, Icfs pure than the Iceland agate *, and like that to have 
been the effi .61 of a volcano. 

The other foflil produdlions of this ifland, that I had an opportunity of feeing, were. 

An iron ore. Bolus inartialis, Cronflcd, fee.. 87, 207. 

A ruoft ponderous white fpar, in ail probability containing lead, found near Sannox. 

The (lone called Breccia quartzofa, Cronflcd, feft. 275. 

Schifius ardefia of IJnnajus, p. 38. No. 5. A fine iiiiooth black kind of flate. 

Granites durus grifeus of Cronflcd, fe£l. 270, No. 26. Like our Cornifh moor- 
ftonc, but the particles finer. 

Very fine and large black cryflals, that would be ufeful to feal-cutters and lapidaries. 

Great variety of beautiful Sardonyxes ; and other beautiful ftones indiferiminately 
called Scotch pebbles. 

A coal mine has formerly been worked near the Cock of Arran, at the N. end of the 
ifland. The cr.al had all the qualities of that of Kilkenny, and might prove of the u’t- 
inofl benefit to iliis country, was the work purl'ued ; not only as it might prove the 
tnttms of refloriiig the falt-pans, which formerly flourifhed here, but be of the utmoll 
benefit to agricultuiv, in burning the lime-ftonc which abounds in m.any parts. 

In the courfe of my ride, on the other fide of the hill of Dunfuin, facing the bay of 
Lamlaf'h, fiiw, on the road fide a cairn, of a different kind to what I had fecn before : 
it was large, of an oblong form, and compofed like the others of round ftones : but 
along the top was a flries of cells, fome entire, but many fallen in ; each was covered 
w ith a fingle flat Hone of a great fize, refling on others upright, that ferved as fupports ; 
but I could not count them by rcafon of the lapfe of the IcfTcr ftone.'!. Doftor Borlaf’e 
fays, that in Cornwall the number of 'upright ftones arc three j but in Wales they 
fometimes exceed that number. 

Thel'e cells are called in Wales, Cromlch and Ccfl va en or ftone chefts : arefpoken 
of largely by Mr. Rowland ti and by Dotfor Borlafe, and by Wormius§ , under 
th^^namc of Ara, or altjr : the firft is divided in his opinion, for he partly inclines to 
the notion of their having been altars, partly to their having been fepulchres : he fup- 
pofes them to have been originally tombs, but that in after-times facrificcs were per- 
formed on them to the heroes depofited in them : but there can be doubt of the former. 
Mr. Key Her preferves an account of King Harold having been interred beneath a tomb 
of this kind in Denmark : but Mr. Wright difeovered in Ireland a fkcleton depofited be- 
neath one of thefe Cromlch (). The great fimilarity of the monuipcnts throughout the 
north, evinces the famenefs of religion to have b*een fpread in every p^rt, perhaps with 
fome flight deviations. Many of thefe monuments are both Britifh andDanifii ; for we 
find them where the Danes never penetrated. It muft not be forgotten, that at one end 

* Pumex vitreus, Lin. fyft. iti. i8z. t + 3 . fsij, &c. 
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of the cairn in queftion are feveral great (tones, fome extending beyond the cairn ; and 
on one fide is a targe ereft (lone, perhaps an objefl of worihip. 

Return near the Ihore at the head of Brodic bay, and fee a va(l (Iratum of coral and 
(hells, the gift of the Tea fome ages ago, fome part being covered with peat. 

June 34. In the afternoon leave Brodic cafile, crofs a hill, defcend by the village of 
Kilbride, and reach the harbour of Lamlalh, where our velTel lay at anchor in the fiifed 
port in the univerfe, a port perfe£lly Virgilian : 

Hic I'nfubi portum 
Efficit objcdu laterum, 

a beautiful femilunar bay forms one part : while the lofty iHand of Lamlalh extending 
before the mouth fecures it from the ea(l winds : leaving on each fide a fafe and eafy 
entrance. The whole circumference is about nine miles •, and the depth of the water is 
fufficient for the larged (hips. This is a place of quarantine : at this time three mer« 
chantmen belonging to Glafgow lay here for that purpofe, each with the guard boat 
adem. 

In the bottom of the bay was a fine circular bafin or pier now in ruins ; the work of 
the good Dutchefs of Flamilton. 

- Land on the iiland of Lamlalh, a vad mountain in great part covered with heath ; but 
has a fufficient pallure and arable land to feed a few milch cows, (heep and goats, and to 
laife a little corn and a few potatoes. 

In the year 1 558, the Englilh fleet under the Earl of Suflex, after ravaging the coad 
of Canty re, at that time in polTellion of James Mac>comel, landed in this bay, and 
burned and dedroyed all the neighbouring country : proceeded aft^wards to Cumray, 
and treated it in the fame manner. 

Buchanan gives this the Latin name ofMolasand MolalTa, from its having been the 
retreat of St. Maol-jos: for the famereafon it is called the holy iiland, and Hellan 
Leneow *, or that of Saints, and fometimes Ard-na>molas. St. Maol-jos*s cave, the 
refidence of that holy man, his well of mod falutary water, a place for bathing, his 
chair, and the ruins of his chapel are (hewn to drangers ; but the walk is far from 
agreeable, as the iiland is greatly infeded with vipers. 

The Dean of the ides fays, that on this ifle of Molas was .foundit by John Lord of 
the ides aneMonadry of Friars which is decayit. But notwithdanding this, it contri* 
buted largely to the lupport of others on the main-land. I'hus Lamlalh and the lands 
round ^e bay ; and thofe from Corry to Loch-ranza, were annexed to the abbey of 
KiUwhihnin. And thofe of Shilkin, Kilmore, Torelin, and Benans to that of Sandale 
or Saddel in Cantyre. I imagine that i mud have feen the fite of it from the top of 
Cam baan : therefore take the liberty of mentioning it as having been a convent of 
Cillercians, founded by Reginaldus, Ton of Somerled, lord of the ides : the fame 
Somerled who was dain near Renfrew in 1 164. Here was alfo a cadle belonging to 
the fucceflbrs of that petty prince whofe owner Angus, lord of the ides, gave protect 
tion during his didrelTes to Robert Bruce. 

June 35. Weighed anchor at half an hour pad one in the morning, and going 
through the fouth paflage of the harbour, get into the middle of the Firth. Have a 
magnificent view on all fides of Arran and Lamlalh, and the coad of Cantyre on one 
fide ; and of the coalls of Cunningham and Carrick on the other. In front lay the 
hills of Galloway and the coad of Ireland ; and the vad crag of Ailfa, appearing here 


* Fordun. lib. ii. c. 10. 
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like an inclined hay.cock, rofe in the midft of the channel. In our courfe leave to 
the weft the little and low ifland of Plada* oppofite, and as if rent from that of Arran, 
a circumflatice the name from bladhan, to break, feetns to import. 

After a very tedious calm reach the crag of Ailfa, and. anchor on the N. F.. within 
fifty yards of the fide in twelve fathom water, gravelly bottom. On this fide is a 
fmall beach, all the reft is a perpendicular rock ror an amazing height, but from the 
edges of the precipice, the mountain affumes a pyramidal form ; the whole circum- 
ference of the bafe is two miles. On the eaft fide is a ftupendous and amazing af- 
feinblage of precipitous columnar rocks of great height rifing in wild feries one above 
the other ; beneath thefe, amidft the ruins that had fallen from time to time, are groves 
of elder trees, -the only trees of the place : the doping furface being almoft entirely 
covered with fern and fhort grafs. The quadrupeds that inhabit this rock arc goats 
and rabbits ; the birds that neftle in the precipices are numerous as fwarms of bees, 
and not unlike them in their flight to and from the crag. On the verge of the preci- 
pice dwell the gannets and the fhags. Beneath are guillemots, and the razor-bills, 
and under them the grey gulls and kittiwaks, helped by their cry to fill the deafen- 
ing chorus. The puffins made themfelves burroughs above, the fea-pi^ found a 
fcanty place for their eggs near the bafe. Some land birds made this their haunt : 
among them ravens, hooded crows, pigeons, wheat-ears and rock-larks ; and, what is 
wonderful, throttles exerted the fame melody in this feene of horror as they do in the 
groves of Hertfordfhire. 

Three reptiles appeared here very unexpeftedly : the naked black fnail, the com- 
mon and the ttriped fhell fnail ; not volunteer inhabitants, but probably brought in 
the falads of fome vifitants from the neighbouring fhores. 

'i'his rock is the property of the Earl of CafTils, who rents it for 33I. per ann. to 
people who come here to take the young gannets for the table, and the other birds for 
the fake of their feathers. The latt are caught when the young birds are ready for 
their flight. The fowler aicends the rocks with great hazard, is provided with a long 
rpd, funiifhed at the end with a fhort hair line with a running noofe. This he flings 
round the neck of the bird, hawls it up, and repeats it till he takes ten or twelve 
dozen in an evening •. 

Land on the beach, and And the ruins of a chapel, and the veftiges of places inha- 
bited by fifhermen who refort here during the feafon for the capture of cod, which 
abound here from January to April, on the great bank, which begins a little fouth of 
Arran, pafles this rock, and extends three leagues beyond. The fifh are taken with 
long lines, very little different from thofe deferibed in the third volume of the Br. 
Zoology : a repetition is unneceflary ; the flfh are dried and then iidted, but there are . 
feldom fufficient caught for foreign exportation. 

With much difficulty afeend to the cattle, a fquare tower of three ftories, each 
vaulted, placed pretty high on this only acceffible part of the rock. The path is nar- 
row, over a vatt flope, fo ambiguous that it wants but little of a true precipice: the 
walk is horrible, for the depth is alarming. It would have been thought that nothing 
but an eagle would have fixed his habitation here ; and probably it was fome chieftain 
not lefs an animal of rapine. The only mark of civilization t faw in the caffle was an 
oven } a conveniency which many parts of North Britain are yet ftrangers to. 

In 1597 one Barclay of Ladyland undertook the romantic defign of poifelfing him- ' 
fclf of this rock, and of fortifying it for the fervice of the Spaniards. He arriv^ there 


* 1 cannot learn where thefe feathen are died, 
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with a few aififtants, as he imagined, undifeovered ; but one day walkitig alone on the 
beach, he unexpeQedly encountered Mr. John Knox, wlio was feiu to apprehend him ; 
and the moment he faw the unfriendly party, in defpair, he ruflied into the fea, and 
put an end to his exiftence *. . 

Made a hearty dinner under the {hade of the caflle, and even at that height pro- 
cured fine water from a fpring within a hundred yards of the place. The view pt the 
bay of Girvan in Garrick, vithin nine miles, and that of Campbeltown, about twenty- 
two, bounded each fide of the Firth. 

The weather was fo hot that we did not afeend to the fuinmit, which is faid to be 
broad, and to have had on it a fmall chapel, defigned (as is frequent on the promon- 
tories of foreign Ihoros) ibr the devout feaman to offer up his prayer, qf fupplicatiou 
for a falc voyage, or of gratitude for a fafe return. 

In the evening return on board, and fleer towards Campbeltoun, but make very 
little way, by reafon of the flillnefs of the night. 

June 26. In tlie morning find ourfelves within nine miles of the town, having to the 
fouth (near the end of Cant yre) Sanda, or Avoyn, or ifland of harbours f, fo called 
from its being the ilation of the Daiiifli fleets, while that nation poflefreJ the 1 lebrldes , 
a high ifland, about two miles long, inhabited by four families. In Fordua’s time here 
was the chapel of St. Annian, and a fandluary for the refuge of critninals |. Near it is 
Sheep ifland ; and a mile to the call lies Peterfon’s rock, dreaded by mariners. The 
Mull, or extremity of Cantyre, lies at a fmall diflance beyond this groupc. 

Diredl Mr. Thompfon to carry the vefl’el round the Mull, and to w'ait under the 
the ille of Gigha. Take the boat, and make for Campbeltown ; after feven miles 
reach the mouth of the harbour, crofled by a fmall and high ifland, with a deep but 
narrrow paifage on one fide ; on the other, connedled to the land by a beach, dry at 
the ebb of the tides,^ and fo low, that ftrange fliips, miftaking the entrance, fometimes' 
run on Ihore. The harbour widens to a very confiderablc extent, is two miles in length, 
and of a confidcrable depth of water, even clofe to the. town, which lies at the bottom. 

Campbeltown is now a very confiderablc place, having rifen from a petty fifbing 
town toils prefent flourifliing flate in lefs than thirty years. About the year 1744 it 
had only t\%o or three fmall vcflels belonging tc» the port ; at prefent there are feventy- 
eight fail, from tv euty to eighty tons burthen, all built lor and employed in the herring- 
fifhery, and about eight hundred failors are employed to man them, 'i his town in 
fact was created by the fifliery, for it was appointed the place of rendezvous for the 
bufles ; two hundred and fixty have been feen in the harbour at once, but their num- 
ber declines fince the ill payment of the Ixiunty. 1 do not know the gradual incrcafe 
of the inhabitants here, but it ‘is computed that there are, feven thoufaud in the town 
and parifh. Two miiiillers officiate, befides another for the church of the feceders, 
called the Relief-houfe. This is a remarkable neat building, and quite ffiames that of 
the eilablilhed church*; was raifed l-y a voluntary fubferiptiun of 2300!. colleclcd 
chiefly among the pofterity of oppreffeJ natives of the LowKiiulr, encouraged to fettle 
here fin times of perfecution' by the Argyle family. Thel'e fuil keep theiufelves dif- 
tind from the ©Id inhabitant.s, retain the zeal of their anceilors, are i)bflinaicly averfe 
to patronage, but are ellceineJ the moll iaduflrious people in the country. 

The antient name of this place was Cean-loch-cbiile-Ciarain, or the end of the loch 
of St. Kerran, a faint of the neighbourhood. The country of which it is the capital, 

* Spotifvrood’s Hill of Scot p. 4p>and4i7. 

•f Bi.'cli jiian, lib. * 1 , 35. The Dean of the ille. c.ilTs it A voy u, fi j the arniles of D.-iima; I; cjllit iiuhcir 
Jeid, Havio. { Forduii, lib. ii. c. 10. ^ 
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is Cantyre, the moft foiithern part of Argylefliire j derived from Ceann, a head and 
tire of the land ; was the country of the Kpidii of the Romans, and the extremity, the 
Epidii proinontoriuin, now the Mull of Cantyre, noted for the violence of the advcrfe 
tides, compared to the force of a mill-race, from whence the modern name* Magnus 
the Barefooted made a conqueft of it, and added it to the Hebiidcs, making an iHand 
of it by the ratio ultima regum. Torficus fays, that the antieiU name was Saltiria, or 
Satiria, perhaps Norwegian *. 

This peniniula, from the Tarbat to the Mull, is above forty miles long, and from 
five to twelve miles broad : is hilly, but, comparative to other parts, cannot be called 
mountainous ; is open and in general naked, but near Campbeltown are fome thriving 
plantations. The counti7 is at prefent a mixture of heath and arable land ; the land is 
good, capable of bearing wheat, but little is raifed for want of mills to grind it ; either 
the inhabitants buy their flower from England, or fend the grain they have to be ground 
in the Ihire of Ayr. Much bear Is Town here, great quantities of potatoes railed, and 
near 800I. worth annually exported. Numbers of black cattle are reared, but 
chiefly killed at home, and failed for the ufe of the bufles at Campbeltown. Math 
butter and cheefe is made ; the laft large and bad. There are befides flieep and goats; 
the lafl: killed for winter provifion. 

Notwithflanding the quantity of bear raifed, there is often a fort of dearth : the 
inhabitants being mad enough to convert their bread into poifon, diftilling annually 
fix thoufand bolls of grain into whilky. This feems a modern liquor, for in old 
times the difiillation was from thyme, mint, anife t, and other fragrattt herbs, and ale 
was much in ufe with them. The former had the fame name with the ufquebaugh, 
or water of life ; but by Boethius’ account, it was taken with moderation. 

The Duke of Argyle, the principal proprietor of this country, takes great pains in 
difeouraging the pernicious practice ; and obliges all his tenants to enter into articles, to 
forfeit five pounds and the (till, in cafe they are dete£led in making this liqueur d'enfer ; 
but the trade is fo profitable that many perfifl: in it, to the great neglett of manufac- 
tures. Before this bufinefs got ground, the women were accullomed to fpin a great 
deal of yarn (for much flax is raifed in thefe parts) but at prefent they employ them- 
felves itj dillilliug, \thilo their hufbands are in the field. 

Rural economy is but at a low ebb here ; his Grace docs all in his power to promote 
that moll ufeful of arts, by giving a certain number of bolls of burnt lime to thofe 
who can flicw the largcll and bell fallow ; and allowing ten per cent, out of the rents 
to fuch farmers who hy out any money in folid impr ivements ; for example, in iii- 
clofing, and the like. The Duke alfo (hews much humanity in another inltance, by 
permitting his tenants, in’the places of his ellates where ftags inhabit, to deftroy them 
with impunity ; refigning that part of the antient chieftain’s magnificence, rather than 
beafts of chace fliould watte the bread of the poor. 

Cantyre was granted to the houfe of Argyle after a fupprettion of a rebellion of the 
Mac-donalds of the illes (and I fuppofe of this pcninfula; in the beginning of the laft 
century J, and the grant was afterwards ratified by parliament §. The antient inhabi- 
tants were the Mac-donalds, Mac-eachrans, Mac-kays, and Mac-maths. 

June 27. Take u ride along the weft fid? of the bay. See, in Kilkerran church- 
yard, feveral tombs of artificers, with the infiruments of their trades engraven ; amonglt 
others appear a goofe and ftiears, to denote that a taylor lay beneath. A little fur- 
, ther on the fiiore are the ruins of Kilkerran cattle, built by James V. when he vifited 

• Torfieus, 73 Koetliiu' dc M 'ribiis 3i 

‘I Br. Bioprnphv, m’. C Cmw rrbrrfs’f, i<;. 

this 



P&NMANT's second tour, in SCOTLAND. 


*.70 

this place in order to quell a rebellion : he was obliged to fly to it for proteftibn, and, 
as is faid, to abandon it to the fury of the infurgents, who took the fortrefs, and hung 
his governor. 

Turn to the fouth, and vifit fome caves in the rocks that face the Firth ; thefc are 
very magnifleent, and very various ; the tops are lofty, and refcmble Gothic arches ; . 
one has on all fldes a range of natural feats, another is in form of a crofs, with throe 
fine Gothic porticos, fur entrances ; this had been the refidence of St. Kerran, had 
formerly a wall at the entrance, a fecond about the middle, and a third far up, form* 
ing diflerent apartments. On the floor is the capital of a crofs, and a round bafon, 
cut out of the rock, full of fine water, the beverage of the faint in old times, and of 
Tailors in the prefent, who often land to drefs their visuals beneath this ftieller. An 
antient pair, upwards of foventy years of age, once made this their habitation for a 
confidcrable time. 

Return ; view the crols in the middle of the town : a mod beautiful pillar, richly 
ornamented with foliage, and with this infeription on one tide ; Hac : cji : crux : Do - . 
mini : Tvari : M : H : Eachyrna : quondam : Redoris : Kyrecan : ct : Dofnini : Andre : 
nati : ejus : Redoris de Kit: coman: qid hanc cruceni Jieri faciebai. Mr. Gordon (by 
report^ mentions this as a l.:ani(h obelilk, but does not venture the defeription as he, 
had npt opportunity of feeing it : his informant faid, that it was brought from Jona, 
which concurs with the tradition of this place. 

At night an admitted a freeman of Campbeltown, and, according to the cuflom of 
the place, confult the Oracle of the Bottle about my future voyage, aflifted by a nu- 
merous company of brother burgeffes. 

June 28. Leave Canibcltwwn with a full fenfc of all the civilities received there. 
Ride over a plain about five miles wide. See on the road fide a great wheel, defigned 
for the raifing water from the n<’ighbourIng collieries. The coal is eight feet thick, . 
dips one yard in five, and points N. E. by N. W. ; is fold on the bank for four fliil- 
liiigs per ton ; but fuificient is nut yet raifed for the ufe of the country. 

This plan is fruitful, pretty much inclofcd, and the hedges grow well j a great en- 
couragement for further experiments j the improve'* land - rented here irom fifteen 
to twenty (hillings an acre. » 

Obferve on the road fide the ruins of the chapel of Clll-chaovain, or Kil-chyvain ; 
within are fome old grave-fioncs, engrave with figures of a two-handed fwprd, and 
of dogs chafing a deer. 

Ride three miles along t* c fands of Machrai’-Shanaisbay, noted for the tremendour 
fize and roaring of its waves in (lormy feafons; and Li the 'ufs of many (hips, which, 
by reafon of tlie lowncfs of the land, are received into deflruflion. 

Dine at a tolerable houfeat Bar; vifit the grjat cave of Bcalach-a’-chaochain, near 
the (hore. Embark in a roitei., .eak) boat, and palling through fix miles of rippling 
fca, find late at night our veflelfafii at anchor, under the call fide of the ille of Gigha, 
in the Litle harbour of Caolas-gioglam, protefied by Gigha, and the little ille of Cara 
on the wed and focth, and by a chain of vad rocks to the ead : numbers appear jud 
peeping above water «in fcveral parts, , and others that run out far from the Cantyrb 
Ihorc cocrelpondi with thefe fo exadly, as to make it probable that they once formed 
the fame bed. 

June 29. Land on Gigha, an ifland about fix miles, and one broad ; the mod 
eadem of the Hebrides : this, with Cara, forms a parilh in the county of Bute, in the 
prclbytery of Cantyre. , Has in it no high hills, and is a mixture of rock, padure, and 
arable land. Produces barley, bear, oats, flax, and potatoes. Malt is made here and 

exported ; 
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exported ; and about a hundred and fifty bolls of bear; infomuch that fometimes the 
natives feel the want of it, and fuflPer by a fcarcity arifing from their own avarice. 
They alfo rear more cattle than they can maintain, and annually lofe numbers for want 
of fodder. 

The ifland is divided into thirty marklands, each of which ought to maintain fourteen 
cows and four horfes, befides producing a certain quantity of com. The bear yields 
five, the oats three fold. Each markland is commonly occupied by one farmer, 
who has feveral married fervanis under him, who live in feparate cottages and are 
allowed to keep a few cattle and iheep. The wages are f rom three to four pounds a 
year to the men^fervants ; from twenty to thirty fhillings to the women. The young 
men employ themfelves in the fummer in the herring filhery ; but during winter give 
themfelves up entirely to an ina£liv» life. 

1 his ifland contains about five hundred inhabitants, and the revenue is about fix 
hundred a year ; mod of it belonging to Mr. Macneile of Taynifli. In old times the 
laird was ityled Thane of Gigha : tiis family has been long owner of thefe little terri- 
tories, this fea>girt reign, but was dlfpoflefled of it in 1 549, by the * clan Donald, and 
recovered it again ; but hiflory omits the time of relloration. Difeontent has even 
reached this finall ifland, and two families have migrated to America. 

Breakfad with the minider, who may truly be faid to be wedded to his flock. The 
ocean here forbids all wandering, even if inclination excited ; and the equal lot of 
the Scotch clergy is a dill dronger check to every afpiring thought : this binds them 
to their people, and invigorates every duty towards thofe to whom the/ confider them- 
lelves conne£led for life ; this equal lot may perhaps blunt the ambition after fome 
of the more fpecious accomplifliments ; but m^es m'"*e than amends by fliarpening 
the attention to thofe concerns which end not with this being. 

Vifit the few wonders of the ifle : the fird is a little w°ll of a mod miraculous qua- 
lity ; for, in old times, if ever the chieftain lay here wind>bound, he had nothing mons 
to do than caufe the well to be cleared, and indantly ^ hivourable gale arofe. But 
miracles are now ce^fed. 

Examine the ruins of a church and find fome tombs with two-handed fwords, the 
Claidh-da laimb of the hero depofited beneath, .m 

A little farther, at Kil-chattan, is a great rude column, fixteen feet high, fonr 
broad, and eight inches thick, and near it, 3 cairn. On a line with this, at Cnoc-a*- 
chara, is another, and dill higher in the fame diret^iop at Cnoc-a’-crois, is a crofs and 
three cairns ; probably the crofs, after the introdudion of Chridianity, was formed out 
of a pagan monument fimilar to the two former. 

In *fie bottom a little eud &‘'>m thefe, is a large artificial mount of a fqua'' ■ form, 
growing lei's and lefs towards the top, which is flat, and has the vedige of a bread- 
wall around. The mount Romelborg in Sweiicn, engrav.-r by M. Dunlbe g. 
No. 325,- is I'omewhat fimilar : this probably was the work of the Danes, the neigh- 
bouring nation.. 

Return to the Ihore ; obferve a vad bed of mod pure and fine fand, ufeful in the 
glafs manufa£lure : the fame fpecies, but defiled witl^ a mixture of fea land, appears 
again on the oppofite coad of Cantyre. ' * 

The birds that appear here at prefent are the common gull, common fandpiper, and 
fea pie. The great ardic diver, of the Britilh Zoology, fometimes vifits thefe feas, and 
is diled in the Erfc farbhuachaille, or the herdfman of the ocean ^ becaufe, aa is pre- 
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tended, it never leaves that element, never flies, and hatches the young beneath its 
win^. 

Ihe weather extremely fine ; btjt fo calm that Mr.Thompfon is obliged to tow the 
veflTel out of this little harbour, which is of unequal depths, but unfit for veflels that 
draw' more than fourteen feet water. Pafs under Cara, an ifle one mile long, divided 
by a narrow channel, fouth of Gigha, is inhabited by one family, and had once a chapel. 
At rhe fouth end it rifes into a hill exaftly formed like a loaf of bread. The property 
cf ihis little place is in Itir. Macdonald of Largis. 

Attempt to- fleer for the ifland of Hay, but in vain. Am entertaineil with the variety 
and greatiu Is of the views tliat bound the channel, the great found of Jura ; to the eaft 
the mountains cf Arran over-top the far-extending flioyes of Cantyre ; to the weft lies 
Jura, mountainous and rugged ; four hills, naked and diftinft, afpire above the reft, 
two of them known to the feamen by the name of the Paps, ufeful in navigation : far 
to the north juft appears a chain of fmall ifles ; and to the fouth the ifland of Rathry, 
the fuppofed Ricnea, or Ricina of Pliny *, on the coaft of Ireland, which ftretches be- 
yond far to the w-eft. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HEBRIDES. 

The Icifure of a calm gave ample time for refleftion on the hiftory and greater events 
of the iflands now in view, and of the others, the objefts of the voyage. In juftice to 
that able and learned writer the Rev. Dr. John Maepherfon, late minifter of Slate in 
Skie, lit me acknowledge the afliftauce I receive from his ingenious eflay on this very 
fubjrft ; for his labours greatly facilitate my attempt, not undertaken without confult- 
iiig the authors he refers to ; and adding numbers of remarks overfecn by him, and 
giving a ccnfidcrable continuation of the hiftory. It would be an oftentatious talk to 
open a new qu'arry, when fuch heaps of fine materials lie ready to my hand. 

All the accounts left us by the Greek and Roman writers arc enveloped with obfeu- 
rity ; at all times brief, even in their defeription of places they had eafielt accefs to, and 
might have deferibed w ith the moft fatisfaftory precifion ; but in remote places their 
relations furnifli little more than hints, the food forconjt fture to the vifionary antiquary. 

That Pyiheas, a traveller mentioned by Strabo, had v.ifited Great Britain, I would 
wifli to make only apoci7phal : he aflerts that he vifited the remoter parts ; and that 
he had alfo fecn Thule, the land of romance among the ancients, which all may pretend 
tohavefccnj but every voyager, to fwcll his fame, nude the ifland he faw lalt the ultima 
Thule of his travels. If Pythcas had reached thefe parts he might have obferved float- 
ing in the foas muJr’tudos of gelatinous animals, the medufae of Linnarus, and out of 
ihefc have formed his fable : he made his 'i'hulc a compofition of neither earth, fea, 
nor air, but like a compofition of them all ; then, catching his fimile'from what floated 
before him, compares it to the lungs t of the fea, the Ariftotelian idea of thefe bodies ; 
and from him adopted by naturalifts, fucceflb/s to that great philofopher^ Strabo very 
juftly explodes thefe abiunl tales, yet allows him merit in deferibing the climate of the 
places he had feen. As a farther proof of his having vifited the Hebrides, he mentions 
their unfriendfy flty, that, prohibits the growth of the finer fruits; and that the natives 
are obliged to carry their com under fhelter, to beat the grain out, left it fhuuld be 
fpoiled by the defetft of the fun, and violence of the rains J. This is the probable part 
of his narrative ; but when the time tliat the great geographer wrote is confidered ; af 

• l.ih iv. c. 16. t H5ft. Anj. lib. XV. Strabo, lib. ii. p. 7 1. 
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a period that thefe iilands had been negleded for a very long fpacc by the Romans, and 
V'hen the difficulties of getting amonj'; a fierce and unfriendly nation muft be almolfc 
infuperable, doubts innumerable relpeding the veracity of this relater muft arife ; all 
that can be admitted in favour of him is, that he was a great traveller, that he might 
have cither vifited Britain, with fomc of the nations commercing with our iilc, or have 
received from them accounts, which he afterwards dreffed out mixed with the omament^i 
of fable. A trafiSc muft have been carried on with the very nortliern inhabitante of 
our iflands in the time of Pytheas, for one of the articles of commerce mentioned by- 
Strabo, the ivory bits, were made cither of the teeth of the walrus, or of a fpecies of 
whale native of the northern feas. 

The geographer Mela, who ilourifhed in the reign of Claudius, is the next who takes 
notice of our lefler iflands. He mentions the .Orcades as confiding of thirty } the 
iBmodse of feven. The Romans had then made a conqueft of the former, and might 
have feen the latter ; but from the words of the hiftorian, it is probable that the Shet> 
land iflands were thofe intended ; for he informs us, that the ^modse were carried out 
over againft Germany: the fite of the Hebrides will not admit of this defeription, which 
agrees vey well with the others ; for the ancients extended their Germany, and its 
imaginary iflands, to the extreme north. 

Pliny the elder is the next that mentions thefe remote places. He lived later than 
the preceding writers, and of courfe his information is fuller : by means of intervening 
difeoveries, he has added ten more to the number of the Orcades : is the firit writer 
chat mentimis the Hebrides, the iflands in queftion ; and joins in the fame line the 
^moda:,or, as it is in- the beft editions more properly written, the Acniodac*, or ex- 
treme point of the Roman expeditions to the north, as the Shetland illcs in the higheft 
probability were. Pliny and Mela agree in the number of the ^moda:, or Acmodse i 
the former makes that of the Hasbudes thirty ; an account extremely near the truth, 
deducting the little tfles, or rather rocks, that furrounded moft of the greater, and many 
of them fo indiftinfl; as fcarcely to be remarked, except on an aflual furvey. 

Solinus fucceeds Pliny : if he, as is fuppofed, was cotemporary with Agricola, he has 
made very ill ufe of the light he might have received from the expeditions of that great 
general, whofc oflicers might have furnilhed the hiftorian with better materials than 
thofe he has communicated. He has reduced the number of the Haibudes to five : he 
tells us, that ** the inhabitants were unacquainted with com ; that they lived only on 
fifli and milk ; that they had one king, as the iflands were only feparated from ench 
other by narrow ftraits ; that their prince was bound by certain rules of government to 
do juftice ; and was prevented by poverty from deviating from the true courfe ; being 
fupported by the public, and allowed nothing that he could call his own, not even a 
wife; but then he was allowed free choice, by turns one out of every diftrid of any 
female that caught his affedion, which deprived him of all ambition about a fuc- 
<ceflbr f.*' 

By the number of thefe iflands, and by the miaute attention given by the hiftorian 
to the circumftance of their being feparat^ from each other by vei^ narrow ftraits, I, 
ihould imagine that which is now called the Long ifland, and includes l.ewrs. North Uift, 
Benbecula, South Uift, and Barra, to haeebeen the five Hmbudes of Solimis ; for the 
other great iflands, fuch as Skie, &c. are too remote from each other to form the pre- 
ceding very charaderiftic defeription of that chain of iflands. Thefe might naturally’ 
fall under the rule of one petty prince ; almoft the only probable part of Solinus’s 
narrative. 
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After a long interval appears Ptolemy, the Egyptian geographer : he alfo enumerates 
five Ebudte, and has given each n name ; the weflern, Ebuda ; the eaftern, Ricina, 
Maleos, Epidtutn. (hitndcn conjedures them to be the modern Skic, Lewis, Ratliry, 
orRaclinc, Mull, and Hay: and I will not controvert his opinion. 

I’hc Roman liifluri.tns give very little light into the geography of thefe parts. 'I'a- 
citus,*fro;n whom moil might have been expeded, is quite filcnt about the name’s of 
places ; notwithllanding he informs us, that a fleet by command of Agricola periormed 
the circuinna\igation of Britain. All that he takes notice of is the difeovery and the 
conqueft of the Orknies : it fliould feem that with the biographers of an ambitious 
nation, nothing feeined worthy of notice, but what they could dignify with the glory 
of victory. 

It is very diitleult to afllgn a reafon for the change of name from Ebudm to Hebrides ; 
the lafl is moderti, and feems, as the annotator on Dr. Maepherfon fuppofes, to have 
arifen from the error of a tr.anfcribcr, who changed the tt into ri. 

From all that has been collecfed from the ancients, it appears that they were ac- 
quainted with little more of the Hebrides than the bare names : it is probable that the 
Romans, cither from contempt of inch barren fpots, from the dangers of ih;; fc?as, the 
violence of the tides, and horrors of the narrow founds in the inexperienced ages of 
navigation, never attempted their conqueft, or faw more of them than what they hail 
In fight, during the few circumnavigations of Great Britain, which were expeditions 
more of oftentation than of utility. 

The inhabitants had probably for fome ages their own governors : one little king to 
each ifland, or to each groupe, as neceflity required. It is reafonable to fuppofc, that 
their government was as much divided as that of Great Britain, which it is well known 
was under the direction of numbers of petty princes bc-forc it was reduced under the 
power of the R onians. 

No account is given in hiftory of the time thefe iflands were annexed to the govern- 
ment of Scotland. If we may credit our Saxon hiftorians, they appear to have been 
early under the dominion of the Piefs ; for Bede and Adamnamis inform us, that foon 
after the arrival of Sr. Columba in their country, Brudeus, a Pictifli monai’ch, Uiade 
the faii\t a prefent of the celebrated ifland of Jona *. 

But neither the holy men of this ifland, nor the natives of the reft of the Hebrides, 
enjoyed a permanent repofe after this event. 

The firft invafion of the Danes does not feem tf) be eafily afeertained : it appeal’s 
that they ravaged Ireland, and the ifle of Rathry, as early as the year 735. In the fol- 
lowing century their expeditions became more frequent Harold Marfager, or the 
Light-haired, purfued in 875 fcveral petty princes whom he had expelled out of Nor- 
way, who had taken refuge in the Hebrides, and molefled his dominioiLs by perpetual 
defeents from thofe iflands. . lie fepms to have made a rapid conqueft : he gained as 
many vidlorics as he fought battles ; he put to death the chief of the pirates, and mad<‘ |’ 
an indiferiminate flaughter of their followers. Soon after his return, the iflandors i c- 
poflelTed their ancient feats ; and ip order to reprefs their infults, he lent Ketil, the 
Flat-nofed, with a fleet and fome forces for that purpofe. He foon reduced them 
to terms ; but made his viftories fubfervient to his own ambition ; he made alliances 
with the Reguli he had fubdued ; he formed intermarriages, and confirmed to them 
•their old dominions. This effefted, he fent back the fleet to Harold, openly declared 
himfelf independent, made himfelf prince of the Hebrides, and caufed them to acknow- 

♦ Bede, lib. iii. c. iv. Adamnanus vit. Columba;, lib. ii. c. ir, and 2il. , -I-' Torfous, 10. 
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him. as I'uch by the payment ol' tribute, and the badges of vaiTalage*. Kclil re- 
mained during life inaflcr of the iflands, and his fubjcd.s appear to have been a warlike 
fet <d’ freebooters, ready to join with any advent urcr.s. . 'J'hus when Kric, fon of Harold 
Ilarfagdr, aftcT being driven out of his own country, made an invafion of England, h.? 
put with his licet into the Hebrides, received a large reinforcement of people, fired with 
the hopes of prey, and then proceeded on his plan of rapine t« After tlie death ol 
Kctil, a kingdom was in after-times compol'ed out of them, which from the refidence of 
the little monarch in the ifle of Man, wa.s Hiled tliat of Man J. The iflands became 
tributary to that of Norway ^ lor a confiderahle time, and princes were fent from 
thence || to govern ; but at length they again Ihook olFthe yoke. Whether the little 
potentates ruled independent, or whether they put themfeives under the protefticn of 
the Scottilli inonnrehs, does nut clearly ai>])ear ; but it is reafonablc to fuppofo the laft, 
as Dun dd-banc rsacciifed of making the Hebrides the price of the afli fiance given him 
by the Norwegians againft his own I’ubjecls. NotwilMlanding they might occafionally 
leek the protection of Scotland, yet they never were w ithout princes of their own : from 
the chronicles of the kings of Man ** we learn that tliey had a luccelfion. 

In 10S9 is an evident proof of the independency of theiflanders on Norway; for on 
the death of Lagman, one of their monarchs, they lent a deputation to O'Brian, King 
of Ireland, to requell a regent of royal blood to govern them during the minority of 
tiu'ir young prince. They probably miglit in turn compliment in fomc other refpefts 
their Scottilli neighbours: the iflanders mull have given them fome pretence to fove- 
ix'igniy, lor. 

In 1093, Donald-banc, King of Scotland, calls in the afliftance of Magnus, the Bare- 
footed, King of Norway, and bribes him with a promife of all the iflands ft : Magnus 
accepts the terms, but at the fame time boalts that he does not come to invade the ter- 
ritories f)f others, but only to relume the ancient rights of Norway. His conquefls are 
rapid and complete, for befides the iflands, by an ingenious fraud JJ, he addsCantyre to 
his dominions. 

The Hebrides continued governed by a prince dependent on Norw'ay, a fpecies of 
viceroy appointed by that court, and who paid, on alfuming the dignity, ten marks of 
gold, and never made any'other pecuniary acknowledgement during life ; but if another 
viceroy was appointed, the fame fum W';us exacted from him§§. Thcfe viceroys were 
Ibmctimes Norw'cgians, fometimes natives of the ifles. In 1097 we find that Magnus (|(| 
deputes a nobleman, of the name of Ingemiind : in after-times we learn that natives 
were appointed to that high ofllcc ; yet they I'eem at times to have lhaken off their in- 
dependency, and to have allumed the title of king. Thus in 1206 we find ^ King John 
gives to his brother monarch Reginald, king of the ifles, a fafe coiiduCl ; and in fix 
years after, that Reginald Iwcars fidelity to our monarch, and becomes his liege-man. 
It is probable they fuited their allegiance to their convcnicncy ; acknowledging the I'u- 
periority of England, Scotland, or Norway, according to the ncceflity of the times. 
I'hus were the Hebrides governed, from the conqueft, by Magnus till the year 1263, 
when Acho, or Haquin, King of Norway, by an unfortunate invafioy of Scotland, ter- 
minating in his defeat at Largs, fo weakened the powers *of his kingdom^ that his fuc- 
ceffor, Magnus IV., was content in 1266 to make a.ceflion of the iflands to Ale.xan- 
«ler III. ; but not without flipulating for the payment of a large fum, and of a tribute 
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of a hundred marks for ever, which bore the name of the annual of Norway. Ample 
proviAon was alfo made by Magnus in the fame treaty, for the fecurity of the rights 
and properties of his Norwegian fubjcfts who chofe to continue in the ifles, where many 
of thar poftoity remain to this day. 

Notwithftanding this revolution, Scotland feems to have received no real acquiAtion 
offlrength : the illands Aill remained governed by powerful chieftains, the defeendantsof 
Somerled, thane of Heregaidel, or Argyle, who, marrying the daughter of Olavc, King 
of Man, left a divided dominion to his fons Dugal and Reginald : from the Arft were 
defeended the Mac>dougals of Lorn; from the lall the powerful clau of the Mac-donalds. 
The lordfliip of Argyle with Mull, and the iflands north of it, fell to the lhare of the 
Arft ; Ilay, Cantyre, and the fouthern ifles w'ere the portion of the lafl : a diviAon that 
formed the diftinflion of the Sudereys and Nordereys, which will be farther noticed in 
the account of Jona. 

Thefe chieftrins were the fcourges of the kingdom : they are known in hiftory but 
as the devaftations of a temped ; for their paths were marked with the mod barbarous 
defolation. Encouraged by their didance from the feat of royalty, and the turbulence 
of the times, which gave their monarhs full employ, they exercifed a regal power, and 
often aflumed the title ; but arc more generally known in hillory by the dile of the 
Lords of the ifles, or the Earls of Rofs ; and fometimes by that of the great Mac-donald. 

Hiftorians are Alent about their proceedings, from the retreat of the Danes, in 1 263, 
All that of 1335, when John, lord of the ifles, withdrew his allegiance *. In the be- 
ginning of the next century his fucceflbrs were fo independent, that Henry IV. f fent 
two ambafludors, in the years 1405 and 1408, to form an alliance with the brothers 
Donald and John : this encouraged them to commit frefli hodilities againd their natural 
prince. Donald, under pretence of a claim to the earldom of Rofs, invaded and made 
a conqueft of that country ; but penetrating as far as the (hire of Aberdeen, after a 
Aerce but undeciAve battle with the royal party, thought proper to retire, and in a 
little time to fwear allegiance to his monarch J, James I. ■ But he was permitted to 
retain the county of Rofs, and alfunic the title of earl. His fucceflbr, Alexander, at 
the head of ten thoufand men, attacked and burnt Inverncfs ; at length tcrriAed with 
the preparations made againd him, fell at the royal feet, and ‘obtained pardon as to life, 
but was committed to dri£i: confinement. 

His kinfraan and deputy, Donald Balloch, refenting the imprifonment of his chieftain, 
excited another rebellion, and deilroyed the country with Are and fword ; but on his 
flight was taken and put to death by an Irifh chieftain, with whom he fought pro- 
tection. 

Thefe barbarous inroads were very Frequent with a fet of banditti, who had no other 
motive in war but the infamous inducement of plunder. In p 25 1 we fee their cruel 
invafion of the Ihire of Lenox, and the horrible maffacre in confequence. 

In the reign of James II,, in*the year 1461, Donald, another petty tyrant, and Earl 
of Rofs, and lord of the ifles, renewed the pretence of independency, furprifed the calUi’ 
of Invernefs, forced his way as far as Athol, obliged the Earl and Countefs, with the 
principal inhabitants, to feek refuge in the church of St. Bridget, in hopes of finding 
fecurity from his cruelty by the fandity of the place j but the barbarian and his fol- 
lowers fet Are to the church, put the eccleAaftics to the fword, and, with a great b.)Oty, 
carried the Earl and Countefs prifoners to his caftle of Claig, in the ifland of Ilay §. In 
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a fecond expedition, Immediately following the firft, he fufFered the penalty of his im- 
piety ; a temped overtook him, and overwhelmed mod of his affociates, and he efcap- 
ing to Invernefs, periflied by the hands of an Iriih harper * : his furviving followers 
returned to Hay, conveyed the Earl and Countefs of Athol to the fanftuary they had 
violated, and expiated their crime by redoring the plunder, and making large donations 
to the flirine of the offended faint. 

John, fucceffor to the lad Earl of Rofs, entered into an alliance with Edward IV. f, 
fent ambaffadors to the court of England, where Edward empowered the Bilhop of 
Durham, and Earl of Worceder, the prior of St. John’s of Jerufaletn, and John Lord 
Wenlock to conclude a treaty with him, another Donald Balloch, and his fon and heir 
John. They agreed to ferve the king with all their power, and to become his fubjefts ; 
the Earl was to have a hundred marks derling for life in time of peace, and two hun- 
dred pounds in time of war ; and thefe ifland allies, in cafe of the conqued of Scotland, 
were to have confirmed to them all the poffeffions to the north of the Scottifh fea ; and 
in cafe of a truce with the Scottilh monarch, they were to be included in it J. But 
about the year 1 476, Edward, from a change of politics, courted the alliance of JamesIII., 
and dropt his new allies. James, determined to fubdue this rebellious race, fent againd 
them a powerful army, under the Earl of Athol, and took leave of him with this good 
wifh, “ Furth, fortune, and fil the fetters as much as to fay, ** Go forth, be fortu- 
nate, and bring home many captives which the family of Athol have ufed ever fince 
for its motto. Rofs was terrified into fubmilllon, obtained his pardon, but was deprived 
of his earldom, which by a^ of parliament was then declared unalienably annexed to 
the crown ; at the fame time the king redored to him Knapdale and Cantyre §, which 
the liarl had refigned, and inveded him anew with the lordlhip of the ifles, to hold 
them of the king by firvicc and relief [|. 

Thus the great power of the ifles was broken ; yet for a confiderable time after, the 
petty chieftains were continually breaking out into fmall rebellions, or harraffed each 
other in private wars ; and tyranny feeins but to have been multiplied. James V. 
found it neceffary to make the voyage of the Hies in perfon in 1 536 ; feized and brought 
aw'ay with him feveral of the moll confiderable leaders, and obliged them to find fecu- 
rity for their own good behaviour, ami that of their vaffals. The names of thefe chief- 
tains were (according to Lindefay **) Mydyart, Mac-connel, Mac-loyd of the Lewis, 
Mac-nicl, Mac-lane, Mac-intolh, John Mudyart, Mac-kay, Mac-kenzie, and many 
others ; but by the names of fome of the above, there feem to have been continental 
as well as infular malecontents. He examined the titles of their holdings, and finding 
feveral to have been ufurped, re-united their lands to the crown. In the fame voyage 
he had the glory of caufihg furveys to be taken of the coafts of Scotland, and of the 
iflands, by his pilot, Alexander Lindefay ; which vvere publilhed in 1583, at Paris, by 
Nicholas de Nicholay, geographer to the French monarch tf. 

The troubles that fuccccd the death of James occafioncd a negloft of thefe infulated 
parts of the Scottilh dominions, and left them in a ftate of anarchy : -in 1614, tiie Mac- 
donalds inade»a formidable infurreflion, oppugning the royal graijt of Oantyre to the 
Earl of Argyle and his relations JJ. The petty cHieftain*. continued in « fort of rebel- 
lion, and the fword of the greater, as ufual in weak government, was employed agaiull 

• Holinflicd Hid. Scot. 279. 

•j* For the fake of making a diverfion in their favour, both Edward 111 and Henry IV condcjccndcU 
to enter into an alliance with thefe Rcguli. • 

J Rym. Faed. xi. 493, 484. ^ Boet. Hift. Scot. app. 391. || Holiiidicd Clii. Scot. 

•• P, 152. *|f Br. Topograph. 627. it Feuds ot the clans, 99. Biogr JJ.IJ4!. 
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them : the' encouragement and protoftion given by them to pirates, employed the 
power of the Campells during tlie reign of James VI. and the beginning of that of 
Charles 1 . * 

But the turbulent fpirit of oid times continued even to the prefent age. The heads 
of clans were by the divifions, and a falfe policy that predominated in Scotland during 
the reign of William III. flattered with an unreal importance; itiftead of being' treated 
as bad fubjeds, they wore courted as deflrable allies ; inflead of feeling the bead of 
power, money was allowed to bribe them into the loyalty of the times. They would 
iidve accepted the fublidies, nqtwithftanding they detefted the prince thatoifcred them. 
They were taught to believe themfelvcs of fuch confequence thatin thcfc day8.','tUfiit d 
to their defltruftion. Two recent rebellions gave Icgiflature a late expariertce of • tl’. » 
folly of p>erraitting the feudal fyftcm to cxift in any part of its dominions. TKe aft of 
1748'at one$ deprived the chieftains of all power of injuring the public by theii*; com- 
motionsf. Many of tliefe- Reguli fecond this effort of Icgiflature^ and negleft'Tio op- 
portunity of rendering thcmfelves liatelV.l to thtlr unhappy vaflals, the former inftru- 
roei^of ambition. The Halcyon days are near at hand : opprcfllon 't^ill beget depopu- 
lation } and depopulation will gjye us a dear-bought tranquillityw 

't'he remaiiid^ of the day is p^ in the found of Jura : about twelve at noon a pl.. ;)- 
faht bat adverfe breeze arofe, which obliged us to keep on towards the noiThi fome- 
times tacking towards the coaft of lower Knapdale, black with heathy mountains, ver- 
dant near the fliorcs with traftsof corn ; advance towards upper Knapdale, ruggiil ami 
alpine : am told of a dangerous rock in the middle of a channel. About one o’clock 
of June 30, receive notice of getting into the harbour of the fmall ifles of Jura, by the 
velfel’s touchlng ground in the entrance. On the appearance of daylight find our- 
felvcs at aqchor in three fathom and a half of water, in a mofl pifturefque baj , 
bounded on the weft by the ifle of Jura, with the paps overfhadowing us ; and to the 
eaft feveral -little iflands cloathcd with heath, leaving narrow udmiflions into the port at 
North and South : in the maps this is called the bay of Meil.- 

Land on the greater ifle, which is high and rocky. A boat filled with women and 
children croffes over from Jura, to coUcft their daily wretched fare, limpets and perri- 
winklcs. Obferve the bl%ck guillemots in little flocks, very wild and much in motion. 

Mr. Campbell, principal proprietor, of the illand, is fo obliging as to fend horlbs : 
land in Jura, at a little viilagey,aad fee to the right on the fhore the church, and the 
minifter’s maiile. Ride weftward about five miles to Ard-fin, the rcfidcnce of Mr. 
Campbell, fcated above the fotind-ofj^ay. , 

Jura, the mod ragged of the fi^rides, is reckoned to be about thirty -four miles 
long, and in general ten broad,except 'along the found of IlAy ; is compofed chiefly fif 
vaft mountains, naked and without the poflibility of cuUivatioQ. jSlbme^ the fouth, 
and a little of the Weftern fid^ only arc improveablc : as is natural fd be this 

iiland is ill peopled, and does not contain about feven or eight hund^^ i^h^taUts ; 
having been a little thinned by the epidemic migrations. 

The very old flans are the Mac-U-vaysrand the Mac^ndhesj; 
changed naaftejs (dore than pneerrin Ponald bf nl' 

Doward, MaoguiUayne of Kinlyck-buy, aitiTMac^>dttSe 
• 

* la the bcginnir.re of the laft century the iflanclcrs were continually harraflinfr Ireland with theiV plun- 
ilerinji; invafions ; or laridinc^ there to ftipport rebellions : at length it wa3 made treafon to recciye Ihtfe 
Hcbridian lUclIhank'^, a.s Uiev were Itjlcd. Camden II. 14-7- 

f The ad for abolilhing heritable jurifdictionSj See. J Dean of the ifles. 
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tow; Mac-lean of Mull had alfo a lhare in 1586. At prefent Mr. Campbell by pur- 
chafe from Mr. Campbell of Shawfield ; Mr. Mae-nt*ilc of Colonfay, Mr. Campbell 
of Shawfield ; and the Duke of Argyle divide this inafs of weather-beaten barronncis 
among them. 

In 1607 Jura was included in the lordfhip of Cantyre, by charter, dated the lafi o! 
May, then granted to Archibald Karl of Argyle. 

The produce is about three or four hundred head of cattle, l()ld annually at 3I. each, 
to graziers who come for them. About a hundred horfosarc alfo fold annually: here 
are a few Iheep with fleeces of inofl excellent finenefs, and numbers of goats. In good 
fcafons fufficient bear and oats are raifed as will maintain the inhabitants : but they 
fometimes \vant, I fuppofe from the converfion of their grain into whilky. But the 
chief food of the common people is potatoes and .fi{h and Ihell filh. It is to be feared 
that their competence of bread is very fmall. Bear produces four or five fold : oats 
three fold. , ' 

Fern allies bring in about a hundred pounds a year: about two hundred tons of 
kelp is burnt annually, and fold from 31. 10s. to 4I. per ton, ’ 

Sloes are the only fruits of the illand. An acid for punch is made of the berries of 
the mountain afh : and a kind of fpirit is alfo diflilled from them. • * 

Neceflity hath inftrufted the inhabitants in the ufeof native dyes. Thus the juice of 
the tops or heath boiled fupplics them with a yellow ; the roots of the white water lily 
with a dark brown. Thofe of the yellow water iris with a black : and the Galium 
verum, Ru of the i'flanders with a very fine red, not inferior to that from Madder. 

The quadrupeds of Jura arc about a hundred flags. Some wild cats, otters, floats, 
rats and feals. The feathered game, black cocks, grous, ptarmigans, and fnipes. 
The flags niuft have been once more numerous, for the original name of the ifland 
was Deiry, or the ifle of Deer, fo called by the Norwegians from the abundance of 
thofe noblq, animals. 

The hard fare of thefe poor people feems to have been no impediment to the popula- 
tion of the ifland, nor yet to the longevity of the natives. The women are very pro- 
lific, and very often bear (wins. The inhabitants live to a great age, and arc liable to 
very few diflempers. Men of ninety work; and there is now living a woman of 
eighty who can run down a Ihecp. The account given by Martin bf Giliour Mac- 
crairi, was confirmed to me. His age exceeded that of either Jenkins or Par : foi- he 
kept a hundred and eighty chriftmafles in his own houfe, and died in the reign of 
Charles 1 . Among the modern inflances of longevity I forgot to mention John Arm- 
otir, of Campbeltown, agad one hundred and four, who was a cockfwain in our navy 
at the time of the peace of Utrecht ; and within tliefc three years W'as flout enough to' 
go out a fliooting, 

'i’his parifli is fuppofed to be the largeft in Great Britian, and the duty the moft 
troublefome" and dangerous : it confifls of Jura, Colonfay, Oranfay, Skarba, and 
fi veral little ifles divided by narrow and dangerous founds ; forming a length of not 
Id's thim.fixty miles ; fuppUed by only one minifler.and an aflii|ant. •» 

Sdnie' fuperftitioHS are obferved here at this time. Thfe ohl women, iVhen they un- 
dertake any cure, mumble certain rhythmical incantations ; and like the ancients, en- 
deavour decantarc dolorem. They preferve a flick of the wicken tree, or mountain 
afli, as .\ proteftion againfl elves. 

■'I had fomo obfeufe account here of a worm, that in a lefs pernicious degree, boars 
feme refcmblance to the Furia’ infernalis* of Linnocu?, s\hich in the vaft bogs of Komi 

* Faun. Succ. No. 2070, 
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drops on the inhabitants, eats into the flefli and occaHons a mod excruciating death. 
The Fillian, a little worm of Jura, fmall as a thread and not an inch in length, like the 
Furia, infinuates itfelf under the lltin, caufes a rednefs and great pain, flies fwiftly from 
part to part ; but is curable by a poultice of checfe and honey. 

After dinner walk down to the found of Hay, and vilit the little ifland of Fruchlan, 
near to the ihore, and a mile or two from the eaftern entrance. (')n the top is a ruined 
tower of a fquare form, with walls nine feet thick ; on the weft fide the rock on which 
it (lands is cut through to a vaft depth, forming a fofs over which had been the draw 
bridge. This fbrtrels feemed as if intended to guard the mouth of the found ; and 
was alfo the prifon where the Mac-donalds kept their captives, and in old times was 
called the caftle of Claig. 

July I. Ride along the fhore of the found: take boat at the ferry, and go a mile 
more by water : fee on the Jura fide fome fheelins or fummer huts for goatherds, who 
keep here a (lock of eighty for the fake of the milk and cheefes. The laft are made 
without fait, which they receive afterwards from the aflies of fea-tang, and the tang 
itfelf which the nativer lap in it. 

Land on a bank covered with (heelins, the habitations of fome peafants who attend 
the herds of milch cows. Thefe formed a grotefquc groupc ; fome where oblong, 
many conic, and fo low- that entrance is forbidden, without creeping through the little 
opening, which has no other door than a faggot of birch twigs, placed there occafionally ; 
they are conllruded of branches of trees, covered with fods j the furniture a bed of 
heath, placed on a bank of fod ; two blankets and a rug ^ fome dairy veflels, and 
above, certain pendant (helves made of ba(ket%ork, to hold the cheefe, the produce 
of the fummer. (none of the little conichuts, 1 fpied a little infant afleep, underthe 
protedion of a faithful dog. 

Crofs, on foot, a large plain of ground, feemingly improveable, but covered with a 
deep heath, and perfedly in a ftate of nature. See the ardic-gull, a bird unknown in 
South Britain, w hich'breedshere on the ground : it was very tame, but, if difturbed, 
flew about like the lapwing, but with a more flagging wing. After a walk of four 
miles, reach the Paps : left the leffer to the fouth-eaft, preferring the afeent of the 
greateft, for there are three ; Beinn-a-chaolois, or, the mountain of the found ; Bcinn* 
^cunta, or the hallowed mountain.; and Beinn-an'air, or, the mountain of gold. We 
began to fcale the laft ; a ta(k of much labour and difficulty ; being compofed of vaft 
(tones, (lightly covered with inoiTes near the bafe, but all above bare, and unconneded 
with each other. 'I'he whole feems a cairn, the work of the Tons of Saturn ; and Ovid 
might have caught his idea from, this hill, had he feen it. 

Affcftafle ferunt re^niim celcftc Gfgantesi 
Altaque congeftos ftiuxifl’c ad iiclcTa montC9* 

Gain the top, and find our fatigues fully recompenced by the grandeur of theprofped 
from this (ublime fpot : Jura itfelf afibrded a (tupendous feene of rock, varied with 
little lakes innumefuble. From the weft fide of the hill ran a narrow ftripe of rock, 
terminating itr the fea, called*, the fide of the old hag. Such appearances are very 
common in this idand and in Jura, and in fevcral parts of North Britain, and tho 
Nonh of Ireland, and all fuppofed to be of vulcanic origin, being beds of lava of 
various breadtiis, from three feet to near feventy. Their depth is unknown ; and as 
to length, they run for miles together, crofs the founds, and often appear on the oppo* 
lite (horcs. 'rhty frequently appear three or four feet above the furface of the ground, 
fo that they are called on that account Whin-dikes, forming natural dikes, or boundaries. 

8 The 
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The fifTurcs were left empty from earlieft times. It is impolTtblc to fix a period when 
fome tremendous vulcanic eruption happened, like that of late years infefted Iceland, 
with fuch fatal effefts, and filled every chafm and every channel with the liquid lava. 
Such a ftream poured itfelf into thefe fiffures, that cooled and confolidated ; and remains 
evident proofs of the fliare which fire had in caufing the wondrous appearances we fo 
frequently meet with, and fo greatly admire. In a certain bay in the ifle of Mull, there 
remains a filTure which efcaped’ receiving the fiery fiream. Thefides are of granite : 
the width only nine or ten feet ; the depth not lefs than a hundred and twenty. It 
ranges N. by W. and S. by E. to a vaft extent : and appears againfi a correfpondent 
fiflure on the oppofite fhore. In the Ph. Tranf. tab. iv. is a view of this tremendous 
gap ; together with the two Hones which have accidentally fell, and remained hitched 
near the top of the northern extremity. Tin fe and numbers of other vulcanic curio- 
lities in the Hebrides, are well deferibed by Abmham Mills, Efq. of Macclesfield, 
who in 178S vifited feveral of the iflands, and in the Ixxxth vol. of the Ph. Tranf. has 
favoured the public with his ingenious remarks. To the fouih appeared Hay, extended 
like a map beneath us ; and beyond that, the north of Ireland ; to the welt, Gighaand 
Car, Cantrye and Arran, and the Firth of Clyde, bounded by Airfhire ; an amazing 
traft of mountains to the N E. as far as Ben>lomond ; Skarba finifhed the northern 
\iew; and over the Weftern Ocean were fcattered Colonfay and Oranfay, Mull, Jona, 
and its neighbouring groupe of ifles ; and ftill further the long extents of Tirey and Col 
juft apparent. 

On the fuminit are feveral lofty cairns, not the work of devotion, but idle herds, or 
curious travellers. Even this vaft heap of ftones was not xtninhabited : a hind pafl’cd 
along the Tides full fpeed, and a brace of ptarmigans often favoured us with their ap- 
.pearance, even near the fummit. 

The other paps are feen very diftinftly : each infeiior in height to this, but of all the 
fame figure, perfectly mamillary. Mr. Banks and his friends mounted that to the 
fouth, and found the height to be two thoufand three hundred and fifty-nine feet ; but 
Beinn an-6ir far over-topped it ; fcated on the pinnacle, the depth below was tremend- 
ous on every fide. 

The ftones of this moiftitain are white (a few red) quartzy and compofed of fmall 
grains ; but fome are brecciated, or filled with cryftalline kernels, of an amethyftine 
colour. 'The other ftones of the ifland that fell under my obfervation, were a cinereous 
fiate, veined with red, and ufed here as a whet ftonc : a micaceous fand ftone j and 
between the fmall ifles and Ardefin, abundance of a quartzy micaceous rock-ftoiie. 

Return by the fame road, crofs the Sound, and not finding the velTel arrived, am 
inoft hofpitably received by*Mr. Freebairn, of Freeport, near Port-alkaig, his refidence 
on the fouthem fide of the water, in the ifland of Hay. 

July 2. Walk into the interior parts : on the way fee abundance of rock and pit 
marie, convertible into the bell of manures. Vifit the mines, carried on under the di- 
reftions of Mr. Freebairn, fince the year 1763 ; the ore is of lead, much mixed with 
copper, which occafions expence and trouble in the feperation : thq veins rife to the 
furface, have been worked at intervals for ages, and probably in theiime*of the Nor- 
wegians, a nation of miners. The old adventurers worked by trenching, which is ap- 
parent every where : the trenches are not above fix feet deep ; and the veins which 
opened into them not above five or fix inches thick ; yet, by means of fome inftru-' 
inent, unknown to us at prefent, they picked or fcooped out the ore wth good fuccefs, 
follgwing it in that narrow fpace to the length of four feet. 
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The veins are of various thicknefTes ; the firings numerous, condutling to large 
bodies, but quickly exhaullcd. The lead-orc is good : the copper yields thirty-three 
pounds per hundred ; and forty ounces of filverfroina ton of the metal. The lead 
ore is fineltcd in an air-furnace, near Freeport ; and as much fold in the pig, as fince 
the firll undertaking by this gentleman, has brought in fix thoufand pounds. 

Not far from thefe mines are vaft ftrata of that fpecies of iron called bog-ore, of the 
concreted kind : beneath that large quantities of vitriolic mundic. 

On the top of a hill, at fome little dillance, are fome rocks, with great viens of emery 
running in the midd, in a horizontal dire£liun, and from one to three feet thick. 

A fmall quantity of quickfilvcr has been found in the moors, which ought to encou* 
rage a farther fcarch. 

Continue the walk to the neighbouring hill of Dun-Bhorairaig : on the fummit is a. 
Danifh fort, of a circular form, at prefent about fourteen feet high, formed of excellent 
mafonry, but without mortar : the walls are twelve feet thick ^ and within their very 
thicknefs is a gallery, extending all around, the caferne for the garrifon, or the place 
where the arms were lodged fecure from wer. The entrance is low, covered at top with 
^reat flat (lone, and on each fide is a hollow, probably intended for guard rooms ; the 
infide of the fort is a circular area, of fifty-two feet diameter, with a ftone feat running 
all round the bottom of the wall, about two feet high, where might have been a general 
relling-place of chieftains and foldiers. 

On the outfide of the fort, is another work, under which is the veilige of a fubter- 
raneous pafiage condufling into it, a fort of fally port. Round the whole of this an- 
cient fortrefs is a deep fofs. Three of thefe forts are generally within fight, fo that in 
cafe of any attempt made on any one, a fpeedy alarm might be given to the others. 
Each was the centre of a fmall diflrid ; and to them the inhabitants might repair for 
ihelter in cafe of any attack by the enemy : the notice was given from the fort, at night 
by the light of a torch, in the day by the found of trumpet : an indrument celebrated 
among the Danes, fometimes made of brafs, fometimes of horn*> The northern 
Bards fpeak hyperbolically of the efieft of the blaft blown by the mouth of the heroes. 
The great Roland caufed his trumpet Olivant t to be heard twenty miles, and by the 
found fcattered about the very brains of one of his hrarers. ' 

Return, and fee on the road fide the ruins of a chapel dedicated to St. Colomba ; and 
near it an ancient crofs. 

July 3. Several gentlemen of the ifland favour me with a vifit : and offer their fer- 
vice to condufl me to whatever was worthy of attention. Set out, in their company, 
on horfeback, and ride fouth, eroding the country ; find the roads excellent, but the 
country quite open ; and too much good land in a date of fiature, covered with heath, 
but mixed with plenty of natural herbage. See fome Runted woods of birch and hazels, 
giving fhelter to black game. On Imiriconart, or the plain ridge, are the vediges of 
lome butts, where the great ‘Mac-donald exercifed his men at archery. Reach and 
dine at Kilarow, a village feated on Loch-in-daal, a vad bay, that penetrates very deeply 
into the ifland. Pppofite Bomore, Ihips of three hundred tons may ride with fafety ; 
which renders It a very convenient' retreat. 

Near Kilarow is the feat of the proprietor of the ifland. In the church yard is now 
proftrate a curious column, perhaps the fhaft of a crofs, for the top is broken off ; and 

Wormil Muffumt 378. Boated Nat. Hift. Ireland, 197. Smith’s Hill. Cork» ii. 40^* 
t Wormii Mon. Dan. 381. 

near 
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Dear it is a flat (tone, with a hole in the middle, the probable pedeflal. The figures and 
infcriptions are fatthfially exprefled in the plate given by Mr. Pcimant. 

The two mod remarkable grave-ftones are, one of a warrior, in a clofe veil and 
fleeves, with a fort of phiUebeg reaching to his knees, and the covering of his head of 
a conic form, like the Bared of the ancient Irifli * : a fword in his hand, and dirk by his 
fide. The other has on it a great fword ; a beautiful running pattern of foilage round 
it ; and a griflin, a lion, and another animal at one end : near to them is a plain tablet, 
whether intended to be engraven, or whether like Peter Papin, Lord of Utrique, he was 
a new knight, and wanted a device, mud remain undetermined. 

On a little flat hill, near the village, are the remains of the gallows : this was the 
place of execution in the days of the lords of the ifles. From hence is a pretty view 
of the loch, and the church and village of Bomore. 

This part of the ifland is in many places bounded by a fort of terrafs near twenty- 
two feet high, entirely formed of rounded fea-worn pebbles, now fome' hundred yards 
cHflant from the medium line between high and low water mark ; and above twenty- 
five yards above it. This is another proof of the lofs fuftained by the fea in the Scot- 
tifh iflands ; which, we know, makes more than reprisals in other places. 

Ride along the head of the bay ; at Tralaig, on a heathy eminence that faces the 
fands, are three deep hollows ; their infide once lined with ftonc : thefe had been the 
watch-towers of the natives, to attend the motions of any invaders from the fea. Ob- 
ferve near them a great column of rude Hone. 

Pafs by two deep channels, at prefent dry ; thefe had been the harbour of the great 
Mac-donald ^ had once piers, with dooi's to fecurc his fliipping : a great iron hook, one 
of the hinges having lately been found there. 

The velTels then in ufe were called Birlings, probably corrupted from Bydinga t» n 
fpecies of (hip among the Norwegians : but by the fizeof the harbours, it is plain .hat 
the navy of iliis potentate was not very conflderablc. 

Turn a little out ot the road to fee the file of one of bis houfes, called Kil-choman, 
and a deep glen, which is pointed out to me as the place where he kept his fat cattle : 
fuch a convcniency was very necelfary, as moft of the eftablilhment of the great Mac- 
donald’s houfliold was paid in kind. Mr. Campbell, of Ballolc, favoured me with the 
flatc of it in 1 542, which was as follows : 


North Cantyre. 

In money, 125I. loB. 

Oat-meal, 388 (tones three-quarters. 
Malt, 4 ch. to bolls. 

Marts, i. e. a ftalUfed ox, 6 . 

Cow, 1. 

Muttons, 41. 

Cheefe, 307 ft. three-quarters. 


South Cantyre. 

In money, 162I. 8B. 48. 
Meal, 480 ft. 2 pt. 

Malt, 25 ch. 14 B. 2 fir. 
Marts, 48. 

Mutton, 53. 

Cheefe, 342 ft. three-quarters. 


Hay and Reinds*J. 

Money, 4sl. id. Meal, 2593ft. Marts, 301. Mutton, 301. Cheefe, 2161, 3 pt. 
Geefo, 301. Poultry, 301. 

• Mr. O’Connor’* DIff. Hift. Irelan.l, lu. + Torfxus, io6. ^ 

t A traA of ll,iy to the well between Kilarow and Sunderland. 


00 2 


Total 
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C. B. d. 

Total in money, 332I. 18 B. 6. 

332 18 6 

Meal, 3061 d. three-quarters, a pt. at 2 B. 

366 2 10 

Malt, 30 chal. 8 bolls, 2 fir. at 5 B. 

122 2 6 

Marts,* 356, at 2 marks. 

553 8 

Mutton, 595, at 2 B. 

45 II 10 

Cheeie, 

237 2 0 

Geefe, 301, at 4d. 

604 

Poultry, 301. 

2183 

In Scotch money 

1666 2 11 

Obferve, near this place, a trafl quite covered with clover, fown by nature. Proceed 

wed, and am conducted to Sunderland *, the feat of 

- Campell, Efq. The im- 


provements of his lands are excellent, and the grafs fo good, and the fields fo clean, as 
to vie with any place. Near the houfe, in a well-flieltcrcd nook, is an apple-orchard, 
which bore plentifully : thefe, with flrawberries, arc the fruits of thefe remote iflands ; 
the climate denies other luxuries of this nature. : and even in thefe articles, Pomona 
Anile* but where flie fine’s a warm protetlion. 

About a mile from the iioufe, on the coaft, feparated from the land by a deep but dry 
chafm, is a large rock, with a' pretty large area on the top : on it arc veftigesof various 
habitations, the retreat of the ancient natives in times of irrefilliblc invafion : here they 
were fecurc, for the afeent is as difTicult and hazardous as moft I have lindcftaken. 
I’he place is called Burg-coul, and by the name refers to Fingal, orFin-mac-cuil. 

Sat up late, which gave me opportunity of knowing the lightnefs of the night in the 
iiland at thisfeafon : for at half an hour pad one in the morning, I could read the final I 
print of a ncwfpaper. • . 

July 4. Vifit Loch-guirm, about two hiiles diftant from Sunderland j a water of 
four miles in circumference, {hallow, but abounding with trout. It is mod remarkable 
for a regular fort of the Mac-donald’s, placed in a fmall ifland, but now in ruins : the 
form is fquare, with- a round badion at each corner j and in jhe middle arefome walls, 
the remains of the buildings that flteltered the garrifon : beneath one fide, between the 
two badions, was the place where Mac-Jonald fecured his boats : they were drawn be- 
neath the proteftion of the wall of the fort, and had another on their outlide, built in 
the water, as an additional lecurity. T'he .Dcanof the ifles fays, that in his time this 
cadlc was ufurped by Mac-ki!layne, of Dow^a'rd. 

Dine at Mr. CampbelFs, of Balnabbi. His land is quite riantc ; his padurcs in good 
order; and his people bufily employed in' hay- making.; obferved one piece of good 
grafs ground, which he alfured me was very lately covered with heath, now quite dc- 
ilroyed by the ufe of flielUfand. Perhaps it may feem trifling to. mention, that fome 
« xcellent neW potatoes were ferved up at dinner ; but this circumdance, with tht for- 
wardnefs of the hay harved, (hews what may be eff^fted by culture' in this ifland, 
w hen the tenure ia*fecure, for both jSunderland and Balnabbi are proprietors. 

See, near the houfe, threef upright dones, of a dupendous fize, placed nearly equi- 
diftanl ; the larged was feventeen feet high, and three broad. 

Ride two miles N. W. to Doun-vollan, where fome high rocks projefl one behind 
the other into the fea, with narrow Idhmufes between ; on the afeent ot each are drong 
d;kcs, placed tranfverfely, and a path leading towards the top ; and on fome parts arc 

* Near this place the dangerous ba/ of Sallego. 

4 
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hollows, probably the lodging of the occupiers. The lad of thefe rocks terminates in a 
precipice over the fea, and was the dernier refort of the defendants : fuch were the for- 
tifications of the barbarous ages : here were the aflailants fuccefsful, the gan ifon had no 
alternative but to perifli by the edge of the fword, or to precipitate themfelvcs into t!u. 
ocean. 

In various parts of this neighbourhood are fcattcred fmall holes, formed in tl,-. 
ground, large enough to hold a fingle man in a fitting pollure : the top is covered with 
abroad ftone, and that with eanh : into thefe unhappy fugitives took Ihelter after a de- 
feat, and drawing together fods, found a temporary concealment from enemies, who in 
early times knew not the giving or receiving of quarter. The incurfions of barbarians 
were always fliort ; fo that the fugitives could eafily fubfift in their earths till the dan- 
ger was over. Men were then almoft in a ftate of nature; how ftrong was their r'l* 
femblance to beads of prey ! The whole feenery of this place was unfpeakab'y favage, 
and the inhabitants fuitable. Falcons fereamed inceffantly over our heads, and w'e dil- 
turbed the eagles perched on the precipice. 

Continue clambering among the rocks impending over the fea, and fpllt by intervals 
into chafms, narrow, black, and of a dupendous depth ; whofe bottom appeared and dii- 
appeared according to the momentary corufeations of the furious foam of the waves, roll- 
ing i'rom the heavy ocean. Proceed along a narrow path, furrounding the face of a 
promontory hanging over the water, {kipping nimbly over a way that fear alone could 
make dangerous, lauginng at a bulky companion whom the red had didanced. 

Defcend a deep trait, and found part of our company (who chofe a lefs piilurefque 
road) in polfeflion of the fine cave of Saneg-mor : the entrance was diilicult : but after 
feme travel found the in fide of an augud extent and height ; the roof folid rock, which 
returned with the nnife of thunder, the difeharge of our mulkets. Within this cave 
was another drait before us, with a fine arched entrance; feveral of the company had 
got into it, and palling with their tapers backwards and forwards, from recels to recefs, 
appeared at our didance like the gliding fpeftres of Shakefpearc in the pit of Acheron. 
We followed, attd found our grotto divided into numbers oi far-winding palTages, fome- 
time opening into fine expanlts, again clofing, for a long fpace, into galleries, paflablo 
but with difficulty ; a p«frfecl fubterraneous labyrinth. A bagpiper preceded ; at 
times the whole fpace was filled with the found, which died away by degrees to a mere 
murmur, and foon after again adoniflied us with the bellowing, according as the mean- 
ders condndled him to, or from our lingular dations. 

July 5. Take leave of the hofpitable family of Sunderland ; ride along a different 
road acrofs the illand ; pafs by fome cairns, and fome ancient fences on the heath.-. 
Reach the head of Loch-UVuinard, a place celebrated for the battle of 'IV -ii-dhruinard, 
in •59'^, between the lord of the ifles, and Sir Lauchlan Mac-lcan, of Mull; the lad, 
with fifteen hundred men, invaded Hay, with a view of ufurping it from his nephew ; 
the fird had only eleven hundred, and was at fird obliged to retreat till he was joined 
by a hundred and twenty frefii forces ; this decided the engagement. Sir LauclUan w.is 
llain, with four-fcorc of his principal kinfmeii, and two hundred of his foldicrs, who 
lay furrounding the body of their chieftain. A llofte onjthe fpot, was c»vtlcd in me* 
morjr of his fall. 

Sir Lauchlan confulted a witch, the oracle of Mull, before he fet out on his expedi- 
tion ; and received three pieces of advice; fird, not to land on a 'I'hurlUay : a dorm 
forced him into dilbbcdiencc. The fecond, not to drink of a certain fpring ; which I.e 
did through ignorance. The thirti, not to fight befido Loch-druinard ; but tliis the 
fates may he fuppofed to have detonnined. 

Ride 
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Ride by Loch-finlagan, a narrow piece of water, celebrated for its ifle, a principal 
refidence of the great Mac-donald. ITie ruins of this place and chapel ftill exift, and 
alfo the ftonc on which he flood when he was crowned King of the ifles. This cuftom 
feems to have been common to the northern nations. The Danes • had their Kong- 
ftolen. 

ITio ceremony, (after the new lord had collected his kindred and vaflals) was trufy 
patriarchal. Alter putting on his armour his helmet and his fword, he took an oath to 
rule as his anceftors had done ; that is, to govern as a father would his children : his 
people in return fvvore that they would pay the fame obedience to him as children would 
their parent. The dominions of this potentate about the year 1586 confided only of 
Hay, Jura, Knapdale and Cantyre. So reduced were the)', from what they had been, 
before the deprivation of the great Earl of Rofs, in the reign of James 111 . 

Near tins is another little ille, where he affembled his council ; Ilian na Corlle, or. 
The ifland of council ; where thirteen judges condantly fat to decide differences among 
his fubjeds ; and received for their trouble the eleventh part of the value of the affair 
tried before them t- 

In the Aril ifland were buried the wives and children of the lords of the ifles ; but 
their own perfons were depofited in the more facred ground of Jona. 

On the Ihores of the lake are fome marks of the quarters of his Carnauch and Gilli* 
glafles, the military' of the ifles : the fird fignifying a drong man ; the lad, a grim look- 
ing fellow. 'I'he fird were light armed, and fought with darts and daggers ; the lad 
with /harp hatchets Thefe are the troops that Shakefpeare alludes to, when he 
ipeaks of a Donald, who 

• From the weftern I'flei 
Of Kermrs and Gallon glaHcs was fupplied. 

Upon the fhore are remains of a pier, and on a done is cut, A. II. or, CEneas the 
fecond, one of the lords of the ifles, in whofe reign it was founded §. ITiis proves fuf- 
ficently that Mac-donald was not their genend title, as fome have imagined : the mif- 
takc arofe from two of the name of Donald, who were mod remarkable for the ravages 
they made in Scotland, in the reign of Edward Baliol, in 1^68, and that of James 1. in 
1410. As the title is popular dill in the ifles, I chufe to continue what is fo much in 
ufc. 

Befides thofe already mentioned, the lords had a houfe and chapel at Laganon, on 
the fbuth fide of Loch-an-daal ; a drong cadle on a rock in the fea, at Dunowaick, at 
the fouth-cad end of the country ; for they made this ifland their refidence after their 
expulfion from that of Man, in 1304. 

There is a tradition, that while the ifle of Man was part of the kingdom of the ifles, 
that the rents were for a time paid in this country ; thofe in filver were paid on a rock 
dill called Creig-a-nione, or the rock of the filver rent : the other, Creig-a-nairgid, or, 
the rodk of rents in kind. Thefe lie oppofite to each other, at the mouth of a harbour, 

on the fouth fido> of this ifland. 

» . ' 

♦ Stephaais notx m Sax. Gramm. 29. 

\ Thel'c were the Annin or Ticrna heads of the principal families; who alfo aflifted the lord of the ifles 
wlih •I’i-.cir advice. 

Caintlcn, 1421. 

§ Boethius, 3B3. iFordun fays, that the lord of the ifles had here duas manfioncs et Caftrum Domano- 
rum. 


*3 


Return 
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Return to Freeport, and go on board my velTel, now at anchor on the Jura fide of 
the found in Whitefa lane bay. 

The ifle of Hay, Ifla, or, as it is called in Erfe, He, is of a fquare form, deeply in- 
dented on the fouth by the great bay of Loch-an daal, divided from Jura, on »he north- 
eafi, by the found which is near fourteen miles long, and about one broad. The tidc.s 
the mofi; violent and rapid ; the channel clear, excepting at the fouth entrance, where 
there are fome rocks on the Jura fide. 

The length of Hay, from the point of Ruval to the Mull of Kinoth, is twenty-eight 
miles ; is divided into the pariflies of Kildalton, Kilarow, Kilchonian, and Kilmcnie. 
The latitude “of Freeport, 55” 52' 2 C)* N. The face of the ifland is hilly, but not 
high : the loftieft hills arc Aird-inifdail, Diur bheinn, and Sgarb-bhein. The land in 
many parts is excellent, but much of it is covered with heath, and abfolutely in a 
ftate of nature. 

The produce is corn of different kinds ; fuch as bear, which fometimes yields eleven 
fold, and oats fix fold ; a ruinous difiillation prevails here, infomuch that it is fuppofed 
that more of the. bear is drank in form of whifky, than eaten in the fhape of bannocs. 
Wheat has been railed with good fuccefs in an inclofure belonging to the proprietor ; 
but in an open country where moft of the cattle go at large, it is impofiiblc to cultivate 
that grain, and the tenants are unable to inclofe. Much flax is raifed here, and about 
aoool. worth, fold out of the ifland in yarn, which might be better manufaftured on 
the fpot, to give employ to the poor natives. 

A fet of people worn down with poverty j their habitations feenes of mifery, made of 
Toofe (tones, without chimnies, without doors, excepting the faggot oppofed to the 
wind at one or other of the apertures, permitting the fmoke to efcape ' through the 
other, in order to prevent the pains of fuffocation. i'he furniture perfcftly correfponds : 
a pothook hangs from the middle of the roof, with a pot pendent over a gratelefs fire, 
filled with fiire that may rather be called a permiflion to exill, than a fupport of vigor- 
ous life} the inmates, as may be exptfted, lean, withered, duiky, and fmoked-dried. 
But my pi£fure is not of this ifland only. 

Notwithftanding the excellency of the land, above a thoufand pounds worth of 
meal is annually imported, a famine threatened at this time, but was prevented by the 
feafonable arrival of a meal (hip } and the inhabitants, like the fons of Jacob of old, 
flocked down to buy food. 

Ale is frequently made in this ifland of the young tops of heath, mixing two thirds 
of that plant with one of malt, fometimes adding hops. Boethius relates that this liquor 
was much ufed among the Pids, but when that nation was extirpated by the Scots, the 
fccret of making it perilhefl with them f. 

The country blell with fine manures ; befides fea-wrack, coral, Ihell-fand, rock and 
pit marie, it polfeifes a traft of thirty- fix fquare miles of limellone. What trealures, 
if properly applied, to bring wealth and plenty into the ifland. 

Numbers of cattle are bred here, and about feventeen hundred are annually exported 
at the price of fifty fliillings each. The ifland is often overftocked, and numbers die 
in March for want of fodder. None but milch cews are houfed ; lattl^ of all other 
kinds, except the laddie horfes, run out during winter. 

The number of inhabitants is computed to be between feven and eight thoufand. 
About feven hundred arc employed in the mines and in the fiihery } the red are 

* I am greatly iixlebted to Dr. Lind for the true latitude ; and for a bcautilhl map of the ifle from 
which 1 take my mcafureraeata. 'I Defer. Kegiii Scotorum. 

gentlemen. 
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f cntlemen-farmers, fubtenaiits or fcrvants. The women fpin. Few as yet have nn-. 
grated. 

'I'hc fcrvants are paid in kind ; the fixth part of the crop. They have houfes gratis : 
the \nafter gives tlicm the feed for the firft year, .and lends them horfes to plough an- 
nually the laud annexed. 

The air is Icfs healthy than that of Jura : the prefent epidemical difeafes are dropfies * 
and cancers ; the natural ctFccts of bad food. 

The quadrupeds of this ifland arc lloats, weafels, otters, and hares ; the laft fraall, 
dark-coloured, and bad runners. The birds are eagles, peregrine falcons, black and 
red game, and a very few ptarmigans. R ed breafted goofanders breed on the (hore 
«mong the loofe Rones, wild geefe in the moors. Herons in the ifland in Loch-guirm. 
The filh arc plaife, fmcardab, large dabs, mullets, ballan, lump-Rlh, black goby, 
greater dragonet, and that rare filh the LepadogaRer of M. Gbuan. 

Vipers fwarm in the heath ; the natives retain the vulgar error of their Ringing 
with their forked tongues ; that a fword on which the poifon has fallen will hifs in 
water like a red hot iron j and that a poultice of human ordure is an infallible cure 
for the bite. 

In this ifland feverarantient diverfions and fuperRitions are Rill preferved; the 
laR indeed are almoR extind, or at mofi durk only among the very meaneR of the 
people. 

The late wakes' or funerals, like thofe of the Romans, were attended with fports and 
dramaf'c entertainments, compofed of many parts, and the aftors often changed their 
drefl'cs fuitable to their charafters. The fubjedt of the drama was hiRorical and pre- 
fcr^’cd by memory. 

The active fports are wrcRling. i\nothcr is performed by jumping on a polo held 
tip horizontally by two men ; the performer lights on his knees, takes hold with both 
hands, bends and kifles it, and then fprings off. He who fucceeds in the feat when the 
poll is at higheR elevation, carries the prize. 

A fecond game of aflivity is played by two or three hundred, who form a circle ; 
and every one places his Rick in the ground before him by way of barrier. A perfon, 
called the.odd man, Rands in the middle, and delivers his itonnet to any one in the 
ring. This is nimbly handed round, and the owntr is to recover it ; and on fuccced- 
ing, takes the place of the perfon whom he took it from, and that perfon again takes 
the middle place. 

1 here arc two other trials of flrength : firfl, throwing the fledge-hammer. The 
other feems local. Two men fit on the ground foot to foot ^ each lays hold of a Ihort 
Hick, and the champion that can pull tlie other over is the winner. 

'I'he power of fafeination is as Rrongly believed here as it was by the fhepherds of 
Italy in times of old : . , 

Mefeio qiiis tcncros oc.ulis nitlii fafeinat agnos ! 

But here the pow^ of the evil eye afTefts more the milch cows than lambs. If the 
good houfewife perceives the efterf of the malicious on any of her kine, flie takes as 
much milk as flic can drain from the enchanted herd, for the witch commonly leaves 
very little. She then boils it with certain herbs, and adds to them flints and untem- 
pered Reel ; after that (lie fccures the door, and invokes the three facred perfons. THfe 
puts the witch into jpeh an agony, that flie comes nilling-willing to the houfe, bcgsjto 
be admitted, tb obtain relief by touching the powerful pot j the good woman ’ 

makes 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 289 

makes her terais ; the witch reftores the milk to the cattle, and in return is freed from 
her pains. 

Bur fometimes to fave the trouble of thofe charms (for it may happen that the dif- 
onler may arife from other caufes than an evil-eye,) the tria> is made by immerging in 
milk a certain herb, and if the cows are fuper-iiaturally affefted, it inftantly diilUls 
blood. 

The unfuccefsful lover revenges himfelf on his happy rival by charms potent as thofe 
of the fliepherd Alphefibajus, and exadly fimilar : 

tribua nodiu ternos Amarylli colores : 

Nede, Amarylli niodo. 

Donald takes three threads of different hues, and ties three knots on each, three 
times imprecating the moft cruel difappointments on the nuptial bed : but the bride- 
groom fo avert the harm, (lands at the altar with an untied (hoe, and puts a fixpence 
beneath his foot. ‘ 

A prefent was made me of a clach dun ceilach, or cock-knee (lone, believed to 
be obtained out of that part of the bird ; but 1 have unluckily forgotten its virtues. 
Not fo with the clach crubain, which is to cure all pains in the joints. It is to be 
prefumed both thefe amulets have been enchanted ; for the firft very much refembles 
a common pebble, the other is that fpecies of fofiil (hell called Gryph.ites. 

1 was alfo favoured with feveral of the nuts, commonly called Molucca beans, which 
are frequently found on the weftern (hores of this and others of the Hebrides. They 
are the feeds of the Dolichos urensy Guilatidina Bonduc. G. BonducettUy and mimofa fcan- 
dens of Linnaeus, natives of Jamaica. The fifth is a feed called by Bauhin,/r«<7z« exot : 
crbicuhtris fulcis nervifque quatuoty whofe place is unknown. The four firft grow: in 
quantities on the deep banks of the rivers of Jamaica, and are generally fuppofed to 
drop into thfe water, and to be carried into the fea } from thence by tides and currents, 
and the predominancy of the eaft wind, to be forced through the gulf of Florida into 
the North American ocean, in the fame manner as the Sargalfo, a plant growing on 
the rocks in the feas of Jamaica. When arrived in that pare of the Atlantic, they fall 
in with the wefterly winds, which generally blow two-thirds of the year in that fraft ; 
which may help to convey them to the (hores of the Hebrides and Orknies *. I was 
for refolving this phenomenon into (hipwrecks, and fuppofing that they might have been 
flung on thefe coafts out of fome unhappy vclfels ; but this folution of mine is ab- 
iblutely denied, from the frequency and regularity of the appearance of thefe feeds. 
American tortoifes, or turtks, have more than once been taken alive on thefe coafts, 
tempeft-driven from their warm feas ; and part of the mad of the Tilbury man of war^ 
burnt at Jamaica, was taken up on the vrellern coaft of Scotland ; fa^s that give pro- 
bability to the firft opinion. 

Hiftory furnifhes very few materials for the great events or revolutions of Hay. It 
feems to have been long a feat of empire, probably jointly with the ifle of Man, as 
being mod conveniently fituated for the government of the reft bf t^c Hebrides ; 
for Crovan the Norwegian, after his conqueft of that illand in 1066, retired and 
finifhcd bis days in Hay f. There are more Dani(h or Norwegian names of places in 
this ifland than any other ; almoft all the prefent farms derive their titles from them, 
fuch as Perfibus, Torridale, Torribolfe, and the like. On the retreat of the Danes it 
became the feat of their fuccelfors, the lords of the ides, and continued after their 

* Phil. T»nf. abridged, iii. 540. t Cbron. Man, 
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power was broken, iii the reign of Janies III. in their defcendants, the Mac>donalds, 
who held, or ought to have held it from the crown. It was in the poffeffion of a Sir 
James Mac-donald, in the year 1598, the fame who won the battle of Traii-dhruinard 
beifore mentioned. His power gave umbrage to James VI. who diredted the Lord of 
Macpleod, Cameron of Lochiel, and the Mac-neiles of Barra, to fupport the Mjic> 
leanes in another invafion. The rival parties met near the hill of Ben-bigger, eaft of 
Kilarovv ; a iierce engagement enfued, and the Macdonalds were defeated, and almoft 
entirely cut off. Sir James efcaped to Spain j but returned in 1620, was pardoned, 
received a penfion, and died the fame year at Glafgow, and in him expired the lad of 
the great Macdonalds. But the King, irritated by the dillurbances railed by private 
wars, waged between thefe and other clans, refumed • the grant made by his prede- 
ceffor, and transferred it to Sir John Campbel of Caldcr, who held it on paying an 
annual femduty of five hundred pounds flerliiig, which is paid to this day. The ifland 
was granted to Sir John, as a reward for his undertaking the conqued, but the family 
confidered it as a dear acquifition, by the lofs of many gallant followers, and by the 
expences incurred in fupport of it. At prefent it is in poffeffion of Mr. Campbel, of 
Shawfield, and the rents are about 2300!. per annum. 

July 6. VlTeigh anchor at three o’clock in the morning ; with the adidance of the 
dde get out of the Sound. See on the north-wed fide the place where that gallant 
enemy Thurot lay, at different times, expeffing the fit opportunity of his invafion, to 
be determined by the news he had of the fuccefs of the Bred fquadron. He was told 
that he lay in a dangerous place ; but he knew that ’his fecurity confided, in cafe a 
fuperior force came againd him, in being able cither to take to fea, or efcape through 
the Sound, according to the quarter the attack came from. His generofity and hu- 
manity are fpoken of in high terms by the iflanders ; and his didrefs appeared very deep 
when he was informed of the mifearrjage of Conflan’s fleet. 

Leave on the coad of Ifay, near the mouth of the Sound, the celebrated cave of 
Uamh-Fhearnaig, or Uam-mhbr. Fourteen or fifteen families retire to it during the 
fine feafon, as their fheelins, or fummer refidcnce, and three families refide in it the 
whole year. 

About eight or nine miles from the mouth of the Sound lie theiflesof Oranfay and 
Colonfay. The dillncfs of the day made the paffage tedious, which induced us to take 
boat ; the view midway was very fine of Hay and Jura, of the opening into Loch- 
Tarbat, a bay penetrating deep into Jura, and affording anchorage for large veffels; as 
was experienced a very few years ago by one of eight hundred tons, driven in during 
night : the mader found an opening, and paffed providentially between two rocks, at 
a fmall didance from each other ; and, finding himfelf in fmooth water, dropped an- 
chor, and lay fecure in a fine natural wet duck. A difeovery worthy the attention of 
mariners t. . . . • 

Beyond Jura appears the gulph of Corry-vrekan, bounded by the ille of Skarba ; 
the mountains of Mull fucceed ; and before us extend the (hores of the two iflands, 
the immediate obje&s of our vifit. , Lwd about one o’clock on Oranfay ; the ihip ar- 
rives foon aft^r, and anchors within Ghudimal, which, with two or three other little 
rocky illes, forms a harbour. 

* Feuds of the Illes, 99. 

f ^ Mariners have overlooked ihe account of this harbour given by Alexander Lindfay, pilot to James V. 
In hiVnavigation roiind*^Scotlai>d, in 1536, who pronounces it to have good anchorage. James in perfon 
executed the great defign of taking charts of the coafts of his dominions, and founding the moll diHant 
and dangerous rocks. 

8 After 
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After about a mile’s walk reach the ruins of the antient monaftcry, founded (as 
fome fay) by St. Columba, but with more probability by one of the Lords of the ifles, 
who fixed here a priory of canons regular of Auguftine,- dependent on the abby of 
llolyrood in Edinburgh. The church is fifty-nine feet by eighteen, and contains the 
tombs of numbers of the antient iflanders, two of warriors recumbent, feven feet long ; 
a flattery perhaps of thefculptor, to give to future ages exalted notions of their proweis. 
Befides thefe, are fcattered over the floor lefl'er figures of heroes, priefts and females ; 
the lafl: feemingly of fome order ; and rvear them is a figure, cut in ftone, of full fize, 
apparently an abbefs. 1 

In a fide chapel, beneath an arch, lies an abbot, of the name of Mac-dufie, ^ith two 
of his fingers elated, in the attitude of benedidion : in the fame place is a ftone enriched 
with foliage, a ftag fiirrounded with dogs, and a fliip with full fail : round is inferibed. 

Hie jacet Murchardus Mac>dufie de Collonlf, An. Do. i539> menfe mart, ora me ille. 
ammen.” 

This Murchardus is faid to have been a great oppreflTor, and that lie was executed, 
by order of the Lord of theifles, for his tyranny. Near his tomb is a long pole, placed 
there in memory of the enfign'ftaff of the family, which had been preferved miraculoufly 
for two hundred years : on it (report fays) depended the fate of the Mac-dufian race, 
and probably the original perifhed with this Murchardus. 

Adjoining to the church is the cloifter, a fquare of forty-one feet : one of the fides 
of the inner wall is ruined ; on two of the others are feven low arches, one feven feet 
high including the columns, which are nothing more than two thin ftones *, three feet 
high, with a nat ftone on the top of each, ferving as a plinth ; and on them two other 
thin ftones, meeting at top, and forming an acute angle, by way of arch : on the fore- 
fide are five fmall round arches ; thefe furround court of twenty-eight feet eight 
Inches. This form is peculiar (in our part of Europe) to this place ; but I am told that 
the fame is obferved in fome of the religious houfes in the iflands of the Archipelago. 

Several other buildings join this, all in a ruinous ftate } but a moft elegant crofs is 
yet ftanding, twelve feet high, one foot feven broad, five inches thick. 

St. Columba, when he left Ireland, made a vow never to fettle within fight of his 
native country : accordingly when he and his friend Oran landed here, they afeended 
a hill, and Ireland appeared in full view. This induced the holy men to make a fudden 
retreat; but Oran had the honour of giving name td the ifland. 

July 7. Afcend the very hill that the faint did : lofty and craggy, inhabited by red- 
billed choughs and ftares. On the top is a retreat of the old inhabitants, protefled by 
a ftrong ftone dike and advanced works. On the plain below is a large round mount, 
flat at top, on which had probably been a fmall Danifli fort, fuch as are frequently feen" 
in Ireland. Nearer the Ihore in the call fide of the ifland is a large conic tumulus ; and 
on the fame plain, a fmall crofs placed, where a Mac-dufie’s corps is faid to have refted. 

Take a boat and vifit Bird ifland, and fome other rocks divided by narrow paflages, 
filled by a moft rapid tide. Saw feveraL eider ducks and fome (hieldrakcs. The 
iflanders negleft to gather the down of the formor* which would bring in a little 
money. * 

This is the bird called by the dean of the ifles colk. From the crrcumftance of its 
depluming its breaft,"^e fables that, “ at that time her fleichc of fedderis fallcth of her 
hailly, and fayles to the mayne fea againe, and never comes to land quhyll the zeir end 
again, and then ihe comes with her nev flciche of fedderis : this fleithe that (he leaves 
zeirly upon her neft hes nae pens in the fedderis, bot utter fine downes.” 

* On one of thefe there is an infeription, which was copied, but by fome accident loft. 
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The feals are here numerous : a few are caught in nets placed between thefe rocks. 
The great fpecies is taken on Du hirtach, a great rock about a mile round, ten leagues 
to the weft ; reported to be the neareft of any to America. 

Oranfay is three miles long ; .the fouth part low and fandy, the reft high and rocky : 
is divided from Colonfay by a narrow found dry at low water. This ifland is a linglc 
farm, yielding bear, flax, and much potatoes, which are left in their beds the whole 
winter, covered with fea^tvrack, to protect them from the froft. The manure is fliell 
fand and wrack : the laft laid on grafs will produce but one crop ; on corndand it will 
produce two. Sixty milch cows are kept here j and this year eighty head of cattle 
were fold from the ifland at three pounds a-piece : fome butter and cheefe arc alio 
exported. 

This ifland is rented by Mr. Mac-Neile, brother to the proprietor of both iflands. 
The rent is not more than forty poundsli year ; yet according to the cuftom of the 
ifles, the farm employs a number of fervants, viz. a chief labourer, who has fifty (hil- 
lings a year, and a ftone of meal perweek ; a principal herdfman, whofe wages are grafs 
for two cows, and meal fufHcicnt for his family ; a cow-herd, who has twenty-four 
fliillings a year and (hoes ; one under him, whofe tvages are about fixteen (hillings ; 
and a calf-herd, who is allowed ten (hillings. Befides thefe are t^o other men, called 
from their employ aoireannan, who have the charge of cultivating a certain portion of 
land, and alfo overfeeing the cattle it fupports ; thefe have grafs for two milch cows 
and fix (heep, and the tenth (heaf, the produce of the ground, and as many potatoes as 
they chufe to plant. The maid fervants are a houfekeeper, at three pounds a year ; a 
principal dairy maid, twelve marks Scots each half year i and five other women, five 
marks. 

Crofs the found at low w'ater, and enter the ifland of Colonfay, twelve miles long, 
three broad, full of rocky hills, running tranfverfely, with variety of pretty meandering 
vales full of grafs, and moft excellent for pafturage. Even the hills have plenty of 
.herbage mixed with the rock. The vallies want inclofures and want woods, the com- 
mon defeft of all the Hebrides : they yield bear and potatoes ; much of the firft is ufed 
in diflillation, to the very ftarving of the iflanders, who are obliged to import meal for 
their fubfiftence. About two hundred and twenty head of cattle are annually exported 
at 3I. each. In 1736 the price was only five-and-twenty (hillings; but the rile com- 
menced two years after the rebellion. Yet even this advance does not enrich the people 
.of this pretty ifland, for their whole profit is exhaufted in the purchafe of bread, which 
their own induftry ought to fupply. 

Oats are'fown here about the middle of April, and yield three and a half. Bear pro- 
duces eight fold. Forty or fifty tons of kelp are annually made in both iflands. The 
materials are collected on the (hores in the middle of April, and the kelp exported in 
Augufl, at the rate of 3I. los. or 4I. per ton. 

Their poverty prevents them from ufing the very means Providence has. given them 
of railing a comfortable fubfiftence. They have a gpod foil, plenty of limeftone, and 
fuflicient quantity, of peat. A fea abounding with filh ; but their diftrefled (late difabies 
them from efiltivating the one, and taking the other. Thefe two iflands contain eight 
thoufand four hundred acres, of which about two thoufand fix hundred are arable. 
How inadequate then is the produce of cattle ; and how much moire fo is that of com ! 

The foil of this ifland is far fuperior in goodnefs to that of Oranfay ; yet how dif- 
proportionably lefscare the exports : Oranfay owes its advantages to the good manage- 
ment of the tenant. 
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In both iflands are between five and fix hundred fouls. The old inabitants were the 
Mac-dufies and the Mac-vurechs, The firft were chief : “ This iflo (fays the dean) is 
bruk.it be ane gentle capitane callit Mac-dufyke and pc-rtened of auld to Clandonald of 
Kyntyre,” and it is now brukit be ane gentle capitane callit Mac-neile, who has never 
raifod his rents, has preferved the love of his people, and loft but a fingle family by mi- 
gration. 

Thisifland, fince the time of the. dean, was the property of the Argyle family, who 
fold it to an anceftor of the prefent proprietor about fixty years ago. I conjedure that 
the ancient owner might have forfeited by engaging in the laft rebellion or the Mac- 
donalds ; and that it was included in the large grant of iflands made to the Campbels, 
in reward for their fervices. 

Met with nothing very interefting in the ride. Pafs by a chain of fmall lakes, called 
Loch-fad, by two great ered ftones monumental, at Cil chattan, and by a ruined chapel. 
There are three others ; but notwithftanding, from this circumftance, Oranfay and Co- 
lonfay might be fuppofed to have been ifles of fandity, yet from the reformation till 
within the laft fix years, the facrament had been only once adminiftered. 

Reach Cil-oran, the feat of the proprietor, Mr. Mac-neile, who entertained us with 
much politenefs. His houfe is well-lhcltercd, and trees grow very vigoroufly in its 
neighbourhood. There is fcarcely an illand, where vallies proteded from winds may 
not be found, in which trees might be planted to great advantage. Afli and maple 
would fuccced particularly well ; and in many places the beft kinds of willows would 
turn to good account, and produce a manufadlure of bafleets and hampers, articles our 
commercial towns have a great demand for. 

Rabbits abound here ; about a hundred and twenty dozen of their ikins arc annually 
exported. 

Bemacles appear here in vaft Hocks in September, and retire the latter end of April 
or beginning of May. Among the domeftic fowls I obferved peacocks to thrive well in 
the farm at Oranfay ; fo far north has this Indian bird been naturalized. 

Neither frogs, toads, nor vipers are found here j or any kind of ferpent, except the 
harmlefs blind-worm. 

I met with no remarkable foffils. Black talc, the mica lamellata martialis nigra of 
Cronfted, fed. 95, is found here, both in large detached flakes, and immerfed in indu- 
rated clay. Alfo rock ftone formed of glimmer and quartz. An imperfed granite is 
not unfrequent. 

July 8. In the morning walk down to the eaftem coaft of the ifland, to a creek 
guarded by the little rocky^ ifle of Olamfay, where fmall vefl'els may find Ihelter. Find 
Mr. Thompfon plying off at a mile’s diftance. Go on board, and fail for Jona. The 
lofty mountains of Mull lay in the front : the eaftern views were Hay, Jura, Scarba, 
and the entrance of the gulph of Corryvrekan j beyond lies Lorn, and at a diftance 
foars the high hill of Crouachan. 

Steer to the north-weft ; but our courfe greatly delayed by calms : take numbers 
of grey gurnards in all depths of water, and find young herrings in their ftomachs. 

Towards evening arrive within fight of Jona, and a tregaendous chain lof rocks lying 
to the fouth of it, rendered more horrible by the perpetual noife of breakers. Defer 
our entrance into the found till day-light. 

July 9. About eight of the clock in the morning very narrowly efcape ftriking on 
the rock Bonirevor, apparent at this time by the breaking of a wave : our mafter was 
at fume diftance in his boat, in fcarch of fca-fowl, but alarmed with the danger of his 
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veffel, was hallening to its relief ; but the tide conveyed us out of reach of the rock, 
and faved him the trouble of landing us, for the weather was fo calm as to free us front 
any apprchenfions about our lives. After tiding for three hours, anchor in the found 
of Jona, in three fathoms water, on a white fandy bottom ; but the fafeft anchorage is 
on the call fide, between a little ifle and that of Mull : this found is three miles long 
and one broad, lliallow, and in foine parts dry at the ebb of fpring tides ; it is bound^ 
on the eaft by the ifland of Mull j on the weft by that of Jona, the moft celebrated of the 
Hebrides. 

Multitudes of gannets were now fiihing here-: they precipitated themfelws from a 
vail height, plunged on their prey at leaft two fathoms deep, and took to the air again 
as foon as they emerged. Their fenfe of feeing inuft be exquifite ; but they are -often 
deceived, for Mr. Thompfon informed me that he had frequently taken them by placing 
a herring on a hook, and finking it a fathom deep, which the gannet plunges fur and is 
taken. 

The view of Jona was very piffurcfque ; the eaft fide, or that which bounds the found, 
exhibited a beautiful variety j an extent of plain, a little elevated above the water, and 
alinoft covered with the ruins of the facred buildings, and with the remains of the old 
town ftiil inhabited. Beyond thefe the ifland rifes into little rocky hills, with narrow 
verdant hollows between (for they merit not the name of vallies), and num<»Dus enough 
for every reclufe to take his folitary walk, undifturbed by fociety. 

The ifland belongs to the parifh of Rofs,in Mull-, is three miles long and one broad ; 
the eaft fide moftly flat the middle rifes into fmall hilts ;• the weft fide very rude and 
rocky.; the whole is a Angular mixture of rock and fertility. 

The foil -is a compound of fand and comminuted Tea fhells, mixed with black loam ; 
is very favourable to the growth of bear, natural clover, crowsfoot, and daifies. It is 
in perpetual tillage, and is- ploughed thrice before the fowing the crops at this time 
made a promifing appearance, but the feed was committed to the ground at very dif- 
ferent times ; fome, I think, about the beginning of May, 'and fome not three weeks 
ago. Oats do not fucceed here ; but fiax and potatoes come on very well. I am in- 
formed that the foil in Col, 'I’ir-I, and North and South Uill, is fimilar to that in- Jona. 

The tenants here run-rig, and have the pafturag-e in common. It fupports about a 
hundred and eight head of cattle, and about five hundred fheep. There is no heath in 
this ifland : cattle unufed to that plant give bloody milk ; which is the cafe with the 
cattle of Jona tranfported to Mull, where that vegetable abounds ; but the cure is foon 
effefted by giving them plenty of water. 

Servants are paid here commonly with a fourth of the crpp,' grafs for three or four 
.cow^ and a few iheep. 

The number of inhabitants is about a hundred and fifty : the moft ftupid and the 
moft lazy of all the ilkinders ; ^ yet m^y of them boaft of their defeent from the com- 
panions of St. Columba. 

A few of the more common birds frequent this ifland : wild geefe breed here, and 
the young are often reared and tamed by the natives. 

The beautifeil fea-buglofs makes ‘the fliores gay with its glaucous leaves and purple 
flowers. The eryngo, or fea.holly,is frequent; and the fatal belladonna is found here. 

The granites durus rubefeens, the fame with the Egyptian, is found in Nuns-ifle, and 
on the coaft of Mull : a breccia quartzofa, of a beautiful kind, is common ; and the 
rocks to the fouth of the bay of Martyrs is formed of the Swedifh trapp, ufeful to glafs- 
makers *. * ® 


* Cronfled, No. cclxvli. 
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Jona derives its name from a Hebrew word fijrnifying a dove, in allufion to the name 
of the great faint, Coluinba, the founder of its f;imc. 'I'his holy man, infligated by his 
zeal, left his native country, Ireland, in the year 565, with the pious defign of preaching 
the gofpel to the Pifls. It appears that ho left his native foil with warm refentment, 
vowing never to make a fcttlcmcnt within fight of that bated ifland. Me made his firll 
trial at Oranfay, and on finding that place too near IreLind, fuccceded to his wiflt at 
Hy, for that was the name ol Jona at the time of his arrival. He repeated here the ex- 
periment on feveral hills, eretling on each a heap of Hones ; and that which he laft 
afeended is to this day called Carnan-chul-rch-Eirinn, or the eminence of the back 
turned to Ireland. 

Columba. was foon diftinguifliod by the fanftity of his manners : a miracle that he 
wrought fo operated bn the Piftifti king, Bradens, that he immediately made a prefent 
of the little illc to the faint. It feems that his niajolty had refufed Columba an audi- 
ence, and even proceeded fo far as to order the palace gates to be fliut againft him ; but 
the faint, by the power of his word, infiantly caufed them to fly open. 

As foon as he was in pofTeflion of Jona he founded a cell of monks, borrowing his 
infiitutions from a certain oriental monaftic order *. It is faid that the firft religious 
were canons regular, of whom the founder was the firfl; abbot ; and that his monks, till 
the year 7 1 6, differed from thofe of the church of Rome, both in the obfervation of 
Eafter, and the clerical tonfure. Columba led here an exemplary life, and was highly 
rofpeded for the fan^lity of his manners for a confiderable number of years. He is 
the firft on record who had the faculty of fecond-fight, for he told the victory of Aidan 
over the PiAs and Saxons on the^very inftant it happened. He had the honour of bu- 
rying in this ifland Convallus and Kinnatil, two kings of Scotland, and of crowning a 
third. At length, worn out with age, he died, in Jona, in the arms of his difciples j was 
interred there, but (as the Irifli pretend) in after- times tranflated to Down, where, ac- 
cording to the epitaph, his remains were depofited with thofe of St. Bridget and St. 
Patrick. 

HI tres In Diino tumulo tumulantur m uno ; 

]|}rlgida, Palricius, atquc Columba plus. 

But this is totally denied by the Scots j who affirm that the contrary is Ihewn in the 
life of the faint, extrafted out of the pope’s library, and tranflated out of the I.atin into 
Erfe, by father Cal-o-horan, which decides in favour of Jona the momentous difputef. 

After the death of St. Columba, the ifland received the name of Y-columb-cill, or 
the ifle of the cell of Coluiyba. In procefs of time the ifland itfdf was perfonified, and 
by a common blunder in early times converted into a faint, and worfliipped under the 
title of St. Columb-killa. 

The religious continued unmoleftcd during two centuries ; but in the year 807 were 
attacked by the Danes, who with their ufual barbarity put part of the monks to the 
fword, and obliged the remainder, with their abbot Cellach, to feek fafety by flying 
from their rage. The monaflery remained depopulated for feven years ; but on the 
retreat of the Danes received a new order, being thbn peopled by Clmuaes, who con- 
tinued there till the diffolution, when the revenues were united to the fee of Argylc. 

Took boat and landed on the fpot called the Bay of Martyrs, the place wliere the 
bodies of thofe who were to be interred in this holy ground were received during the 
period of fuperftition. 

f» 

* Sir Roger Twifden*i*Rife of Monaftic States, 36. t M. S. iu Advuc. Libr. 1695. 
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Wsllicd about a quarter of a mile to the fouth, in order to fix on a convenient fpot 
for pitching a riulc tenr, ibi-med of oars and fails, as our day I'cHdencc, during our ftay 
on the ifland. 

Obferve a littl.- beyond an oblong inclofnre, bounded by a (lone dike, called Clacli- 
nan Druinach, and fu nofed to hav<' been the burial-place of the Druids, for bones of 
various fizes are found there. 1 have no doubt but that druidiliu was the original reli- 
gion of this place; yet I (uppofe this to have been rather the common cemetery of the 
people of the town, which lies almoft doll* to the bay of Martyrs. 

Having fettled the bufinefs of our tent, return through the town, confiding at pre- 
fent of about fifty houfes, modly very mean, thatched with draw of bear pulled up by 
the roots, and bound tight on the roof with ropes made of heath. Some of the houfes 
that lie a little beyond the red feemed to have been better condrufted than the others, 
and to have been the manfions of the inhabitants when the place was in a flourilhing 
date, but at prefent are in a very ruinous condition. 

Vifit every place in the order that they lay from the village. The firfl: was the ruin 
of the nunnery, filled with canonedes of St. Augulbne, and confecrated to St. Oran. 
They were permitted to live in community for a confidorable time after the reforma- 
tion, and wore a w'hite gown, and above it a rotchf-t of fine linen *. 

The church was fifty-eight feet by twenty : the roof of the cad end is entire, is a 
pretty vault made of very thin fton. s, bound together by four ribs meeting in the centre. 
The floor is covered fome feet thick with cow-dung; this place being at prefent the 
conimon fhelter for the cattle ; and the ifl.mders are too lazy to remove this fine ma- 
nure, the colledion of a century, to enrich their grounds. 

With much difficulty, by virtue of fair w'ords and a bribe, prevail on one of thefe 
lidlefs fellows to remove a great quantity of this dunghill, and by that means once more 
expofe to light the tomb of the lafl priorefs. Her figure is cui on the face of the done ; 
an angel on each fide fupports her head ; and above them is a little plate and a comb. 
The priorefs occupies only one half of the furface ; the other is filled with the form of 
the Virgin Mary, with head crowned and mitred ; the child in her arms ; and to denote 
her Queen of Heaven, a fun and moon appear above. At hfT feet is this addrefs, from 
the priorefs : “ Sancla Maria ora pro me.” And round the lady is inferibed • “ Hie 
jacet Domina Anna Donaldi Terleti t fifia quondam priorilTa do Jona quae obiit an o m® 
d° xi"*® ejus animan altiffimo commendamus ” 

Mr. Stuart, who fome time pad vifited this place, informed me that at that time he 
obferved this fragment of another infeription : ** Hie jacet Mariota filia Johan : Lauch- 
lani Domini de . . . .” ' < 

Befide’s this place of fepulture, was another on the outfide, allotted for the nuns ; 
where, at arefpe&able diitance from the virtuous reclufes, lies in folitude a frail filler. 

'Ihis nunnery could never have been founded (as fome ad’ert) in (he days of St. Co- 
lumba, who was no admirer of the fair fex : in faft he held them in fuch abhorrence, that 
he deteded all cattle on thoir account, and would not^ermit a cow to come within light 
of his facred walls ; becaufe “ ’S(pr am bi bo, bi’dh bean, 'Sfar am bi bean, bi’dh 
niallacha * ** Where thene is a cow, there mult be a woman ; and where there is a 
woman, there mud be mifehief.” 

Advance from hence along abroad paved way, which is continued in a line from the 
nuniif-ry to the cathedral : another branches from it to the bay of Martyrs ; aiul a thirds 
aarrower than the a)tbers, points towards the hills. 


* Keith, 280. 
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On’ this road is a large and elegant crofs, called that of Maclcane, one of three hun- 
dred and fixty that were Handing in this ifland at the reformation *, but immediately 
after were alinoft entirely demoUHied by order of a provincial alTembly, held in the 
ifland. It feems to have been cuHomary in Scotland for individuals to ereGt crofles, 
probably in confequence of fome vow, or perhaps out of a vain hope of perpetuating 
their memory. 

Arrive at Reilig Ourain, or the burying-place of Oran, a vaft enclofure ; the great 
place of interment for the number of monarchs who were depofited here, and for the 
potentates of every’ ifle, and their lineage; for all were ambitious of lying in this holy 
I'pot. The place is in a manner filled with grave-Hones, but fo overgrown with weeds, 
efpecially with the common butter-bur, that very few are at prefent to be feen. 

I was very defirous of viewing the tombs of the kings, deferibed by the Dean of the 
ifles, and from him by Buchanan : the former fays that in his time there were three, 
built in form of little chapels ; on one was inferibed, Tumulus Regum Scotiae.” 
In this were depofited the remains of forty-eight Scottifh monarchs, beginning with 
Fergus II., and ending with the famous Macbeth : for his fuccefibr, Malcolm Canmore, 
decreed for the future Dumferline to be the place of royal fepulture J. Of the Scotrifli 
monarchs interred in Jona, fixteen are pretended to be of the race of Alpin, and are 
Hyled, Righrid Ailpeanaeh. 

Fei'gus was the founder of this maufoleum (Boethius calls it abbatia ^), and not only 
ilireAed that it fliould be the fepulchre of his fuccclTors, but alfo caufed an office to be 
conipofcd for the funeral ceremony. 

The next was inferibed, “ Tumulus Regum Hiberniae,” contaimng four Irifh mo- 
narchs; and the third, “Tumulus Regum Norwegiae,” containing eight Norwegian 
princes, or more probably viceroys, of the Hebrides, while they were fubje^ to that 
crown. 

That fo many crowned heads, from different nations, Ihould prefer this as the place 
of their interment, is laid to have been owing to an ancient prophecy : 

Seachd bliadiia roimh'n bhraa 
Thig inuir thar Eirin re aon tra* 

^tliar 11c ghii irm ghlais 

Ach Saamhaidh I cholum clairich. 

Which is to this effed : Seven years before the end of the worid a deluge fliall 
drown the nations : the Tea, at one tide, lhall cover Ireland, and the green-headed Hay ; 
but Columba’s ifle (hall fwim above the flood.” 

But of thefe ceicbrated'tombs we could difeover nothing more than certain flight 
remains, that were built in a ridged form, and arched within ; but the inferiptions were 
loH. Thefe are called Jomaire nan righ, or the ridge of the kings. Among thefe 
Hones were found two with Gaelic inferiptions, and the form of a crofs carved on each : 
the words on one were, “ Cros Domhaii Fat*afich,” or the crofs of Donald Long- 
Hianks ; the other fignified the crofs of Urchvinc o Guin. The letters were thofe of 
the moH ancient Irifh alphabet, exhibited in 'Valiancy^ Irifh graniman 

Among the fame Hones is alfo the following : ** Hie jdeent quatuor priores de — ex 
ima naticnc 'V : Johannes, Hugonius, Patricius : in decretis olim Bacularius, alter Hu- 
gonius II qui obiit an. Dorn, millcfs'"*’ quingentefiimo.” 

* Short Defer, of Jona, 1693. Advoc. Libr. M. S. f P. 19. 4 - Boethiaai lib. vU. p. tat. 
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§ J.Ib. vii. p. 1 19. I] CorrcAcd by John Llo)d, Efq. of Wyg-fair, FUntfliire. 
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I am indebted to Mr. Stuart for thefe three inferiptions, wliich he met with in his 
former voyage ; arrivinpj before the growth of the all-covering weeds. Mr. Frazier, 
Ion to the Dean of the illes, informed Mr. Sachevcrel, governor of theifle of Man, who 
vifited Jona in 1688, that his father had collcfted there three hundred i.dcriptions, and 
prefented them to the Earl of Arg\ le ; which were afterwards loll in the troubles of 
the family. 

The chapel of St. Oran Hands in this fpacc, which legend reports to have been the 
firft building attempted by St. Colutnba ; by the working of Ibme evil fpirit, the w'alls 
fell down as fall as they were built up. 

After fome confultation it was pronounced, that they never would be permanent till 
a human viflim was buried alive : Oran a companion of the faint, gcitcroufly offered 
himfelf, and was interred accordingly : at the end of three days St. C'olumba had the 
curiofity to take a farewell look at his old friend, and caufed the earth to be removed. 
To the furprize of a‘l beholders, Oran ftaried up, and began to reveal the fecrets of 
his prifon-houfe ; and particularly declared, that all that had been faid of hell was a 
there joke. 'I’his dangerous impiety fo fliocked Columba,. that, with great policy, he 
inffantly ordered the earth to be flung in again ; poor Oran w'as overwhelmed, and an 
end for ever put to his prating. His grave is near the door, diftinguifhed only by a plain 
red ft one. 

Boethius * gives us reafon to fuppofe, before this period, Jona to have been the 
habitation of the weird fillers and cacodxmons ; for King Natholocus, like Saul of old, 
confultcd in this ifland an old witch, of uncommon fame : no wonder, therefore, that 
the prince of darknefs ftiould be interefted in the overtfirow of cdi.nces that were to 
put an end to his influence. 

In Oran’s chapel arefeveral tombs, and near it many more: within, beneath a re- 
cefs formed with three neat pointed arches, is a tomb-ftone with a fliip and fevcral orna- 
ments. I forgot whether the fails were furled : in that cafe the d-‘ceafcJ was defeended 
from the ancient Kings of Man of the Norwegian t race, who ufed thole arms. 

Near the fouth end is the tomb of the abbot Mac-kinnan’s father, inferibed, Hmc efl 
crux Lauchlani Me. Fingon et cjus filii Johannis Abbatis de Hy. fafta an. Dom. m H -i- 
cccclxxxix. 

Another of Macdonald of Hay and Cantyre, commonly called Jnnus, or Angus oig, 
the efhef of the name. He was a flrong friend to Robert Bruce, and was with him 
at the- battle of Bannockboufne. His infeription is. Hie jacet corpus Angufii filii 
Domini Angufii Me. Domhnill de I!ay. 

In another place lies the grave-flone of Ailean Nan Sop, a Ceatharnarch, or head of 
a party, of the name of Macleane ; from whom is dcfccnJcd the family of Torloifg. 
'Ihe I lone is omainentcd with carving and a Ihip. 

A Macleane, of Col, appears in armour with a fword in his left hand. A Macleane 
of i^uart, with armour, fhield and two-handed fword. And a third, cf the fame name 
of the family of Lochbuy : his right hand grafps a j)iftol, his left a fword. Belides 
thefo, arc number^ of other ancient heroes, whole very names have perifhed, and they 
dt prived of their expeded glpry :■ fheir lives were, like the path of an arrow, clofeJ up 
and loll as foon as pall ; and probably in ihofe times of barbai ifm, as fatal to their fel- 
low creatures. 

About I'eventy feet fouth of the chapel is a red unpolifhed ftone ; beneath which lies 
a namelefs King of France. But the memory of the famous old doftor of Mull has had 


* l.ib. vi. p. 90. 


f Doffor Macplierfon. 
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a better fate, and is preferved in thefe words : Hie jacet Johannes Betonus Maclcnoruin. 
tainilia:, medicus, qui niortuus eft 19 Novembris 1657. iEt. 63. Donaldus Betonus 
fecit. 1674. 

Ecce cadit jaculo wort?? iniqua* ; 

Qui totiVs aIo?$ folvcrai ?p(c mails. 

SoH Deo Gloria. 

A little north weft of the door is the pedeftal of a cro’s : on it are certain ftones, 
that feem to have been the fupport of a tomb. Numbers who vifit this ifland (I fup- 
pofe the elcff impatient for the confummation of all things) think it incumbent on them 
to turn each of ihefe thrice round, according to the courfc of the fun. They are called 
Clacha-brath ; for it is thought that the brath, or end of the world, will not arrive till 
the ftone on which they Hand is worn through. Originally, fays Mr. Sachevcrel, 
here were three noble globes, of white marble, placed on three ftone bafons, and thefe 
were turned round ; but the fynod ordered them, and fixty crofles, to be thrown into 
the fca. The prefent ftones are probably fubftituted in place of thefe globes. 

The precinct of thefe tombs was held facred, and enjoyed the privileges of a Girth, 
or faiicluary *. Thefe places of retreat were by the ancient Scotch law, not to ftieltcr 
indifcriminately every offender, as was the cafe in more bigotted times in Catholic 
countries : for here all atrocious criminals were e.\cluded ; and only the unfortunate 
delinquent, or the penitent finner fhielded from the inftant ftroke of rigorous jufticc. 
'file laws are penned with fuch humanity and good fenfe, that the reader cannot be dif- 
plcafed with feeing them in their native fimpHcity f. 

“ Gif any fleis to IIalik Kirk moved with repentance confeffes there that he 
” heavily finned, and for the love of God is come to the houfe of God for fafetie of 
“ himfelf, he fall nocht time life nor linime bot quhat he has taken frac anie man he 
“ fall reltore fame-ikill to him, and fall fatisfic the King according to the law of the 
“ count rie. 

“ And fwa fallfwere upon the IlalieEvangell that there-after he fall never commit 
“ reif nor thelft.” Alex. 1 1. c 6 . 

“ If ane manflayer takes himfelf to the immunilie of the Kirk, he fould be admon* 
“ iffed and required to come forth and prefent himfelf to the law ; to know gif the 
“ flaucliter was committed be forthocht felonie or murther, 

“ And gif hebc admoniffed, and will not come furth ; fra that time forth in all time 
“ thereafter he fal be baniflied and exiled as anc committer of murther and foretbocht 
“ felonie ; keep and refervand to him the immunitie of the kirk to the whilk he take 
“ himfelf.” ‘Rob. 1 1 . c. 9. 

Particular care was alfo taken that they fhould receive no injury during their retreat; 
penalties were euafled for even ftriking; but for the murder of any, “ The King was 
to have from the flayer twentye nine kyes and anc zoung kow ; and the offender was 
alfo to aflithe to the friends of the defunff conforme to the laws of the countrie.” 
Wil. c. 5. 

The cathedral lies a litile to tHe north of this inclofure: is in the form of a crofs. 
The length from eaft to weft is a hundred and fifteen feet. The brefdthiwenty-thrce. 
The length of the tranfept feventy. Over the centre is aliandfomc tower ; on each of 
which is a window with fomc ftone work of different forms in every one. 

On the fouth fide of the chancel are fome Gothic arche.s fupported by pillars, nine 
feet eight inches high, including the capitals ; and eight feet nine inches in circumfer- 

• Eo JuD, lib. it. c. 10. f From ili ' Regiam Majidatpni, 

Q Q ^ 
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ence. The capitals are quite peculiar ; carved round with various fuperflitious figures^ 
among others is an angel weighing of fouls. 

The altar was of white marble veined with grey, and is vulgarly fuppofed to have 
reached from fide to fide of the chancel : but Mr. Sachevercl *, who fawit when aU 
moft entire, aflures us, that the fize was fix feet by four. 

The demolition of this ftone was owing to the belief of the fuperftitious ; who were 
of opinion, that a piece of it conveyed to the poiTeflbr fuccefs in whatever he undertook. 
A very finall portion is now left ; and even that we contributed to diminifli. 

Near the altar is the tomb of the abbot Mac>kinnon. His fiiiure lies recumbent, 
with this infeription round the margin, “ Hie jacet Johannes Mac-Fingone abbas de \ ly, 
qui obiit anno Domini Milleflimo quingenteilimo, cujus animx pmpitietur Deus altilfi- 
mus. Amen.** 

On the other fide is the tomb and figure of Abbot Kenneth. 

On the floor is the effigy of an armed knight, with a whilk by bis fide, as if he jufl: 
had returned from the fcafl of fliells in the hall of Fingal. 

Among thefe funeral fubjefts, the interment (a few years ago) of a female remarkable 
for her lineage muft not be omitted. She was a dire^ defeendant, and the lafl of the 
Clan-an-oifter, oftiarii, or door-keepers to the monaftery. The firft of the family came 
over with Columba, but falling under his difpleafure, it was decreed on the imprecation 
of this irritable faint, that never more than five of his clan fhould cxift at one time ; 
and in confequence when a fixth was bom, one of the five was to look for death. 
This, report fays, alway happened till the period that the race was extinguiflied in this 
Woman. 

It is difficult to fay when the prefent church was built : if we may credit Boethius, it 
was rebuilt by Malduinus, in the feventh century, out of the ruins of the former. But 
the prefent ftrufture is far too magnificent for that age. Mofl of the walls are built with 
red granite from the Nuns ifle in the found. 

From the Ibuth-eafi comer are two parallel walls about twelve feet high, and tem feet 
diflant from each other. At prefent they are called Dorns targh, or the door to the 
fhore ; are fuppofed to have been continued from the cathedral to the fea, to hi.ve 
been roofed, and to have formed a covered gallery the whole way. 

In the dhurch-yard is a fine crofs, fourteen feet high, two feet two inches broad, and 
ten inches thick, made of a finglo piece of red granite. The pedeflal is three feet high. 

Near the fouth-eafl end is Mary’s chapel. Befides this, we are informed, that there 
Were feveral other founded by the Scottifh monarchs, and the Reguli of the illes t* 

The monaflery lies behind the cathedral. It is in a mofl ruinous flate, a iinall rent- 
hant of a’ cloifler is left. In a corner are fome black flones, held fo facred, but for 
what reafon I am ignorant, that it was cuftoniaiy to fwear by them : perhaps from their 
being neighbours to the tutelar faint, whofe grave is almolt adjacent. 

Boethius I gives this monaftery an earlier antiquity than perhaps it can jufliy claim. 
He lays, that after the defeat of the Scots, at the bgttle of Munda, A. D. 379, the 
furvivors with all religions fled to this ifland ; and Wre the original founders of this 
houfe. Butethe' account given by' the venerable Bede is much more probable, that St. 
Columba wEs the original founder, as has Ken before related. 

This Kle, fays the Dean, hes beine richlie dotat by the Scotch kings : and mentions 
feveral little i^nds that belonged to it, which he calls Sua, Naban, Moroan, Reringc, 

* P. 4 - Buchanan, lib. i. c. 37. Dean uf the ifle;!, 19. 

t Lib. ei. p. 108, 109. 
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Inch Kenzie, Eorfay, and Kannay. If thefe had been all the endowments, they would 
never fcrve to lead the religious into the temptation of luxury ; but they were in pof- 
feflion of a confiderable number of churches and chapels in Galway, with large ellates 
annexed, all which were taken from them, and granted to the canons of llolyrood 
houfe by William I. between the years 1172 and 1180*. 

Columba was the hrft abbot : he and his fuccefibrs maintained a jurifdi£liun over all 
the other monafterics that branched^ from this ; and over all the monks of this abbe^ 
that exercifed the pricftiy or even epifcopal funftion in other places. One of the infti- 
tutes of Loyola feeins here to have been very early eilabliflied, for the eleves of this 
houfe feem not to think theinfelves freed from their vow of obedience to the abbot of 
Jona. Bede 1 fpeaks of the fingular pre-eminence, and fays that the ifland alwrays had 
for a governor an abbot-prefbyter, whofe power (by a very uncommon rule) not only 
every province, but even the bidiops theinfelves, obeyed. From this account the ene- 
mies to epifcopacy have inferred, that the rank of bifliop was a novelty, introduced into 
the church in corrupt times ; and the authority they alTumed was an errant ufurpa- 
ti(jn,* fince a fimple abbot for fo confiderable a fpace was permitted to have the fuperi- 
orlty. In anfwer to this, archbiihop U/her J advances, that the power of the abbot of 
Jona was only local ; and extended only to the biihop who refided there : for after the 
conqueft of the ifle of Man by the Englifli, and the divifion of the fee after that event, 
the biihop of the iiles made Jona his r(‘fidence, which before was in Man. But not- 
wiihOanding this, the venerable Bede I'eems to be a llronger authority, than the Ulltcr 
annals quoted by the archbiihop, .which pretend no more than that a biihop had always 
refided in Jona, without even an attempt to refute the pofitive aifertion of the moil re- 
fpeftable author we have (relating to church matters) in tho'.e primitive times. 

North of the monaftery are the remains of the biihop*s houfe : the refidence of the 
bifl.ops of the iiles after the ifle of Man was feparated from them. This event happened 
in the time of Edward I. On their arrival the abbots permitted to them the ufe of 
their church, for they never had a cathedral of their own, except that in the ifle of 
Man. During the time of the Norwegian reign, which lailed near two hundred years, 
the biiliops were chofen without refped of country, for we find French, Norwegian, 
Engliih and Scotch among the prelates, and they were generally, but not always, con- 
fecrated at Drontheiin. Even after the cciiion of the Ebu lac to Scotland by Magnus, 
the patronage of this txihoprick was by treaty referred to the archbiihop § of Dromheim. 
This fee was endowed with || thirteen iflauds ; but fomc of them were forced froni 
them by the tyranny of fotne of the little chieftains ; thus for example, Rafa, as the 
hnnefi Dqan lays, was perteiuing to Mac-Gyllychallan by the iword, and to the biihop 
of the iiles by heritage. * 

The title of thefe prelates, during the eonjundion of Man and Sodor, had been univer- 
fally miilaken, till the explications of that moil ingenious writer Dr Macpherl'on ^ ; it 
was- always fuppofed to have been derived from Seder, an imaginary town, cither in. 
Man or in Jona : whofe derivation was taken from the Greek Sorer or Siiviour. ■ Dur- 
ing the time that the Norwegian! were in poifeifion of the iiles, they divided them into 
two parts : the noribcru,. which comprehended all that la^ to die uctnh pf the point of 

• Sir James I' airy m pic Coll , 7 ’ , 272. 

f H-abcrt auirm loltt ipfa inrula u6^t>rcm Temper Abbatcm Prrfbylernm, ciijus juri ct omnia Provincia 
Ct ipo cti»m Lpifeopi ordinc inuliiato vicbcant efle fubjc<:tu Lib. iii c 4. 

J HcBrit Fcclcf Primord. cap. xv |> 70 • 

^ Sir David Dalrymplc’s vnnals of icotland 17H. |[ The Dctll» 

i|[ P. 2e2> ami Torfxu8> in many parts of hisbifloiy oi the Orkneys. 


Arna* 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 


30» 

Arnamurchan, and were called the Nordereys, from norder North, and ey an iiland. 
And the Sudereys took in thofe that lay to the fouth of that promontory. This was 
only a civil divldon, for the fake of governing thefc fcattered dominions with more 
facility ; for a feparate viceroy was fent to each, but both were fubjeft to the fame 
jurifdi^ion civil and ccclefralHcal. But as the Sudereys was the moll important, 
that hnd the honour of giving name to the biflioprick, and theifle of Man retained both 
-titles, like as England unites that of France, notwithftanding many centuries have 
eiapfed finceour rights to the now ufurped titles are loll. 

Proceed on our walk. To the well of the convent is the abbot’s mount, overlooking 
the whole. Beneath feem to have been the gardens once wt II cultivated, for we arc 
told that the monks tranfplanted from other places, herbs both cfculent and medicinal. 

Beyond the mount are the ruins of a kiln, and a granary : and near it, was the mill. 
The lake or pool that ferved it lay behind ; is now drained, and is the turbery, the fuel 
of the natives : it appears to have been once divided, for along the middle yims a raifeti 
way, pointing to the hills. They negle^l at prefent the conveniency of a mill, and ufc 
only querns. 

North from the granary extends a narrow flat, with a double dike and fofs on one 
fide, and a fingle dike on the other. At the end is a fquare containing a cairn and 
furrounded with a (lone dike. This is called a burial place : it mull have been in very 
early times cotemporary with other cairns, perhaps in the days of Druidifm ; for bi- 
fliop Pocock mentions, that he had feen two lloncs feven feet high, with a third laitl 
acrofs on their tops, an evident cromleh : he alfo adds, that the Irilh name of the 
illand was lilh Drunilh ; which agrees with the account I have fomewherc read, that 
Jona had been the feat of Druids expelled by Columba, who found them there. 

Before I quit this height, I mull cbfervo, that the whole of their religious buildings 
were covered on the north fide by dikes, as a prote£Hon from the northern invaders, 
who paid little regard to the fanflity of their charatters. 

'I’hc public was greatly intcrefted in the prefervation of this place, for it was the re- 
pofitory of moll of the ancient Scotch records •. The library here mull alfo have 
been invaluable, if wc can depend upon Boethius, who alferts that Fergus the II. alfill- 
ing Alaric the Goth, in the facking of Rome, brought away as his lhare of the plunder, 
a cheft of -books, which he prefented to the monaftery of Jona. ^neas Sylvius (after- 
wards Pope Pius II.) intended, when he was in Scotland, to have vifited the library in 
fcarch of the loll books of Livy, but was prevented by the death of the King, James I. 
A fmall parcel of them were In 1525 brought to Aberdeen t, and great pains were 
taken to unfold them, but through age and the tendvrnefs of the parchment, little could 
be read ; but from what the learned \<cre able to make out,* the work appeared by the 
fiyle to have rather been a fragment of Salluft than of Livy. But the regifter and 
records of the illand, all written on parchment, and probably other more antique and 
valuable remains, were all dcfl-royed by that worfe than Gothic I'ynod J, which at the 
reformation declared war againll all fcience. 

At prefent, this once celebrated feat of learning is feeftitute of even a fchool-maller ; 
and this femirjaryof holy men w.Kits even a miniltcr to aliift them in the common 
dutits of religion. 

• Vide Mac-kenzic, Stillingflcet, Lliiycl, 

t lib. vli. p 1 14, Pauliis foviu^, quoted by Uftier, Br. Eccl 5'y7. 

lam informed that numbers of tbc rccoids of the Hebrides wtre prtleivcdat Droii.heim till thty 
W€TC deftroyed by the RTcat fire which happened iu that city either in the lad or prti’cni ccntiiiy. ^ 

^ M. Advocates Library. 
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July 10. Crofs the iflaiid over a moft fertile elevated trad to the fouth-weft fide, to 
vifit the landing place of St. Columba ; a fmall bay, with a pebbly beach, mixed with 
variety of pretty (tones, fuch as violet-coloured quartz, nephritic (tones, and fragments 
of porphyry, granite and Zoeblitz marble : a vaft traQ: near this place was covered with 
h.’apsof ftoiies, of unequal fizes : thel'e, as is faid, were the penances of monks who 
we c to raife heaps, ofdiinenfions equal to their crimes : and to judge by fome,it is no 
breach of charity to think there were among them enormous finners. 

On one (idc is (liewn an oblong heap of earth, the I’uppofed fize of the vefliel that 
tranfported St. Columba and his twelve difciples from Ireland to this ifland. 

On my return faw, on the right hand, .on a fmall hill, a fmall circle of (lones, and a 
litiie cairn in the middle, evidently Druidical, biit called the hill of the Angels, Cnoc 
nar-aitngeal ; from a tiadition that the holy man had there a conference with thole ce* 
Icllial beings foon after his arrival. Bilhup Bocock informed me, that the natives were 
accullomed to bring their horfes to this circle at the feaft of St. Michael, and to courfe 
round it. I conjefture that this ufage originated from the cuflom ofbleding the horfes 
in the days of fuperdition, when the prieft and the holy water pot w'ere called in : but 
in latter times the horfts are (lill afleinbled, but the reafon forgotten. 

The traveller muft not negletl to afeend the hill of Dun-ii ; from whofe fummit is a 
moil piclurefquc view of the long chain of little illands, neighbours to this ; of the long 
low illes of Col and Tir-l to the well ; and the vaft height of Rum and Skie to the 
north. 

July II. At eight of the clock in the morning, with the firft fair wind we yet had, 
fet fail for the found : the view of Jona, its cluftered town, the great ruins, and the fer- 
tility of the ground, were fine contrails, in our palfage to the red granite rocks of the 
• barren Mull. 

Loch-Screban, or Loch-Leven in Mull, foon opens to our view. After paflTing a. 
cape, placed in our maps far too projecting, fee Loch in-a>Gaal ; a deep bay, with the 
ifles of Ulva and Gometra in its mouth. On Ulva arc bafaltic columns of a lighter 
colour than ufual. In Locli-Screban that intelhgent voyager Mr. Mills in 1788, dil- 
covered in a glen near Ardluii head, a wonderful collection of bafaltic columns, varioufly 
dlfpofed, fome erect, others bending as if preli'ed by the incumbent weight, and attend- 
ed by lava and vitrilied matter. An infulatcd rock of a very furprizing compofition is 
to be feen at the extremity of the glen, fupported by lofty bafaltic pillars (lightly inclined. 
The greater part of the rock is formed of rude 1 iva, but one lide confifts of pillars lying 
hoi izonfdlly upon the others, and regularly relting on them till they reach the fummit 
of the lava, and form on that part a molt beautiful and (ingular facing *. 

On the weft appeals tli& beautiful groupe of the Treafliunilh illes f. Neareft lies 
Staffa, a new giant’s caufeway, rifing amidlt the waves j but with columns of double the 
height of that in Ireland; glolTy and rcfplcndent, from the beams of the eaftern fum 
Their greateft height was at the fouthern point t)f the ille, of which they feemed the 
fupport. They decreal’cd in height in proportion as they advanced along that face of 
Staffa oppofed to us, or the eaftem (Ide ; at length appeared loft in the fonnlefs ftrata : 
and the reft of the ifland that appeared to us was formed of (lopes to the water edge, or 
of rude but not lofty precipices. Over part of the ide, on the weftern fide, was plainly 
to be feen a vaft precipice, fcemingly colupmar, like the preceding. I wilhed to make a 

* Phil, Tranf. Itkx p. 73. tab. w. 

t Thcfe arc mv U crruocvufly placed in the maps a very confiderablc diftanee too far to the north. 
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nearer approach, but the prudence of Mr. Thonipfon, who was unwilling to venture in 
thete rocky feas, prevent -d iny farther fcMrch of this wondrous ifle ; 1 could do no 
more than caufe an accurate view to be taken of its eaftern fide, and of thole of the 
other pi^urefque iflands then in fight. But it U u great. oonfolaiion tp orct that 1 am 
able m lay before the ptihi^s a M<n^«ifi«urate account bamfiiuiikated tO'|lifr,Arough the 
frieo^fitip of Sir Jiofei^ tBaoks, who, on Aoguft ta of thla'ftiminer, iHStmlhde patts 
on his intcrefting to Iceland. 


ACCOUNT OF STAFF A, BrSiaJostrii Bakk*, BAadN€r. 

Attguft^ta. ** In the found of Mull, we came to anchor, on the liftorri^h fi Je, 
oppolite to p gentleman’s houfe, called Druinnea : the own«r' of % Mlidleane, 
hav^^nd out who we were, very cordially aiked u$ a&ore } w# ape^^ his invi- 
tation, ati^ arrived at his houfe, where we met an EhgtKh.g^tlenian, Leach *, 
whollo fooner faw us than he told us, that about nine leagued from us was an ifland 
where he believed no one even in the Highlands had beenf, on which pillaic 
like thqfe of the Giant’$<>(jaofewa} : fltis was a great objefi to me who had wimed to 
have feen 'the caufoway'ltfelf, woald time have allowed ; 1 therefore refolved to pio> 
ceed dircdly, efpecially as it was juft in the way to the Columb>kiU : accordingly, 
having put up two days proviftons, and my little tent, we put olF ill the boat about 
one o’clock for our intended voyage, having ordered the ihip to wait for ns iii'Tobir> 
more, a very fine harbour on the Mull fide. 

** At nine o’clock, after a tedious pafiage, having had not a breath of wind, wc 
arrived, under .the direftion of Mr. Macleane’s.fon, and Mr. Leach. It was too dark 
to fee any thing, fo we carried our tent and baggage near the only houfe upon the 
idand, and began to cook our fuppers, in order to be prepared for the earlteft dawn, 
to enjoy that which from the convetfation of the gentlemen we had now raifed the 
higheft expedations of. 

** The impatience which every body felt to fee the wonders we had heard fo brgely 
deferibed, prevented our morning’s reft ; every one was up and in motion before the 
break of day, and with thd firft light arrived at the fouth-weft part of the ifland, the 
feat of the moft remarkable pillars ; where we no fooner arrived than we were ftruck 
with a feene of magnificence which exceeded our expe&ations, though formed, as wc 
thought, upon the moft fanguine foundations ; the whole, of that mul of the ifland 
fupported by ranges of natural pillars, moftly above fifty feet high, fiandingin natural 
colonnades, according as the bays or points 'of land formed themfelves; upon a firm 
bafts of folid unformed rock, above thefe, the ftratum which reaches to the foil or fur- 
face of the ifland, varied in tfiicknefs as the ifland itfelf formed into hills or vallics ; 
each hill, which hung over the columns below, forn\jng an ample pediment ; forae ot 
ihefc above fixty/cct in thicknefs, from the bafe to the point, formed by the floping 
of the hill oif each fid% almoft into the fhape of thofe ufed in architedurc. 

• 1 caimot Imt (xpreOi the obligations I have to tlii? genllem?n for his very kind intention’: ofTnforming 

me of this matchlefs curiofity ; for 1 am informed that he puifucd me in a boat fur two rnile^, to acquaint 
me with whut he had obfervtd ; but, unfortunately for me, we ovit-failed hij liberal interlion.'* 

f I lay in the found of Jona, two gentlemen, from the iHc of Mull, and whofe fctllcments were 

theie^ feemed to know nothing of this place % at lead they never ne.itioned it as any thing wonderful.’’ 

‘‘ Compared 
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Compared to this what are the .cathedrals or the palaces built by men! mere mo- 
dels or playthings, imitations as diminutive as his works will always be when compared 
to thofe of nature. Where is now the boaft of the architeft ! regularity, the only part 
in which he fancied liiinfcif to exceed his miftrefs, Nature^ is here found in her pof- 
feilion, and het^it has for ages' undeferibed *. Is not tip* the fchool where the 
art was Ofi^naUy iludicdy and what has been added to.this ;by the whole' Grecian 
fchool ? a capital to ornament the column of nature, of which th^ could execute only 
a model ; and for t^A^ very capital they were obliged to a buSi of Acanthus : how 
amply does nature r^av thofe who ftudy her wonderful works I 

With our minds full of fuch reflexions we proceeded along the fhore, treading 
upon another Giant^StCaufeway, eve^ (lone being regularly formed into ^certain 
number of fides and angles, till in a mort time we arrived at the month of a cave, 
the mod magnifleent,- 1 fuppofe, that has ever been deferibed by traveller^ , ' , 

** The mind can hardW form an idea more magnifleent than fuch a fpace, ibpported 
on each fide by ranges of columns} ahd roofed by the bottotps of thofiiy! which have 
been broke off in order to form it ; between the angles of which a yeildw ^agmitic 
matter has exuded,. which ferves to define the angles precifely ; and at the fatne time 
vary the colour with a great deal of elegance, and to render it ftill mes'e' agreeable, 
the whole is lighted from without ; fo that the fartheft extremity is very {rfamly feea 
from without, and the air within, being agitated by the flux -and reflpx of the tides, 
is perfectly dry and wholefome, Xec entirely from the damp vapours with- -which na- 
tural caverns in general abound. . . 

** We aiked toe name of it. Said our guide, the cave df. Fhinn*} what is Fhinn i 
faid we. Fhinn -Mac Coul, whom the tranflator of Ollian’s works has called Fingal. 
How fortunate that in this cave we fhould meet with the ren^eoibrance of tha^ chief, 
whofe exifience, as well as that of the whole epic poem is dmofi: doubted in England. 

** Enough for the beauties of Staffa j I lhall now proceed to deferibe it and its pro- 
ductions more philofopically : 

** The little ifland of Staffa lies on the weft coaft of Mull, about three leagues 
north-eaft from Jona, or the Columb Kill } its greateft length is about an Englifli mile, 
and its breadth about half a one. On the weft fide of the iile is a fmall bay, where 
boats generally land ; a little to the fouthward of which thetAi^ appearance of pillars 
are to be obfeived ; they are fmall, and inftead of being placed upright, lie down on 
their fides, ea^ forming a fegment of a circle } from j^ence you pafs a fmall cave, 
above which, the pillars now grown a little larger,. ai(i^.ittcliaine in all direClions : in 
one place in particular a fmall mafs of them very iitnm .rdembTe the ribs of a fhip f ; 
from hence, having paffed the cave, which, if it is not low water, you muft do in a 
boat, you come to the firft ranges of pillars, which are ftill not ajbove half as lar^e as 
thofe a little beyond. Over againft this place is a fmall ifland, called in Erfe, Qoo-fha- 
la, or more properly Bhuacha-ille, or the herdfman, feparated from the main by a 
channel not many fathoms wide ; this whole ifland is compofed of pillars without any 

* ** StaiTa is taken notice of by Buchanan, but in the flighseft manner ; and amObg t^e thonfands who 
have navigated theft feas, none have paid the leaft attention to its grand^and #riking charadlerifticf till this 
prefent year, 

“ This ifland is the property ofMr, Lanchlan Mac Quaife of Ufra, and is now to be difpofed of. 

t ** The Giant^s Caufeway has Its binding pillars ; but I imagine them to be very dilTercnt from thefe. 
Thofe I faw were ereft, and ran along the face of a high cliff, bent ftrangely in their itaddle, as if unable» 
at their, original formationi while in a foft iUtCi to fupport the mafs of incumboat earth that preffed on 
them. 
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ftratum above them j they are fliil finall, but by much the neatell formed of any about 
the place. 

“ The firft divifion of tlio ifland, for at high water it is dlvuled into two, rnakps a 
kind of a cone, the ]>ill.ir:i converging togetiicr towards the centre ; on the other, 
they are in general laid down Hat, and in the front next to the main, you fee how 
beautifully they are packed together, their ends coming out fc|uare with the bank 
which they fonn : all thefc have their tranfverfe feftions exati, and their furfaces 
fmoo‘h, which is by no means the ca'e with the large ones, which are cracked in all 
diredions. I much quelliun however, if any one of this whole iiland of IMiuachaille 
is two feet in diameter. 

“ The main ifland oppofed to Boo flta-la and farther towards the uorth-weft is 
fupported by ranges of pillars pretty cre£l, and, though not tall, fas they are not un» 
covered to the bafe,) of large diameters; and at their feet is an irregular pavement 
made by the upper Tides of fuch as have been broken off, which extends as far under 
^ater as the ey** can reach. Here the forms of the pillars arc apparent ; thefe are of 
jlyree, four, five, fix, and feven fides, but the numb'^r*'. of five and fix are by much 
the' prevadent. The largeft I meafured was of feven ; it was four feet five inches 
in ^ meafuremeut of its fides, and thofe of feme other forms 

which 'i. met with. 

No. 2. 5 Tides, diam. 2 ft. 10 in. 

Ft. In . 

Side I. 110 
2. 'O 

3 - 5 

4. 7 1 

5 - 8 

No. 4. 7 fides, diam. 4 ft. 5 iiu 


I. 

0 

10 

V I. 

2 

lO 

2. 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

4 

3 - 

2 

2 

3 - 

1 

10 

4 * 

1 

i I 

4 * 

2 

0 

5 * 

2 

2 

5 - 

1 

I 

6. 

2 

9 

6. 

I 

6 


’ 7 - * 3 


« Thp furfaces of thefe .large pillars in general are rougli and uneven, full of cracks 
in all direftions ; the tranfverfe figures in the upright ones never fail to run in their 
true direftions 5 the furfaces upon whicli w'e walked were often flat, having neither 
concavity nor convexity : the larger number however were concave, though Tome 
were very evi^pntly convex ; in fome places the interftices within the perpendicular 
figures were filled up with a yellow fpar ; in one place a vein paffed in among the mafs 
of pillars, carrying here and there fmall threads of fpar. Though they were broken 
and cracked through and through in all dire£lions, yet their perpendicular figures 
might eaTily be traced ; from whence it is eafy to infer, that whatever the accident 
might have been that caufed the diflocation, it happened after the formation of the 
pillars. 


** No'. ** 4 diam. i ft. 5 in. 
Ft. In; 

Sid^;- . » 5 
2. Y'T 

2. I 6 '^ 

4. I I 


No. 3. 6 fides, diam. 3 ft. 6 in. 
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‘‘ From hence proceeding along ftjore, you arrive at Fingal's cave : its dimenfions 
though 1 liavc given, I fliall Iicre again repeat in the form of a table 1 


Ft. Tn. 

Length of the cave from the rock uiihout - - 371 6 

from the piich of the arch - - P50 o 

Breadth of ditto at tlie inoutli - . - 7 

at tlie farther end - • - 20 o 

Height of the arch at the mouth - - • 117 6 

at the end - - 70 o 

Height of an outfuk* pillar - - - 39 ^ 

of one at the N. W. corner - - 54 o 

Depth of water at ihe mouth - - 180 

at the bottom - - 9 o 


The cave runs Into the rock In the dire6lion of N E. by E. by the cornpafs. 

‘‘ Proceeding farther to the N. W. you meet with the higheft ranges of pillars, the 
magnificent appearance of which is paft all defeription : here they are bare to their very 
bafis, and the flratum below them is alfo vifible ; in a (hort time it rifes many feet 
above the water, and gives an opportunity of examining its quality. Its lurfare rough, 
and has often largo lumps of ftone flicking in it, as il half immerfed ; irfelf, when 
broken, is compofed of a thoufand heterogeneous parts, which together have very 
much tlic appearance of a lava ; and the more fo as many of the lumps appear to be 
of the very fame ftone of wdiich the pillars are formed : this whole ftratuin lies in an 
inclined pofition, dipping gradually towards the S E. As hereabouts is the lltuation 
of the higheft pillars, I ftiall mention my meafurements of them, and the different ftrata 
in this place, premifing that the meafurements were made wdth a line, held in the hand 
of a perfbn who ftood at the top of the clilF, and reaching to the bottom, to the lower 
end of w'hich was tied a white mark, which was obferved by one who ftaid below for 
the purpofe ; when this mark was fet off from the water, the perfon below noted it 
down, and made fignal to him above, w^ho made then a mark in his rope : whenever this 
mark paffed a notable place, the fame fignal was made, and the name of the place noted 
down as before ; the line being all hauled up, and the diftances between the marks 
meafured and noted down, gave, when compared with the book kept below, the dif- 
tances, as for inftance in the cave : 

“ No. 1. in the book below, was called from the water to the foot of the firft pil- 
lar, in the book above ; No. i. gave 36 feet 8 inches, the higheft of that afeent, which 
was compofed of broken pillars. 


“ No. I. Pillar at the weft corner of FingaFs cave: 

1 . From the water to the foot of the pillar ... 

2. Height of the pillar • - - 

3. Stratum above the pillar ^ - 

No. 2. FingaFs ca^e : • 

1. From the water to the foot of the pillar - • 

2. Height of the pillar . . 

3. From the top of the pillar to the top of the arch 
4* Thicknefs of the ftratum above 

By adding together the three firft meafurements, we got the height of the 
arch from the water 


Ft. 

la. 

12 

10 

37 

3 

66 

9 

36 

8 

39 

6 

3 * 

4 

34 

4 

117 

6 
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No. 3. Corner pillar to the weftward of Fingal’s cave : 

Ft. Tc 


Stratum below the pillar of lava-likc matter - - no 

Length of pillar - - 54 o 

Stratum above the pillar - - 61 6 

No. 4. Another pillar to the weftward; 

Stratuni below the pillar • - - - *7 > 

He ight pf tW.ptUipr - - 50 o 

Stra-.um'aboSfe. - - S‘ « 

S* -Another pillar farther to the weftward: 

.Stratum DfefcW/'tbe pillar , - - 198 

Heightof-'^-.iplar ^ - - 55 * 

otraiurn - - * 54 7 


“ Tj^/ftratum above., the pillars, which is here mentioned, is uniformly the lame, 
confiftid^'af .nutnbcrlefs ftnall pillars, bending and inclining in all directions, fonio 
time.s fo itte^larly, that, the ftones can only be faid to have an inclination twaflume a 
columnar'form ; in ©them more regular, but never breaking into, or difturbing the 
ftratum of la^ge pillars, whofe tops everywhere keep an uniform and irregular line. 

“ Pl^e^ng now alonjf ftiore ropnd the nwth end of the illanJ, you arrive at Oua 
na fcarve, or the CoTvbraht*8 Cave : here the ftratum under the pillars is lifted up very 
high; the niUars. above it are confiderably IcTs than thofe at the N. W. end of the 
iflnnd, but jpl ybiy confiderable. Beyond is a bay; which cuts deep into the ifland, 
renderihg;[it,|B jihat place not more than a quarter of a mile over. On the fides ot 
this bay, 'e^^lally.Deyond a little valley, which almoft cuts the ifland into two, ai -.j 
two ftagte.of.j^Uars, but finall ; however, having a ftratum between them exacHy the 
fame 38 ' that above them, formed of innumerable little pillars, fhaken out of their 
places, and leaping in all direftions, 

“ ^ving.pafied this bay, the pillars totally ceufe; the rock is of a dark brown 
ftone, adidPo -figns of regularity occur till you have paffed round the S. E. end of th(^ 
ifland Ta ipace aunoift as large as that occupied by the pillars,) which you meet again 
on the Vjfcm fide,' b^lnning to form themfelvcs irregularly, as if the ftratum had an 
inclination tp that form, and foon arrive rfl the bending pillars where I began. 

“ The ftone of which the pillars are formed is a Coarfe kind of bafalies, very much 
refcmbling the Giant's Caufeway in Ireland, though none.of thorn are near fo near ar, th-.; 
fpecimens of the Utter, which I have feen at the Britifli Mufeum ; owir, ciui.ily to 
the colour, which in ours is a dirty brown, in the Iri/h a fine black : iiuf ej the whole 
production feems very much to refemble the Giant’s' Caufeway ; with which 1 fhoulJ 
willingly compare it, nad I any account of the former before me 

Proceed with’ a fine breeze; fee, beyond Staffa, Baca-beg, and iheDutchman's- 
cap, foronid liite a Fhirygian bonnet ; and compofed of ruJe balliltic pillars. Next 
fucceedsXuilgajy varying into gratefque ftiapes as wc reccole from it ; the low flats of 

* As this eecovsC » copied from Mr fiank<i’s jsumal, I tike the lib< ny of (win: by tin's time 

tliat gentleman 'in welt ^quaiffted.w'ith,} that .Staifa isa genuine miifs of l)af.iltes, ot Gl.int’., (.'.mreway , but 
in mull refped* ('upettor to.tlte Itilh in grandeur. I mull add that the name is N.)iut,;iaa ; aiid moll pro- 
perly b' flowed iceottok^eirtu fiogular ftrodure : iitalFa being derived from btaf, a Itad', piop, or, ligu ■ 
rativtly, a t^cdoinb.. < -'^hlV V * 

•f (i. At Ul^. bottdin'df-the print of the rocks ofCannay, is a very fj:.gular vic-.v of I.iin a, and 
the I) itchffl«a*t bkp, M they appeared about eight or nine miles dillant, the lirft S. S. by W. the bit 
S. W. by «. 

Fldda 
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FTada next Ihew themfelves ; and, laftly, the ifles of Cairn-berg more and beg, with 
columnar appearances : the firft noted for its ancient fortrefs, the outgard to the Su- 
dereys, or iouthern Hebrides. 

In the year 1249, John Dungadi, appointed by Acho of Norway, king of the north- 
ern Hebrides, was entrufled with the defence of this caftle ; and, in return for that 
confidence, declined to furrender it to Alexander HI of Scotland, who meditated 
the conqucll: of thefe iflands. It was in thofe days called Kiarnaburgh, or Biarna- 
burgh *. The Macleanes ponbAbd it in 1715, and during the rebellion of that year, 
was taken and re-taken by each party. 

In our courfe obferve at a diftance, Tirey, or l ir-T, famous for its great plain, and 
the breed of little horfes. To the north, feparated from Tirey by a fmall found, is 
the ifle of Col. I muft not omit obferving, that the firft is reported by a very fenfible 
writer, to be well adapted for the culture of tobacco t- 

Pafs the point Ruth-an-i fleith, in Mull, when Egg high and rounded. Muck fmall, 
and the exalted tops of the -mountainous Rum, and lofty Sky, appear in vi^w. I.eave,, 
on the eaft, Calgarai bay in Mull, with a few houfes, and fome figns of cultivation;, 
the firft marks of population that had (liewn themfelves in this vaft ifland. 

The entrance of the found of Mull now opens, bounded to the north by cape Ard- 
namurchan, or, the height of the boifterous fea ; and beyond, inland, foar the vaft 
fummits of Benevifh, Morvern, and Crouachan. 

Towards afternoon the fky grows black, and the wind frelhens into a gale, attended 
with rain, difeouraging us from a chace of feals, which we propofed on the rock 
Heilkyr, a little to the weft, where they fwarm. 'I'o the weft of Cannay, have a fight 
of the rock Humbla, formed of bafaltic columns |. 

Leave, three leagues to the weft, the cairns of Col, a dangerous chain of rocks, ex- 
tending from its northern extremity. 

Sail under the vaft mountains or Rum, and the point of Bredon, throu^ a moft 
turbulent fea, caufed by the clafhing of two adverfe tides. See feveral fmall whales, 
called here Pollacks, that, when near land, arc often chafed on Ihore by boats : they 
are ufually about ten feet long, and yield four gallons of oil. At feven o’clock in the 
evening find ourfelves at rnclior in four fathom water, in the Ihug harbour of the ifle 
of Cannay. Formed cm the north fide by Cvmnay, on the fouth by the little ifle of 
Sanda ; the mouth lies oppolite to Rum, and about threb miles diftant ; the weftern 
channel into it is impervic.us by reafon of rocks. On that fide of the entrance next 
to Sanda is a rock to be fliuiined by mariners. 

As foon as wc had tinie to caif our eyes about, each fhore appeared pleafing to hu- 
manity ; verdant, and covbreJ with hundreds of cattle : both fides gave a full idea of 
plenty, for tiie verdure was mixed with very little rock, and fcarcely any. heath ; but a 
fhort converfaiion with the natives foon difpelled this agreeable error ; they were at 
this very time in lucii want, that numbers for a long time had neither bread nor meal 
for their })Oc)r babes ; filh and milk was their whole fubfiftence at this- time ; the firft 
was a precarious relief, for, befiiles the uncertainty of fuccefs, to add to their diltrefs, 
their ftock of fifli-hooks was almoft exhaufted ; find to ours, that k w^ not in our 
power to fupply them. The rubbans, and other trifles I Had brought would have been 
infults to people in diftrefs. I lamented that my money had been lb ufclefsly laid out ; 
for a few dozens of fifli-hooks, or a few pecks of meal, would have made them happy* 

* TorAeu8, 164. f Account current betwixt England and Scotland, by Jobn Sprud.. 
t Thu wav difeovered by Mr. Murdoch Mackenzie. 

The 



310 pennant's second tour in SCOTLAND. 

T ho Turks crcft caravanfcras. Chriftians of difterciit opinions concur in eftablifliin^j 
hc^fpiria amonpr tho dreary Alps, for the reception of traveller?. I could wifli the public 
or private charity, would found in fit part? of the illes or mainland, magazines 
of meal, as prefervatives againft famine in iheCj didant jnirts. 

The crops had failed here the lad year; but the little corn fovvn at prefent had a 
promifint^ afpccl ; and the potatoes are the bell I had fec n, but thefe were not fit* fur 
life. I’he ides I fear annually experience a ti’mp*)i\i’y famine ; perhaps from impro- 
vidence, perhaps from eagernefs to incroafe their dock of cattle, whicli they can eafily 
difpofe of to fatisfy the demands of a landlord, or tlr? opprcilions of an agent. Hie 
people of Cannay export none, but fell them to the numerous buffes who put into this 
Portus Salulis on different occafions. 

The cattle are of a middle fize, black, long-legged, and have thin flaring manes from 
the neck along the back, and up part of the tail : they look well, for in feverai parts of 
the iflaiids they have good warm recedes to retreat to in winter. About fixty Dead are 
exported annually. 

Kach couple or milch cows yieKIed at an average foven fliv.u s of butter and cheofe; 
two-thirds of tho firll, and one of the la(l. The cheefe fold at three and fixpence a 
floiv', the butter at eight diillings. 

Here are very few flietp, but horfos in abundance. The chief ufc of them in this 
little diflricd: is to form an annual cavalcade at Mich iclinas. Every man on the iflaiid 
mounts his horfe unfurniihed with faddle,aiKl takes behind him either fome young girl, or 
his luighbour’s wife, and then rides backwards and forwards from the village to a cer- 
tain crofs, without being able to give any reafoii for the origin of this cuftom. /\fier 
the proceflion is over, they alight at fome public-houfe, where, Ifrange to lay, the fe- 
males treat the companions of their ride. When they retire to their houfes an enter- 
tainment is prepared with primaeval fimplicity : the chief part confiRs of a great oat-cake, 
called Struan Micheil, or St Michael's cake, coinpofed of two pecks of meal, and 
formed like the quadrant of a circle ; it is daubed over wHh milk and eggs, and then 
placed to harden before the fire. 

Matrimony is held in fuch efteem here, that an old maid or old batchelor is fcarcely 
known ; fuch firm belief have they in the doftrine of the upe-leading difgrace in the 
W'orld below : fo to avoid that danger the youth marry at twenty, the laffes at feventecn. 
The fair fex are uf -il here with more tendernefs than common, being employed only 
in domcflic affairs and never forced into the labours of the field. Here are plenty of 
poultry and of eggs. 

A bundance of cod and ling might he taken, there being a fine fand-bank between 
this ille anvi the rock Ht ifker, and another between Skie and Barra ; but the poverty 
of the inhabitants will not enable them to attempt a fiihcry. When at Campbeltown I 
enquired about the apparatus rtquifitc, and found that a veffel of twenty tons was ncccf- 
fai-y, which w nild coR tv^o 'huiKlred pounds; that the crew fhould be compofed of 
eight hands, whofc monthly expcnces would be fourteen pounds ; that fix hundred 
fathom of long line, five hundred hooks, and two TRuoy lines (each eighty fathoms 
long), which »are" placed at each end of the long-lines with buoys at top to mark the 
place when funk, would altogether coR five guineas ; and the veffel muR be provided 
with four fets; lb that the whole charge of fuch an adventure is very confiderable, and 
pc.R the ability of thefe poor people *. 

The length of the iflaiid is about three miles, the breadth near one ; its furface hilly. 
This VI as the property of he bifhop of the illes, but at prefent that of Mr. Macdonald 
of Clan-Ronald. His fador, a refuient agent, rents inoft of the ifland, paying two 
* la Br. Zool. 111. No. 73 , Is an account of a fiAicry of ihis nature. 
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guineas for each penny>land ; and thefe he fets to the poor people at four guineas and 
a half each ; and exadis, befides this, three days labour in the quarter from each perfon. 
Another head tenant poflelTes other penny-lands, which he fets in the fame tnanner, to 
the iiiipovcrilhing and very ftarving of the wretched inhabitants. 

The penny-lands derive their name from fome old valuation. The fum requifite to 
flock one is thirty pounds : it maintains feven cows and two horfes ; and the tenant 
can raife on it eight bolls of fmall black oats, the produce of two ; and four of bear 
from half a boll of feed ; one boll of potatoes yields feven. The two laft arc manured 
with fea-tang. 

The arable land in every farm is divided into four parts, and lots are cafl; for them at 
ChriOmas: the produce, when reaped and dried, is divided among them in proportion 
to their rents ; and for want of mills is ground in the quern. All the pallure is com- 
mon, from May to the beginning of September. 

It is faid that the faftor has in a manner banifhed flieop, becaufe there is no good 
market for them ; fo that he does his bell to deprive the inhabitants of cloathing as well 
as food. At prefent they fupply theinfelves with wool from Rum, at the rate of eight- 
pence the pound. 

All the cloathing Is manufaflured at home; the women not only fpin the wool, but 
weave the cloth ; the men make their own fhocs, tan the leather with the bark of wil- 
low, or the roots of the inrmcntilla erecla^ or tormcntily and in defeft of wax-thread, ufc 
fplit thongs. 

About twenty tons of kelp are made in the fliores every third year. 

iSickncfs feUlom vifits this place : if any dlforder feizes them the patients do no more 
than drink whey, and lie ftill. The fmall-pox vifits them about once in twenty years. 

All difputes are fettled by the fador, or, if of great moment, by the juilices of the 
peace in Skie. 

'I'his iiland, Rum, Muck, and Egg, form one parilh. Cannay is inhabited by two 
hundred and twenty fouls, of which all, except four families, are Roman Catholics j but 
in the whole parilli there is neither church, nianCe, nor fchool : there is indeed in this 
ifland a catechill, who has nine pounds a year from the royal bounty. The minifter 
and the popilh prieft refidc in Kgg but, by roafon of ilie turbulent fcas that divide 
thefe illcs, are very feldom able to attend ihcir flocks. I admire the moderation of 
their congregations, who attend the preaching of either indifl'erently as they happen to 
arrive. As the Scotch arc oecononiiils in religion, 1 would recommend to them the 
pratlice of one of the little Swils mixed cantons, who, through mere frugality, kept 
but one divine, a moderate houeft fellow, who, lleering clear of coniroverfial points, 
held forth to the Calvinifl; flock on one part of the day, and to his Catholic on the other. 
He lived long among them much refpetted, and died lamented. 

The pcotellant natives of many of the ifles obferve Yule and Pafch, or Chriftmas and 
Eafler ; which among rigid preftiytcrians is elteemed fo horrid a fupcrftition, that I 
have heard of a miniller who underwent a cenfure for having a goofe to dinner on 
Chriftmas day ; for having been convifted of holding that one day was more holy than 
another, or to be diftinguilhed by any external marks of feftivity. • , 

In popilh times here w'as probably a refident minifter ; fur here are to be feen the 
ruins of achap< 1, and a fmall crofs. 

Much rain and very hard gales the whole night, the weather being, as it is called in 
thefe parts, broken. 

July 1 2 . Bad weather ftill continues, which prevented us from feeing fo much of 
this ifland as we intended, and alfo of vifiting the rock Humbla. Go on Ihoro at the 
ncareft part, and vifit a lofty llender rock, that juts into the fca : on one fide is a little 

tower. 
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tower, at a vaft height above us, acccffiblc by a narrow and horrible path ; it feems fo 
fniall as fcarcc to be able to contain half a dozen people. Tradition fays, that it was 
built by fome jealous regulus, to confine a handfoms wife in. 

lo the north-weft above this prifon is the Comppfs-hill, in Erfc called Sgar-dhearg, 
or the red projedling rock. On the top the iiceciic' in the mariner's coinpafs was ob- 
ferved to vary a whole quarter ; the north point handing due weft : an irregularity pro- 
bably owing to the nature of the rock, highly impregnated with iron. Mr. Mills ob- 
ferved in this illand bafahic columns. 

In the afternoon fome coal was brought, found in the rocks Dun-cudain, but in fuch 
fmall veins as to be ufelefs. It lies in beds of only fix inches in thicknefs, and about a 
foot diftant from each other, divided by (Irata of vvhin-llone. p'uel is very fcarcehere, 
and often the inhabitants are obliged to fetch it from Rum. 

July 13. A continuation of bad w'eather. At half an hour after one at noon, loofe 
from Cannay, and after palling with a favourable gale through a rolling fea, in about 
two hours anchor in the illo of Rum, in an open Iwy, about two miles deep, called 
Loch-Sgriofard, bounded by high mountains, black and barren : at the bottom of the 
bay is the little village Kinloch, of about a dozen houfes, built in a fingular manner, 
with walls very thick and low, with the roofs of thatch reaching a little beyond the 
inner edge, fo that they ferve as benches for the lazy inhabitants, whotn we found fitting 
on them in great numbers, expedling our landing, with that avidity for news common 
to the whole country. 

Entered the houfe with the bed afpeff, but found it little fuperior in goodnefs to 
thole of Hay ; this indeed had a chimney and windows, which dillinguilhed it from the 
others, and denoted the fuperiority of the owner ; the reft knew neither windows nor 
chimnics. A little hole on one fide gave an exit to the finoke : the fire is made on the 
floor beneath ; above hangs a rope, with the pot-hook at the end to hold the velTel that 
contains their hard fare, a little filh, milk, or potatoes. Yet, beneath the roof I entered, 
I found an addrefs and politenefs from the owner and his wife that were aftonilhing : 
fuch pretty apologies for thebadnefs of the treat, the curds and milk that were olTercd, 
which were tendered to us with as much readinofs and good will, as by any of old Ho- 
mer’s dames, celebrated by him in his Odyfley for thcir.hofpitalily. I doubt much 
whether their cottages or their fare was much better ; but it mull be confelVed that they 
might be a little more cleanly than our good hoftefs. 

Rum, or Ronin, as it is called by the dean, is the property of Mr. Macleane of Col ; 
a landlord ine.itioncd by the natives with .much atfeedion : the length is about twelve 
miles, the breadth fix ; the number of fouls at this time three hundred and twenty- 
five ; of families only fifty-nine, altnoft all proteftant. The heads ©r families, with 
their wives, were at this time all ah've,' except five, three widowers and two widows. 
They had with them a hundred and two fons, and only feventy-fix daughters this dif- 
proportion prevails in Canr.ay, and the other little ifiands, in order, in the encl, lo pre- 
ferve a balance between the two foxes ; as the men arc, from the;r way of life, fo per- 
petually expofed to danger in rlieie ftormy foas, and <0 other accidents that might oc ca- 
fion a depopulation, was it not ib.provideiitiaiiy t rdered *. 

The ifland is one great* mountain, divided into feveral points ; the higheft called 
Aifgobhall. About this bay, and towards the eaft fide, the laud flopcs towards the 
water fide; but on the fouih- weft!* forms precipices of a ftupeudous height. The fur- 
face ol Ruin is in a manner covered with heath, and in a ftate of nature ; tlie heights 
rocky. There is* very little arable land, excepting about the nine little hamlets that 

• 111 ChrlU-r, and other large towni, though the number of males excieds the number r,f f..'nale< born ; 
yet when arrived to_ the age of puberty the fem.'Ic* arc much more numerous than males ; bccaufc the latter, 
:o every period of life, are more liable to fatal difeafes. 


the 
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the natives have grouped in different places, near which the corn is fown in diminutive 
patches ; for the tenants here run-rig as in Cannay. The grc-atefl farmer holds five 
pounds twelve fhillings a year, and pays his rent in money. The whole of the ifland is 
two thoufand marks *. 

'1 he little corn and potatoes they raife is very good ; but fo fmall is the quamitv of 
bear and oars, that there is not a fourth part produced to lupply their annual wants : 
all the fubfidence the poor people have befides is curds, milk, and fifli. They are a 
well made and wlU looking race, but carry famine in their afped; : are often a whole 
fuinmer without a grain in the ifland ; which they regret not on their own account 
but for the fake of their poor babes. In the prefent ccconomy of the ifland, there is 
no prorpccl: of any improvement. Here is an abfurd cuftom of allotting a certain flock 
to the lanii ; for example, a fanner is allow'od to. keep fourteen head of cattle, thirty 
flicep, and fi.x mares, on a certain tradt calleil a penny-lanil t» The perf’on who keeps 
more is obliged to repair out of his fupcrUuity any lofs his neighbour may fuflain in his 
herds or flocks. 

A miinbcr of black cattle is fohl, at thirty or forty fhillings per head, to graziers 
who come annually from Skie, and other places. The mutton here is fmall, but the 
mod: delicate in our dominions, if the goodnefs of our appetites did not pervert our 
judgment : the purciial’e of a fat (heep was f our fliillings and fixpence : the natives kill 
a few, and alfo of co'.vs, t(i fait for winter provifions. A few goats are kept here: 
abundance of mares, and a neceifary number of llallions ; for the colts are an article of 
commerce, but they never pirt with the hllies. 

Evcjy penny-lau I is rellrieieJ to twenty-eight Aims of cattle: one milch cow is reck- 
oned a fum, or ten fliocp ; a horie is reckoned two Aims. By this regulation, every 
perfon is at liberty to make up his fums with what I'pecics of cattle he pleafes ; but then 
is at the fame time prevented from injuring his neighbour (in a place where grazing is in 
common) by rearing too great a flock, 'riiis rule is often broken; but by the former 
regulation, tlie fuil'erer may I'cpair his lofs from the herds of the avaricious. 

No hay is in.ule in this ifland, nor any fori of provender for wijitcr proviAon. The 
domefiic animals fupport theinfeives as well as they can on fpots of grafs preferved for 
tiiat pnrpole. In every farm is one man, from his oAice called Fear cuartaich, whole 
f .)h‘ bufinefs is to preferve the grafs and corn : as a reward he is allowed grafs for four- 
cows, an ! the produce of as much arable land as one horfe can till and hai row. 

Very few poultry are roared here, on account of the fcarcity of grain. 

No wiki quadrupeds are found, excepting flags : thefe animals once abounded here, 
but they' are now reduced to cirhly, by the eagles, who not only kill the fawns, but the 
«)ld deer, feizing them between the horns, and terrifying them till they fall down fome 
precij-iice, and become lltcir prey. 

The birds wo obforved wore ring-tail eagles, ravens, hooded-crow-s, w'hitc wagtails 
wheat-cars, titlarks, ring ouzels, gi'ous, ptarmigans, curlews, green plovers, f'alccd- 
dars or ardic gulls, and the grcajer terns : the Dean mentions gannets, but none ap- 
peared while we were in the ifland. • , 

y\,t the foot of Sgor-inor, oppofite fo Cannay, are found abundance of agates, of that 
fpecios called by Cronfled, fed. l.\'i. 0, Achates chalcedonifatis, improperly, w'hite cor- 
nelians : foveral Angular llrata, Aich as grey quartzy ftonc, Crottfled, fed. cclxxiv ; 
aaotlier, a mixture of quartz and bafaltcs, a black ftone, fpotleJ with white,, like por- 


* A Scotch rn.irk 15 Ii.ilc more than th!rtccn-pfncr.f?riiimj:r. 

*1 'riic divifioii into penn^dands^ and much of the rural ccconomy agree ift both iflands. 
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phyry, but with the appearance of a lava ; fine grit, or free-ftone, and the cinereous in- 
derated bole of Cronfted, fc£l. IxxxvH. 

July 14. Land again : walk five miles up the fides of the ifiand, chiefly over heath 
and mobry ground : crois two deep gullies, varied with feveral pretty calcades, falling 
from rock to rock : pals by great mafles of ftone, corroded as if they had lain on the 
ihore. After a long afeent reach I.och-nan-grun, a piece of water amidfi the rocks, 
beneath fomo of the highell peaks of the mountains. Abundance of terns inhabit' this 
loch. Return excellively wet with conllanr rain. 

Notwithftanding this ifland has feveral ftreatns, here is not a Tingle mill ; all the 
molinary operations are done at home : the corn is graddaned, or burnt out of the ear, 
indcad of being thrafhed ; this is performed two ways ; firfl:, by cutting oft' the cars, 
and drying them in a kiln, then fetting fire to them on a floor, and picking out the 
grains, by this operation rendered as black as coal. The other method is more expe- 
ditious, for the whole flicaf is burnt, without the trouble of cutting off the ears : a mofl: 
ruirtous praflice, as it deftroys both thatch and manure, and on that account has been 
wifely prohibited in fomc of the iflands. Gradanncd corn was the parched corn of 
Holy Writ. Thus Boaz prefents his beloved Ruth with parched corn; and JelTe 
fends David with an Ephah of the fame to his fons in the camp of Saul. The grinding 
was alfo performed by the fame fort of machine the- quern, in which two women were 
nect 'ffarily employed : thus it is prophefied “ two women lhall be grinding at the mill, 
one fliall be . taken, the other left.” I mull obferve too that the illand lalTes are as 
merry at their work of griudiiig the Graddan, the of the ancients, as thofc of 

Greece were in the days of Ariftophanes, 

Who warbled as they ground their parched corn •. 

The quern or bra is made in fome of the neighbouring counties, in the mainland, and 
colls about fourteen Ihillings. This method of grinding is very tedious ; for it employs 
two pair of hands four hours to grind only a Angle bulhcl 6f corn. Inftead of a hair 
fieve to fift the meal the' inhabitants here have an ingenious fubftitute, a Ihcep’s fkin 
llretched round a hoop, and perforated with fmall holes made with a hot iron. They 
knead their bannock with water only, and bake or rather tuall it, by laying it upright 
againft a ftone placed near the fire. 

For want of lime they drefs their leather with calcined Ihtlls : and ufc the fame me- 
thod of tanning it as in Cannay. 

The inhabitants of Rum are people that fcarcely know ficknefs : if they are attacked 
with a dyfentery they make ufe of a decoflion of the roots of the Tormentilla eredla in 
milk. The fmalUpox has vifited them but once in thirty-four years, only two fickened, 
and both recovered: The meafles come often. 

It is not wonderful that fpme fuperftitions Ihould reign in-thefe fequeftered parts. 
Second fight is f^^mly believed at this time. My informant faid that Lauchlan Mac- 
Kerran of Cannay had told a gentleman that he could not reft from the noife he heard 
of the hammeriqg of nails into his coftin : accordingly the gentleman died within fifteen 
days. 

Molly Mac-leane (aged forty) has the power of forefeeing events through a well- 
feraped blade bone of mutton. Some time ago fhe took up one and pronounced that five 
graves were foon to be opened ; one for a grown perfon : the other four for children ; 
one of which was, to be of her own kin : and fo it fell out. Thefc pretenders to fccond 

* Nubet, aA V. feene 11. Graddan ii derived from Grad quick, as the procefs is expeditious. 
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fight, like the Pythian prieflefs, during their infpiration fall into trances, foam at the 
mouth, grow pale, and feign to abftain from food for a month, fo overpowered are they 
by the.vifions imparted to' them during their paroxyfms. 

I muft not omit a moft convenient fpccics of fecond fight, poflfefl'ed by a gentleman of 
a neighbouring ifle, who forefees all vifitors, fo has time to prepare accordingly : but 
enough of thefe tales, founded on impudence and nurtured by folly. 

Here are only the ruins of a church in this ifland ; fo the minifter is obliged to preach, 
the few times he vifits his congregation, in the open air. 'I'he attention of our popilh 
anceftors in this article, delivers down a great reproach on the negligence of their re- 
formed defeendants ; the one leaving not even the moft diftant and favage part of our 
dominions without a place of worfhip ; the other fuftering the natives to want both in- 
ftrudtor and temple. 

July 15. The weather grows more moderate; at one o’clock at noon fail from 
Rum, with a favourable and brilk gale, for the ifle of Skie. Soon reach the point of 
Slate, at thefouth end, a divifion of that great illand, a mixture of grafs, a little corn 
and much heath. Leave on the right the point of Arifalg. Pafs beneath Armadale in 
Skie, a fear beautifully w'ooded, gracing rnoft uncxpeftedJy tliis almoft treelofs traft. 
A little farther to the weft opens the mouth of Loch-in-daal, a fafe harbour, and oppo- 
fitc to it on the main land, that of Loch-Jurn, or the lake of Hell, with black mountains 
of tremendous height impending above. 

'I’he channel between the (hire of Inverncfs and Skie now contrails ; and enlarges 
again to a fine bay oppofitc Glenelg, between the main-land and Dunan-ruagh, where 
is good anchorage under Skie. At the north end of this expanfe, the two fides fuddenly 
contraft, and at Kul-ri form a ftrait bounded by high lands, not a quarter of a mile 
broad ; the Hood, which runs here at the fpring tides at the rate of feven knots an hour, 
carried us through with great rapidity, into another expanfe perfedtly land locked, and 
VC17 pidurefque. We were now arrived amidft an amphitheatre of mountains; the 
country of Kintail bounded us on the north and eaft ; and Skie (which from Loch-in - 
daal became more lofty) confined us with its now wooded clifls to the fouth. Tlie 
ruins of an ancient caftle, feated on the pinnacle of a rock, and fome little ifles formed 
our weftern view. 'I'hcfe of old belonged to the Mac-kinnons, a very ancient race, 
who call themfelves Clan-Alpin, or the defeendants of Alpin, a Scotch monarch in the 
9th century. Some of the line have ftill a property in Skie. 

'I’he violent fqualls of wind darting from the apertures of the hills teaxed us for an 
hour, but after various tacks at laft Mr. 'riiompfon anchored fafely beneath Mac-kin- 
non’s cadle, amidft a fleet of buftes, waiting with anxiety for the appearance of hei rings, 
this year uncommonly late. The hard rains were no finall advantage to our fccnery. 
We lay beneath a vaft hill called Glaifbhein, cloathed with birch and oaks, inhabited 
by roes : catarafts poured down in various places amidft the woods, reminding me of 
the beautiful cafeades between Scheidock and Meyringen, in the canton of Underwald. 
This part is in the diftri^t of Strath, another portion of Skie. 

July 16. Land at a point called the Kyle, or paflfage, where about fourfeore horfes 
were collcded to be tranfported ala na^e to theoppofiie fliore, abobt a^nilc dillant, in 
the fame manner as, Polybius * informs us, Hannibal pafl'ed his cavalry over the rapid 
Rhone. They were taken over by fours, by little boats, a pair on each fide held with 
halters by two men, after being forced oft’ a rock into the fea. We undertook the con- 
veyance of a pair. One, a pretty grey horl'e, fwam admirably : the other was draggl'd 

♦ IJb. ill, c 8. 
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along like a log j but as foon as it arrived within feent of his companions before, 
hinded, revived, difengaged itfelf, and took to the fliore with great alacrity. Some 
very gentlcman-hke men attended thefe animals, and with great politcucfs offered their 
Icrvices. 

Among the crowd was a lad ereftis auribus ; his cars had never been Twaddled down, 
and they ilood out as nature ordained ; and I dare lay his I'enfc of hearing was moVc 
accurate by this liberty. 

The horned cattle of Skie are fwam over, at the narrow paffage of Kul-ri, at low 
water ; fix, eight, or twelve are paffed over at a lime, tied with ropes made 6i twilled 
w'ithics fiiffcned from the under jaw of the one to the tail of the preceding, and lo to the 
next ; the firll is fallencd to a boat, and thus are conveyed to the oppolite fliorc. This 
is the {Treat Dafsnnto the ifland, but is dellitutc even or a horl’e-ferrv. 

July 17. At five in the morning quit our iituation, and palling through a narrow 
and Ihort found, arrive in another fine expanfo, beautifully land-locked by themainlind 
(part of RofsflureJ the iflands of Rona and Croulin, Rofa, didinguiflied by the high 
hillock, called 1-uncanna ; Scalpa, and the low verdant ifle of Palr.iy, in old times the 
feat of aflaflins *. Skie flicws a verdant Hope for part of its fhore : beyond foar the 
conic naked hills ofStraith, and ftill farther the ragged heights of Biaven. 

See, behind us, the ruins of the eafilc, and the entrance of tlie bay we had left, tin? 
openings into the great lochs of Killerne and Carron, and, as a back-ground, a bound- 
lefs chain of rugged mountains. The day was perfectly clear, and the fea fmooth as a 
mirrour, difturbed but by the blowing of two whales, who entertained us fora confider- 
able fpacc by the jet d'eaux from their orifices. 

Mr. Mac-kinnon, junior, one of the gentlemen wc faw with the horfes, overtakes us 
in a boat, and preffed us to accept the entertainment of his father’s houfc of Coirc- 
chattachan, in the neighbouring part of Skie. After landing near the ifle of Scalpa, and 
walking about two miles along a flat, arrive at the quarters fo kindly pnivided j direct- 
ing Mr. 'I'hompfon to carry the vcffcl to the north part of Skie. 

I he country is divided by low banks of earth, and, like the otlier iflands, has more 
pafturage than corn. In my walk t© Kilchrill, the church of the parilh of Strath, f.uv 
on the road-fide ftrata of lime-ftone and ftonc-niarle, the former grey, the laft white, 
and in many parts dillblved into an impalpabie powder, and ready to the hands of the 
farmer. It is e.fieemed a fine manure, but better tor corn than grafs. 

Near the church are vatl ftrata of fine white marble, and lome veined with grey, 
which I recognized to have been the bed, from v\ hence the altar at Iona had been 
formed. Obl'crve alfo great quantities of white granite, fpotted with black. Meffrs. 
Lightfoot and Stuart afeend the high lime-.ftone mountain of Beinn-thuardal, and find it 
in a manner covered with that rare plant the Dryas aclopcla. 

On my return am entertained with a rohearfai, I may call it, of the Luagh, or W’alk- 
ing of cloth, a fubftitute for the fulling-mill : twelve or fourteen women, divided -into 
two equal numbers, fit down on each fide of a long board, ribbed lengthways, placmg 
the cloth on it : firft they begin to work it backw'ards and forwards with their hands, 
finging at the fimc*timc, as at the quern : when they have tired their hands, every fe. 
ma'e ufes her feet for the fame purpofe, and fix or feven pair of naked feet are in the 
iiK ft violent agitation, working one againft the other: as by this time they grow 
very earneft in their labours, the fury of the fong riles ; at length it arrives to 
fuch a pitch, that without breach of cltarity you would imagine a troop of female de- 
moniacs to have' been afl'emblcd. 

• Inil.e time of ilic Dean all tlicfe little ifles were full of woods, at prefent quite naked. 
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They fing in the fame manner when they are cutting down the corn, when ihiity or 
forty join in chorus, keeping time to the found of a bagpipe, as the Grecian lalf. s were 
wont to do to that of a lyre during vintage in the days of Momer *. '1 he fuhjecl; of the 

flings at the Luaghadh, the quern, and on this occalion, are fomclimcs love, loinetini' s 
panegyric, and often a rchcarfal of the deeds of t!ie ancient heroes, buicoiumonly all 
the tuni'S flow and melancholy. 

Singing at tire quern is now ahnofl out of date finco the introduflion of water-i'.iiH;. 
The laird can oblige his tenants, as in England, to make ufe of this niore expciiitioT; 
kind of grinding ; and empowers his miller to fearch out and break, any qiierri.s lie can 
find, as machines that defraud him of flie toll. Many centuries pall, the legiflatun; at- 
tempted to difenurage thefe aukward mills, fo prejudici;-! to the lamllords, who had Iv ii 
at the expence of others. In 1 284, in the time of iUexander III. it was provided, ti.at 
“ 11a man fall prefume to grind quheit mailhloci), or rye, with haiKl.-. mylne, e::ee|.'t i' j 
be compelled by llorni, or be in lack of mills quliilk fould grind tlic famen. / nJ iu 
this cafe gif a man grindes at hand niylnes, he fal gifilie threitin nivaimv as muh ..r, a: 1 
gif atiie man contraveins this our prohibition, he fall tine his hand inylnes pei Djtia.i- 
lio.” 

July iP. Walk up Beinn-a-caillich, or, the hill of the old hag ; one of tliofa pio- 
turefque nuniniaius that made fuch a figure from the fea. After al'eending a fniall p n t, 
find its fid s covered with vaft loofe hones, like the paps of Jura, the Iheltei* of ptariiii- 
gaus: the top flat and naked, with an ai'tificial cairn, of a moil enormous fixe, report d 
to have been the place of fepulture of a gigantic woman in the days of Fingal. I'lie 
profpcct to the well was that of defolatioii itfelf ; a favageferics of rude mountains, dif- 
coloured, black and red, as if by the rage of fire. Nearelf, joined to this hill by a ridge 
is lleia an ghrianau, or the mountain of the Sun; perhaps venerated in ancient tunes. 
Mal-more, or the round mountain, appears on the north. 'I’he ferrati d tops of Bl ivon 
aftect with aflonifliment ; and beyond them, the cluftered height of Oaillin, or tire 
mountain of Ckichullin, like its ancient hero f, “ flood hkc a hill that catches the clouds 
of heaven.” Tlie deep recefl'es between thefe Alps, in times of old, pollelled “ the 
foi.s of the narrow vales, the hunters of deer and to this time are inhabited by a tine 
race of flags. 

'l ive view to the north-cafl and fouth-wcfl Is not Icfs anuifing : a fea fprinkled over 
with various illes, and the long e\t;nt ofcoafl fo. ring into all the forms of Alpine wild- 
nefs. I tnvill not omit that the point of Camilketel, on live fouth of Skio, was Ihewod 
to me at a diflance, famous for the cave wlficli gave fhelter for two nights to the younp; 
adventurer, and his faithful gukle, the ancient Mac kinnon. 

Leave (’.oire-chattachan, after experiencing ev.ay civility from the family ; and from 
the Rev. Mr. Nicholl’on, the miniflor. Wind along the bottoms of the fleep hills. Pals 
by the end of Loch-flappan to the fouth. See a done dike or fence call'd Paraicnam 
fiadh, or the inclofure of a deer, wliich feoms once to have boon continued up a neigh- 
bouring hill. In one angle is a Jiollow, in the days of Gflian, a pitfall covered with 
boughs for the dellruclion of the animals chafed into it. Places of this n^une are very 
common, and very neceflary, when the food of mankind was the beads of the field. 

Turn towards the northern coalt ; pafs by the end of Locli-iligachan, and foon after 
by the fide of the fmall freih water Loch na-caiplich, filled with that fcarcc plant 

♦ Iliad, xvili, line 570. • 

t His icfidcncc is laid to have been at Dunfcaich, in this iflanJ. The literal meaning of or 

Cullin, is a narrow dark hollow. 
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r.riocaulon dccangularc, firft difcovered by Mr. James Robertfon. Brcakfaft at Scon-, 
for, one of the poft-offices, an inn oppofite to Rafa, an ifland nine miles long and three 
broad, divided from Skie by a found a mile broad. On the ihore, the houfe’of Mr. 

• Maclcod, the owner of Rafa, makes a pretty figure. The Dean fpeaks of this iiland, 
** as having inaney deircs, pairt of profitable landcs inhabit, and manurit, with 
calllcs, to wit, the caftle of Kilmorocht, and the caftle of Brolokit, with twa fair orchards 
at the faids twa caflles with anc parifh kirke, called Kilmolowocke. In his time, he 
lays, it perteining to Mac-ghyllichallan of Raarfay be the fword, and to the bifliope of 
the illes be heritage.” This ufurper was a valTal-of Maclcod of Lewis, who probably 
configned it to his chieftain, from whom the prefent proprietor derives his family. 

Continue our journey pointing to the fouth-weft. Meet great droves of fine cattle, 
on their way to change of pafture. See a fmall quantity of very poor flax, raifed. from 
the feed of their country, a very unprofitable management : but the greateft part of the 
land was covered with heath. Leave to the left the mountains of CucHullin, Cullin, or 
OuilHn, which reach to the lea. Come to the end of Loch-Bracadale, which pierces 
the ifl.ind on this fide. Skie is fo divided by branches of the fea, that there is not a place 
five miles diftant from a port ; fuch nunibers of good harbours are there in a place 
dciHtute of trade, and without a fmgle town. Near the end of this loch the ground is 
more cultivated ; but all the corn land is dug with the cas-chrom or crooked fpade, 
irdlcad of being ploughed : eight men arc neceflary to dig as much in a day as a fingle 
plough would turn up : the harrows are commonly tied to the horfes tails ; but in very 
wet iatid, the men and women break the fods by dragging over them a block of wood, 
w itli teeth and a long handle, called Raachgan. 

Defccnd through a narrow pafs, and arrive inftantly in a traft flat as any in Holland, 
opening to the welt a fine diftant view of north and fouth Uift, and other parts of the 
Long tflar.cl ; bounded on the other .three fides by high precipiccvS, enlivened with cata- 
formed by the heavy rains. In a wood in a fmig corjaer lies Talyfkir, inhabited by 
Mr. Maclcod, lieutcnant.colonel in the Dutch fervice, who with theutmoft hofpitality 
Ihcltcred us from the inclemency of the day. This houfe belongs to the chief of the 
name ; and in old limes was always the portion of a fecond fon ; he enjoyed it for life, 
with the view of giving Iiiin the means of educating his children ; who after that were 
left to the care of fortune ; which cuftom filled foreign fervice with a gallant fet of 
officers. Daughters of chieftains were generally portioned with cattle ; and often with 
a fet of ftout men, w'ho ift feudal times were valuable acquifnions to the huflrand, who 
eftimated his wealth by the power of his people, for he inftantly adopted and incorpo- 
rated them w'ith his own clan. 

It will not be impertinent to mention here the origin of the Scotch regiments in the 
Dutch fervice. 'I'hey were formed out of fome independent companies, fent over either 
in the reign of Elizabeth or James VI. At prefent the commoi) foldiers are but nomi- 
nally national, for fince the fcarcity of men, occafioned by the late war, Holland is no 
longer permitted to draw her recruits out pf North Britain. But the officers are all 
Scotch, who^aro obliged to take o^ths to our government, and to qualify in prefence of 
our ambaflfador at the Hague. 

June 20. See here a Cly-more, or great two-handed fword, probably of the fame kind 
with the ingenfes ghulii of the Caledonians, mentioned by 'I'aciius : an unwieldy weapon, 
two inches broad, doubly edged ; the length of the blade three feet feven inches j of 
the handle, fourtasn inches ; of a plain .tranfverfe guard one foot ; the weight fix 
pounds and a half. Thefe long fwords were the original weapons of our country, as 
appears by a figure of a foldier, found among the ruins of London, after the great fire, 
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A.D. i666f and preferved at Oxford * : hisfword is of a vaft length, his hair flowing, 
his legs bare, his lower garment fliort, and faftened by a girdle round his waift ; the 
fagum is flung carelefsly over his breaft and one arm, ready to be flung off, as cuftom 
was, in time of aftion. The great broad fword, and much the fame kind of drcfs, were 
preferved in the Highlands to the la'l age, at the battle of Kiilicrankie : the upper gar- 
ment was .thrown oft’ by the Highlanders, in order to enable them to ufe this two. 
handed inftrument with greater eft’eft. But the enormous length of weapon has been 
found ufelefs againll the firmnefs of determined troops, from the battle of the "f" Mons 
Grampius, to the recent viftory of Culloden. The fliort fwords of the forces of Agri* 
cola, and the bayonets of the Britifli regulars, were equally fuperior. 

Colonel Maclcod favours me with a weapon, common to the Romans, Scandinavians, 
and Britons. It is a brazen fword, whole blade is twenty-two inches long ; the handle 
(including a round hollow pummel) five and a half ; the middle of the blade fwells out 
on both fidcs, and the edges very (harp ; the end pointed ; we arc told J that the fcab- 
bards are of brafs, but this was doftitutc of one. The weapon was found in Skie. 
The fame kind is met with in many parts of Scotland and of Wales, which the Danes 
have vifited ; and they have been frequently difeovered in tumuli, and other fcpulchres, 
in Denmark and Holface, depofited there with the urns in honour of the dcceafed §. 
Others, fimilar, have been found in Sweden ||. 

Walk down the eaft fide of the vale, and fee the well of Ciichullin. Take boat near 
the lofty infulatcd rock, Stach in nuchidar, or that of the fuller, pyramidal and inclin- 
ing : am rowed beneath a range of magnificent clifis, at whofe bale w'cre lodged plenty 
of white cryftallisrcd zeolite, and vaft rocks of ftone, of the appearance of lava, filled 
with rounded kernels. 

Our boat’s' crew were iflanders, who ‘gave a fpecimen of marine mufic, called in the 
'F.rfe, Jorrams: thefe fongs, when well compofed, are intended to regulate the ftrokec 
of the oars, and recall to mind the cuftoms of clallica! days. 

Medlse flat margine piippis 
Qui voce ahernos nautarum temperet i£iuj, 

Kt remis dietrt fonitepi, pariterque relatis, 
iVd iiuineium plaudat refunaiuia cxrul.i lonfis. 

. Sitius, lib. iv. 

But in modern times they are generally fung in couplets, the whole crew joining in 
chorus at certain intervals : the notes are commonly long, the airs folemn and flow, 
rarely chearful,it beirig impoflible for the oars to keep a quick time ; the words gene- 
rally have a religious turi>, confonant to that of the people. 

July 21 . Vifit a high hill, called Briis-mhawl, about a mile fouth of Talyfkir, having 
in the front a fine feries of genuine bafaltic columns, refembling the Giant’s caufeway : 
the pillars were above twenty feet high, confiding of four, five and fix angles, but moltly 
of five : the columns lei's frequently jointed than thofe of the Irilh j the joints 
being at great and unequal diftances, but the majority are entire : even thofe that are 
jointed are lefs concave and convex on their oppofite furface than the columns of the 
former. The ftratum that refted on this colonade was very irregular anft fhattery, yef 
ieemed to make fome efl'ort at form. The ruins of the columns at the bafe made a 

• Montfaucon, Antiq iv. j 6. tab. x. f Taciti vit. Agric. c. 36. 

j: Sibbald Append. Hid. Fife, p i 3 . 

§ Wormii Mon, Dan. p. 48, tab. p. jol Worm. Muf 354. Jacob. Mu'".* Reg. Havn'*. pars 11. 
fact. iii. II Dahiberg, Suec. Ant. tab. 314. 
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grand appearance : ihefe were the ruins of the creation j thofc of Rome, the work of 
human art, feem to them but as the ruins of yefterday. 

At a fmall diOance from thefe, on the flope of a hill, is a trad of fome roods entirely 
formed of the tops of fevcral Icries of columns, even and clofe ftt, forming a reticulated 
furface of amaising beauty and curiofity. 'I'his is the moft northern bafaltes I am ac- 
quainted with : the laft of four in the Britifli dominions, all running from fouth. to 
north, nearly in a meridian : the Giant’s Caufeway appears firll ; Staffa fucceeds ; the 
rock of Humbla, about twenty leagues further ; and, linally, the column of Briis- 
nihau l ; the depth of ocean, in all probability, conceals the lofl; links of this chain. 

'J'ake leave of Talyfkir. See very near to the houfe the velligcs of fome fmall 
buildings, and by them a heap of ftones, with a bafaltic column fet ered in the middle. 
Crofs a range of barren lands for four miles ; reach Loch-Bracadah*. Exchange our 
horlVs for a boat. Pafs over this beautiful 1 md-locked harbour abounding with fafe 
creeks. ( od-filh fwarm here in the herring feafon purfuing the ihoals : a man with 
a fmgle hand line caught in throe hours as many as were fold for three guineas, at 
the rate of two-pence a piece. Land, after a trajed of four miles, and find ready a 
new fet of horfes. 

This feems to me the fitted: place in the ifland for the forming of a town. The 
harbour is deep and unfpeakably fecurc. It is the Milford haven of thefe parts; it 
opens at its mouth to the bell part of the fea. Skie has not in it a fmgle town or even 
village. Btit what is a greater wonder, there is not a town from Camp'oelton in 
the Firth of Clyde to Ti.urfo at the end of Caithnefs, a trad of above two hundred 
miles. 

Proceed : ride by, at Struam, a beautiful Danilli fort on the top of a rock, formed 
with mod excellent mafonry. The figure as ufual circular. The diameter from out- 
fidc to outfide fixty feet ; of the infidc forty-two. Within are the velligcs of five 
apartments, one in the centre, four around; the walls are eighteen feet high. The 
entrance fix feet high, covered with great doncs. 

About a furlong north-wed of ibis, is another large rock precipitous on ?1I fides 
but one. On that is the ruin of a very thick wall, and the trapes of a dike quite round, 
even on the inaccefliblc parts. Between which and the wail is a large area. 'I bis 
foems W have been built without regularity, yet probably belonged to the fame nation. 
Each feems defigned to cover an affemblage of people who lived beneath their pro- 
tedion in a liodile country, for under both arc remains of numbers of fmall buildings 
w'ith regular entrances. 'J'ho lad inclolurc is fuppofed to have been defigned for the 
fecurity of the cattle, of which thefe frcc-booters had robbed the natives; and this 
fpecies is dillinguidied by the name of Boaghun. 

Thefe fortrefibs arc called univerlally in the Erfc, Duns. I find that they arc veiy 
rare in the country from whence they took their origin ; no people v ill give themfclves 
the trouble of fortifying againll the fecurity of friends. Mr. Frederic Suhm of Copen- 
hagen, whom I had the plcafurc of addrefiing on this fubjed, coul • point out but a 
fingle indance of a fimilar tower, and that on the Suallfbcry, a mountain half a Nor- 
wegian league didant from Drontheim. But we may exped further elucidations from 
a fkilful antiquary now on the tour of the country. 

About two miles farther, fee near the road-fide two large conoid cairns; pafs near 
the end of Docli-ca-roy, a branch of the noble Loch-Bracadalc, and foon after reach 
the caftlc of 

Dun-vegan, the leal of Mr. Maclcod, a gentleman defeended from one of the Nor- 
.wegian vicc-roys, governors of the ifles whUe they bore a foreign yoke. But the an- 

^ tiquity 
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tiquity of his defctnt is an accident that would convey little honour to him, had he 
not a much more fiibftaniial claim ; for, to all the milkinefs of human nature ufually 
concomitant with his early age, is added, the fenfe and firmnefs of more advanced 
life. He feels for the diftreffes of his people, and infenfible of his own, with uncom- 
mon difmtereflcdncfs, has relieved his tenants from their oppreffive rents ; has received 
inftead of the tralh of gold, the treafure of warm affections, and unfeigned prayer. 
He will foon experience the good effeCtsof his generofity ; gratitude, the refult of the 
feniibility Hill exiiling among thofe accuftomed to a feudal government, will fhew itfclf 
in more than empty words ; and in time they will not fail exerting every nerve to give 
his virtue the due rcw.u'd. Feudal governments, like that of umnixed monarchy, has 
its conveniences aiul its bleflings. 1'hc Lit rarely occur from the imperfeCtion of 
human nature : One Being only can lay claim to that ; therefor-; it is the bufmefs of 
every honell man to refill the very app 'arance of undivided pov/cr in a prince, or 
the ffailow of independency in a fubjoit. 'I'he Highlanders ma, blels the hand that 
looftned their bonds ; for tyranny more often than protection w as the attendance on 
their vaflalage. Yet (till from long habitiule, and iVtJin the gleams of kindnefs that 
darted every now and then aniidlt the llorms of leverity, was kiniilcd a fort of filial re- 
verence to their chieftain : this ftill is in a great degree r<!tau:cd, and may, by chorifli- 
ing, return with more than wonted vigour. The iioxious part of the feudal reign is 
abolifhed ; the delegated rod of power is now no more. Bui let not the good part be 
loll with the bad : the tender relation that patriarchal government experiences, fliould 
fl ill be retained ; and the mutual inclination to beneficence preferved. The chieftain 
Ihould not lofe, with the power of doing harm, the dilpofiiion of doing good. Such are 
rhe feniimeiiis of Mr. IVIacleoci, which ripen into actions, that, if perfiilcd in, will bring 
laiUng comfort into his own bolbm, and the moll defired of blcfliugs amonglt a nu- 
merous clan. 

The caftle of Dun vegan is feated on a high rock, over a loch of the fame name, a 
branch of Loch Falart. Part is modernized, but the greatelt portion is ancient : the 
oldcll is a fquare tower, which with a wall round the edge of the rock, was the origi- 
nal llvength of the place. Adjacent is a village and the poft-ofHce ; for from hence 
a pacquet-boar, fupported by fubfeription, fails every fortnight for the Long Ifland. 

Here is preferved the Braolauch (hi, or fairy-flag of the feraily, bellowed on it by Ti- 
tanta the Ben-(hi, or wife to Oberon king of the fairies. She blelTed it at the fame 
time with powers of the firll importance, which were to be exerted on only three oc- 
cafiuns : but, on the laft, after the end was obtained, an invifiblc Being is to arrive and 
carry off ftandard and (tandard-bcarer, never more to be feen, A fomily of ClaA y 
Faifter had this dangerous office, and heltl by it free lands in Bracadale. 

The flag has been produced thrice. The firft time in an unequal engagement againft 
the Clan-Roland, to whofo fight the Macleods were multiplied ten-fold. The fecoud 
preferved the heir of the family, bcitig then produced to favc the longing of the lady j 
and the third time, to fave my own ; but it was fo tattered, that Titania did not feem 
to think it worth fending for. . • , 

This was a fuperllition ilerived from the Norwegian 'ancellry of the houfc j the 
fable was caught from the country, and might be of ufe to animate the clan. The 
Danes had their magiftl ftandard, Reafan, or, the raven, embroidered in an inftant 
by the three daughters of Lodbrokc, and fillers of Hinguar, Hubba, or Ivar *. Sigurd 
had an enchanted flag given him by his mother, with cireumflanefis fomewhat fimilar 
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to the Duti'Vegan colours ; whofoever bore it in the day of battle was to be killed ; 
accordingly in one of- his battles three (landard-bearers were fucceflively flain j but on 
the death of the laft he obtained the viftory *. 

Here is preferved a great ox>hom) tipped with filver ; the arm was twided round 
its fpires, the mouth brought over the elbow, and then drank oft'. The; northern 
nations held this fpecies of cup in high efteem, and ufed the capacious horns of tbe 
great Aurochs t* They graced the hofpitable halls of kings J, and out of them the 
ancient heroes quenched their thirft : Haquin §, weary with daughter, calls aloud for 
the mighty draught : 

Heu labor immenluft« feflbs qiiam vellicat artug ! 

Qais mihi jam prxbet cornua plena mero ! 

In this cadle is alfo preferved a round ihicld, made of iron, that even in its decayed 
ftate weighs near twenty pounds ; itfelf a load in thefe degenerate days ; yet they were 
in ufe no longer ago than in the beginning of the laft century. Each chieftain had his 
armour-bearer, who preceded his inafter in time of war, and, by my author’s {| account, 
in time of peace ; for they went armed even to church, in the manner the North ‘ 
Americans do at prefent in the frontier fettlement, and for the fame reafon, the dread 
of favages. 

In times long before thofe, the ancient Scotch ufed round targets, made of oak, 
covered with the hides of bulls ; and long (hields, narrow below and broad above, 
formed of pieces of oak or willow, fecured with iron : 1 guefs them to be of the fame 
kind' with the Norwegian ihields figured by Wormius and probably derived from the 
fame country. They had alfo a guard for their ihoulders, called Scapul ; and for 
offeniive weapons had the bow, fword, two handed fword, and Lochaber ax, a weapon 
likewife of Norwegian origin. But the image-tombs of ancient warriors are the beft 
le&ures on this fubjed. 

Mr. Macqueen informs me, that near this place is an 'Anait, or druidical place of 
worihip, of which there are four in Skie, much'of the fame fituation and conftruftion. 
This lies in the heart of an extenftve moor, between the confluence of two waters. 
To the eaft ftands one hill, to the weft another : which gradually flope down toward 
the plain, and from which a clear profpe€l might be had of all that pafted below. 
From one of thefe waters to the other is a ftrong ftone wall, forming an equilateral 
triangle j the rocks face it towards the water, and every crevice is filled with ftones 
regularly laid ; fo that it feems to have been on that fpot inacceflible in former days. 
Near the centre of this triangle, is -a fmall fquare edifice of quarried ftones, and on 
each fide of the entrance which leads to it from the wall, arc the remains of two 
houfes, both within and without. In thofe lodged the priefts and their families ; the 
fervants mod probably on the outfide. A ftrong turf rampart protected alfo the wall 
from water to water, acrofs a rifing ground, which hath been cut through by a road 
leading from the Tempul na Anait (as the edifice, is called) a great way into the 
moor. Theye ir no tradition of the ufe of this place. My learned friend fuppofes it 
to have been defigned for the woi fhip of the Earth, Bendis or Diana, which, accord- 
ing to Hefyehius, was fuppofed to be the fame. Plutarch gives the fame goddefs the 
title of Anait, the name of this place of worihip j and Pliny Speaks of a country in 

♦ Torfxus, 27. 

f Urorum cornibuij Barbari feptcntrionales potant, urnafque binas capitis uniin cornua implcnt. Plinii 
lib. ii c. 37. % Saxo Grammat. 94. § Wormii Mon. Dan. 389. 

II Timothy Pont*® M. S. Advo. Libiary. f Worm, 

14 Armenia^ 
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Armenia, called Anaitica, from Anaitis, a goddefs in great repute there, where a 
noble temple had been built, which was plundered of its immenfe riches by the foldiers 
of Antony in his Parthian expedition. Paufanias alib fpeaks of the temple of Diana 
the Anait. Thefe temples were erefted when the purity of the Celtic religion had 
befen debafed by the extravagance of.fancy, and idols introduced. Here we may fup- 
pofe that this deity was wormipped in the utmoft fimplicity. 

July 22. Proceed on our journey ; pafs over a black and pathlefs traQ: of moor 
and bog, for about fifteen miles. Dine on a foft fpot of heath, with that appetite 
which exercife and the free air never fail to create. • Arrive on the banks of Loch- 
Grifemis, a branch of Loch-fnifart ; take boat ; obferve that the ropes for the fifiting- 
nets are made of the purple melic grafs, the pund-glafs of the Highlanders, remarkable 
for lading long without rotting. After a paflage of a mile, land at Kingfburgh ; im- 
mortalized by its miftrefs, the celebrated Flora Mac-Donald, the fair proteArefs of a 
fugitive adventurer ; who, after fome days concealing himfelf from purfuit, in the dif- 
guife of a lady’s maid, here dung off the female habit. I had the pleafure of her ac- 
quaintance at the firft Sir Watkin William Wynne’s in the year 1746 j but at this 
time 1 unfortunately found that Ihe was abfent on a vifit. 

Mr. Macdonald did me the favour of prefenting me with three very curious pieces 
of antiquity : an um, a Glain-nsudr, or ferpent-bead, and a Denarius, found not re- 
mote from his houfe. The firft is m urn of elegant workmanlhip, found in a ftone 
cheft, formed of fix flags as before deferibed : this um was filled with aflies ; was 
placed not prone, as that mentioned in the former volume, but with the mouth up, 
and covered with a light thin ftone. This was difeovered beneath an immenfe 
cairn. 

The Glain-naidr, or Druidical bead, as it is vulgarly called, is an unique in its kind, 
being of a triangular (hape ; but, as ufual, made of glafs, marked with figures of fer- 
pents coiled up. The common people in Wales and in Scotland retain the fame 
fuperllitions relating to it as the ancients, and call it by the name of Serpent-ftone. 
The Gauls, taught by their priefts, believed the ftrangeft tales of their ferpents, de- 
feribed from the profe of Livy, in a moft fpirited manner, by the ingenious Mr. Mafon, 
who thus makes ms Druid demand of a fapient brother : 

But tell me yet 

From the grot of charme and fpellt, 

Where our matron After dwells ) 

Brennut, has thy holy hand 
Safely brought the Druid wand. 

And the potent adder-ftone. 

Gender’d ’fore the autumnal moon } 

When in undulating twine 
The foaming fnakea prolifie loin ; 

When they hifs, and when they bear 
Their wond’roua egg aloof in air j 
Thence, before to earth it fall, 

, The Druid in his holy paU, 

Receives the p^ize, 

And inftant flies. 

Follow’d by the envenom'd brood, 

Tift he crofs the filvcr flood. 

The ancients and modems agree in their belief of its powers;, that 'good fortune 
a t fo n ds the pofleflfor wherever he goes. The ftupid Claudius, that Ludibritm ante 

T T a 
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Augujliy put to death a Gaulifli * knight, for no other reafon than that he carried ovum 
atiguinunii a ferpent-ftone about him. The vulgar of the prefent age attribute to it other 
virtues ; fuch as its curing the bite of the adder, and giving cafe to women in child- 
birth, if tied about the knee : fo difficult is it to root out follies that have the fanftiou 
of antiquity. 

The laft favour that I was indebted to Mr. Mac-donald for, is a denarius of the EiUr 
peror Trajan, found on a moor near the fliore of Loch-Grifernis ; a probable, but hot 
a certain evidence that the Romans had landed in this illar.d. We have no lights from 
hiftory to enable us to fay wdiat was done during the reign of that emperor : in the fuc- 
ceeding, Adrian reduced the bounds of the empire to the place Hill called his wall, and 
lofl all communication with the iflands j but in the following reign they were extended 
to their ancient bounds, and the ifles might be vifited from the Glota eftuarium, the 
llation of the fleet, and the money in quellion lofl at that time in Skie. But its being 
found there may be accounted for by another fuppofition ; that of its having been tha 
booty of an ifland foldier, talcen from the Romans in fome of the numbcrlefs fkirmifhes 
in one of the following reigns, and brought here as a mark of viflory. 

I obferve that the great fcallop-flicll is made nfe of in the dairies of this country for 
the fkimming of milk. In old times it had a more honourable place, being admitted 
into the halls of heroes, and was the cup of their feftivity. As Dodor Mac-pherfon 
expreffes it, “ The whole tribe filled the hall of the chieftain ; trunks of trees covered 
with mofj were laid in form of tables from one end to the other ; whole beeves or deer 
were roafled and laid before them on rough boards, or hurdles of rods woven together; 
the pipers played while they fat at table, and filence was obferved by all. After the 
feafl was over, they had ludicrous entertainments; a pradice (till continued in part of 
the Highlands : the females retired, and the old and young warriors fat in order, down 
from the chieftain, according to their proximity in blood to him ; the harp was then 
touched, the fong was raifed, and the fliga-crcchin, or the drinking-fhell, went round.” 

Am lodged this night in the fame bed that formerly rcceivod the unfortunate Charles 
Stuarr. Here he lay one night, after having been for foine time in a female habit un- 
der the protedion of Flora Macdonald. Near this place he refumed the drefs of his 
own lex by the afliflance of the mailer of the houfe, Mr. Alexander Macdonald, who 
fulfered a -long imprifonment on that account ; but neither the fear of punifhmtnt, nor 
the j)ro miles of reward, could induce him to infringe the righls of hofpitality, by be- 
traying an unhappy m;m who had flung hiinfelf under his protedion. He preiented me 
w'ith a pair of gloves worn by Charles Stuart while he appeared in the cliarader of the 
tender fex : they are kept as a memorial of a daring adventure, moft unequally fup- 
ported. 

July 23. Leave Kingfburgh, travel on a good horfe road, pafs by a cairn, with a 
great (lone at the top, called the high-ftone of Ugg. I muft remark, that the Danes 
left behind them in many places- the names of their deities, their Iterots, and their bards • 
thus in the rock Humbla is perpetuated the name of Humblustj one of their ancient 
kings; the ifle of Gunna J alfumcd the title of one of the Valkyriaf, the fatal filters ; 
Ulva takes its name from the bear-begotten hero Ulvo § ; and the Hone of Ugg feems 
to have been ereded in memoVy of the poet Uggerus ||. 

Beneath is the fertile bottom of Ugg, laughing with com ; afeend a hill, and on the 
'tuber fide defeend into the parilli of Kilmore, the granary of Skie. Leave, on the left, 

lib. xyix. c. 3. Pquitem Romar,um.e Vocontiis, a people of Dauphiiiy. 

f . Gram. 5. Torfaus, 3C. § ^iax. Cram. 1^3. || Ibid. S8. 
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Muggallot, the principal lioufe of Sir Alexander Mac-donald, lineally delceaded from 
the lords of theifles: all the eltates at prefent pofleffed by that gent le:nan were b - 
Itowcd by John, the laft Regulus, and Karl of Rofs, on his brotlvcT Hugh, and coi,- 
firmed by a charter dated at Aros, in the year 1449, and afterwards by James IV. 
Sterling, in 1 405. 

Beneath the houfe was the lake of St. Columba, now drained ; once noted fora im/ 
nailery of great antiquity, placed in an ifland. I’he ruins evince its age, being built 
with great Hones, without mortar, in the manner cuftomary in the times of druidifm 
The cells and feveral rooms are Hill very dillinguifliable. The chapel is of a later date, 
and built with mortar, as are all the other chapels in Skie, and in the little iflands along 
its Ihores ; thefe chapels were ferved by the monks : the place they landed on, in ordt r 
to difeharge thel'e religious duties, was called Pein-orah, or the land of prayer; for 
after folemnly recommending themfelves, and the objeds of their journey, to the Mqft 
High, they feparated, and took their refpedive routes. 

Purfue our journey. A miniHer, wiio gave us the pleafure of his company, obferved 
to us, that a couple were in purfuit of him in order to have their nuptials celebrated : 
unwilling to be the caufe of deferring their happinefs, I begged he would not on my 
account delay the ceremony ; we took poflellion of a cottage ; the miniHer laid before 
them the duties of the marriage Hate, alked whether they took each other willingly : 
joined their hands, and concluded with a prayer. I obferved that the bridegroom put 
all the powers of magic to defiance, lor he was married with both Ihocs tied with their 
latchot. 

Not many years have elapfed fince it was cuHomary in fomc parts of the north of 
Scotland for the lairds to interfere in the marriages of their vaflals, and direft the pair- 
ing of the'.r people. Theft* (i range tyrannies, thefe oppreflions of inclination, feem to 
have occafioned the law ot Alexander I. to prevent fuch a foundation for domeHic mi* 
fery ; it is indeed the cafe of the widow only that he took into confideration. “ Na 
widow 'fays the Hatute) fould be compelled to marie gif fche pleafe to live withoiit ane 
hufliand, but fche fould give fccuritie that fche fall not marie without confent of hir 
lord, gif fche holds of ane other than the king.” 

Take a repaH at the hoiffe of Sir Alexander MaC'donald’s piper, w’ho, according tc 
ancient cuHom, by virtue of his oHice, holds his lands free. His dwelling, like many 
others in this country, confiHs of feveral apartments : the firH for his cattle during 
winter ; the fecond is his ha'l ; the third for the reception of Hrangers ; and the fourth 
for the lodging of his family : all the rooms within one another. 

The owner was quite in^iHer of his inflruinent, and treated us with feveral tunes 
In feudal times the Mac donalds had in this ifland a college of pipers, and the Macleods 
had the like ; thefe had regular .appointments in land, and received pupils from all the 
neighbouring chieftains. The Mac-karters were chief pipers to the firft ; the Mac- 
krumens to the laH. 

The bagpipe has been a favourite inilrument with the Scots, an 4 has two varieties : 
the one with fhort pipes, played on with the fingers ; the other with,long pipes, and 
founded with the mouth : this is the loudeft and moft earipiercing of all mufic, is the 
genuine highland pipe, and fuited well the warlike genius of the people, roufed their 
courage to battle, alarmed them when fecure, and collcaed them when fcattered ; fo- 
laced them in their long and painful marches, and in limes of peace kept up the me- 
mory of the gallantry of their anccHors, by tunes compofed after fignal viftories ; and 
too often kept up the fpirit of revenge, by airs expreflive of defeats or maflacres from 
rival clans. One of the tunes, wild and tempeftuous, is faid to have been played at the 

bloody 
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bloody battle of Harlaw, 'when Donald, Lord of the ifles, in 1410, oppofed the powers 
of James 1 . tinder the condudl of Alexander Stuart, Earl of Mar. 

Neither of thefe inftruments were the invention of the Danes, or, as is commonly 
fuppofed, of any of the northern nations; for their ancient writers prove them to have 
been animated with the c angor tubarum. Notwithflanding they have had their foeck- 
pipe long amongft them, as their old fongs * prove, yet we cannot allow them the ho- 
nour of inventing this melodious inflrument ; but muft affert that they borrowed it 
from the invaded Caledonians. We muft ftill go farther, and deprive even that an- 
cient race of the credit ; and derive its origin from the mild climate of Italy, perhaps 
from Greece. 

There is now in Rome a moft beautiful bas-relievo, a Grecian fculpture of the high- 
eft antiquity, of a bagpiper playing on his inftrument, exadly like a modern highlander. 
The Greeks had their Ao-xoiuxi);, or inftrument compofed of a pipe and blown-up (kin : 
the Romans in all probability borrowed it from them, and introduced it among their 
fwains, who ftill ufe it under the names of piva and comu mvfa f. 

That inafter of tnude, Nero, ufed one}; and had not the empire been fo fuddenly 
deprived of that great artift, he would (as he gracioully declared his intention) have 
treated the people with a concert ; and, among other curious inftruments, would have 
introduced the utricularius, or bagpipe. Nero perifhed, but the dgure of the inftru- 
ment is preferved on one of his coins, but highly improved by that great mafter. It has 
the bag and two of the vulgar pipes, but was Mown with a bellows, like an organ, and 
had on one fide a row of nine unequal pipes, refemb ing the fyrinx of the god Pan§. 
The bagpipe, in the unimproved ftate, is alfo reprefented in an ancient fculpture, and 
appears to have had two long pipes or drones {|, and a fingle fliort pipe for the fingers. 
Tradition fays, that the kind played on by the mouth was introduced by the Danes. 
As their’s was wind mufic, we will admit that they might have made improvement, but 
more we cannot allow : they were (killed in the ufe of the trumpet ; the highlanders in 
the piohb) or bagpipe. 

Non tuba in ufa illia, conjeAa at tibia in utrem 
Dal belli fignum^ et mar tern vocat horrida in arma 

Proceed two miles farther ; pafs under a high hill, with a precipitous front, ftyled 
Sgor-more, or the great projection ; and immediately after reach Dun-tuilm caftle, or 
the caftle of the round gralTy eminence, placed at the verge of a high precipice over the 
fea ; the ground adjacent ’formed of fine verdant turf. 

Find our vcfTcl at anchor under the little rocky Elan-tuilm, lofty, and of a piCturefque 
form. 

Take leave of feveral gentlemen, whoj according to the worthy cuftom of thefe 
idands, convoyed us from place to place, and never left us till they had delivered us 
over to the next hofpitable roof, or feen us fafely embarked. Among others who did 
me this honour w^ Doctor John Maclean, whofe family have been hereditary phyfi- 
cians for Come centuries to that of Mac-donald. They have been educated at the ex- 
pence of the 7:hieftain ; anJ receive'to this day an appointment in land, holding the farm 
of Shulifta at the gates of the ancient refidence of the Mac-donalds, the caftle of Dun- 
tuilm, which the DoCtor enjoys together with a penfion from the late Sir James Mac- 
donald. 

« • 

♦ From Dr. Solandcr. f From Dr. Bumey. J Suetonius, Ub. vi, c. 54. 

§ Montfaucon, Antiq« Siippl. Hi. xb8. tab. 73. f. 2, |j Ibid. f. i. ^ Melviai Topog. Scot is. 
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Dun-tuilm caftle is a ruin, but was inhabited as late as 1715. It was the original 
fi?at of the Mac-donalds in Skie ; near it a hill, called Cnock an cirick, or the hill of 
pleas ; fuch eminences are frequent near the houfes of all the great men, for on theie, 
by the alfiftance of tlieir friends, they determined all differences between their peop! c : 
the place was heldTacred, and to the refpeQ paid 10 the decifions delivered from tl'.': 
fummit, may in fome ineafure be attributed the ftrift obedience of a fierce and milii<krv 
race to their chieftain. 

Near this place waii pointed to me the fpot where an inceftuous pair (a brother and 
lifter) had been buried alive, by order of the chieftain. 

In the rocks are abundance of fmall compreffed ammonitse, and on the Hiores law 
fragments of white quart 25 , the heftic ftone fo often mentioned by Martin* 

Skie is the largeft of the Hebrides, being above fixty meafured miles long ; the 
breadth unequal, by reafon of the numbers of lochs that penetrate far on both iides. 
It is fuppofed by fome to have been the Eaftern .Xbudse of the ancients ; by others to 
have been the Dumna. The modern name is of Norwegian origin, derived from Ski, 
a luift, and from the clouds (that almoft continually hang on the tops of its loity hills) 
was ftyled Ealand ikianach, or the cloudy ifland *. No epithet could better fuit the 
place ; for, except in the fummer feafon, there is fcarcely a week of fair weather : the 
(nmmers themfelves are alfo generally wet, and feldom warm. 

The wefterly wind blows here more regularly than any other, and arriving charged 
with vapour from the vaft Atlantic, never fails to dafh the clouds it wafts on the lofty 
fummits of the hills of CuchuHin, aud their contents deluge the ifland in a manner un> 
known in other places. What is properly called the’rainy feafon commences in Auguft : 
the rains begin with moderate winds, which grow ftronger and ftrenger till the autumnal 
equinox, when they rage with incredible fury. 

The hulbandman then lighs over the ruins of his vernal labours : fees his crops feel 
the injury of climate ; fome laid proftrate ; the more ripe corn (bed by the violence of 
the elements. The poor forefee famine, and confequential difeafe : the humane tackf- 
men agonize over diftreffes that inability, not want of inclination, deprives them of the 
power of remedying. The nearer calls of family and children naturally flrft excite 
their attention : to maintain and educate are all their hopes, for that of accumulating 
wealth is beyond their expeflation ; fo that the poor are left to Providence’s care ; they 
prowl like other animals along the Ihores to pick up limpets and other {liell-fllh, the 
cafual repafts of hundreds during part of the year in ihefe unhappy iflands. Hundreds 
thus annually drag through the feafon a wretched life ; and numbers unknown, in all 
parts of the weftem iflands.( nothing local is intended), fall beneath the prcll'ure, fume 
of hunger, more of the purid fever, the epidemic of the coafts, originating from un- 
wholefome food, the dire effefls of neceffity. Moral and innocent vitdims ! who exult 
in the change, firft- finding that place “ where the wicked ceafe from troubling, and 
where the weary are at reft.” 

The farmer hbours to remedy.this diflrefs to the beft of his power, but the wetnefs 
of the land late in fpring prevents him from puttin^g into the groUiU^the early leed of 
future crops, bear, and fmall oats: the laft are fitted fof the climate ; *they bear the 
fury of the winds better than other grain, and require lefs manure, a dcficieiicy in this 
ifland. Poverty prevents him from making experiments in rural ceconoiny ; the ill 
fuccefs of a few made by the more opulent determines him to follow the old tract, as 
attended with more certainty, unwilling, like the dog in the fable, lo gvafp at the lh.i- 
dow and lofc the fubftance, even as poor as it is. 

■ 4 ^ * Doctor Mac-pberfon, 282. 

’J iie 



P£NNANT*f5 SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


328 

Tho proJucc of the crops vc:*y rarely arc in any degree proportioned to the wants oi 
th'j inhabitants: gohlen fcafoos have happened when they have had fuperfluity j but 
the years of famine are as ten to '>116. The helps of the common years are potatoes : 
it is diflicult to fay whodicr the difeovery of America by the Spaniards has contributed 
to preferve more lives by the introduftion of this vegetable, or to have caufed more to 
perifh by the inHithible iurt: after the precious metals of the new world. 

■ TI)c difficulties the farmer underg >.“s in this bail climate are unknown in the fouth ; 
there he fows his food, atid fees it flourdh beneath a benign fun, and I’cturcd from every 
invaliou, I fere a wet Iky brings a reluctant crop* : the ground, inclofed only with 
turf mounds, accoilible to every animal : a continual watch employs numbers of his 
people : feme again are occupied in repairing the damages fufiained by their houfes 
irotn dorms the preceding year ; others are labouring at the turberrics, to provide fuel 
to keep off the rigour of the fevere feafon ; or in fencing rhe natural (the only) grafl'es 
of the country to preferve their cattle from ftarving, which arc the true and proper 
ffaple of thofe iflands. 

The quantity of corn r.u’fed in tolerable feafons in this ifland is efteemed to be about 
nine thoufand bolls. 'I he numbcT of mouths to confume flicm in the prefbytery of 
Skie t> near thirteen thoufand ; migrations and depreffion of fpirit, the lalt a common 
caufc of depopulation, having fince the year 1750 reduced the number from fifteen 
thoufand to between twelve and thirteen : one thoufand having croffed the Atlantic, 
others funk bepeath poverty, or in dcfpair, ceafed to obey the firft great command, 
“ iucreafe and multiply.’* 

In that year the whole rent of Skie was three thoufand five hundred pounds. By 
an unnatural force fome of the rents are now doubled and trebled. People long out 
of all habit of indullry, and ufed to the convivial tables of their chieftain, were unable 
iuffantly to fupport fo new a burden : in time not very long preceding that, they felt 
the return of fome of their rents ; they were enabled to keep hofpitality ; to receive 
their chieftain with a well-covered board, and to feed a multitude of poor. Many of 
the greater tackfmen w'crc of the fame blood with their chieftains j they were attached 
to them by the tics of confunguinity as well as affediion ; they felt from them the firft 
of oppreffion, as Cscfar did the wound from his beloved Brutus. 

The high advance in the price of cattle is a plea for the high advance of rents; but the 
fituation of the tackfman here is particular : he is a gentleman, and boafts the fame blood 
with his laird : (of five hundred fighting men that followed Macleod in 1 745 in his 
jnajefty army, four hundred were or his kindred) has been cherifhed by him for a feries 
of years often with paternal affe&ioa: has been ufed to fuch luxuries aa the place af- 
fdi-als, and cannot inftantly fink from a good board to the hard fare of a common far- 
mer. ^'vWhen the chii-ftains riot vti all the luxuries of South Britain, he thinks himfelf 
entitled to'*. ffiare a due degree of the good things of this life, and not to be for ever 
confined to tfi?e diet of brochan, or the compotation of whilkey. During the feudal 
reign their lovJ; for their chieftains induced them to bear many things, at prefent into- 
lerable. Thpy iyere their pride and their glory ; they ftrained every nerve in fupport 
4Df them, in the fa^^me maniieras the French^ through vanity, refufe nothing to aggrandize 
their Grand Mon^^rque- 

• moment the tv irn is c’lf down, a certain nwmbrr of (h^avea arc [gathered in aheap, ^nd thatched 
M the top : the finl di;y , moment that tlie thatch is taUen off, and the ilicaves now dry ate carried 

Jo : JO’d ’his is rcpe.itcrd iit llthe viholccrup Is fecured. 

f Wh’ch ir.pnh nds tKiiri, Cannsy, Muck, a»id Egg, befidcB the ftven parifhes in this great ifland. 

$ Refentnient 
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Refentment drove many to feek a retreat beyond the Atlantic ; they ToKl their flock, 
and in numbers made their firfl effay. They found, or thought they found, while 
their paffions were warm, an happy change of (ituation : they wrote in terms favouring 
of romance, an account of their fituatioii : their friends caught the contagion ; and 
numbers followed ; and others were preparing to follow their ( xample. The tackf- 
men from a motive of independency : the poor from attachment ; and from excels of 
mifery. Policy and humanity, as I am informed, have of late checked this fpirit fo 
detrimental to the public. I'he wifdom of legiflature may perhaps fall on fomc methods 
to conciliate the affeflions of a valuable part of the community : it is unbecoming my 
little knowledge of the country to prefume to point out the methods. It is to be 
hoped that the head will, while time permits, recolledl the ufe of the mod didant 
members. 

The proper produfts of this and all the Hebrides, arc men and cattle ; the ufe of 
fird need not be infided on, for England cannot have forgot its fad deficiency of re- 
cruits towards the end of the late long and deftru£live war: and what it owed in the 
courfeof it to Noilh-Britain. In rofpeft to cattle, this in particular bears tJie pre-emi- 
nence of having the larged breed of all the Highlands. 'I'hc greater tenants keep their 
cattle during winter in what are called winter-parks, the driefl: and bed ground they 
have : here they are kept till April, except the winter proves very hard, when they 
are h ddered with draw; in April the farmer turns them to the moor-grafs (cotton- 
grafs) which fprings firft, and at night drives them into the dry grounds again. 

The poorer tenants, who have no winter-parks, are under the necelTily of keeping 
the cattle under the fame roof with themfelvcs during night , and often are obliged to 
keep them alive with the meal defigned for their families. The cows are often forced, 
through want of other food, to have recourfe to the Ihores, and feed on the fea plants 
at low water : by inftinfl they will, at ebb of tide, hafl.cn from the moors, notwith- 
Handing they are not within fight of the fea. 

One of the greater farms in Skie is thus flocked : 

Fifty cows, and their followers, viz. so young heifers, fit for bull ; 30 ditto, three 
years old; 35 ditto two years old ; 40 yearlings, or flurks. Of thefe the owner can 
fell only 20 cows at 45s. each at an average ; can make butter and cheefe for his family, 
but none for fale, for their beft cow will not yield above three Englifh quarts of milk, 
at a meal. Such a farm was formerly rented for 16I. a year, at prefent is raifed to 50I. 
The greateft rent in the iiland is 80I., but the medium from 30I. to 40I. 

In Skie when a tackfinan has a greater farm than he can manage, he often fets off 
part to a Bow man or Aircach,'who takes care of the flock of cattle on a certain traft ; 
and binds himfelf to give (o the tackfinan every year four ftone of cheefe, and two of 
butter, from each couple of milch cows. If there is any arable ground, he is provided 
with horfes and a plough ; and feed lufficient to low it ; and receives part of the crop ; 
and fome additional grafs ground for tw o or three milch cows, for his trouble. 

There is certainly much ill management in the direflion of the I'arms : a tackfinan of 
fifty pounds a year often keeps twenty fervants ; the lazieft of creatures, for not one 
will do the leaft thing that docs not belong to his department. Moff of them are mar- 
ried, as in Hay. Their common food is Broeban, a thick meal pudding, with milk, 
butter or treacle ; or a thinm r fort, called Eafoch, taken with their bannocs. This 
number of fervants feemed to anl'wer the retainers in great families before that perni- 
cious cuflom was abolilhed by Henry VIT. ; in feudal limes they were kept here for the 
fame bad end. The caufe is now iwmore, but the habit cannot fudfdcnly be ftiaken off; 
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charity forbids one to wifh it, till fome employ is thought of for them ; otherwife, like the 
poor cottagers before- mentioned, ftarving mufl be their portion. 

Cattle is at prefeat the only trade of the illand : about fotir thoufand are annually 
fold, from forty fhillings to three pounds a head. The lofs fuflaiiied in Skic by the fc- 
verity of the laft winter, and the general failure of the cn)ps the preceding fe.tfon amount- 
ed to five thoufand ; perhaps in ibme nieafvire owing to the fartns being over-ftocked^. 

About two hundred and fifty horfes are purchafed fron> hmice every year. 

Here arc no flicep but what are kept for home confurnption, or for the? wool for the 
cloathing of the inhabitants. Hogs are not introduced here yet, for want oi proper food 
for thofe animals. 

Goats might turn to good advantage if introduced into the wooded parts of the illand. 
Thefe animals might be procured from the neighbourhood of I.ochnel's ; for being 
naturalized to the climate, would fucceed belter than any imported from the foiithern 
parts of Europe, or from Barbary. As an inducement, I mult inform the natives of 
the Hebrides that in the Alpine part of Wales a well haired goatlkin fells for feven and 
fix-penco or half-a-guinea. 

About three hundred tons of kelp are made here annually, but it is thought not to 
anfwcr, as it robs the land of fo much manure. 

There are not above two or three Hated houfes in the illand ; the general thatch is 
fern, root and llalk, which will lall above twenty years. 

I’he roots of -the orobus tuberofus, the cor-meille or carmcl of the Highlanders, are 
in high efteem in this and the other illands : they fometimes chew them, at others make 
a fermented liquor with them. They imagine that they promote expectoration, and that 
they are very efficacious in curing any diforders of the bread or lungs : they allb ufe it 
as a remedy againft hunger, chewing it as Ibme of our pooreft people do tobacco *, to 
put off that uneafy fenfation. 

Ligudicum Scoticum, Scotch parfley, orthefliunis of lhisillanJ,is alfo much valued ; 
in medicine, the root is reckoned a good carminative, and an infufion of the leaves is 
thought a good purge for calves. It is befides ufed as a fooJ, either as a lallad, xaw, or 
boiled as greens. 

Very few fuperdiiions cxid here at prefent : pretenders to fecond-fight are quite out 
of repute, except among the mod ignoi-ant, and at prel’ent very Ihy of making boads of 
their faculties. 

Poor Browny, or Robin Good-fellow, is alfo put to flight. This ferviceable fprito 
was wont to clean the houfes, helped ti) churn, ihralhed the corn, and would belabour 
all who pretended to makcajed of him. He was reprofeiitcd as llout and blooming, 
had fine long flowing hair, and went .about with a wand in his hand. He was the very 
counter-part of Milton’s Lubbar-fiend, who 

Tell.s Hgw the drudgnicr g.iblin fweat 
• To earu hi» crcan\-bowl dtily let ; 

When ill ouc tu;»ht, ere gliinpfe of morn, 

Hid fliadowy dale hath tlirafliM the corn 
. That ttii da y-lab'rers could nut enil ; 

Then lays hi n down the luhbar fiend, 

And llretchM alonj; the chimney’s length, 

Baikb^at the lire his hairy ilrength. 

The Gruagach is a deity in form reprefenting the lad ; and who was worfliipped hi 
old times by libatigns of milk ; and milkmaids iUll retain the cudoin by pouring fome 

• Vide Mr. Spence’s life of Mr. Robert Hill, taylor, p. ic2. 
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on certain ftones that bear his name. Gruagaeh fignifies the fair-haireil, and Is funpofei 
by Mr. Macquecn* to have been an emblem of Apollo, or the bun; and to coiiw 
fpond with the epithet A ftone was dug up near Mufi'erourgh, dedicated 

Apollini Granno Grianach the Sunny, an ephithet probably borrowed front the 
dnnians. The fame deity might alfo receive the title of Galaxius from the libation ot 
milk Hill retained in ihofe parts. 

A wild fpecies of magic was praftifed in the dillrict of Trottemefs, that was attemled 
with a horrible folemnity. A Hnnily who pretended to oracular knowledge practil'ed 
thefe coremonies. In this country is a vail cataract, whofc waters falling from a higti 
rock, jet fo far as to form a dry hollow beneath, between them and the precipice. One 
of ihoi’e impoftors was fowed up in the hide of an ox, and to add terror to the cere- 
mony, w'as placed in this concavity, the trembling inquirer was brought to tlie place, 
where the fliade and the roaring of the waters, cncreal'ed the dread of the occafion. 
'I’hc quedion is put, and the perfon in the hide delivers his aiifwer, and fo ends this 
fpi cics of divination flyled Taghairm. 

But all thefe idle tales are totally exploded, and good-fenfe and polifiied manners pre- 
vail, inftead of that barbarity wliich in > 598 induced James VI. to fend here a new colony 
to civiliiie the native.s ; wlu) were fo little difpofed to receive their inClrudors^ that his 
Majedy was in the end obliged ti d (Till from his dcfign j- At prefent the illand forms 
part of the Ihire of invernefs. The Iherift' of that county appoints a lubHitutc who refides 
I'.ere and takes cognizance of fmall difputes about property, and petty crimes; but, on 
account of the dilbincc, avoids harrading the inhabitants, by requiring their attendance 
ontlio Lords ofSeffions and Judiciary Courts at Inverne.^s, the jurymen being fcleded 
from among the gentry and inhabitants of vlic mainland. 

July 24. • After a mod tenipeduous night, loofe from our harbour at two o’clock at 
nfjon. Go through a narrow channel at the north end, a rock lying in the middle. 
Having to the welt a view of Filher’s rock ; and to the north a ftrangc chain of rocky 
ifles, very fingular in their appearance ; and varying in their forms in the procefs of our 
courfe. The higheft is called Bordh-mor-mhic-leod, or Maclcod’s great table |. 
Another is called Flada. On the lirft Mr. Thompfon took in our abfence the little 
Petrel, which with numbers of others -were lurking beneath the loofe Hones, and be- 
trayed theniielvcs by loud twittering. Thefe are the lead of palmipeds ; the dread of 
mariners, who draw a certain prefage of a Honn from their appearance ; for they al- 
ways colled in numbers at the approach of a temped beneath the Hern ; running along 
the waves in the wake of the Ihip, with a fwiftnefs incredible. This bird is the Camilla 
of the ocean : like her, 

« 

She fwept the fcaa, and as flic fkimm’d along, 

Her flying feet unbathM on billows hung. 

The fcamon call them Mother Cary’s chickens : fome devotees dyled them Petrels, 
from the attempt of the apoHle St. Peter to tread the water. They arc feen in all i)arts 
of the ocean ; and were not overfooked by the ancients, who named them Cypfelli, 
and take notice of this remarkable particular, . • . 


♦ See Mr, Macquecn^s curious account in the Appendix to the third volume. 

+ Jonftoni Rcrum Britan. Hift. Lib. viii p 249. 

;|: Two views of thefe wild rocks ( 2 ) as they appeared from Dun-Tuilm; the other (3) as they ap- 
peared from the call, arc engraved at tlic bottom of a view in Loch-jurn given by M». Pennant* 
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Mr. Thompfon alfo (hot one ^pf thofe enormous feals, or the great feal fyn. quad. 
No. 266 ; but to iny great regret it funk as foon as killed. 

Have a full view of the ifle of Lewis, the Lodhus of the Norwegians : and off it a 
groupe of little ifles called Slant, or Schant, and fomewhat to the north of thofe is the 
fine harbour, and town of Stornaway. It was my intention to have (leered for that 
port, but was dilfuaded from it by the accounts 1 had from the gentlemen of Skie, that 
a putrid lover raged there with great violence. 

Direft our courfc for Loch-firooni, in the county of Rofs. An eafy breeze carries 
us oir the cape Ruth an ri, in the maps Row-rie. About eight o’clock in the morning 
of July 25, — find ourfelves near a confiderable number of fmall ifles, with a molt 
dreary appearance, milcallcd the Summer iflands. Within is a great bay fix miles 
broad and eight deep, bounded by vaft and barren mountains, parched with fnow. 
The wind chops about and blows very frefli, fo that after many teazing tacks, aboiit 
nine o’clock in the evening drop anchor under ifle Martin, in the bottom of the bay, 
which is here called Loch-Kinnard, lb the fouth is a hill, which we lantled on, and 
afeended, and faw on the other fide great loch Broom, or Braon, narrow, of a vaft 
depth, and running many miles up the country. At its head receives a river fre> 
quented by' falmon in April. 

This parifli is one of the largeft on the mainland of Scotland, being thirty-fix miles 
long and twenty broad. It has in it feven places of worfhip, three catechifts*, and 
about two thoufand examinable perfdns : but is deftitute of a parochial fchool. None 
of the people except the. gentry underftand Englifli. The country is inhabited by the 
Mackenzies, even quite from Kintail, whofe chieftain is the Earl of Seaforth. 

It is a land of mountains, a mixture of rock and heath, with a few flats between 
them producing bear and black oats, but never fufficient to fupply the wants of the in- 
habitants. 

Cattle are the great fupport of the country, and are fold to graziers who come for 
them even as far as from Craven in Yorklhire, at the rate of thirty (hillings to three 
pounds a head. A great deal of butter and cheefe is fold to the buffes. i.and is fet 
here by the Davoch or half Davoch j the laft confifts of ninety-fix Scotch acres of arable 
land, fuch as it is, with a competent quantity of mountain and grazing ground. This 
maintains fixty cows and their followers ; and is rented for fifty-two pounds a year. 
To manage this the farmer keeps eight men and eight women fervants ; and an overfeer, 
who are all paid jsartly in money and partly in kind. The common fervants have thirty 
(hillings per annum, houfc, garden, fix bolls of meal and (hoes. The dairy maids 
thirteen (hillings and four-pence and (hoes : the common drudges fix and eight-pence 
and (hoes. 

The tender cattle are houfed during winter. The common manure of the country is 
dung, or fea-wrack. 

July 27. Still on board. The weather very bad. 

July 28. Land at the bottom of the bay, in Rofs-lhire. Procure horfes. Obferve 
fome houfes built for the veteran foldicrs and failors but as ufual all dclcrtcd. Pro- 
ceed up Strath Kennard, which wiihjCoygach that bounds the north fide of the bay is a 
forfeited eftatc, and unalienably annexed to the crown. The commiflion >rs give all 
polTible encouragement to the tenants ^ and have power to grant longer loafes than the 

• A catecliill « one who goes from houfc to houfc to inftruA the people in the principles of religion, 
and io the cstechifms,' approved by the gcneial aSembly ; and appointed by its committee, and are fup- 
ported out of his Majefty’s bounty. 
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lairds are inclined to do, which keeps the people under the government contented 
and banifltes from their minds all thoughts of migration. * 

Kindnefs and hofpitality poffofs the people of thefc parts. We fcarcc paffed a farm 
but the good woman, long before our approach, fallied out and ftood on the road- 
fide, holding out to us a bowl of milk or whey. 

Afcend a very high mountain, and pafs through a birch-wood, impending over a pr-tty 
little loch ; various other woods of the fame kind were fcattered over the bottoms, but 
the trees were final!. Roots of pines filled all the moors, but 1 faw none of fho . -rces 
(landing. Pafs under fome great precipices of limeftonc, mixed with marble; from 
hence a moll tremendous view of mountains of ftupendous height, and generally of 
conoid forms. I never faw a country that feemed to have been fo torn and convuH' d ; 
the Ihock, whenever it happened, Ihook off all that vegetates ; among thofe alpiring 
heaps of barrennefs, the iugar-loaf hill of Suil-bhein made a C(mfpicuous figure ; at 
their feet, the blackncfs of the moors by no means aflilled to cheer our ideas" ICi.ter 
Affynt, in Sutherland : ride by Loch-Camloch ; enjoy fome divcrfity of the fccne, for 
it was prettily decorated with little wooded iflands. Reach Led-beg, where we ob- 
tained quarters, rnd rough hofpitality. 

'I’lus country is environed with mountains, and all the ftrata near their bafe, and in 
the bottoms, are compofed of white marble, fine as the Parian : houfes are built with 
it, and walls raifed ; burnt, it is the manure of the country, but oftener nature dif. 
folvcs, and prefents it ready prepared to the lazy farmer. 

This trail feems to be the refidence of floth, the people almoft torpid with idlenefs, 
and mod wretched ; their hovels mod miferable, made of poles wattled and covered 
with thin fods. There is not corn raifed fuflicient to fupply half the warns of the in- 
habitants ; climate confpires with indolence to make matters worfe, yet there is much 
iinprovcable land here in a date of nature, but till famine pinches they will not bcdii 
thcinfelves ; they arc content w’ith little at prefent, and are thoughtlefs of futurity j 
perhaps on the motive of Turkifli vaffals, who are oppreffed in proportion to thvir im- 
provements. Dil’pirited and driven to dcfpair by bad management, crowds were now 
palling, emaciated with hunger, to the eadern coad, on the report of a Ihip being there 
loaden with meal. Numbers of the miferablcs of this country were now migrating ; 
they wandered in a date of defperation, too poor to pay, they madly fell tliemfi-ives 
for their paffige, preferring a temporary bondage in a drange land, to darving lor life 
in their native foil. 

Every country has had its prophets : Greece its Caffandra, Rome its Sibyls, England 
its Nixon, Wales its Robjn Ddu, and the Highlands their Keuneah Oaur. Kcnneah 
long fince prcdiiled thtf migrations in thefe terms : “ Whenever a Macleane with long 
hands, a Frazer with a black I’pot on his face, a Maegregor with the fame on his knee, 
raid a club-footed Macleod of Rafa, fliould have exilled ; whenever there Ihould have 
been fucceffively three Macdonalds of the name of John, and three Mackinnons of the 
fame Chrillian name ; opptefiors would appear in the country, and Uie people change 
their own land for a llrange one ” The prediflions, fay the good ,wivcs, nave been 
fulfilled, and not a Angle breach in the oracular tfffufions of Kennoah Oaur. 

In a country where ignorance and poverty prevail, it is Icfs wonderful trait a tragical 
affair Ihould happen, finiilar to that at Tring, near our polilhed capital. About ttirce 
years ago lived in this neighbourhood, a woman of more than common Itrcngih iff 
underllanding : (lie was often confu It ed on the ordinary occ a rreiyrcs of life, and ob- 
tained a fort of refpedl which excited the envy of another female in the fame i:i;lr;cl. 
'file laft gave out that her neighbour was a witch j that Ihe hcrklf had a good genius, 

and 
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and couUl counteraft the evils dreaded from the other ; at length, flic fo worked on 
the weak minds the fimplo vulgar, that they deiermined on defiroying hcl* rival, 
and ellecled their jmrpofe by indigating a parcel of chi‘dren to llranglc her. The 
murder was inr|'.i.ed into, but ll;e inciters Iiad fo artinliy concealed tlieinfelvrs, that 
they el'cspecl tl; e reward, and no puniilr.nent was inflided, except what was fuited to 
the tendur yta' - nt the deluded cliildrcn. 

Afl) lit j>a! i:'’ contains betwetn three and four thou fand fouls ; and fends out five 
hundred lie’ ■ of cattle annu.'tily ; and al;out two or three l.Uts of fahnoii are taken 
every )t’.ir iiHlie water of Innard, on the ctsad. 

1 law iiere a male and female rod-lhroatoti diver; which convinces me of my mi flake 
in fni)j;ofing another to Itave betn c.f this fpecics *. 

July 2'?. It was our dcfign, on leaving the .'hip, to have penetrated by land as far as 
the extremity of the ill and ; but we were iiiiormed that the way' was impafl'able lor 
horfes, and that even an ifland foot mcfTengcr mud avoid part of the hills by eroding 
an arm of the fea. Return the fame road throueh a variety of bog and hazardous 
i'oek, that nothing but our fl.ov.lc:s little deeds could have carried us over. i\t length 
we arrive fafely on board the fhip, 

A wond’roiis token 

Of lieavcn’s kind care, with ncckfii unbroken. 

Found in our harbour fume buffos, juft anchored, in expeOation of finding the 
flioals of herrings ufually hire at tliis feafon, but at prefont were difappoiiued : a few 
were taken, fuificient to convince us of their fuperiority in goodnefs over thof'e of the 
fouth; they were not larger, luit as tlicy had not waded themfelvcs by being in roe, 
their backs, and the part next to the tail, wtre double the thicknefs of the others, and 
the meat rich beyond cxprcflion. 

Mr. Anderfon t gives to the Scotch a knowledge of great antiquity in the herring" 
fiHicry : he fays that the Netherlanders rcfi.rtcd to thefe coads as early as A. D. 836, 
to purchafe faltcd fiflt of the natives ; but iinpofing on the drangers, they learned the 
art, and took up the trade, in after-iimcs of fuch imme^ife emolument to the Dutch. 

Sir Walter Raleigh’s obfervations on that head, extraded from the fame author, 
are extremely worthy the attention of the curious, and excite rtfledions on the vail 
flrength rei’uliing from the wifdom of well applied indudry. 

In 1603, remarks that great man, the Dutch fold to different nations, as many her- 
rings as amounted to 1,759,0001. (tcrling. 

In the year 1615, they at once fent out 2000 buffes, and employed in them 37,000 
fidicrmen. , 

In the year 1618 they fent out 3000 fin'ps, with 50,000 men, to take the herrings, 
and 9000 more diips to tranfport and fell the fidi, which by fea and land tniployt d 
150,000 men, befides thofe firft luentiofted. All this wealth was gotten on our coads ; 
while our attcntioti was taken up in a didant whale filhery. 

The Scoltilh monarchs for a lung time feemed to dired all their attention to the 
prefervation of'thc' falmon fidici;)' ; jitobably becaufe their fubjeds were fuch novices 
in fea affairs. At length James Ilf. endeavoured to dimuiate his great men to thefe 
patriotic undertakings ; for by an ad of his third parliament, he compc-llcd “ certain 
lords fpir tual and tenij oral, an I burrows, to make Ihips, bufhes, and boats w’iih nets 
and other pertinents for fiihing. 'i'hat the fame lliould be made in each burgh ; in 

t Di6l Commerce^ i. ai. 
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number according to the ful^fliance of each burgh, and the leaft of them to be of twenty 
tons : and that all idle men be^compclled by the flierifts in the country to go on board 
the fa’ue.” 

But his fucccflbrs, by a very falfe policy, rendered this wife inftitution of little elFefl: ; 
for they in a niaaiur pievented their fubje£ls from becoming a maritime people, by 
diretling that no white fifli IhouUl be font out of the realm, but that llrangcrs may 
come and buy them * ; that free ports be firft ferved ; the cargoes fold to freemen, 
who are to ci)me and tranfport the fame f. The Dutch at this very time having an 
open trade. 

It is well known that there have been many attempts made to fecure this treafure 
to ourfelvos, but without fucccis ^ in the late reign a very ftrong ell'ort was made, and 
bounties allowed for the encouragenum of IJriiilh adventurers; the firil was of thirty 
Ihillings p<.r ton fc'r every bu!s ('f i’evviity tons and upwams. This bounty was after- 
wards raifed to fil’ty fliillings per to;., to lx- paid to fiich adventkirers who W'cre entitled 
to it by claiming it at the plages of iviulezvous, 'I’he bulles arc from twenty to 
nin ty tons burden, but the iiell li^j is eighty. A veflel of eighty tons ought to take 
ten la''s, or a hundred and tweiuy barrels of herrings, to clear expences, the price of 
the iilh to be admitted to Ije a guinea a barrel : a fliij) of this lize ought to have 
eighteen men and thru boats; one of twenty tons Ihould have fix men; and every 
five tons above require an a’lditional hand. 

To every ton are two hiuulred aiul tiglity yards of nets ; fo a velTel of eighty tons 
carries twenty thoufand fcpiare yards ; each net is twelve yards long, and ten deep; 
and every boat takes out from twenty to thirty nets, and puts them togeth r fo as to 
form a long train : they are funk at each end of the train by a Hone, which weighs it 
down to tlie full extent ; the top is fupportod by buoys, made of Iheep’s (kin, with a 
hollow (lick at the mouth, faileiiod tight ; through this the (kin is blown up, and then 
(lopt witli a peg, to prevent the efcape of the air.. Sometimes thefe buoys are placed 
at the top of die nets ; at other times the nets are fufi'ered to fink deeper, by th* 
lengtheuiiif the cords fademl to them, every cord being for that purpofe tenor 
twelve fathoms long. But the bell lidieiics are generally in more lhallow water. 

T!io iKi-. ae inaJe at (fji'eenock, in KnapJah, Bute, and Arran; but the beft arc 
procured frotii Ireland, and, 1 think, from Come part of Claenurvonlhire. 

'file (diiiiig is always perfoniied in the ni;.»ht, imleis by accident. The biUres ro- 
tinin at anchor, and lend out their boe.is a liltle before fun-fet, whicli continue out, in 
wiiUer and (unimer, till d.iy light ; o/ion taking up and emptying their nets, which 
tliey do ten or twelve times in a night in cafe of good fuccels. Daring winter it is a 
moil dangerous and (aiigwing employ, by reafonof the greatnefs and frjquency of the 
gales in thefe ffas, and in Inch gaks are the moll fuccefsful captures; but, by tlife 
provi'.lence of Heaven, the (iiliors are felilom loll, and, what is wonderful, few arc 
viiited wiili idnefs. They go out well pri'pared, W'ith a warm great coat, boots, and 
(kin aprons, and a good proviliou of beef and fpirits. The fame good fortune attends 
the buifes, who, in the tcinpcllitous feaibn and in the dariccll nights, are continually 
Ihil'tiiig ill thefe narrow leas from harbour to harl^o,ur. » , 

Sometimes eighty barrels of herrings arc taken in a night by the boats of a finglc 
veflTel. It once happened in Loch Slappan, in Skie; that a bu(s of eighty tons might 
have taken two hundred barrels in one night, with ten tiioufand fquaro yards of net ; 
but the mailer was obliged to defilt, for want of a lufficiont number of hands to pre- 
ferve the capture. . • 


* James V, Parllam. VIX. 


The 


f James IV. and James VI. 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 


33C 

The herrings are preferved by fahing, after the entrails are taken out ; an opcrat'on 
performed by the country people, who get three-pence per barrel for their trouble, 
and fometimes, even in the winter, can get lifteen pence a day. 'I'liis employs both 
women and children, but the failing is o.dy entrufted to the crew of the bufles. The 
fifh are laid on their backs in the barrels, and layers of fait between them. The en- 
trails are not lolt, for they are bnile 1 into an oil : eight thoufand fifli will yield ten 
gallons, valued at one lliilling the gallon. 

A veflel of eighty tons takes out a hundred and forty-four barrels of fait ; a draw- 
back of two lliillings and eight-pence is allowed for each barrel ufed for the foreign or 
Irifli exportation of the fifh ; but there is a duly of one fhilling per barrel for the home 
conlumption, and the fame for thole font to Ireland. 

The barrels are made of o.ik-llaves chiefly from Virginia ; the hoops from feveral 
parts of our own ifland, and are made either of oak, birch, hazel, or willow ; the laft 
from Holland, liable to a duty. 

The barrels coll about three fliillings each ; they hold from five to eight hundred 
fifh, according to the fize of the filh, are made to contain tliirfy-two gallons. The 
barrels are infpeclcd by proper officers ; a cooper exatninesif they are llatuteablc and 
good, if faulty, he deltroys them, and obbges the maker to (land to the lofs. 

The herrings in general are exported to the Well Indies, to feed the negroes, or to 
Ireland, for the Irifh arc not allowed to fifh in thefe leas. By having a drawback of 
five-pence a barrel, and by re-packing the fifh in new barrels of twenty-cight gallons, 
they are enabled to export them to our colonies at a cheaper rate than the Scots can do. 

I'he trade declines a-pace ; the bounty, which was well paid at firlt, k'^pt up the 
fpirit of the fifhery, but for the laft fi.x years the detention of the arrears has been very 
injurious to feveral adventurers, who have fold out at thirty per cent lofs, befidcs that 
of their intereft. 

The migrations of the herrings has been very fully treated of in the third volume of 
the Britifh Zoology : it is fuperfluous to load this work with a repetition, I fhall there- 
fore only mention the obfervations that occur to me in this voyage, as pertinent 10 
the prefent place. 

Loch- Broom has been celebrated for three or four centuries as the refort of herrings. 
Tliey generally appear here in July ; thofe that turn into this bay are part of the brigade 
that detaches itfelf from the weftern column of that great army that annually deferis 
the vaft depths of the ar£lic circle, and come, heaven -direfted, to the feats of popula- 
tion, otfered as a cheap food to millions, whom wafteful luxury, or ir^n-hearted avarice 
hath deprived, by enhancing the price of the wonted lupports of the poor. 

'I he migration of thefe fifh from- their northern retreat is regular : their vifits to 
the weitern illes and coafts, certain i but -their attachment to one particular loch, ex- 
tremely precarious. All have their turns: that which fwarmed with filh one year, 
is toi.illy delcrted the following, yet. the next loch to it is crowded with tlie fho.ds. 
Thefe changes of place give often full employ to the buflls, v^ho are coiiiinuahy 
fhilting their harbour in quell of news refpeding thefe important wanderers. 

1 liey con\inot‘ly appear here in July, the latter end of Auguft they go into deep 
water, and continue there for fome time, without any apparent caufe ; in Nv)vemh;:r 
they return to the (hallows, when a new fifhery commences, which continues till 
January, at that time the herrings become full of roe, and are ufi lels as articles of 
cornu eice. Some doubt whether thefe herrings that appear in November are not 
part ('1 a new migration ; for they are as fat, and make the fame appearance as thofe 
that compofed the firft. 
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The figns of the arrival of the herrings are flocks of gulls, who catch up the fifli 
while they fleim on the furface ; and of gannets, who plunge and bring them up from 
confiderable depths. Both thefe birds are clofely attended to by the fifliors. 

Cod-fifli, haddocks, and dog-fifli follow the herrings in vaft multitudes : thefe vora- 
cious fifti keep on the outfidesof the columns, and may be a concurrent reafon of driv. 
ing the Ihoals into bays and creeks. In furamer they come into the bays generally with 
the warmeft weather, and with eafy gales. During winter the hard gales from north- 
well are fuppofed to aflifl: in forcing them into Ihelter. Eaft winds are very unfavour- 
able to the fllhery. 

In a fine day, when the filh appear near the furface, they exhibit an amazing brilliancy 
of colours : all the various corufeations that dart from the diamond, fapphire, and eme- 
rald, enrich their tra£l ; but during night, if they break, i. e. play on the furface, the 
fea appears on fire, luminous as the brighteft phbfphorus. 

During a gale, that part of the ocean which is occupied by the great Ihoals, appear as 
if covered with the oil that is emitted from them. • 

They feem to be greatly alTebled by lightning : during that phaenomenon they fink 
towards the bottom, and move regularly in parallel ihoals one above the other. 

The enemies that aflail thefe fifli in the winter feafon are varied, not diminiflied : ol 
the birds, the gannets difappear j the gulls ftill continue their perfecutions j whales, 
pollacks *, and porpefles are added to their number of foes : thefe follow in droves ; the 
whales deliberately, opening their vaft mouths, taking them by hundreds. Thefe mon- 
ilers keep on the outfide, for the body of the phalanx of herrings is fo thick as to be 
impenetrable by thefe unwieldy animals. 

The herring-fifliers never obferve the remains of any kind of food in the ftomachs of 
that fifli, as long as they are in good condition : as foon as they become foul or poor, 
they will greedily rife to the fly, and be taken like the whiting-pollack. 

They do not depofit their fpawn in fand, or mud, or weeds, like other fifli, but leave 
it in the water, fufpended in a gelatinous matter, of fuch a gravity as prevents it from 
floating to the furface, or finking to the bottom. The fiflicrmen difeover this by finding 
the fliiny matter adhering to the hay ropes fometimes in ufc to hold the ftone that finks 
the nets, the middle part being Aimed over, the top and bottom clear. 

Before I leave this bay it muft be obferved, that there are here, as in moft of the 
lochs, a few, a very few of the natives who poflefs a boat and nets, and fifli in order to 
fell the capture frefli to the bufles : the utmoft thefe poor people can attain to are the 
boat and nets ; they are too indigent to become mafters of barrels, or of fait, to the 
great lofs of the public as well as thcirfelves. Were magazines of fait eftabliflied in 
thefe diftant parts ; was encouragement given to thefe diftant Britons, fo that they might 
be enabled by degrees to furnifli themfclves with the requifites for fifliing, they would 
foon form themfelves into feamen, by the courfe of life they muft apply themfelves to ; the 
bufles would be certain of finding a ready market of fifli ready cured ; the natives taught 
induftry, which would be quickened by the profits made by the commodity, which they 
might afl'ord cheaper, as taken at their very doors, without the wear and tear of diftant 
voyages, as in the prefent cafe. Half of the hands employed now in fifliing and curing 
generally come out as raw feamen as the inhabitants of thefe parts : they do not return 
with much greater experience in the working of a lliip, being employed entirely in the 
boats, or in falling of the hemngs, and feem on board as aukward as marines in com- 
parilbn of able feamen. A bounty on thefe home captures would ftimulate the people 

* A finall whale; whufc fpecics I canaot determine. 
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to induflry ; would drive from their minds the thoughts of migrations ; and would 
never leffen the number of fcamen, as it would be an incitement for more adventurers 
to fit out vcfl'cls, becaufe they would have a double chance qf freight, from their own 
captures, and from thofi- of the refidcnts, who might form a (lock from (lt(.>als of fifh, 
which often el'cape while the former are wind-bound, or wandering from loch to loch. ' 

July 29. Weigh anchor, and I'ail with a favourable breeze towards the mouth of 
the bay, with a defign of returning fouth ; but towards evening the wind changes, cold 
weather and hard adverfe gales I'ucceed, which oblige us to tack and anchor in the 
mouth of Little Loch-Rroom, an arm of the fea, about feven miles long, and not half a 
mile broad, bounded by high mountains, covered in many parts with birch woods. The 
hill Talloch-Eflie may vie with the higheft I have feen. 

For two hours amufe ourfelvcs with taking with hand lines abundance of cod, forae 
dog-fi(h, and a curious ray. 

The night was moft tempefluous: our fituation was difagreeable, as Mr. Thom p- 
fon thought our veflfel would drive, and that he fhould be obliged to cut his cables and 
put to fea; which, under the circumftances of a black night, a furious ftorm, and rocky 
narrows, did not contribute to the rcpol'e of frefli- water fcamen. 

July 30. The wind grows moderate : in weighing anchor difeover on the cable 
feveral very xincommon afterire. No fooner was our anchor on board, but a furious 
fquall arifes, and blows in biails like a hurricane, driving us before it at a vaff rate, till 
we arrived within a mile of the bottom of the loch. Drop anchor, but without effect ; 
are obliged to weigh again, while the furious gale engages an attention to the fails, and 
flings us into a double perplexity in this narrow ftrait, where for an hour our tacks 
were almofl perpetual, and the velfel frequently in no fmall danger. The blafts from 
the mountains were tremendous, not only railing a vaft fea, but catching up the waves 
in eddies, and railing them up in the .air to a furprifing height. At length we were 
relieved from our diftrefs by a fuccefsful anchorage, under a high and finely wooded 
hill, in eight fathom water, but w'ithin a fmall diftance of eighty. 

Procure horfes, by favour of Kenneth Mac-kenzie, F.fq. of Dundonnel. Ride about 
a mile on the fide of the hill, above the loch ; arrive in a fmall but fertile plain, winding 
among tlK* vail mountains, and adorned with a pretty river and woods of aider* Her-i 
w'e were rejoiced with the fight of enclofures long ftrangers to us : the hay was good, 
the bear and oats excellent ; but the manner of manuring, called in thefe parts lathing, 
was very lingular : many of the fields were covered with the boughs of alders, lately 
cut : thelc are left during the whole winter to rot ; in March the ground is cleared of 
the undecayed parts, and then ploughed. Fern is alfo ufed for the fame end. Reach 

Dundonnel. Determined to go by land to vifit Loch-marce, a great lake to the fouth j 
and direft Mr. Thompfon to fail and wait for us at Gair-loch. 

We found ourfelvcs feated in a fpot equalized by few in picfurefque and magnificent 
feenery. The banks of the river that rulhes by the houfe are fringed with trees, and 
the courfe often interrupted by cafeades. At a fmall difiance the ground begins to rife : 
as we inountj tha eyes are entertained with new objects ; the river rolling beneath the 
dark fliade of alders, an extant of plain compofed of fields bounded by groves ; and as 
the walk advances, appears a deep and tremendous hollow, lhagged with trees, and 
winding far amidfi the hills. We are alarmed with the roar of invifible catarafls, long 
before their place is difeovered ; and find them precipitating themfelves down narrow 
chafms of ftupendaus depth, fo narrow at top, that highlanders in the eagernefs of the 
chace will fearlefsly fpring over thefe barathra. They meander for miles amidfi the 
mountains, and are the age- worn work of water, branch ofF into every glen, hid with trees 
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of various fpecios. Tori-enth roll over tlu-lr bottoms ofu n tlariinp; down precipices of a 
thoufaniUurms, lofing tlKinrdvcs bciiealb the imd<rminc,d roclu., and appearing again 
white with the violence of tlte fall. By laying afiile the boughs, and creeping to the 
verge, got fight of tlicfe otherwife latent taiaracls ; but the profpedl fuflicienlly tired 
my head. Betides thefe darktbine waters, ninhitudes of others precipitate theiuf lves 
in full view down the ftcep fides of the adjacent hills, and create for fcveral hundreds 
of feet a feries.of rnoff magnificent falls. 

Above rifes a inagnificenl hill, which as far as the fight can reach is cloathed with 
birch and pines, the (hclter of Hags, rocs, and black game. 

To the weft is a view where the awful, or rather the horrible, predominates. A 
chain of rocky mountains, foine conoid, but united by links of a height equal to moll 
in North Britain, with fides dark, deep, and precipitous, with fummits broken, fbarp, 
ferrated, and fpiring into all terrific forms ; with fnow'y glaciercs lodged in the deep 
fliadcd apertures. Thefe crags are called Squr-fein, or hills of wine : they rather merit 
the title of 8qur-fhain, or rocks of wind ; for here iEolus may be faid to make bis refi- 
dence, and ever employed in fabricating blafls, fqualls, and hurricanes, which he fcat- 
ters with no fparing hand over the fubjacent vales and lochs. 1 * 

July 31. Moft agreeably detained w'ith the good family of Dundonncl by a violent 
fall of rain, which rendered the waters impalfable. Oblerve after dinner that cloud- 
berries ■*, that grow on the adjacent mountains, wereferved as a defert. 

Auguft I. After taking a deoch-an-doruis, or a door-cup, proceed fouth, afeend a 
fteep hill far above a bank wooded with various trees, among others the wych-elm 
grew native. To the weft were the vaft mountains, naked, rugged and dreary, their 
bafes Hoping, furrowed with long clefts, emptying their precipitated waters into the 
river beneath. Defccnd into a vale with birch-trees thinly fcattered over it and the 
extremity crofted by a high rock wooded and divided jn the middle by a vaft and foam- 
ing cataraft, the waters of Loch-nan-niun, or the lake of birds. On the weft fide is an 
amazing mountain fteeply Hoping, conipofed of a w'hitifh marble,' fo extenfive, fmooth, 
glofly and even, as to appear like an enormous flicet of ice ; and is, I doubt not, as 
ftippery. Our guide called the hill Lecach. The oppofite fide of the vale was preci- 
pitous ; varied with trees and cafcadcs, that fell among the branches. The whole of 
this feene was truly alpine. 

Afeend again. Arrive amidft ftrata of red and white marble, the way horrible, 
broken, ftcep, and ftippery j but our cautious fteeds tried every ftep before they would 
venture to proceed. Black morafl'y heaths fucceed, named Glian-dochartai. Dine on 
the fide of a rill at the bottom, on plentiful fare provided by our kind holt, whole fon, 
Mr. Mackenzie, and another gentleman of the name, kindly undertook the charge -of 
us to the next ftage. Ride through a narrow ftrath called Kin-loch-ewe, where wc firft 
faw the figns of houfes and a little cultivation fince morning. This terminates in a 
meadowy plain, clofed at the end with Loch-maree : the night proved wet and tem- 
peftuous ; we therefore determined to defer the voyage till the next day, and to take 
Ihelter in a whilkey houfe, the inn of the place. Mr. Mackenzie complimented Mr. 
Lightfoot and me with the bedftead, well covered with a warm litter of iTcath: wc lay in 
our cloaths, wrapped ourfejves in plaids, and enjoyed a good repofe. We flept like the 
Lufitanians of old \^fupcr thoros hcrbaceou Our friends did not lofe their fteep : but 
great was our furprife to fee them form their bed of wet hay, or rather grafs collofted 
from the fields ; they flung a plaid over it, undrefTed, and lay moftjcoinfortably, witliout 

* llubus Chainxmorus. f Slr.ibo, lib. iil, 257. 
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injury, in what in a little time mull have become an errant hot-bed ; fo blell with hardy 
conftitutions are even the gentlemen of this country ! 

Augull 2. At feven in the morning take a fix-oared boat, at the call end of Loch- 
marec : keep on the north fliore beneath fteep rocks, moftly filled with pines waving 
over our heads. Obferve on the Ihore a young man of good appearance, hailing the 
boat in the Erfe language. I demanded what he wanted ; was informed a place in the 
boat. As it was entirely filled, I was obliged to refufe his requeft. He follows us for 
two miles througli every difficulty, and by his voice and gcltures threatened revenge. 
At length a rower thought fit to acquaint us that he was the owner of the boat,, and 
only wanted admiffion in lieu of one of them. The boat was ordered to Ihore, and the 
mafter taken in with proper apologies and attempts to footh him for his hard treatment, 
inllead of infulting us with abufc, as a Charon of South Britain would have done, ho 
infiantly compofed himfelf, and told us through an interpreter, that he felt great pride 
in finding that his conduft had gained any degree of approbation. 

Continue our courfe. The lake, which at the beginning was only half a mile broad, 
now, nearly half its length, widens into a great bay, bending towards the fouth, about 
four miles in breadth, filled with little ifles, too much cluftcred and indidindl.' 

Land on that called Inch-maree, the favoured ifle of the faint, the patron of all the 
coaft from Applecrofs to Loch-broom-. The Ihores are neat and gravelly j the whole 
furface covered thickly with a beautiful grove of oak, alh, willow, wicken, birch, fir, 
hazel, and enormous hollies. In the midft is a circular dike of ftones, with a regular 
narrow entrance ; the inner part has been ufed for ages as a burial-place, and is - ftill in 
ufe. I fufpedl the dike to have been originally druidical, and that tlie ancient fuperlti- 
tion of Paganifm had been taken up by the faint, as the readieft method of making a 
conqueft over the minds of the inhabitants. A itump of a tree is Ihewn as the altar, 
probably the memorial of one of ftone ; but the curiofity of the place is the well of the 
faint, of power unfpeakable in cafes of lunacy. ITie patient is brought into the facred 
illand, is made to kneel before the altar, where his attendants leave an offering in money ; 
he is then brought to the well, and fips fome of the holy, water : a fecond offering is 
made ; that done, he is thrice dipped in the lake; and the lame, operation is repeated 
every day for fome weeks ; and it often happens, by natural caufes, the patient receives, 
fome relief, of which the faint receives the credit. I muft. add, that the vifitants draw 
from the Hate of the well an omen of the difpofition of St. Maree : if his well is full, 
they fuppofe he will be propitious ; if not, they proceed in their operations with fears 
and doubts ; but let the event be what it will, he is held in high elleem ; the common 
oath of the country is by his name : if ^ traveller paffes by any of his refting-places, they 
never neglefl to leave an offering ; but the .faint is fo moderate as not to put hkn to any 
expence : a (lone, a Hick, a bit of rag contents him- 

This is the moll beautiful of the ifles j the others have only a few trees fprinkled over 
their furface. 

About a mile farther the lake again contrafls. P^ifs beneath a high rock, formed of 
lliort precipices, with Ihelves between, filled with multitudes of felf-fown pines, making 
a moff beautiful appearance. 

The fouth fide of the water is bounded, with mountains adorned with birch woods, 
mixed with a few pines : a military road runs along its length. The mountains are 
not very high, but open in many parts to giv® ^ view of others, whofe naked and 
broken tops (hooting into lharp crags, llrangely diverfify the feene, and form a noble 
termination. 
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I'owards the bottom of the lake is a headland, finely wooded to the very fummit. 
Here the water fuddenly narrows to the breadth of a hundred yards, and continues fo 
for near a mile, the banks cloathed with trees, and often bending into little ictnilunar 
bays to the very extremity ; from whence its waters, after the courfc of a mile, a con- 
tinual rapide^ difeharge into a deep and darkfome hole called Pool>£we, which opens 
into the large bay of Loch-Ewe. 

The lake we had left is eighteen miles long : the waters are faid to be fpecifically 
lighter than moft others, and very rarely frozen : the depth is various, in fome places 
fixty fathoms ; but the bottom is very uneven : if ten feet of water were drained away, 
the whole would appear a chain of little lakes. 

The fifti are falmon, char, and trout ; of the laft is a fpecies weighing thirty pounds. 

Land j are received by the Rev. Mr. Dounie, minifter of Gairloch, whom we attend 
to church, and hear a.very edifying plain comment on a portion of feripture. He takes 
us home with him, and by his hol'pitality makes us experience the difference between 
the lodgings of the two nights. 

Auguft 3 . Take a view of the environs : vifit the mouth of the river, where the 
falmon-fifliery fupplies the tenant with three or four lafls of fifh annually. On the 
bank are the remains of a very ancient iron furnace.' Mr. Dounie has feen the back 
of a grate, marked S. G Hay, or Sir George Hay, who was head of a company here 
in the time of the (^ueen Regent, and is fuppofed to have chofen this remote place for 
the fake of quiet in thofe turbulent times. 

Potatoes are raifed here on the very peat-moors, without any other drains than the 
trenches between the beds.. The potatoes are kiln-dried for prefervation. 

It is to be hoped that a town will form itfelf here, as it is the ftation of a government 
packet, that fails regularly from hence to Stornaway, in Lewis, a place now growing 
confidcrable, by the encouragement of Lord Seaforth, the proprietor. This is a fpot 
of much concourfe ; for here terminates the military road, which crolTes from the eaft 
to the weft fea, commencing at Inv'»rnefs, and paffing by Fair-burn and Strath-braan to 
this place. Yet I believe the beft inn on the laft thirty miles is that of Mr. Roderick 
Mac-donald, our landlord the laft ni^ht but one. 

Ride above fix miles fouth, and reach Gair-loch, confifting of a few fcattered houfes, 
on a fine bay of the fame na'me. Breakfoft at Flowerdale, a good houfe, beautifully 
feated beneath hills finely wooded.' This is the feat of Sir Heftor Mackenzie, whofe 
anceftor received a writ of fire and fword againft the ancient rebellious owners : he fuc- 
ceeded in this commifiion, and received their lands for his pains. 

The paiifh of Gair-loch is very extenfive, and the number of inhabitants evidently 
increafe, owing to the Ample method of life, and the conveniency they have of drawing , 
a fupport from the filhery. . If a young man is pofTefled of a herring-net, a hand-line^ 
and three or four cows, he immediately thinks himfelf able to fupport a family, and mar- 
ries. 'I’hc prefont number of fouls are about two thoufand eight hundred. 

Herrings offer themfelves in ftioals from June to January : cod-filh abound on the 
great fand-bank, one. corner of which reaches to this bay, and is fuppofed to extend as 
far as Cape-Wrath, and fouth as low as Rona, off Skie; with variuils thtinches, all 
fwarming with cod and ling. 1 he filhery is carried on with log-lines, begins in Fe- 
bruary, and aids in April. The annual capture is uncertain, from five to twenty- 
feven thoufand. The natives labour under fome opprelfions, which might be eafily re- 
moved to the great advancement of this commerce. At prefent the filli are fold to 
fome merchants from Campbeltown, who contraft for them with tfle laird, at tw'o- 

peiice 



342 PBNNANT’s second TODR JN SCOTLAND. 

pence-lialfpenny a piece, after being cured and dried in the fun. The merchants take 
only thofc that meafure eighteen inches from the gills to the fetting on of the tail, and 
oblige the people to let them have two for one of all that are beneath that length. The 
filh are fent to Bilboa : ling has alfo been carried there, but was rejedled by the Spa- 
niards. This trade is far from being pufhed t(j its full extent j is monopolized, and 
tlio poor fillicrs cruelly forced to fell their li(h for tlircc-halfpcnce a piece to thofe who 
fell it to the merchants. 

1 he want of a towji Is very fonfibly felt in all thofc parts : there is no one commo- 
dity, no one article of life, or implement of filhery, but what is gotten with difficulty, 
and at a great price, brought from a diilance by thofe who are to make advantage of 
the neceflitics of the people. It is much to be lamented that after the example of the 
Earl of Seaforth, they do not collect a number of inhabitants by feuing their lands, or 
granting leafes for a length of years for building ; but Hill fo much of the fpirit of the 
chieftain remains, that they dread giving an independency to their people ; a falfe po- 
licy ! as it would enrich both parties, and make the landlord more refpedable, as mailer 
of a fet of tlecent tenants, than of thoufands of bare-footed half-ftarved valfals. At 
prefent ativenfurers from dillant parts take the employ from the natives : a town would 
create a market ; a market would foon occulion a concourfc of {hipping, who would 
then arrive with a certainty of a cargo ready taken for them j and the mutual wants of 
ftranger and native would be fupplied at an eafy rate. 

Thefc and various other hints. Hung out to this rcfpcflable part of our ifland, in dif- 
ferent parts of thefe travels, have been adopted, and acts of parliament framed to carry 
them into execution. I have only to wilh every fuccefs to their efforts ; and lliall think 
labours undergone in pointing out to my northern fellow-fubjefts their local advan- 
tages fully repaid, by the refleflion of having by my mite contributed to their happinofs 
and improvement. Let them not fight with the heavens, and they will fuccecd. Let 
them cherilh men, cattle, and fiffieries, and the benefits will be felt from the extreme 
north to the moll fouthern promontory of our happy illand. 

By example of a gentleman or two, fome few improvements in farming appear. 
Lime is burnt ; fea-tang ufed as manure i and Ihell fand imported by Inch who can 
afford the freight. But the bell trade at prefent is cattle^ about five hundred are an- 
nually.fold out of this parilh, from the price of one pound feven to two pounds five a 
piece. About eighty horfes, at three pounds each, and a hundred and fifty iheep at 
three pounds per fcore. The cattle are blooded at fj>ring and fall ; the blood is pre- 
lervcd to be eaten cold. 

We found our veffel fafely arrived at anchor with many others, under the fficltcr of 
a little ifle, on the fouth fide of the bay. Weigh and get under fail with a good breeze. 
Tafs by tlic mouth of Loch-Torridon : a few leagues farther by --^pple-crofsbay, Imall, 
with populous and well cultivated Ihores. The back ground inofl: uncommonly moun- 
tainous. 

Applc-crofs houfc is inhabited by a moft hofjpitable gentleman as fame reports : we 
lamented therefore our inability to pay our refpedts. ' 

On the right leave the ifles of Kona and Rafa and Scalpay : before us is Croulin, 
and beyond foar the vaft hills of Skie. Sail clofe under Croulin, inhabited by two 
families, producing a little corn and a few cattle. Almoft oppofite to its fouthern end 
is the common entrance into the two great lochs, Kilferne and Carron. 

Pals the found between Skie and Kintail; anchor about nine o’clock, and once more 
lleep beneath Mat-kinnon’s caftle. 

Auguft 
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Auguft 4. In failing down the bay, had to the north-caft a full view of ICintail in Rofs- 
fliire, the original feat of the Mac-kenzies, or rather Mac-Kenneths *, a patronymic from 
their great anceftor Kenneth, fon of Colin Fitzgerald, of the houfe of Defmond in 
Ireland. To him Alexander III. made a grant of thefe lands for his good fervices at 
the battle of Largs. His poflerity, a warlike race, filled all the lands ; for the heroes 
of North-Britain, like Polypes, multiply the more exceedingly by cuts and wounds. 

I.eave to the eaft the entrance into Loch-l.ung and Loch-Diiach ; two miles from the 
fouth fide of the lafl: are the dangerous pafles of Glen-lheil and Strachell ; where, on 
June the 10th, 1719, a petty rebellion, projected by Cardinal Alberoni, and to have 
been fupported by the Spaniards, was fuppreffed. A tempeft difperfed the hoftile 
fquadron, and only about three hundred forces arrived. The Highlanders made a poor 
Hand at Strachell ; but were quickly put to flight, when they had an opportunity of 
deftroying the King’s forces by rolling down Rones from the heights. I muft not omit 
that among the clans that appeared in arms, was a large body lent by a neighbouring 
chieftain, merely for the battle of that one day j and win or lofe was to returiv home 
that night. 

Pafs through the Kil-ru, buffetted feverely on the way by violent fqualls. Land on 
the caft. fide in the parifli of Glen-elg, in the county of Invernefs. The veflel anchors 
three miles diflant on the oppofite fide of the bay, under Skie. 

Walk up to the church and obferve near it a Angular tree, whofe boughs had bent 
to the ground, and taking root formed a ftrange arbour. Pafs by the barracks of 
Bernera, built in 1722, handfome and capacious, defigned to hold two hundred men : 
at prefent occupied by a corporal and fix foldiers. The country lament this neglefl:. 
They are now quite fenfible of the good effefts of the military, by introducing peace 
and fecurity : they fear leaft the evil days ftiould return, and the ancient thefts be re- 
newed, as foou as the banditti find this proteftion of the people removed. 

Walk up the valley of Glen-Elg, or the vale of Deer : vifit Mr. Madeod, the 
niiiiifter, and receive all the welcome that the lies angiijia Domiis would permit. He 
fliovvcd us, at a fmall diftance from his houfe, the remains of a mine of black lead, 
ncgledcd on account of the poverty of what the adventurers found near the furface ; but 
it is probable, that at a proper depth it may be found to equal that of Cumberland. A 
poor kind of bog iron ore is alfo found here. 

Above the manfe, on the top of a hill, is a Britifli fortrefs, diked round with ftone, 
and in the middle is thUTelligc of a circular inclofure, perhaps of a building, the fheiter 
of the officers. Within fight is another of thefe retreats, whiqh are called in the Eife, 
Badhun, or the place of refuge. 

* Thf fe were the chief gentlemen, in i6oj, in the fliariffdom of Invernefs, which at that time included 
the fliiic of that name, Rofa, Strathnavern, Caithuefd^ Sutherland, and the Northern Hebrides. 

M.icloyd, of Lewes, L. of Fowles, 

h/lacloyd, of Harries, Sherrife of Cromartic, 

Donald Gormefoun, Dumbeith, 

Macneil, of Barray, Forfe, 

Mulcalloun, of Rofay, Otonfceale,. 

John Mudzart, captain of Niackye, 

the C lanrannalts, Neil Hutchrfoun, in AfTcnt, 

The Laird of Glengarry Mackentofehe, captain of the 

The L. of Kneydart, Clanchaniioun, 

Mac-kenzie, JL. of Glencwes, 

L. of G.itloche, . Raynold Mac-raynold, 

L. of Balnagowuc^ Iveppache, 

Thl5 
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This valley is the property of Mr. Macleod, of Dunvegan, acquired by a marriage of 
an ancellor with a daughter of Lord Briflet. The parifh is of valt extent, and compre- 
hends Knodiart and North Morar. Glenelg has near feven hundred inhabitants, all 
proteftants; the other two diftrifts are almoft entirely of the popilh perfuafion. The 
reader who has the curiofity to know the number of Roman Catitolics in thefe parts of 
North Britain, may fatisfy his curiofity in the Appendix, from an abftrafl: taken from' the 
Report made by the gentlemen appointed by the General A flembly, in 1 760, to vifit 
thefe remote Highlands, and the Hebrides, for the purpofe Ot enquiring into the flate of 
religion in thofe parts. 

1 his part of Glen-Elg is divided into two vallies j Glen-more, where the barracks are, 
from which is a military road of fifty-one miles extent, reaching to Fort-Auguftus ; the 
other is Glen-beg. The parifh fends out a confulerable number of cattle : thofe vallies 
would be fertile in corn, was it not for the plague of rain, which prevents tillage to fuch 
a degree, that the poor inhabitants feci the fame diftrefles as their neighbours. 

Walk back by the barracks to Glen-beg, to vifit the celebrated edifices attributed to 
the Danes : the firft is placed about two miles from the mouth of the valley. The 
more entire fide appears of a moft elegant taper form : the prefent height is thirty feet 
fix inches; but in 1722, fome Goth purloined from the top, feven feet and a half, 
under pretence of applying the materials to. certain public buildings. By the appear- 
ance of fome ruins that now lie at the bafe$ and which have fallen oiF fince that time, 
I believe three feet more may be added to the height, which will make the whole about 
forty-one. 

I'he whole is built with dry walls, but the courfes mod beautifully diQ>ofed. On 
one' fide is a breach of at lead one quarter of the circumference. The diameter within 
is thirty-three fee%|md a half, taken at a diftance of ten feet from the bottom : the wall in 
that part is feven feet four inches thick, but is formed thinner and thinner till it reaches 
the top, whofe breadth 1 forgot to caufe to be meafured. This infide wall is tjuite per- 
pendicular, fo that the inner diameter mud have been equal from top to bottom : but 
the exterior wall dopes, encreafing in thicknefs till it reaches the ground. 

In the thicknefs of the wall were two galleries ; one at the lower part, about fix feet 
two inches high, and two feet five at the bottom, narfowing to the top ; flagged, 
and alfo covered over with great flat dones. This gallery ran quite round, and that 
horizontally, but was divided into apartments : in one place with flx flags, placed equi- 
didant from each other ; and were accedible above by mcan^tof a hole from another 
gallery : into the lower were two entrances (before the ruin of the other fide there had 
been two others) above each of thefe entrances were a row, of holes, running up to the 
top, divided by flags, appearing like flielves : near the top was a circle of projefting 
dones, which probably were intended to hold the beams that formed the roof : above 
is another hole like the former. None of thefe openings pafs through, for there is not 
the appearance of window nor opening on the outfide wall. All thefe holes are fquarc ; 
are too fmall to admit the human body, fo were probably defigned to lodge arms, and 
different other matters, fecure from wet or harm. 

Over the “fird gallery was anmher, divided from it only by flags. This alfo went 
round, but was free from any feparation ; the height was five feet fix ; only twenty 
inches wide at bottom. This was alfo covered with flags at top. 

At a diftance above, in the broken fides of the wall, was another hole ; but it feemed 
too fmall for a gallery. The afeent was not fafe, fo could not venture up. The height 
was taken by a litftc boy, who fcrambled to the top. 
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The entrance was a fquare hole, on the weft fide : before It were the remains of 
fome building, with a narrow opening that led to the door. Ahnoft contiguous to this 
entrance or portico, was a fmall circle formed of rude ftones, which was called the 
foundation of the Druids’ houfes. It probably was formed for fome religious pur- 
pofe. I was told there were many others of this kind fcattcred over the valley. 

At lefs than a quarter of a mile dillant from this Hands the fecond tower, on a little 
flat on the fide of the hill. The form is fimiiar, but the number of galleries differs* 
here are three, the loweft goes entirely round ; but at the eaft end is an aperture now of 
a fmall depth, but once of fuch extent, that the goats which flieltcred in it were often 
loft : on that account the entrance was filled with ftones. This is fix feet high, four 
feet two inches broad, and flagged above and below. 

A fecond gallery was of the fame height, but the breadth of the floor only three feet 
five. 

The third gallery was of fuch difficult accefs that I did not attempt to get up ; it 
was fo narrow and low, that it was with difficulty that the child who climbed to it could 
creep through. 

The prefent height of this tower is only twenty-four feet five inches j the diameter 
thirty ; the thicknefs of the lower part of the wall twelve feet four. 

I could not perceive any traces of the winding ftairs mentioned by Mr. Gordon : but 
as thefc buildings have fuffered greatly fince that gentleman faw them 1 have no doubt 
of his accuracy. 

Thefe were in all probability places of defence ; but it is difficult to fay any thing on 
the fubjoft of their origin, or by what nation they were erefted. Th'-y are called here 
Caifteal 'feilbah, or the caftles of Teilha, built by a mother for her four fons, as tra- 
dition, delivered in this tranflation of four Erfo lines, informs : 

My four fons a fair dan, 

I left in ilu* llialli of one plen : 

My Malcornh, ivy I ntly CHiuiiil, 

My Telve,iny TroclJam. 

There had been two others, now totally demoliflied, and each named after her child- 
ren. Mr. Gordon mentions others of this kind ; one at Glen-diinin, two at Kaller 
Fcarn in Rofs-fliire, and two or three in l.ord Rcay^s country : one of which is called 
the Dune of Dornadilla, from an imaginary prince, who reigned two hundred and fixty 
years before the ChrilHan ccra. This appears to be fo well deferibed by an anonymous 
writer in the Edinburgh magazine, that it will poflibly be acceptable to the reader to 
find it copied in the note 

The 


* “ In the moll nortliern part of Scotland, called Lord Rcay’s country, not far from Tongue, and near 
tlie head of the rivtr which runs into the Noith Sea at I..och-Eribol, is the remains of a (lone tower, which 
I apprehend to be a Druidic work, and to be ihegreatcll piece of antiquity in this ifland. It is furpfifing 
that it is fo little known even to the natives of that country : I don't remember to have ever feen it men- 
tioned in any book whatever, nor do I recollect whether Mr. Pennant has receiveii4aiiyJinfonnation con- 
cerning it. This tower is called by the neighbouring inhabkanis, the Dune of Dornadilla. It is of a cir- 
cular form, and now nearly refembling the frulliutn of a cone; whether, when pertedl,^’t terminated in a 
point, I cannot pretend to guefs ; but^t feems to have been formerly higher, by the riibbifh which lie$ 
round it. Jt is built of Hone, without cement, andl take it to be between 20 and 30 feet high Hill. The 
entrance is by a very low and narrow door, to pafs through which one is obliged to iloop mucii : but, per- 
haps, the ground may have been raifed fincc the firft crcilion. ^ 

When one is got in, and placed in the centre, it is open over head. All round the fides of llie walls 
are ranged (lone flielvec, one above ai>othcr, like the ftielvcs in a circular bcaiifait, reaching from near the 
bottom to the top. The iloncs which compofe thefe (helves arc fupported chiefly by the (lores which 
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The rain, which poured a deluge during the whole of this walk, attended with a mod 
violent gale, prevented us from going abroad : but we found a mod comfortable 
lodging under the hofpitable roof of the good minider. 

Auguft 5. The whole morning continued wet and boiftcrous. In the evening crola 
over to Side: fee, near the lltore, cut on the live rock, an inferiptk 1 in rude charafters. 
It mufl have been of great antiquity, as it was difeovered by the accidental digging pf 
peat at the depth of four feet. 

Augiill 6. Weigh anchor at eight o’clock in the morning, and turn out with wind 
and tide adverfe. After a ftruggle of three or four miles, put into Loch-Iurn, or the 
lake of hell, on the luvernefs coaft, and anchor about two o’clock near a little ifle to the 
fouth fide, four miles within the mouth. Land on the north fide, three miles diftant 
from our Ihip, and vifit hir. Macleod of Amifdale ; I (hall never forget the hofpitaHty 
of the houfe ; before I could utter a denial, three glafles of rum cordialixed with jelly 
of bilberries, were poured into me by the irrefiftible hand of good Madam Macleod. 
Meflis. Lightfoot and Stuart fallicd out in high fpirits to botanize : I defeended to niy 
boat to make the voyage of the lake. 

Steer S. E. After a fmall Ipace the water widens into a large bay, bending to the fouth, 
wliich hears the name of Barrifdale: turn fuddenly to the ead, and pafs through a very 
narrow (trait, with feveral little ifles cn the outfide j the water of a great depth, and 
the tide violent. For four miles before us the loch was (trait, but of an oval form ; 
then fuddenly contrafts a fecond time. Beyond that was another reach, and an inftant- 
aneous and agreeable view of a great fleet of bulTes, and all the bufy apparatus of the 
herring fl(hery ; with multitude of little occalional hovels and tents on the (liore, for the 
accommodation of the crews, and of the country people, who refort here at this feafon 
to take and fell herrings to the (Irangers. An unexpected fight at tlie diftance of 
thirteen miles fror the fca, amidd the wilded fccne in nai”‘*c. 

A little farther the loch fuddenly turns uue South, and ....s a very narrow inlet to a 
third reach : this drait is fo (hallow as to b_ foruable at the ebb of fpring-tides ; yet 
has within^ the depth of ten anti fcventccn fa*^^oin : the length is about a mile ; the 
breadth a quarter. About feven years ago -t was ivj fi. .d with herrings, that had 
crowded, in, that the boats could not tcrc . their way and .thouO.nds lay dead on the 
ebb. 

The feenery that furrounds the whole this lake has an .Mpine wildncfs and magni- 
ficence j the hills of an enormous height, end for the mod part cloathcd with exten five 


form the walls, and \^h^ch prcjcv^ all round jud lu that place where the flielves are, and i'l no others : each 
of the Ihelvc's is frpaiated into fcvtral divliiuns as in a book-enfe. 'rherc U fonie re maim of .'tn awkward 
ftr.ir-cafo. What iiiV the (helves could he appliw’d to I catinol concrivc. It could not be of any inili- 
tsiry life from its iUiuitlon at the bottom of 3 Hoping hill, wlih’h whoMy comm.inds it 'i ‘ e mo^l learned 
among the inhabitants, fiich as ibc gentry and clerLry, who ;dl Ipea^ ilie an/ could r^ive no Inhr^ 

maticn or tradition conccrninj» its uie, or tlicr.riL^in and nnM.'in;; v,. .ts name. But unne years fince 1 liap- 
pCficdy ata»l auction of tiouka in London, to l.ok into? J”ench , cont?i.;in^T an’iqnitics, unci 

ihere I faw a print of the remains of Dmuln: teipnlo in I’lance, wi.ich frr> u.ly teier;»hlrs il.c tower 1 am 
(pcakir.g of, haviiiw like Hieives in it. And, lerding a hte pamphlet on the a uiquity th ' ’lifli Ipngu ige, 
1 think 1 can partly trace the origin of the name D*..rnadi!la At page 24, the author lays, (hat Dorn 
means a roui d Hone, fo that ahdoin would m<t a the round (tone of*t!n: priefL : / m ia r/liind/M ii C'oJ : at 
page 4^, ht fay**, in the laH line, iilla means *. pL of devotion ; fo that Dorn-n.i Di-ulla will li^nify the 
round (tone place of the worfliip of God ; or perhaps it might allude to lome round fl one prtfervid witliiu 
a^ afacred embh m of db inity. As I am not acquair.lcd with the Irifh Inngnnnrc, if any of your corre- 
fpondents can give any be ter account, either of the nature of Inch Druidic teinpIcF, or of this name in 
particular, it wilb ptriiap?>bc acceptable to other aa 'veil as youi humble fcrvaiit.’^ 
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foreAs of oak and birch, often to the very fummits. In many places are extenfire 
trads of oj',?n fpace, verdant, and only varied with a few trees fcattereci over them : 
junicKl; the thickeft woods afpire vail grey rocks, a noble contrail ! nor are the lofty 
headlamis a Icfs cinbellifliment ; for through the trees that wave on their fummit, is an 
awful fight of Iky, and fpiring fummits of vaft mountains. 

On the Ibuth fide, or the country of Knodyart, are vaft numbers of pines, fcattered 
among the other trees, and multitude of young ones fpringing up. A conflagration had 
many years ago deltroyed a fine foreft ; a lofs which, in a little time, it is to be hoped, 
will be repaired, liefidcs this, I can add fome other pine forefts to my former lift * : 
that near Loch-marce ; Abernethy, and Roth-murchu ; both belonging to gentlemen 
of the name of Grant ; Glen-more, the Duke of Gordon’s ; and Glen-taner, the pro- 
perty of Lord Aboyne. Our old botanifts are filent about thefe Britilh produdions, 
till the time of Mr. Evelyn and Mr. Ray. This fpecies of pine Teems not to have been 
cultivated in England, till the former, as he fays, received fome feeds from that unhappy 
perfon, the late Marquis of Argyle : but Speed, in his chronicle, mentions the vaft fize 
of thofeon the banks of Loch-Argicke, and their fitnels for mails, as appeared by the 
report from commiflioners fent there for tnat purpofe, in the time of James f VI. 
Taylor, the water-poet, fpcaks in high terms in thofe in Brae-mar, “ That there areas 
many as will ferve to the cad of the world, for all the Ihippes, carracks, hoyes, galleys, 
boates, dnimlers, barkes and water craftes, that are now in the world, or can be thefe 
forty years 

It is not wonderful, that the imagination, amidft thefe darkfome and horrible feenes, 
flioukl figure to itfelf ideal beings, once the terror of the fuperftitious inhabitants ; in 
Icfs-enlightened times a dreadful fpedre haunted thefe hills, fometimes in form of a 
great dog, a man, or a thin gigantic hag called Glas-lich. The exorcift was called in 
to drive away thefe evil Genii : he formed circle within circle, ufed a multitude of 
charms, forced the Da;mon from ring t > ring, till he got it into the laft entrenchment, 
when if it proved very obftinate by adding new fpells, be never failed of conquering 
the evil fpirit, who like that which haunted the daughter of Raguel, was 

Willr a vcnjjca.icr fent 

From Media poll to Kgypt, there f»i(l bound. 

In our return from the extremity of this fcqueftered fpot, are moll agreeably amufed 
with meeting at lead a hundred boats, rowing to the place we were leaving, to lay their 
nets ; while the perfons on Ihore were bufied in lighting fires, and preparing a repaft 
for their companions, againft their return from their toilfome work. 

So unexpetled a profpe’ft of the bufy haunt of men and (hips in this wild and ro- 
mantic tradl, afforded this agreeable refleftion : that there is no part of our dominions 
fo remote, ft inhofpitablc, and fo unprofitable, as to deny employ and livelihood to 
thoufands ; and that th..re are ro parts fo poliftied, fo improved, a.iu fo fertile, but 
which mull ftoop to rev.cive advantage from the dreary fpots they fo effectually defpife ; 
and mud be obliged to acknov ’edge the .nutu?’ dependency of nart on part, howfoever 
remotely placed, and hov'^'ever different in modes •'r manner of lIviAg. Charles Bran- 
don’s addrefs to his royal Ipoufe may well be applied to boih extremes of our ifle ; 

Cloth of gold, do not defpife, 

Altho’ thou art match’d with cloth of frixe. 

Cloth of frize, be not too bold, 

Altho’ thou art match'd with cloth of gold. 

* ift, td, -jd edit. pp. 183, 194. aia. t Speed’* Chronicle, p..9. 

PcanilcfTc Pilgrimage, 1 36. 
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Return to Armifdale, and pafs a moft chearful evening. Mr. Lightfoot returned 
happy in having found the azalea procuiiibens } Mr. Stuart loaden with fine fpecimens 
of amianthus and black talc. 

Return on board at midnight : the night moft exceflively dark, but every ftroke of 
our oars, every progreilive motion of our boat, flung a tnoft refplendeut glory around, 
and left fo long and luminous a train in our wake, as more than compenfated the 
w’ant of liars in the firmament. This appearance was occafioned by myriads of nofti* 
lucous Nereids, that inhabit the ocean, and on every agitation become at certain times 
apparent, and often remain flicking to the oars, and, like glow-worms, give a fine 
light. Mr. 'I’hompfon informeil us, that they were moft brilliant before rain and 
tenjpefts. He was not deceived in his predidions. 

There is not an inftance of any country having made fo fudden a change in its 
morals as this I have juft vififed, and the vaft tract intervening between thefe coafts 
and I.och-nefs. Security and civilization pofllfs every part ; yet thirty years have 
not elapfed fince the whole was a den of thieves, of the moll extraordinary kind. 
They condufled their pluadcririg excurlions with the utmoft policy, and reduced the 
whole art of theft into a regular fyftcm. From habit it loft all the appearance of cri- 
minality ; they confidcred it as labouring in their vocation, and, when a party was 
formed for an expedition againft their neighbour’s property, they and their friends 
prayed as carneftly to heaven for fuccels, as if they were engaged in the moft laudable 
defign. 

The conftant petition at grace of the old Highland chieftains, was delivered with 
great fervour, in thefe terms; “ Lord! turn thou the world upfidc down, that Chrif- 
tians may make bread out of it.” I'ho plain Englifh of this pious requeft wafe, that 
the world might become, for their benefit, a feene of rapine and confufion. 

'Ihey paid a lacred regard to their path ; but as fuperftition mull, among a fet of 
banditti, infallibly fuperfede piety, each, like the dillin^ft calls of India; s, had his par- 
ticular objeft of veneration ; one would fwear upon his dirk, and dread the penalty 
of perjury, yet make no fcruple of forfwcaring himfelf upon the Bible ; a I'econd would 
pay the fame refpeft to the name of his chieftain ; a third again would be moft rc- 
ligioufly hound by the facred book, and a fourtK regard none of the three, and be 
credited only if he fwore by his crujcjfix.. -It was always necelTary to difeover the in- 
clination of the perfon, -before y'fl'tf'^iniiin to the tell ; if the objed: of his veneration 
was millaken, the oath was of no fignification. 

The greatell robbers were ul’cd to prcl'erve hofpitality to thofe that came to their 
houfes, and, like the wild Arabs, obftrvcd the ftriclell hono.ur towards their guells, or 
thole that put implicit confidence in them. The Kennedies, two common thieves, took 
the young Pretender under proteilion, and kept him with faith inviolate, notwithlland- 
ing they knew an iminenfe reward .was offered for his head. 'I'hey often robbed for 
his fupport, 'and, to fupply him with linen, they once furprized the baggage horfes of 
one of our general officers. They often went in oifguife to Invcrnefs to buy prn- 
vifions for him. ^/\.t length, a very confiderable time after, one of thefe poor fellows, 
who had virtue to refilt the , temptktion of thirty thoufand pounds, was hanged for 
Healing a cow, value thirty fhillings. 

The greateft crime among thefe felons, was that of infidelity among themfelves : a 
criminal underwent a fuimhary trial, and, if conviflcd, never miffed of a capital punifh- 
ment. 'I'he chieftain had his officers, and different departments of government; he 
had his judge, to whom he entruflcd the decifion of all civil difputes ; but, in criminal 
caufes, the chief, aflfifted perhaps by fome favourites, always undertook the procefs. 
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The principal men of his fiimi’y, or his officers, formed his council ; where every 
fhiii^ was debated refpefting their expeditions. Eloquence was held in great efteein 
.among them, for by that they could fometimes work on their chieftain to change his 
opinion ; for, nr twithftanding he kept the form of a council, he always referved the 
dccifive vote in hiinft-If. 

W lien one man had a claim on another, but wanted power to make it good, it was 
held lawful for him to floal from his debtor as many cattle as would fatisfy his demand, 
provified ho font notice (as loon as he got out of reach of purfuit,) that he had them, 
and would return ihom, provided latisfaftion was made on a certain day agreed on. 

VV^hea a creacb, or great expedition, had been made againft diftant herds, the 
owners, ns foon as dilcovery was made, rofe in arms, and, with all their friends, made 
inflant puiluit, tracing the cattle by their track for perhaps fcores of miles. Theiv 
nicety in diftinguifliing that of their cattle from thofe that were only cafually wander- 
ing, or driven, was amazingly fagacious. As foon as they arrived on an eftate where 
the track was lofl, they immediately attacked the proprietor, and would oblige him to 
recover the track from his land forwards, or to make good the lofs they had fuftained. 
1 his cuflom had the force of law, which gave to the Highlander^ this furprizing (kill 
in the art of tracking. 

It has been obferved before, that to fteal, rob, and plunder with dexterity, was ef*- 
teemed as the highelf aft of heroifm. The feuds between the grtat families was one 
great caiife. Ihere was not a chieftain but that kept, in fome reniore valley in the 
depth of v^oods and rocks, whole tribes of thieves in readinefs to let loofe againft his 
neighbours ; when, from fome public or private rcafon, he did not judge it expedient 
to refent openly any real or imaginary affront. From this motive the greater chieftain- 
robbers always lupported the leffer, and encouraged no fort of improvement on the 
eflates but what promoted rapine. 

The greateft of the heroes in the laft century, was Sir Ewin Cameron, whofe life 
is given in the other volume. lie long refilled the power of Croimvell, but at length 
was forced to fubmit. lie lived in the neighbourhood of the garrifon fixed by the 
idurper at Inverlochy. His vaffals perfifted in their thefts, till Cromwell fent orders 
to tlie commandiiig-otficer, that on the next robbery he (hould feize on the chieftain, 
and execute him in twenty-four hours, in cafe the thief was not delivered to Julticc. 
An aft. of rapine loon happemed ; Sir Ewin received the mtfl’age, who, inllead of 
giving himielt the trouble looking out for the olfender, laid hold of the firft fellow 
he met with, lent him bound to Inver- lochy, where he was inftantly hanged. Crom- 
Well, by this feverity, put ^ flop to tfie excelfes, till the time of the refloration, when 
they were renewed with double violence till ilic year 1745. 

Rob-Roy Maegregor was another diiUnguifhed hero in the latter end of the laft, and 
the beginning or iho prelent century. He contributed greatly towards forming his 
profeflion into a fclence, and edabliihing the police above Vientioned. The Duke of 
Montrofe unfortunately was his neighbour ; Rob-boy frequently faved his Grace the 
trouble of collefting his rents; uled to extort them from the tenants, and at the fame' 
time gave them formal difeharges. But it was neither in the power o^the Duke o/oS 
any of the gentle mi n he plundered to bring him to juflice^ lb ftrongly proteftedf was 
he by fevcral great men to whom he was ufcful. Roy had his good qualities, he 
fpent his revenue generoufly ; and, ftrange to fay, was a true friend to the widow 
and orphan. 

Every period of time gives new improvement to the arts. A fon of Sir Ewin Ca- 
meron refined on thofe of Rob-Roy, and, inftead of dilSpating his gains, accumulated 

wealth. 
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gyle, whofe anceftor poffeffed liimfelf of it in 1674, on account of a debt ; and after 
the courts of law had made an adjudication in his favour, he was obliged to fupport 
their decree by force- of arms. » 

Sail agjin down the found, which in general is about four tniks broad j the coall 
on both fidcs. flopes and is patched with cornJand. The northern ciuft is Morven, the 
celebrated country of jfingah t 2^ 

Leave on rhe^fide loOel^yliA, a iafe halfbo^r<l with a itatbil coikraflod entrance. A 
little fiirther i^s Caftle-^rdtondiRu a ruin on a' low hea^lao^ found, 

where in 1641^, of Rods, and Lord of the Ifles, Kv^ in regal (late*. His 

treaty with £dt#ard IV,, is dated, ex cajkllo mftro Ar 4 'ti)ormt Odens, ig, A. 1 ). 1441 1 - 

On the Mull fide is Mac alleller’s bay, and below tint, where the found opens to 
the eall is Caftlc dujtrt, oiice the feat of the Macleanes, lords of the iflaiid, but now 
garrifoned by a lieutenant aitd a detachment from Fort-William. Morven, near Ard- 
tornifh, begpiM to grow lofty and wooded i and the Mull beyond this calllc appears 
very mountainous. 

Iraverfe die tnwad water of Loch-linnhc, which leads up to I.ochaber. Have a 
fine view of the vaft mountains, and the piflurefque hills of G 1 n-co. P.ifs to the 
Ibuthem end of Lifmore, and (leer north between that ille and Middle Lorn. Sail by 
the ille of Kerrera, poted for the death of Alexander 11 . in 1249, while he lay there 
with a mighty fieet meditating the conqueft of the Hebrides, then pofleli'ed by the Nor> 
wegians. 

Oppofite to this ifland, in Lorn, is the bay of Oban, where are the cufiom-houfc 
and.pofi.office. 

On a great rock within land, precipitous on three Tides, is the cafile of Dunolly, once 
the refideof^qyof’the chieftains of liOrn. 

Continue 4»u|r courfe; and, palfing with difficulty through a very narrow found, 
formed by the Itan Beath and the main land, arrive in a fine bay. Anchor under the 
antient cafUeof Dun-ftafiage, or Stephen’s Mount ; and inflantly receive, and accept, 
a moft polite ipvhation from tiie owner, Mr. Cnmpbel. 

This caftle is fabled to have been founded by Ewin, a Pi£ti(h monarch, cotemporary 
with Julius Ctefar, naming it after himfelf Evouium. In l.fl, the founder is unknown, 
but it is certaltdy of great antiquity, and the firff feat of the Plflifli and Scottifh princes. 
In this place was long preferved the famous Hone, the Palladium of North Britain ; 
brought, fays Legend, out of Spain, where it was fiiil ufed as a feat of juilice by Ge- 
thalus, coeval with Mofes. It continued here as the coronation chair till the rci^n of 
Kenneth the Second, who removed it to Scone, in order to fecure his reign ; tor, ac- 
cording to the iafeription, 

Ni fallat fatom, Scot!, quocunqve locatom 
luvenient hpidem, Vegnarc tciiintur ibuktn. 

« 

Mr. Camphel Aewed to me a very pretty little ivory image, found in a ruinous part 
-of the caffle, that 'was certainly cut in memory of this chair, and appears to have been 
an^auguraiioBi^fculpture. A crowned monarch is reprefented fitting in it, with a 
book, in one hand, containing the laws of the land, which he was (wearing to ob- 
ferve. Th» never took the path by kifling the Bible, but by holding up the rieht 
hand|. 


• GutHrie, iv. <J8. t Rymw’s Fad, ix. 48;. 

Anonymous Correfpond||t, dating Gray's Inn, Nov, 28th, 1780. 
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The caftle is fquare ; the inlide only eighty-feven feet, partly niinous, partly habit* 
able. At three of the corners are' round tOwers, one of them proje6ts very little. The 
entrance is towards the fea at']prefent by a ftair-cafe, in old times probably by a draw* 
bridge, whi^ fell from a little gateway. The mafonry appears very andent, the tops 
battlemented. This pile is feated on a rock, whofe Tides have been pared to render it 
precipitous, and to make it conform to the iliape of the caftle. 

In 1307 thb caftle was polleftcd by Alexander Macdougal, Tord of Argyle, a friend 
to the Englifti ; but was that year reduced, by Robert Bruce, when Macdougal fuedfor 
peace with that prince, and was received into favour *. 

I find, about the year 1455, this to have been a refidence of the Lord of thelfles j for 
here James laft Earl of Douglas, after his defeat in Annandale f, fted to Donald the 
Regulus of the time, and prevailed on him to take arms, and carry on . a plundering 
war againft his monarch James the Second. 

At a fmall diftance from the caftle is a ruined chapel, once an elegant building, and 
at one end an inclofurc, a family cemetry, built in 1740. Oppdftte to thefe is a high 
precipice, ending abrupt, and turning fuddenly toward the fouth-caft. A perfon con* 
cealed in the recefs of the rock, a little beyond the angle, furprizes friends ftationed 
at fome diftance beneath the precipice, with a very remarkable echo of any word, or 
even fentenee he pronounces, which reaches the laft diftind: and unbrokep. The re* 
petition is Tingle, but remarkably clear. 

Aug. 10. After breakfaft ride along the edge of i beautiful bay, with the borders 
fertile in fpots. The bear almoft ripe. Crofe a ferry at Connel, or Conf hull, or the 
raging flood, from a furious catarad; of falt*water at the ebb of fpring tides. This 
place is the difeharge of the waters of Loch-etive into the fea, where it fuddenly con* 
trails to a fmall breadth ; and immediately above, cenain rocks jut out, which more 
immediately direft the vaft pent up waters to this little ftrait, where they gufli out with 
amazing violence, and form a fall of near ten feet. 

Loch*etive runs hr up the country, and receives the waters of Loch*aw at Bunaw. 
Here is at times a conftderable falmon fifhery, but at prefent very poor. See at a thf* 
tance, on the, northern bank, the fite of Ard,*chattan, a priory of monks of Vallis 
Caulium, founded, A. D. 1250, by Duncan Mac*couI, anceftor of the Macdougals of 
Lorn. Here Rob^ Bruce is fam to have held a parliament, but more probably a 
council ; for he renuuned long mafter of this country before he got entire pofteftion 
of Scotland. 

A mile from Connel, neajr the fhore, is Dun*Mac>Sniochain, the ancient Beregonium, 
Borogomum. The foundation of j:his city, as it is called, is attributed by apocryphaf 
hiftory to Fergus II. and was called the chief in Scotland for many ages : it wa8.at befl: 
fuch a city as Casfar found in our ifland at the time of his invalion} an oppidum, or 
fortified town, placed in a thick wood, furrounded with a rampart and fofs, a place of 
retreat from invaders |. Along the top of the beach is a raifed mound, the defence 
againft a Tudden landing. This, from the idea of' here having been q city, is ftyleJ, 
Straid-a>mhargai, or market-ftreet ; within this are two rude ered columns, about Yix 
feet high, and nine and a half in girth, behind thefe a peat moTs, on one fide a range 
of low hills, at whofe neareft extremity is an entrenchment called Dun*valiri. On 
the w^em fide of the morafs is an oblong infulated hill, on whofe fummit, the country* 
people hy there had been feven towers^ 1 could only perceive three qx fi)ur eitcavations 
of no certain form,, and a ^ke around them. 

* Barbour. f Livei of the Douglaflca, 303. 

•f De Bello Callico, lib. v, c; ji. 

VOL. in. 


z z 


In 



PENNA^^T’s second tour in SCOTl.AND. 


354 

In moft parts of the hill are dug up great quantities of different forts of ptunices, or 
fcoria of different kinds : of them one is the pumex cinerarius ; the other the P', molaris 
of Linnaeus } the la(l very much rcfembling fome that Mr. Banks favoured me with 
from theifland of Iceland. The hill is doubtlcfs the work of a volcano, of which this 
Is not the only veftige in North Britain. 

Ride on a fine road to Ard-muchnage, the feat of the late Sir Duncan Campbell ; a 
very handfomc houfe, and well fini/hed. Sir Duncan, at the age of forty, began to 
plant, and lived to fee the extenfive plantations in his garden, and on the pi£lurefque 
hills round his lands, arrive to perfedion. The country about rifes into a lofty but 
narrow eminence, now finely wooded, extending in a curvature, forming one fide of an 
enchanting bay, the other impending over the fea. 

On my return obferve, near the hill of the feven towers, a druidical circle, formed 
of round Hones placed clofe together. The area is twenty-fix feet in diameter ; and 
about ten feet diflant from the outfide is an ereft pillar feven feet high. At fuch ftones 
as thefe, iny learned friend, the late Dr. William Borlafe *, remarks, might have ftood 
the officers of the high prieft, to command filence among the people, or fome inferior 
perfon verfed in the ceremonies, to obferve that none were omitted, by warning the 
officiating prieft, in cafe any efcaped his memory. 

Return, and lie on board. 

Auguft It. Weigh anchor at fix oMock in the morning. Sail by the back of 
Loch-nel hill, forming a mod beautiful crefeeut, partly cultivated, partly covered with, 
wood to the iummit. Land near the north end of the ifle of Lifinore, which is about 
nine miles long, one and a half broad, and contains about fifteen hundred inhabitants f- 
It derives its name from Liofmor, or the great garden ; but tradition fays it was ori- 
ginally a great deer foreft } and as a proof, multitudes of ftag horns of uncommon fizts- 
are perpetually dug up in ' the moffes. At prefent there is fcarce any wood j but the 
leffor vegetables grow with uncommon vigour. The chief produce of the land is bear 
and oats : the firft is raifed in great quantity, but abufed by being diftillcd into whilky. 
The crops of oats are generally applied to the payment of rent j fo that the inhabitants 
are obliged for their fubfiftence annually to import much meal. 

The ground has in moft parts the appearance of great fertility, but is extremely ill- 
managed, and much impoverilhed by excels of tillage, and neglect of manure. Pit and 
rock marie are found here. The w'holc ifle lies on a lime-ftonc rock, which in many 
places peeps above ground, forming long feries of low (harp ridges. No ufe can be 
made of this as a manure for want of fuel to burn it. The peat here is very bad, being 
mixed with earth j it mull firft bfe trampled with the feet into a confiftence ; is then 
formed into fmall flat cakes, and muft afterwards be expofed on the ground to dry. 

About a hundred head of cattle are annually exported, which are at prefent remark- 
ably fmall : they feem to .have degenerated, for I law at Ard-muchnage the Ikull of an 
ox dug up in this ifland, that was of much larger dimenfions than any now living in 
Oreat Britain. • 

■ Ilprfes ard infthis ifland very Ihort-lived : they are ufed when about two or three 
ycars*old ; and are obferveff foon to lofe all their teeth. Both they and the cows are 
houfed during winter, and fed on ftraw. 

Otters are found here j but neither foxes, hares, nor rats. Mice are plentiful, and 
very deftruftive. 

There are three' fmall lakes : two abound with fine trout ; the third only with eels. 
Variety of the duck kind frequent thefe waters during winter. 

' Antiq. Corowall. •)• Or bet wien 900 and i coo examinable perfoo«. 
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Walk up to a DanlHi fort : at prefent the height is feventecn feet j viithin the tnjall is 
a gallery, and round the area a feat, as in that deferibed in Hay. 

Vifit the church, now a mean modern building. In the church-yard are two or three 
old tombs, with clymorcs engraven on them : here is alfo*a remarkable tomb, confiding 
of nothing more than a thick log of oak. This fubllitute for a gravc-ftone mud have 
been in this country of great antiquity, there being no word in the Krfe language to 
exprefs the laft, it not being flyled leichd liihidh^ a grave Jionc, but dnrn^ liihidhy or a 
grave log. On a live rock are cut the radii of a dial, but the index is lofi. On another 
rock is a fmall excavated hafon, perhaps one of the rock bal'ons of Dr. Borlafe, in times 
of druidifm ufed for religious purpofes. 

This ifiand had been the fite of the bilhop of Argyle ; tlie f’e was disjoined from that 
of Dunkeld about the year 1200, at the requeft otjohn the Kngliflnnan bilhop of that 
diocefe. There are no reliqiics of the cathedral or the bilhop’s houfe, whofe refidence 
was fuppofed to have been latterly in the caftle of Achanduin, on the wed fide of the 
illc, oppofite to Duart in Mull. 

The inhabitants in general are poor, are much troubled with lore eyes, and in the 
fpring arc afllifted with a codivenefs that often proves fatal. At that feafon all their 
provifions are generally confumed, and they are forced to live on Iheeps* milk boiled, 
to which the didemper is attributed. 

The ifle of l.ifinore forms but a fmall part of the pariflr : the extent is not to be com- 
prehended by an-Knglilhman. From the point of Lifmore to the extremity of Kinloch- 
beg is forty-two computed miles, befides nine in Kingerloch. It coniprehends this ifle, 
Appin Duror, Glcnco, Glcncreran, and Kingerloch, and contains three thoufand exa- 
minable perfons, under the care of one minider and two milHonaries. 

Get on board, and have in mid-channel a mod delightful view : the woods of Loch- 
nell; the houfe of Airds; beyond is the callle of Ellendalker, feated in a little ifle ; the 
country of Appin ; the vad mountains bf Lochaber *, Dunolly, Lifmore, and various 
other illes of grotefque appearance *. To the Ibuth appear the Slate iflands, Scarba, 
Jura, and Hay ; and to the wed, Oranfay and Colonfay. 

Sail between Inch and the Maire illes, leaving the noted Slate ifland of Eufdale to the 
ead, and clofc to it Suil and Luing, chiefly the property of the Earl of Breadalbane : 
within thefe are the harbours of Eufdale, of Cuain, between Luing and Suil ; Bardrife, 
olF Luing \ and below is that of Black-muil bay. 

Oppofite to Luing, on the wed, is a groupe of rough little illes, of which Plada and 
Belna-hua arc productive of Hate. In the broad bal'on between thefe and Luing is a 
mod rippling tide ; even h this calm forces us along with vad celerity and violence : 
the whole furface difordered with eddies and whirlpools, riling firft with furious boil- 
ings, driving and vanilhing with the current. Anchor under the ead fide, beneath the 
vad mountain of Scarba, an ifland of great height, about five miles long, chiefly covered 
with heath j but on this fide are fome woods, and marks of cultivation. Mr. Maclcane 
lives on this fide, and favours us .with a vifit, and offers his fervice to lliew us the cele-' 
brated gulph of Corry-vrekan ; which we did not wail till morning to foe, as our ex- 
pectations were raifed to the highed pitch, and we /thought of nothing lefs than that it 
would prove a fecond Mal-drom. We accordingly took a mod fatiguing walk up the 
mountain, through heath of an uncommon height, fwarming with grous. We arrived 
in an ill hour, for the tide did not fuit, and we faw little more than a very ftrong 
current. < 


* Among them that of Duribfuire. 
Z Z E 


Augud 



35^ peknakt's second tour in Scotland. 

Auguft ta. This morning we take boat, and after rowing two miles, land and walk 
along the rocks till we reach a fit place for furveying this phaenomenon The channel 
between this ifle and Jura is about a mile broad, expoled to the weight of the Atlantic, 
which pours in its waters here with great force, their courfe being directed and confined 
by the found between Colonfay and Mull. The tide had at this time made two hours 
flood, and ran with a furious current, grf at boilings, attended with much foam *,and'in 
many places formed confiderable whirlpools. On the fide of Jura the current dalhes, 
as is reafonable to fuppofe, againft fome funk rocks. It forms there a moil dreadful 
back'tide, which in tempefts catches up the veiTels that the whirlpools fling into it j fo 
that almoil certain deftruflion attends thofc that are fo unfortunate as to be ftn'ced in at 
thofe feafons. It was our ilMuck to fee it in a very pacific (late, and palTable without the 
lead hazard. 

The chief whirlpool lies on the Scarba fide, near the weft end. Here, as that ikilful 
pilot Mr. Murdock Mackenzie aflured me, it is of various depths, viz. 36, 47, 83 and 91 
fathoms, and at fome places unfathomable : the tranfitions fudden, from the leflfer to 
the greater depths : the bottom all (harp rocks with vaft chafms between ; and a fa> 
thomlefs one where the greateft vortex lies, from which, to the eaftem end of Scarba, 
clofe to fhore, the depth are 13, 9, la. 

There is another whirlpool off a little ifle on the weft end of Jura, which contributes 
to the horrors of the place. In great ftorms the tides run at the rate of fifteen miles an 
hour ; the height of the boilings are faid to be dreadful, and the whole rage of the wa> 
ters unfpeakable. It is not therefore wonderful that there fliould have been here a cha- 
pel of the Virgin, ^hofe afliftance was often invoked, for my hiflorian f fays, that fhe 
worked numbers of miracles, doubtlefsiy in favour of diftreffed mariners. 

Scarba contains forty inhabitants. Mr. Mac-leane, the proprietor, refides here. 
"When he favoured us with his company, he came with two of his fons and their tutor ; 
for in North Britain there is no gentleman of ever fo fmall an eftate, but flriSly attends 
to the educatfon of his children, as the fure foundation of their future fortune. A 
perfon properly qualified and eafily procured at a cheap rate attends in the family, where 
the father fees that juftice is done to them, at far iefs expence than if he font them to 
diftant fchools. 

Leave Scarba ; pafs between Nether-Lorn and the ifles of Luing and Suil to the eaft, 
and of Toracy and Shuna to the wed, all inhabited, and the firft almuft covered with 
excellent corn. In Toracy is an ancient tower once belonging*to the great Mac-donald, 
who made it his half-way hunting feat in his progrefs from Cantyre to his northern 
ifles ; for which reafon it was called Dog caftle ; and here he made it a moil laudable 
rule to refide till he bad fpent the whole of his revenue collefted in the neighbourhood. 
According to the report thefe ifles and part of the neighbouring mainland form a 
pariih, whofe church is in Suil. 

• , , Take boat ; turn at the point of Suil, am carried by a rapid tide through the gut of 
^ Cuan ; vifit Eufdale, the noted Hate ifland, whofe length is about half a mile, and com- 
pofed entirely of .(late, interfe£led, and in fome parts covered, with whin-ftone, to the 
thickftels of fixteen feet: the ftratum of date' is thirty* fix, dipping quick fouth*eaft to 
north-weft. In order to be raifed, it is at firft blafted with powder j the greater pieces 
are then divided, carried off in wheel-barrows, and laftly fplit into the merchantable 

* From its varied colours it is called Coire bhreacain, or the fpotted or plaided cauldron. 

f Fordun, lib. ii. c. lo. 

I Made by the gentleman fent, in i jCq, by order of the General Aflemblyi to infpedt the ftate of religion 
in the iflandfl; dec* MS. 

J2 fizes, 
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fizes, from eighteen by fourteen inches, to nine by fix, and put on board at the price 
of twenty (hillings per thoufand. About two millions and a half are ibid annually to 
England, Norway, Canada, and the Weft Indies. In the dates are multitudes of cubic 
fyrita. In one place, about fixteen feet above high water-mark, juft over the dates, is 
a thick bed of fmall fragments, worn fmooth, as if by the a£tion of ihe waves, and mixed 
with them are multitudes of the common lea lliells ; a proof of the vaft retreat of the 
ocean in tbefe parts. 

There are many other good date quarries in this neighbourhood, as on the ides of 
Suil, Luing, Balna-hua, and Kerrera, and fome few oppofite to them 011 the coaft cf 
Nether Lorn. 

The boat takes us the length of the weftern fide of Suil. At the north point, turn 
into Clachan Firth, the narroweft ftrait I ever was in, dividing that idand. from Lorn, 
in parts fo contra£):ed as would admit the dinging an arch from (hore to liiore. The 
depth is very various : in fome parts fifty fathoms ; in others fo (hallow as to be ford' 
able at the ebb of fpring>tides. On the banks of the idand and mainland, the ftrata of 
(lone rife in form of walls, of a great height, and not above two feet and a half thick, 
extending far, fo as eafily to be miftaken for the bounds of an inclofure. 

Arrived in the beautiful f ay of Ard-maddie, or the height of the wolves. A heufe 
fmall, but elegant, (lands in front, and the (ides of the bay high, entirely cloathed. with 
wood. Here I find the kindeft welcome from my worthy acquaintance. Captain Archi- 
bald Campbell, tenant here to the Earl of Breadalbane, who, with the utmoll friendlhip, 
during the voyage charged himlelf with the care of my groom and my horfes. Here 
I alfo took leave of Mr. Archibald Thompfon, whofe attention to the objetls of my 
enquiries, obliging condud throughout, and (kill in his profedion, demand my warmeft 
acknowledgments. Thus ended this voyage of amufement, fuccefsful and faii^faQory 
in every part, unlefs where embittered with re(le£lions on the fuil'erings of my (bllow- 
creatures. Gratitude forbids my filence refpefting the kind reception I univerlally met 
with ; or the a£live zeal of every one to facilitate my purfuits ; or the liberal commu- 
nication of ev^.ry fperies of information, uietul or entertaining. 

I retired to my chamber, filled with refledions on the various events of my voyage ; 
and every feene by turns prefented itfelf before my imagination. As foon as my eyes 
were clofed. I difcovered that “ the (lumber of th-! body was but the waking of the 
foul •.”■ All I nad feen appeared to have been dull and clouded to my apprehenfion, 
ferving to evince “ that our waking conceptions do not match the fancies of our deep f.” 
1 imagined myfelf again gently waued down the found of Mull, bounded on each fide 
by the former dominions of mighty chieftains, or of heroes immortalized in thi: verle of 
Oilian. My cufy fancy was worked into a fpecic.s of enthuliafm, and. for a time it 

BocHed forth 

The forma of things unknown ; 

Turned them to (liapc, and gave to airy nuthvng 
A local habita^on and a name- 

A figure, dreffed in the garb of an ancient warrior, floated in the a?lr before me : his 
target and his clymore feemed of no common fize, andinoke the former ftrength of 
the hero. A graceful vigour was apparent in his countenance, notwithflandinp time 
had robbed him of part of his locks, and given to the remainder a venerable hoarinefs. 
As (bon as he had fixed my attention, he thus feemed to addrels himfelf to me : 

* Brown’i Rcligio Medici. f Ibid. 

“ Stranger, 
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“ Stranger, thy purpofe is not unknown to me ; I have attended thee (invifible^ ia 
all thy voyage ; have fympathifed with thee in the rifing tear at themifery of my once- 
loved country ; and fighs, fuch as a fpirit can emit, have been faithful echoes to thofe 
of thy corporeal frame. 

“ Know, that in the days of my exigence on earth I poflefled an ample portion of the 
trafl thou feed to the north. 1 was the dread of the neighbouring chieftains ; the* de- 
light of my people, their proteftor, their friend, their father : no injury, they ever re- 
ceived palled unrevenged ; for no one excelled me in conferring benetits on my clan, or 
in repaying infults on their enemies. A thoufand of my kindred followed me in arms, 
wherefoever I commanded. Their obedience was to me implicit, for my word was to 
them a law ; my name the moft facred of oaths. I was (for nothing now can be con- 
cealed) fierce, arrogant, defpotic, irritable : my paflions were ftrong, my anger tremen- 
dous ; yet I had the arts of conciliating the afFediions of my people, and was the darling 
of a numerous brave. They knew the love I bore them : they faw, on a thoufand oc- 
cafions, the ftrongeft proofs of my afFedkion. In the day of battle I have covered the 
weak with my Ihield, and laid at my feet their hollile antagonifis. The too grateful 
vaflal, in return, in the next confiid);, has fprung before me, and received*in his own 
bofom the lhaft that has been levelled at mine. In retreats from over-powering num- 
bers, I was ever laft in the field. I alone have kept the enemy at bay, and purchafed 
fafety for my people with a hundred wounds. 

** In the Ihort intervals of peace my hall was filled with my friends and kindred ; my 
hofpitality was equal to my deeds of arms ; and hecatombs of beeves and deer covered 
iny rude but welcome tables. My neareft relations fat next to me, and then fucceeded 
the bravefl: of my clan ; and below them, the emulous youth leaned forward to hear 
the gallant recital of our paft aftions. Our bards rehearfed the valiant deeds of our 
great ancefioi'S, and inflanied our valour by the fublimity of their verfe, accompanied 
with the infpiring found of the ear-piercing peebirechts. . 

“ I’he crowds of people that attended at an humble diftance partook of my bounty : 
their families were my care j for I beheld in their boys a future fupport of the greatnefs 
of my houfe, an hereditary race of warriors. 

“ My numerous kindred lived on lands the gift of my difiant progenitors, who took 
care to plant their children near the main flock : the cions took firm root, and proved 
in after-times a grateful fhclter to the parent tree, againfi the fury of the fevereft ftorms. 
Thefe I confidcred, not as mercenary tenants, but as the friends of good and of adverfe 
fortune. Tbdr tenures were cafy, their duchas * inviolate : I found my interefi inter- 
woven with theirs. In fupport of our mutual welfare, they •were enabled to keep a be- 
commg hofpitality. They chcrilhed their neighbouring dependents } and could receive 
my vifits in turn with a well-covered board. 

Strong fidelity and warm friendihip reigned among us ; difiurbed perhaps by the 
momentary gufts of my paflions : the fun that warmed them might experience a fhort 
’ obfeurity ; but the cloud foon pafled away, and the beams of love returned with im- 
proved advantage. I lived beloved and revered : I attained the fulncls of years and of 
glory.; and finiflied my courfo, attended to my grave with the full coranich of my la- 
menting people. 

“ My progeny for a time fupported the great and wild magnificence of the feudal 
reign. Their diflance from court unfortunately prevented them from knowing that 

• 

* From dulhaich, native country. They held their farms at a fmall rent, from father to fon, by a kind 
of preferibed right, which the Highlanders called dmhtu. This tenure, in (he feudal times, was efteemed 
facred and inviolable. 

they 
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they had a fuperior ; and their ideas of loyalty were regulated only by the refp. cl: or 
attention paid to their fancied independency. Their vailiils were happy or miferable, 
according to the difpofition of the little monarch of the time. Two centuries, from my 
days, had elapfed before their greatnefs knew its final period. The fliarkles of the 
feudal government were at length ftruck off, and poflibly happinefs was announced to 
the meaneft vaffal. The target, the dirk, and the clymore, too long abtifcd, were 
wrefted from our hands, and we were bid to learn tlie arts of peace, to fpreaJ the net, 
to (hoot the ftiuttle, or to cultivate the ground. 

“ The mighty chieftains, the brave and difinterefted heroes of old times, by a molt 
violent and furprifing transformation, at once funk into rapacious landlords ; di.-ten'iin jd 
to compenfate the lofs of power with the increafe of revenue ; to exchange the warm 
aft'eflions of their people for fordid trafh. Their vifits, to thofe of their forefathers, 
are like the furveys of a cruel land-jobber, attended by a fet of quick fighted vultures, 
Ikilled in pointing out the mod exquififo methods of oppreflion, or to inllruQ them in 
the art of exhaul! ing their purfes of fums to be wafted in diftant lands. Like the tafk- 
rnafters of Egypt, they require them to make brick without flraw. They leave them, 
in their primaeval poverty, uninftrufled in any art for their future fupport ; deprived 
of the wonted refources of the hofpitality of their lord, or the plentiful boards of his 
numerous friends. They experience an inftantaneous defertion ; are flung at once into 
a new ftate of life, and demand the foftcrihg hand as much as the molt infant colony. 
When I hover over our vales, I fee the fame naketlncTs exift, ihe fame mifery In habius- 
tion, the fame idle difpofition. Would 1 could have feen the fame fpirit and vigour as 
in days of yore 1 But the powers of their fouls are funk with oppreflion, and thofe of 
their bodies loft with want. They look up in dcfpair at our deferted callles ; and, worn 
out with famine and difoafe, drop into an unnoticed grave. 

“ 'I'he ties of affeflion among!! relations are now no more ; no diftinflion is at pre- 
fent made betwixt proximity of blood and the inoft diftant ft ranger. Intereft alone 
creates the preference of man to man. The thoul'ands that with joy expefted the return 
of their chieftain, now retire with fullcn grief into their cottages ; or, in little groupes, 
cxpi'cl's their rage in curfes both loud and deep. No vaffal now fprings to receive the 
weapon levelled at the breaft of the lord, but rallier willies to plant his own in the bolbm 
of the oppreffor. 

“ Ihc ancient native, full of the idea of the manly look of the warriors and-friends 
of his youth, is loft in admiration at the degenerate progeny : feature and habit are 
changed ; the one effeminated, the other become ridiculous by adopting tlie idle fa- 
fliions of foreign climes : loft to the love of their country ! loft to all the fweet afleciions 
of patriarchal life ! What then, may I fay, are the fruits of your travels ? What arts 
have you brought honve, that will ferve to bring fubfiftence to your people? To rc- 
corapcnce them for your drafted revenues ? What to clothe the naked ? To feed the 
hungry ? To furnilh them with^more comfortable protection from the inclemency of 
the weather ? They require no great matters j a fmall portion of raimenj, a little meal. 
With fad comparifon they learn, that chieftains ftill exift, who make’their people their 
care ; and with envy they hear of the improving ftate of the vaffals of an Aigyle, an 
Athol, a Breadalbane, and a Bute. 

“ Return to your country : inform thei^with your prefence ; reftorc them to the 
laudable part of the ancient manners ; eradicate the bad. Bring tljem inftruftors, and 
they would learn. Teach them arts’ adapted to their climate ; they would brave the 
fury of our feas in filhing. Send them materials for the coarfer manufactures ; they 
•would with patience tit down to the loom ; they would weave the fails to waft your 

navies 
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navies to viftory ; and part of tlicm rejoice to fliare the glory in the mofl: didant 
combats. Scleft a portion of them for the toils of the ocean : make your levies, en- 
roll them % difeipline ' them under able veterans, and feud annually to our ports 
the fmaller vellels of your tremendous navy. Trud them with fwords, and a Iniall re- 
taining pay. If you have doubts, eltabliflt a place d'annes, in vacant times, the depo- 
fite of their weapons, under proper garrifon. They would fubmit to any reftritlions ; 
and think no reftraints, founded on the fafety of the whole, an infringement of liberty, 
or an invallon of property. Legiflature has given tf.em their manumiilion ; and they 
no longer confider themfelvcs as part of the live flock of their chieftain. Draft them 
to dillant climes, and they will facrifice their lives in the jufl caufe of government with 
as much zeal as their fore-fathers did under thclawlefs dire£lion of my valiant anceflors. 
I.imit only the time of their warfare ; fweeten it only with the hopes of a return to their 
native country, and they will become willing fubditutes for their Southern brethren. 
Occupied in the foft arts of peace, tjiofe f]iould extend your manufa£lures ; and thefe 
would defend your commerce. Perfuade their governors to experience their zeal ; and 
let courtly favour rife and fall with their a£lions. Have not thoufands in the late war 
proved their finceriiy ? Have not thoufands expiated with their blood the folly of re- 
bellion, and the crimes of their parents ? 

“ If you will totally neglefl them; if you will not reflde among them; if you will 
not, by your example, inftrud them in the fcience of rural ceconomy, nor caufe them 
to be taught the ufcful arts : if you cannot obtain leave for them to devote themfelvcs to 
the fervice of their country, by deeds of arms ; do not at leaft drive them to dcfpair, 
by oppreflion : do not force them into a diftant-land, and neceflitate them to feek tran- 
quillity by a mcafure which was once deemed the punilhmcnt ofthemoft atrocious crimi- 
nals. Do not be guilty of treafon againit your country, by depriving it of multitudes of 
ufcful members, whofe defence it may too loon want, againd our natural enemies. Do 
not create a new fpecies of difaffeflion ; and let it not receive a more exalted venom, in 
a continent replete with the mod dangerous kind. Extremes of change are always the 
word. How dreadful will be the once-exident folly of Jacobitifm, transformed into the 
accurfed fpirit of political libertinifm ! 

“ Leave them (if you will do no more) but the bare power of exidence in their na- 
tive country, and they will not envy you your new luxuries. Wade your hours in the 
lap of didipation ; refign yourfelf up to the fafeinations of Acrafia ; and fport in the 
bower of blifs. Cover your tables with delicacies, at the expence of your famiflied 
clans. Think not of the wretches, at thofe feafons, lead jour appetite for the hors 
d’ouvres be palled, and you feel a momentary remorfe for death occadoned by ye, ye 
thoughtlefs deferters of your people ! With all my failings, I exult in innocence of fuch 
crimes ; and felicitate niyfelf on my aerial date, capable of withdrawing from the fight 
of miferics I cannot alleviate, and of oppreflions J cannot prevent.” 
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A TOUR IN SCOTLAND, ^c.--PART II. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS fecond part brings my journics of 1769 and 1772 to a concliifion. I beg 
leave to return thanks to the fcveral gentlemen who' gave thenifolves thetroui)lc of fup- 
plying me with materials, and with variety of remarks and llriflures that have ferved 
to correct the many miftakes I may have committed. 1 hojd myfelf peculiarly indebted 

to 

» Frazer, Efq. of Invemefs ; 

The Rtv. Mr. Mac-intyre, of Glenurchie j 
The Rev. Dr. Forgufon, of Mouline j 
The Rev. Dr. Bidet, of Logicrait j 
John Machenzie, Efq. of Dolvin ; 

Air. 'I’homas Marfliall of Perth ; 

Dr. Drummond ; 

The Rev. Mr.’ Duff, of TibbiTmoor ; » 

The Rev. Mr. Scott, of Mciglc ; 

John Haliburton, Efq. of Dundee j 

The Rev. Mr. Bell, of Aberbrothic j 

Patrick Scott, Efq. of RolCe 

Mr. Alexander Chriftic, late Provoft of Montrofe j 

Robert Barclay, Efq. of 1 1 rie ; 

Profeffor Watfon of St. Andrews ; 

George Skene, Efq, of Carefton ; 

Mr. James Gillies, of Brechin ; 

George Chalmers, Efq. of Dumferline j 

and fuperlatlvely ‘to 

Mr. George Allan, of Darlington. 
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I mull apologize to the public for fo haftily paffing over two places of which ampler 
;iccounts might have been cxpc£lcd. I have lived fo long in Chclter that a more 
minute hillory of it ought to have been given ; but after all, it would have feemed tri. 
vial, on the appearance of the labours or the Rev. Dr. Foot Gower, which the Public 
has very long expefted. I lhall rejoice on a future occafion to have opp )r(unity of 
drawing from fo rich a suagazinc, a variety of materials foi* a farther elucidaiion of the 
relpc£table capital of fo refpeftable a county. 

I wilh I could affign as good a reafon for my worfe than negleft of the venerable 
Lincoln. When I paffed through it in 1 769, 1 mufl have been planet-flruck, not to 
have obferved the amazing beauties of the .external as well as internal architec- 
ture of the cathedral. I could not llifle my remorfe. Lafl year I haftened thi- 
ther ; and with all figns of contrition, made the amende homrable\<doxc. the great door, 
1 truft that my penitence was accepted by the whole chapter. A recantation of the 
little rcfpedl I payed to its external elegance will be a fubjeft of a future volume, a 
Tour through the caftern parts of the Merciuin kingdom. 

Downing, March, I, 1776. * 'I'HOMAS PENNANT. 

For numbers of correftions in the prefent edition I am obliged to friendly ftriAures I 
received from Sir David Dalrymple, Baronet, of Hails. T. P. 

Downing, Dec. 26, 179^* 


Part II. 

AUGUST 15. Pafs this day at Ard rhaddie. The houfa commands a beautiful 
view of the bay, and the ifle of Suil, where the parilh church and the manfeof the 
miniftcr of the parifh are placed, acceflible at all times, by reafon of the naTrownefs of 
the channel of Clachan. This truft is hilly, finely wooded near the houfe, and on the 
adjacent part of the fiicre ; contains about eleven hundred examinable perfons, and 
abounds with cattle. A quarry of white marble, veined with dull red, is found on the 
well fide of the bay. 

This parilh lies in Nelher-Lorn, a dillrift of the vail county of Argyle. Thcfe di- 
vifioiis (for there arc three Lorns) were, in the time of Kobert Bruce, poffelTcd by the 
Mac-dougals, opponents of that prince ; paffed from them to the Stuarts ; but in the 
fifteenth century were transferred * into the family of the Campbells, by the mar- 
riages of three co-htircllcs, daughters of the laft Stuart, Lord of Loni. Sir Colin of 
Glenurchic, furnamed the black, took to his fliare Ifabel the eldell ; difpofed of the 
fecond to his half brother Archibald ; and referved for his nephew (Colin, firft F.arl of 
Argyle, then under his guardianflfip) the youngefl; Marratc Na Nhaghn, or Margaret 
the Rhymer. 

'Phis county was part of thd ancient Ergadia, or Jarghael, or land of the weftertt 
Caledonians, which extended as far as Gairloch, in the fhire of Rofe. ‘It formed part 
of the dominions of the old Scots, whofe kingdom reached from the Firth of.Clyde, 
along the whole coall, even as far as Dungfby head in Caithnefs f. 

Augull 14. Leave Arn-maddie. Ride along a fine road, for fome time by the 
fide of an arm of the fea, called, from the plenty of Ihells, Loch-fuchan. Go by a 


* MS. the Campbells. 


? A a 


f Doftor Maepherfon, J34. 
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heap of (lones, called Cairn- Alpine, becaufe from hence the bodies of the Alpiniades, or 
fucceflbi*s of that monarch, were embarked for interment in the fucred ground of Jona. 
After quitting this loch arrive in a barren trafl: of black heathy 'land, enlivened now 
and then with foine pretty lakes. Reach the banks of Loch- Aw, where that fine 
water is contraded to the breadth of about three quarters of a mile. Am wafted over 
in a horfe boat ; land on a fpot ftyled Port-fonnachan, and after about ten miles riding, 
pafs between hills, finely planted with feveral forts of trees, fuch as Weymouth pines, &c. 
and reach the town and callle of Inveraray *, feated on a fmall but beautiful plain', of 
the fide of Loch-Fine. This had long been the feat of the Campbells. It was inhabited 
about the latter end of the fourteenth century by Colin, furnamed Jongallach, or the 
Wonderful, on account of his marvellous exploits ; and, I may atld, his odd whims : 
among w'hich, and not the leaft, may be reckoned the burning of his houfe at Inveraray 
on receiving a vifit from the O'Nciles of Ireland, that he might have pretence to enter- 
tain his illufirious guefts in his magnificent field equipage. The great tower, which 
was Handing till very lately, w'as built by 'the black Sir Colin, for his nephew, the firll 
Earl of Argyle, at that time a minor t- I do not difeover any date to afeertain the time 
of its foundation, any further than that it was prior to the year 14*^0, the time of Sir 
Colin’s death. The power of the family, and the diilicult approach 10 the place, pre- 
ferved it from the infult of enemies, excepting in two inftanccs : in December, 1 644, 
amidd the fnows of this fevere climate, the enlerprifing Montrofe poured down his 
troops on Inveraray, through ways its chieftain thought impervious. 'I’he Marquis of 
Argyle made his efcape in a little fifiting boat, and left his people to the mcrcilcfs wea- 
pons of the invaders, who for a twelvemonth carried fire and fwonl through the whole 
Campbel race, retaliating, as is pleaded the fimilar barbarities of its leader. 

After the unfortunate expedition of his fon, in 1685, this place and people ex- 
perienced a frefti calamity : another clan, deputed by the government to carry dcftruc- 
tion throughout the name, was let flip, armed with the dreadful writ of fire and fword, 
to a£t at diferetion among an unhappy people ; feventeen gentlemen of the name were 
Indantly executed. On the fpot is ere£Ied a column, with an inl'cription, commemo- 
rating, with a moderation that docs honour to the writer, the jullicc of the caufc in 
which his relation fell. 

In 1715, Archibald, Duke of Argyle, then Earl of Hay, collected a few troops in 
this place, in order to prevent the rebels from becoming mailers of fo important a pafs, 
through which they might have led their forces to Glaigow, and from thence into the 
north of England. General Gordon approached within a fmall diftance, reconnoitred 
it, and aflually cut fafcincs to make* the attack i but was deterred from it by the de- 
termined appearance of the garrifon. 

The figure of the magnificent bridge over the Aray is engraved by Mr. Pennant. 
That fine llrufturc, built at the expence of goverraent, and dellroycd by the violent au- 
tumnal flood of this year. 

* The portraits in the callle are few ; of them two only merit notice. The firll is a 
head of the Marquis of Argyle, his hair ihort, his drtjfs black, with a plain white turu- 
over. . A dillinguilhed perfon during the reign of Charles I. and the confequent ufurpa- 
tion. A man, as his own father llyled him, of craft and fubtilty. In his heart no friend 
to the royal caufe, temporizing according to the complexion of the times ; yielding an 

* In Gallic, Inner aoro. 

f In the quarto edition of the Tour, I7<!)9, is a print, ruppoferl to be that of the oIJ chftle, copied from 
one infciibed with iu name j but the Gordons claim it as a view of Caftlc-Gordun, the feat of their 
chieftains. J Montrofe’s Wars, p. 43. 

8 hearty 
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hearty but fccret concurrence with the difilKded powers, and extending a feigned and 
timid aid to the (hackled royalty of Charles II. when he entrufled himfelf to his northern 
ftibjefts, in 1650. At all times providing pleas of merit with both parties, apparently 
fincere with the ufurpers only. With them he took an active part * during their pleni- 
tiule of power, yet atfirfl claimed only protedlion, freedom, and payment of his debts 
due from the Knglifl) parliament f. Ilis intereft feems to have been conllantly in view. 
While Charles was in his hands he received from that penetrating prince a promiflbry 
note for great honours and great emoluments |. He is charged w'ith encouraging his 
people in various adts of nturder and cruelty § ; but the provocations he had received 
by thi- horrible ravages of Montrofe, may perhaps extenuate retaliation on fuch of his 
neiglt hours, who, for any thing that appears, partook of the excefles. He is charged 
alio with poffefling himfelf of the eflates of thofe who w'cre put to death by his au- 
thority ; a charge not repelled in his fine defence on his trial. His generefity in de- 
clining to take an open part in the profecution of his arch enemy Montrofe, would 
have done him great honour, had he not nieiinly placed himfelf in a window, to fee 
the lallen hero pafs in a cart to receive judgment On the refloration, he fill a 
vittim to his manes. It was intended that he fliould imdergo the fame ignominious 
death, which was afterw'ards changed to that of beheading. “ 1 c(3iild, (fays he,) die 
like a Roman, but 1 chooie r-tlur to tfic like a Chriflian.” He fell with hcroifm ; in 
his lalt moments with truth exculpating himlelf from having any concern in the mur- 
thcr of his Royal Mafier ; calming his confcience with the opinion, that his criminal 
compliances were but the epidemic difeafe and fault of the times. I lis guilt of trea- 
fon was imiilputablo ; but the act of grace in 1C41, and the other in 1651, ought to 
have been hit|,feciirilies from a capital puniflnnent. 

Here is alfo a head of his fon, the Earl of Argyle, a ftcady, virtuous, but unfor- 
tunate charader. Firm to his truft through all the misfortunes of his Royal Mailer, 
Clharlcs I. Was appointed colonel of his guards in 1650, but fcorned to receive 
his commiffion from the tyrannical Hates of his country, and infilled on receiving 
it fr«)m his Majefly alone. Neitlier the defeats at Dunbar, or at Worceflcr abated his 
zeal for the dol'perate caufe j he betook himfelf to the Highlands, and fur a long time 
refilled the ufurping powers, notwithiUinding he was caft oiF, and his atiherents declared 
traitors by the zealous Marquis, his father ^[. SulVcred, after his fubmiflion to the 
irrcfilliblc tyranny of the times, a long iniprilumrcnt. His rcleafe, at the relloralion, 
fubjecled him but to frofii troubles ; ingratitude ftems to have been the firfl return to 
his Cervices. A bare recital of his luccefs with the repelling certain injuries 

done him, was entitled Le ifing-making, or creating difi'cnfions between his Majefly 
and his fuhjeds. For this, by the Scoitifh law, he was condemned to lofe his head : a 
fentence too unjufl to be permitted to be put into execution. After a long imprifon- 
ment, was reflored to favour, to his fortune, and to the title of Earl. In all his adions 
he preferved a patriotic, yet loyal moderation ; but in 1681, delivering in an explana- 
tion of an oath he was to take, 3s a ted not to attempt any alteration in church or 
date **, he was again dilgraced, tried, anil a fccond time condemned ; gpd ihe infamous 
fentence would have been executed, had he not efcaped Jrom the power of his ene- 
mies. In 1685, in concert with the Duke of Monmouth, he made a fatal attempt to 
relforc the liberties of his country, then invaded by James II. He failed in the defign, 
and was put to death on his former fentence. 

♦ Wliitrlockc, <563. 5^7, f The (ame, 529, J Biogrr. Br. it. IC50. (Edit. 174 ^ ) 

f St'jtc Trials, ii 417. J| Cavlc, iv. 629, ^ V\ hiulockc, 563. 

State Trials, iii. 441. 

On 
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On the day of execution he eat his dinner, and took his afternoon’s nap with his ufual 
compofure, falling with a calnmefs and conftancy fuitablc to the gooduel’s of his life. 

Juft before he left the prifon, his wife, a frugal lady, afked him for the golden but- 
tons he wore in his fleeves, left the executioner Ihould get them. “ Is this a time for 
fuch a requeft V* fays the brave Earl. He afeended the fcatfold, and then took them 
out and ordered them to be delivered to his Countefs. 

A little before bis death he conipofed his epitaph, 1 think ftill to be feen in the Grey- 
fryar s church-yard, Edinburgh. The vci fes arc rather to be admired, as they lliewed 
the ferenity of his mind at that awful period, than for the fmoothnefs of the numbers ; 
but the Latin tranllation, by the Rev. Mr. Jainilbu of Glafgow, cannot but be acceptable 
to every reader of taftc : 

Audi, hofpes, quicunqiic vcnis* tumulumque revifis^ 

£t rogatii quali crimine dndlui eram 

Non me enmen Iiahct, non me ma!ufi nhflulit error^ 

Et vitiuin niilhim, me pcpiilit patria. 

Solus amor patriae, verfquc immenfa cupldo 
DifTuetas juflit finncrc tela manus. 

Opprimor, en ! rediens, vi fol et fidudt* meorunii 
Hollibus ct faevis vidirna tern * cado 

Sit Hcct hie nofter labor irritus, Inud Deus a:qiiU3 
Dcfpicict pupulum Aeciild cinda liium. 

Namque ailus venict fatis melioribua urtus 
Qui toties tuptum tine bcabit opus. 

Sat n.ihi credo ^quatuvis ca ut cute fecetur) 

Hinc petor seiherei lucida templa poll. 

ThoUi pafTenger, who flialt Invc fo much times 
As view myr grave, and a/li what was rny crime : 

No ilain of errorj no black vices' brand. 

Did me compet to leave mv native land. 

Jjove lo my country, truth condemn'd to die. 

Did force my hands forgoiicii arms to try. 

More from friends' fraud my fall proceeded hath 
Than foes, tho' thrice they did attempt my death. 

• On my defign tho' Providence did frown, 

Yet God, at lail, will fiircly raife his own. 

Another hand with more fucccfsful fpeed, 

Shall raife the remnant, bruife the fcrpcnl’s head. 


The fine woods and cafcadcs at EfachofTen muft not pafs unnoticed ; nor the fertile 
■traft of corn-land between it and 'the fea ; nor the deer-p 4 rk, called Beauchamp, with 
its romantic glens ; nor the lake Du-Idch, near the foot of Glenfliiera, a frefli water, 
communicating with Loch-fine, which receives into it falmon, fea-trout, flounders, 
and even herrings, fo that ‘the family, during the feafons, find it a never- failing refer- 
voir of nfli. 

The tunny * frequents this and fcveral other branches of the fea, oa the weftern coaft 
during the I'ea'fon of herring.s, which they purfuc: the Scotch call it the Mackerel- 
fture, or ftor, from its ( noi'mous fize, it being the largeft of the genus. One that was 
taken off Inveraray, when I u as there in 1769, weighed -between four and five hundred 
pounds. 'I'hefe fifh are taken by a hook, baited with a herring, and, notwithftanding 
their vaft bulk, loon lofe their fpirit, and tamely fubmit to their fate. Their capture is 
not attended to as much as it merits, for they would prove a cheap and whoiefomc 


• Br. Zool. iii. No. 133, tab. ji. 
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food to the poor. The few that are caught are cut in pieces, and either fold frefh, or 
failed in calks. Tunnies are the great fupport of the convents in the countries that 
bound the Mediterranean fea, where they fwarm at Hated feafons, particularly beneath 
the great promontories of Sicily, theThunnofeopia * of the ancients, bccaule watchmen 
were placed on them to obferve the^ motions of the tunnies, and give fignals of their 
approach to the filhermcn. In Scotland they arrive only in fmall herds of five or fix, 
are dil'covered by their playing near the furface, and by their agility and frequent leaps 
out of the water. 

In the midft of the Duke’s eftatc, not far from the caflle, is a trail: of about a hun- 
dred a year value, the property of the Earl of Breadalbane t ; a gift of a chieftain of 
this houfe to an anceftor of his Lordihip, in order to maintain the valt train of followers 
that attended on the great in feudal days : fo that, whenever the owner of Taymouth 
pai<l his relpeits to his Lord in Inveraray, the fuite might be properly acetunmodated ; 
the difficulty of fupplying fo vaft an addition to, the family with forage might be <. b- 
viated, and quarrels prevented between two ijach little armies of retainers. 

Aug. 15. Return north, and reach Cladich, a village on the banks of Loch-aw, fo 
named from Evah, heirefs of the country about the year 1066, when the name was 
firft changed from that of Loch cruachan. I have here the pleafure of meeting Mr. 
Macintyre, niinilter of Clachan-clyfart, in the beautiful vale of Glenurchie He con- 
ducts me to a cairn, in which liad been found the allies perhaps of fome ancient huiitcr, 
and the head of a deer, probably buried with them, trom the opinion, that the de- 
parted Ipirit might Hill be delighted with its favourite employ during the union with 
the body ■, 

Eadtm fcquitur tellure repoftos. 

The cuftom of burning the dead was common to the Caledonians as well as the Gauls 
both Were attentive to the fccurity of thefe poor remains ; thnu dit a ne.;lect, iin| n ry, 
and the violation of them the greateft ail of enmity. The Iligtilanders to this d.w re- 
tain a faying, derived from this very remote cuffom. If thiy would expn ls the malice 
of an enemy, they would tell him timt was it in his power “ he woulii wilh to fee ih.eir 
allies floating on the water: Dhi/rige tu mo luatb leUifgc'* 

Take boat, and vilit Inch-had, a little ifle, on which had been a cvl! of CiffeiTiar.s, 
d( pendent on Dunkeld. Amidtl the ruins of the church are fome loinb.s of rude 
fculpture ; among others, one of a Catnpbel, of inveraw, of uncommon vvorkmanihip 
indeed ! 

Pal's under Fraoch Elal, a fmall but lofty ifland tufted with trees, w'ith the ruins of a 
fortrcls appearing above. 

A little higher to the north opens the difeharge of the lake ; a narrow ffrait, fliag- 
ged on each fide with w’oods. From hence, after a turbulent courfe of three miles, a 
feries of catarails, the water drops into Loch Etivo, an .irm of the fea. 

On the fide of this ffrait is a military road leading from Dalmalic to Bunaw ; ai.d 
near it is the cave of Mac Phaulan, a chieftain, who, taking part againrt his country 
with Edw. I. was purfued and llain in this retreat by the hero Wallcflte.* 

■Vilit Kilchurn caflle, a magnificent pile, now in ruins, foated on a low ifle, near the 
fouthern border of the lak*, whofe original name was Elan-keii-guhirn. 1 he fortn fs 
W'as built by Sir Colin Campbel, Lord of Lochow, who di^, aged 8 j, in 1480 : others 

• StiTibo, lib V. Oppian. Halleut. Kb. in 63^^. * 

+ It lias l.ittly betn cxc:han;;t(l by Prtatbilbanr, to arrnmmodate ibf Duke. 

Cuui luurtuls cremaut atquc dclodiunt apl.i vwcutibus oliin, Mvla. lib. iii. c. 2. 
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fa}’, by his lady, duting the time of his abfencc, on an expedition againft the infidels, 
fo which he might have been obliged by his profeflion, being a knight of Rhodes. 
His fucceflbrs added greatly to it. Within are feme remains of apartments, elegant, 
and of no great antiquity. The view from it of the rich vale, bounded by vaft moun- 
tains, is fine ; among which Crouachan foars pre-eminently lofty. 

This ifland was probably the original feat of the O’Duimhms, Lords of Lochow, the 
anccflors of the Campbcls, who, in the reign of Malcolm Canmore, affumed their pre- 
fent name, on account of the marriage of a Malcolm Mac-Uuimhm (who had gone 
into France in queft of adventures) with the heirefs of Bellus Campus, or Beauchamp 
in Normandy. From thofe lands Giallaefpig, or Archibald, his fon, took the name ot 
Campbol, came into England with the Conqueror, and, vifiting the country of his an- 
ceftors, married Evah, Ible daughter of the chieftain ; and thus became pofleffor of the 
eflate of Lochow. This barony, and the land of Ardfcordyrchc, were confirmed by 
Robert 1 . to Colin, fon of Nigel Canipbcl, by the tenure of providing for the King’s 
fervice, whenever it was demanded, a'fhip of forty oars, completely furnifhed and 
manned, aiid the attendance cuflomary- with the other barons of Argylelhire *. 

I mult not leave this parifh without mentioning a deep circular hollo w, in form and 
of the fize of a large cauldron, in a morafs near Hamilton’s-Pafs, on the fouth fide of 
the lake. '1 here is a t tidition that this was one of the vatts frequent in the Highland 
turberies, from which the old natives drew an un£tuous fubftance, ufed by them to 
Jye their cloth black,, before the introdudion of copperas, &c. The ingredient w'as 
'iolleded from the fides of the hole, and furface of the water j the cloth or yarn was 
boiled in it, and received a lading colour. 

Aug. 1 6. Continue my journey foi* fome time through the vale of GIcnurchic, pof- 
fefled by the Campbels I" fmee the time of Sir Colin before mentioned, anceftor of the 
Breadalbanc line, the famous knight, of Rhodes, furnamed from his complexion and 
from his travels Duibh Na Roimh, or Black Colin of Ronie |. This trad is of great 
fertiiity, embdliflicd with little groves, and watered by a fine ftream. The view bounded 
on one fide by the great hill of Crouachan, and on the other by that of Bcnlaoighc. 
T he valley now contracts into a glen, abounding with cattle, yet deftitute both of arable 
land ami meadow ; but the beads gather a good fudcnancc from the grafs that fprings 
among the heath. Sc;? frequently on the road fides fmall verdant hillocks, ftyled by the 
common peoph?, fhi an, or the Fairy-haunt, bccaufe here, fay they, the fairies, who 
love not the glare of day, make their retreat, after the Cclebraiion of their nodurnal 
revels. 

Pafs by a little lake, whofe waters run into the wedern fca. On the road fide a 
}cad-niine is worked to foine advantage, by means of a level. T’he veins are richeft 
near the furface, but dwindle away towards the foies. At this place enter the didrid 
of Breada'banc, in Perthfliirc, and broakfad at Tyendrum, or the houfe of height, 
being the moft elevated habitation in North Britain. Brcadalbane alfo fignifying the 
. lofticd trad of Albin, or Scotland. Thefe hills ai^- a part of that lofty range com- 
mencing at l-och Lomond, traverfing the country to the lirth of Oornoch, and called 
by fome writers, Drum- Albin. In my paffage, in 1769, from the King's-houfe to this 
plac -j 1 rode near the mountains of Beiidoran. One of them is celebrated for the 
hollow found it fends forth about twenty-four hours b* fore any heavy rain. The 
fpirit of the mountain flirieks §, warns the pcafants to fhelter their flocks} and utters 
- the fame awful prognodics, that Virgil attributes, to thofe of Italy ; 

• A nderfon’s Diplomat a. No. XLVII. + Buclunan’s Clans, lao. 

t MS. Hift. of the CampWs. § Offian. 
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Continuo ventU furgentibuSf ant freta ponti 
Incipitint agitata tumefcere, et arid us altis 
Montibus audiri fragor. 

When winds approach, the vexM fea heaves around ; 

From the bleak mountain comes a hollow found. Whartck. 

Immediately below the village of Tyendrum rifes the river Tay, which takes its 
courfe into the eaftern fea ; fuch oppofite currents have two dreams, not half a mile 
didant from each other. Ride over the fmall plain of Dalrie, perhaps the feat of the 
Dalreudini mentioned by Bede *, or the ancient government of Dalrieta, noticed by 
Camden, or perhaps from having been the feene of the following a£tion, was called 
Dabrie, or the King’s field. On this fpot was the conflift between Robert Bruce and 
the forces of Argylclhire, under Macdougal chieftain of Lorn, wben the former was 
defeated. A fervant of Lorn had feized on Bruce, but the prince efcaped by killing 
the fellow with a blow of his battle-ax ; but at the fame time lod his mantle and 
brotche, which the aflailant tore away in h!§ dying agonies. The brotche was long 

g eferved in the fiimily, at length dedroyed by a fire, that confumed the houfe of 
unolly, the refidence of the reprefentathre. One I have feen had been the property of 
Macleane of Lochbuy, in the ifle of Mull, and is faid to be made of filver found on the 
edate. The woiitmanfhip is elegant, and feems to be of the time of Queen Elizabeth t. 
It is about five inches diameter at bottom. Round the upper margin is a low upright 
rim ; within that are ten obeliiks, about an inch and a quarter high, prettily dudded, 
and the top of each ornamented with a river pearl. Thefe furround a fecond rim ; 
from that rifes a neat cafe, whofe fidps projeft into ten demi-rounders, all neatly dud- 
ded. In the center is a round crydalline ball, a magical gem, fuch as deferibed in the 
tour of 1769. This cafe may be taken off; has a confiderable hollow, in which 
might have been kept amulets or reliques ; which, with the aflldance of the powerful 
done, mud needs prove an infallible prefervative againd all harms. 

Enter Strath-fillan, or the vale of St. -Fillan, an abbot, who lived in the year 703, 
and retired the latter end of his days. He is plcafed to take under his protection the 
difordered in mind ; and works wonderful cures, fay his votaries, even to this day. 
The unhappy lunatics are brought here by their friends, who fird perform the cere- 
mony of the Deafil, thrice round a nrighbouring cairn ; afterwards offer on it their 
rags, or a little bunch of heath tied with worded ; tlien thrice inimerge the patient in 
a holy pool of the river, a fecond Bethefda^ and, to conclude, leave him fad bound 
the whole night in the neighbouring chapel. If in the morning he is found loofe, the 
faint is fuppofed to be ptropitious ; for if he continues in bonds, his cure remains 
doubtful ; but it often happens that death proves the angd that releafes the shifted 
before the morrow, from all the troubles of this fife. 

The Deafil 4!, or turning from ead to wed, according to the courfe of the fun, is 
a cudom of high antiquity in religious ceremonies. The Romans § praCtifed the mo- 
tion in the manner now performed in Scotland. The GauHih Druids made their cir- 
cumvolution in a manner direCtly reverfe : but the Druids of Gaul> and Britain had 
probably the fame reafon for thefe circum-ambulations j for es they held the- omni% 
prefence of their God, it might be to indru^ their difciples, that wherefoever they 

♦ Lib. i. c. I. 

f This fine ornament Is in the poffeflion of the Rev. Dr, Lort» late Greek Profiffor at Cambridge, who 
favoured me with the Joan of it. 

J From Deas or Lcs, the right-hand, and Syl, the fun. § Plinii Hift Nat, lib. XJiviii. c 2. 
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turned their face, they were fure to meet the afpefl of the Deity •. The number of 
turns was alfo religioufly obferved in very ancient days : thus the arch enchantrefs 
Medea, in all her charms attends to the facrcd three : 

Ter fe convertIt» ter fumtis flumine crinctn 
Irroravit aquis ; ternis ululatibus ora 
Solvit) et in dura fubmiiTo poplite terra) 

NoX) ait) &c. 

She tura*d her thrice around* and thrice fhc threw 
On her long trefles the no^urnal dtw ; 

Then yelling thrice a moft terrific found) 

Her bare knee bended on the flinty ground. 

The faint, the objeft of the veneration in queftion, was of moll lingular fervice to 
Robert Bruce, according to the credulous Boethius, infptring his foldiery with un* 
common courage at the battle of Bannockburn f, by a miracle wrought the day before 
in his favour. His Majedy’s chaplain wa§ direflcd to biing with him into the held, the 
arm of the faint, lodged in a filver Ihrine. The good man, fearing, in cafe of a de> 
feat, that the Englilh might become mailers of the precious limb, brought only the 
empty cover ; but, ‘while the King was invoking the aid of &t. Fillan, the lid of the 
flirine, placed before him on the altar, opened and (hut of its own accord : on in< 
fpeftion, to the wonder of the whole army, the arm was found rellored to its place ; 
the foldiers accepted the omen, and alTured of vi£lory, fought with an enthuliaftn that 
enfured fuccefs. Ingratitude for the allillance he received, that day from the faint, 
he founded here, in 1314, a priory of canons regular, and confecrated it to him. At 
the diflblution, this houfc, with all the revenues and fuperioritses, were granted to an 
anccllor of the prefent poflelTor the Earl of Breadalbane J. 

This part of the country is in the parilh of Killin, very remote from the church. As 
the chapel here is dcllitute of a refldent miniller. Lady Glenurchy, with dillinguilhed 
piety, has juft eftablilhed a fund for the fupport of one; has built a>good houfe for 
his accommodation,- and Lord Breadalbane has added to the glebe. 

The tra£l is at prefent almoft entirely llockcd with fouth<cuuntry Ihecp, which have 
in a manner expelled the breed of black cattle. Sheep are found to turn more to the 
advantage of the proprietors ; but whether to the benefit of the community, is a doubt. 
The live Hock of cattle of this kingdom decreafes ; from whence will our navy be 
vi£lualled ? or how will thofe, who may be to- purchafe animal food, be fupplied^ 
if the mere private intereft of the farmer is fuffered univerfally to take place ? Mil^ 
lions at this time look up to the Lcjgiilature for reftridionii, that will once more re-> 
ftore plenty to thefe kingdoms. 

Pafs near the feat of Rob>Roy* the. celebrated fcee-booter mentioned in the former 
volume. 

Enter Glen-Dechart* and go by the ftdes of Loch>Dochart, beautifully- ornamented- 
trees. In a lofty iiland embofomed in wood, is the ruin of a caftle, one ot the 
nine under the. rule of the great knighL of Lochow. It was once taken by the Mac-* 
gregors* in- a manner that did credit to the invention of a rude age. The place was 
not accel&ble during fommer the alTailants therefore took advantage-of a froft, formed 
vaft fafeines of ftraw and boughs of trees, rolled thefe before them on the ice, to pro- 
lefl them againft the arrows of the g^fon, till they could get near enough to make 

• Borhfe'B Ant!q..CornvaI, 135.. -f- Boethiiu, jc 2 . Keith, 441. 
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their attack, by fcaling at once the walls of the fortrefs. Tlie Veltce * of the northern 
nations were of this kind : the ancient Swedes and Goths praftifed an attack of the 
fame nature ; but did, what perhaps the Mac-gregors might alfo have done, wait for a 
high wind in their favour, roll the Veltaj as near as poflible to the fort, fet them on fire, 
and under iavour of the flame, diflrefling the beliegcd, never failed of a fuccefsful 
event. 

I muft obferve that the Mac-gregors were of old a moft potent people. They pof- 
fefled Glenurchie, were owners of Glen-Lion, and are even faid to have been the ori- 
ginal founders of Balloch or Taymouth, or at leaft to have had their reOdcnce there 
before they were fucceeded by the Campbells t» 

Somewhat farther, oppofite to the farm of Acheflan, Is a fmall lake, noted for a float- 
ing ifland, fifty-one feet long, and twenty-nine broad, that fhifts its quarters with the 
wind. It has (like the iflands pf the Vadimonian lake, fo elegantly deferibed J by the 
younger Pliny) ftrength fulHcient to carry an involuntary voyage, the cattle that might 
lie furprifed feeding on this mobile folumt deceitjpd with the appearance of its being firm 
land. It cannot indeed boaft of carrying on its furface the darkfome groves of thofe on 
the Cutifian w'aters ; but, like the Lydian Calamina §, may be launched from the fides 
of the lake w ith poles, and can fl»w plenty of coarfe grafs, fome fmall willows, and a 
little birch tree j]. 

Proceed by the fides of the river, fince its paflTage through Loch-Dochart, afluming 
the name of that lake. The pearl-fifhery in this part of the river fome years ago was 
carried on with great fuccefs, and the pearls were eftcemed the faireft and largeft of any. 

The military road through this country is planned with a diftinguilhed want of judg- 
ment ; a feries of undulations, quite, unneceflary, diftrefs the traveller for a confidcrable 
part of the way. Near Achline the eye begins to be relieved by the fight of inclofures ; 
and fome plantations begin to hide the nakednefs of the country. On approaching the 
village of Killin, every road and every path was filled with groupes of people, of both 
fexes, in neat drelTes, and lively plaids, returning from the facrament. A fober and 
decent countenance diftinguiflied every party, and evinced the deep fenfe they had of 
fo folemn a commemoration. Breadalbane in general is exempt from the charge of 
impropriety of conduct on ihefc occafions, which happens fometimes ; and by the un- 
difeerning, the local fault is indifcriniinately attributed to the whole. 

Crofs two bridges. The river here forms two iflands, beautifuHy^lanted with firs : 
Inifhbuy, the moft eaftcrly, is remarkably pifturefque, the water rolling with tremen- 
dous force on each fide for a long trafi over a feries of broken rocks, and fhort but 
quick-repeated catarafls, in a channel of unfpeakable rudenefs. 

Reach Killin, or Cill-Fhin, from the tradition of its having been the burial-place of 
Fingal. Here is an excellent inn, built by Lord Breadalbane, who, to the unfpeakable 
comfort of • the traveller, eftabliflied others at Dalmsflie, Tycndrum, and Kenmore, 
where they arc as acceptable as caravanferas in the Eaft. 

Mount Strone Clachan, a hill above Mr. Stuart’s, the mlnifter’s houfc, and am over- 
paid for the labour of th^ afeent by a moft enchanting view. A moft delicious plain 
fpreads itfelf beneath, divided into verdant meadows, or glowing with’ ripened corn ^ 

• ‘Olaut Magnus de Gent. Sept. lib. vii. c. tt, 9. f Buchanan’s Clans, : 38, 139. . 

t ’£pift. lib. viii. £p. so. ^ PlintiNat. Hift. lib. ii. c. 95 ' 

U The thicknefs of this iile is twsnty.five inches. Perhaps, as Mr.'Gahn affirms to be the cafe of otlier 
floating illanda, this might have originated from the twilled roots of the fcliznus tnarifeus, and fcirptis 
czrpiiofua, converted into a more firm mafs by the addition of the carex exfpitofus. Vide Amxn. 
Acad. VII. 166. 
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embeliifhed with woods, and watered with rivers uncommonly contrafted. On one 
fide, pours down its rocky channel the furious Dochart ; on the other, glides between, 
its wooded banks the gentle Lochy, forming a vad bend of dill water, till it joins the 
fird ; both terminating in the great expanfe of Loch-Tay. The northern and fouthern 
boundaries fuit the magnificence of the lake j but the northern rife with fuperior ma- 
jedy in the rugged heights of Finlarig, and the wild fummits of the dill loftier Laurs, 
often patched with fnow throughout the year. Extenfive woods clothe both fides, the 
creation of the noble proprietor. 

At the foot of the fird, amidd woods of various trees, lie the ruins of the cadle of 
the fame name, the old feat of the Campbells, the knights of Glenurchie, and built by 
Sir Colin between the years 1513 and 1523 *. The venerable oaks, the vad chefnuts, 
thealh trees, and others of ancient growth, give a fine folemnity to the feene, and com- 
pliment the memory of progenitors, fo dudious of the benefit of poderity. Tradition 
is loud in report of the hofpitality of the place,, and blends with it tales of gallantry ; 
one of fedivity, terminatmg in -blood and daughter. Amidd the mirth of a chridening, 
in the great hall of Fining, inhabited, t think, at that time by Sir Robert, fon of the 
chieftain, news arrived that the Mac*donaIds of Keppoch had made a creach .into the 
lands of fome of their friends, had acquired a great booty, and were at that timepafiing 
in triumph over the hill of Strone.clachan. ITie Campbells, who were then adembled 
in numbers to honour the occafion, took fire at the infult, and, warm with the convivial 
cheer, darted from the table to take fudden revenge.. They afeended the hill with 
thoughtlefs bravery to begin the attack, were overpowered, and twenty cadets of the 
family left dead upon the fpot. News of the difader was immediately fent to Taymouth, 
the refidence of tlie chieftain, who difpatched a reinforcement to thofe who had efcaped. 
They overtook the Mac-donalds at the braes of Glenurchie, defeated them, flew the 
brother of the chieftain, refeued the booty, and. returned .back triumphing in the com- 
pletion of their revenge. 

Augud 17. Crofs a large arch over the Lochy, winding to the north-wed, through 
a fmallbut elegant glen, whofe fertile bottom is finely bounded by woods on both fides. 
Turn fhprt to the cad, and continue my journey on a fine road, at a confiderable height 
above Loch-Tay.. The land dopes to the water edge, and both above and below the 
highway forms a continued trad of cultivated ground, rich in corn, and varied with 
grovM and plantations. The abundance of inhabitants on this fide furpafies that of 
any place in Scoflt*^ of equal extent ; for from Finlarig to the forks of the Lion, about 
fifteen miles, there are not fewer than feventeen hundred and eighty fouls, happy under 
a humane chieftain. Their habitations are prettily grouped along the fides of the hill, 
are fmall and mean, often without windows or. doors, and are the only difgrace to the 
magnificence of the feenery. 

The oppofite part of the -lake is lefs populous, and lefs fertile ; yet from the patches 
of corn-land, and the frequent woods, exhibits a mofl; beautiful view. 

In going through Laurs obfbrve a druidical circle, lefs complete than one that fhould 
have l^n mentioned before, at Kinnel, a little fouth'-wefl; ofrKillin } which confifis of 
fix vail lionet, placed equi-dillant firom each other* 

The windings of the lakeHIn the courfe of the ride become very cpnfpicuous, appear- 
ing to form three great bendings. Its. length is about fifteen miles, the breadth one: 
the depth in many places a hundred fathoms j and even within as many yards of the 
ihore is fifty fathoms deep. It abounds with fifli, fuch as pike, perch, falmon, char, 

* Slack Book at Taymouth. 
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trout, famlets, minnows, lampries, and eels; A fpecies of trout is found here that 
weighs thirty pounds. 

All this country abounds with game, fuch as grous, ptarmigans, ftags, roes, &c. 

Roes are in a manner confined to Glen Lion, where they are protedted by the prin- 
cipal proprietor. Foxes are numerous and deflrudlive. Martins are rare ; but the 
yellow-breafted was lately taken in the birch woods of Rannoch. The otter is common. 
The vulgar have an opinion that this animal has its king or leader ; they deferibe it as 
being of a larger fize, and varied with white. They believe that it is never killed, 
without the hidden death of a man or fome other animal at the fame infiant; that its 
ikin is endued with great virtues, is an antidote againfl; all infedtion, a prefervative to the 
warrior from wounds, and infures the mariner from all difafters on the watery element. 

The cock of the wood, or capercaille,''or capcrcalze, a bird of this genus, once fre- 
quent in all parts of the Highlands, is now confined to the pine forefts north of Loch • 
nefs : from the fize it is called the horfe of the woods, the male fometimes weighing 
fifteen pounds. The colour of the bread i» green, rcfembling that of the peacock : 
above each eye is a rich fcarlet Ikin, common to the grous genus : the feet of this and 
the black cock are naked, and the edges of the toes ferrated j for thefe birds, fitting 
upoK trees, do not want the thick feathery covering with which nature hath cloathed 
thofe of the red game and ptarmigan, who during winter are obliged to refide bedded 
in the fnows. Bilhop Lefly * deferibes three of the fpecies found in Scotland ; the 
capercalze, which he truly fays feeds on the extreme flioots of the pine, the common 
grous with its feathered feet, and the black cock : he omits the ptarmigan. It has been 
my fortune to meet with every kind : the three lad frequently j the capercalze only at 
Invernefs. 

Woodcocks appear in Breadalbane in the beginning or middle of November ; but 
do not reach Ard-maddie, or, I may fay, any part of the wedern coad of the Highlands 
till the latter end of December, or the beginning of January : they continue there in 
plenty till the middle or latter end of March, according to the mildnefs or rigour of the 
fcafon, and then difappear at once.. In the fird feafon they continue arriving in fuc- 
ceflion for a month ; and in every county in Scotland (where they are found) fly regu- 
larly from ead to wed. Their fird landing-places are in the cadern counties, fuch as 
Angus, Merns, &c. ufually about the end of Odober i but their day in thofe parts is 
very diort, as woods are fo fcarce. Woodcocks are very rarely feen in Caithnefs ; and 
there are dill fewer in the Orknies, or in the more remote Hebrides : one or two ap- 
pear there, as if by accident driven thither by tempeds, not voluntary migrants. There 
is no account of thefe birds having ever bred in Scotland, any more than of the fieldefare 
and redwing j yet all three make their dimmer refidence ia Norway,, from whence, in 
all probability, many of them vifit our iflands. 

Sea eagles breed in ruined towers, but quit the country in winter ; the black eagles 
continue there the whole year. , They were fo numerous a few years ago in Rannoch, 
fhar the commiflioners of the fqrfeited edates gave a reward of five (hillings for every 
one that was dedruyed. In a little time fuen numbers were bropght in, that the 
honourable board thought fit to reduce the reward, to three (hillings and fix- 
pence } but a fmall advance, in proportion as the birds grew fcarcer, in all probability 
would have efftded their cxiirpation. But to refunie the journey. The whole road 
on the fide of the lake is excellent, often croiTed by gullies, the effeds of great rains, or 
torrents from the melted fnow. The public are indebted to Lord Breadalbane not only 

* Hift. Scotix, p. 74. The female of the capercalze ia of the colour of tie common grous. 
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for the goodnefs of the way, but for above thirty bridges, all -made at his expcnco, to 
facilitate the paflage. Crofs the opening into the little plain of Fortingal, mentioned 
in my former Tour, noted for its camp, the moft northern work of the Romans that I 
could get any intelligence of. It feems to have been the caftellum of fome advanced 
party in the time of Antonine, or Coinmodus, or perhaps a temporary flation in that of 
Severus, in whofc reign the Romans abandoned thefe parts. A copper vcflel, with a 
beak, handle, and three feet, was found in it. I did not hear of any coins met with on 
the fpot ; but, in digging the .foundation of a tower near Taymouth, fourteen filver 
denarii were difeovered, but none of a later date than Marcus Aurelius. 

I mud alfo commemorate again the wonderful yew-tree in the church-yard of Fortin- 
gal, whofe ruins meafure fifty-fix feet in circumference. The middle part is now de- 
cayed to the ground ; but within memory was united to the height of three feet : 
Captain Campbell, of Glen-lion, having aflfured me that, when a boy, he has often 
climbed over, or rode cn, the then connefting part. Our anceftors feem to have had 
a cladical reafon for planting thefe difmal trees among the repofitories of the dead ; 
and a political one, for placing them about their houfes : in the firft infiance, they were 
the fubfiitutes of the invifa cupreffus ; in the other, they were the defigned provifion of 
materials for the fturdy bows ol our warlike anceftors, ♦ 

Who drew, 

And almod joined, tlie horns of the tough yew. 

In the days of archery fo great was the confuinption of this l^ecies of wood, that the 
bowyers were obliged to import ftaves of yew * for making the belt fort of bows. This 
tree is not univerfally difperfed through England in itsHiative date; or at Icaft is now 
in moft parts eradicated^ on account of its noxious qualities ; yet it is ftill to be found 
in quantities on the lofty hills that bound the water of the Winander, thofe near Rydal 
m Weftmorcland, and on the face of many precipices in different parts of this kingdom. 

Not far from the church is the houfe of Colonel Campbell, of Glen-lion, a beautiful 
vale that runs feveral miles up the country, watered by a river of the lame name. 

I mull add to my accouut of the cryllal gem in poffellion of that gentleman, that 
there was a remarkable one in poffelfion of Sir Edward Harley, of Brampton Brian, fet 
in a filver ring, refemblirig the meridian of a globe, with a crofs on the top, and on the 
rim the powerful names of Uriel, Raphael, Michael, and Gabriel. This predicted 
death diftated receipts for the cure of all curablcs t ; and another, of much the fame 
kind, even condefeended to recover loft goods J. It was cuftomary in early times to 
depofit thefe balls in urns or fepulcfires. Thus twenty were found at Rome in an ala- 
ballrine um, cafed with two great ftoncs, and lodged in a hollow made in each to receive 
it. The contents were (befides the balls) a ring with a ftone fet in it, a needle, a comb, 
and fome bits of gold mixed with the allies : the needle Ihewed thefe remains to have 
been thofe of a lady. 

In the tomb of Childeric, King of France, was found another of thefe balls. Some 
Merlin might have bellowed it on him ; which mull have been an invaluable gift, if it 
had the fame pow<;rs with that given by our magician to the Britilh Prince. 

Such was the glafTy globe that Merlin made. 

And gave unto King Ryence for his gard. 

That never foes his kingdom might invade, 

Rut he it knew at home before he hard 
i Ty dings thereof, and fo them Hill d^barrM ; 

♦ Statute 33 Hen. VIII. c.9. fe£t. 6. f Aubrey’s MifcdlaDies. | IWiL 
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It was a famous prefcnt for a prince, 

And worthy worke of infinite rewardc. 

That treafons cou’d betray, and foes convince : 

Happy this realme had it remayned ever Aucc ^ ! 

Approach nearTaymouth, keeping dill on the fide of the lake. Leave on the right, 
not far from the (horc, the pretty ille of Loch-Tay, tufted with trees, (hading the 
ruins of the priory. From the ancient inhabitants of this holy ifland, the prefent 
noble owner has liberty of filhing in the lake at all times in the year ; which is denied 
to the other land*owners in the neighbourhood. But it was nccefl'ary for the monks 
to be indulged with that privilege, as their very exiftence depended on it. To this 
ifland the Campbells retreated at the approach of the Marquis of Montrofe, where tijcy 
defended thcmfelves for fome time againd that hero. A (hot narrowly mifled him, 
which enraged him to that degree as to caufe him indantly to carry fire and (word 
through the whole country. It was taken and garrifoned j but in 1654 was furren- 
dered to General Monk f- 

On the right is a plantation, the orchard of* the monadery. In it is a black cherry* 
tree that meafures, four feet from the ground, ten feet three inches in circumference. 

Crofs the Tay on a temporary bridge, juft below its difeharge from the lake, where 
it properly begins to alTume that name. A moft elegant bridge is now conftrudfing In ’ 
this place, under the direflion of Captain Archibald Campbel, after a defign by Mr. 
Baxter, partly at the expence of Lord Breadalbanc, partly by that of the neighb.>uring 
gentry, and partly by aid of the commidioners of forfeited eftates. It cunfills of three 
large arches, and a ftnaller on each fide, in cafe of floods. Reach 

Taymouth, his lordfhip’s principal houfe, originally called Balloch cadle, or the cadle 
at the difeharge of the lake ; was built by Sir Colin Campbel.. fixth .knight of Lochow, 
who died in the year 1583. 'Ihc place has bem much modernized iince the uays of 
the founder ; has the addition of two wings, and loft its caftellatcd form,. as well .is the 
old name. We are informed that this Sir Colin “ was an great jufticiar all his tyme* 
throchtht quhille he fuftenit that dadlie feid of the Clangregour ane lang fpacc. Aiid 
befydis that he caufed execuft to the death many notable lyrameris. He behaddit the 
Laird M‘Grcg' himfclif at Candomir in prefence of the Erie of Atholl, the juftice clerk, 
and fundrie other noblemen 

By a poem I met with in the library at Taymouth, it appears that this unfortuna'e 
chieftain, furnamed Duncan Laider, or the Strong, made a very, good end ; and deli* 
vered, in penitential rhymes, in Spenfer’s- manner, an account of his pad life, his furrow 
for. his fins, and his pathetical farewell to the various feenes of his plundering expl .its. 
Like Spenfer, he perfonifies the vices. The two firft ftanzas.will fuflice fora fpeciinca 
of his manner : 

Qiihn paifii wes the tyme o( tendiV age. 

And "youth with infolence maid acqijeniance. 

A lid wkkitnefs enforced evill courage, 

Quhill Might with Crueltie .maid alliance ; 

Then Falfhead tuke on him the governance# 

And me hetaucht ane bouihald for tq gydc 
Callit evil companie, baith to gang' and ryde.* 

My maiflcr houfhald wen hcicht OppreffiouDj 
Reif my fteward that cairit of na wrang ; 

MurthurCf lauchtirtay of ane proftffiouOt 
My cubicularis, bene thit yearis lang : 

Kccept, that oft tuik mony ane fang, 

'Was porter to the yettis, to oppin wyde, 

And Covaiice wes chamberlaue at ail tydcw 

• Spenfer^i Fairy Queen, Book (11. c. a. ftaoza ai. f Whitclock’s Mem. 593. X Black Bo^k. 
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The mofl: remarkable part of the furniture of Taymouth is the portraits ; here being 
a moll confidcrable colledion of the works of Jamefon, the Scotch Vandyck, an eleve 
of this family. 

In the fame room with the famous genealogical pidure are about twenty heads of 
perfons of the fame family. Among them is the laft Sir Duncan Campbell, a favourite 
of James VI. ; and not lefe fo of Anne of Denmark ; who', after the acceffion, often*by 
letter folicited his prefence at her new court ; and fent him, as a mark of innocent 
cftcom, a ring fet with diamonds, and ornamented with a pair of doves. 

'I’he other pi£tures of Jamefon’s performance are in a fmall parlour ; but unfortu* 
nately much injured by an attempt to repair them. There are the heads of 

William Graham, Earl of Airth, 1637. He was originally Earl of Menteith, a title 
derived from a long train of anceftors. He was much favoured by Charles I. who in- 
dulged his pride by conferring on him, at his requeft, the earldom of Strathem, 
which he pretended to, as being defeended from David Stuart, nephew to David II. 
Unfortunately his vanity induced him to hint fome pretenfions to the crown. Cltarles 
punilhed his folly by depriving him of both earldoms ; but, relenting foon after, created 
him Earl of Airth, with precedence due to tlie creation of Malife, E. of Menteith by 
James I. 

John Lord Lefsly, 1 636, afterwards Diike of Rothes *. He died in 1681; and had, 
according to the extravagant folly of the times, a funeral of uncommon magnificence f. 
The Duke of York being at that time in Scotland, was afleed how be Ihould be buried, 
his highnefs anfwered as chancellor of Scotland ; his relations, ill verfed in courtly lan- 
guage, concluded that his funeral was to be at the public cxpencc, and beftowed on it a 
luin their circumftances would not admit of. But a happy confequence of this vanity 
was a law reftri£ling the idle expence of coftly funerals. 

James, Marquis of Hamilton, 1 636, afterwards Duke of Hamilton. 

Mary, Marchionefs of Hamilton, 1636, daughter to the former, and on the death of 
her brother, heirefs to the title and fortune This lady is diftinguiflied for her works of 
piety and charity, in the ifle of Arran, by the glorious title of the Good. 

Archibald Lord Napier, 1637, grand-fon of the celebrated John Napier, author of 
the Logarithms. 

William Earl Marilhal, 1 637, a remarkable fufferer in the caufes of Charles I. and II. : 
rewarded, on the reftoration, with the privy feal of Scotland. 

The Lord of Loudon, 1 637, afterwards chancellor of Scotland. 

Thomas Hamilton, Lord Binning, fon of the firft Earl of Hadington, and fuccclTor 
to the title. In 1640, being commandant of the garrifon of.Dunglas, then held for the 
Covenanters, was blown up, with fcveral other perfons of quality, by the defperate 
treachery of his page, an Englilh boy, who had been infulted by the company on ac- 
count of fome fuccefs of the Scots, and in revenge fet fire to the powder magazine ; 
one gentleman, who at the time (food at an open window, was blown out and fur- 
vived ; the boy’s arm was found in the ruins with a ladle in it, with which he was fup- 
pofed to hav^ carried the fuel. 

John Earl of Mar, 1636, made Knight of the Bath at the creation of Henry, Prince 
of Wales. 

Sir Robert Campbell, of Glenurchie, 1641. 

Sir John Campbell, of Glenurchie, 1642. 

* Vide Vol. I. los! f Reprefented in four ‘large plates, publiihed hj Thomas Sontmers. 
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In the drawing room arc two portraits, by Vandyck, of two noble brothers, diftin- 
guiihfd charafters in the unhappy times of Charles I. The f'lrft may be (lilcd one of 
the molt capital of that great painter’s pcfformanccs. Sir Robert Walpole, the bell 
judge of paintings in his time, was of tliat opinion, and would have given any price for 
it. 'rher.' is particular reafon for the exquilite finilhing of this picture ; Vandyck was 
jiatronized Ly his lonlfhip, lived with him at Holland houfc, and had all opportunity to 
complete it at full leifure. The beautiful, the courtcoup, the gallant Henry Rich, Earl 
of Holland, is reprefcnied at full length, drefled with the (‘legancc he might have ap- 
peared in to win the afteclions of the Oueeii of his unfortunate mailer. He appears in 
a white and gold doublet ; a fcarlet mantle, laced with gold, flows gracefully from him ; 
his white boots are ornamented with point ; his armour lies by hhn. Charles was 
llruck with jealouly at the partiality flicwn to this favourite by Henrietta. He dircfled 
his lordlhip to confine himfcH to his houfe ; nor was the rellraint taken ofl', till the 
Ouocn rt iiil'ed on that account, to cohabit with her royal fpoufe.* But neither loyalty 
to his mailer, nor tendernefs to his fair millTefs, could prevent him from Joining the 
popular party after rcccMving every favour from the court, his earldom, the garter, 
command of the guard, and groom of the Hole. With unfcttled principles, he again 
deferted his new friends, fliifting from fide to fide. At length, immediately before the 
murder of his fovcriign, roufed by the dangers of one to whom he was lb much in- 
debted, he made a fmgle clT'ort in his favour ; but, on the lirll appearance of danger 
(as he had done more than once) fled the attack, was taken, and ended his days on the 
I'calfoU, falling timidly, inglorious, iinpilicd. 

In the fame room is the portrait of his elder brother Robert Earl of Warwick, high 
admiral of England, in he fervice of the parliament. The fliipsin the back ground 
denote his profellion. His perfon, like the Earl of Holland’s, elegant ; his mind more 
firm, and his political conduct more coherent. He left a court he had no obligation to ; 
adhered to the Parliament as long as it cxillcd, and fupported himfelf by the power of 
Cromwell, as foon as the tyrant had deltroycd that inllrument of his ambition. He 
■was of great popularity with the puritanical party, kept open houfe for the Divines of 
the times, was a conllant attendant at their fermons, “ made merry with them and at 
them, which they dilpenfed with. He became the head of their party, and got the 
llyle of a godly man. Yet of fuch a licence in his words and in his actions, that a man 
of Icfs virtue could not be found outf.” What a pi£lurc of fanatical priell-hood ? 
which could endure, for its own end, the vices of the great } yet at the fame time, be 
outrageous agaivilt the innocent pleafurcsof the multitude. 

In the dining room are portraits qj'a later time. John, the firft Earl of Breadalbane, - 
a half length, in his robes. His lady, daughter to the unfortunate Holland, is in an- 
other frame, near him. His lordfliip was unhappily a didiuguiflicd charafter in the 
reign of King William. He had formed a humane plan for conciliating the affections 
of the clans by bribing them into loyalty, till rcfletlion and cooler times would give 
them opportunity of feting the benefits that w'ould refuU from change of government. 
The chieftains at once attended to his propofals ; and, at the fame timp, gave affurance 
to their old mailer, that they would preferve terms* no loqger than was confident with 
his intereft. Enraged at their perfidy, and perhaps actuated by feudal refentment, he 
formed the common feheme in North Britain, of extirpation by fire and fword. The 
moll pcrnicifius indeed of the clans was finglod out for execution j but the manner and 
ihcfeafon were attended with circimill.mccs of fuch a nature, thatcaxfed the indifferent 
to Ihudder ; the clans to relent with & long and fatal revenge. 

* Royal and Noble Authorn, i, 132. ad td. f Clarendon, 
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In the library is a hiftory of Thebes, in vcrlc. 

The will of Duncan Laidcr, before quoted ; a long poem in manufeript. 

His lordlliip’s policy * furrounds the houfe, which Hands in a park, one of the few 
in North Britain where fallow deer arc feen. 

The ground is in rctnarkably fine order, owing to his lordlhip’s adiduity in clearing 
it from the Hones wiiii which it was once covered. A blafier was kept in conHant c*m- 
ploy, to blall with gunpowder the great Hones j for by rcafon of their fize, there was 
no other method of removing them. 

I’he Berceaii walk is very magnificent, coinpofed of great lipic trees, forming a fine 
Gothic roof, four hundred and fifty y.\rds long. The fouth terrace on the banks of the 
Tay is eighteen hundred yards long ; that on the north, two thoufand two hundred, 
and is to extend as far as the junction of the Tay and the Lion, about eighteen hun- 
dred more : each is fifty feet wide, and kept witli the jieatuefs of the walks of a London 
villa. The river runs with great rapidity, is clear but not colourlefs ; for its pcllucid- 
nefs is that ofbrowa cryHal, as is the cafe with moH of the rivers in Scotland. The 
Tay has here a wooden bridge, two hundred feet long, leading to a white feat on the 
fide of the hill, commanding a fine view up and down Strath Tay. .The rich meadows 
beneath the winding of the river, the beginning of Loch-Tay, the difeharge of the river 
out of it, the pretty village and church of Kinmore, form a moH plcafing.and magnifi- 
cent prol'pcfl. 

The view from the temple of Venus is that of the lake, with a nearer fight of the 
church and village : the two fides of the tine w’ater are feen to vaH advantage. 

Much flax is cultivated in thefe parts. A few years ago, when pramia were given 
for the greateH crops, from feventy to a hundred and twenty hogflieads of lin-feed were 
annually fown ; and each peck yielded two Hones of drefled flax ; and when the yarn 
fold higheH, two thoufand pounds worth has been fold out of the country. The 
prefent low price aftefts the trade of the country, yet Hill more flax is imported than the 
land produces. 

Oats, bear t, and potatoes are the other crops. Oats yield from four to fix-fold at 
the moH, oftener lefs j bear, from eight to ten, at an average, fix. The corn railed 
feldoni fuffices the number of inhabitants j for they are often obliged to have recourfe 
to importation. 

Every perfon has his potatoc-garden ; and they often change the fort : the London- 
Lady has been found to I'uccecd beH, which in fome farms yields from feven to ten fold. 
Some people have diHilled from this root a very ftrong fpirit, which has been found to 
be cheaper than what is diHilled from any grain. Statch is' alfo made of it j and, in 
fome families, bread. 

Corcar, or the Lichen omphaloides, is an article of commerce ; great quantities have 
been feraped from the rocks, and exported for the ufe of the. dyers, at the price of a 
fliilling or fixteen pence a Hone. 

A good many fheep are now reared here. The beH.fiit weathers fell for eleven (hil- 
lings each. Thofe of the old fmall kind for only fix. Much wool is fent out of the 
country. 

'I'he beH black cattle have been fold for five guineas per head ; but the ufual price of 
the four year old is about five and forty fliillings. While on this fubjeef, I cannot help 

Thie w')r<l fivnities liurc, irrproverTi^ntii, or dcmcfiie. 

t A variety ot liuiky wiih itpiart: heads, and four ruws of frrain, c.illed by old Oerrard, Bearc 
.alley, or Ibrlcy and Hordcum polyllichum vtroum, to cliilingiiifh it from ihc romm >0 kind, wliich 
* ilylis iio.dcuin dyllichoa. iu fuiu barren land;;, and ripens early, which ricummt.iids the ulc in this 
iuy cixiiiate. 



PENNANT’^J second Toua IN SCOTI.ANn. 


■379 

mentioning tl'c dlflrefsful ftatc of iliii country, previous to the rcbdllon; for, till (he 
year 1745, I.^rd lircadalbane was obliged to keep a condant guard for the prot,;6lion 
of his valfals caiile, or to retain fpirs among the tiiicvilh clans, having too much fpirit 
to fuhnilt to pay the infamous tax of black meal to the plundering chieftains. 

Kewhorfi a are reared here. Such which feed on the tops of the higher hills are of- 
ten aiFeftcd with a dillenipcr lliat commonly proves fatal, if a remedy is not applied 
within twenty-four hours. It attacks them iu the months of July and Augull, ui'uallv 
after a fall of rain, on or before the dew riles in the morning. An univerfal fwclling 
fpr cads over the body; the remedy is cxcrcife, chafing, or any method that promotes 
urine and perl’piratlon. The vulgar attribute this evil to a certain animal that feattens 
its venom over ‘he grafs ; but more probably it arifes from fomc noxious vegetable 
hitherto unobferved. 

Augull 1 9. (.Irofs the Lion at a ford near its union with the Tay. 'I’o the north 
foars the rocky hill of Shi-hallin, or the paps ; and to the left lies the road to Ram- 
noch, noted for its lake and pine foreft. , 

Vifit Caftle Mcnzles, the feat of Sir Robert Menzies, placed romanticly at the foot 
of the northern fide of Strath-Tay. The woods that rife boldly above, and the grey 
rocks that peep between, are no fniall oinbcllifliincnt to the vale. Tar up the hill are 
the remains of a hermitage, formed by two lidos of native rock, and two of wall, fome 
centuries pad, the retreat of the cliicf of the family, W'ho difgufted with the world, re- 
tired here, and rcfigiicit his fortune to a younger brother. 

Crofs 'I’ay-bridge, and vilit on the oppofite fide, Monefs, a place Mr. Fleming is fo 
happy as to call himfcif owner of. A neat walk condufts you along the fides of a deep 
and wcll-wooJcd glen, enriched with a profufion and variety of cafeades, that ftrike 
with aftonifinnent. The firft, which lies on the left, runs down a rude ftaircafe with 
numbers of landing-places, and patters down the fteps with great beauty. Advancing 
along the bottom, on the right, is a deep and darkfome chafin, water-worn for ages; 
the end filleil with a great cataraft, confiding of fcveral breaks. The rocks more pro- 
perly arch than impend over it, and trees imbrown and fliade the whole. 

Afcend a zig-zag walk, and, after a long labour, crofs the firlt cafeade. The path 
is continued among the woods to the top of the hill : emerge into a corn-field, re-enter 
the wood, and clifcovei’, from the verge of an immenfe precipice, another cataraft, 
forming one vad dicct, tumbling into the deep hollow, from whence it gulhes furioufly, 
and is indantly lod in a wood beneath. 

No dranger mud omit vifiting Monefs, it being an epitome of every thing that can 
be admired in the curiofity of water-falls. ^ 

Augud. 20. Leave Tay mouth. Soon reach the eaftern extremity of Lord Bread- 
albane’s edate ; which, I may now fay from experience, reaches near a hundred miles ; 
having feen the other end among the date illands in the wedern fea. 'I'he ancedor of 
Lord Breadalbaiic’s being alkcd why he placed his houfe at the extremity of his edate, 
anfwcred, that he intended it Ihould be in time in the middle of it. hi thofe days he 
might have a profpeft of making his words good. ^ 

Ride along the banks of the Tay. The riveo flows in frequent Reaches of confider- 
able length, which are finely bordered with corn-fields, ‘intermixed with fmall ‘groves; 
both which fpread on both fides, far up the hills. Crofs Tay-bridge, and continue the 
fame fort of pleafing ride, with one variation only, and that for a finall fpace, where 
the banks heighten, and arc cloathcd with hanging woods ; and, near them are a few 
rifings covered with broom. 

A little 
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A little below Tay-bridge enter that (livifion of Perthfhire, called Athol, infamous, 
fays Camden, for its witches ; with more truth, at prefent, to be admired for its high 
improvements, natural and moral. 

Enter the parilh of Logicrait, containing about 2,200 inhabitants. Go through the 
Kulc town of Logierait, in feudal days the feat of the regality court, where the family of 
Athol had an extenfive civil and criminal jurifdiflion. By power delegated from the 
crow'n, the great men had formerly courts, “ with fock, fack, pitt * and gallons, toil! 
and hame, infangthief and outfangthief, had power to hald courts for flauchter ; and 
to doe juftice upan anc man taken with theift, that is feifed thairwith in hand havc-and, 
or on back bearand.” Juftice was adminiftered with great expedition, and too often 
with vindidve feverity : originally the time of trial and execution was to be within three 
funs : about the latter end of the laii: century, the execution was extended to nine days 
after fentence : but, on a rapid and unjuft execution in Hamilton t> in the year 1720, 
the time was to be deferred for forty days, on the fouth, and fixty on the north, of the 
Tay, that the cafe might reach the royal e?r, and majefty have opportunity of exerting 
its brighteft prerogative. 

Above the town, is the poor remnant of the caftle, defended on the accelfible fide by 
a deep ditch : the other is of great fleepnefs. It is laid to have been a hunting feat of 
Alexander III. The profpeft from hence is fine ; for three beautiful vales, and two 
great rivers, the Tay and the Tumel, unite beneath. This was felefted as the place of 
execution, that the criminal might appear a ftriking example of juftice to fo great an ex- 
tent of country. I muft add, that Cexcciitetir de la haute jujlice had his houfc free, and 
two pecks of meal, and a certain fecj for every difeharge of his office. 

Defcend, and am ferried over the Tumel : reach the great road to Blair, and turn- 
ing to the left, reach DaUhian ; where on the funimit of a little hill, in an area of a 
hundred and fixty feet diameter, is the ruin of Sr. Catherine’s chapel : on the accef- 
fible fide of a bill is a ditch of great depth. This place feems to have been an ancient 
Brkifh poll ; and that in after-times the founder of this chapel might prefer the fitua- 
tion on account of the I’ccurity it might afford to the devotees in a barbarous age. 
There are in other parts of this parifb remains of chapels, and other religious founda- 
tions, as at Killichaffio, Tillipurio, Chapeltown, and Hlgir ; and at Killichange may be 
feen a ruin, furroundctl with woods, with the rolling waters of the Tumel ^ding fo- 
lemnity to the fituation. 

Enter the parifh of MouHne, Ma-oline, or the little lake, from the wet fituation of 
part : that cal.'cd the Hollow of Mouline is the moft fertile. The parifh contains about 
two thoufamf five hundred fouls. 'I'heir manufafturcs, and thofe of Logierait, are the 
fame : in both great quantities of flax being fpun into yarn ; and much flax imported 
from Holland and the Baltic for that purpofe, befides what is raifed in the country. 
Nctwithftanding the apparent fertility of thefe vales, the produce of oats, bear, and 
potatoes, is not etjual to the co’nfumption j but quantities of meal are imported. Bar- 
ley bread is much ufed in thefe parts, and eftcemed to be very wholefoine. 

To the honour of the landlords of all the tra^s I pafCed over fince my landing, none 
of the tenants hafe migrated. They arc encouraged m manufactures, and rural a*con- 
omy. 'The ladies promote th‘e article of cleanlinefs among the lower order of females 
by little preemia : for example the Huchefs of Athol rewards with finart hats the lafties 
who appear neateft in thofe parts, where her Grace’s influence extends. 


Ift 


* Women were ufually punifaoi by drowning- f I.ife of Captain Porteous. London 1737, p. 38. 
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In this parifli are confiderable natural woods of oak: they are cut done in twenty 
years for the fake of the bark, which is here an important article of commerce. The 
timber fells at little or no price, being too fmall for ufe. 

The common difeafes of this country (I may fay of the Highlands in general) are 
fevers and colds. 'I’he putrid fever makes great ravages. Among the mva eohors 
febrium which have viilted the earth, the ague was till of late a llranger here, 'fhe 
Glacach, or, as it is foraetimes called, the Mac>donalds diforder, is not uncommon. 
The afllifted finds a tightnefs and fullnefs in his chelt, as is frequent in the beginning 
of confumptions. A family of tb.* name of Macdonald, an hereditary race of Mac- 
haons, pretend to the cure by glacach, or handling of the part alFefted, in the fame 
manner as the Irilh Mr. Greatreaks, in the lall century, cured by ftroking. The Mac- 
donals touch the part, and mutter certain charms but, to their credit, never accept a 
fee on any entreaty. 

Common colds are cured by Brochan, or water gruel, fwcetened with honey ; or 
by a dofe of butter and honey melted in fpirit^ and adminiftered as hot as poflioie. 

As I am on this fubje£l;, I (hall in this place continue the lid of natural remedies, 
which were found efficacious before they began to 

Fee the DoAor for his nanfeous ()i aught. 

Adult perfons freed thcmfelves from colds, in the dead of w'inter, by plunging into 
the river ; immediately going to-bed under a load of cloaths, and fweating away their 
complaint. 

Warm cow’s milk in the morning, or two parts milk and one water, a little treacle 
and vinegar made into whey, and drank warm, freed the Highlander from an inveterate 
cough. 

The chin-cough was cured by • a decodion of apples, and of the mountain a(h, 
fwc!etencd with brown fugar. 

Confumptions, and all the diforders of the liver, found a fiinple remedy in drinking 
of binter-milk. 

Stale urine and bran made very hot, and applied to the part, freed the rheumatic 
from his excruciating pains. 

Fluxes were cured by the ufe of meadow fweet, or jelly of bilberry, or a poultice of 
flour and fuet ; or new churned butler ; or ftrong cream and frcfli (uet boiled, and 
drank plentifully morning and evening. 

Formerly the wild carrot boiled, at prefent the garden carrot, proved a relief in can- 
cerous, or ulcerous cafes. Even the faculty admit the falutai*y elfeft of the carrot-poul- 
tice in fweetening the intolerable fcctor of the cancer, a property till lately negledfid 
or unknown. How realbnable would it be therefore, to make trial of thefe other re- 
medies, founded in all probability, on rational obfervation and judicious attention to 
nature 1 

Perfons affefted with the fcrophula imagined they found benefit by expofing the 
part every day to a ftream of col& wafer. 

Flowers of daifies, and narrow and broad leaved f lantane, were thought to be reme- 
dies for the ophthalmia. • 

Scabious root, or the bark of alh tree burnt, was adminiftered for the tooth-ach. 

The water ranunculus is ufed'inftead of canihradcs to raife blifters. 

But among the ufeful plants, the Corr or Cor-meille * mud not be omitted,. whole 
root dried are the fupport of tlie Highlanders in long joumics, amidll the barren hills 

♦ Orobiis tuberofixs, wood Hudu Tl. Ang. 274. 
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clcftiluto of the fupports of life; and a finall quantity, like the alimentary powders, will 
for a long time repel the attacks of hunger. Infufed in liquor it is an agreeable bever- 
age, and, like the Nepenthe of the Greeks, exhilirates the mind. I'Vom the fimilitude 
of found in the name, it feems to be the fame with Chara, the root difeovered by the 
fuldiers of Caefar at the liege of Dyrrachium *, which fteeped in milk was fuch a relief 
to the fairiifhed army. Or wc may reafonably believe it to have been the Caledonian 
food deferibed by Dio f, of which the quantity of a bean would prevent both hunger 
and third ; and this, fay.s the hidorian, they have ready foredl occafions. 

Among the plants of mere rarky, mud be reckoned the trailing thyme leaved Azalea, 
and the reclining Sibbaldia. The firft is found on Crouachan, and on Benmore ; the 
lad on Benmore. 

Mr. John Stuart informed me, that he bad difeovered, iti fome part of Breadalbane, 
the Betula Nana, or Dwarf Birch. This plant grows in plenty in fome boggy ground 
in the canton of Schweitz, where the natives believe it lo be the fpecios with which our 
Saviour was fcourged ; and from that period it was curfed with a ftunted growth. 

For bums, they boil cream till it becomes oil, and with it anoint the part. 

The Itch declines in proportion as cleanlinefs gains ground. It may happen that 
that diforder may be fought in the purlieus of St. Giles’s, and otl-cr feats of filth, po- 
verty, and debauchery, in our great tow-ns. 

During the unhappy civil wars of this kingdom in the laft century, a loathfomc and 
horrible diftemper, originating from the vices of mankind, made its appearance in (he 
Highlands, and was fuppofed to have been communicated firft by the parliament’s gar- 
rifon at Inverlochy. It has fince diffufed itfelf over mod parts of the Highlands, and 
even crept into the Lowlands, feeming to have accomplifhed the divine menace, in vific- 
ing the fins of the father upon the children to the third and fourth generation. 

The recital is difagreeable, but top curious to be fuppretTed ; and therefore, not to 
betray the delicate mind into a difgufting narrative, I throw it into the Appendix, and 
leave the perufal to the choice of the reader. 

I fltall now proceed from the diforders of the body to thofc of the foul ; for what 
elfe are the fuperftitions that infe£t mankind ? a few unnoticed before are ftill preferved, 
or have till within a fmall fpace been found in the places I have vifited, and which may 
merit mention, as their exiftence in a little time may happily be loft. 

After marriage, the bride immediately walks round the church, unattended by the 
brldt^room. The precaution of loofening every knot about the new-joined pair is 
ftriftly obferved, for fear of the penalty denounced in the former volumes. It muft be 
remarked that the cuftom is obferved even in France, newr raiguUlctta being a com- 
mon phrafe for difappointments of this nature. 

Matrimony is avoided in the month of January, which is called in the Erfc the cold 
month ; but what is more, fingular, the ceremony is avoided even in the enlivening 
month of May. Perhaps they might have caught this fuperftition from the Romans, 
who had the lame dread of entering into the nuptial ftate at that I'cafon j for the a.no- 
rous Ovid informs us, 

4 . ' 

* Ntt' vidux txdis eadcmi nec vi'rginis apta 

Tempura, qua; ijupfit non diuturna iuit. 

H?.c cpiocjuc dc caufa, fi te proverbia tangunt, 

Meiilt malas Maio fiubcrc viilgwaait. Faliij v. 
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No tapers then fhall burn ; for never bride, 

Wed in ill feafon, lonjr her blifs tiij jy’d. 

If you are fond of prove bs always fay, 

No lafs proves thrifty, who is wed in May. 

After baptifm, the firft meat that the company taftes is crowJie, a mixture of meal 
and water, or meal and ale thoroughly mixed : of this ever)' perfon takes three fpoon- 
fulls. 

d’he mother never fets about any work (ill Arc has been kirked. In the church of Scot- 
land there is no ceremony on the occafion ; but the woman, attended by fome of her 
neighbours, goes into the church, fomttimes in lervico-timc,but oftenerwhen it is empty; 
goes out again, furrounds it, rofrt Aies herfclf at fome public-houfe, and then returns 
home. Before this ceremony flie is looked on as unclean, never is permitted to eat 
with the family ; nor will any one eat of the vidtuals flie has drelfed. 

It has happened that, after baptifm, the father has placed a baiket filled with broad 
and cheefe on the pot hook that impended ov^r the fire in the middle of the room, 
which the company fit around ; and the child is thrice handed acrofs the fire, with the 
defign to frultrate all attempts of evil fpirits or evil eyes. This originally feems to have 
been defigned as a purification, and of idolatrous origin, as the Ifraclites made tlicir 
children pafs through the fire to Moloch. The word ufed for charms in general is colas 
or knowlege, a proof of the high reput<! they were once held in. Other charms were 
llyled paiders, a word taken from the Paler nojler, A necklace is called padreuchain, 
bccaufe on turning every bead they ufed one of thefe paiders. Other charms again are 
called toifgculs, from the ufe of particular verfes of the gofpel. 

The fuperftition of making pilgrimages to certain wells or chapels is (till preferved : 
that to St. Phillan’s is much in vogue ; and others again to different places. The ob- 
jcft is relief from the diforders mankind labour under. In fome places the pilgrims 
only drink of the water ; in others they undergo immerfion. 

A Highlander, in order to protect himfelf from any harms apprehended from the 
fairy tribe, will draw round himfelf a circle with a fapling of the oak. This may be a 
velique of ilriiidifm, and (jnly a continuation of the refpetf paid to the tree held in fuch 
veneration by the pricflhood of our anceftors. 

They pay great attention to their lucky and unlucky days. The Romans could not 
be more attentive on fimilar occafions; and lurcly the Highlander may be cxcufod the 
fuperftition, fince Auguftus* could fay that he never went abroad on the day following 
tlu; NimJina, nor began any ferious undertaking on the Nona, ami that merely to avoid 
the unlucky omen. The ticot’ifh mountaineers cfteeni the 14th of May unfortunate, 
and the dtay of the week that it has happened to fall on. Thus Thurfday is a black day 
for the prelent year. 

They arc alfo very claflical in obferving what they firft meet on the commencement 
of a journey. They confider the looks, garb, and character of the firft perfon they fee. 
If he has a good countenance, is decently clad, and has a fair reputation, they rejoice in 
the omen ; if the contrary, they proceed with fears, or return home, an(i begin th(.ir 
journey a fccond time. * 

The beltein, or the rural facrifice, on the firfi of May 0 . S., has been mentioned 
before. Hallow eve is alfo kept facred : as loon as it is dark, a perfon lets fire to a 
bufli of broom faflened round a pole, and, attendeil with a crowd runs about the village. 
He iheti flings it down, keeps great quentiiy of combutlible matters 41 it, and makes a 
great bonfire. A whole triu^l is thus Illuminated at the fame time, and makes a tine 


* Suctouius, vit. Aug. e. 92. 
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appL'.iranco. The c.uT)ing of the fici*}' polo appears to bo a relique of drindifm ; for, 
lays Doctor Borlafo *, fjres pnfcrre was clteemed a fpccics of paganilm, forbidden by 
ilio Gallic councils, ami tlie (uccujQres facitkivum were condemneil to capital punilhnienl, 
as if they facrificed to tlid dovil. 

The Highlanders ionn a fort of almanack or prefage of the weather of the cnfuijig 
year in the following manner; They make obforv.ition on twelve days, beginning *at 
tlie lad of December, and Iiold as an infallible rule, that whatfoever weather happens 
on each of thofe days, the fame will prove to agree in the correl'pondent months. Thus, 
January is to anfwer to the weather of Deccnilvr the 3ilt ; February to tliatof January 
jft ; and fo with the reft. Old people Hill pay great attention to this augury. 

To thofe fuperftitioiis may be added certain cuiloms now worn out, which were pe- 
culiar to this country. 

In old times the great Highland families fent their heir, as foon as he was weaned, 
to Tome wealthy tenant, who educated him in (he hardy manner of the country, at his 
own expcnce. When the foller-fatlier ;*cftorcd the chiKl to his parents, he always fent 
with him a number of cows, proportioned to his abilities, ns. a nuirk of the fenfe he had 
of the honour done him. A ftrong attachment ever after fubfifted between the two fa- 
milies: the whole family of the fofter-fathcr was received under the protedion of the 
chieftain, and held in the higheft efteom. 

To this day the greater chieftains are named by their clans from fomc of their an- 
ceftors, eminent for ftrength, wifdom, or valour. 'J'hus the Duke of Argyle is ftyled 
IVIac-chaileau inhoir, the fon of the groat Colin. Lord Brcadalbane, Mac-chailcan 
mhfe Dhonachi, (he fon of Colin, fon of Duncan. I'he head of the family of Dunftaf- 
lage, Mac-In nais an Duin, or the fon of Angus of the hill. 

Mod of the old names of (he Highlanders were derived from feme perfonal property. 
Thus Donald or Don-fhuil fignifies brown eye ; Fin-lay, white head ; Dun-can, brown 
head ; Colin, or Co-aluin, beautiful ; and Gorm-Ia, a blue eye. 

The old Ilighlanders were fo remarkable for their hofpitality that their doors were 
always Iwft open, as if it were to invite the hungry travellers to walk in and partake of 
their meals ; but if two crofs fticks were feen at the door, it was a fign that the family 
was at dinner, and did not defire more guefts. In this cafe the churl was held in the 
higheft contempt; nor would the molt preffing neceflity induce the palTenger to turn 
in. Great hofpitality is ftill preferved through all parts of the country to the ftranger, 
whofe charafter or recommeifdations claim the moft diftant pretenfions. But this virtue 
muft ceafe, or at heft Icft'en, in proportion as the inundation of travellers incrcafes ; a 
quick fucceftion of new guefts will lx; found to be a trouble,and an cxpeiice unfup))ort- 
ablc ; but they will have this confolation, that good inns will be the confequence even 
of a partial fubverfion of the hofpitable fyftem. 

Strid fidelity is another diftingnifliing chanicler of the Highlanders. Two iiiftanccs, 
taken from diftant periods, will be fuflicieiit proofs of the high degree in which th('y 
poft'efs this Ihining virtue. In the reign of James V.,,when the Clan chattau had r.iif jJ 
a dangerous infurreftion, attended with all the barbarities ufual in thofe days, the Earl 
of Murray raifed his people, fupprclTed the iiifurgents, and ordered two hundred of the 
principal prifoners to execution. As they were led one by one to the gallows, the Karl 
offered them a pardon in cafe they would difeover the lurking place of theif chieftain ; 
but they unanimouily told him, that were they acquainted with it, no fort of punifhnicnt 
ihould ever induce, them to be guilty of a breach of trull to their leader f. 

• Antiq. Cornwall, 1 36. t I-eHy originf, moribui, ct rebus grflb Scotorum, 405. 
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The Other example is taken from more recent and mcixcnary days. In the year 
1746, when the young pretender preferred the prefervation of an unhappy life by an 
inglorious flight, to' the honour of falling heroically with his faithful followers in the 
field of Cullodcn, he for five months led the lile of a fugitive, amidft a numerous and 
various fet of mountaineers. He trufled his perfon often to the lowoft and moll dilTo- 
lute of the people ; to men pinched with poverty, or accullomed to rapine ; yet neither 
the fear of punithment for aflifling the wretched wanderer, nor the dazzling allurement 
of the reward of thirty thoufand pounds, could ever prevail on any one to violate the 
laws of hofpitality, or be guilty of a breach of trull. They extricated him out of every 
difficulty ; they completed his deliverance, preferving his life for mortifications more 
aflli£ting than the dreadful hardffiips he futlained during his long flight. 

Soon after entering the parifli of Mouline, leave on the right tdradour. At this 
place, on the top of a ftcep ilcn, arc the remains of a circular building, called the Black 
callle, about fixty feet diameter within fide, and the walls about eight feet thick. It is 
fuppofed to have been inhabited by an Englifli*baron who married a Scots iieirefs in the 
reign of Edward I. There is another about a mile weft from the village of Mouline, 
near Balyou’an, and a third on an eminence fouth of the former. One of thefe an- 
fwers to another fimilar at Killichange, in the parifli of I.ogierait. Some cohjedurc 
thefe round buildings to have been intended for making fignals with fires in cafe of 
invafions ; others think them to have been Tigh Fafky, or a ftorehoufe for the conceal- 
ment of valuable eflefls in cafe of hidden inroads. The firll is a very probable opinion, 
as I can trace, approaching towards the w'cft fea, a chain of thefe edifices, one within 
fight of the next, for a very confidcrable way. It is not unlikely, if fearch was made, 
but that they may even extend to the eaft fea, foas to form a feries of beacons crofs this 
part of the kingdom. 

My worthy follow-voyager, Mr. Stuart, has, from remarks on feveral in the neigh- 
bourhood of Killin, enabled me to trace them for feveral miles. To begin w'ith the 
molt eaftern, next to thofe I have mentioned, there is one on the hill of Drummin, 
oppofitc to Taymouth, on the fide of the vale ; another lies within view, above the 
church of Foriingal : on the hill Druim-an-timhoir is a third, oppofite to Alt-mhuic, call 
of Miggerny : one under the houfe of Cafldy, called Caftal-mhic-ncil ; and another, 
about lialf a mile weft, of the name of Caftal-a-chon-bhaican, a crooked ftone called 
Con-bhacan, being erefted about two hundred feet eaft from it, and fo named, from a 
tradition that the Nimrods of old times tied their dogs to it with a leathern thong, when 
they returned from the chace. The figure of this building dill'crs from the others, 
being oval* : the greateft length within the wall is feventy-one feet ; the breadth forty f 
the thicknefs at the fides twelve feet, at the ends only eight. The door at the call end 
low and narrow, covered with a flag. 

But the moft entire is that ftylcd Caftal-an dui, lying at the foot of the hill Grianan, 
on tlie farm of Caffily, three miles well from Miggerny. On the north-weft fide is a 
ftone twenty-nine feci long, and pine thick, which fupplies part of the building on the 
outlide. The form of this building is a circle : the thicknefs from ^leven to twelve 
feet ; and within the place where the great ftone lltinds, |s an additional ftrength of 
wall, about eight feet thick. 'I'he moft complete place is nine feet and a half high : the 
diameter within tlie wall is forty-five feet. The greateft part of the ftones ufed in this 
edifice arc from three to fix feet long, and from one and a half to three feet thick. 

• 

* The Faghs na ain efghe, <n* the work of one night, engraved bcok in. tab. viiu of Mr. Wrighl'i 
J.«oulhiann, is litnilar to this. 
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About three hundred yards weft from this is another, called Caftal-an-Deirg, A 
mile farther weft is another, of the name of Fiam-nam-boinean ; and laftly, within fight 
of this, five miles diftant, on the fide of a hill called Ben*chaftal, is one more, the moft 
wefterly of any we have yet had intelligence of. Moft, if not all of thefe, lie in Gkn- 
Lion. The tradition of the inhabitants refpefling them is included in thefe lines : 

Da chaifteal.deuf!f.ai]|r Feann 
' Ann an crom-ghleann nar clach. 

That is, Fingal, the king of heroes, had twelve towers in the winding valley of the 
grey-headed ftones.” 

1 mull mention two others, that are out of the line of thefe, yet might be fubfervient 
to their ufe. One lies on the north fide of Loch-Tay, about five miles call of Killin, 
above the public road. The other called Caifteal Baraora, on the^fouth fide, about a 
quarter of a mile from the lake, and a meafured mile call of Achmore, the feat of Mr. 
Catnpbel, of Achalader. 

On the top of a great eminence, a furlong from this, are the remains of a vaft in- 
clofure, a ftrong hold, of the fame nature with that I faw in Glen-clg *, to which the 
inhabitants might drive their cattle in time of inviifion, on the lignals given from the 
round towers. The form tends to an oval ; the greateft length is three hundred 
and fixty feet ; the breadth one hundred and twenty. No part of the wall is entire, 
but the Hones that formed it lie in ruins on the ground to tne breadth of fifteen feet. 
Within, near the eaft end, is the foundation of a redangular building, tbirty-eight feet 
long, ten broad. This poll commands a vaft view of the weft end of Brcadalhane, 
almoft to the head of the vallies of Glen-Dochart and Glen-Lochy ; and at a very final! 
diftance fiom it is feen the hill of Drummin, from whofe round tower the fignal might 
cafily be received. 

The round edifices of this internal part of Scotland, and thofe of the coaft and of the 
iflands, feem to have been crefled for the fame purpolc, but probably by different ar- 
chiteds. The former are the labours of much lefs Ikilful workmen ; the Hones more 
rude, the facings lefs exafl and elegant, but not inferior to the manner now in ufe in 
the common dry walled houfes of the country. ^ 

I cannot but think that all thefe buildings were originally conftrufted by the natives ; 
and that thofe fo frequent in the ifiands, amPof fuch fiiperior wurkmanlhip, might have 
been rebuilt by the Danes and Norwegians, on the fame model, but more artificially 
than thofe they found on the fpot. From all the enquiries I have made among the 
natives of Scandinavia, I do not learn that any fuch buildings are known there, a lingle 
inftance excepted on the Sualcfberg f, a mountain half a Norwegian lea-.'ue diilant from 
Drontheim. If no more are difeovered, it is probable that the invaders did not bring 
this mode of building with them. But they might have confidered the ufe and conve- 
niency of thefe ftruftures, and adopted the plan, making fuch improvements as ap- 
peared to them neceffary. Thus, in fome they formed walk, with galleries w'thin ; and 
in others, efefttd fihall buildings ifi the areas to protedl them trom' the iiiclemcncy 
of the weather ; for being ia an enemy’s country, the Danes were obliged to ufe them 
as tittle garrifons : on the comrary, the natives never might confider them in any other 

• Voyaj»e to'lhe Hetjndes, p. 3^6 — p. 261 of this volume. 

f ’The buiWiit)? alli.ded lo waa the work of King Suerre, who died in 1202, about a hundred artd four 

J eart after thefe iflts were made fubjc^l t« Norway by Magnus the Barefooted, iiuerre might ihcicfotc 
ave taken the model of thi.s fingle tower from the Hebrides. 

‘Vide the Voyage to the Hebrides; p. 219. 292, 358. -p. 2^5 of this volume. 
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llglit than as fliort and temporary retreats from an invading enemy. It is alfo pretty 
certain, that the Danes either never reached feme of the places wiiere we now fee thefe 
buildings, or at leaft never made any more than a fliort inroad. On the other hand, 
they poifelTed the ifland.s and (bme of the coafls for a long feries of years, and had ample 
time to fo m any improvements that were agreeable to them. 

A few other antiquities arc alfo found in this parifli. On a plain below Dirnanean 
in Strath- Ardle. is a circular mount, compofed of fraall round Hones, mixed with earth, 
coated with turf, on whofe minmit is an ereft four-fided ftone, of a confiderable fize. 
This feems a fcpulchral memorial of fome perfon of rank, whofe urn is probably be- 
neath. Another Itone of the fame kind is alfo to be feen at fome diflance from it, at 
the edge of the river. 

At the caft end of the fame plain is the appearance of a grave, fixteen feet long, 
v.ith a large ftone at each end. In the language of the country this is ftyled the grave 
of h'gli blood, from a tradition that a Danifli prince was flain and interred here. It is 
furpedeJ that a fldrniifli might have been fought here, and the flain in general buried 
in this place. * 

Of caftlcs of a more modern date, this parilh boafts only one, in the hollow of Mou- 
Jiric, of a fquare form, built with bad whin ftone, cemented with hot lime, fo ftrong as 
fcarcely to be brokep. Two round towers yet remain, and a tranlVcrfe wall. The 
vedige of the ditch is Hill to be traced. The inhabitants aferibe the building to one of 
the Cummins ; but Sir James Balfour *, with more certainty, gives it to Thomas of 
Galloway, Earl of Athol, and acquaints us that it was the refidence of the ancient Earls. 

Proceed on my way ; and, after a ftiort ride through a barren and dreary traft, am 
again enraptured with the charms of Fafkaliy, which appears like fairy ground, amidft 
the wild environs of craggy mountains, (kirted with woods; it is feated in a beautiful 
meadow, on one fide bordered with woods, on the other bounded by the Tumel, rival 
in fize to the Tay, w'hich at a fmall diftance appears again gufliing from between the 
wooded rocks, and tumbling down a precipice of great height, to wrater thefe delicious 
fccncs. 

Salmons annually force their paffage even up this furious cataraft, and are taken here 
in a moft anlefs manner; a hamper, fafleneJ to a wicker-rope, pinned iiiito a cleft of 
the rock by a ftick, is flung into the ftream : now and then a fifli, in the foil from it.s 
effort to get up, drops into this little ware. It is not to be fuppofed that the owner can 
enrich himfelf by the capture ; in foft, the' chance of his good fortune is hired out at the 
annual rent of one poundTourteen fliillings. 

At other times the fifher flings into the ftream below a crow-foot, or caltrop, fof- 
tened to a long rope. On this inftrument the falinons often transfix themfeives, and 
are drawn up to land. Another method, of much rifque to the adventurer, is at timet 
praftifed. A perfon feats himfelf on the brink of the precipice, above the cataraffs, 
and fixes one foot in the noofe of a wicker-cord : here he expe£fo the leap of a falmon, 
armed with a fpear : the moment the fifh rifes, he darts his weapon at the hazard of fall- 
ing into the water by his own effart, or the ftruggle of his prey. 

A little to the caft of this fall the Garrie unites itfelf with the Tumd^ a river that 
rifes from a lake thirteen computed miles above Blair. T^he noted pafs of Killicrankie 
is formed by the hills that impend over it on each fide ; the waters of the ‘Garrie ruflx- 
ingbcneaih in a deep, darkfome, and horrible channel)' in the laft century a pafs of 
much danger and difficulty, a path hanging over a tremendous precipice, threatening 
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deftruftiort to the lead falfe ftcp of the traveller ; at prefeiit a fine road, formed by the 
Jbldiery lent by government, and encouraged by fixpcnce per day added to the pay, 
gives an cafy accefs to the remoter Highlands. A fine arch over the Garrie joins the 
once impervious fidos. 

Near the north end of this pafs, in i*s unimproved and arduous ftate, on an open 
fpace, vas fought the celebrated battle of KilHcrankie ; when the gallant Vifeount Dun- 
dee fell in the moment ofvidory, and with him all the hopes of the abdicating monarch. 
The enemies of this illufirious hero made his eulogy : Mackay, the defeated general, in 
the epurfe of his flight, pronouncing the death of his antagonill : “ Was Dundee alive,” 
fays he, “ my retreat would not have been thus uninterrupted.” His body was inter- 
red in the church of Blair. His glory required no infeription to perpetuate it ; yet tlie 
elegance of his epitaph, compofed by Doflor Archibald Pitcairn, merits repetition, doing 
equal honour to the hero and poet : 

Illiimc Scotoruir, potuit quo fufpilc folo 
1 j'bertas patriic ialv:> fuifre tuic. 

Te morientc novos acvcpit Scotia cives : 

Accepitque novos de inorkiite Deo.s. 

Ilia tibi fuperen'e ncgat9 tu non potes iili» 

Ergo Caledoniae nomen inane vale. 

Tuque vale gentis prifeae fortiflime dutSlor, 

Optime Scotonim atque uhimC) Gramc, vale. 

O laft and bed of Scots ! who did ft maintain 

Thy country's freedom from a foreign reign ; 

New people ftll the land, now they aie gone ; 

New gods the temples, and new kings the throne : 

Scotland and thou did each in other live, 

Thou could’ft not her, nor coiiM flic thee furvive ; 

Farewel, thou, living, that didft fupport the ftate, 

And cou’dft not'fall, but by thy country’s fate. Dr ydi: n. 

Auguft 41 . Continue my ride to Athol-houfe, in the Blair of Athol, feated on an 
eminence above a plain watered by the Garrie ; a moft outrageous ftream, whofe ra- 
vages have greatly deformed the valley by the vafl; beds of gravel it has left behind. 

The houfe or caftle is of uncertain antiquity ; the oldeft part is called Cummin’s 
tower, being fuppofed to have been built by John, commonly called de Strathbogy, who 
enjoyed the title of Athol in right of his wife. It became the principal feat of ijis fuc- 
celfors. In 1644 the Marquis of Monirofe poireffed himfelf of it, and was joined by a 
large body of the Athol Highlanders, to whofe bravery he was indebted for the vidory 
at Tibbirmoor. In the troubles of 1653, the place was taken by florin by Colonel 
Daniel *, an officer of Cromwell, who, unable to remove a magazine of provifion lodged 
there, deftroyed it by powder. In 1689, it occafioned one of the greateft events of 
the time, being the caufe tjiat brought on the celebrated battle of KilHcrankie. An 
officer belonging to Vifeount Dundee flung himfelf into it, and 'refufing to deliver it to 
Lord Murray, fbn to the Marquis of Athol, was by lym threatened with a fiege. His 
lordfhip, to efi'edf the reduction, affembled a body of forces and marched towards the 
place. Dundee'knew the importafice of preferving this pafs, and the communications 
with the Highland clans, in whom he had the greatefl confidence f. With his ufual 
expedition he joined the garrifon ; and in a few days after concluded liis glorious life 
with the well-known defeat of the royal forces under Mackay. 


♦ Whilelock, 582. 
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The lall fiegc it experienced was in *746, when it was gallantly defended by Sir 
Andrew Agnew againft the rebels, who retired from before it a few weeks preceding 
the battle of Ciilloden. As foon as peace was eftablilhed, a confiderable part of that 
fortrel's was reduced in height, and the infide inoft magnificently furniihed. 

'I’hc views in front of the houfe. are planted witli fo much form, as to be far from 
pleafing, but the pidurefque W'alks amdng the rocks on the other fide cannot fail to 
attradt the admiration of every traveller of talle. The late Noble owner, with great 
ju.'.gmcnt, but with no lefs difficulty, cut, or rather blaRed out, walks along the vaft 
rocks and precipices that bound the rivers IJanovy and Tilt. The waters are violent, 
and form in various places cafeades of great beauty. Pines and trees of feveral fpecies 
wave lolemnly over the head, and darken the romantic fcenc. The place appeared to 
great advantage : for the Highlands, as well as other beauties, have their good and their 
bad da)S. 'I’he glen, that in 1769 1 thought deficient in water, now by reafon of the 
rains, looked to great advantage, and finiflied finely the rich feenery of rock and wood. 

'fhe Y ork cafeade, a mile from the houfe, merits a vifit. It firft appears tumbling 
amidd the trees, at the head of a fmall glen. * The w'aters are foon joined by thofe of 
another that dart from the fide. Thefe united waters fall into a deep chafm, appear 
again, and, after forming four more cataracts, are loft in the 'I'ilf, which likewife dif- 
appears, having for a confiderable fpace excavated the rock we Rood on j running in- 
viliblo, with a roaring torrent, before it emerges to day. 

I-t is but of late that the North Britons became fenfiblc of the beauties of their coun- 
try ; but their fcarch is at prefont amply rewarded. Very lately a cataraft of uncommon 
height was difeovered on the Bruer, a large ftreain about two miles north from this 
place. It is divided into five falls, vifible at once, and in a line with each other : the 
four uppermoft form together a fall of a hundred feet ; the fifth alone is nearly the 
fame height ; fo that when the whole appear in front, in high Roods, they fecin one 
flicet of near two hundred feet ; a fight Icarcely to be paralleled in Europe. 

Trees of all kinds profper here greatly : larches of twenty years growth yield plank 
of the breadth of fifteen inches. The late Duke annually leflened the nakednofs of the 
hills, and extended his plantations far and wide. His attention to the culture of rhubarb 
muft not pafs unnoticed : for his benevoivnt defign of rendering common and cheap 
this ufeful medicine, is bleft wjth the utmoft fuccefs. The roots which he had culti- 
vated in the light foils, limilar to thofe of the Tartarian deferts, the native place, in- 
creal'e to a vaft fize: feme when frelh having been found to weigh fu'iy pounds, and 
to be equal in fmcll, tafto, and effect to thofe we iinpoit at an enormous expence to 
our country. On being dried, they flirink to one quarter of their original weight, 
'rhcrc is reafon to fuppofc that the Scotch rhubarb may be fuperior in virtue to the 
foreign, the laft being gathered in all feafons, as the Mongall hunters chance to pafs 
by. They draw up the roots indifcriminately, pierce them at one end, and fling them 
on their belts, and then Iciivc them to dry in their tents without further care. 

Aug. 22. Leave Athol houfe. Return by Falkally along the great road to the junc- 
tion of the Tumcl with the Tay, Nature hath formed, on each fide of the vale, mul- 
titude of terrafles, fome with grafl'y fide, others wooded. Art hath contributed to 
give this road an uncommon magnificence : fuch parts, which want cloathing are 
planted not only with the ufual trees, but with flowering Ihrubsj and the fides'of the 
way are fodded in the ncatell manner. In a little time the whole way from Dalna- 
cardoch to Perth, near forty-five milos, will appear like a garden j if our fifter Peg goes 
on at this rate, 1 wifli that, from a confoTed flattern, (he docs not, become downright 
finical. 14 
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On approaching Dunkeld, the vale becomes very narrow : at laft leaves only fpacc 
for the road and the river, which runs between hills covered with hanging woods. The 
town of Dunkeld is feated on the north fide of the Tay ; is fuppofed to take its name 
from the word Dun a mount, and Gael the old inhabitants, or Caledonians, and to 
have been the Cajirum Caledonia^ and the Oppidum Caledoniorum of the old writers *. 
At prefent I could not hear of any yeftiges of Roman antiquity. The town is fniall, 
has a lliare of the linen inanufaQure, and is much frequented in fummer by inyalMs, 
who refort here for the benefit of drinking goats’ milk and whey. 

This place in very early days became the feat of religion. Conftantinc III. king 
of the Piefs, at the inftance of Adamnanus is faid to have founded here a monallory 
of Culdees, in honour of St. Columba, about the year 729 : thefe religious had wives 
according to the cuflom of the eaftern church, only they were prohibited from coha- 
biting diim vicijj'vn admini/lrarunt. About 1127 that pious prince David 1. converted 
it into a cathedral, difplaced the Culdees, and made Gregory their abbot, the lirfl: 
bilhop, who obtained from Pope Alexander III. ample proteftion and confirmation f. 
The revenue at the Reformation was 1505!. 10s. 4d. Scots, befidcs a large contribu- 
tion of different forts of grain J. 

The prefent church was built by Robert Arden, the 1 gth bilhop, who was interred 
in it, about the year 1436 §. Kxcept the choir, which ferves as the parifb church, 
the reft exhibits a fine ruin, amid the folemn feene of rocks and woods. The extent 
within is 120 feet by 60. The body isfupported by two rows of round pillars, with 
fquared capitals. The arches Gothic. 

In the veftry*room is a large monument of the Marquis of Athol, who died in 1703. 
It is. hung with the arms of all the numerous connetlions of this illuftrious houfe, 
which, by its great acceftor Sir James Stuart, called the Black Knight of Lorn, and firit 
Earl of Athol of the prefent family, may boall of being related to every crowned head 
in Europe, excepting the Grand Segnior. 

In the body of the church is a tomb with the recumbent effigies in armour of Alex- 
ander Stuart, Earl of Buchan, third fon of Robert 11. by E-lizabeth More j a perfon of 
meft uncommon impiety j[ j and lor his cruelly juftly ftyled the Wolf of Badenoch. 
Yet his epitaph, when entire, ran thus : 

“ Elic jacet bonai memoriae, Alexander Senefcallus comes de Buchan et dominus do 
Badenoch, qui obiit 24 Novemb. 1394 ” ■ 

The cathedral was dcmolilhcd in 1559 : the monuments were deftroyedin 1698, by 
the garrifon that was placed there ar that time. I looked in vain for the tomb of Mar- 
jory Scot, who died at Dunkeld, January 6th, 1728. Her epitaph was compqfed by 
Alexander Pennicuik, and is faid to have been inferibed in memory of her longevity. 
Jt thus addrelTes the reader : 

Stop, paflenpjcr, until my life you read, 

The living may get knowledge from the dead* 

Five limes five years I liv'd a virgin life ; 

Five limes five years .1 liv'd a happy wife ; 

Ten times five years I liv'd a widow chafi!k j 
wearied of this mortal life I reft 
Ikiwixi my cradle and my grave were feen 
Fight rnigfity kings of Scotland and a queen. 

* Buethhis, lib ix. p. 167. Buchanan, lib. iu c. 2z. ^ ^ f Keith, 46. 

.t Maiilai cl, Hid. Scot. i. 244. § Monteilh's Epitaphs, 229. 

;j 4th Edit. Tohr Scot. ^97. 
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Four times flvcyrara a commonwealth T faw. 

Ten times the fubjt'fts rife againfl the law ; 

Thrice did I Re old prelacy pull’d down» ' 

And thrice the cloak, was humbled by the gown. 

An end of Stuart^s race I faw, nay mure^ 

I faw my country fold for Englifh ore. 

Such dcfoiaiions in my time have been ; 

1 have an end of all per/cclion feen* 

The great ornament of this place is the Duke of Athol’s exterifive improvements, 
and magnihc.nt plantations, boiinJocl by crags with fummits of a tremendous height. 
The gardens extend along the fide of the river, and coinmaml from different parts 
the moil beautiful and piiturd'que views of wild and gloomy nature that can be con- 
ceived. 

Al'cend the hill, and from a fouthern brow have a view of a chain of fmall lakes, 
on wliol’e banks is Lcanh Wood, an cilate granted by James III. to John htuart, harl 
of Athol, as a reward for his victory over the great Macdonald of the ifles. 

R -turn towards the north, along an oxtetifive flat, bounded on the right by vaft 
and pivi ijHtoiis crags. On this plain is planted abundance of rhub;rrb, by way of tnal 
wiiOtlKT it will fuccced as well in thefe wild trads as in the niat.ured foils'. Walk 
thnwigh a narrow pafs, bounded by great rocks. One retains the name of the King’s 
feat*, h.tviug been the place where the Scottilh ir.onarchs p'aced thcnifelve.e, in order 
to dired their (hafts with advantage at the flying deer driven that way for their amufe- 
ment. A chace of this kind had very nearly prevented the future miferies of the un- 
happy Mary Stuart. The (lory is wc-ll told by William Barclay, in his t eatife contra 
Mcmarchomachos : it gives a lively pidure of the ancient manner of hunting j and, on 
that account, will perhaps be acceptable to the reader in an Englifli drefs; 

“ I once, had a fight of a very extraordinary fort, which convinced me of what I 
Itave iiiJ. In the year 1563, the Earl of Athol, a prince of the blood royal, had, 
with much trouble and vatl expence, a hunting-match for the entertainment of our 
mod illuftrious and mod gracious Queen. Our people call this a royal hunting. 1 
was then a young man, and was prefent on that occafion *. two thoufand Highlanders, 
or wild Scotch,, as you call them here, were employed to drive to the hunting ground 
all the deer from the woods and hills of Atholl, Badenoch, Marr, Murray, and the 
countries about. As thefe Highlanders ufe a light drefs, and arc very fwift of foot, 
they went up and down fo nimbly, 'that in lefs than two months time they brought 
together two thoufand red deer, betides roes and fallow deer. The Queen, ih.* great 
ni. n, and a number of others, were in a glen when all thefe deer were brought before 
them ; believe me, the whole body moved forward in fomething like battle order. 
This fight dill ftrikes me, and ever will Arike me ; for they had a leader whom they 
followed clofe wherever he moved. 

“ This leader was a very fine flag with a very high head : this fight delighted the Queen 
very much, but (he foon had caafe for fear ; upon the Earl’s ^ who had been from his 
early days accuflomeil to fuch fights) addrcfling her thus, * Do you^obfcrvc that flag 
who is foremoA of the herd, there is danger from* that flag, fur if either fear or rage 
fiiould force him from the ridge of that hill, let every one look to himielf, for none of 
us will be out of the way of harm ; for the reA will follow, this one, and having thrown 
us under foot, they will open a paflage to this hill behind us.’ What happened a mo- 

• 

* Tty miflakc the view of thit place, in the firil an.d lecond edit, of thcTcur, is called the K.ng’s feat, 
near Blair. 
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lucnt after confirmed this opinion : for the Queen ordered one of the beft dogs to be 
let loofc on one of the deer ; this the dog purfues, the leading flag frighted, he flies by 
the fame way he had come there, the reft ru(h after him and break out where the 
t'i/ickoft body of the Highlanders was ; they had nothing for it but to throw themfelves 
flat on the; heath, and to allow the deer to pals over them. It was told the Queen that 
fcvcral of the Highlanders had been wounded, and that two or three had been killed 
outright ; and that the whole ooily had got oft', had not the Highlanders, by their Ikill 
in hunting, fallen upon a ftratagem to cut oft* the rear from the main body. It was 
of thd'a that had been feparated that tlic Queen's dogs and thofe of the nobility made 
ilaughter. There were kil’ed that day '^60 deer, with five wolves, and fomc roes.” 

Irom the fummit of the King’s <lat is a oeautiful profpeft to the nort*. of Strath Tay; 
and to the fouth, a ftill finer .me of the winding of the river, through a trad enriched 
with corn*fields, and varied with frc.iaeiu .’oods j and, a dif. ice, the celcbi’aiod 
wood of Birnum, and hill of Dunfir 'iic 

On defeending into the gardens, .ifit t*’e houlc^ o. tiicr %il!a, belonging to the 
Duke of Athol ; fmail, but furniftie vith , •culiar t "ar^e; he windows are I'meiy 
painted by Mr. Singleton, an eleve of the hoiife, whole pcrfoi nvances do him much 
credit. 

Crofs the Tay, to vifit the l»»'provemenfs on »he banks of the great torrent Bran, 
which rufties impetuoufly over its rugged bottem. All this part is a mixture of culii- 
vation, with vaft rocks fpringing otu of the ground, among which are conducted 
variety of walks, bordered with flowers and flowering ftirubs, and adorned with num- 
bers of little buildings, in the ftyle of the oriental gardens. 

Continue my ride on the weft fide of the Tay, a J foon quit this auguft entrance 
into the Scotlilh Alps. The mountains gradually fink, the. plain expands, and agri- 
culture increafes. Arrive in the pliiin of Stormont, a part of Strathmore, or the great 
plain, being the moft cxtenftve of any in North Britain, bounded on the north by the 
Grampian hills, on the fouth by thofe of Ochil, and of Scidlow, and on the eaft by the 
fea ; ftretching at one extremity within a fmall diftance of Sterling, at the other to 
Stonchive in the Merns, but diftinguilhed in different places by different names, 

Pafs by a neat fettlement of weavers, called, from the inhabitants, Spittleficlds. This 
country is very populous, full of fpinners, and weavers of buckrams and coarfe cloths 
or ftentings ; of hich twelve millions of yards are annually exported from Perth. 
Much flax is raifeil here, . ;id the country is full of corn, but not fufficient to fup- 
ply the numerous inhabi. n'-. Late at night reach Inch-tuthel, the modern Del- 
vin, the feat of John Mackenzie.* Efq. where I found a continuation of Highland 
hofpitality. 

The fituation of this houfe is of ftrange fingularity ; on a flat of a hundred and fifty- 
four Scotch acres t, regularly deep on every fide, and in eveiw part of equal height ; 
that is to fay, about fixtv feet above the great plain of Stormont, which'it Hands on. 

• Mr. Mackenzie’* father, who wa* a good antiqnary, held this to have been part of the land granted 
by Kenneth to \he gallant Hay, the hero of the battle of Loncarty, whofe defeendant* poircfled it four or 
five centurica. 

■|- The difference between the meafure* of laud in Scotland and thofe ufed in England, is in proportion 
to the Scot* fall of fix Scot* ells length, and the Engliih perch, which by ftatute is m length five yards and 
a half, whereby the acre* {land thus : one Scots acre is, one acre one rood and one perch Engliih; too 
Scots are 1 75 acres a roods .■J3 perches ; fo that the proportion is nearly as four is to five. It is to be ob* 
ferved, that there is noiilatutc for the Scots chain, as there is,for the Engliih ; only a very old cullom, which 
feems to have been brought from the Paris Royal Arpent, which is nearly the fame with that ufed at pre- 
fent in Scotland, and called the Scots acre. 
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The figure is a’lfo remarkable, and much better to be cxprefFed by an engraving than 
by any defcrlptiun of mine. 

' ’I'wo nations took advantage of tliis natural ftrcngth, and fituated themfolves on it. 
The Pi6ls, the long pofleflbrs of tliefe cidlern parts of tlie kingilotn, in al! pi-obal)iIity 
bad here an oppidum, or town, fiurh as uncivilized people inhabited in early linics j 
often in the inidll; of woods, and fortified all round with a dike. Hero we fintl the 
vefiiges of inch a defence, a mound of ftones and earth running along the margin of 
the fteep, in many places entire, in others, time or accident hath rendered it lefs vifihle, 
or hath totally dcitroyed it. 'I'he Itones were not foinul on tlie fpot, but were brought 
Ifom a place two miles dillant, where qnarra.'S of the fame kind are fiill in ufe. 

Anotlrcr dike M-ofles the ground, h'oiii imugin to margin, in the place it begins to 
grow narrow. This f ‘“ms in!.. ’ as .he firtt defence againd an enemy, fliovdd the 
inhabitants l.i-' in del- nding ’'' di ouiwork.s, a*”' !•’ obliged to quit their Itation and 
retire to a th.uiger |wr!. Near the extremiiy is •vhat 1 fliould name thtir citadel; 
for a finall poiti' '■ c't the ' nd 'N cii' oif S»he reft by five great d'kes, and as many 
deep fofil's, aiul •‘itiiin that b the flrong hold, impregnable againft the neighbouring 
nations. 

This place had alfo another focurity which time hath diverted from them ; the 
river Tay once entirely environed the place, and formed it into an ifland, as the name 
in the antient language, which it fiill retains, imports ; that of Inch-tuthel, or the ifle 
of Tuthcl. 'I'hc river at prefent runs on one fidi^only ; but there are plain marks on 
the north in particular, not only of a channel, but of fome pieces ef water, oblong, 
narrow, and pointing in the diredion the Tay had t iken, before it had ceafed to in- 
fulate this piece of ground. I cannot afeenain the period when its waters confined 
themfelvfs to one bed ; but am mfonned that a grant Hill cxifU from one of the 
James’s of a right of fifhing in the river, at Caput-mac-Athol, call of the place. 

It is not to be imagined that there can be any traces of the habitations of a people 
who dwelt in the raofl pcrifliable hovels: but as the moll barbarous nations paid 
more attention to the remains of the dead than to the conveniency of the living, they 
formed, either for the protedion of the reliques of their chieftains from infults of 
man, or favage beafl, or for fepulchral memorials, mounts of diftcreat fizes. Ancient 
Greece and ancient Latium concurred in the fame pradlice with the natives of this 
ifland. Patroclus among the Greeks, and Iledor among the Trojans, r.'ccivod but the 
fame funeral honours with our Caledonian heroes, and the aihes of Dcrccnnus * the 
Laurentinc monarch bad the fame fimple protedion. The urn ami pall of the Trojan 
warrior might perhaps be more fuperb than ihofe of a Britifh leadv/ ; the rifing monu* 
tneiii of each had the common materials from our mother earth : 

The fnowy bones hJs friends and brothers place. 

With tears colltdcd, in a golden vafe ; 

The golden vafe in purple palls they rolled. 

Of fofteft texture, and inwrought with gold. 

Lafl o’er the urn the fnered earth they fpread. 

And raisM a tomb nKmor*ial ot the dead f. 

Or, as it is more ftrongly c-xprclTcd by the fame elegant trinllator, in the account of 
the funeral of Patroclus : 

Hiiih in the midft th‘:y heap the fwclling bed 
Of rifing earth, mcm >rial of the dead 

• TEneid, lib. xi line 84.9. f Pope’s Homer’s Iliad, book x\iv. line lOCJ. 

I 'fhe fanic, book xxiii. line 319, 
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Monuments of this kind are very frequent over the face of this plain ; the tumuG 
are round, not greatly elevated, and at their bafis furrounded with a fofs. Many bones 
have been found in foinc of thefe barrows, neither lodged in (lone chefts nor depohted 
in urns. 

The Romans, in their courfe along this part of Britain, did not negl^fl: fo fine a fitu- 
ation for a (tation. Notwithilanding the great change made by inclofures, by planta- 
lion, and by agriculture, there are Hill velligesof one ftation five hundred yards fquarc. 
The fide next to Delvin houfe is barely to be traced : and part of another borders on 
the margin of the bank. There is likewife a fmall fquare redoubt near the edge, facing 
the Kufi-inch in the lay, which covered the ftation on that fide. 

I'he firlt was once inclofed vvitli a wall fourteen feet thick, whofe foundations are re- 
mtinborod by two fanners ol the name of Stertan, aged about feventy ; who had received 
from their father and grandfather frequent accounts of alhes, cinders, brek, iron, 
utenfils, weapons, and large })iec'’S of lead, having been frequently found on the fpot 
in the courfc oi ploughing*: and to thAweft of this ftation, about thirty years ago, 
were dilcovered the voi'ligcs of a large building, the whole ground being filled with 
fragments of brick and mortar. A redlangular hollow made of brick is ftill entire : it 
is about ten or twelve feet long, three or four feet wide, and five or fix feet deep. 
Boethius calls this place the Tulina of the Piftsj and adds, that in their time, it was 
a moft populous city ; but was deferred and burnt by them on the approach of the 
Romans under Agricola. He alfo informs us, that it bore the name of Inch>tuthel in 
his days f. The materials from which this hiftorian took the early part of his work are 
unknown to us, any fu.ther than what we learn from himfelf, that they were records 
fciit to him in 1525 from Jona ; but by whom compiled, remains undifeovered. I do 
not doubt his afl'ertion ; nor do I doubt but that forae truths collefted from traditions 
may be fcattered amidft the innumerable legendary talcs, fo abundant in his firft 
books. I'his I would wifti to place among the former, as the actual veftiges of two 
nations are ftill to be traced on the fpot. I would alfo call it the Orrea of the Ro- 
mans, which the learned Stukely fuppofes to have been Perth, notwithftanding he 
places it in his map J north-eatt of the Tay, and on the very fpot where the prefent 
Delvin ftands. 

Aug. 24. Leave Delvin. Crofs the Tay, at the ferry of Caputh. Pafs over a fhort 
traft of barren country. On the banks of a fmall rill are veftiges of an encampment, 
as is fuppofed, of the Danes, and to have been called from thofc invaders Gaily Burn, 
or the burn of the ftrangers. A little fartlier, in a very fertile improved country, is 
Loncarty, celebrated for the fignal i'idory obtained by the Scots, under Kenneth III §, 
over the Danes, by means of the gallant’ peafant Hay, and his two fons, who, with no 
other Weapons than yokes which they fnatched from their oxen tlicn at plough, firft: 
put a itop to the flight of their countrymen, and afterwards led. them on to conqueft, 
Thefe fpirited lines are a perfeft pidure of the action ; 

Qjio ruhis, cives ? Ileia ! hod! ohverti’tc' vultus ! 

Non piidct infami vcrlerc icrga ? 

ego vobis ; Juit ferrum vcilitc in hodem. 

Dixit, et armatus dux ipfc jugo. 

Qua, qua ibat vadum condeufa per agmina Danflm 
Dat dragem. Hinc omiiis coufcquitiuque fuga, 

* By Itltcr from ihcdlcv Mr. BlfTct, minidcr of CapiUli* , 1* flid. Scoti-jc, lib. iv. p, 64. 

I In hi? account of Ricliaid of Circnccllcr. f Who began hit reign in 976. 
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Scrvavit civcs. Vidlorem reppulit hoftcm. 

Units cum iiatis af;'ininis inllar erat. 

Hie Ueeii)3 agnufee tuos magna* xmula Rornap, 

Aut jirior hac ; aut te lii« Scotia* major aUhuc •. 

The noble families of Hay derive tlicir defeent from this ruftic hero, and, in memory 
of the afHon, bear for their arms the inftrument of their vidory, with the allufive 
niolio oi' Ju/^ jugo. Tratlition rchitef:,,that the monarch eavethls deliverer of his coun- 
try, in reward, as much land as u grey-hound would run over in a certain time, or a 
falcon would furround in its flight ; and the ftory fays that he chofe the lafl:. There is 
fomething heroic in this tale : but after all the truth is, the family may be derived from 
the ancient flock of Dc la Ilaye of Norman origin. 

Over this trad arc Icattered numbers of Tum.uli, in which are frequently found bones 
and entire llieletons, fometimes lodged in rude coffins, formed of floncs, difpofed in 
that form ; at other times depofited only in tlie earth of the barrow. In one place is 
an upright ftone, fuppofed to have been laid.over the place of fepulture of the Danifli 
leader. The prefent names of two places on this plain certainly allude to the adion 
and to the vanquiflied enemy. “ Turn again Hillock” points out the place where the 
Scots rallied, and afpot near eight Tumuli, called Danemerk, may delign the place of 
greateft (laughter. 

Continue my ride through a fine plain, rich in com ; the crops of wheat excellent. 
The noble Tay winds boldly on the left ; the caftern borders are decorated with the 
woods of Scone. The fine bridge now completed, the city of Perth, and the hills and 
rifing woods beyond, form a moll beautiful finifhing of the profped. 

Perth, till about the year 1437, was the principal city of Scotland, the frequent rc- 
fidcnce of its princes, and feat of parliaments and courts of jufiice. It is placed in the 
middle of a verdant plain, which it divides in two parts, one called the north, the other 
the fouth Inch. This city rofe after the deftruftion of the old Perth or Bertha, a place 
above two miles higher up the river, which was overwhelmed by a flood in the time of 
William the Lion in laio, who, with his family, with difficulty efcaped in a fmall fkiff. 
William re- built the town in a place lefs liable to fuch calamities ; and called it St. John’s 
Town in honour of the faint. 

Old Perth was a place of commerce in the year 1128, is evident from the charter of 
David I. to the abbey of Holyrood houfe, in which he gives a hundred (hillings out of 
his fmall tithes there, or the duties arifing from the firfl: merchants that fliould come in- 
to the port. In 1160 found here fecurity in a ftrong tower from an attack made on 
him by Ferquhard Earl qf Strathem, who made here an unfuccefsful attempt to feize 
his perfon f. 

The new Perth became confidcrable, not only on account of its being a royal refi- 
denco, but likewife by reafon of the vaft commerce which its fituation on one of the 
firlt rivers inNorth-Britaiu would naturally convey. Its importance foon gave it walls 
and fortifications. Major | calls it the only walled city in Scotland. The cafUe ftooil 
near the Skinner-gate flreet. The importance of the place made it frequently expe- 
rience the calamities of war. Edward I., when he over-ran Scotland, pofleffed himfelf of 
this city. In 1312 it was taken by Robert Bruce § in fhe month of January; when 
he put to death the chief perfons both Englifh and Scotch, but fpared the common peo- 
ple ; after which he levelled the fortifications. After the fatal battle of Dupplin in 
1332, Baliol, with fmall oppofition, entered the place, and left it,in poffeifion of the; 

* JoU. Johnttoni Heroes Scot!. f Annals Scotland, 116. 

■ 4. 20. ' § Fordun, 144. 
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enemies of his country. Edward III. who knew its importance, repaired the walls, and 
reftored the fortifications at the expcnce of the pch abbies of •'"•oth, Cowper, I,in- 
dores, Balmerinoch, Dumferliiie, and St. Andrew’.®; and plj.. > litere, as jnwenior. 
Sir I horaas Ochlrcii. It remained under a foreign yoke but a tiu .!! time ; for in 1 340 
Robert Stuart, guardian of Scotland, with a ftrong army, and'th'- aflifiance of ^^'illi:ua 
Doufjlas, who came opportunely I'roiii France, with five fliips, rodored the place to its’ 
natural mader, after a gallant defence of two months and two weeks, by the governor 
Sir Thomas OchtreJ •*. 

I do not recollect that it underwent any fiege from that perio.l till the rflicious wars 
'559 ; " hen the queen regent, provoked by the infult of the inhabitants on all fhc 
lield Venerable and holy f. placed there a garrifon of French. The zeal how ever of tiie 
congregation foon collected a potent army to its relief under Argyle, who, after a fliort 
fiege, obliged the garrifon to capitulate and retire. 

Perth from that time remained in peace above a century. In 1644 the Marquis of 
Montrofe feized the place, after the battle «/f Tibbirmoor ; and Cromwell, in July 1651, 
after a weak defence from a weak garrifon, made himfelf mafter of this important city : 
and, to fecure the poiTeffion, the Englifh commiflioners ordered J a citadel to be built 
on the South Inch, capable of containing five hundred men, the remains of which if ill 
retain the name of Oliver’s Mount. 

The Earl of Mar’s army, in the rebellion of 1 7 1 5, lay a confiderable time in this place, 
and fperit here confiderable fums of money. This circumftance contributed as much 
to enrich the city, as the fettlcment of numbers of Oliver’s forces, after the eifabliihment 
of peace, alliiled in introducing that fpirit of induftry, which, to this moment, diftin- 
guiihcs the inhabitants. 

Perth is large, well built, and populous, and contains about eleven thoufand inhabi- 
tants, nine thoufand of whom are of the eftabliihed church of Scotland ; the reft of a 
variety of porfuafions, fuch as Epifcopalians, Non-jurors, Glaftites, and Secedens ; the 
fecond chiefly confifts of a congregation of venerable females. ’ The town has but one 
parifli, fuppUed with three churches, befides the chapels for fuch who diftent from the 
eftabliihed church. 

The two principal ftreets are remarkably fine ; in fome of the leffer ones are .lill to 
be feen a few wooden houfes in the old ftyle ; but as they decay, the magiftrates pro- 
hibit the rc-building them in the fame manner. The great improvement of the town is 
to be dated from the year 1 745, it being fuppofed to have increafed one third fince that 
turbulent period : for the government of this part of Great Britain had never been 
properly lettled till a little after that time. 

The I'ay waflies the ealt fide of the town, .and is deep enough to bring velTcls of one 
hundred and twenty tons burden as far as the quays ; and, if Dutch-built, or flat-bot- 
tomed, even of two hundred tons burden. This enables the inhabitants of Perth to 
carry on a very confiderable trade. The exports are as follow : Of white and brown 
linens, about feventy five thoufand pounds worth are apnually fent to London, befides 
a very great quantity that is difpofed of to Edinburgh and Glafgow : and London, Man- 
chefter and Giafgdw take about ten thoufand pounds worth of linen yarn. 

Linfeed oil forms a confiderable article of commerce. Seven water-mills belonging 
to thispiace arc in full employ, and make, on a medium, near three hundred tons of oil, 

• Major, , ... ... 

■f* Tho rcfoinitrs comnolitccl fcvcral cxccflcs ; fuch as inicrruptin^ the priefls m thciV fermons^ nailing a 
pair of rain’8 horns on the head of St. FranciS| and a gow*b tail to his turnp, &c. See* 

J Whiteiojk^ 
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which h chiefly font to I^ondon, and brings in from eight to nine thoufand pounds. 
1 he iird mill for this purpofe was crofted, about the beginning of this century, bv John 
Duke of Athol. At the hrft a glafs of whifley, mixed with half as much of the oil, was 
a falliionable dram ; but this focn grew out of ufe, as well as the cuflom of throwing 
aw.»y the linfci-d cakes ; which are now fold at a good price, and ufed with the utmofl: 
fiiccefs in feeding cattle. The gentleman is now living, who firll introduced ftall-fed 
beef into the market of Perth. Before that time the greatefl part of Scofland lived on 
fait meat throughout the winter, as the natives of the Hebrides do-at prefent, and astiie 
Bnglifh did in the feudal times*. So far behind has North Britain been in the con- 
veniencics of life, and fuch rapid progrefs has it of late made towards attaining them. 

The exports of wheat and barley are from tvventy-feur to thirty thoufand bolls. 

Confiderable quantities of tallow, bets' wax, . drefled fheep-fkins, drefled and raw 
calve-.fldns, and goat-lkius are fliipped from this place. 

The exp<n-ts of falmon to London and the Mediterranean brings in five thoufand 
tw'o hundred pounds flerling. 'I'hat fifh is taken here in great abundance. Three 
thoufand have been caught in one morning, weighing, one with another, fixteen pounds 
a- piece ; the whole capture being forty-eight thoufand pounds. The fiflicry begins at 
St. Andrevv’s-day,and ends Augull 26th, Old Style. 'I he rent of the filheries amount 
to three thoufand pounds a year. 

No beggars are feen about the ftrects. In July 1776, fixteen perfons were chofen 
from diflVrent quarters of the town, to aflfefs the place for poor rates, for the mainte- 
nance of the indigent. 

It is to no purpofe to fearch for any remains of the monaflic antiquities of this place j 
fanatic fury having in a few hours proftrated the magnificent works of miftaken piety.. 
“ Pull down the nefts, and the rooks will fly away,” was the maxim of the rough 
npoflle Knox, and his difciples took cflPeftual care to put in execution the opinion of 
their matter. 

The Dominicans firft felt the effeft of their rage. After the conclufion of one of his 
fermons, inciting the demolition of images and church ornaments, an indifcrect prieft 
began the celebration of mafs. A boy in his zeal flung a ftone and injured a pifture : 
the populace took that as a fignal to begin the demolition, and in a very fliort time 
plundered the monaftery, and laid all in ruin. This houfe was founded in 1231 by 
vMexander II. In 1437 its walls were polluted by the execrable murder of James I. 
the beft and inofl accornplifhed prince of the name. He had retired to this convent on 
the rumour of a confpiracy. The attack was made : the heroilin of Catherine Doug- 
lafs, an attendant on the ^ueen, mult not be pafled in filence. She ran and flint the 
door on the firft alarm ; but, mifling the bar which fliould have fecured it, fubitituted 
her tender arm in the place, which wavS inftantly crulhed to pieces by the efforts of the 
aflaflins. 

The ObferVantines, a branch of the Francifeans, had here a monaftery, founded by 
Lord Oliphant, in 1460. It underwent the fame fate with the other. In it, fay the 
writei’S on the reformation, were found eight puncheons of fait beef, wine, beer, and 
plenty of other provifions, bcfides moft excellent 'umiture, confifting of .flicets, blan- 
kets, and beds ; and yet there were only eight psrfons in the convetit ; from wlience 
they drew an inference how ill the monks obLrved their vows of poverty and ablti- 

* Wc admire the (lock of provifions in the larder of the elder Spencer about t^e year 1327, when, as 
late as May, the carcalFcs of 80 falccd beeves. 900 bacons, and 600 muttons were found, mere reliqucsuf 
kis winter provifions. But in thofc days, there was no hayi no harvelled food for domcitic animals. 

' nence j 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 


398 

nence ; never confidcring that the religious houfes were the fupport of the poor, and the 
inns of the rich ; and that their regular ads of charity and hol'pitality obliged them to 
keep thefe large (locks of provifions, without afi'ording the means of applying them to 
the purpofe of felfilh luxury. 

The rigid order of Carthufians founded a place here. James I. on his return from 
his Englifli captivity, eftabWhed a convent of them in 1429 \ as thefe monkilh fines 
exprefs : ^ 

Annus millentis vicenu.s ficqur novemis 
Qiiadruiecntenus Scotis fcit iinu'ern pleniis : 

Stamina fioium, genniiia nriOriim, myiUca me 11a 
Cum tibi, Scotia, (it Carthutia, fpotifa novella. 

The vicar of the Grand Chartreufe in Dauphiiit* was the firfl fuperior. On thedif- 
folution, James VI. created George Hay, of NetherclifF, coramendator of iliis priory, 
with the title of Lord, but finding the revenue loo fmall to fupport the dignity, wifely 
refigned it into his Majefty’s hands. 

The church belonging to this monaftery w-as faid to have been one of the fineft in 
Scotland. In it was the tomb of the royal founder, that of his Queen, Jane, daughter 
of the Duke of Soraerfet, fon of John of Gaunt, and that of Margaret, Queen of James 
IV. and daughter of Henry VII. in right of whom the crown of England devolved on 
the royal family of Scotland. In the houfo was preferved the doublet in which James I. 
was murdered ; which the monks, with pious regard, fltewed, llaincd with blood, and 
pierced in many places with the fwords of the confpirators. 

L-eave Perth, and pafs over the SouthJnch, a green beautifully planted. Keep af* 
tending a hill for a confiderable fpace, and enjoy a rich view of the carfe of Gowrie, and 
of the firth of Tay, bounded by that fine traft on one fide, and the county of Fife on 
the other. On fmfiing the heights of this afeent, have a full view of Strathem : con- 
tinue-my way, for fome time, on the fine terrace that runs along the northern fide ; and 
finifli this day’s journey at Dupplin, the feat of my noble friend the Earl of Kinnoul. 

In the houfe are fevcral very fine pictures : among others 

The adoration of the fhepherds ; the worfhipping of the wife men in the eafl ; and 
Diogenes remarking the boy drinidng out of his hand j three capital pieces, by Paulo 
Panini. The figures uncommonly fine. 

Two monks praying : heads. By Quintin Metfis. 

A fine half length of St. Jerom, half naked : a figure of intenfc devotion. His eyes 
lifted up, his mouth opening. By Lamanfe. 

A fine head of an old woman, looking over her fhoulder, keen and meagre. By 
Hnnthorft. 

Heads of Polcmbergh, the painter, and his wife. By Honthorll. 

i'he head of Boon, a comic painter, playing on a lute.. By himfelff. 

Head of Spenfer the poetic ornament of the reign of Elizabeth ; the fweet, the me- 
lancholy, romantic bard of a romantic queen ; the tfioral, romantic client of the moral 
romantic pafron. Sir Philip Sydney ; fated to pafs his days in dependence, or in ftrug- 
gling.agaiuft adverfe fortune, in a country infenfible to his merit : either at court 

• The letter from the General of the order, dated from La grande Chartreufe, Augnft 19th, 1426, is Aill 
extant ; addrefied to James, lignifying permiflion to ereA a houfe of that order at Perth. The General 
alfo offers to fend two {nonks into Scotland'to fuperintend the building. 

■j- For an account of thefe three painters confult Mr. Walpole’s Anecdotes, 410. voL ii. p. 112. 125. 
vol iii. 27. • 
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To loofe jjood days, that might be hotter fpent. 

To wafte long nights in penfivc difeontent ; 

To fp ed to Jay, to "be put hack to-morrow, 

To feed with hope, to pine with fear and forrow ; 

To have his pri .ct *8 grace, yet want hci pens; 

To have his yet waii many yc.iis ; 

To fret his foul with crofTes and with cares. 

To cut his hcdit with comfoitlefs dcfpair ; 

*1^0 fawn, to crouch, to ride, to wait, to run ; 

To fpeud, to give, to want, to be undone ♦. 

Or in Ireland to be tantalized with the appearance of good fortune ; to be feated 
amidft feenery indulgent to his fanciful mufc j yet, at length, to be expelled by the 
barbarous Tyrone ; to have his houfe burnt, and his innocent infant perilh in the 
flames } to return home j to die in deep poverty j lamenting 

Thar gentltr wiisflr*uld breed 
Where thick fltin chufTcs laug^j at a fchollcr's need f. 

May it not be imagined, that, in the anguifh of his foul, he compofed his Cave of 
Defpair J, as fine a deferiptive poem as any in our language ? Might not his dhlre/Tci 
furnilh him with too powerful arguments for fuicidc, had not his Una, or his innate re- 
ligion, fnatched him from the danger ? 

Another poet, equally neglected, but of too merry a turn to fink under any preffure, 
Is the droll Butler, whofe head, beautifully painted by Sir Peter Lely, is here alfo. 
This poet, inftead of whining out his complaints to infenfible Majcfty, rallies his mo- 
narch with the fame pleafantry that be expofed the ridiculous charaders in his immor- 
tal poem : 

This prince, whofe ready wit and parts 
ConquerM both men and women’s hearts. 

Was fo overcome with knight and Ralph, 

That he could never claw it off ; 

He never eat, nor drank, nor flept. 

But Hudibras (\ill near him kept ; 

Nor w'ould he go to church, or fo. 

But Hudibras mull with him go ; 

Nor yet to vifit concubine. 

Or at a city feall to dine. 

But Hudibras mull dill be there. 

Or all the fat was in the fire. 

Now after all, was it not hard 
Thai he (hould meet with no reward. 

That fitted out this knight and ’fquire 
This monarch fo much did admire ? 

That he iliuulJ never rcimburfe 
The man fir equipage and horfe. 

Is fure a fliange ungrateful thing 
In any body but a King. 

But this go('d King, it feems, was told 
By foine that were with him too hold. 

If e’er you hope to gain your ends, 

Carefs your foes, and trull your friends,” 

Such u ere the doftrincs that were taught, 

’Till this unthinking King was brought 
To have his fiiends to ftarve or die ; 

A pcor reward for loyalty J ! 

• Mother Hubbard VTalc. t Britifh Biography.’ 

1; Book I. canto ix. S Dutler’i Remain*. 
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Mrs. Tofts, in the charafler of St. Catherine : a beautiful pidure. Mrs. Tofts lived 
at the very introdudion of the opera into this kingdom, and fung in company with 
Nicolini ; but, being ignorant of Italian, chaunted her recitative in Englirti, in anfwer 
to his Italian : but the charms of their voices overcame this abfurdity. Her character 
iriay be collected from the following epigram : 

Sj briprht lb thy beauty^ fo charmi’n);r thy Tong, 

* As !iad drawn both the hearts and their Orpheus along ; 

liut fuch IS thy av’i ice, and Inch is thy pride. 

That the beads muft Ihvc ttarv’d, and the poet have dyM 

A head of Prince Rupert, by Lely, covered with a vatt wijr ; the unfortunate mode 
for that great artift, ftiff and ungraceful. Rupert after a thoufand aflions, diftinguifljcd 
as much by their temerity as valour ; after fcvcral battles won and loft by his excefs of 
courage, at once difgnced himfelf by a pannic. Accuftomed to face an enemy in the 
field, and to aft the part of the affailant ; he feems to have loft all fpirit when cooped up 
within walls. He knew fo little of himfelf that he proinifed his ill-fated uncle a four 
months defence of the important town of Brittol ; but as foon as the attack was made, 
he funk beneath it, and made an almoft inftant furrender. After he was commanded by 
Charles to quit the kingdom, he ftill attempted feme naval fervices ; but neitlier ac- 
quired fame nor fuccefs. After the reftoration he recovered his former reputation ; 
and in the naval engagement with the Dutch, to which all later battles have been but 
play, his temerity feemed to have been loft ; but his courage and conduft fhone with 
equal luftre. His aftiveTpirit never fuffered him to reft even in the intervals-of peace. 
Love and the Arts were his relaxations. Mifs Hughes, an aftrefs, was the objeft of 
the firft. Among the laft we owe to him the art of mezzotinto feraping. He invented 
a metal for great guns, and a method for boring them. He alfo taught the firft Kirkby 
the art of giving the fine temper to fi(h-hooks. 

Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, in a gown and velvet cap. By Richardfon. 

A beautiful miniature of Sir John Earnly, chancellor of the exchequer in the reign 
of Charles II., and one of the cominillioncrs of the treafury in that of James II. on tlie 
difplacing of Hyde, Earl of Rochefter. By Cooper. 

A head of Sir Thomas Nicholfon, attorney-general. By Jamefon. 

George' Hay, firft Earl of Kinnoull, and chancellor of Scotland in 1622, who died in 
1634. His drefs a black robe furred ; a ruff i a laced linen cap : the feals by him. A 
fine full length, painted in the year 1633. dged 63. By Mytens. 

His fou, the fecond Earl, captain of the guards to Charles I. a tall upright figure, 
vith great rofesin his fhoes; an aftive but unfortunate roy^Hft, continued in 'arms as 
late as'the year 1554, when he was totally defeated, and made prifoner, by the ufurp- 
ing powers in Scotland. 

Sir George Hay of Meginnis ; full length, in armour : done at Rome, 1 649. By 
L. Ferdinand. 

Be'ow -flairs, in one of the bed chambers, is a half-length portrait of the celebrated 
James Hay, Vjfcount Doncaller, and Earl of Carlifle, one of the moll fmgular charac- 
ters of the age. ^lis engaging manner recommended him to the favour of James I. 
who fifft bellowed on him th& title < f Lord Hay, with rank n< xt to our barons, but 
without privilege of fitting in the Eiigitfli Parliament. Soon after, without external 
ceremony, but by the mere delivery of the letters patent, before witnefl.s in the jirivy 

t 

* She rctiicd from England, and died at Venice, about twelve years ago. 
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chamber, at Greenwich, he conferred on him the honoui** of an EngUfli peerage j ani 
this the lawyers held to be equally valid with any formal veliiture *. 

His roajefty then procured him the foie daughter and heirefs of Lord Denny, the 
greateft match of that time; and never ceafed heaping on him honour, favours, and 
riches, which he feems not to have coveted for any other end than to indulge his vio- 
lent paffion for drefs, luxury, and magnificence. He was a man of the greateft expence, 
and introduced move excefs in cloaths and diet than any other that ever lived f » and 
was the inventor of all thofe exjieufivc fafhions from which others did but tranferibe 
their copies. His drefs in the portrait at Dupplin is an exception ; being black llafhed, 
and puffed with white ; his hair fljort and curled ; his beard peaked ; but when he 
made his public entry into Paris as ambaffador, his cloak and hole w^ re of white beaver, 
richly embroidered with gold and filver. Ilis cloak had no'otlter lining than embroi- 
dery, the doublet cloth of gold richly wrought, and his white beaver hat brimful of 
embroidery. His horfe was (hod with filver ftioes, flightly tacked on, fo that every 
curvet flung off one to be fcrambled for by the populace ; and that was inftantly re- 
placed by a farrier who attended for the purpofe |. 

Sumptuous as his apparel was on this occafion, it fell fhort of the drelsin which be 
and the Earl of Holland appeared when they efpoufed, by proxy, Henrietta Maria ; for 
they received her clad in beaten filver. Ihey certainly did not confult the Graces in 
this ftiffnefs of fplendor. 

In his embaffy into Germany the fame pomp followed him. At the Hague he met 
with his contraft in the frugal Maurice, Prince of Orange ; who being told he ought to 
give an entertainment to the great Englifli ambaffador, ** Let him come,” fays his 
highnefs ; and looking over his Ample bill of fare, feeing only one pig, ordered a 
couple §, by way of making the treat more fumptuous, nor could be be prevailed on 
to alter it. What a feaft was this to him who feemed to have realized the entertainments 
of Sir Epicure Mammon ! who ufed to have the board covered, at the entrance of his 
guefts, with dilhes as high as a tall man could reach, filled with the greateft delicacies ; 
and after they had feafted their eyes, would caufe them to be removed for a frelh fer> 
vice ; who once permitted one perfon to carry oflF in his cloak-bag forty pounds worth 
of fweatmeats ; another to ear a pye compofed of ambergrife, mulk, and .magifterial of 
pearl ||. It is not furprifmg that with all thefe extravagancies he wafted above four 
hundred thoufand pounds ; not that his generofity, attended with uncommon aflfability 
and gracefulnefs of manners, and with a great and univerfal underftanding, fliould rivet 
him m the affe^on and efteem of the whole Englifli nation. But that with the luxury 
of an Apictus, he could mingle the honeft lentiments of a Clarendon in his advice to 
his prince ^ ; and that he dared to deliver to his opiniative mafter difagreeable truths,and 
unpalatable counfels, are fafls more aftonilhing than any of his wafteful fooleries. To 
conclude, he finiftied his life in 1636, and quitted the ftage conviva /atur**^ dying, as 
the noble hiftorian obferves, with as much tranquillity of mind to all appearance, as 

« 

* Camden** Annalj, i6is> In the former edition of this volume I followed the tranjlati&n in the Com- 
plete Hiitorjr of boKland, it. 644, but find now I was roifled by if. ^ 

t Clarendon. 1 6i % Wilfon, 91,93. S Wilfod, 154. || Lloyd, u.6z. 

« Cabala, at quoted in Drake's Padiamentary Hiftory, v. MO. 

** Old OAoin, vol. i p. 157, makes him die like ablafpnemous lunatic; for when his ownweaknafit 
had paffeda judgment that he coiild not live many days, he. did not forbear his entertainments, but made 
divers brave cloaths, as he laid, *' to outface naked and defpicable death withal,*’ (tying, that iiMure 
wanted wifdom, love or power, in making man mortal and fubjeA to difeafes,’* 
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ufed to attend a man of the mod fevere exercife of virtue, and with as little appreheft* 
fion of death, which he expected many days. 

In this apartment is a halfdength of his fon and fucceifor to the title ; but in the 
dining-room is a fulUIcngth of the fame, a mod beautiful portrait, by Cornelius Janfen* 
It is difficult to fay which is mod elegant, the perfon or the drefe of this young noble* 
man, for it is drawn at an early period of life : ail his father’s fancy feeins exerted* in 
the habit, befet with lot^s and buttons : a love>Iock graces one fide of his neck : one 
hand is on his daff of oince, the other on his fide. His hidory is but brief. He mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Francis fourth Earl of Bedford ; was appointed captain of 
the yeomen of the guard to Charles I.; and for taking an active part in putting the com* 
miffion of array in execution, in the county of Eflex, was by the parliament fent to the 
Tower. In 1643 he appears among the nobility, who figned the letter at Oxford to 
the popular general ; but foon after deferted the royal caufe, and took the oath ap- 
pointed by parliament for thofe who flung themfelves under its prote£tion *. At length, 
didrefled in his circumdances, he retired to Barbadoes f, an ifland granted to his hither, 
and died in i 65 o. ^4; 

But the mod remarkable head is that of the celebrated Catherine, Countefs of Def> 
mond. She lived to the age of fome years above a hundred and forty, and died in the 
reign of James 1 . Sir Walter Raleigh fpeaks of her marriage as a fad well known to 
all the noblemen and gentlemen of Munder I. He gives us room to think that flie died 
before the publication of his Hidory, which was in the year 1614. Suppofing then her 
ladyffiip’s age to have been a hundred and fifty at the time of her death, (he might have 
danced in the court of King Edward, at the age of nineteen, a blooming widow, that 
prince not dying till 1483. 

This lady was a mod popular fubjed with the painters : befides this at Dupplin, 
there are not fewer than four others in Great Britain, in the fame drefs, and witnout 
any ffiffercnce of feature. The mod ancient is on board,. in a bed-chamber at Qevon- 
(hire-houfe, with her name and age (140) inferibed. The honourable John Yorke 
has another, at his feat near Cheltenham. There is a fourth in poiTeifion of Mr. Scott, 
printer, in Ch^cery-lanc ; and the fifth is in the dandard clofet in Windfor cadle. 
The lad was a prefent from Sir Robert Car, Earl of Roxburgh, as is fignified on the 
back ; above that is written with a pen, Rembrandt, which mud be a midake, for Rem* 
brandt was not fourteen years of age in 1614, at which time it is certain that the Coun- 
ters was not living §. 1 ne picture at Dupplin, which is much in the manner of that 
celebrated painter, is probably a copy done by him after feme original he nught have 
met with in his own country ,*for it does not appear be ever vifited England. 

Take the eariicd opportunity of paying my refpe^ to Mr. OUphant, pod*mader* 
general, at bis feat of Roffie, a few miles from Dupplin. 1 am in a particular manner 
mdebted to this gentleman for the liberal concern be took in my journey, by diredting 
that ail my correfpondencies relating to it (hould be breed and forwarded to me. A true 
indance of pational politenefs, and a peculiar honour done to myfelf. 

In my road trofs the Earn, and.pafe by the church of Fort-teviot, once the fite of a 
Fidtifii palace, where Kenneth II. departed this life 1 |, and where Malcolm Canmore is 
laid to have refided. Near this place, a little to the wed, are the vediges of a camp, 
occupied by Edward Baliol, immediately before thie battle of Dupplin, in Augud 13^2. 
Donald, Earl of ^r, regent in the minority of David II., lay encamped on the hill; 

* Wbitelock, Sv 145. \ Staj^gerlng State, &c 151- , t Hill, of the World, book i. ch. v. feA. 5. 

f Grainger’s Biogr. voL ii. 8vo. i779>8o. || Guthrie, i. 156. 
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at no great diltance from Dupplin houfe. .By an unhappy but common difagretmtent 
in feudal times, the other part of his forces were feparated under the Earl of Dunbar, 
at Auchtcrardcr, a few miles difiant. This had determined Mar to (land on the defen- 
(ive till he could be joined by the former ; but Baliol eroding the river in the night, 
and beginning his attack, he was induced partly by that, partly by the reproach of timi- 
dity from the Earl of Carrick, to fuff’er his prudence to give way to ralhnefs, and to 
renew the dght with Baliol, fupported by the Englilh archers, the beft troops then in 
Em-opc. A horrible carnage enfued : three thoufand Scots fell on the fpot, among 
whonj were the flower of the nobility } witli no farther lofs to the enemy than two 
knights, and thirty-three ’fquires, without that of one common man. The day was 
particularly fatal to the Hays. Hiftorians relate that the name would have been ex- 
linft, had not fcveral of the warriors left their wives pregnant. We may be permitted 
to qualify this, by fuppofmg, as feems to have bcen the cafe, that the line of the chief- 
tain would have failed but for fuch an accident, a polfhumous child preferving the race ; 
or perhaps the whole may have been an invention, burrowed from the Roman (lory of 
the Fabii. 

Aiigufl 26. Determine on a iitj^Ie journey up Stratheam, and to the head of the 
river, at the loch of the fame name. At a fmall diltance from Dupplin, at the top of the 
hill, (irft meet with the Roman road, twenty.four feet broad, formed with great (tones, 
and vifiblc in many places. It continues one way by Tibbirmoor to Bertha, and from 
thence over the Tay near Perth ; and to the weft pafles a little to the north of the caftle 
of Innerpeffery, and is continued on the other fide of the river, where it falls into the 
camp at Strageth, and from thence to that at Ardoch. Mr. Maitland feems to have 
. traced the Roman roads and camps of North Britain with great induftry, and to have 
difeovered many that were never before obferved. It was my ill fortune not to meet 
with his book till 1 had in a manner quitted the claiTical ground, therefore mud refer 
the reader to his (irft volume of the Hiftory of Scotland for an account of thefe curious 
remains. 

Proceed weft. Pafs by the great plantations at Ga(k-hall : in thefe woods is a fmall 
circular intrenchment ; and about half a mile farther, on Ga(k-moor, is another, whofe 
ditch is eleven feet wide ; the area within the bank ftfty-fix in diameter ; and between 
this and Innerpeffery are two others, limilar, placed fo near, that every thing that ftirred 
^beneath, or at a certain diftance around, could be feen, having probably been the fite of 
little obfervatory forts, fubferirient to the ftations eftablifhed by Agricola, on his conquefi; 
of this country. 

Reach the village of Innerpeffery. At this place is a good room, with a library, for 
the ufe of the neighbourhood, founded by David, Lord Madderty, which (till receives 
new fupplics of books. Juft beneath crofs the Earn in a ferry-boat, and turning to the 
left vifit the Roman camp at Strageth : much of it is now defaced with the plough ; 
but many of the vaft foffes and ramparts are to be feeti in feveral parts ; alfo the rows 
of folfes and ramparts fiu:ing the exterior fouth-weft .fide. According to Mr. Gordon, 
who caufed it to be furveyed and engraved, the length is ninety-five paces, the breadth 
near eighty. , * 

Breakfaft at Mr. Keir’s, agent to the forfdted eftateof the Duke of Perth.. The 
ground here is fertile, and about this place (Muthel) is well cultivated ; the land is 
manured with grey marie, filled with river (hells, though lodged right feet beneath the 
furface ; and turnips and cabbages are raifed to feed the cattle; an example, if followed, 
of the firft importance to the country. * 
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■ Proceed along the military road towards Crieff See on the road fide a row of neat 
fmall houfes, intended for quiet retreats for diibanded foldiery, but, as ufual, defcrtcd 
by the colonifts. This fee'ms to have been the only Utopian project of the conimi(> 
fioners appointed by his Majefty for the management of the forfeited eftates unalitnably 
annexed to the crown, by the aft of 25 George If. But as thefe gentlemen, with rare 
.patriotifin, difeharge their trull without falary, they ought not to be liable to cenfure^ 
like hireling placemen, on every trifling failure *. 

The fervice that this board has been of to North Britain is I'o confiderablc, that it 
merits a little farther attention than I have hitherto paid it. Firil, I mull premife that 
the grofs rent of thefe eflates amounts to about eight thoufund pounds ; but after pay> 
ing certain annuities to the widows of attainted porfons, minifters’ ftipends, and other 
public demands, the falaries of agents, and other ncceflary oiHcers, the clear refidue, 
which comes into the hands of the recciver-gencrai, amounts to little more than 5000I. 

The application of this money has proved a great benefit to the country ; out of it is 
paid annually two hundred pound.s to fchoolm^ers (lationed in many remote parts of 
the Highlands. The like fum annu.illy for the purpofe of bringing up the fons of the 
poorer tenants to ufeful trades ; fucli as biackfmiths, cart-wrights, coopers, weavers, 
nax-dreflers, &c. &c. ; who, befides the expence of their education, are furnilhed with a 
fetof tools, and a reafonable aid towards enabling them to purfuc their refpeftivc trades, 
when they return to fettle in their own country. 

The commiilioners often fend the fons of i'ome of the better fort of tenants into the 
Lowlands, and feme into England, to be taught the bed fort of fanning. They en- 
courage artificers to fettle on the annexed eflates, by affording them proper' accoinino- 
dation, and bellowing on them feafonable aids, 'lliey have from tiuu to time expended 
large fums for the purpofe of introducing and edablifhing the linen and the woollen 
manufaftures, and for promoting filheries in the Highlands ; for making highways, and 
erefting bridges within the annexed efl-ates and countries adjacent. In particular, they 
bellowed, under the fanftion of His Majelly’s permiffion, an aid of eleven thoufand 
pounds towards building a bridge over the Tay at Perth ; a noble work, and of great 
national utility. 

They have caufed large trafts of barren and uncultivated grounds on different parts 
of theellates to be inclofed, and planted with oaks, firs, and other trees, now in a very 
profperous condition, and which will in time be of confiderable value. They allow 
certain fums to tenants for inclofing their farms, free of intered for three years, after 
which they are to pay five per cent, advance in their rent. They employ ikilful perfons 
to make trials for difeovery of mines and minerals, of medical and other ufeful indige- 
nous plants. They lend their aid tb every undertaking of" public utility, that comes 
within the intent of the aft, and conflantly keep in view and hope to accumplilh the 
great objefts of it : ** the civilimng of the inhabitants of the annexed ellates, the pro* 
'inofing among them the proteftant religkm, good government, indullry, manufaftures, 
and the principles of loyalty to the prefent royal line.’* , 

Soon after leaving thefe houfes, the unfortunate proofs of their good intentions, ob- 
ferve on the righl: and left two great rocks, called Concraig, runmng eail and well for 
a vail .way; their fronts ile^, and perfeftl^ fmootb and even, fo as to be eafily mif- 
taken far a walk Go over the bridge of Cnef> and pafs through the town. It is plea- 

* Several advantages fullowed tbia pho, netwhbftanding the primary ohjeA miTcarried. 1. It caufed a 
great deal of ground to j>c inclnfed with hedget and ditches, a. It gave rife to feveral plantations. 3 It 
produced a proper manner of building cotuges, and wt comfortable maofiona for a more iadultrious peopfe 

after they were deterted by their firft iomatet. 
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fantly fe.'ited on the fide of a hill, and tolerably well built. It pofiefies a fmall fliaro of 
tl'-’ coarl'e linen manufafture. 

'rurn to the north-weft, and have in front a fine view of the ferpentine Earn, and 
nuinbei-s of little hills tufted with trees, and backed by immcnfc rugged mountains. 

Pafs by Auchtertyre, the feat of Sir William Murray, fituatcd on a hill, Tprinklcd 
over with good oaks, and commanding a moft elegant view. The pretty Loch Moni- 
vard lies beneath, M’hofe bottom yields a quantity of excellent marie, which is drugged 
up for a manure. ^ I'he church of the fame name lies at a fmall diftance from it. About 
the year 1511, this place was a horrid feene of feudal revenge. Walter Murray, abbot 
ot Inchaftery, having a claim on the tythes of this parifh, then the property of the 
Drummonds, rode the boundaries in a manner that was interpreted by them infulting 
and tumultuous. They were determined to repel the abbot and his party, and at the 
inftant were accidentally joined by an ally, the captain of Dunftaftage, who was likewife 
on an errand of revenging the murders of fome Drummonds by certain of the name of 
Murray. The abbot fearing to be overpowered, took fan£tuary in the church ; when 
a (hot from one of his party flew a follower of Dunftafiage, who took inftant and cruel 
vengeance, by burning the place and all that had retired into it. 

I^fs by Laurs, a feat of Colonel Campbell, agreeably placed amidft woods. Go 
through the village of Comerie, pear which are four great ftones, ereft, and placed fo 
as to form a fquare. They appear to me the portal of a druidical temple, or place of 
worfliip, now deftroyed ; and that it was meant to digpify the entrance, and infpire the 
votaries with greater reverence, as if it was the place of peculiar'fanffity. The curious, 
by confulting p. 187, and tab. xv. of the learned Borlafe’s Antiquities, may find acorn-- 
pieto hiflory of what thefe ftones form only a part. 

The valley begins now to grow very narrow, being continually interfered by fmall 
but beautilul hills, moftly cioathed' with woods, which occafion every half mileor lefean 
agreeable change of feene ; new vallies fucceed, or little plains beyond plains, watered 
by the Earn, here limpid and rapid ; frequently to be crolTed on genuine Alpine bridges, 
fupporteJ by rude bodies of trees ; over them others covered with boughs, well gra^ 
veiled over. H'he higher we advanced the more pirurefquc the feenes grew ; the little 
hills that before iuterfer-'d the vales, now changed into great inlulated rocks, fome 
naked, others cioathed with trees. We wound about their bafes frequently through 
groves of fmall oaks, or by the fide of the river, with continued views of the vaft rug- 
ged Grampians on each hand, foaring far above this romantic feenery. Some litde 
corn and grafs filkd the fmall plains where there was fpace free from trees. The laft 
was now in harveft ; but fo ihort, that the peafants were obliged to kneel to cut it with 
a fickle. Their induftry went fo far as to induce them to cut it even among the bufties, 
and carry it into open places for the benefit of drying it in the free air. 

At once arrive in fight of Loeb-Earo, a fine extent of water, about eight miles long 
and one broad, filling the whole vale. A pretty ifle tufted with trees divides the lake 
at this end. The boundaries are the vaft and rugged mountains, whofe wooded bafes 
bound the margin, and very rarely mve any opportunity of cultivation. A fine road 
through woods impends over one fide, and is a ride of uncommon beauty.* The great 
rocks that lay above us guarding the lands of Glen^Karken, are moft'wild and pi£lu- 
refque ; for a while bend inwards, then foar preci^tous,‘prefenting a wooded front, 
overtopped with naked rocks, opening in parts to give a view of corn fields and farm 
houfes, at a dreadful height above us. 

This lake is the termination of Stratherh towards the north-weft, and gives name 
to the river which gives name to the valley. The word is originally derived from the 
• * % Geltic, 
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CelHc, Eryo, or Heryn, the weft, as the river runs from that quarter. The Romans 
adopted it } and Claudian in particular fpeaks of this country, when celebrating the 
viftories of the elder Theodoiius. 

maduerufit Saxonc fufo 
Orcadei : Incaluk Ptftorum fan^uine Thule r 
Scotorum cumuloa flevtt glacialis lerne 

The Orkmea firft he dyed with Saxon gorcr 
Then Thule with the Piftifli blood grew hot : 

Icy Strathern bemoanM huge heapa of Scota. 

Return and dine at Comerie. Near this place, on a plain of fome extent, is the 
famous camp which Mr. Gordon contends to have been occupied by Agricola, imme- 
diately b^ore the battle of Mons Grampius, and to which, in order to fupport his 
argument, he gives the name of Galgachaa, as if derived from Galgacus, leader of the 
Caledonians at that ftital engagement. This camp lies between the river of Earn 
and the little ftream called me Rudbel : and on a plain too contradted for fuch a 
number of combatants as Tadtus. fays there was, to form and adt in, or for their 
charioteers or cavalry to fcour the field. There are indeed fmall hills at the foot of 
the greater, where the Bridlh forces might have ranged themfelvcs before the battle j 
but the diftance from the fea b an infuperable argument againft thb bebg the fpot, as 
we »re exprelsly informed that Agricola fent hb fleet before, in order to diftradf and 
divide the attention of theoumy, and that he himfelf marched with his army till he 
arrivjed at the Grampbn mountains, where he found Galgacus encamped. From the 
whole account g^ven by Tacitus, it fhould be fuppofed, that adion was fought in an 
open countryj^at the ^t of certain hilb, not in a little plain amidft deflIes, as the 
vallies about Comerie cohfift of. A conje^re may be made hereafter concerning the 
fpot where the Grampian vidory was obtuned. The battle which was fought here, 
might have been that occaiioned by the attack of the Caledonians on the ninth legion. 
Claffical authority informs, that, in the general infurredion of that gallant people in 
the flixth year of Agricobb cmnroand, he divided hb army into three ^rts ; one might 
be at .Ardoch, die other at Strageth, the third or the ninth legion might be fent to pufli 
up the defiles of Comerie, in order to prevent the enemy from furrounding him, or 
taking advantage of their knowledge of the country, or his inferiority of numbers f. 
Nb three divifions by lb near, as to enable them to aflift each other in cafe of an 
attack. 

The Caledonians naturally direded their force agmnft the weakeft of the three 
armies, the ninth legion, which probably had not fully recovered the lofr it fuftained 
in the bloody attack by Boadicb |. The camp alfo was weak, being no more than a 
common one, fuch as the Romans flung up on their march. It has no appearance of 
ever having been ftadve : and it b probable that as foon as Agricob had, by an ex- 
peditious march, relieved this part of hb army out of a difliculty they were fairly iu- 
volved in, he delbrted the place, and never hazasded hb troops again amidft the 
narrows of dib^boftib coumiy. Weapons and other inftruments have been difeovered 
on tl)e fpot, in the courfe of tM forming the roads through thb pafs. A brazen fpur, 
iron bands, a fort of iron hammer, and a moft curious fmall iron battle-axe, or rather 
pick-axe, have been met with j which are evidences of a conflid on this fpot. 

% De IV. ConC I^noriu 

f N« biaavaa Aunno ct peritis loeoniro circumirttw, divifo, et iple m Uet partn cxcrcitu 
yitAAfrieoIc. ^ T«c!ti Af»ik(,lib. xir, c. }». . 
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The camp, notwithftanding it could not boaft of any great ftrength, is beautifully 
defigned. The four entrances are entire, guarded by curtains within and without j 
but there are no vcftiges of the prstorium, which confirms my fufpieion that the at- 
tack was begun before ail the ufual works were completed. On the north fide of this 
is another fquare entr^chment, joined to this by a regular communication. One fide 
had been bounded by the Ruchcl, but at prefent that little llreanv has removed itl'clf 
to fome diftance. 'V^thin this entrenchment is another : I cannot help thinking that 
thefe works were intended as a ftationary fort, it having the fituation that the Ro- 
mans confulted, that of a river on one fide, but ihat it was left unfiniihed for the fame 
reafon that the camp was. The fize of the camp is about nine hundred and feventy- 
five feet by nine hundred. There are fome particularities about this place worthy to 
be mentioned ; fuch as the multitude of oblong hollows that lie parallel, and divided 
from one another by banks three feet wide, which are to be feen juft on the outfide 
of the northern agger of the camp. Thefe feem to have been places for dreffing the 
provifions for the foidiery, not places of interipent, as was fufpefled ; for Mr. Macnab, 
ichoolmafter of Comerie, at my requeft, was fo obIi|[ing as to caufe feveral of thefe 
holes to be dug through, and informed me that nothing but lai^e quantities of wood 
charcoal was to be found, the culinary fuel ; and not the leaft trace of um or human 
bones were met with to countenance the other opinion. Befides thefe are two remains 
of antiquities, both monumental. The one BritiOi, a vaft upright ftone, near the. edge 
of the camp : perhsqis ereded, after the retreat of the Romans, by (he Caledonians, 
over fome chiefirin firin in the fight. The other a vaft tumulus, which probably co> 
vered the flain. This was a Roman tribute to the memory of their unfortunate 
countrymen. Germanicus performed fuch exequies x>ver the remains of the legions 
Varus in Germany, and carried the firft fod to the heap. Primum extruendo turntdo cef- 
pitem Caf&r gratiffimo munere in drfunSIoSf et prafentibus dohris Jbeiis *. 

Aug. -27. Vifit Cgftle Drummond, feated boldly on the fide of a hili, anudft a fine 
extent of woods, commanding a great view down Strathearn. The houfe is very un- 
equal to the fituation, being both mean and fniall ; nor is it of any great antiquity. 
On the back part are fome remains of the old caftle, built by Sir Jofoi Drummond, 
hereditary Reward of Strathearn in 1493, after removing from the ancient feat of the 
family at Stebhall. The fomily derive themfelves from Mauritz, an Hungarian of 
royal blood, who, having the conduft of the mother and fifters of Edgar Atheling, in 
their flight the Norman ufurper, was (with his royal charge) driven by aftorm into 
the Firth of Forth. The reigning monarch Malcolm Canmore fell in love with, and mar* 
ried the Princefs Margaret, one of the fifters ; and, in reward to Mauritz, for his 
fMIful pilotage, made him a confiderable grant of lands, and caufed him to aflame 
the name of Drymen, or the hi^h ridge > but figuratively the great wave of the fea, 
in memory of the perils from which he had delivered the fair Queen. 

'jnie caftle was befieged immediately after the cruel burning of the church of Moni. 
vard } the chieftain and his followers having retired thither to fereen themfelves from 
their merited punifliment. It foon furrendered to the King, James IV. on condition 
that their lives fliould be preferved ; but as foon a; that Prince got them* in his ponw, 
he carried them to Stirling, where they folBfered death. for their impious barbarity. 
It was afterwards befieged, taken and garrifoned by CromwelPs forces, and finally, at 
the Revolution, totally demolilhed. The nrin of the fiimily was completed > 1745, 
when the Duke of Perth, by an unfortunate attachment, forfeited the ancient eftate, to 

* Taciti Am. lib. i. e. da. 
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the amount of fout thou&nd a year, and loft liis life, worn out with the fatigues of the 
winter's campjdgn. 

Continue my ride foutherly. See, on the top of a moor about four miles from 
Caftle Drummond, a fmall but ftrang exploratory fort, called Kemp, or, more pro- 
per'y, Camp-Caftle. The area is feventy-fix feet by fixty.four, and is defended by 
three deep ditches. ^ This feems to have been a place of obfervation fubfervient to that 
of Ardoch, two miles diftant. The Roman way, which is continued from the camp 
at Strageth, paffes by this fort, and leads me to the next. On each fide are to be ob- 
lerved multitudes of holes, moftly of a round form, out of whieh probably the materials 
had been got for the making of the roads, fuch at leaft are frequent on the fides of the 
Roman roads in England and in Italy. 

Pafe through a fmall glen, or rather a deep hollow, which croflesthe road, and fee a 
dee|> and oblong trench, perhaps made as a lodgment for a fmall party to defend this part. 
A little further, on a line with this, is a fmall round area, like thofe on Gafkmoor, 
but confiderably ftronger, being furrounded by not fewer than three foflfes. Not re- 
mote from this, on the front of a deep . dell, is a regular lunette, with a very ftrong 
fols ; and near that again another round fort, defended by two ditches. 

From this lunette is a great fofs, which palfes half a mile wide of Ardoch, and, as 
il was informed, fell into the water of Kneck, at two miles diftance ^m its origin. 

1 1 a^ now in the midft of claftical ground ; the bufy fcene of action in the third year 
of Agricola's expeditions. Through this valley he led his troops, when he carried the 
terror of his arms as far as tlie Tay ; when he pamed unmolefted through new difcovered 
n^ioM, with the elements warring againft him Here after all the difficulties he met 
wjth in condu^ng his forces through the forefts, and wading through asftuaries firft 
tried by himfelff j he found an ample fpace for ereding of fortrefles, and eftablifhincr 
of ftations (. Of thefe 

Ardoch forms the firft and chief, feated at the head of two vales, and commanding 
a view into each : into the fertile Strathallan, which lea^ to Stirling, the probable 
•rout of Agricola ; and into the Glacialis leme, -tlie prefent Strathearn, an open tract, 
which, under the common name of Strathmore, gave full fpace for the operations of 
this cdabrated leader. 

As this Ba^onary camp was the moft important, fo it was fecured with greater 
ftrragth and airiSce than any of the reft. No general ever equalled him in the judicious 
choice of fituatioif} no camp he made was ever taken by ftorm, or obliged to furrcn- 
der, or to be deferted §.^ This he fixed, on an elevated fituation, with one fide on the 
fteep bank of ite little river of Knock, and bring fortified on that part by nature, he 
thought fit to pve it there the fecurity of only a fingle fofe. The other three have five, 
if not fix fofles, of a vaft depth, with ramparts of correfpondent heights between. The 
works on the fouth fide are much- injured ^y the plough ; the others in fine preferva. 
tkm. In die area is the prsetoriuih^- or the quarter- of the general, in a tolerable per- 
feft ftate. The area is four hundred .and^fifty feet by four hundred. The four porta, 
or entranc^ are plaii^ to be diftinguifhe<l ; and the road from the praetorian port to 
the pnetorium very viuble. ^ This iradon was of force fufficient to baffle any fiege 
from a. barbarian enemy: this was one of thofe that he made a winter garrifon during 

• Tcidm exp^tioosm MBui now apcnitt, vsftatM ofqoe ad Taom (seftuario nomen eftj niti- 
enibn^qua fomiidinc temti hoftet, qaaaqapm conflidstnm f**w tempeftatibus, cxercitum laccffere non 

f Altuaru ac lyWu Jple pnctcnure. \ % Pon^ifque infuper caftellii fpatium fuit. 

4 Adnotabant non alinm dneem okportnnttatet locorom fapientiut legifle } nnllum ab AgricoU 

pofitum csftdlom ant ri hol^nm capngnatutr} ant padtione ant fuga defertum. 
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the remaining time of his command in the country ; and by laying in a year’s maga- 
zines of provifions freed the foldiers from all apprehenfions of a blockade *, and en- 
abled them to make frequent fallies. 

To the north of this fortrefs are the outlines of three inclofures, furrounded, if I 
recoHc£k right, by only Angle ramparts. They are the works of different periods, or 
perhaps might have been the fummer camps to this ftation ; or they might have been 
the proceftria to the place, a fort of free towns, built and inclofed with flight entrench- 
ments, under the cover of the fort, which might be ftyled their citadel f. The fird is 
contiguous to it, and receives into the weft fide the Roman road. The menfurements 
of the area are a thoufand and eighty feet by eight hundred and forty. The portu: 
are quite filled up. 

Another very large one lies north of this, and part of the fouth, and even trefpafli s 
on, and takes in a iinall portion of it. The four entrances are very vifible, and each 
has, by way of defence, oppofite to it, on the outfide, a Ihort rampart. The dimen- 
lions of this are two thoufand fix hundred feet, by fixteen hundred and feventy. The 
prefent road to Stirling runs through the inidft of this. 

A third, which feems never to have been completed, breaks in on one fide of the 
greater ; it points towards the Kneck, and. either never reached that water, or has 
been on that fide totally defaced. 

Many antiquities have been found about this ftation, fuch as bits of bridles, fpear- 
heads, and armour, which were depofited at Ardoch-houfe, the feat of Sir 'William 
Stirling, where they remained till the year 1715, when they were carried away by the 
foldiers. Since that time a very curious fepulchral monument has been difeovered 
there, and prefented to the College at Glafgow. It is inferibed thus : 

D/s niambus Ammonius. Damionis cob. i. Hi/hanorum Ji/pendiorum XXV U. He-, 
redes F. C. 

This is engraven in the xvth plate of the College Antiquities, and mentioned by 
Mr, Horfley among the Scottifli monuments. Sir William Stirling did me the honour 
of informing me, that feveral coins have been found there, but now difperfed j and 
that there is in his poffeflion an urn filled with afhes, a fragment of the unburnt fcull, 
and a piece of money. The laft had, in all probability, been put into the mouth 
of the deceafed as the fare of Charon for wafting hjm over Styx. 

1 muft not omit, that oppofite to Ardoch, on the other fide of the Kneck, is a place 
called the Keir. Here, fays Mr. Gordon, (for I did not vifit it,) are a great many 
circumvallations and ramparts of .fton'e and earth, and regular terraces defeending on 
the fide of the hill. In Wales we have man^ Britifli pofts that bear the general name 
of Caer ; and had 1 time to have examined it, I fhould doubtlefs have found it to have 
been one. 

Nor muft I leave this place without obferving, that from its ramparts is to be feen 
the plain of Shcriffmoor, .where the ilhdifputcd battle of Dunblain was fought in 1715. 
'1 he Earl of Mar lay with his aj my the evening before at .Ardoch. 

Qa leaving this fine relique of antiquity, proceed down Stratheam. « Pafs by -a ftti- 
pendous Cairn; Crofs an extenfive black moor, ‘and foon after feath Tullibardine J, 

great old houfe, the original feat of the Murrays, and’ which gives the title of Mar- 


* Crebrse eriiptioncs ; nam adverfus tnoras obfidionts, annuls copiis ^rmabantur. 
t Vide Hot fleyt p. ioi« 

% From TuHochi a lullockp and Bardin, bards; this place being fuppofed to Ihvc been approprlatiil to 
the fupport of a bard. In old tim^s diftrids were allotted by the great men for their fupport, >jihich often 
became hereditary in their faihilics. DoAor Macpherfoii) aiS* 

VOX. III. 3 O 
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c^uis to the heir of Athol. In 1715 it was made a garifon Ijy the rebels, and for fomc 
time impeded the advance of the King’s army towards Perth. Before the houfe, ac- 
cording to honeft Lindefay, was (hewn the length and the breadth of the great fhip, 
the Great Michael, built by James IV. and defcribed by his hiftorian with moll fcrupu- 
lous minutcncfs *. The dimenHons, fays he, were exprelTed here by the fliipwrights, 
by a plantation of hawthorns, which I looked for, but in vain. 

Near the houfe is a very neat cafe of a ftnall church ; but the infide is quite ruinous. 

Draw near the Ochil hills, verdant and fmooth ; fee at a fmall didance, at their 
foot, Kincardine, an ancient feat of the Montrofe family. To the left is the fmall 
town of Auchterardire, which, with Muthel, Blackford, Dlnin, and feveral other 
villages, were burnt by an order of the Pretender, dated from his court at Scone, 
the ryth of January, and the fifteenth year of his reign, 1715 — 1716. This cruel 
command was executed in a mod uncommonly fevere feafon ; and the poor inhabi- 
tants of every age and fex left expofed to the rigour of the cold. To palliate thefe 
proceedings, the necefllty of obfiruding the march of the King’s forces towards Perth 
was pleaded : and that the Pretender, on his flight from that city, left in the hands 
of General Gordon, for the ufe of the fuflerers, a large fum of money, with a letter 
to the Duke of Argyle, requefiing a prop.er diftribution. 

Go through Dinin, and reach Dupplin at night. 

Aug. 28. Ride to fee the ruins of a great cairn on the road fide, about a mile north 
of Dupplin, which had been lately demolifhed. On removing the fiones, were dif- 
covered at the bottom a great number of chells whofe dimenfions were two feet 
eight by two feet two, every one confiding of five flags, forming four fides and a lid. 
In all excepting one were bones, and mixed with them in fome of the chefis were 
round perforated bodies, which I fufped to have been druidical beads ; there were 
befides numbers of rings, heart* fliaped trinkets, and others of a flat and oblong form, 
all made of a coarfe glafs. 

At a fmall diflance from this place is the plain of Tippir-moor, where the Marquis 
of Montrofe gained a fignal viftory over the Covenanters, a rabble from the county of 
Fife, with an inferior army of half-armed Highlanders and Irifli. ** If ever God fpake 
word of truth out of my mouth,” fays one of the enthufiaftic divines to his friends, “ I 
promife you in his name aflured vidory this day but he was poffefled with a lying 
fpirit ; for two thoufand of their flbek fell in the field, and two thoufand more were 
taken prifoners. Tradition records a barbarous fuperflition of the Irilh troops, who that 
morning put to death an innocent herdfman they happened to meet, from the notion 
that vidory would declare itfelf for the party which firlt drew blood. 

* In tills fame year the King of Scotland bilged a great (htp, called the Great Michael, which was the 
greateft (hip, and of moil ftrength, that ever failed in England or France ; for this (hip was of fo great 
ftdtiire, and took fo much timber, that, except Falkland, (he wafted all the woods in Fife, which was oak 
wood, by all timber that was gotteil out of Norroway ; for (he was fo ftrong, and of fo great length and 
breadth, (all the wrights of Scotland, yea and many other ftrangers, wtfre at her device, by the King’s 
commandment,' who wrought very bufily in her, but it was year an^ day ere (he was complete.) To wit. 
She was twelve fepre foot of length, and thirty (ix within the (ides ; (he was ten foot thick in the wall^ and 
boards on every fide, lb ftack and fo thick that no cannon could go through her. This great (hip cum- 
bred Scotland to get her to the Tea. « From the time that (he was afloat, and her mails and fails complete, 
with tows and anchors offeiring thereto, (he was counted to the King to be thirty thoufand pounds of ex- 
pcncts.by her artillery which was very great and coftly to the King by all the ltd of her orders. To wit. 
She bare many cannons, fix on every fide, with three great ballils, two behind in her dock, and one before, 
with three hundred (hot of fmall artillery, that is to fay, my and and battered falcon, and quarter-falcon, 
flings, ptftilent ferpeten»,«and double-dogs, with hagtor and cuUeriug, cors-bows and hand-bows. She had 
three hundred mariners to fail her ; (he nad fix fcore of gunners to ufe her artillery ; and had a thoufand 
men of war by her captains, (hippers, and quarier-mafters.’* * 

14 Reach 
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Reach the church of Tippir-moor, which takes its name from a hdy w-ell, dcJicat! d 
to the Virgin Mary. This parifli was fometime the refidence of thebiihop of DuukelJ. 
Bifliop Galfred died here in 1249 ; and Bifliop Sinclair in 1337 *. 'I'hc lafl rc-built 
and rcftored the church of St. Serf, on the north fide of the wate r of Almond, once 
the chief of this pariih ; but, as report goes, was afterwards deferted on account of a 
child of Lord Ruthven’s being drowned in the river, in returning from being baptized. 

Below the minifter’s houfe is a rhomboid intrcnchmenr, cafed the Ward ; but there 
is not the lead tradition about the dcfign of it. A liltle farther is a high copped 
tumulus or mount, flyled the round Law, fuch places being in thefe parts generally 
fuppofed to have been the feats of juftice. 

At a fmall diftance from hence arrive at the high banks above the river Almond, 
which here waters the plain that extends to Pertli, and falls into the Tay, about a mile 
above that city. Near this place was feated the ancient Bertha, or Perth, which 
Boethius alTerts had been the refidence of the Scottifli Kings. Here, fays he, Kenneth 
excrcifed fevere juftice on the great Banditti >. This place, fays Buchanan |, was be- 
fieged by the Danes before the battle of Loncarty ; it was totally deftroyed by a flood 
in 1210, and the city re-built on the fpot where the prefent Perth ftands. The tide of 
the Tay, in former times, reached this place; from which circumftance is derived the 
name, Bertha, being a contraftion from Aber-Tay, or the place where the Tay met the 
fea §. An anchor has been found here ; and, as I have been told, that on digging, are 
to be found almoft every where old walls, vaults and caufeways, far beneath the pre- 
fent furface of the ground. The Romans had a Ration on its banks, which thdr road 
pointed to : and ftill the falls of the cliffs produce many proofs of the truth of the af> 
fertion. About eight years ago, by the lapfe of a great piece of land, was difeovered 
great quantities of excellent iron, in fhort thick bars, from one to two feet in length, as 
if it had been cut for the conveniency of retailing. 

Other falls have produced difeoveries ftill more Angular, and have layed open a 
fpecies of interment, as far as I know, hitherto unnoticed. Some years ago, in the 
face of a broken bank, were difeovered, fix pillars in a line, ten feet diftance fron; one 
another, and eighteen feet high from the top of the ground to the bed of the Almond, 
fhewing out of the bank a femicircular face. Thefe proved to have been the contents 
of certain cylindrical pits, funk in the earth as places of fepulture. The urns were 
placed in them, and the hollows Ailed with earth of a different kind from the banks, 
and fo ftrongly rammed in, as to remain coherent, after the former had in part been 
wafhed away. The Rev. Mr. Duff has deferibed thefe hollows in a manner fomewhat 
different, comparing them to the fegments of a cone, with the broader part downwards ; 
and to have been Ailed with bones, afhes, and fragments of urns. Thefe funebrious 
veffels have been found here of different Azes ; one of very uncommon dimenfions as 
well as materials : being of fine clay only half an inch thick ; and entirely plated in the 
infide with brafs. It is capable of containing ten gallons ; and was Ailed with afhes. 
Other urns of a fmall Aze have been met with in thefe pits ; one held fome wood afhes, 
and part of a lacrymatory ; an evidence of the nation they belonged to. So that if 
we may rely on the map of Richard of Cirenceflci*, this place might have beep the 
Orrea of the Romans. 

A mile farther, on the plain, is the ancient houfe of Ruthven ; once the feat of the 
unfortunate Cowries. It conAfts of two fquare towers, built at different times; and 

* Mili’i Lives of the Biihopi of Donkeld, MS. f Lib. XI. p>a>7* 

\ Lib. , VI. c. 31. . § Aunals Scotland, 138. 
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diftintl: from each Other ; but now joined by buildings of latter date. The top of one 
of the towers is called the Maiden’s leap, receiving its name on the following occafion : 
a daughter of the firft Earl of Gowrie was addreiled by a young gentleman of inferior 
rank in the ncigliboiirhnod, a frequent vifitorof the family, who never would give the 
lead countenance to liis paflion. His lodging was in the tower, feparatc from that of his 
midrefs ; 

Sed vetiiere pntres quod non potuere vctarc. 

The lady, before the door was dint, conveyed herfelf into her lover’s apartment ; but 
fonie prying Duenna acquainted the countefs with it ; who cutting oiF, as ihc thought, 
all poilibility of retreat, hadened to furprize them. The young lady’s ears were quick; 
Ihe heard the footdeps of the old countefs, ran to the fop of the leads, and took the 
ilefperate leap of nine I'cef four inches over a chafm of fixty feet, and luckily lighting 
on the battlements of the other tower, crept into her own bed, where her adoniihed 
mother found her, and of courfe apologized for the unjud fufpicion. The fair daugh- 
ter did not choofe to repeat the leap ; but* the next night eloped, and was married. 

But this place was the fccne of more ferious tranfadions,. which laid the foundation 
of a refentment that proved fatal to its noble mader. Here was executed the generous 
defign of freeing James VI. from his worthlefs favourites, w'ho were poifoning his youth 
with exalted notions of royal prerogative ; and indilling into him thofe principles which, 
in after times, proved fo dedrudive to his progeny. Gowrie, with numbers of other 
peers, inveigled James into this cadle, in the year 1582, on his return from a hunting 
match in Athol. When he was about to depart, he was flopped by the nobles in a body, 
who-prefented him with the memorial againd the ill condud of his principal favourites. 
He endeavoured to free himfelf from redraint, but was prevented ; and upon his hord- 
ing into tears, was told by the guardian of Glames, that it was better children weep than 
bearded men. This was called the Raid of Ruthven. The confpirators carried him 
off ; but on his efcape he again refigned himfelf to Arran, a favourite void of every 
fpecies of virtue, and even, after an aft of oblivion, declare'd them guilty of high trea- 
fon, |nd aftually put Gowrie to death at Stirling, after a trial injurious to his Majedy’s 
honour. 

After the doubtful confpiracy of the two fons of this unfortunate nobleman at Perth; 
and after their deaths, and podhumous conviftion, the very name was aboliihed by aft 
of parliament ; the houfe indeed was preferved ; but to obliterate all memory of fo 
deteded a family, even the name of that was changed to Hunting-l'ower. 

Near this houfe is the done building called the Lowfwork, fo dyled from Low the fird 
contriver. This ferves to divert part of the water of Almond into an aquedud't, leading 
to Perth, which is of the greateft fervice to the various milk at this prefent time, and 
anciently affided to make the place almoff impregnable, by filling the ditch that fur- 
rounded the walls. On one, fide of this aqueduft is the boult of Balhoufle, a done work, 
perforated with an orifice, thirty- two inches round, guarded with’ a circle of iron at each 
end. This hole is permitted, by very ancient ufage tjo convey a portion of water to the 
mill of thatciame. A contraft is (till extant between the magidrates of Penh and 
Eviot^ then the^owner of Balhoudu, in 1464, about the repair of this boult ; and very 
lately the fame has been renewed by the Earl of Kinnoul, the prefent noble poffeffor of 
thofe lands *. 

• A* !t it tny with to preferte the memory of every fienefaAor to the human fpecies, I mud not omft 
mention of AlexanderiChridie, an Irith-Scot, who about fifty years ago in this parith, at a place called 
Tulloch, fet up the firft bleaching ground ; and was the firft perfon who introduced the right culture of 
potatoea into this country. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Duff from this fpot pointed to me the fite of Tillilum, near Perth, once a con- 
vent of Carmelites, in theeaft end of the parifh of Tippir-moor. The founder is not 
mentioned ; we only learn from Keith that Richard Inverkeithing, Bifliop of Dunkeld, 
built here a fine chapel and a houfe, in 1262, and that the fynods of the diocefe were 
wont to be kept here for fear of the Cattarranes, or the Highland robbers, till the year 
1 460, when Thomas Lauder, Bifiiop of Dunkeld, removed them to his own cathedral *. 

In my return to Dupplin had a diftant view to Methwen, a place lying between Tip- 
pir-moor and the Almond, noted for the defeat Robert Bruce received here from the 
Englifh, in 1 306, under Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke. 

The banks of this river, about two miles higher than Bertha, afforded an untimely 
grave to the fair friends, Belfie Bell, and Mary Gray, two neighbouring beauties, cele- 
brated in an elegant Scotch ballad, compofed by a lover deeply ftricken wiin the 
charms of both. One was the daughter of the- Laird of Kinvaid, the other of the 
Laird of Lednoch. A peftilcncc that raged in 1666, determined them to retire from 
the danger. They felefted a romantic and fequeftcred fpot, on the fide of Brauchie 
Burn, where * 

They bigged a bower ©n yon Burn brae. 

And ihirkM it o’er with rallies. 

Here they lived for fome time, and as fliouUl feem, without jealoufy, for they received 
the vifits of their lover, till catching the infeftion, they both died, and were both in- 
terred in the lands of Lednoch, at Dronach Haugh f. 

Auguft 29. Leave Dupplin, and re-vifit Perth. Arn honoured by the magiflratcs 
with the freedom of the city. 

Pafs over the part of the North-Inch. On this plain, in 139(5, a private war between 
the Clan Chattan, and the Clan Kay, was decided in a manner parallel to the combat 
between the Horatii and Curiatii. A cruel feud raged between thefe warlike tribes, 
which the King, Robert the III., in vain endeavoured to reconcile : at length the Earls 
of Crawford and Dunbar propofed, that the difference fhould be determined by the 
fworcl, by thirty champions on each fide. The warriors were chofen, the day of com- 
bat fixed, the field appointed, and the King and his nobility affembled as fpeftators. 
On reviewing the combatants, one of the Clan-Chattan (feized with a panic) was mif- 
fing ; when it was propofed, in order to form a parity of numbers, that one of the 
C:ian Kay Ihould withdraw ; but fuch was the fpirit of that brave people, that not one 
could be prevailed on to rcfign.the honour and danger of the day. At length one 
Henry Wind, afadlcr, who happened accidentally to be prefent, offered to fupply tlie 
place of the loft Macintofb, for the finall fuin of a French crown of gold. He w as ac- 
cepted ; the combat beg.an, and Henry fairly earned his pay, for by his prow'efs vic- 
tory declared itfelf in favour of his party. Of that of Clan-Chattan only ten and the 
volunteer were left alive, and every one of them dangcrouQy wounded. Of the Clan- 
Kay only one furvivod, who, declining fo unequal a combat, flung himfelf into the Tay, 
and fwam over unwounded to the oppofitc fhore J. 

Ride over the bridge of Pertfi, the moft beautiful ftrufture of the ^kind in North 
Britain, defigncd and executed by Mr. Smeaten, Its length is nine’hundred feet ; 
the breadth (the only blemilh) twenty-two within the parapets. The piers arc founded 
ten feet beneath the bed of the river, upon oaken and beachen piles, and ftones laid in 
puzzalane, and cramped with iron. The number of arches nitie ; of which the centre 

* MS Life of the Bifhops. t Gabions of Perth, 19. 

1 Buclianaiii lib. X 3* 
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is feventy-five feet in diameter. This noble work opens a communication with all the 
different great roads of the kingdom, and was completed at the escpence of twenty-fix 
thoufand pounds ; of this the commiflioners of forfeited eftates, by his Majefty's per- 
miflion, gave eleven thoufand ; Perth, two ; private fubferibers, four thouland feven 
•hundred and fifty-fix ; the royal boroughs, five hundred. But ftill this great work 
would have met with a check for want of money, had not the Earl of Kinnoull, with 
his charadlcriilic public fpirit, advanced the remaining fum, and taken the fecurity of 
the tolls : with the hazard only to himfclf. 

Several preceding bridges have been wafhed away by the violent Hoods, that at times 
pour down from the Highlands. The firft misfortune on record is that which befelit 
in 121 o, in the time of William the Lion, before recited by me. I am uncertain 
whether it fuft'ered a fecond time before the year 1329 ; or whether the order given 
that year by Robert I., for liberty of getting ftones out of the quarries of Kynkarachi 
and Balcormoc *, for the building of that, the bridge of Earn, and the church of Perth, 
was not for re-building the former, which might have lain in ruins fince the days of 
William. After this, it met with a fucedfiion of misfortunes, in the years 1573, 1582, 
and 15S9 ; and finally, in the year 1612, when it had been juff re-built and completed 
in the moll magnificent manner, a fatal flood overthrew the whole : a judgment, faid 
the people, on the iniquity of the place, for in 1606 here was held that parliament, 
“ at which bifhops were erefted, and the lords rode firft in their fcarlet gowns” t- 
From that period it lay neglected, till the late fuccefsful attempt reftored it at leaft to 
its former fplendor. 

On reaching the eaftem banks of the Tay, make a digreflion about a mile and a half 
to the left, to fee the celebrated abbey of Scone feated amidft beautiful woods, and, 
at a fmall diftance from the river. Long after the foundation of the abbey. Scone had 
been a place of note. It is called by fome the ancient capital of the Pifls : but it 
certainly was the feat of the princes of Scotland as early as the time of Kenneth. On 
a tumulus, ftill in being, they kept their court of juftice on this they fat to deter- 
mine the pleas between their barons, whence it was called the Mans Placiti de Scondy 
mnis terray or the Mote hill of Scone. It is alfo, fometimes called Boot hill, in allu- 
fion to a fuppofed ancient praiftice of bringing to this place, a bootfull of earth from 
different . eftates, when the proprietors were here to be inverted in them. Mote, 
in the Galic tongue, fignifies a court ; for in very early times it was cuftomary for 
the great people to deliver their laws from eminences of this kind. Our Druids had 
their Gorfeddau, where they fate aloft, and delivered their decrees, their fentences, and 
their orations to the people. 

It has been faid, that Malcolm Mac-Kenneth, or Malcolm the 11 . feated in the famous 
chair, placed on this mount, gave and diftributed all his lands of the realm of Scot- 
land amongft his men, and referved nathing in propertie to himfelf, bot the royall dig- 
nitie, and the Mutehill in the towne of Scone So that it ffiould feem the very cx- 
iftence of his royal dignity depended on the poffeffion of this hill of authority. But I 
muft remark with Mr. Guthrie, that this diftributionr ought to be taken in a more 
limited fenfe : *it being incredible that any Prince Ihould thus totally divert himfelf of all 
the royal demefoes. It is mo, ft probable that he only renewed to his barons the grants 

* On opening this quarry, for the materials of the prefent bridge, numbers of the ancient tools. were 
difeovered. 

f Gabions, 82. 

+ Or Scyon, as it is citlled in a charter of Alexander II. Vide Anderfon's Diplomats, No. XXX. 

) itegiam Majcft. p. 1. and Boethius, lib. XI. p. 345 * 
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of their lands, and in reward for their faithful ferviccs made their tenures fure and here- 
ditary, which before they held precarioufly, and on the will of the crown *. 

The abbey was founded by Alexander the Firft, in 1114, and was dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity and St. Michael the arch-angcl, and filled with canons regular of St. 
Auguftine. It is faid to have been originally a feat of the Culdecs, which is not im- 
probable, as it is not to be fuppofed that fo noted a place could be deftitute of fome re- 
ligious order. The revenues at the reformation were confiderable ; amounting to 
1140I. 6s 6d. Scots ; befides fixteen chaldrons and two firlots of wheat ; feventy-three 
chaldrons thirteen bolls, two firlots and two pecks of bear ; fixty-two chaldrons of 
tneal ; eighteen chaldrons and three bolls of oats; and one laft of falmon. 

In the church of this abbey was preferved the famous chair, whofc bottom was the 
fatal (tone, the palladium of the Scottifli monarchy ; the flione, which had firft ferved 
Jacob for his pillow, was afterwards tranfported into Spain, where it was firfi ufed as a- 
feat of juftice by Gethalus, cotemporary with Mofes. It afterwards found its way to 
Dunftaffage in Argylefliire, continued there m the coronation chair till the reign of 
Kenneth II. who to fecure his empire removed it to Scone. Here it remained, and in it 
every Scottifli monarch was inaugurated till the year 1 296, when Edward I. to the 
mortification of North-Britain, tranflated it to Weftniinfter abbey ; and with it, accord- 
ing to ancient prophecy, the empire of Scotland. 

The ceremony of placing the new monarch in the coronation chair was hereditary in 
the ancient Earls of Fife. Edward, in the midll of his ufurpation, paid a ftrift atten- 
tion to that point : the office was in Duncan the eleventh Earl ; but as he was under 
age and with the King, I find in Rymer’s Foederaf a writ dated Nov. 21, 1292, at 
Norham, directing one John of Perth, inftead of the young Earl, to perform the cere- 
mony of putting his creature John Baliol into the regal chair at Scone. 

This abbey, with the church, in the year 1559, underwent the common fate of re- 
ligious houfes, in the furious and ungovernable feafon of reformation. This was de- 
molilhcd by the zealots of Dundee, in refeutraent of one of their company being killed 
by a fliot from the houfe. The nobility who were prefent ftrove to divert their rage, 
being more interefted in the prefervation, from the profpeft of fliaring in the plunder 
of the church. 

In the church is the monument of Sir David Murray, ancefior of Lord Stormont, 
the prefent owner of the place. Sir David’s figure is placed in an attitude of devotion, 
with a long infciiption, relating his lineage, ofliccs and virtues. Charles 11 . was 
crowned in this church before he fot out in the expedition that terminated in the fatal 
battle of Worcefter. The -crown was placed on his head by the Marquis of Argyle, 
the wily peer being for once cheated by the young prince, who flattered him with the 
hope of feeing , one of his daughters mother of a line of kings J. 

In the year 1715 the old Chevalier refided here for fome time, and iifued out fix 
proclamations, among which was one for his coronation on the 23d of January 1716; 
but before that time his refoIutionjFailed, and he fled from a crown he was unworthy to 
wear. His fon,in 1745, made the place a fliort vifit. • 

Return the fame road ; pafs near the end of the "bridge of Perth, and after a fliort 
fpace, ride beneath the vaft rocks of KinnouU, which threaten deftruftion to the tra- 
veller, from the frequent falls from this black and ragged precipice. Many awful ruins 
are fcattcred far beyond the road j one of which a few years ago overwhelmed a fmall 

* Hift. Scotland, I. 226. f Vol. ii. p. 600. 

j* Clarendon, vi. 595.' 
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cottage and the poor inhabitants. Beautiful agates are frequently found in this hill. 
In e.xamining the fragments that lay beneath, I difcovcrcd a confiderable quantity of 
lava, a proof of its having been an ancient volcano. 

In tl’.e church of Kinnoull is the magniliccnt monument of Chancellor Ilay *. His 
lordflup is reprefeiitcd (landing under a rich entablature, fupported by three pillars : 
two elegantly carved, the third plain, furrounded by a coronet. His drefs is a long 
gown, great ruff, and fmall cloiV cap. The leals and a fcull arc placed on a table be- 
fore him. Beneath is a fpacc defigned lor the epitaph, but left uninferibed. 

Soon roach the noted Carfe of (Jowrie, a fine traci that extends in length fourteen 
miles, and in breadth four, bounded on the north by a range of hills called the Braes 
of Gowrie, and by the river 'Lay on the fouili. Too much cannot be faid of its ferti- 
lity. It is covered with corn of every fpecies ; peas and clover all in great perfe£lion ; 
varied with orchards, plantations, and gentlemen’s feats. I'he roads are planted on 
each fide with trees, which, with the vafi richuefs of the country, reminded me of Flan- 
ders ; and the extenfive corn lands, with the mud-houfes, dabbed on the outfide w'ith 
cow-dung, for fuel, immediately brought before me the idea of Northamptonfliire. It 
agrees with the laft alfo, in finding during fummer a great deficiency of water for com- 
mon ufes, and a great lack of fuel all winter ; fo that the 1‘ollowing is become a pro- 
verbial faying, (falfe, I truft, in the laft inftance) “ that the Carfe of Gowrie wants wa- 
ter all fuinner, fire all winter, and the grace of God all the year through.” 

The view of the Tay and the oppofitc fliore add great charms to the view. On the 
fouthern bank ftands Elcho, a poor convent of Ciftertian nuns, founded by David 
Liudfay of Glanerk and his mother, on a piece of ground belonging to Dumfcrline ; 
endowed afterwards by Madoch t, Earl of Strathearn, with the lands of Kinnaird in 
File. But the reclufes were never very opulent, as their whole revenue at the Refor- 
mation amounted but to fixty-four pounds fix fiiillings and eight-pence. 

A little further the Tay begins to fpread confiderably, and to affumc the form of an 
.aftuary. At a hamlet called Hawkeltone, fee on the road fide a very large (lone, faid 
to be that on which the hawk of the peafant Hay alighted, after it had performed its 
flight round the land which was given to the gallant ruftic in reward of his fervices : on 
it is inferibed in modern letters, I know not why, the word Caledonia. 

Reach Errol, a fmall town, remarkable for the beautiful views, particularly thofe 
from the gardens of Mr. Crawford, feated on a knowl, with a rich view of land or 
water from every part. Here I remarked the arbor vita of a very uncommon fize, 
being five feet fix inches in circumference. The feeds ripen here very well. 

Obferve, about a mile to the left, Caftle-Idon, a feat of the Lions Earls of Strathmore. 

The Carfe of Cowrie terminates a few miles farther, when the land grows higher, 
but ftill continues fertile and improved. 

The fouthern boundary of the Tay is the Ihire of Fife, a beautiful extent of country, 
xifing gently from the water edge. Newburgh, a port of Perth,- where veffels of three 
hundred tons may lie, is to be fecn on that Ihore, little eaft of Abernethy. Farther 
on are many- places of note that lie on that coaft, and were feen in the courfe of this 
day’s ride. The firft >8 l.indores,- a little eaft of Newburgh, a rich abbey, fqundcd by 
David Earl of Huntingdon,' brother to William the Firlt, on his return from the Holy* 
I.and, about the year 1178. The pious inhabitants were Tyronefian monks, drawn 
irom the abbey of Kelfo, whom Boethius pronounces to have been famous for the inno* 

♦ Sir George Fuy fird Eail of Kinnoull. 

^ Probably Malaifc or Maurice, fur 1 fee no Madochs among the Earl^# 
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Cency of their manners. Their revenue in money was two thoufand two hundred and 
forty pounds fourteen fliillings and fourpcncc Scots ; and they had befiJes twcniy.’wo 
parifti churches dependent on them. The Duke of Rothefay, eldeft fon to Robert II., 
who was ilarved to death at Falkland by his uncle, was, according to report, buried in 
the church of this abbey. 

A few miles more to the eaft, on the fame Chore, are the ruins of Balmerino; or Bal- 
inerinoch, amoR beautiful abbey of CiftcTcians (iranfplanted from Melrofs), begun by 
Alexander 11 . and his mother Kmergarda, in 1229, on lands purchafed by her for a 
thoufand marks from Richard de Rueic, who refigncd this and the lands of Cultreach 
and Ballindean to her in 1215, for this jtious ufe. Various other donations were be- 
ftowed on it ; among which may be reckoned Corbie and Birkill, and its parks, bc- 
cjucalhed by Lawrence of Abernethy, bccaufe the- royal foundrei’s had left him in her 
will a legacy of two hundred marks tterling. 'I’he preceptory of Gadvan in Fife alfo 
belonged to this abbey, and two or three of the monks always refided on it. The re- 
venues of the place were not large, not exccedii^g feven hundred and four pounds two 
Riillings ami tcnpcnce halfpenny in Scots money. At the Reformation Balilicrino was 
ereded into u barony, in favour of Sir James KIphinfton. 

Near the village of Invergowric quit the {hire of Perth, and enter that of Angus, and 
after a ride of three or four miles arrive at Dundee, a well-built town, feated on the 
mfluary of the Tay, about eight miles from the mouth, in lat. 56. — 24. 30. long, from 
l.ond()n 3 --5. 3. weft, and is the third in rank of the royal borouglis. The number 
of inhabitants in the town and fuburbs amount nearly to fourteen thoufand. Here are 
three eflabliflied churches, with three minifters and two affiftants, for the difeharge of 
the duty of the parifh, which includes a certain diftrid near the town ; befides, there 
arc two cpifcopal chapels, a meeting-houfe for the Glailltes *, and three for tha burgher 
and aniiburgher feceders. 

The town is feated on the fide of a hill, and is rather irregularly laid out. Above it 
is Law of Dundee, a mark to feamcn. The harbour is artificially protefted by piers, 
and furnifiied with a quay, on which are three very handfome public warehoufes, built 
in 1756. The largcft iscompofed of a centre a hundred feet long, with two handfome 
wings, all built of free-ftonc, and their corners adorned with ruftic work. 'Fhe harbour 
is very commodious, and very accefilble by people that arc acquainted with it. There 
are on the north fhore, near the entry of the aeftuary, tw'o light-houfes, very completely 
finiflied, and well attended, being the property of the fraternity of £iamcn at Dundee j 
but the want of a new furvey is much to be regretted, as the fands have of late years 
fliiftcd : the public therefore look up to the admiralty expeiling its attention in this 
important article. The port will contain about two Imndred fail, has at fpring tides 
fourteen feet water, and admits veffcls of upwards of three hundred tons burden. There 
are at prefent about feventy fliips belonging to the place, and one of two hundred and 
fixty-four tons, that is employed in the Greenland whale-fiflicry. An attempt is now 
making to revive the coafting cod-fifhery. 

The manufefturcs of Dundee are linen, efpecially of Ofnaburghs, fail-f Io{h, cordage, 
threads, thread-ftockings, buckrams (a new work in Scotland^ tanned leather,, and 
{hoes, for the London market; ^ts, which has fet afida their importation from Eng- 
land for the fupply of thefe parts ; and laflly, as an article of trade, may be mentioned 
a fugar-houfe, crctled about feven years ago, which does confiderable bufmefs. Here 
was, in memory of man, -a manufaftura of coarfe woollen cloth, calldd plaiden, which 

* Or the followers of Mr. John Glafs, founder of the fe<Sl of Independents in North Britain. 
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was exported undrefledt undyed, to Sweden, Cennany, and the Uiiited Provinces, for 
cloathing the troops of thofe countries ; but this was rupcifoded by that of Ofnaburgbs, 
which commenced in the year 1747, and is now the llaple of the county of Angus. 
In 1773, 4,‘J48,46o yards were damped ; tho price from fourpcnce to fixptnce a yard. 
Thefe are Ihipped for (.ondon, Newcaftle, Leith, Burrowlfoneis, and Glafoow, from 
whence they are fent to the Weil ludits and America, for tlie cloatfiing of tho flavesl 
To the fame places are alfo exported threads, foap, llioes, leather, and fadlery goods* 
To Sweden and Norway are fent potatoes, and drellings of fl ix ; and in times of plenty, 
when exportation is allowed, corn, meal, and flour, 'I’he falinon taken near Brougli- 
Tay caftle is fent falted to Holland. 

In refpeft to imports, it receives from North America, R ullia, Memel and Dantzick, 
Sweden, Norway, Spain, Portugal, the ufual exports of thofe countries ; and from 
Holland undrefl flax, for the manufacture of threads and fine linens, pot-afhes, linfeed, 
clover*feed, old iron, and madder, fortheufe of dyers. Such is its preleiit date. 

The public buildings, ancient and moflern, are thefe : the magnificent Gothic tower 
of the old church, a venerable and fuperb building, now Handing by itfelf, giving reafon 
to every 'fpc£lator to regret the lofs of the body. 'I'he only remains are the choir, 
called the Old Kirk, whole weft end is crofled by another building, divi led into two 
places of w'orfhip, evidently of a later conllruftion, and probably built out of the ruins 
of the old ; the laft, when entire, was in form of a crofs, and, acci rding to Boethius, 
founded by David Earl of Huntingdon, brother to William I of Scotland, and dedi- 
cated to the blefled Virgin. This happened on his return from his third crufade, in 
which 'he had accompanied Richard I. in 1189, and carried with him five hundred of 
bis countrymen. After undergoing various calamities inciilent to thefe pious warriors, 
on his return to his native country he was nearly perifliing by fhipwreck in fight of this 
place, when vowing to creft a temple to the Virgiji he was inltantly relieved, and ihewed 
his gratitude in this fuperb pile *. It muft be confeffed that he called in the aid of other 
welT-difpofed people ; for he obtained a mandate from the Pope, dill to be feen in the 
Vatican t, recommending, to aflift in the expence, a colleilion throughout Chriftendom. 

The time that part of the body of the church was dedroyed is not certaialy known ; 
it was prqbably at the time of the Reformation, when the zealots of this place made 
ezeurfions far and wide to dedroy the churches of other cities. 

This place had feveral religious houfes ; one of Mathurines, founded by James Lind> 
fay, whofe charter was confirmed at Perth, in 1392, by Robert III. Another of Do- 
minicans, by Andrew Abercrombie, a burgefs of the town. A third, of Francifeans, 
by Devorgilla, daughter to Alan Lord of Galloway ; but (hat was fupported only by 
alms. Lady Beatrix, dowager of William- Earl of Errol, .gave them a hundred pounds 
Scots, on condition that the monks prayed (with a low voice) for her foul, and that of 
her hulband. In 1482 they confided of a warden and fourteen brethren. The fourth 
was a nunnery, whofe name is barely mentioned 

The town-houfe is a mod elegant drufture, begui> in the year 1730, and finilhed in 
1734. It wis cifirried on under the directions of the father of the gentlemen to whom 
we owe the Adelphi. It contains the poil-office, the court-room, with vaulted rcpofi- 
tories for the recortJs, the guildhall, and the council-chamber. 

• Boethius, Kb. xiii. *71;, 276. 

4 Ir was fiuwn to (loaor William Raitt, in 1750, by the Pope's librarian. 

t jiieith, 243. 272. 274. 2S3. 
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Here is a new church, built in a flylc that does credit to the place, and which fhews 
an enlargement of mind in the prefoyterians, who now begin to think that the Lord 
may be piail’ed in beauty of holinefs. 

There is not a relique left ol the ancient caftle ; but its fite may be found where the 
Lion inn row ftands. 

Two or three miks eaft of Dundee, on the river, are the ruins of the fort called 
Brough-'l'ay Crag ; over againft which is I’arton Crags, or Eaft Ferry, from whence 
is the road to St. Andrew’s. This place was taken by the Englilh fleet, in 1547, on 
the invafion of Scotland by the Duke of SomernT. The Fnglifli remained in polfeflion 
of it till 1550, whtn it was furrendcred to the French under M. Dcflc, who by its cap- 
ture freed the Scots from a moll troublcfome neighbour. 

. This place derives its name from Dun, a hill, and Dee or Tay, the river, on which it 
{lands ; for Tay feems to have been corrupted from Dec, a common Celtic name for 
fcvcral rivers. Boethius fays that its ancient name was Alcdlum, but I cannot learn 
on what foundation. The Roman fleet cnt(:red this cdluary, and might have had a 
llation in fome part j but from diligent enquiry I cannot learn that there have been 
cither camp or road, or coins, or any other traces of that nation dil'covered in the 
neighbourhood. 

The firft notice 1 find of it in hillory is on the occafion before mentioned, when the 
Karl of Huntingdon founded its church, and changed, as Boethius aflerts, its name 
from Ale£lum to Dei Donum. It was a confiderable place in the time of Edward L, 
who in his northern progrefs, in laqi, reduced it and other places that lay in his way. 
About the year 1311 it was in pofleflTion of his fon, who placed there as governor Wil- 
liam de Montfichet *. In 142311 entered into an obligation w'ith Edinburgh, Perth, 
and Aberdeen to raife eleven thoufand pounds towards paying the ranfom of James I., 
then prifoner in England t* This is a proof of its wealth at that time ; and an evidence 
of its commerce in 1458 may be colle£led from the royal privilege granted to it by 
James 11 ., of the following tolls towards the repair of the'harbour, which were thus im- 

f )ofed : on every ihip ten {hillings ; on every crayer, bufs, barge, or ballinger, five Ihil- 
ings ; on every fercoll, twelve-pence ; on every great boat, fix-pence J. 

But Dundee received a dreadful check by the fiege it underwent by the Englifli, 
under General Monk, in September 1651. The governor, Major-general Lumfden, 
was fummoned ; but returning a very infulting anfwer, Monk determined to ftorm the 
place. By means of a Scotch boy he difeovered the /ituation of the garrifon, that it 
was fecure, and generally by noon in a date of intoxication. He made a feint, as if he 
intended to raife the fiege ; but returned infiaiitly with bis forces fupplied with Iheavcs 
of wheat cut out of the neighbouring fields ; with them they filled the ditch, fucceeded 
in their attack, and put about fix hundred of the garrifon to the fword. The governor 
perilhed, as Sir Philip Warwick fays §, by the hands of a fanatic officer, after quarter 
was given, to the great concern of the humane Monk. The booty was iramenfe, for 
befides the wealth found in the^town, there were fixty fail of Ihips in the harbour ||. 

I mull not quit Dundee without faying that Dudhope, the feat of the gallant Vifeount 
Dundee, li^s a little north of the place. It had been the ancient refidence of the Scrym- 
feours, and was rebuilt in 1 600 by Sir John Scrymfeour, a* family ruined in the civil wars. 
It fell at length to the crown, and was granted by James VII. to the Vifeount, then only 

AylofTc’i Ancient Calendars, 1 * 4 . jefi. f Anderlon’s DiA. o&Commerce, i. 277. 

§ Memoirs, 361. || Vide Gumble's Life of Gen. Monl , 42. Whitelocke, 508, 50^ 
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Graham of Claverhoufe ; on his heroic death it was given to the Marquis of Douglas, 
and dill remains in that houfe. 

Attg. 30. In the morning continue my journey, and turn from Dundee northward^. 
The country grows a little more hilly ; is dill much cultivated ; the foil is good, but the 
fields of wheat grow fcarcer. Leave on the left Baiumbi, a ruined cadle with two 
round towers. On the right is Clay-pots, one of the feats of the famous Cardinal* 
Beaton. 

Leave, unknowingly, to the wed a curious monumental done, fet up in memory of 
the defeat of Camus, a Dnnifh commander, flain on the fpot, about the year 994. 
-According to Mr. Gordon *, it is in form of a crofs. On one fide is a mod rude 
figure of our S.iviorur crucified ; beneath, a drange Centaur-like monder with fix legs. 
On the upper part of the other fide is a man, his head furrounded with a glory, and an 
angel kneeling to him. Beneath arc two forms like iEgyptian mummies'; and in the 
third compartment, two men with bonnets on their heads and books in their hands. 
The battle was fought near the village of Barray, where numbers of tumuli mark the 
place of daughter ; but Camus flying, was Haiti here. Commiflary Maule mentions a 
camp at Kaer-boddo, fortified with rampart and fofs, to this day dyled Norway dikes. 

Reach Panmure, a largo and excellent houfe, furrounded by vad plantations. It was 
built about a hundred years ago, on the fite of the feat of the ancient family of the 
Maulcs, in the barony of Panmure, conveyed into that houfe by the marriage of the 
beirefs of the place,' daughter of Sir William de Valoniis, lord chamberlain of Scot- 
Jand^ in the reign of Alexander II. This barony and that of Baneviii had been granted 
to his father Philip de Valoniis, and confirmed to himfclf by William to be held by the 
fervice providing half a foldier whenfoever demanded f. 

In the houfe are fome excellent portraits of didinguilhed perfonages ; among them 
a half-length of the Earl of Loudon, chancellor of Scotland during the civil wars of the 
lad century, edeemed the mod eloquent man of his time, and the mod aflive leader of 
the covenanting party. We ftiay learn from his hidory, that the regard pretended by 
the fatlion for the intcreds of religion was mere hypocrify. The proof may be collected 
from the imprifonment of this nobleman in the Tower, in the year 1639, for the higheft 
a 61 of treafon ; for joining in an offer to put his country under the protedion of the 
French king, provided he would alfid the party in their defigns J ; for olFering to unite 
with powers the niod arbitrary in Europe, and the mod cruel and inveterate perfecutors 
of their Calvinidical brethren ; but the violence of party would have induced them to 
have heard a mafs which they pretended to abhor, provided they could reject the inno- 
cent liturgy, and tyrannize over finking monarchy. After the quarrel of tlie Scots 
with the Englidi parliament, he united in the endeavours of his countrymen to redore 
Charles II., yet pafl'ed fentence, as chancellor, on the gallant Montrofe, with all the 
fournefs of his old friends, and with all the infolence of a Jefferies. On the defeat 
of the King at Worceder, his new attachments obliged him to avoid the rage of the 
ruling powers ; he fled to the Highlands, at length majle his- peace, and lived in obfeuw 
ricy till, his death in 1663. 

A half-length of the lirft Earl ofPanmure^ in his robe.<?. He was lord of the bed- 
chamber to Charles I., and a faithful fervant to his Majelty in all- fortunes. After the 
King’s death he retired into Scotland, where, in- 1654, be was fined, by an oixlinancc 
of the Pruuftor’s council, in the fum of ten thoufand pounds, for no other reafou than 1 
that his fons were engaged in the royal caufo. 


* Itin. 1J4. ub.liu. iig. I. 


:j. Clarem’on, i. 119. 

James 


f ■ AncUi ;bu’s Diplomata, No. xsvi'u. 
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James Earl of Panmure, in a long wig, and armour, difgraccd by J.imesII. for non- 
compliance with that Prince’s defigns in favour of popery ; yet, at the convention of 
the eftates at the Revolution, was a ftrenuous advocate in defence of his old mailer. 
In 1715 carried his attachment fo far as to join the infurgents in favour of the fon ; be- 
haved with gallantry at the battle of Shcrin-moor, and forfeited his cilatc and honours 
in the caufe. His nephew, by his merit, recovered the title, being created on that I'core 
Earl of Panmujre in the kingdom of Ireland i and fortune, in this inllance a judicious 
goddefs, fupplied him with the means of purchafing the large family ellate. 

A fine head of Prince Rupert, looking over one flioulder. 

A fine portrait of the Duke of Monmouth, fitting : his hair long and beautiful j his 
clrefs, a brown fattin mantle, and a laced cravat. 

A head of the Duke of Hamilton, killed by Lord Mohun. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, with his ufual favage look. 

The Due d* Aumont, the French ambalTador in the reign of Queen Anne, who came 
over on the occafion of the peace. He is faid to have paid this fine compliment to the 
troops that had helped to reduce the dangerous power of his mailer, by obferving em- 
phatically, at a review near London, that he was very glad to fee them in that 
place 

Mr. Colelhill of Chigwell, Yorkfliire, a half-length, in a black cap, furred gown, 
with a gold chain. 

His daughter, grotcfquely drefled in black ; her arms perfeflly herijfch with points. 
She was the lady of Sir Edward Stanhope, prefident of the north, whole pidure in fmall 
is by her. 

Augull 3 1 . Proceed eallward through an open country, and in two hours reach 
Aberbrothic, or Arbroath, feated on the difeharge of the little river Brothic into the 
fea, as the name imports j aber in the Britilh implying fuch a^fituation. It is a fmall 
but flourilliing place, well built, and Hill encreafing : the town has been in an improv- 
ing ll.ite for the thirty lall years, and the number of inhabitants greatly augmented. 
This is owing to the introduflion of manufadures ; the number at this time is faid to 
be about three thonfand five hundred ; thefe principally con fill of weavers of coarfe 
brown linens, and fome fail-cloth ; others are employed in making white and coloured 
threads ; the remainder are cither engaged in the lliipping of the place, or in the neccl- 
fary and common mechanic trades. 

'Ihe brown linens, or Ofnaburghs, were manufaflored here before any encourage- 
ment was given by government, or the linen company erefted at Edinburgh. I'he 
merchant who firll introduced the manufa£lure is- Hill alive, and has the happinefs of 
feeing it overfpread the country. It appears from the books of the ftamp-ollice in-this. 
town, that feven or eight hundred thoul'aiid yards are annually made in the place, and 
a fmall dillriil round. Befide this export, and that of thread, much barley, and Ibme 
wheat is fent abroad; but fo populous is the country, thatanore than an equivalent of 
meal is imported. 

The foreign imports are flax,* flax-feed, and timber, from the Baltic. The coall- 
ing trad.e confide of coals from Borrowltonefs, and ^mefrom Lord Elgin’s kilns in Fife. 
The firll forms a confiderable article of commerce, this being the lad port to the north 
into which that commodity may be brought, free from- the heavy duty commencing after 
it has pafled the promontory, the Red-Head. I'lie coaft from the Biittonefs, or nor- 
thern cape of the Firth of Tay, is entirely dedituie of a port, as far as the harbour 

* CymiK unicatcd by the Rey. Mr..Gisinger, ta whofe. liberal difpofition I fiud royfclf often iiidcbtci. 

of 
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t'l' M.^ntrofe. In faft this eaftern fide of the kingdom is as unfavourable to the featnan 
ah it is to the planter. Whofoever will give thcmfelves die trouble of calling their eye 
tm the map, will perceive that from the Humber’s mouth to John-a-Groat’s houfe, there 
is an uncommon fcarcity of retreats for the diftreffed navigator : they occur feldom, and 
have often near their entrances the obftruflions of fand to render the accefs difficult. 
On the weftem fide of the kingdom nature hath dealt out the harbours with a perfect 
profufion ; not a headland can be doubled, but what offers a fafe anchorage to the dif- 
trefl'ed velTcI. 

Aberbrothic would have wanted a harbour, had not the aid of art been called in ; 
for in default of a natural, a tolerable artificial one of piers has been formed, where at 
ipring tides, which rife here fifteen feet, fliips of two hundred tons can come, and ot 
eighty at neap-tides ; but they mull He dry at low water, litis port is of great anti- 
quity ; there is an agreement yet extant between the abbot and the burghers of Aber- 
brothic, in the year 1 194, concerning the making of the harbour. Both parties were 
bound to contribute their proportions ; but the largeft fell to the fliare of the former, 
for which he was to receive an annual lax, payable out of every rood of land lying 
within the borough. This is a royal borough, and, with Montrofe, Brechin, Inverbervie, 
and Aberdeen, returns one member to parliament. 

The glory of this place was the abbey, whofe very ruins give fomc idea of its forn)er 
magnificence : it lies on a rifmg above the town, and prefents an Qxtenfivc and vene- 
rable front ; is moil delicioufiy fituated, commands a view of the fea to the call, oi a 
fertile country to the weft, bounded by the Grampian hills; and to the fouth, of the 
openings into the firths of Tay and Forth. 

The abbey was once inclofed with a ftrong and lofty wall, which furrounded a very 
confiderable trad : on the fouth-weft corner is a tower, at prefent the ftceple of the 
parich-church ; at the fouth-eaft corner was another tow'er, with a gate beneath, called 
the Darn-gate, which, from the word.dam, or private, appears te have been the retired 
way to the abbey. The magnificent church ftands on the north fide of the fquare, and 
was built in form of a ci*ofs : on the fide are three rows of falfe arches, one above the 
other, which have a fine efted, and above them are very high windows, with a circular 
one above. In April laft a part adjoining to the weft end fell fuddenly down, and de- 
ftroyed .much of the beauty of the place. The length of the whole church is about 
two hundred and feventy-five feet, the breadth of the body and fide-aifles, from wall to 
wall, fixty-feven : the length of the traufept an hundred and fixty-five feet ; die breadth 
twenty-feven. 

It feems as if there had been three towers ; one in the ceqtre, and two others on each 
fide of the weft end, part of which ftiil remains. On the fouth fide, adjoining the 
church, are the ruins of the chapter-honfe ; the lower part is vaulted, is a fpacious 
room, well lighted with Gothic windows. Above is another good apartment. 

The great gate to the abbey fronts the north : above the arch- had been a large gal- 
lery, with a window at each end. At the north-weft corner of the monaftery ftand the 
walls of the regality prifon, of great ftrength and thicknefs : within are two vaults, and 
over them fomp light apartments.. The prifon did belpng to the convent, which re- 
figned this part of its jurifdiftion to a layman, whom the religious ekded to judge in 
criminal affairs. The family of Airly had this office before the Reformation, and con- 
tinued poffeffed of it till the year 1747, when it was fold and vefted in the crown with 
the other herctable jurifdidions. 

In the year 144^, the eleftion of this officer’ proved fatal to the chieftains of t!wo 
noble families. The convent had that year chofen Alexander Lindefay,%eldeft Ion of 

^ the 
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the Earl of Crawford, to be the judge or bailey of their regality ; but he proved fo 
expenfive by his number of followers, and high way of living, that they were obliged 
to remove him, and appoint in his place Alexander, nephew to John Ogilvie of Airly, 
who had an hereditary claim to the place ; this occafioned a cru. 1 feud between the 
families ; each afl'embled their vaflals, and terminated the difpute near the town. The 
I.indfays were viflorious, but both the principals fell in the battle, with about five 
hundred of their follov.ers. 

Very few other buildings remain. In the area within the great gate is to be feen 
part of the abbot’s lodgings, built on ftrong vaults, three ftories high, confiding of 
Ibme large and handfotne rooms. 

This abbey was founded by William the Lion in 1 178, and deuicateJ to our cele- 
brated prin'ate Thomas i Becket. The founder was buried here, but there are no 
remains of his tomb, or of any other, excepting that of a monk of the name of Alex- 
ander Nicol. 1 he monks wci e of the Tyronenfiafl order, and were firft brought from 
Kelfo, whofe abbot declared thofc of this plate on the firft inflitution to be free from 
bis jurifdiiJion. 'J he laft abbot was the famous Cardinal Beaton, at the fame time arch- 
bifliop of St. Andrew’s, and, before his death, as great and abfolute here as Wolfey 
was in Ei giand. On the Reformation, John Hamilton was commendatory abbot. In 
1608 it was erefted into a barony, in favour of Ins fon James, then was conveyed to 
the Earl of Dyfart, and finally bought by Patrick Maule of Panmure, with the patron- 
age of thirty- four pounds. 

The revenues were very great : in the year *562, they were reckoned twothoufand 
five hundred and fifty-three pounds Scots, befides the vail contributions of corn from 
the tenants, who paid their rents in kind. The ordinance for the yearly provifion of 
the houfe in 1530, will ferve to give Ibme idea of the great charity and hofpitality of 
of tfie place. There was an order for buying, 

800 weathers, 82 chalders of malt, 

180 oxen, 30 of wheat, 

1 1 barrels of falmon, 40 of meal, 

1200 dried cod fifh. 

All which appears additional to the produce of their lands, or what their tenants 
brought in. This profufion of (lores would foem very extraordinary, wlien the nuin- 
ber of monks did not exceed twenty five : but the or.iinuncc acquaints us, that the 
a])poiutmcnts of that year exceeded thole of 152S, notwithftanding in the lall 1 he king 
had been there twice, and the archbifliop thrice, in the chartulary of the houfe, thefe 
vifits are complained of as .m intolerable biirii.*n, and with reafon, for befides loading the 
abbey with vail expence, it deprived them of the means of exerting their ufual holpi- 
tality towards the poor. 

King John, the Englilh monarch, granted this monaftery moft uncommon privileges; 
for, by charter under his great feat, he exempted it a lelomis et o-nfuctudine in every 
part of England, except London.. 

In this monaftery Robert Bruce convened the nobility of this kingdom, who here 
framed the fpirited letter and remonftrance to Pope John, dated April 0, ., 20 ; in 
which they trace the origin of the Scots from the greater Si . dtui, ihrouga die 'Pyrrhe- 
nian lea, and the pillars of Hercules into Spain ; they inform him that they expelled 
the ancient Britons, dedroyed the Pifts, and maintained tlys kingdom free, through a 
a race of 113 kings of uninterrupted lineal delcent. They (Iron^y aflert their iiiilo- 
pendency of the Englifli, and dil'claim the right that Edwart ll. pr. tended to the 
kingdom. They entreat his Holinefs to adraonilh Edward to dcfill from his hoililiti n j 
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and heroically acquaint the Pope, that even Ihould Bruce defert their caufe, they would 
choofe another leader, (fo little notion had they even then of hereditary right,) and 
never fubmit even to cxiroinily to the unjull pretenfionS of tne Englifli monarch, 

Cui (Roberto) tanquain illi per quern falus in populo fada eft, pro noftra libertate 
tUenda tarn jure quani mentis tenemur et volumus in omnibus adhaercre % quern fi ab 
inceptis defiiieret Regi Anglorum aut Anglicis nos aut regnum noilrum volens l’ub>- 
tanquani inimicum noftrum, et fui noftrifque juris fubvi rforem, ftatim expellere 
niteremur, et aliutn regem noftrum, qui ad defenfionem noftiiltn fufficoret, faceremus. 
Quia quamdiu centum vivi remanferint, nunquam Anglorum domino aliquatsnus vo- 
lumus fubjugari ; non enini propter gloriam, diviii.is aut honores pugnamus, fed 
propter libertatem folummodo, qui nemo bonus nifi fimul cum vita amittit.” 

'Ihcre is no immediate anfwer from the Pope extant ; but there is reafon to fuppofe 
that this very important rcmonftrance had great weight; for in Auguft cf the I'ame 
year, he font a bull * to Edward, to exhort him to make peace v;th the Scots, in ord.T 
that the operations againft the Infidels in the Holy lami miglu be purlued without in- 
terruption. 'ihere is alfo a letter from his Hol'U.'i{?t to the fame prince, to acquaint 
him, that at the carneft requeft of Robert, he had fufpended the I'entence of excom- 
munication, perhaps through fear of lofing the whole Scottilh nation by too rigorous 
a procedure. 

After dinner continue my journey towards Montrofe. I am informed that near the 
road Hands the church of St. Vigian, a Gothic building fupported by pillars, with 
ifles on each fide, and Handing on a pretty- green mount, in the midft of a valley. The 
church returns a fine echo, repeating diftintfly an hexameter verfe. 

Pafs' through an open country, and obferve, that the plantations are vaftly mofled, 
being expofed to thie cankering blafts of the eaftern winds, which bring with them fre- 
quent rains, and great volumes of black fog. Ride by extenfive fields of peas and po- 
tatoes; the laft a novelty till within thelaft twenty. years. 

The open country continues as far as Lunan, where the inclofures commence. To the 
right is the promontory called the Red-head, forming one horn of Lunan bay, open to 
the eaft wind. The lliore in this part is high, bold, and rocky, and often excavated 
with vaft hollows, extremely worthy the attention of the traveller ; no place cxliibits 
a greater variety ; fome open' to the fea, with a narrow mouth ; and, internally, in- 
ftantly rife into lofty and i'pacious vaults, and fo extenfively meandring, that no one has, 
as yet, had the hardinefs to explore the end. 

Others of thefe caves Ihcw a magnificent entrance, divided in the middle by- a vaft 
column, forming two arches of a height and grandeur that flia.nes the work of art in the 
nobleft of the Gothic cathedrals. 1 he voyager may amufe himfelf by entering in a boat 
on one fide of the pillar, furrounding it, and returning to the fca on thc^her. But 
the inoft aftonilhing of all is the cavern, called the Geylit Pot, that almoft^ealifes in ro- 
mantic form a fable in the Perfian Tales. The traveller may make a co»derable fub- 
terraneous voyage, with a pifturefque feenery of lofty ,rock above, and In every fide ; 
he may be ro.wed in this folcinn Icene till he finds himfelffuddenly refto^d to the fight 
of the heavens; Le finds htrafelf in -a circular chafm, open to the dayfwith a narrow, 
bottom, and extenfive top, widening at the margin to two hundred feetnt diameter ; on 
gaining the fummit amoft unexpeded profpefl appears; he finds bimielf'at a diftance 
from the fca, amidft corn fields, enjoys a fine view of the country, and a gentle- 
man’s feat at a fmall diftance from the place out of which he emerged. Such 


• Hynicr^s Focdcia, li 846. 
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may be the amufement of the curious in the calms of the fummer-fcafon ; but 
when the ftorm is directed from the eaft, the view from the edge of this hollow is tre- 
mendous ; for from the height of above three hundred feet, they m ly look down on the 
furious waves, whitened with foam, and fwelling in their long confinement. 

The cliffs of this ffiore are not without their fingularlties : peninfulated rocks, of flu- 
pendous height, jut frequently from their front, precipitous on all fidcs, and walhcd by 
a great depth of water : the iffhmus that joins them to the land is extremely narrow, 
impafiable for any more than two or three perfons a-breafl ; but the tops of the rocks 
fpread into verdant areas, containing veffiges of rude fortifications, in ancient and bar- 
barous times the retreat of the neighbouring inhabitants from the too powerful, invader. 

On the fouth fide of Lnnan water is Red-caflle, once a refidence of William the 
Lion. After crofting that water, the country becomes inclofed, and divided into fields 
of about eight or ten Scotch acres in fize, fenced with walls or banks, planted with 
French furze, or with white-thom. A great fpirit of hufbandry appears in thefe parts, 
efpecially in the parifh of Craig, which I now enter. The improvements were origi- 
nally begun by two brothers, Mcflrs. Scotts, of Roflie wd Duninald, who about forty 
years ago made their experiment on an effate of eight or -nine hundred a year value ; 
and at prefent they or their heirs find the reward of induffry by receiving from it three 
thoufand pounds per annum. The principal manure is lime, but every fpecies of good 
hufbandry is pradifed here, and the produce is correfpondent ; all kinds of grain 
yield fix from one ; the grafs-land is fet from twenty-five to thirty {hillings an acre. 
The improvements made of a farm on five hundred a year, held by Mr. Patrick Scott, 
muff not be forgotten, as he has the merit of making land not worth five {hillings per 
acre, at prefent worth twenty. There need no ffronger proof of the improvements in 
hufbandry, and the fertility of the land in this neighbourhood, than to mention the an- 
nual exports of bear, meal, and malt, from the port of Montrofe, which in favourable 
feafons amount to twenty thoufimd bolls. 

On the fouth fide of this parifh (which is a promontory between Lunan bay and 
the South Efk) is a great body of bluilh iimefione, I may fay, at prefent tantalizing the 
honeft farmer, who by reafon of the deamefe of coal is forbidden the ufe of it } a fatal 
duty of three (hillings and three-pence a ton on all coal, commencing at the Red-head, 
to the infinite prejudice and difeouragement of rural economy in thefe parts. The 
thoughtlefs impofition of a tax, before the ufe of lime was fcarcely known in thefe 
parts, is now feverely felt, and obliges the farmers to negleA the cheap manure Provi- 
dence intended for them ; and at great expence to import their lime from the Earl 
of Elgin’s works on the Kith of Forth, which coffs them about feventeen pence per 
boll. Nature hath denied them coal, peat, and wood ; fo that at prefent they cannot 
bum their lime with the imported fuel at lefs than twenty-pence the boll. 

Reach the village of Ferryden, oppofite to Montrofe, and, croffing over the ffraut or 
entrance to the harbour, arrive there late at night. 

Montrofe, or more property N^on-rofs, derives its name either from Moin rofs, the 
fenny promontory *, or from Mant er ofc, the mouth of the ffream f, i&feated partly 
on an i Am***, partly on a peninfula, bounded on one fide by the German ocean, on the 
other by a large bay, call^ the bai'on or back fands. This peninfula is cvidcfhtly a 
lai^ beach, formed in old times by the fea, as appears by digging to any depth |. 

* Irvine** NookdcI. Scot. 158. t Baxter, GloiT. Ant. Brit. 170. 

^ Mr. Maitland, voll i. p, ae j, (iippofe* that the gravel, ihns difeovered, to havi^been the materials of a 
Koman way, which was continued farther north ; and aflerts, that there are veftiget of a camp on the 
■eighhouriiig linka or fandp pl-jh>, but 1 received not the Icaft account of sny fuch mtiquitie*. ^ ^ 

voi.. Ill* 3 * ^ 
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The end of thTs forms one fide of the entrance to the harbour ; a rocky point, called 
by Adair, Scurdinefs, at this time Montrofe*nefs, lies on the fouth-fide, and certain 
fands, called the Annot, on the northern. On the firft is a fquare tower, a fort of 
li^ht-houfe, to direft the courfe of veflels in dark nights. The Annot fands, after 
VK)lent ftorms from the eaft, approach nearer to the Nefs, but are again removed to- 
their old limits by the Hoods of the Efk, a circumftance to be attended to by mariners. 
The tide ruflies up this entrance with a great head and vaft fury, but the depth of 
water is confiderable, being fix fethoms in the middle, about three days before fpring* 
tide, 'i'hc breadth is fcarcely a quarter of a mile, but the bafon infiantly expands into 
a beautiful circle of confiderable diameter ; but unfortunately moll of it is dry at low 
water, except where the Southeik forms its channel, in which veflels of fixty tons will 
float even at the loweft ebb. Inch-broik lies on the fouth fide of the entrance, and 
oppofite to that is the pier, which fliips of any fize may reach, that can bear the ground 
at low water. 

Montrofe is built on the eafi fide of the bafon, and confifls chiefly of one large fireet, 
of a confiderable breadth, terminated at one end by the town*houfe or Toil-booth i a 
handfome pile, with elegant and'Convenientapartmentsfor the aflemblies of the magiflrates. 
The houfesare of (lone, and,' like thofe in Flanders, often with their gable ends towards 
the ftreets. TTie houfe In which the Marquis of Montrofe was bom is (till to be feen. The 
town contdns about fixthoufand inhabitants, of which fifteen hundred are Epifcopalians, 
the red are‘of the eflablilhed church, with the ufual fchifins of Seceders, Glaflites, Non- 
jurors, &c. Numbers of genteel families, independent of any trade, refide here as a place of 
agreeable retreat, and numbers keep their carriages ; thefe are principally of the church 
of England. Their chapel, wWch was founded in 1722, is very neat, has a painted 
altar-piece, and a fmall organ. It is occafionally frequented by the Pirelbytcrians, who 
fhew here a mod laudable moderation: It is chiefly in the fouth and fouth-wed, that 
religious bigotry reigns, and that ufually among the common people. Our bilhops, who 
have vifited Scotland, have nevet* iailed meeting with a treatmmt the mod polite and 
refpe&ful, but the introduAioA of the 'Ofder is impraflicaUe in a country where the 
natural as well as religious obje£lions are fi> drong for the finances of North Britain 
can never, bear the pomp of religion, even (hould the people be induced to admit the 
Ceremonial part. 

In the times of popery the Dominkans had a convent here, founded by Sir Allan 
Durward, in the year 1 230. The friers were afterwards tranfported to an hofpitali 
ne^ this city, rebuilt by I^trick Panter, but in 1524 were permitted to return to their 
old feat *. Maitland fays, that their houfe was called the abbey of C^urca ; I fup- 
pofe from the ancient name of the town whkh Boethius bedows on it. 

The town has increafed one-third fince the year 1745 ; at that time there was not a 
fingle manudtflure, the inhabitants lived etth^ by one another, or by. the hiring out 
of (hips, or by the falmon trade. At prefent the manufii^res have rifen to a grea^ 
pitch for example, that of iail-doth, or fail duck, as it is here ealfod » v»y eon- 
nderable; in* one houfe eighty-two thfoufimd five hundred and fixry-fix pieces have 
bees made fince* 1 75$. Each pteccf is thiity-agkt yards long, and numberedfiKm Vlli. 
to 1 . No. VUI. weighs twmty-four pounds, and ev^^tfoc, down to No. I., gains 
three pounds in the piece. The thread for this cloth is .l|mn here, not by the common 
wheel but by the hands. Women ate employed, who have the-flax placed round their 
waids, twift a thread with each, hatkl as they recede from a wheel, turned by a boy at 
dm end of a gretu room. 

t^arlh 
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Ooarfe doth for Ihirts for the foldiers is alfo made here ; befides this, coarfe linens, 
which are fentto London or Manchefter to be printed ; and cottons, for the famepuro 
pofe, are printed at Perth. Great- qtiandties of fine linen, lawns and cambricks are 
manufadured in this town, the laft from two fhiiiings and fix-pence to five (hillings a 
yard. Diapers and Ofnaburghs make up the futn of the weaver's employ ; which are 
exported to London, and from thence to the Weft-Indies* . 

Much thread is fpun here, from two ftiiltinga and fix-pence to five (hillings a pound. 
It is fpun both in town and country, and tumi^ht here by the rural (pinners to be 
cleaned and made into parcels ; and much of it is coloured nere. 

'J’he bleachery is vfjry confiderable, and is the property of the town : it is not only 
ufcd by the manufafkurers, but by private families, for the drying of their linen ; all 
paying a certain fee to the perfon who rents it from the magiftrates. The men pride 
themfelves on the beauty of their linen, both wearing and -houfehold; and with great 
reafon, as it is the elFeft of the (kill and induftry of their ffioufes, who fully emulate the 
characlcr of the good wife, fo admirably defcribed by the wifeft of men.iSli 

'file falmon fifliery of thefe parts is .very confiderable ; from fix hundred to a thou- 
Htnd barrels are annually exported, valued at three pounds each ; and about fifteen hun- 
dred pounds worth o( kitted or pickled fifti. Much of thefreih fi(h is fold into the coun- 
try, from three halfpence to two.pence-halfpenny a pound. The fifiierraen begin to 
take (aliiions about the fecond of February, and (pave oif at Ijdichaetm^.' Its import- 
ance has been confidered in very early times, and the legiHature ponfulted its preferva- 
tion by moft fevere penalties •. 

Quantities of whitc-fifh, fuch as the cod kind, turbots, &c. might be taken on the 
great (and banks off this coaft. The long Fortys extend parallel to it ; and beyond that 
lie Montrofe pits f, a great bank with fix pits in it of uncommon depths, and fingular 
in their fituation. They are froni forty to a hundred fathom deep, reckoning from the 
furface of the water, and po(fibly may be fubmarine fwaftows, Thefe banks fwarni 
with fi(h, but are (hamefiilly negleded, or left perlyps to foreigners. In the laft cen- 
tury about five hundred barks and boats, which during winter were employed in the 
herring fifhery on thefe coafts, duj^ng fpring and part of fummef turn their thoughts to 
the capture of cod and ling J, and after curing, carried their cargoes to Holland, Ham- 
burgh, into the Baltic, to England and to France. By fome miicliance this fiftiery was 
loft ; and the cargoes to Hollanders and Hamburghers fairly beat the natives out of 
their trade. In the time of Henry VIll. England was fupplied with fait fi(h from this 
market : the Habberdyn (Aberdeen) fi(h was an article m every great larder §. 

Incredible numbers of lobfters are taken on this coaft, from the village of Ufan. 
Sixty orfeventy thoufand arefent annually to London, and fold at the rate of twopence, 
halfpenny a-piece, provided they are five inches round in the body $ and if lefs, two tire 
allowed for one. The attention of the nativen to this fpiwies of fimery is one reafon of 
the negleft of that of white fi(b, to the great lofe of the whole country, which by this 
inattention is deprived of a cheap and comfortable diet. Agates of very beautiful kinds 
are gathered in quantities beneath the cliffs, and fent to the lapidaries in^ London. 

I cabijkJt difeover any veftiges of anoquity about this |4ace, except a large mount 
tailed the ForthUl, on the eaft fide of the town. No mjurlu are left of its ever.having 
been fortified i but the materials miglu; have been applied to other purpofes 5 and 
there is a tradition that it was in tuU repair wHen Edward Itl. in Scotlafid. 

• Vide Tour, 1769. * -f- Haitimond'i Chart of tRc Norfb Sea. 

t Accompj curreut between Englaad an 4 Scotland, p. afi. § Northttinberland Honfltold Book. 

Boethius 
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Boethius * relates, that it was a fortified place at the landing of the Danes, a little before 
the battle of Loncarty : that thofe barbarians put the inhabitants to the fword, levelled 
the walls, and dbflroycd the caftle. This the only remarkable event which 1 can dif> 
cover to have happened to the town. In this century it was diftinguifiied by the flight 
of the Pretender, who, oh the 4th of February, 1716, efcaped on board of a frigate 
which lay in the road, and conveyed him fafe to France. 

September 1. This day we were honoured with the freedom of the tovtm; and 
handfomely entertained by the magiftrates. I obferved that the feal of the diploma 
was impreded with rofes allufive to its prefent name, which feems a poetical fiftion : 

AuTcoUt urbt piAa rofis : muni moUiter urbi . 

ImmiActi hinc urbl nomina fadla ciniint. 

At vctcrcs perhibent quonilsfii dixifle Cclurctmi 
Nomine nc prtfco tt nobilHtau noTD eft. 

Et prifefi >tquc nov& iiifignis virtute, virumque 
Ingcnittf Patrix qui peperere dccus f . 

Leave Montrofe, and after five miles riding, crofs the Nprth*£ik, at North Bridge. 
This river and that of South-Elk rife in the extreme northern borders of the county, 
among the Benchichin hills : this, flowing along Glenelk, retains the fame name from 
the fource to the fea ; the ether is called the White Water for a confiderable way from 
itsfbuntadn. Near this bridge is Egglis Madie, Ecclefia Magdalense, the feat of the 
Falconers, barons of Halkerton,whofe family took its name from the office of an ancef- 
tor, falconer to William the Lion. After palling the river, enter the county of Merns ; 
or, the fhire of Kincardine. 

Some derive the firft from Mems, a valiant nobleman, who, fubduing the country, 
reedved it in reward from his prince Kenneth II. Camden with much probability 
fuppofes it to retain part of the name of the old inhabitants, the Vernicones of Ptolemy, 
it Wng common for the Britons in difeourfe to change the V into M. The other 
name is taken from the ancient c^tal, Kincardine, now an Inconfiderable village. 

Ue this night at the village of Laurence Kirk. The cultivation of the land in the af> 
temoon*8 ride appeared lefs ftrong than on the South^Efk ; but great efforts are making 
towards tjte improvement of the country. Streams of com feem darting from the hills 
towards the centre of the valley, and others again radiate from the coaffs : I doubt not 
but in a few years the obfeure or heathy parts will entirely vanifb, and this whole trad 
become one glory of cultivation. 

September a. Proceed through a fine rich bottom, called the hollow of the Mems, 
bounded on one fide by the Grampian hills, on the other byn riling ground, that runs 
almoft parallel to them. The Grampians .prefent here a low heathy front ; the hollows 
and the eaftera bonndary fertile in com. Faft near the two feats of Meflh. Carnegie, 
and Lord Gardinfton. Crofs the water of Bervie, which fills into the fea a few miles to 
^ eaft. Near its niouth lies the fmall town of Inner-bervie, made a royal burgh by 
Oavid Bruce, who landed there after his long retreat, into France. The rock he de- 
barked on is to this day called Craig Daiy. > 

Near the village of pnhndethw the country grows hilly and heathy. Pafs near 
Gleiuliervie, the feat of Sir James Nkholfon. Incline now towards the more, and find 
an improvement in the country, which continues till 1 reach 

Stone^ve, or Stone-haven, is a finall town, but the head of the buigh of the fhire : 
tile flieriff*s court having been removed ftom Kin,cardine to this place by ad ^ parlia- 

* L%. XI. p. aaS. t Jonftov. 
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meat in the reign of James VI. It is placed at the foot of feme high cliffs in a frnall bay, 
with a moft rocky bottom, in one part opening a little, fo that linall veffels may find ad- 
mittance, but that mull be at high water. A pier laps over this harbour from the north 
fide, to give them lecurity after their entrance. 1 he town coufifts of about eight 
hundred inhabitants. The manufadures are fail cloths and Ofnaburghs, which began 
about feven years ago ; and contributed much to make the place more populous. 
Here is alfo a confiderable one of knit worfted and thread ftockings. Women gain 
four-pence a day by knitting, and fix-pence by fpinning ; the men, a ihilling by wcav- 
ing.^ 

The manufaflures of the Mems may be divided thus : the flocking trade employs the 
natives from the banks of the Dee to this place. From hence to the North-£lk they 
are wholly occupied in weaving. 

Vifit the celebrated caflle of Dunnoter, built on a lofty and peninfulated rock, jut- 
ting into the fea, and divided by a vafl chafin, a natural fofs, from the main-land. The 
compofition of the rock is what is called Plumb«pudding flone, from the pebbles lodged 
in the hard cement. Kittiwakes and fome other gulls breed on the fides. 

The entrance is high, through an arched way. Beyond that is another, with four 
round holes in front, for the annoying any enemy who might have gained the firft gate. 
The area on the top of this rock is an Englifh acre and a quarter in extent. The build- 
ings on it are numerous, many of them vaulted, but few appeared to have been above a 
century and a half old, excepting a fquare tower of a confiderab'e height, and the build- 
ings that defend the approach. The fides of the rock are precipitous, and even that 
part which impends over the iflhmus has been cut, in order to render this fortrefs flill 
more fecurc. I'he ciflern is almoll filled up ; but had been of a great fize, not lefs 
than twenty-nine feet in diameter. 

The view of the cliffs to the fouth is very pi6lurefque. They projedl far into the 
fea, in form of narrow but lofty capes. Their bales are often perforated with great 
arches, pervious to boats. 

This calUe was the property of the Keiths, carls Marecbalsof Scotland, a potent and 
heroic family : but in the 17 15, by one fatal flep, the fortune and title became forfeited ; 
and our country lofl the fcrvices of two mofl diflinguilhed perfonages, the late earl, 
and his brother the general, the ablefl officer of the age. According to the Scotch 
jiteragc *, the property of the Keiths in this county came to them, in the reign of David 
Bruce, by the marriage of Sir William to Margaret, daughter of Sir John Fcafer : but I 
have been informed that this fortrefs had been the property of an Earl of Crawford, 
who exchanged it for an eflate in Fife, with an Earl Marecbal, on condition that he and 
hjs dependants fhould, in cafe of neceffity, be permitted to take refuge there. 

‘ About the year 1 296 this cattle was taken by Sir William Wallace, who, according to 
his hiflorian. Blind Harry t) burnt four thoufand Engiifhmen in it. I forbear to re- 
peat bis account, fince he is fuppofed by the judicious annalill to have been an impoftor. 

In 1 336 it was re-fortified by l^dward 111 ., in his progrefs through Scotland ; but as 
foon as the conqueror quitted that kingdom, the guardian. Sir il^rew Murray, in- 
ftantly retook it. Hiftory leaves us in the dark after this for a very long period. I do 
not recolle£l any mention of it till the civil wars of the laft centu^, when it was be- 


• Crawford’s 319. , , « .a • ^ 

’ f The title to his poem informs os that it was compofed ia 1361 t^bot that muft be a tniftake t tot 
Major, sriio wrote in »5 i8i fays, tliat Blind Harry lived when he was a child, compoSed the life of Wallace, 
and, like Homer, got his livelihood by reciting his verits at the boulci of great men. Major gives but 
little credit to the poem. See Sb. iv. c 15. ^ i 
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lieged, and the church again burnt. The tradition is, that it was defended by the 
Eari Marechal, againft the Marquis of Montrofe, by the perfuafion of Andrew Cant* 
The marquis, according to the barbarous cullom of the time, fet fire to the country 
around ; which, when Andrew faw, he told the noble owner, that the flames of his 
houfes ** were a fweet-fmeUing favour in the noftrils of the Lord fuppofinj^ that his 
lordihip fuftered for righteoufnefs* fake. This caftle was inhabited till the beginning of 
the prefent century, when an agent for the York-building company reduced it to the 
prefent ruinous date by pulling down and felling many of the materials. The annota. 
tor on Camden mentions the (lately rooms in the new buildings, and the library. He 
alfo fpeaks here, of St. Pardie’s church, famous for being the burial place of St. 
Palladius, who in 43 1 was fent by Pope Cselelline to preach the gofpel to the Scots : 
but it lies about fix miles weft of Stone- hire, in a deep den, environed on all ildes but 
the fouth by high mountains. 

Wait on Robert Barclay, Efq ; at his feat at Urie, about a mile diftant from Stone- 
hive. T'his gentleman, by the example he fets his neighbours in the fine management 
of his land, is a moft ufeful and worthy chara£ler in his country. He has been, long a 
peripatetic obferver of the different modes of agriculture in all parts of Great-Britain : 
his joumies being on foot, followed by a fervant with his baggage, on horfeback. He 
has more than once walked to London, and by way of experiment has gone eighty 
miles in a day. Pie has reduced his remarks to pradice, much to his honour and 
emolument. The barren heaths that once furrounded him, qre now converted into rich 
fields of wheat, bear, or oats ; and his clover was at this time under a fecond harvefl. 

He is likewiie a great planter : he fills all his dingles with trees, but avoids planting 
the eminences, for he fays they will not thrive on this eaftem coaft, except in flielterod 
bottoms. The few plantations on the upper grounds are flunted, cankered and mofs- 
grown. 

Mr. Barclay favoured me with the 'following account of the progrefs of his improve- 
ments. He firft fet about' them with fpirit in the year 1768 } fince which he has re- 
claimed about four hundred acres, and continues tq fini(h about a hundred annually, 
by draining, levelling, clearing away the (lones, and liming. Thefe, with the 
ploughing, feed, &c. amount to the expence of ten pounds an acre. The firft crop 
is commonly oats, and brings in fix pounds an acre : the fccond, white peas, worth 
Ibmetimes as much, but generally only four pounds : turnips arc third crops, and ufually 
worth -fix pounds; the fourth is barley, of the fame value: clover fucceeds, worth 
about four pounds: and lady wheat, which brings in about feven pounds ten (hillings 
an acre, but oftener more. , 

As foon as the land is once thoroughly improved, it is thrown into this courfe : tur- 
nips, barley, clover and wheat ; fometimes turnips, barley, clover and rye-grafs. He 
fometimes breaks up the laft for white (>eas, and afterwards for wheat : and fometimes 
follows from the giafe, and manures it for wheat, by folding his fheep. 

The land thus improved was originally heath, and even that which was arable, pro- 
duced cnoft «miferable crops of a poor degenerate 'oat, and was upon the whole not 
worth two Ailliiigs an acre ; but in its prefent improved ftate is worth twenty, and the 
tenants live twice as well as i^fore the improvement* „ 

:Some of the fields have been followed from heath, and fowh with wheat, and pro- 
duced large crops. One field of thirty-four acres, which had been moftly heath,, was 
she firft year fallowed, drained, cleared of the fton«», limed, &c.' and fown with wheat, 
which . produced m the London majfkettwo himdred and feventy pounds, clear of all 
expences. Mr. Barclay has lately erc'fted a mill for fine flour, the only one in the 

1 1 county. 
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county, which fully anfwers ; and has ferved to encourage many of his neighbours to 
fow wheat where it was never known to be railed before. At prefent near eight hun- 
■ dred bolls are annually produced within ten miles of the place. 

The firft turnips for feeding of cattle were raifed by this gentleman : and the markets 
are now plentifully ‘upplied with frefh beef. Before that period frelh meat was hardly 
known in thefe parts, during the winter and fpring months. Every perfbn killed his 
cattle for winter provifions at Michaelmas ; and this was called laying-in time. Necef. 
fity urged this ; for fo low was the ftate of farming, that winter fodder for the fattening 
of cattle was^then unknown. So that this- country, till within thefe few years, was in 
the fame condition with that of England above three hundred years ago : in that period 
beeves, Iheep, and hogs were killed at Martinmas, and preferved falted till the fpring j 
when vegetation was renewed, and the half ftarved cattle recovered their flefh, at.tl were 
become fit for flaughter ; fo that the fcafon of frelh meat fcarcely lafted half the year. 
The Hebrides are ftill in this fituation. 

The great grand-father of Mr. Barclay wasmot lefe eminent for his improvements in 
affairs fpiritual. The celebrated Robert Barclay made Urie his refidence, and here 
compofed that apology for the Quakers which will ever remain an evidence of his abili- 
ties and his piety. His moderate difpofition and cool head gave credit to the fedl ; for 
it was the peculiar happinefs of George Fox to have united himfelf with his worthy 
brother, fince George’s tenets, as Moiheim expreffes, delivered by him in a rude, con- 
fufed, and ambiguous manner, were prefetited in a different form by the mafterly hand 
of Barclay, who dreffed them with fuch fagacity and art, that they alfunied the afpeft 
of a regular fyftem. To him then is owing the purification of the opinions of the pro- 
feffors of it at this time. He vr^s the great reformer of quakerifm, and his followers 
may exult in him as in one who would do honour to any religion. 

September 3. Leave Urie, and return by the fame road as far as Red Mears, where 
we turn to the north-wed, and travel near the foot of the Grampian hills, through a 
fine open country. Go near the houfe of captain Falconer, with excellent improve- 
ments around ; and foon after by Fafque, the feat of Sir Alexander Ramfay, a gentle- 
man didinguilhed for the fine method of agriculture. Stop at Fetter-cairn, a finall 
village, for the fake of refrelhing ourfelves and horfes. 

Ill this morning’s ride, obferve a particular neatnefs in the cottages of the country. 
They are made either of red clay, or of fods, placed on a done foundation ; the roofs 
arc prettily thatched, and bound by a neat net-work of twided draw nope, which keeps 
them extremely tight. 

Near Fetter-caim was the refidence of Finella, the daughter of a nobleman of large 
poffedions in this country, infamous for her affadination of Ktaneth III , in 994. She 
artfully infinuated herfelf into his favour, and inveigling him into her palace (under pre- 
tence of revealing fome confpiracies, ihe was really- privy to) there caufed Ivm to be mur- 
dered.- The place was befet by his friends, but Finella efcaping out of a window, joined 
the confederates in her wickednefc. Such is the relation given by Boethius and Bu- 
chanan*, but the relations of thofe early times are often doubtful and febwlous. 

About two miles from this place,, on the road.fidei is a ctum, of a ’dupendous fixe, 
and uncommon fmem, which probably might give name to fhe parifli. The (hape is ob- 
long,, and the h^ht atlead thirty feeti. At fome didance from the ground the Tides 
are fermed into a broad terrace the esum rifes agsun confiderably above that, and con- 

• J 

• Bocthiui, lib. XI. p. 333. Buchanan, lib. VI. e, 41. Major,, p. 94, caHs the Udy, Oomitifla 
Angniue. * * 
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fifts of great loofe ftones^ mixed with much fcmi-vitrified or lava like matter. On one 
fide is a large long (lone, probably once ere£l. Along the top is an oval hollow, about 
fix feet deep : its length, within, a hundred and fifty-two ; (he breadth, in the middle, 
fixty.fix ; the length from the outfide of the furrounding dike, a hundred and fixty- 
feven ; the breadth, eighty-three. This may be prefumed to have been mcnumental j 
the northern nations thought no labour too great in paying thefe funeral honours «to 
their dcceafed heroes. The tumulus of Haco was the fize of a hill * : whole years, 
as well as whole armies, were employed in amafiing thefe ftupendous teftimonies of re- 
fpefl. Three years were confumed in forming one, the common labour of two uterine 
brethren, Norwegian chieftains t- 

Travel over an ill-cultivated flat ; crofs the North-E{k, at the biiilge of Gannachie, a 
vaft arch, call from rock to rock, built by fubfeription, by one Miller. Beneath is a 
vaft chafm, near fifty feet deep from the top of the battlements ; through this tl^c 
water runs with great force. A rocky channel, with lofty precipitous fides, fringed 
with wood, forms moft pidurefque views for above a quarter of a mile above and below 
the bridge. 

Re-enter the fliire of Angus ; on whofe borders lies the' cafiellated houfe of Edzt 1 , 
once the feat of the mod ancient branch of the Lindfliys, of the caflle of Invermark, 
who acquired it about three hundred years ago by the marriage of an anceftor with the 
hdrefs of a Sterling, who built the houfe, and was Lord of Glencflt, which by this 
match was convey^ to them. They were remarkable for being chief over a nu- 
merous fet of fmall tenants. Not fixty years are paft fince the Laird kept up the paraile 
of being attended to a church by a band of armed men, who ferved without p.iy or 
maintenance, fuch duties being formerly efteeined honourable. 'I'his callle was de- 
ferted by the then owner on account of a murder he had committed on his kinfmau. 
Lord Spynie, in 1607. This aflair involved him in difficulties, and he retired on tli.it 
account, to the houfe of Auch-mull, about two miles higher on the North Likas the in- 
feription on the houfe (hews. A little after the Laird oi Edzel thought proper to beflow 
on one Dune, a barren knowl near the houfe, and by charter conllituted him and lii$ 
fiunily hereditary beadles of the parilh, and annexed the perquifitc of two bannocks for 
ringing the bell at the funeral of every farmer, and one for that of every cottager ; 
which remained in the family till very lately when it was purchafed by the Earl of Pan- 
mure, the prefent owner of the efiate. This is mentioned to (hew the afle^ation of 
royalty in thefe Reguli, who made their grants and conferred places with all the dignity 
of majefty. 

After riding two miles on black and heathy hills, afeend pne divided into two fum- 
mits, the higher named the white, the lower the black Catter-thun, from their diflerent 
colours. Both are Caledonian pofts, and the firll of moft uncommon ftfength. It is of 
an oval form, made of a ftupendous dike of loofe white Hones, whofe convexity from 
the bafe within to that without, is a hundred and twenty two feet. On the outfide, a 
hollow, made by the difpofition of the ftones, furrouqds the whole. Round the bafe is 
a deep ditch, and below that a hundred yards, are the veftiges of another, that went 
round the hUl. • The area vnthin fhe ftony mound is flat ; the axis or length of the 
oval is four hundred and thirty-fix feet ; the tranfverfc diameter, two hui\,dred. Near 
the eaft fide is the foundadon of a re£kangular building j and on moft parts are the 
foundations of others, fmall and drcular : all which had once their fuperurudures, the 

* Socii Haconis fanenmdr ducU gratil^ coUens fj^cAatx inagDitodiab exAruunt. Worm. Mon. 

Oao. 33. t fWd. 39. 
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(helUT of the pofleflbrs of the pod. There is alfo a hollow, now almod filled with 
(tones, the well of the place. 

The other is called brown, from the colour of the ramparts, which are compofed only 
of earth. It is of a circular form, and confifts of various concentric dikes. On one 
fide of this rifes a finall rill, which running down hill, has formed a deep gully. From, 
the fide of the fortrefs is another rampart, which extends parallel to the rill, and then 
reverts, forming an additional port or retreat. - 

It is to be obferved, that thefe pods were chofen by the Caledonians with great judg- 
ment : they fixed on the fummits of a hill conimandiag a great view, and perfedlly de- 
tached, having to the north the Grampian hills, but ctn that fide feparated from them 
by the loftj^ and rugged banks of the Weft-water, which gives them additional fecuriiy *. 
Pofts of this kind arc, as 1 am informed, very common at (he foot of the Grampian hills, 
intended as places of retreat for the inhabitants on the invafion of an enemy. There 
is one above Phefdo, in the Merns ; another called Bannkine hill, eight miles weft of 
Aberdeen. I have feen a long chain of fimilar pofts in my own coun^iy ; they are ge- 
nerally fituated on high hills, over-looking the lower, or on lefter hills over-looking plains, 
and feem defigned as afyla for the people of the low and defencelefs countries. 

The literal tranflatfton of Catter-thun is Camp.town. Thefe pofts are of the fame 
kind with that made by Cara£lacus, on the borders of North Wales. Tune mn- 
tibus arduist et ft qua dementer aceedi potcrant^ ht modum valti Jhxa prajlruit f. It is 
very probable that the Caledonians occupied thefe hills before the battle of Mons Gram- 
pius, which might have been fought in the plains below, where there was ample room 
for large armies to a£I in, and for the armed chariots to perforin their careers. In thefe 
rude ^nelTes the Caledonians might leave their wives and children, as was the cuftom 
of the other Britons, and then defeend into the bottoms, to repel the invaders of their 
liberties. It i» difficult to fix the fpot ; but there are not fewer than three Roman 
camps not remote from this range of hills, which Agricola might have occupied, and 
before one of them drawn out his forces to have received the enemy. Of thefe one is 
at Kietbic, near Brechin } a fecond near Caerboddo, between Forfar and Panmure ; and 
a third near Kennymoor, called Battledikes t. In the neighbourhood of one of thefe 
feems to have been the celebrated a&ion ; after which he led his army to the confines 
of the Horefti §, received hoftages, and ordering his fleet (then in all likelihood lying in 
the Tay) to perforin the voyage round Britain, retired by flow marches into winter 
quarters. 

Defeend, and after travelling three miles reach Brechin, a town confifting of one 
large and handfomc ftreet, and two fmaller, frated on the top and fide of a ^111, waflied 
by the river South-Efk. At the foot of the town is a long row of houfes, independent, 
of it, built on ground held in feu from the family of North-Efk. It is a royal burgh, 
and with four others fends a member to parliament. In refped to trade, it has only a 
fmall (hare in the coarfer linen manufaAure. It lies at no great diftance from the har- 
bour of Montrofe; and the tide, flows within two miles of the town, to which a canal 
might be made, which perhaps might create a trade, but would be of centain rer\’ice in 

conveying down the com of the country for exportation. • 

• 

* For a full account of the nature of thefe pofti fee xta Tour in Wale*.- 
t T»citi Anoal^lib. aii c. 3|. t Thefe notices ot the camps from Maitland. 

\ Tranfbtors, mWed by the found, imagine thefe to have been mountaineers ; but the woid i' probably 
Celtic, and ihould be rendered, as the ingenious Mr. Aikin Itas done, the people of Fifcfhire. 

S 
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Brechin was a rich and ancient bifliopnck, founded by David I. about the year T 1 50: 
at the Reformation its revenues in money and in kind amounted to feven hundred a 
year ; but after that event were reduced to a hundred and fifty, chiefly by the alienation 
of the lands and tythes by Alexander Campbell, the firfl; proteflant bifliop, to his chief- 
tain the Ivarl of Argyle, being recommended to the fee by his patron, probably for that 
veiT end. 

'^i'he Culdccs had a convent here : their abbot I.eod was wituefs to the grant made 
by King David to his new abbey of Dumfermlinc. In afler-times they gave way to the 
Mathurines, or Red-friars. Tlie ruins of their houl'e, according to Maitland, are ftill 
to be feen in the College-wynde. 

Here was likewife an hofpital, called Maifon de Dieu founded in 1 256 by William 
de Brechin, for therepofe of the fouls of the Kings William and Alexander; of John 
Karl of Cheftcr, and Huntingdon his brother ; of Henry his father ; and Juliana his 
mother. Albinus, bifliop of Brechin, in the reign of Alexander III., was witnefs to the 
grant. By the walls, which arc yet fianding, behind the weft end of the chief ITreet, 
it appears to -have been an elegant little building. 

The cathedral is a Gothic pile, fupported by twelve pillars ; is in length a hundred 
and fixty.fix feet, in breadth fixty-one ; part is ruinous, and part ferves as the patifli 
church. The weft end of one of the aifles is entire ; its door is Gothic, and the arch 
confifts of many mouldings ; the window of neat tracery ; the fteeple is a handfome 
tower, a hundred and twenty feet high ; the four lower windows in form of long and 
narrow openings : the belfry windows adorned with that fpccics of opening called the 
quatrefoil ; the top battlcmcnted, out of which rifes an hexangular fpire. 

At a fmall diftance from the aifle ftands one of thofe Angular round towers, whofe 
ufe I^as fo long baffled the conjedurcs of anti(|uaries. 

Tnefo towers, as far as my reading or enquiries have extended, appear to have been 
peculiar to North Britain and Ireland : ‘in the laft frequent ; in the former only two at 
this time exift. That at Brechin ftood originally, as all 1 have feen do, detached from 
other buildings: it is at prefent joined near the bottom by a low additional aifle to the 
church, which takes in about a fixth of its circumference. From this aifle there is an 
entrance into it of modern date, approachable by a few flreps, for the ufe of the ringers, 
the parilKioners having in time paft thought proper to hang their bells in it inftead of 
the fteeple. Two handfome bells are placed there, which are got at by means of fi.x 
ladders,- placed on wooden fcraicircular floors, each refting on the circular abutments 
within-fide of the tower. 

The height from the ground to the roof is eighty feet ; the inner diameter, within a 
few feet of the bottom, is eight feet ; the thicknefs of the wall at that part feven feet two 
inches ; fo that the whole diameter is fifteen feet two ; the circumference very near 
forty-cight feet ; the inner diameter at the top is feven feet eight ; the thicknefs of the 
walls four feet fix ; the circumference thirty-eight feet eight inched ; which proportion 
gives the building an inexpreflible elegance : the top is roofed with ah oftsgonal fpii-e, 
twenty-three feet high, which makes the whole one hundred and three. In this fpire 
are four window^, placed alternate on the fides, refting on the top of the tower ; near 
the tojj of the tower are four* others, facing the four cardinal points ; near the bottom 
arc two arches, one within another, in relief ; on the top of the outmoft is a crucifixiem ; 
between the mouldings of the outmoft and -inner arc two figures, one of jhe Virgin M^fy, 
the other of St. Johp, the cup and lamb : on each comer of the bottom of this afcK is 
a figure of certain beaft^ one, for auijht 1 know, may be the Caledonian bear, and the 
Other, with a long fncut, the boar : the ilonc-work within tiic inner arch has a fmall 

10 flit, 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND.! 435 

flif, or peep-hole, but without the appearance of there having been a door within any 
modern period ; yet I imagine there might have been one originally, for the filling up 
confifts of larger ftones than the reft of this curious rotund. The whole is built with 
moft elegant mafonry, which Mr. Gough obferved to be compofed of fixty courfes *. 

I am informed by Mr. Gillies, of Brechin, that he has often feen it vibrate in a high 
wind. 

The learned among the antiquaries are greatly divided concerning the ufe of thefo 
buildings, as well as the founders. Some think them Pidlifli, probably becaufe there 
is one at Abernethy, the ancient feat of that nation j and others call them Danifli, be- 
caufe it was the cuftonx of the Danes to give an alarm f in time of danger from high 
places. , But the manner and fimplicity of building in early limes of both thefe nations 
was fuch, as to fuperfede that notion ; befides, there are fo many fpecimens left of their 
arciiitedture, as tend at once to difprove any conjefture of that kind : the Hebrides, 
Caithnefs, and Rofs-lhire, exhibits reliques of their buildings totally different. They 
could not be defigned as belfries, as they are placed near the fteeplcs of churches, infi- 
nitely more commodious for that end ; nor places of alarm, as they are often eredlcd 
in fituations unfit for that purpofe. I muft therefore fell into the opinion of the late 
worthy Peter Collinfon J, that they were incluforia, et ardi tncluforii crgajlnla^ the pri- 
fons or narrow inclofures : that they were ufed for the confinement of penitents, fome 
perhaps conftrained, others voluntary, Dunchad o Braoin being faid to have retired to 
inch a prifon, where he died A. D. 987. The penitents were placed in the upper ftory j 
after undergoing their term of probation, they were fuffered to defeend to the next ; 
(in all I have feen there are inner abutments for fuch floors) after that they took a fe- 
cond ftep ; till at length the time of purification being fulfilled, they were releafed and 
received again into the bofom of the church. 

Mr. Collinfon fays, that they were built in the tenth or eleventh century. The reli- 
gious were in thofe early times the beft architefts §, and religious architecture the beft 
kind. The pious builders cither improved themfelves in the art by their pilgrimages, 
or were foreign monks brought over for the purpofe. Ireland being the land of fanc- 
ULy^patria fanthriim^ the people of that country might be the original inventors of thefe 
towers of mortification. They abound there, and in all probability might be brought 
into Scotland by fome of thofe holy men who difperfed themfelves to all parts of Chrif- 
tondom to reform mankind. 

The caftle of Brechin was built on an eminence, a little fouth of the town ; but not 
a relique is left. It underwent a long fioge in the year 1 303, was gallantly defended 
againft the Englifli under Edward III., and notwithftanding all the efforts of that potent 
prince, the brave governor. Sir Thomas Maule, anceftor of the prefent Earl of Panmure,- 
held out this fmall fortrels .for twenty days, till he was ffain by a ftone caff; from an en- 
gine D on Auguft 20th, when the place was inftantly furrendered. James Earl of Pan- 
mure built, in 1711, an excellent houfe on this fpot ; but in 1715 engaging in the re- 
bellion, had but a Ihort enjoyment of it. 

I muft not forget to mention* the battle of . Brechin, fought in confequence of the 
rebellion raifed in 1452,00 account of the murde^; of the Earl of I^ouglas in Stirling 
caftle. The victory fell to the royalills, under the Earl of Huntly. I'lie malcontents 
were headed by the Earl of Crawford, who retiring to his caftle of Finchaven, in the 

* Archscologia,, ii. 83. d Loutliiana, part iii. 18. t Archaeologia, i. 307. 

§ Mr. W.ilpole's Anccd. Painting, 410. i» 1 14. Mr. Bcntliam’s Ely, z6. 

II Crawftfnl’a Pccragr, 389. Camden’s Remains, 301. 
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frenzy of difgraee dechred, ** he would willingly pafs feven years in hell to obtain the 
glory which fell to the (hare of the rival general *. \ 

Sept. 4. This morning we were honoured with the freedom of the town ; after which 
we contuiued our journey five miles to Carellon, the feat of Mr. Skene, where we palfed 
the day and evening in a mod agreeable manner. 

Sept. 5. After a fliort ride ford the South>£{k, leaving on the right the ruined 
ofFinehaven, once the feat , of the I.indefays, Earls of Crawford. A Spaijiflt chefmtt 
of vaft fize was dll of late years an ornament to the pla^ : it was of the fprcading kind f 
the circumference near the ground was forty-two feet eight ; of the top, thirty-five nine 
inches ; of one of the largcu branches, twenty-three feet. 

Above the caftle is the hill called the caftle hill of FJnehaven, a great eminence or 
ridge, with a vafl: and long hollow in the top. Along the edges are vail mafies of (lone, 
(Irongiy cemented by a femi- vitrified fubllance, or lava. 1 hefc mafles feem of a ton 
weight j they w^ procured out of the hill, and placed as a defence to the place, it 
having been a Bntim poll. The form the hill (which ends abrupt at one end, at 
the other is joined by an illhmus to the neighbouring land), together with the cavity in 
the middle, renders it extremely fit for the purpofe. The illhmus is fccured by a deep- 
ditch cut tranfverftly. 

I'his hill is certainly the elTefl of a volcano; at the one end of the hollow are two great 
holes of a funnel Ihi^e, the craters of the place through which the matter had been 
eje£led. One is fixty feet in diameter, and above thirty deep ; and had been much 
deeper, but it was from .time to time made more (hallow by the Hinging iu of Hones, as 
cattle were fomenmes loll in it. 

On both (ides of the hill are found in digging great quantities of burnt earth, that 
ferve all the purpofes of tarras,,or the famous puMs putco/anus or puzzohmt fo frequent 
in countries that abound with volcanoes, and fo ufeful for all works that are to lie un« 
der water. 

On defeending from this hill find ourfelves at Aberlemni. , In the church-yard, and 
on the road fide are to be feen fome of the curious carved (lones, fuppofed to have been 
ere£led in memory of viftories over Danes, and other great events that happened in 
thofe parts. Thefe, like the round towers, are local monuments ; but Hill more con- 
fined, bring, as far as I can learn, unknown in Ireland ; and indeed limited to the 
eallem fide of North Britain, for I hear of none beyond the firth of Murray, or that of 
Forth. The greatell is that near Forres, taken notice of in the Tour of 1769 ; and is 
alfo the ftirtheil nonh of any. Mr. Gordon deferibes another in the county of Mar, 
near the hill of Benachie ; the next are thefe under conlideration. The firft deferihed 
by that ingenious writer f, is that figure which (lands in the church-yard. On one fide 
is the form of a crofs, as is common to mod, and proves them at lead to have been the 
work of a Chridian people. 

The next which 1 law is on ‘the road, with both fidf’S full of fculpture. On one a 
neat crofs included in a circle ; and beneath two exceedingly rude figures of angels, 
wluch fome haye millaken for charaflers. On the otlfer fide are the' figures of certain 
inlirutnents, to me quite unintelligible ; beneath ^arc two men founding a trumpet, 
four horfemen, a footman, and feveral animals, feemingly wild horfes purfued by dogs ; 
under them is a centaur, and behind them a man holding fome unknown animal 
This is the done mentioned by Boethius to have been put up in memory of a defeat of 
a party of Danes, belonging to the army of Camus, on this fpot. ** ingens 

* Guthrie, iv. 15. Itin. Scptciitr. iji. ^ Tab. xviii. fig. I. 
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lapis eft eredus. Iluie animantium eHigieS) nonnullis cum chara£leribus artiftciofd, ut 
turn fiebat»qus rcm geftam poftentatt annunciarent, (unt infcuiptse*.*' 

On a tumulus on tne road ftde'is a thu-d, with various fculptures pad ray comprchen- 
ftoh. This is engraven by Mr. Gordon, tab. iv., and mentioned by him p. 158. 

Near this is a fourth pillar quite plain, winch was probably erefled over the grave 
of fome perfon who was deemed perhaps unworthy the trouble of fculpture. This is 
as artlefs as any of the old Britifli monuments, which I apprehend thefe carved ftones 
fucce^ed. Thefe were, from their exceftive rudenefs, the firft efforts of the fculptor, 
imitative of the animal creation ; and his fuccefs is fuch as might be expefled : but in 
the omam'.nts about the croffes, and the running patterns along the tides of fome, is a 
fancy and elegance that does credit to the artifts of thofe early days. Boethius is w’l' 
ling that thefe engraven pillars ihould be fuppofed to have been copied from the Egyp* 
tians, and that the figures were hieroglyphic, as expreflive of meaning as thofe found on 
the cafes of mummies, or the fculptured obelifks of Egypt t* The hiftorian’s vanity in 
fuppoting bis countrymen to have been derived from that ancient natioh, is deftitute of 
all authority ; but his conjetdure that the figures we fo frequently fee on the columns of 
this country had their fignification, and were the records of an unlettered age, is fb rea- 
fonable as to be readily admitted. It was a method equally common to the moft civi- 
iizcii and to the moft barbarous nations ; common to the inhabitants of the banks of 
the Nile, and the natives of Mexico In the northern hemifphiere, monuments of this 
nature feem confined to the tra^ above mentioned : they cannot be compared, as the 
learned bifhop Nicholfon does, to the Runic ftones in [Denmark and Sweden ; for they 
will be found always attended with Runic infenptions, by any one who will give himfelf 
the trouble of coiifulting the antiquities of thofe nations §. 

I muft take notice of a new-difeovered ftonc of this clafs, found in the ruins of a 
chapel in the den of Auldbar, near Carefton, by Mr. Skene, who was fo obliging as to 
favour me with the drawing of it. On one tide was a crofs ; in the upper compartment 
of the other tide were two figures of men, in a fort of cloak, fitting on a ch^, perhaps 
religious perfons ; beneath them is another, tearing afnnder the jaws of a certain bcafl ; 
near him a fpear and a harp ; below is a perfon on horfeback, a beaft like the mutimon, 
which is fuppofed to have once inhabited Scotland } and laftly, a pair of animals like 
bullocks, or the hornlefs cattle of the country, going tide by tide. This ftone was about 
feven feet long, and bad been fixed in a pedeflal found with it. 

Proceed towards Forfar. About a mile on this tide of the town is a moor, noted 
for a battle between the Pi£b and the Scots, iu the year 831. The Scots, under Alpin, 
hadr>"^ther the advantage ; by them therefore, might the great cairn near the fpot be 
compofed which to this day is called Pids Cairnley. The bafe was once furrounded 
with a coronet of great upright columns ; but only one remains, which is eleven feet 
high, feven broad, and eighteen feet in girth. 

Forfar, the capital of the county, contains about two thoufand fouls ; bi^t, fmee the 
great sera of the profperity of North Britain, has increafed above half. The manu- 
la£lures of linens in this neighbourhood, from four*pence to feven pence a yard, are 
very confiderable, and bring, as is faid, near twenty thoufand a year, ^ * 

The caftle ftood on a fmall hill near the town', but jat prefent not a fragtpent is 
left. 


• Boethius, lib. xi. p. 74^. t Boethius, lib. ii. p. 10. 

j Conquell of Mexico, fol yj. Purjchas’s Pilgrims, iii. ro68. , 

( Wormii Mon. Danic, .^74. 485. 
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The lake lies, or rather did lie, at a fmall diftance from the caftle, and, according 
to tradition, once forrounded the town ; there bang in feveral parts, even to this day, 
marks of the deferted channel : of late years it has been very confiderably reduced by 
draining, to which the vaft quantity of fine marie at the bottom was the temptation. 
This fine manure is found there in ftrata from three to ten feet thick, and very often 
is met with beneath the peat in the moors. The land improved with it yields f^ur 
•crops fucceflively, after which it is laid down with barley and clover. The county of 
Angus is fuppofed to be benefited, within the fix lafi years, by this practice, by an 
advance of four thoufand a year in the rents. Much of this is owing to an old fea* 
man of this country, Mr. Strachan of Balgayloch, who invented the method of drag- 
ging up the marie from the bottom of the waters, in the fame manner as the ballad; is 
for fhips. 

About a mile north of Forfer, lay the cell or priory of Reftenot, dependent on the 
abbey of Jedburgh. This houfe was placed in a lake, and acceilible only by a draw- 
bridge ; here, therefore, the monks of Jedburgh depofited their papers and all their 
valuable effects *. 

Five miles further is the caftle of Glames, a place much celebrated in our hiftory ; 
firft for the murder of Malcolm the Second, who fell here by the hands of affaffins, 
in a paffage ftill (hewn to ftrangers. It might at the time be part of the poffeffions of 
the family of the famous Macbeth, who tells us, through the mouth of Shakefpear, 

By Sind’s death I know 1 am Thane of Glames. 

This Sinol being, as Boethius informs us, father to that tyrant. Probably after his 
death it became forfeited, and added to the property of the crown ; for, on the ac- 
ceflion of Robert the lid., it was beftowed (then a royal palace) on his favourite Sir John 
Lyon, propter lavtdahile et Jidele fervitium. The ancient buildings were of great extent, 
as appears by a drawing from an old .print, which the Earl of Strathmore did me the 
honour to prefent to me. The whole confifted of two long courts divided by buiLl- 
ing *, in each was a fquare tower and gateway beneath, and in the third another tower, 
which conftitutes the prefent houfe, the reft being' totally deftroyed. This has received 
many alterations, by the additions of little round turrets, with grotefque roofs ; and by 
a great round tower in one angle, which was built in 1686, by the reftorer of the 
caftle Patrick Lord Glames, in order to contain the curious ftair-cafe, which is fpiral ; 
one end of the fteps refting on a light hollow pillar, continued to the upper (lory. 
Befides the fpot of affaflination, is (hewn the feat of poetry and mufic, an ancient fef- 
tivity, where the bards took their place, and fung the hero'fm of their patron and his 
anceltors. In early times a chieftain was followed to court by his poets, and his ableft 
muficians : hence it was, that in the hall of a Celtic prince, a hundred bards have ftruck 
up at once in chorus f. And even about a century ago every chieftain kept two bards, 
each of whom had his difciples, infeparable attendants. 

The mod fpacious rooms are, as ufual in old caftlcs, placed in the upper ftorics, 
and furniflied with all the tawdry and’ clumfy niaghificence of the middle of the lull 
century. The habitable part is below ftairs. ‘ In one of the apartments is a good por- 
trait of the firft Duke of Ormond, in armour, by Sir Peter Lely j the greateft'and moft 
virtuous chara£ler of his age. 

His daughter, Coitutefs of Chefterfield, a celebrated beauty, and the greateft coquet 
of the gay court of Charles II. beloved by the Duke of York, and not lels by George 

* Keith, 140. t Doilor Macpherfon,'2i9. 
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Hamilton. She was neglefted at firft by her hufband, who, rouzed by the attention of 
others to his fair fpoufe, became too late enamoured with her charms. At length a 
mutual jcaloufy feized the lady and her lover Hamilton ; he, in the frenzy of re- 
venge, perl’uades the Earl to carry her from the fceneof gallantry, to pafs her Chrift- 
mas at his feat in Dcrbyfliire *. She diicovers the treachery of her lover, but contrives 
to inveigle him to vifit her in her retreat, through all the real inconveniences of bad 
roads, dreadful weather, and dark nights, with the additional terrors of imaginary 
precipices and bogs, which Ihe had painted in her billet, to add to the mifery of his 
journey. ^ A bad cottage is provided for his concealment ; a falfe confidante brings 
him at midnight into a cold paffage, under promife of an interview ; he remains there 
till day approaches ; the night began with rain and ended with froft ; he was cafed 
with ice, perhaps complaining. 

Me tuo loppras perennle no£lcs, 

Lyclia^ doimlii. 

He quits his ftation in defpair, retires to his cabin, Is terrified with the news of Lord 
Chc'ftorticld being at home, is alarmed with the found of hounds, and the Earl enjoy- 
ing the pleafurcs of thechace; peeps out, and find the country beautiful, and nthher 
bog nor precipice ; in a word, returns to London the next night, the ridicule of the 
gay monarch and his merry court t* 

I nnifl; not forget another portrait, that more immediately relates to the houfe of 
Patrick Lord Giames ; who, I am informed, wrote his own memoirs, and relates that 
he married the daughter of the Earl of Middleton, Lord Comtniflioncr in the time of 
Charles II. ; and fuch was the fimplicity of, manners at that lime, he brought his lady 
home mounted behind him, without any other train than a man on foot by the fide of 
his horfe. 

In the church-yard of Glamcsis a (lone fimilar to thofe at Abcrlemni. This is fup- 
pofed to have been creded in memory of the affaflination of King Malcolm, and is called 
his gravc-ftone. On one front is a crofs, on the upper part is fome wild bead, and op- 
pofito to it a centaur ; beneath, in one compartment, is the head of a wolf, thefo ani- 
mals denoting the barbarity of the confpirators j in another compartment are two per- 
I'ons fliaking hands, in their other hand is a batile-ax : perhaps thefe two are repre- 
fented in the ad of confederacy. On the oppofite front of the Hone are reprefented 
an ccl and another fifli. This alludes to the fate of the murderers, who, as foon as 
they had committed the horrid ad, fled. The roads were at that time covered with 
fnow ; they loll the path, and went on to the lake of Forfar, which happened at the 
time to be frozen over, but not fufficiently ftrong to bear their weight, the ice broke, 
and they all periflied miferably. This fad is confirmed by the weapons lately found 
in draining the lake, particularly a battle-ax, of a form like thofe reprefented in the 
fculpturc. Several brafs pots and pans were found there at the fame time, perhaps 
part of the plunder the aflaflins oorried off with them. 

Near Glamcs arc two other Hones, one with the crofs on one front, ai? angel on one 
fide, and two men with the heads of hogs on the 'other ; probably fitirically alluding 
to the name ofcSueno, or the fwine, a Daniili monarch. , Beneath are four animals re- 
fembling lions j on the oppofite front is a fingle eel. This is in the park of Giames 

The other is at the village of Coflens, a mile well of the caflle, afld is called! St. 
Orland’s done. The crofs takps^up. one front j on the upper p«g:t of the other arc 

• Brcadby-ha!l, near Biirton-upon-Trent, Mcmoires du Gramraont. 

< I Vide Gordon’s Itin. 163. 
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certain unknown inftruments ; beneath arc horfemen and dogs; under them a fculp. 
ture> which in my drawing reprefents a boat ; beneath that a cow, and anotlur 
animal*. * 

• -I miffed feeing Denoon caftle, which I am informed lies two miles to the fouth-we(l 
of Glamcs. According to Mr.. Gordon, it is feated on an eminence, environed with 
fteep rocks, and almoil inacceffibie. On the north are two or three rows of tcrrafll's. 
It is of a femicircular form, and cucompafled with a ftupendous wall of (tone and earth, 
twenty-feven feet high, and thirtj' thick. ITie circuit three hundred and thirty-five 
yards. 'I’hc entrances are on tne fouth-eaff, and north-weft. Within the area are 
veftiges of buildings, and there is a tradition that there was a fpring in the huddle. 
This appears to me to be the fame kind of faftnefs as that of Catter-thun. 

Sept. 6. Proceed to Belmont, the feat of the honourable Stuart Mackenzie, Lord 
Privy Seal of Scotland, where 1 found the moll obliging reception. It is feated in the 
pariih of Meigle, where I again enter the county of Perth. 

The ground of this parifli is very fenile, and much improved of late by the manure 
of lhe!l-marl. It yields barley, oats, fonie wheat, and a Ijttle rye ; and, in general, 
mure grain than the inhabitants, who amount to about twelve hundred, can cuniumc. 
Much ilax is raifed, many potatoes planted, and of late artiBcial graffes begin to find 
a place here. Iinpravements in agriculture, and in making good Poads, go on molt 
profperuuily under the aufpiccs of Lord Privy Seal. The only manuhiflure in the pa- 
riih is that of coarfe brown linens, which employs about a hundred weavers. But fincc a 
great proprietor has thought proper to debar the inhabitants from the ufe of a large 
peat mofs, it is feared that the manufaflurers mull remove (as many have already done) 
for want of that effential article, fuel. 

Belmont (lands entirely on cluffical ground ; for on its environs lay the laft feene of 
the tragedy of Macbeth. In one place is (hewn his tumulus, called Belly Duff, or, I 
fliould rather call it, the memorial of his fall ; for to tyrants no fuch refped was paid, 
and thrir remains were treated with the utmoft indignity among the northern nations. 
Thus Amlethus, after deftroyi'ng the'eruel Fengo, denies every honour to his body f . 
And'Starcather beautifully deferibes the obfequies of the wicked : 

Caeforum corpora curru 
Excipunt Famuli, promptufque cadavera lidor 
EfFtrraty officiis merit 6 caritura fiiprcnalH, 

£l builii'indigna tegi. Non fnneris illii 
Ponipa rogufve plum tumuli componct honortm : 

Puttda fpargantur campit, aviumqiic terenda 
MoifihuSf infcfto maculent rus undique tabef^. 

By the final fyllable, 1 (hould choofe to ftyle it a monument to perpetuate the me- 
mory of the gallant Macduff*. It is a verdant mount, furrounded by two terraifes, 
with a cope at top, now (haded by broad-leaved laburnums, of great antiquity. The 
battle, which began beneath the caftle of Dunfinane^ might have fpread as far as this 
place. Here the great (land might have been made ; here Macduff might have funv- 
moned the ufurper to yield ; and here 1 imagine him uttering bis laft defiance, 

• c 

^ Ibid. I had not an opportunity of feeing either of theCe. Mr. Skene, of Carfftoii faeoured me with 
u drawing of the laft. f baxo Cram. lib. iv. p. 55. 

I JLdem, Ub. vL p. 1 19. Aeiumquc terrenda 

Morfibua. 

licfpcarc puu an idea fimilar to thia in the mouth of Maehlth t 

our monumenft 
Shall be, the aawa of kitci. 


1 will 
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I will not yield 

To kifs tb€ ground before young Malcoln/s feet ; 

And to be baited with the rabble's curfe. 

Though Birnam wood be come to Dunfinanc^ 

And thou oppos'd, be of no woman born. 

Yet I will try the laft. Before my body 
I throw my warlike, (hield. Lay on, Macduf! ! 

And damn'd be he that fir ft cries, “ Hold I enough ! > " 

In a field on the other fide of the houfe is another monument to a hero of that day, 
to the memory of the brave young Seward, who fell, (lain on the fpot by Macbeth. A 
ftupendous ftone marks the place, twelve feet high above ground, and eighteen feet and 
a half in girth in the thickeft place. The quantity below the furface of the earth only 
two feet eight inches ; the weight, on accurate computation, amounts to twenty tons ; 
yet, I have been aifured, that no ftone of this fpecics is to be found within twenty miles. 
But the pains that were beftowed on thefe grateful remembrances of departed merit, 
may be learned from the filial piety of Harald, the fon of Gormon, who employed his 
whole army, and a vaft number of oxen, to draw a ftone of prodigious fize from the 
Ihore of Jutland, to honour the grave of his mother f. 

Near the great ftone is a fmall tumulus, called DufF’s-know ; where fome other 
commander is fuppofed to have fallen. But Meiglc is rich in antiquities, the church- 
yard is replete with others of a more ornamented kind, abounding with hieroglyphic 
columns. Mr. Gordon has engraved all 1 faw, one excepted ; however I venture to 
caufe them to be engraved again from the drawings of my fervant ; for, notwithftand- 
ing 1 allow Mr. Gordon to poflefs great merit as a writer, yet his Iketches are Icfs ac- 
curate than I could wifh. 

The moft curious is that whereon is feen, in the upper part of one front, 
dogs and horfemen, and below reprefented four wild bealls, refembling lions, de- 
vouring a human figure. The country people call all of them Queen Vanora’s gravc- 
floncs, and relate that flie was the wife of King Arthur ; I fuppofe the fame lady that 
we Welfli call Guinever, and Guenhumara ; to whofe chaftity neither hiftorians nor 
bards J do much credit. The traditions of thefe parts arc not more favourable to her 
memory. The peafants aftert, that, after the defeat of her lover, flie was imprifcned in 
a fort on the hill of Barra, oppofite to this place, and that there flic died, and was in- 
terred in the parifli of Meiglc. Others again fay, that flie was tom to pieces by wild 
beafts, to which this fculpture alludes; if, as Mr. Gordon juftly obferves, the carvings 
might not fomeiimes prove the foundation of the talc. 

It is reported that her grave was furrounded by three ftones, in form of a triangle, 
mortifed into one another. Some of them have holes and grooves for that purpofe, 
but arc now disjointed, and removed to different phices. 

Another ftone, is very curious; on it is engraved a chariot, with the driver 
and two perfons in it ; behind is a monfter, refembling a hippopotamus, devouring a 
proftrated human figure. On aqother ftone is the reprefentation of an elephant, or at 
leaft an animal with a long probofeis. Whence could the artifts of a barbarous age 
acquire their ideas of centaurs, 6r of animals propei- to the torrid zone ? 

Sept. 8. Le^ve Belmont. Pafs beneath the famous hiH of Dunfmane, on the fouth 
fide of Strathmore, on whofe fumroic flood the caftle, the rcfidence of Macbeth, full in 

* The foundation of all this talc ia overthrown lately by the learned and accurate author of the Anna)-* 
of Scotland; hut out of to the numbcrltL ^iblime paffijircs it has furnilhcd#the poet with, 1 liiir.r 

it to retain itfl place here. * t Wormii Mon. Dan. 39, 

^ Jeffery of* Monmouth, p. *351. Percy’s Rcliquts, iii. 4. 
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view of Birnam wood, on the oppofite fide of the plain. No place could be better 
atlapted for the feat of a jealous tyrant ; the fides arc fteep, and of the inoft difficult 
afrent, the fummit commanding a view to a great diilance in front and rear. At pre- 
I’ent there are not any remains of this celebrated fortrefs ; its place is now a verdant 
area, of an oval form, fifty-four vards by thirty, and fiirrounded by two deep ditches. 
On the north is a hollow road, cut through the rock, leading up to the entry, which 
lies on the north-eall, facing a deep narrow chafin, between this and the next hill. 
The hilt has been dug into, but nothing was difeovered, excepting fome very black 
corn, which probably had undergone the operation of Graddan, or burning. This 
place was fortified with great labour, for Macbeth depended on its llrength and natural 
fteepnefs as a fecure retreat againft every enemy. He fummoned the Thaoes from all 
parts of the kingdom to affifi in the work. All came excepting Macduff, which lb en« 
raged the tyrant, that he threatened to put the yoke that was on the oxen then- lid>our» 
ing up the deep fide of the hill, on the neck of the difobedient Thane*. 

A little to the eaftward is a hill called the King*s-fcat, where traditbn fays,. Macbeth 
fat as on a watch-tower, for it commands a more comprehenfive view than Dunfi- 
nane. Here his fcout might be placed, who brought him the fatal news of the march 
of Birnam wood : 

As I did (land my watch upon the hill, 

1 look’d toward Birnam« and anon, methonght 
The wood began to move ! 

On the plain beneath thefe hills are fcveral other »i<onuments of antiquity, fuch as a 
great flone lying on the ground, ten feet long, called the Long Man's Grave. Here are 
alfo feveral tumuli compofed of earth and Hones of a pyramidical form, called here 
Lawes. One of a confiderable fize, near a gentleman's feat, called Law-town, is fop- 
pofed to have been that from which Macbeth adminiftcred juftice to his people. No 
prince ruled with more equity than he did in the beginning of his reign. He was the 
firft of the Scbttilh raonarchs that formed a code of laws, which were duly obferved 
during his government, but afterwards were negle^ed or forgotten, as Buchanan fays, 
much to the lofs of the kingdom in general. 

Continue our ride weftward. Pals through Perth. Reach Dupplin, where we 
continue till next morning. 

Sept. 9. Crofs the river Earn, at Eam-bridge, near the houfe of Moncrief ; keep on 
the fouth fide of Stratheam, and breakfaft in its eaftern extremity, at the village of 

Abernethy, fiatednear the junction of the Earn and the Tay, and once the capital 
of the Pidifli kingdom. The origin of thefe people has been greatly litigated : fomc 
foppofe them to have been foreigners imported from Scandinavia t» or out of Saxony ; 
but apparently without any foundation. There is no reafon to imagine them to have had 
any other origin than iVom the^ Caledonians, -the ancient inhabitants of the country. 
They were the unconquered part, who, on the death of Severus,’ recovered from his 
fons the^conquells of the father, who haraffed the Romans and foutherii Britons with 
frequent excuVfions, and who, with their kindred Scots, on the retreat of the Romans, 
forced .their confmement, novy called Graham's-dike, and with irrefiftible fury extended 
their dominions as far as the banks of the Humber. 

Two kingdoms had been crefted ; the one ftyled that of the Pifls, the other that 
of the Scots. Each of them were new names : the firft that mentions the Pitts is 
• • 

• Buchanan, lib. »ii. c. 11 . t Stillingficct, quoted by Mr. Maepherfon, yg, 

Eumenius 
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Eumenius the panegyrift, who wrote in 309, and the firft who Tpcaks of the Scots is 
Aimnianus hlarcelltnus. 

The words are of Celtic origin : Pift is derived from Pifleich*, orPiftich, a plun- 
derer or thief : it was bellowed on them by their fouthern neighbours, who probably 
experienced the cruelty of their cxcurfions. The Caledonian offspring accepted the 
title, as it conveyed, in their idea, an addition of honour inilead of infamy ; for the 
northern nations, from the earlivlt antiquity, held robbery to have been honourable ; 
nor does that opinion feetn to be worn out to this day with fome of the northern 
princes. 

The kingdom of the Picls was on the caftern parts of North Britain : that of the Scots 
on the weftern. The laft derived their name from Scottan, afmallflockt, or from 
Scuite, wanderers J. The firll perhaps from their making inroads in linall parties, the 
laft from their acknowledged way of life, running about feeking whom they might de- 
vour. As foon as ihcfe two nations had cftablilhed a power, wars, attended with 
various fuccefs, arofc between them ; at length the Scots proven vidlorious ; they 
totally Tubdued their Pidilh neighbours, cut off multitudes, forced numbers to fly 
abroad for fecurity, overturned tlieir kingdom,, incorporated the few which were left, 
and made their very name to ceafe. 

That the Romans might alfo give the name of Pifti to the Britilh nations from the 
cuftom of painting their bodies with woad and other dyes is inconteftible, uotwithftand- 
ing it is denied by many of the Scottifti authors. They argue from the inconliftency 
of the Romdn writers, fome of whom aflert that the Britons went naked, othei s that 
they were cloathed in Ikins, others with garments called Bractue. T hat any were fo 
wretched as to be deftitute of cloathing in this fevere climate is very improbable : no 
northern nations yet difeovered, were ever found in fuch a ftate of nature. But, fay the 
former, as the Britons were cloathed, why ibould they give thcmfelvcs the trouble of 
adorning their bodies with paintings, fince they could neither Ihew them through vanity 
to their friends, or as objeds of terror to their enemies ? It is difficult to trace the caufe of 
cuftoms in fuch diftant periods ; but wc know at prefent, from reepnt authority, that there 
are two nations, who to this day retain the cuftom of painting their bodies, and fome of 
them the moll concealed parts, which they are as averfe to expofmg as any European. 
Both of thefe people are cloathed ; thofe of Otaheite have one kind of drels ; the new 
Zealanders another. In diftant ages they may leave off the cuftom of tattowing 
their Ikin.s ; and the authority of our modern voyages become as difputable as thofe of 
Carfar, Dion Caffius, or Herodian, are with fome later writers. But that the painted 
bodies of our ancellors nvght be capable of ftriking terror into their enemies is very cer- 
tain ; for in an adion they freed § themfelves from the incumbrances of the loofer' 
garments, and part at kaft of their bodies painted with wild fancy, \^as left expofed to 
the view of the aftoniftied foe. 

I could not hear that there were the lead remains of antiquity at Abemethy that 
could be attributed to its ancieijt poffeftbrs. The Pids have left memorials of their 
feat at Inch-tuthel, and marks of their retreats in time of danger on tjie fummit of 
many a hill. Above the houfe of Moncrief, on Merdun hill, is a fafinefs, formed by a 
bulwark of ftones, furrounding about two acres of ground, which might have been the 
citadel of Abemethy, the refuge of its inhabitants in time of war, at lead of its women, 
its children j|, and its cattle, while the warriors kept the field to repel the enemy. 

* Henry’s Hiftory of Britain, 1 . i9}« ’ "t DoAor Maepherfon, i»8. 

X Henry’s Hillory of Britsin, i. 193. \ Mr. James Macplierfon, *15. 

II Conjuget ac liberosin loca tuta transferrent. Tacitus Vic. Agricolx, c. 27. 
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Here is inJeeil a round tower like that of Brechin ; but I am more williiij^ to give 
thefo edifices to the Irift than the Piets. The Scots have fullicient remains of antiquity 
to forgive this concellion : tiie tower at Abernethy is uncovered ; the height within is 
feventy-two feet ; the inner diameter eight feet two ; the thicknefs of the wall at top 
two feet feven ; at bottom three feet four ; the circumference near the ground forty- 
feven. Within is, at prefent, a bell, platforms, and ladders, like that in the capital of 
Angus. 

St. Brigkl, a\irgia of Caithnefs, herefirft dedicated herfelfto the ferviccs of heaven, 
not with vows frail as human nature, but with a refolutc perfevcrancc in the duties of 
. the monallic life ; and with her nine others adopted the fame courfe *. At this place 
lljc died in 513, and left fuch a reputation for piety, “ that the moll extravagant ho- 
nours were paid to her memory. 'I'he Hebrides paid her divine honours : to her the 
greateft number of their churches were dedicated : from, her they had oracular re- 
iponfes ; by the divinity of St. Brigid, was one of their mod folcmn oaths : to her they 
devoted the firft day of February, and in the evening of that feftival performed many 
lining .' ceremonies of a Druidicai and moll fupcrftitious kind f.” 

Hv l e were preferved her rcliques ; here, in honour of her, was founded a collegiate 
clnirCi! ; and this place was a billioprick, the metropolitan of all Scotland, till it was in 
iS4o tranflated to St. Andrew’s by Kenneth IIL, after his viftory over the Picis |. Be- 
fore which it was a populous city, given by Nc-efanus, king of the Pidt.«, to God and St. 
Brigid, till the day of judgment §. 

Alcend the Ochil hills, and in lefs than two miles crofs a rivulet, and enter into the 
fliire of Fife ; the nearell or moll foutherly part of tlie Roman Caledonia, the Otholiiiia 
and the Rofs of the Pi£ts || The Forth-ever or Over of the Sa.vons, and the Fife of 
the prefent time ; the lafl from Fifus DuH'us, a warrior of the country. 

Near the jun£lion of Fife and Strathern, not far from the fpot 1 palled, is Mugdrum 
crofs, an upright pillar, with fculptures on each fide, much defaceil ; but Hill may be 
traced figures of horfemen, and beneath them certain anitnals. Near this place flood 
the crofs of the famous Macduff, Thane of Fife, of which nothing but the pedcllal 
has been left for above a century part. On it were inferibed certain Macaronic vcrfcs, 
a ftrange jargon, preferved both by Sibbaid ^ and Gordon **. Mr. Cunningham, who 
wrote an effay on the crofs, tranflatcs the lines into a grant of Malcolm Canmore, to 
the Earl of Fife, offeveral emoluments and privileges; among others, he allows it to be 
a fanfluary to any of Macduff’s kindred, within the ninth degree, who fhall be acquitted 
of any man-llaughter, on flying to this crofs, and paying nine cow.s and a heifer ft- 

Defcend the Ochil hills, and arrive in a pretty valley, called the flrath of Eden, 
bounded on the foifth by the Lomond hills, and watered by the river Eden. Go 
through a fmall town, and after croiling the vale, reach 

Falkland; another fmall town, made a royal burgh by James II. in 1458. Here 
ftuod one of the feats 'of the Macduff's, Earls of Fife. .On the attainder of Murdo 
Stuart, feventeenth Earl, it became forfeited* to the crown in 1424. James V. who 
grew very fond of the place, enlarged and improved il. The remains evince its former 
magnificence' an{i elegance, and the fine tafte of the princely architcdl. The gateway is 
placed between two fine round towers ; on the right hand joins the chapel, whofe roof is 
of wood, bandfomely gilt and painted, but in a mod ruinous condition. Beneath are 

* Spotfwood’s Hift. Ch. Scotland, 11, iz. ^ Boethius, lib. x. p. 181. 

f DoAor Macpher(pn, 339. J Keith’s fiilhops 3. ^ Camden, 1338. Edit. 1723. 

i Boethius, lib. iv. p. 61. bibbald, Fife, i. ^ Sibbaid, Fife, 92, ^3, 

•* Gordon, 164. ft Camdent Mjfi. 
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fevcral apartments. The front next to the court was beautifully adorned with ftatues, 
heads in bas-rclicf, and elegant columns, not reducible to any order, but of fine pro- 
portion, with capitals approaching the Ionic fcrol. Beneath feme of thele pillars was 
inferibed. 1. R. M. G. 1537, or Jacobus Rex. Maria de Guife. 

This place was alfo a favourite refidence of James VI. on account of the fine park, 
and plenty of deer. The eall fide was accidentally burnt in tltc time of Charles II. and 
the park ruli.cd during Cromwell’s ufurpation, when the fine oaks were cut down in 
order to builo the fort at Perth. 

In the cM cafile was cruelly ftarved, by the villany of his uncle the Duke of Albany, 
David Duke of Rothefay, fon to Robert III. For a time his life was prolonged by the 
charity of two women j the one fupplying him with oaten cakes, conveyed to him 
through the priion grates : the other, a wet nurfe, with milk, conveyed by means of a 
pipe. Both were detefted, and both molt barbaroully put to death *. The death of 
this Prince occafioned a parliamentary enquiry. The murderers were acquitted ; and 
pardoned : certainly the innocent would nevep have required filch fccurity f. 

Near the prefent palace are feveral houfes, marks of the muniticence of James VL 
who built and beflowcd them on his attendants, who acknowledge his bounty by grate- 
ful inferiptions on the w'alls, mollly in this fiyle : 

“ Al praile to God and thankis to the moil excellent monarche of Great Britane of 
wliofe princelio liberalitie this is my portiounc. Nicol Moncrief. iCio.’* 

Continue our journey along the plain, w’hich is partly arable, partly a heath of un- 
common flatnefs, darkened with prodigious plantations of Scotch pines. In the 
midil is Melvil, the feat of the Earl of I.evcn and Melvil ; a fine houfe, with nine win- 
dows in front, defigned by the famous Sir William Bruce, and executed by Mr. James 
Smith, and built in 1692. 

'I he noble owner is dcfccndcd, by the female line, from Alexander Lcfly, firft of the 
title ; a gallant and moft trullcd officer, under the great Guflavus Adolphus. To him 
he gave the defence ofStralfund, when befieged by the Imperialifls, whofe commander, 
the impious or the frantic Walliein, fwore he would take the place though it hung in 
the air from heaven by a chain of adamant J : but Lefly difapointed his rodomontade. 
On his return to Scotland ho headed the covenanting army, during part of tlic civil 
wars, and contributed greatly to the vidory of Marft on-moor, in 1 644. After the death 
of Charles I. he favoured the K)yal party, was imprifoned, and fufferecl fequcflration ; 
fo little did the parliament refped his former ferviccs. A neat miniature of him is pro- 
ferved here, and a line medal given him by Guftavus, for his brave defence ofStralfund. 

Guftavus hitnfelf, at fyll length, in a fliort buff coat. This portrait is an original, 
brought out of Germany by the General. 

George, Earl of Melvil, Lord High Commiffioner in 1690, a poft he received as a 
reward lor his fuffciingsiu 1683, when he had the honour of being accufed of corre- 
fponding with the virtuous Lord Ruflel j was obliged to fly into Holland, and, on rc- 
fufing to appear on being cited, fufl^ered, till the revolution, the forfeiture of his eftate. 

David, Earl of Leven, commander of the forces in North-Britain, /rom 1 706 to 
1710, a fine half-length, in armour, looking over his ihoulder. .By Sir John de 
Medina. • * • 

In the garden is a fquare tower, one of the fummer retreats of cardinal Beaton ; and 
near it is Cardan’s well, named from the celebrated phyfician, who in 1552, wa.s fent 

• Vide Sir David Dalrymple’s remarks ort Ilift. Scotland, 778 

■)< Buclianau, lib. x, c. ic. ^ Han’s Itifiof Uutlavus, i. 99. 
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for from MHan, to Hamilton, archbilhop of St. Andrew's, who was here ill of an afthma. 
Cardan effeffed his cure but to prefcrve him for a mofl ignominious fate, which the phy. 
fician^ by calling the nativity of his patient, foretold. The prelate^'was afterwards hang- 
ed on a live tree at Stirling, and the folluwing cruel farcafm coinpofed on the occaiion ; 

Vive cliu, feli'x arbor» Tcmperqnc vlrclo 
Frondibus, ut nobis talia poma Feras.. 

September lo. Leave Mel vil. The country is well improved, inclofed, and fenced 
with quickfet hedges. Pafs by Dairlie church, and callellated houfe. The church is 
ancient, but of elegant archite^ure ; the tower polygonal, terminating in a ipire. It is 
built at the edge of an eminence, over the river Eden, which walhes a beautiful bottom. 
The view from it of the bridge, the church, and houfc, arfe uncommonly pleafing. 
The eftate of Dairfie was once the property of the fee of St. Andrew’s, but in 1550 was 
feued out to Lamont of Darfie, to.be held by duty paid to this day. It w'as afterwards 
fold to archbifhop Spotfwood. « 

After palling over a barren moor, have a nioft extenfive view. Beneath on the north 
is the Eden, difeharging itfelf into a fmall bay under Gair bridge, confifting of fix 
arches, built by Henry Wardlaw, bifhop of St. Andrew’s, who died in 1440 : beyond 
is the elluary of the lay, great part of the county of Angus, terminating with the Red- 
head, which, with Fitenefs in this county, forms the great bay of St. Andrew’s. Full in 
front, at the bottom of a long defeent, appears the city, placed at the extremity of a 
plain at the wafer’s edge. Its numerous towers and fpires gives it an air of vaft magni- 
ficence, and ferve to raife the expe£latiou of (Irangcrs to the higheft pitch. On entering 
the weft port, a well-built ftrect, ftrait, and of a vaft length and breadth, appears ; but 
fo grafs grown, and fuch a dreary folitude lay before us, that it formed the perfedl idea 
of having been laid wafte by the peftilence. 

On a farther advance, the towers and fpires, wliich at a diftance afforded fuch an 
appearance of grandeur, on the near view (hewed theinfelves to be the aweful remains 
of the magnificent, the pious works of paft generations. A’ foreigner, ignorant, of the 
hiftory of this country, would naturally inquire, what calamity has this city undergone ? 
has it fuffered a bombardment fromfome barbarous enemy ? or has it not, like Lilbon, felt 
the more inevitable fury of a convulfive earthquake ? but how great is the horror on re- 
fleding, that this deftrudion was owing to the more barbarous zeal of aminifter, who, 
by his difeourfes, lirft cnflamed, and then permitted a furious crowd to overthrow edi- 
fices, dedicated to that very Being he pretended to honour by their ruin. The cathe- 
dral was the labour of a hundred and fixty years, a building that did honour to the coun- 
try : yet in June 1559, John Knox efteded its demolition in a lingle day. 

If we may credit legend, St. Andrew’s owes its origin to a fingular accident. St. 
Regulus, or St. Rule, as he is often called, a Greek of Achaia, was, warned by a vifion 
to leave his native country, and vifit Albion, an ifle placed in the remoteft part of the 
• and to take with him the arm-bone, three fingers, and three toes of St. Andrew, 
ed, ^nd fetting fail with his companions, after being grievoufly tempell-toft, 
70 at length Ihip- wrecked, on the coafts of OtholiniE, in the territory of Her- 
gullus, King-of the Pi6ls. .His majedy no fooner heard of the arrival of the pious 
ftrangers, and their precious reliques, than he gave orders for their reception, prefented 
the faint with bis own palace, and built it near the church, which to this day bears the 
name of Regulus. 

The place was then ftylcd Mucrofs ; or, the land of boars ; all round was foreft, and 
the lands beftowed on the faint were called Byrehid. 'I’he boars equalled in fize the 

1 3 Eryman- 
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Erytnanthian ; as a proof, two tufks were chained to the altar of St. Andrew, each fix- 
teen> inches long, and four thick. But Regulus changed the-name to that of Kilry* 
mont here he eflabli/hed the hrft chridian priefts of this country, the Culdecs ; a word 
which fome derive from cultores Dei, or wor/hippers of Go 4 ; others with more juft ice, 
from Kcledei, or dwellers in cells. Thefe had the power of chufing their own bifiiop, 
or overfeer, profeffcd for a long time a monadic life, and a pure and uncorrupt religion, 
and withdood the power of the popes. But David I. liding with his holinefs in a dif. 
pute between the Culdees and the prior and canons of St. Andrew’s, about the right of 
chudng a biihop, would have engaged the former to admit the lad to partake of the 
powers of election j- but on their refufal entirely diveded them of their right. From 
that time their authority ceafed, and probably their order, notwithdanding they ?re 
mentioned again in 1 298, .ns oppodng the elcdion orLamberton, and even appealing 
to the pope ; a (ign that the original dodrine of the. Culdees was lod, and that thefe 
were only fecular prieds, who founded their pretenfions to vote on the ancient ufage 
of their predecelTors. The prior and canons a/ter this retained the right of election. 

This church was fupreme in the kingdom of the Pifts, Ungus having granted to 
God and St. Andrew that it fhould be the head and mother of all the churches in his 
dominions *. This was the prince who drd directed that the crofs of St. Andrew ihoiild 
become the badge of the country. In 5 1,8, after the conqued of the Pidts, he removed 
the epifcopal fee to St. Andrew’s, and the bidiop was dyled Maximus Scotonim Epifeopus. 
In 1441 it was erefted into an archbilhoprick, by Sextus IV., at the intercemon of 
James III. In 1606 the priory was fupprclTcd, and the power of eleftion, in 1617, trans. 
ferred to eight bilhops, the principal of St. Leonard’s college, the archdeacon, the vicars 
of St. Andrew’s, Leuchars, and Coupar. 

The cathedral was founded in 1 i6i by bilhop Arnold, but many years elapfed till it 
attained its full magnificence, it not being completed before 1318. Its length, from 
eaft to weft, was three hundred and feventy feet ; of the tranfept, three hundred and 
twenty>two. Of this fuperb pile nothing remains but part of the eaft and weft ends, 
and of the fbuth fide ; with fuch fuccefs and expedition did facrilege efie£I its ruin. 

Near the eaft end is the chapel of St. Regulus, a fingular edifice.- The t«wer is a 
lofty equilateral quadrangle, of twenty feet each fide, and a hundred. and three high. 
The body of the chapel remains, but the two fide-chapels are ruined.- The.arches of 
the windows and doors are round, fome even form more than femi-circtes ; a proof of 
the antiquity : but I cannot admit Herguftus, to whom it is attributed, to have been the 
founder. 

The priory was founded by Alexander I. in 1 122, and the monks (canons regular- 
of St. Auguftine) were brought from Scone in 1 140, by Robert bifhop of this fee. By 
aft of parliament, m the time of James I., the prior had precedence of all abbots and- 
priors, and on the days of feftival wore a mitre, and all epifcopal oniatnents f. De- 
pendent on this priory were thofe of I.ochleven, Portmoak, Monimulk, the ifle of May, 
and Pittenween, each originally a/eat of the Culdees. 

The revenues of the houfe were vaft, viz. In money, 2237.I. as. it> jd. 38 chaldrons, 
I boll, 3 firlots of wheat } 13a cb. 7 bolls of bear f t 14 ch. 3 bolls^ 4 peck of meal 
151 ch. 10 bolls, 1 firiot,'! peck and a half of oats 3 cIr 7 bolls of peas and beans 
480 acres of land alfo belonged to it. 

Nothing remains of the priory except the walls of the precind, which (hew its vaft 
extent. In one part is a moft artlefs gateway, formed only of feven ftones. This inclo- 
fure begins near the cathedral, and extends to the (hore. * 


* Camden, 1233. 
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The other religious houfes were, one of Dominicans, founded in 1274 by bl/hop 
Wiihart ; another of Obfervantines, founded by bifliop Kennedy, and Hnifhed by his 
ficceffor, Patrick Graham, in 1478; and, according to fomc, the Carmelites had a 
feurth. 

Imm diately above the harbour flood the collegiate church of Klrk-hcugh, originally 
founded by Conftantine III., who, retiring from the world, became here a Culdee. ‘ 
Fiom its having been flrfl: built on a rock, it was ftyled Prapofttura fanffte Marin 
ch' rupe. 

On the eaft fide of the city are the poor remains of the cafile, on a rock overlooking 
the fca. This fortrefs was founded, in 140 1, by bifiiop Trail, who was buried near the 
high altar of the cathedral, with this fmgular epitaph : 

Tlic fuit ccclefix dircAa columna, fenellra 
Lucida, Thuribulum rcdolcns, campana fonora. 

The entrance of the cafile is fiill to be feen ; and the window is lliewn out of which 
it is pretended that cardinal Beaton leaned to glut his eyes with the cruel martyrdom 
of George Wilhart, who was burnt on a fpot beneath. This is one of thofe relations 
whofe verity we fhould doubt, and heartily wifli there was no truth in it * ; and, on 
enquiry, we may confole ourfdves that this .is founded on puritanical bigotry, and in- 
vented out of hatred to a perfecutor fufficiently deteftable on other accounts. Beaton 
w'as the diredor of the pcrfecution, and the caufe of the death of that pious man ; and 
in this cafile, in May 1 546, he met with the reward of his cruelty. The patience of a 
fierce age, as the able Dr. Robertfon obferves, was worn out by this nefarious deed. 
Private revenge, inflamed and fanflified by a falfe zeal for religion, quickly found a fit 
inftrument in Norman Lefly, eldeft fon of the Earl of Rothes. The attempt was as 
bold as it was fuccefsful. The cardinal at that time, perhaps infligated by his fears, 
was adding new ftrength to the cafile, and, in the opinion of the age, rendering it 
impregnable. Sixteen perfons undertook to furprize it: they entered the gates, 
which were left open by the workmen, early in the morning, turned out his retinue 
without Confufion, and' forced open the door of the cardinal’s apartment, which 
he had barricadoed on the firfi alarm. The confpiratoi's found him feated in his chair ; 
they transfixed him with their fwords, and he expired, crying, I am a prieft ! fie ! fie! 
all is gone !” He merited his death, but the manner was indefenfible, as is candidly 
admitted by his enemy, the hifiorian and poet. Sir David Lindfay ; 

As fur this cardinal) I grant) 

He was a man we might well want ; 

God will forgive it foon. 

But of a truth the foofh to fay, 

Aiiho’ tlic loon be well away) 

The fad was foully done. 

The confpirators were inftantly befiegedin the cafile by the regent, Earl of Arran; 
and, notwithfianding they had acquired no greater ftrength than a hundred and fifty 
men, refifted all "his eflbrts for five months : at length they furrendered, on the regent 
engaging to procure for them an abfolution from the pope, and a pardon from the 
Scottifh parliament. 

1 fliall ftep (rather out of courfe) to the church of St. Nicholas, remarkable for the 
monument of a prelate, whofe life and death bears, in fome refpcfls, a great fimilitude 

♦ Biown’s Vulgar Errors. 
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*0 that of the cruel Beaton. Archblfliop Sharp was originally bred a rigid prcibytcrian, 
had the full confidence of the party, and was entrufted with their interefts at the time 
of the Keltoration. Tempted by the fplendour of the preferments of our church, he 
apollatized from his own, received in reward the archbiflioprick of St. Andrew’s, and, 
as is commonly the cafe with converts, became a violent pcrfccutor of his doferted 
brethren. His career was flopped in 1 679. Nine onthufiafts, fomc of them men of for- 
tune, infiigated by no private revenge, bound themfelves by vow to facrifice him to the 
fulferings of their fed. They had enquired the Lord’s mind anent, i. c. concerning the 
murder, and ■♦he word bore in upon them, ** Go and profper*.” On the third of 
May tliey met him in his coach on Magus-moor, four miles from the city, accompanied 
by hi.s daughter. As foon as he faw himfelf purfued, he gave up all hopes of life, was 
taken out of his carriage, and, amidfl the cries and entreaties of the lady, mod cruelly 
and butcherly murdered. He died with the intrepidity of a heroj and t]»e piety of a 
rhriftiim, praying foV the aflalfins with his lateft breath ! The murderers all retired to 
feparate pi aycr j undone of them, William I>aniel, after prayer, told them all that 
the l..ord hud faid unto him, “ Well done, good and faithful fervantsf.” 

'I'hc monument is very magnificent : in the lower part is reprefented the manner of 
hLs death } in the middle the prelate is placed kneeling, the mitre and crefier falling 
from him ; an angel is fubflituting, inflead of the firfl, a crown of glory, with the allu- 
fivc words, pro mitra ; and above is the bas relief of a falling church, fupported by the 
figure of the archbifliop. This piece of flattery is attended with as flattering an epitaph : 
the dlfputable parts of his life arc fully related ; his undoubted charity and deeds of 
alms omitted. 

In the church of St. Salvator is a mofl; beautiful tomb of bifhop Kennedy, who died, 
an honour to his family, in 1466. The Gothic work is uncommonly elegant. Within 
the tomb were dilcovered fix magnificent maces, which had been concealed here in 
troublel'ome times. One wa.s given to each of the other three Scotch ufliverfities, and 
three are preferved here. In the top is reprefented our Saviour; around are angels, 
with tlie inftruments of the paflion. 

With thefc^rc ihewa fome filver arrows, with large fliver plates affixed to them, on 
which arc inferibed the arms and names of the noble youth, vidors in the annual com- 
petitions in the generous art of archery, which were dropt but a few years ago ; and 
golf is now the reigning game. That fport and football were formeriy prohibited, as 
ufclcfs and unprofitable to the public ; and at all weapon fehawings, or reviews of the 
people, it was ordered that fute-bal and golfe be utterly cryed down, and that bow- 
markes he maid at ilk pariih kirk, a pair of buttes and fehutting be ufed. And that ilk 
men ichutte fex flholles at lead, under the paine to be raiped upon them that cummis 
not, at lead twa ptnnyes to be given to them that cummis to the bow-markes ta 
drinkc J.” 

The town of St. Andrew’s was erefled into a royal borough by David I., in the year 
1140, and their privileges were afterwards confirmed. The charter of Malcolm IV. 
is preferved in the tolbooth, and appears written on a bit of -parchment ; but the con- 
tents equally valid with what at this time would require whole fleins. Irf this place is to 
be feen the mondrous ax that, in 1646, took off the heads of Sir Robert Spotlwood 
and other diftinguiftied loyalids, for the wretched preachers had declared that God re- 
quired their blood. Here are kept the filver keys of the city, which, for form fake, are 

• 

* Remarks on the Hiftory of ScotlaiM, by S!r David. Dalrymplc, 263. t Ibid. 
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»k*livercd to the King fliould he vifit the place, or to a viftorious enemy, in token of 
fiibmiffion. It underwent a fiegc in 1337, at which time it was pofleffed by the Englifli 
and other parti;tuns of Baliol ; but the loyalills, under the Earls of March and Fife, 
made thcmfelves mailers of it in three weeks, by the help of their battering machines. 
It furrendered on terms of fecurity to the inhabitams as to life, limbs, and fortune. 

The city is greatly reduced in the number of inhabitants ; at prel’ent it fcarccly ex- 
ceeds two thouland. 'fhere is no certainty of the fum when it was the fea'. of the pri- 
mate, and in the fulnefs of its glory. All we know is, that durieg the period of its 
Iplendour there w’ere. between (ixty and feventy bakers ; but at this time nine or ten are 
iuificient for the place. The circuit of this city is a mile, and contains three principal 
ftreets. The trade of St. Andrew’s was alfo once very confiderable. I am informed 
that, during the time of Cromwell’s ufurpation, fixty or feventy veffels belonged to the 
port ; at prefent only one of any fize. The harbour is artiheial, guarded by piers, 
with a narrow entrance to give (helter to velTels from the violence or a mod heavy fea. 
The manufa6lures this city might in foAner times polfefs are now reduced to one, that 
of golf-balls, which, trifling as it may feem, maintains feveral people. The trade is 
commonly fatal to the artifts, for the balls are made by (luflling a great quantity of feathers 
into a leathern cafe, by help of an iron rod, with a wooden handle, preflTed againd the 
bread, which feldom rals to bring on a confumptioh. 

The celebrated univerflty of this city was founded in 1411 by bifliop Wardlaw, and 
the next year he obtained from Benedift 111 . the bull of confirmation. It confided once 
of three colleges : St. Salvator’s, founded in 1458 by bifhop Kennedy. This is a hand- 
feme- building, with a court or quadrangle within : en one fide is the church, on another 
the library ; the third contains apartments for dudents; the fourth is unfinifhed. 

St. Leonard’s college was founded by prior Hepburn in 1512. This is now um‘ted 
with the lad, and the buildings fold, and converted into private houfes. 

The new, or St. Mary’s college, was edablifhed by arebbilhop Hamilton in 1553 ; 
but the houfe was built by James and David Bethune, or Beaton, who did not live to 
complete it. This is faid to have been the fite of a fchola tlhtJirU long before the eda- 
blifhment even of the univerflty, where feveral eminent clergymen taught, gratis, the 
fciences and languages. But it w'as called the new college, becaufe of its late ere^on 
into a divinity college by the archbifhop. 

The univerflty is governed by a chancellor, an office originally deflgned to be perpe- 
fually veded in the archbifhops of St. Andrew’s ; but flnee the Reformation, he is 
eledlcd by the two principals, aiid the profeflbrs of both the colleges. 

The prefent chancellor is the Earl. of Kinnoull, who, with his charafleridic zeal for 
promoting all gooitworks, has edabliflied .here premiums, to be didributed among the 
dudents, who make the bed figure in the annual exercifes. The eiFcfl is already very 
apparent, in exciting the ambition of a generous youth to receive thefe marks of dif- 
tinflion that will honour their lated days. 

The reftor is the next great officer, to whole care is committed the privileges, difei- 
pline, and flatutes of the univerflty. The colleges have their reffors, and profeflbrs of 
difFei:ent fciences, who are Indefatigable in their attention to the indru£lion of the du- 
dents, and to that dflential article their morals. This place poflefles feveral very great 
advantages refpe£ting the education of youth. The air is pure and falubrious ; the 
place for exercife dry and extenfive ; the exercifes themfelves healthy and innocent. 
The univerflty is fixed in a peninfulatcd country, remote from all commerce with the 
world, the haunt of diflipation. From the fmallnefs of the fociety every dudent’s 
chara^er is perfectly known. No little irregularity can be committed, but it is 
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inftantly difcovered and checked : vice cannot attain a head in the place, for the incor- 
rigible are nevar permitted to j-emain the corruptors of the reft. 

The ftudents may be boarded in the colleges, or in private houfes, or in thofe of the 
profeifors. The price at the colleges is only eight pounds for the leftions, which lafts 
leven months. The diet is very good, and a mafter always prefides at the table. 

The price at the profeflbrs, <»r at private houfes, is from ten to twenty.five pounds a 
quarter. I obferved at one of the profeffbr’s, young gentlemen from Bath, from Bour« 

. dcaux, and from Bern ; a proof of the extenfive reputation of the univerflty, notwith- 
(landing the ftudents are far from numerous: there are at prefent little more than a 
hundred, who during feftions wear red gowns without fleeves. 

Sept. 12. Leave St. Andrew’s > afeend a hill, and find the country on the heights vefy 
uncultivated, and full of moors. Here firft meet with collieries on this fide of North 
Britain. Defcend into a tra£l rich in com, and -enjoy a moft extenfive and beautiful 
view of the firth of Forth, the Bodotria of Tacitus. The Bafs iftand, with the ihores of 
Lothian, extending beyond Edinburgh, bound the fouthern profped. To the left, a 
few miles from the coaft of Fife, appears the iile of May, about a mile in length, inac> 
cellible on the weftern fide, on the eaftern is fafe riding for (hips in wefterly ftorms. 
This ifle in old times was the property of the monks of Reading, in Yorklhire ; and in 
it David I. founded a cell, dedicated to all the faints, who were afterwards fuperfeded 
by Adrian, a holy man, murdered by the Danes in Fife, and buried here. By his inter- 
cefllon the barren had the curfe of fterility removed from them ; and great was the 
refort hither of female pilgrims. 

It was afterwards annexed to the priory of St. Andrew's, having been purchafed by 
biihop Lamberton for that purpofe, from the religious of Reading, in defiance of all the 
remonftances of that tremendous monarch, the conqueror of Scotland. In later times a 
light-houfe has been erefted on it. 

Reach the (horc of the fine bay of Largo ; pafs by the lands of the fame name, be- 
llowed in 14S2 by James HI. on that gallant feaman, his faithful fervant. Sir Andrew 
Wood, in order to keep his (hip in trim. With two (hips he attacked and took five 
Englifli men of war, that infefted the firth ; and Toon after had equal fuccefs againft 
another fquadron, fent out by Henry VII. to revenge the difgrace *. The Scots, during 
the reigns of Janies III. and IV., were ftrong rivals to England in maritime affairs. 

Continue my ride along the curvature of this beautiful bay, and meet with the cheer- 
ful and frequent i'ucceftion of towns, chateaux, and of well-managed farms. The country 
is populous : the trade is coal and fait ; the laft made from the fea water. The coal 
is exported chiefly to Cainpvere and Rotterdam, and generally oats are brought back 
in return. . 

Go through the village of Lundie. In a field not fiir diflant are three vaft upright 
Hones ; the largeft is fixteen feet high, and its foiid contents two hundred and feventy. 
There are fragments or vefliges of three others i but their fituation is fuch as baffles 
any attempt to guefs at the forip of their original difpofition when the whole was 
entire. Near this place the Danes met with a confiderable defeat from the,Scots, under 
the condufl of Macbeth and Banquo : it is therefore probable that thefe ftones are 
monuments of the victory. Mr. Dougai, of Kirkaldie, who was fo obliging as to fa- 
vour me with their admeafiirement, gave himfelf the trouble of caufing the earth about 
them to be examined, and found, on digging about four feet deep, fragments of human 
bones. 


• Staggering State, frc. 147. 
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Breakfaft at the town of Levin, on the water of the fame name, running from Loch*- 
leven, near Kinrofsi The mouth forms a harbour, where at high water veifels of^R 
hundred tons- may enter. Somewhat farther are the piers of Meth^-I, built in the lad 
century by David Earl of Werays. Go through the villages of Bujkhaven, Wemys, 
and Eafter-Wemys ; all in the beginning of the lad century carr)'ing on a conliderable 
filhery. On an eminence impen^ng over the fea is the houfe of Werays, the feat of 
the ancient family of that name, defeended from the old Earls of Fife. The place de- 
rives its title from the various caverns in the cliffs beneath. I forgot to mention, that 
on the fhores near St. Andrew’s, and on different parts of this coaft, is found that beau- 
tiful plant, the palmonaria maritima, or fea buglofs, one of the mod elegant in our illand. 
It is frequent alfo among the Hebrides ; and immediately attracts the eye by its fine 
glaucous colour, and by the fine red and blue flowers which enliven the dreary beach. 

Pafs through a tra^ of collieries, and obferve multitudes of circular holes, furrounded 
with a mound, and filled with water, 'riicfe coal-hcughs, or pits, were once the fpi- 
racles or vent-holes in inexperienced day^ of mining. Many of the beds have been on 
fire for above two centuries ; and there have been formerly inflances of eruptions of 
fmoke apparent in the day, of fire in the night. The violence of the conflagration has 
ceafed, but it dill continues in a certain degree, as is evident in time of fnow, which 
melts in ftreams on the furface wherever there arc any fifVurcs. George Agricola, the 
great metallurgifl, takes notice of the phenomenon at this place *. 

Buchanan, from this circumftance, fixed on the neighbourhood of Dyfart for the 
feene of exorcifm in his Francifeanus, and gives an admirable deferiptive view of it un- 
der the horror of . an eruption : 

Campus crat late incultus, non flortbtis horti 
Arrioent, non mefle agrt, non fromiibus arboa : 

Vix fterilis ficcis veftitur'arena myricis : 

Et pccoi um rara in folis veAigia terria : 

Vicini Dcferta vocant. ‘ Ibi laxea fubter 
Antra te^uiit nigras vulcania femiua cautes : 

Sulpburaia palfim concepta incendia venla. 

Fumiferam volvunt nebulam, piceoque vapore 
Semper anhclat humua : cxcifque inclufa cavernia 
Flamma furena, dum laAaiido penetrate fub auraa 
Conatur, totia palliat fpiracula campis 
Findit, et ingenti tellurem pandit biatu.; 

Teter odor, triilifque habitus facierqne locoruoi. 

A little beyond this once tremendous place is the town of Dyfartj a royal burgh, 
large, and full of people. Leave on the left the caflle of Rswenfheugb, feated on a cliff. 
Pals by Path-head, a place of check-weavers and nailers : a modem creation, for within 
ihefe fixty years, from bong fcarcely inhabited, about four hundred fiimilies have been 
colleffed, by the encouragement of feuing. Adjoining is Kirkaldie, a long town, con. 
raining- fixteen hundred inhabitants : this is another royal burgh, where I experienced 
the hofpitality and care of Mr. Ofwald, its reprefenta^ve,.du'ring a ihort illnefs that over- 
took me heriS. 

This, like mefl: other maritime towns ofFifej depends on riie coal and fait trade. The 
country is very populous, but far lefs than it was before the middle of the lafl century^ 
when the fifheries were at their height. During winter it poflefled a vaft herring-fifhery ; 
infpring a moft profitable one- of white filh. One fatal check to population was the 
vi^ories of Montrofe. The natives of 'this coaft were violently feized with the religious 

* Ce Natura Fbffilmm, p. 597. Agricola -died ir 1555. 
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furor of the titnes, and took up the caufe of the covenant with moft dillinguilhed zeal. 
Inltigated by their preachere, they crowded under the banners of the godly, and five 
thoufand fell vidims to enthufiaftic delufion at the battle of Tippir-nioor. 

Of late years many of the inhabitants have removed to the fouth-weftern parts of 
this kingdom ; yet dill fuch numbers remain, that more provifions are confumed than 
even this fertile .country can fupply. There is one clafs of men on this coait, and I 
believe in moft of the coal countries of North Britain, from whom all power of migrat- 
ing is taken, be their inclinations for it ever fo ftrong. In this very ifland is, at this day, 
to be found a remnant of flavery paralleled only in Poland and Ruffia ; thoufands of our 
fellow- fubjeds are at this time the property of their landlords, appurtenances to their 
elhtes, and transferable with them to any purchafers. Multitudes of colliers and falters 
are in this fituation, who are bound to the fpot for their lives ; and even ftrangers who 
come to fettle there are bound by the fame cruel cuftom, unlefs they previoufly Ilipulate 
to the contrary. Should the poor people remove to another place on a temporary cef- 
fation of the works, they are liable to be recalled at will, and conftraiued to return on 
fevere penalties *. This, originally founded on valTalage, might have been coiuinued to 
check the wandering fpirit of the nation, and to preferve a body of people together, of 
whofe lofs the whole public might otherwife feel the moft fatal elFcds. 

During my ftay at Kirkaldie I fent my fervant. Moles Griffith, to Dodan, about four 
miles diftant, where he drew the column moft erroneoully figured by Sir Robert Sib- 
bald f. It is at prefent much defaced by time, but Hill are to be difeerned two rude 
figures of men on horfeback ; and on the other fides may be traced a running pattern 
ot ornament. The ftone is between fix and feven feet high, and inortifed at the bottom 
into another. This is faid to have been ereded in memory of a vidory, near the Leven, 
qver the Danes in 874, under their leaders Hungar and Hubba, by the Scots, com- 
manded by their prince, Conftantine II. 

Sept, j 5. Continue my journey. After proceeding about a mile, pafs by the Grange, 
once the feat of the hero Kirkaklie, a ftrenuous partizan of Mary Stuart, after her ftorm 
of misfortune commenced ; before, an honeft oppofer of her indiferetions. After an 
intrepid defence of Edinburgh caftle, he fell into the hands of the regent Morton, who, 
fearing his unconquerable Ipirit, bafely fuifered him to undergo the moft ignominious 
death. 

Leave on the left the ruins of Seafield caftlc, a fquarc tower, placed near the Ihore, in 
former times the feat of the Moutrays. A little farther is Kinghorn, a fmall town and 
borough. The caftle was one of the feats of the kings of Scotland, till the time of 
Robert II., who, giving hjs daughter in marriage to Sir John Lyon, added this town in 
part of portion. At this place is the ferry between the county of Fife and the port of 
Leith, a trajed of feven miles. Below this town, on the rocks, grows the ligujlicum 
Scoticuniy or Scotch parlley, the (hunis of the Hebrides, where It is often eaten raw as 
a. fallad, or boiled inllead of greens. This root is efteemed a good carminative ; and an 
infufion of the leaves in whey is ufsd there as a purge for calves. 

Oppofite to Kinghorn, nearly m the middle of the firth, lies Inch-keith, an ifland of 
about a mile in length. It is faid to derive its name from the galls^pt Keith, who fo 
greatly fignalized himfelf by his valour in 1010 in the battle of Barr^, in Angus,againft 
the Danes;, after which he received in reward the barony of Keith, in Lothian, and this 
little ifle. This feems to be the place that Bede calls Caer-Guidi, there being no other 

that will fuit the fituanon he gives it in the middle of the Forth J. His tranflator renders 

• 

• 'niiidlfgrace, 1 believe, u now under confidemtion of parliameirt, and will, I hope, be removed. 

f Hift ot *rife, p 34. • t riift. ted. lib. i. c 11. 
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Caer by the wovd city ; but it ihould be rendered a fort or pod, which will -give proba- 
bility to Bede*8 account. 

In 1549 the Englilh fleet, fent by Edward VI. to aififl the lords of the congregation' 
againd the queen dowager, landed and began to fortify this ifiand *, of the importance 
of which they grew fenlible after their negieft of fecuring the port of Leith, fo lately in 
their power. They left here five companies to cover the workmen, under the command • 
of Cotterel ; but their operations were foon interrupted by M. DeflTe, general of the 
French auxiliaries, w'ho took the place, after a gallant defence on the part of the 
Englilh. The Scots kept poiTeflion for foine years ; but at lad the fortifications were 
dedroyed by zSt of parliament, to prevent it from being of any ufe to the former f. The 
French gave it the name of Vt/le des chevaux^ from its property of foon fattening 
horfes. 

In 1 497, by order of council t, all venereal patients in the ndghbourhood of the 
capital were tranfported there, ne quid dtlrimenti refpublica caperet. It is remarkable 
that this diforder, which was thought to have made its appearance in Europe only four 
years before, Ihould make fo quick a progrefs. The horror of a difeafe, for which 
there was at that period no cure known, mud have occafloned this attention to dop 
the contagion ; for even' half a century after, one of the flrd monarchs in Europe, 
Francis I., fell a victim to it. 

About a mile from Kiifghom is the precipice fatal to Alexander III. who, in 1285, 
was killed by a fall from it, as he was riding in the dufk of the evening §. A mile 
beyond this is the town of Brunt-ifland ; the bed harbour on the coad, formed by a 
rocky ifle, eked out with piers, for there are none on this fide the country entirely 
natural.' This is dry ait low water. The church is fquare, with a fteeple rifing in the 
centre. The old cadle built by the Duties commanded both town and harbour. The 
place has a natural drength, which, with the conveniency of a port oppofitc to the 
capital, made it, during the troubles of 1560, a mod defirable pod. 'I'he French, 
allies of the Queen Regent, fortifled it drongly. In 1715 it was furprifed, and pof- 
felTed by the rebels, who here formed the bold defign over a body of troops to the op. 
pofite fliore ; which was in part executed under the conduft of Brigadier Macintolh, 
notwirhdanding all the efibns of our men of war. 

A little farther is Aberdour, another fmall town. The Earl of Morton has a pleafantj 
feat here. In old times it belonged to the Viponts j| ; in 1126 was transferred to the 
Mortimers by marriage, and afterwards to the Douglafes. William, Lord of Liddef- 
dale, furnamed the Flower of chivalry, in the reign of David II. by charter, conveyed 
it to James Douglas, anceftor of the prefent noble owner. T he monks of Inch-colm 
had a grant for a burial place here, from Allan de Mortimer, in the reign of Alex- 
ander 111 . The nuns,,urual]y flyled the poor Clares, had a convent at this place. 

I had the pleafure of feeing Aberddur, a mod feled colleflion of piflures, made 
by Captain Stuart, who, with great politenefs, obliged me with the fight of them. It 
is in vain to attempt the defeription of this elegant cabinet, as I may fay, one part or 
other ttfed to be always on the march. This gentlemap indulges his elegant and lau- 
dable palfion fo far as to form out qf them un cabinet portaif, which is his aniufemcnt 
on the foad, in quarters ; in fliort, the companions of all his motions. His houfe is 
very fmall ; to get at his library 1 afeended a ladder, which reminded me of the habita- 
tion of Mynhier Bifcop, at Rotterdam, the richeft repofltofy in Europe under the 
pooreft roof. 

■* Lefley, 479* f MailUnd, m. ipoS. 1 Vide Appendix. 

^ Aoaals Scotland, 183. y Sibbakl'a Fife, nz. , 
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Two or three miles to the weft lies Inch-colm, a fraall ifland at a little diftance from 
the fhore, celebrated for a monaftery founded about 1 1 23, by Alexander I. on this 
(ingiilar occafion. In palling the finh of Forth he was overtaken with a violent llorm, 
which drove him to this ifland, where he met with the moft hofpitable reception from 
a poor hermit, then reliding here in the chapel of St. Columb, who, for the three 
days that the King continued there t^mpeft-bound, entertained him with the milk of his 
cow, and a feW Aell-lifli. His Majefty, from the fenfe of the danger he had efcaped, 
and in gratitude to the faint, to whom he attributed his fafety, vowed fome token of 
refpeft, and accordingly founded here a monaftery of Auguftines, and dedicated it to 
St. Golumba *. Allan de Mortimer, Lord of Aberdour, who attended Edward III. in 
his Scotch expedition, bellowed half of thofe lands on the monks of this ifland, for the 
privilege of a family burial-place in their church. 

The buildings made in confequence of the piety of Alexander were very conftderablc. 
There are (till to be feen a large fquare tower belonging to the church, the ruins of 
the church, and of feveral other buildings. • The wealth of this place in the time of 
Edward III. proved fo ftrong a temptation to his fleet, then lying in the Forth, as to 
fupprefs ail the horror of facrilege, and refpeA to the &n£tity of the inhabitants. The 
En^lilh landed, and fpared not even the furniture more inimediately confecrated to 
divine woHhip. But due vengeance overtook them, for, in a ftorm which inftantly 
followed, many of them periflied ; thofe who efcaped, (truck with the juftice of the 
judgment, vowed to make ample /ecompence to thf injured faint. The tempeft ceafed, 
and they made the promifed atonement f. 

The Danilh monument, figured by Sir Robert Sibbald, lies on the fouth.eaft fide of 
the building, on a rifing ground. It is of a rigid form, and the fur&ce ornamented 
with fcale-like figures. At each end is the reprefentation of a human bead. 

Boethius gives this ifland the name of Emonia, from Y mona, or the ifle of Mona. 

After leaving this place, fee, on the left, Dunibriflel, the feat of the Earl of Murray. 
In 1592 this was the feene of the cruel murder of the bonny, or the handfome Earl, vvbofc 
charms were fuppofed to have engaged the heart of Anne of Denmark, and to have 
excited the jealoufy of her royal fpoufe. The former at lead was the popular notion 
of the time : 

He was a braw gallant 
And he play*d al the gluve : 

And the bonny Earl of Murry, 

Oh I he was the Q^ieencs love> 


Political reafons were given for his arreft ; but more than an arreft feems to have 
been intended, for the commiflion was entrufted to bis inveterate enemy Huntly, who,' 
with a number of armed men, fui'A'ounding the houfe in a dark night, fet it on fire, 
on Murray’s refufal to furrender ; he efcaped the flames, but was unfortunately dif- 
covered by a fpark that fell on his helmet, and was (lain, in telling Gordon of Buckie, 
who had wounded him in the face, “ Tou have fpilt a better face than your atvin'* 

Ride through Inverkeithing, a royal burgh ; and, during the tiiiie«of David I. a 
royal refidence. It was much favoured by William, who, in their «firft charter, ex- 
tended its liberties from the water of Dovan to that of Leven. The Mowbrays had 
large polTeflions here, forfeited in the reign of Robert I. The Francifeans had a con- 
vent in this town ; and, according to Sir Robert Sibbald, the Dominicans had another. 

Separated from the bay of Inverkeithing by a fmall headland, is that; of St. Margaret ; 
the place where that illultrious prtneefs, afterwards queen of Malcolm III, landed 


> * BocthiuSj^ib. xii. p. 263. 


I Ib. lib. XV. p. 3!9. 
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with her brother Edgar in 1068, after their flight from England, to avoid the confe- 
quences of the jealoufy of the Conqueror, on account of the title of the former to the 
crown. This palTage is alfo called the Queen's-ferry, being afterwards her famiiiar 
paflage to Dumferniline, her ufual rofidcncc. 

The village on this fide is called the North-ferry. At this place flood a chapel, 
ferved by the monks of Dumfermline, and endowed by Robert I. Near it are the * 
great granite quarries, which help to fupply our capital with paving ftones, and em- 
ploy a number of vell'els for the conveyance. The granite lies in perpendicular (lacks, 
and above is a reddith earth, filled with micaceous friable nodules. 

From Kinghom to this place the firth contra^s itfelf gradually ; but here, by the 
jutting out of the northern Ihore, almoft inftantly forms a flrait of two miles in 
breadth, and beyond as fuddenly opens in a large and long expanfe. About midway 
of this ftrait. lies Inchgarvie, with the ruins of a fort. This was a fine flation to review 
the fhores I had travelled, and to feaft the eye with the whole circumambient view.- 
The prolpeft on every part' is beautiful : *3 rich country, diverfified with the quickeft 
fucceffion of towns, villages, caftles, and feats; a vafl view up and down the firth 
from its- extremity, not remote from Stirling, to its mouth near May ifland, an extent 
of fixty miles. >.To particularifc the obje£fs of this rich feene muft be enumerated, the 
coafts of Lothian and of Fife, the ides of Garvie and Inch.colm, the town of Dum- 
ferline ; the fouth and north ferries, and Burrowftonefs, fmoaking at a diftance, from 
its numerous fslt-pans and fire-engipes : on the fouth fide are Hopetoun houfe. Dun- 
das caflle, and many other gentlemen’s feats, with Blacknefs caftle, once an important 
fortrefe ; on the north fide are Rofyth cable, once the feat of the Stuarts, formerly a 
royal hdufe and the feat of Queen Margaret ; Dunibriffcl, and, in the diftant view, the 
caUle and town of Burnt-illand ; Leith, with its roads often Hlled with Ihips, and a mag- 
nificent view of Edinburgh caftle on the fouth aflift to complete this various pifturc. 

As I am nearly arrived at the extremity, permit me to take a review of the penin- 
fula of Fife, a county fo populous, that, excepting the enviroiw of London, fcarce one 
in South-Britain can vie \\ith it ; fertile in foil, abundant in cattle, happy in collieries, 
in iron. Hone, lime, and free-ftone, bleft in manufafiures, the property remarkably 
well divided, none iufultingly powerful, to diftrefs and often to depopulate a country, 
mod of the fortujies of a ufeful mediocrity. The number of towns is perhaps un- 
paralleled in an equal traft of coaft, for the whole (hore from Crail to Culrofs, about 
forty Englilli miles, is one continued chain of towns and villages. With juftice, there- 
fore, does Johnlton celebrate the advantages of the country in thefe lines : 

Oppida 6c toto funt iparla in Httore, ut unum 
Uixeria; inqiie tino plurima jundla eadem. 

'Liuore quot curvo Furtbk voivnntur art-na; 

V^olquc uud!« refluo tunditur ora falo ; 

Pciie tot hie cernaa inftratunt puppibua lequor, 

Urbibua’et crebris prne tot ora hominum. 

Cunda operis intenta domus heda otb nefeit ; 

Sedula cur:i demi, fedula cura forts 


Quae maria ct quaa non tenas animOfa juventus 
.Ah I fragili'ddena aodet adire traj^. . 

Auxit opes virtus, virtuti dira pericla 
Junfta, etiam Incro damns fuere fuo. 



feccre viria animoa, cuhunique dedere 
agnanimis profiint damna.. pericla, labor. 


After having pafled by the Queen’s ferry, turn almofl due north. See, on the road 
fide, a greaq^-ftone, called Queen Margaret’s, for Aratliiion fays,‘^fte'repofed herfclf on 

5 it 



PaVKANT’s SECONJJ TOtJR XN seOTLAK®. 45;?^ 

« in her way to Dumfermline. In a little time have u fine view of that flourifliing 
town, and the ruins of its cathedral and palace full in front. 

Dumfermline lies at the diftance of four miles from the firth, is prettily fituated on 
a rifing ground, and the country round is beautifully divided by low and well-cultivated 
hills ; the grounds are inclofed, and planted with hedge-row trees. The town wants 
the advantage of a river, but has a fmall llrcam for economic ufes, which is conducted 
'through the Ilrcets in a flagged channel. At its diicharge it joins another rivulet, 
then arriving at a fall into a wooded dell of a hundred feet in depth, becomes again 
tifcful in turning five mills, placed one below the other, with room for as many more, 
'J hree of the mills are for corn, the fourth for flax, the fifth for beating iron. This 
dell wind's about the weftern fide of the town, is cloathed with trees, and in one part 
contributes a moft piflurefque feenery to the walks laid out by Mr. Chalraei s, whole 
feat is on the oppofice banks. 

This place is very populous. The number of inhabitants are between fix and feven 
thouland ; and fuch have been the iraprovemonts in inanufadures as to have increafed 
near double its ancient number w ithiu the laft twelve years. The manufadures are 
danialks, diapers, checks and ticking, to themnount of forty thoufand' pounds a year j 
thefe employ in town and neighbourhood about a thoufand looms. I was informed that 
the number might be doubled if it was not prevented by the low duty on foreign linens, 
which encourages a foreign importation. But probably fome other branch of Britilh 
trade might receive its injury in a greater degree, was that importation to be checked. 

That tlie iron bufinefs does not flourifli more in this place is a matter of furprife. 
Iron Hone abounds. Here arc collieries in all parts, even to the very entrance of the 
town ; and tlie coals of fuch variety, that in different parts arc found, befides the 
Scotch, thofe which have the qualities of the Newcaflle, and of the Kilkenny. I am 
informed that, on the Pittencrief ellate, are feven Teams of coals in the depth of thirty 
fathom, from the thicknefs of two to that of eight feet, all of which may be worked 
with a level without the afliftance of any machinery. The price of coal here is from 
twenty-pence to half-a-crown a ton. 

The moft remarkable modern building here is the Tolbooth, with a llendcr fquarc 
tower, very lofty, and topped with a conic roof. Mr. Chalmers has alfo made a work 
of vaft expence over the glen on the weft end of the town, in order to form a com- 
munication with his eftute, and to encourage buildings and improvements on that fide. 
To effeft which, he filled that part of the glen with earth, after making a drain for 
the water beneath, which runs through an arched channel three hundred feet long, 
ten high and twelve wide.. 

This place has been at times, from very diftant periods, the refidence of the Scotifh 
monarchs. Malcolm Canmor lived here, in a caftle on the top of an infulated hill, in 
the midft of the glen ; but only fome poor fragments remain. A palace was afterwards 
built on the fide next the town, which, falling to decay, was re-built by Anne of Den- 
mark, as appears by the following infeription : 

Propylatm et fuperJlruSas ades vetu/late et injurils temporum ctllapfas diruta/que ; tf 
fundamenth in hanc ampUorm formaniy rejlituit et inftauravit Anna Regain 1 rederici De» 
mrum Regh augii/ii/jimi Jilia i antl9 falutis 1600. 

The ruins are magnificent, and do credit to the reftorer. In this palace Ihe brought 
forth her unfortunate fon Charles I.‘ A gateway intervenes between the royal refi- 
dence and the magnificent abby, 

Begun by Malcolm Canmore, andfiniihedby Alexander I. It'’ was probably firft 
^intended for, the pious and more ufeful purpofe of a religious infimaary, being ftyled in 
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fome old manulcripts • Monajleritim ab monte injirmortm. David I. changed it into 
an abby» and brought into it thirteen monks from Canterbury, but at the diiTolution it 
fupported twenty.ftx f* Its endowments were very confidei^able. At the Reformation 
the revenue, in money alone, was two thoufand five hundred and thirteen pounds 
Scots. Some of the grants were fingular : that of David 1 . gives it the tythe of all 
the gold found in Fife and Fotherif, a proof of the precious metal being then dif- 
covered in ftreams flowing from the hills. Another, from the fame monarch, inverts 
it with part of the feals taken near Kinghorn ; and a third by Malcolm IV., gives them 
the heals ' except the tongues) of certain fmall whales, called crefpeis, which might be 
taken in fuch part of Scotchwatir (the firth of Forth) where the church rtood j and the 
oil extrafted from them was to be applied to its ufe. 

The remains of the abby are confiderable, and evince its former fplendour. The 
window of the room near the gateway, called Fratcr-hall, is very beautiful. The ab- 
bot’s houfe is adjacent. In 130J, Edward I. burnt down the whole abby, excepting 
the church and cells, pleading in excufe of his facrilege^ that it gave a retreat to his 
enemies. In plain words, becaufe the gallant nobility of the country fometimes held 
their alfemblies here to free themfelves from an Englilh yoke. 

Part of the church is at prefent in ufe. It is fupported by three rows of mafly 
pillars, fcarcely feventeen feet high, and thirteen and a half in circumference. Two 
are ribbed f]^lly, and two marked with zig-zag lines, like thofe of Durham, which 
they refemble. The arches are alfo Saxon, or round. As the church was built by 
Malcolm Canmor, at the inftance of Turgot, bifhop of St. Andrew’s (once prior of 
Durham) that might be the reafon it was conllruded in a fimilar rtyle From this 
time the celebrated Jona lort the honour of being the cemetery of the Scottilh monarchs. 
Malcolm and his queen, and fix other kings § lie here ; the two firrt apart, the others 
under as many flat ftones, each nine feet long. 

In the church is the tomb of Robert Pitcairn, abbot, or rather commendator of 
Dumfermline, fecretary of rtate in the beginning of the reign of James VI. in the re- 
gency of Lenox. He was of Morton’s faflion, and was fent to the court of Eliza- 
beth, to foiicit the delivery of Mary Stuart into the hands of the King’s party ||. He 
attendedrTanies in his confinement, after the Raid of Ruthven, and artfully endea- 
voured to- make friends with each fide ; but, failing, was imprifoned in Lochleven cartle, 
and died in 1 584. His epitaph'fets his virtues in a very high light : 

Hie &US eft herof modica Robertas in urna 
PitcarnuA) patriae fpe$ colum^nque Aiac: 

Quern virtuf, graviue gcncrofo pcAore digAa 
Ornabaht vera'et cum pictau fidts 

Puft varies viix fluclur jam mule reliAa 
Corporis, elyfium pergit in umbra ncinus. 

September i6. Leave Dumfermlihe. At a diftance is pointed out to me a tumulus, 
planted with trees, cal ed the penitent-mount^ from & vulgar notion, that it was formed 
by facks fulf of^fand, brouglit therefrom diftant places by the frail, by way of pjnance 
for their fins. At Clune (truck with the magnificence of the profpedt, extending 
weft to Benfomond, and eaft to Olii-Cambus ; a view of tlic whole Forth, and the 
caftles of Edinburgh and Stirling, two inoft capital objects. 

Keith, 246. t Keith’s Appendix. • t Boethius, lib. x 7 i. p. 26 j. 

A Edgar, Alexander 1 , D.\vtd i., Mohoioi iV., Alexander II , and Rdbert Bruce, 
j Mclvil’s Memoirf, aia. ' ^ 
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Befcend towards the fhore ; and near it, reach the Lime-kilns, belonging to the Earl 
of Elgin, the greateft perhaps in the univerfe ; placed amidft inexhauftible beds of Umc. 
ftones, and near immenfe feams of coal. The kilns are placed in a row ; their open- 
ings arc beneath a covered way, formed by arches and pillars in front, into a magnifi- 
cent colonade. They lie beneath the (Irata of lime-dome, which, when broken, is con- 
veyed into them by variety of rail roads ; and for /hipping the lime, eith,*r lmr.it or 
crude, is a convenient pier. A hundred and twrnty men are con'lantly eiuployed, and 
a little town built for them. Above twelve' thou/atid pounds has been expended on 
this ufeful projeft, which promifes to turn out as much to the emo'ument of the noble 
family, which lb generoufly engaged in it, as to the whole eaftern coalt of North Britain, 
which either wants this great fertilizer, or fuel to burn the done tht^y ufelelsly polT.'fs. 

By the following’ account it is pleafing to obferve the improving dreof agriculture, 
and of building, in thefe parts of the kingdom ; for the lad alfo occafious a coallder- 
able confumption : 

Sold, from Martinmas, 17 * 70 , to ditto, 1771. 

s . d* 

57515 bolls of lime (hells, or unilaked lime, - 2055 8 6f 

28511 chalders of lime, - - - - 9*4110 

37814 carts of iime-flone, - - - . 864 13 8| 

3874 14 o 

From Martinmas, 1771, to ditto, 1772, 

S» 

3380 1 4 i 

1250 3 III 


6532 1 bolls of lime-ihclls *, 
2271 chalders of lime, 
52000 carts of iitne-done, 


4630 1 1 4 


Oppofite to the Lime-kilns, on a rock proje£Hng into the Forth, is Blackncfs cadle, 
once a place of great importance in preferving a communication between Edinburgh and 
Sterling ; now a (belter to a few invalids. This fortre(s is a large pile, defended by 
towers, both fquare and round. Irvine t fays, that in his time it was a date prifon : he 
adds, that it was of old one of the Roman forts, and that it dood on the beginning of 
the wall. But Mr. Gordon feems, with more truth, to place its commencement at 
Ciairn, or CariJden, wed of this place. Blacknefs was once the port of Linlithgow, 
had a town near it, and a cudom-houfe ; both Which were lod by the new commerce of 
fait and coals that rofe at Burrowdonefs. 

After a ride of four miles enter a portion of Peithlhire, which jud touches on the 
Firth, at Culrofs; a fmall town, (remarkable for a magnificent houfe with thirteen 
windows in front, built about the 1590, by Edward Lord Kinlofs, fathcFto the Lord 
Bruce, (lain in the noted duel between him and Sir Edward Sackville. * 

Some poor remains of the Cidercian abbey are dill to be feen here, founded by Mal- 
colm, Karl of Fife, in 1217. The church was jointly dedicated to the virgin, and St. 
Serf, coufelTor. The revenue, at the diOblution, was feven hundred and fixty-eight 

• • 

* A Wl U four buiheli, of about feventecn Englifii galloni eicb. | Noiacnclatura, p. tj. 

3 N 2 pounds 



4^0 pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 

pounds Scots, bcfides the rents paid in kind. The number of monks, exclufive of the 
abbot, were nine. 

Continue biy ride, in fight of vaft plantations ; and, in a fliort fpace, enter the little- 
{hire of Clackmannan, which, with that of Kinrofs, alternately eleft a racniber, their- 
mutual reprefen tative. The finall town of Glackmann-an is ple-afantiy feated on a hill, 
along the feat of the chief of the Bruces, Hoping on cyery fide and on the fummit.is 
the caflfe, commanding a noble view. The large fquare tower is called after the name 
of Robert Bruce ; whofe great fword and cafque is ftill preferved here.. The hill is 
prettily wooded, and, witli the tower, forms a picturefquc objeft. On the weftern fide, 
crofs the Ijttle river Devan, and, after a mile’s ride, reach tlie town of .Alloa, remark- 
able for its coal trade. Scotland exports annually, above a hundred and eighteen thou- 
fand tons of coal, out of which, I was ihformeci, Alloa alone feiids forty thoufand. 
The town and paiilh is very populous, containing five thoufand fouls. I found here- 
the moA. polite reception from Mr. £r(kine, reprefenlative of the family of Mar, who 
lives in the cafile, now modernized, on pne fide of the town. The gardens planted in 
the old ftyle, are very extenfive. In the houfe are feme good portraits, particularly one 
of the celebrated Lucy, Countefs of Bedford *, a full length, in black, with a ruff, and 
a coronet on her head. She fits with a penfive countenance, her face reclined on one 
hand, and is, without beauty, an elegant figure. She w'as filter to John Lord Harring- 
ton, and wife to Edward Earl of Bedford, and became, on the death of her brother, 
pofTeiTed of great part of his large fortune. She affefted the patronage of wits and 
poets ; and probably pofTeffed part of the qualities they attributed to her, or the philo- 
ibphic Sir William Temple t would never have condefeended to celebrate her fine- 
tafte in gardening. She might purchafe every perfection from the fiarmerj for 
Donne informs us. 

She rained upon him her fweet (howers of gold :(:t * 

on Ben Johnfon, haunches of venifon § ; and they, in gratitude, befiowed' on her as 
many beauties and 'ds many virtues as ought to have put vanity herfclf out of counte- 
nance. She makes the rough Donne declare,. 

Leaving that bufie praiTe and all appeale, 

• To higher courts, Icnfes decree is tiuc 

The mine, the magazine, the commonwcalc. 

The ftorv of beauty, in Twickham is, and you. 

Who hath fecn one, would bnth»as who had bin 
In ParadiTe, would feck the Cherubin ||» 

In a word, her Ideas became too fiiblime for domefiic affairs j fhe fpent her own and 
part of her hufband’s great fortunes, and having eflablilhed her character for tafte, de- 
parted this life in the year 163II. 

Catherine, daughter and heirefs of Francis Earl of Rutland, wife of George Villars, 
Duke of Buckingham, by Vandyck. She is painted fitting with her children, and 
the head of the duke in an oval above her. .She sffterwards married the Earl of An- 
trim. ** She was a lady”, fays the noble hifiorian, “ of great wit and fpirit > who, by 
her influence over Charlef I., fokced him, under pretence of his majefty’s fervice, to 
gratify her vanity, by creating her hulband a marquis 

A remarkable half length of Mary Stuart, on copper, in a gauze cloak, crown on 
her head, and pafllon flower in her hand ; fickly and pale. . 

• Painted hy Cornelnis Janfen, in t 6 io, in tlie year of her age. f Gardens of F.picurtn. 

J A* quoted by Mr, Granger. § Epigram fiyih. U Poems, p, 8a. f Hift. of Rebellion, ii 474. 
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A head" of Anno of Rcnniark. A'pnncefs of fo fpotlofs a life, that mallcs could not 
find a bUmi(h in her ; therefore well might Wilfon ♦ fay, on her monument a charac- 
ter of virtue may be etigraven. When heaven claims her, a living queen cannot efcape 
the fame epitaph. 

September 17. The Ochil hills begin beyond Alloa to apprqach very near to the 
Forth, between which is a narrow arable traft, well cultivated and adorned' with woods. 
In thefe hills was found, in the beginning of this century, a large body of native filver*, 
beautifully ramified ; and of late years, fome cobalt ore. The view of Stirling, and the 
windings of the Forth, now a river, are extremely elegant. Am now again in a por- 
tion of Perthfhire. Turn half, a mile out of the road, to vifit the ancient abby of 

Cambus-Kenneth, or rather its remaiiis,'uothing being left by the rude hand of re- 
formation, excepting a vaft fquare tower, and an arched door- way, between vvhich is a 
fine view of Stirling, on its floping rock. This houfe was founded by David I. in 1 147, 
for canons-regukir of St. Augulline, brought'from Aroife near Arras ; but the fuperiovs 
were often called abbots of Stirling. Keith ^ys, that it now belongs to Cowan’s hof- 
'pital, in that town. James III. and his queen wer^buried in this place. , 

After a fhort ride, reach the bridge of Sterling ; a little higher up the river, Hood 
the wooden bridge, celebrated for the defeat of the Englilh in 1 297, by Wallace. 'i Jie 
Englifh were commanded by. Lari Warren ; who, againft his judgment, at the infllga” 
tion of Hugh de Creflingham, treafurer of Scotland, and a clergyman, croffed the 
bridge, and was defeated with horrible (laughter, before the army could be formed on 
the oppofite fide. CrelTmgham was (lain.. So ^tefted was he by the Scots, that they 
flayed his body, and cut his (kin into a thoufand pieces, by way of infult on his pride 
and avarice. The Englifh, on their retreat, burnt the bridge, abandoned their bagiTatre. 
and fled to Berwick 1 '. 

Enter Sterling, a town, fays Boethius,, which gave name to (lerling money, becaufe 
Oflbert, a Saxon prince, after the overthrow of the Scots, eftablilhed here a mint t. It 
was alfo anciently called Striveling;. as is (aid,, from the frequency of llrifesor conllifts 
in the neighbourhood ; and from this old name the prefent lecms to have been formed. 

'I’he town contains about four thoufand inhabitants-; has a manufaclure of tartanes 
and (lialloons, and employs about thirty looms in that of carpets. The great (Ireet i.s 
very broad ; in it is the tolbooih, where is kepp the (landard (or the wet meafures of 
Scotland. The other ftreets narrow and irregular;, the well fide had been defended 
by a wall. 

I cannot trace the foundation of the caflle ; if w« may credit Boethius, it was a place 
of flrength in the middle.of the ninth century. 'J he Romans hall a camp and a mili. 
tary way on the weft fide it might be their Alauna, but clouds and darknefs reft on 
this part of our hlftory. 

Sterling is a miniature refemblancc of Edinburgh, built on a rock of the feme form 
with that on. which the capital of North-Brilain is placed, with a (long fortrefs on the 
fummit. 

The caftle is of great ftrength* impending over a deep precipice. Within fide (lands 
the>dlacc, built by James V. a prince. that had a ftrong turn to the arts* as appears by 
his buildmgs here -and at Falkland. This pile is targe, of a fquare form, ornamented 
on three fidcs with pillars, rolling on grotefqpe figures, jutting from the wall. On the 
top of each pillar,.a fanciful (latuc. 


* Life of James I. 1*5. Annals of Scotland, jyj, 

% Lib. X. p. 204. Sterling money is dcitvcd Iruiu the merchants of the. 
^illako:. 0 * 
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Two rooms, called the Queen’s and the nurfery, are large ; the roofs of wood, di- 
vided into fquares and other forms, well carved. , 

A clofet _i8 (hewn, noted for the murder o( William Earl of Douglas, in 1452, tre- 
panned here by a fafe conduct from James 11 . 'I his nobleman, too potent for legal 
execution, had enteret^ into alTcciations injurious to his prince ; who commanded him to 
reffind the offenfive alliance ; and, on refufd, (tabbed the earl with his own hand, la 
revenge, the friends of Dduglas inflantly burnt the town. 

The parliamcnt-houfe is a vail room, a hundred and twenty feet long, with a timbered 
roof. This town, during the reigns of Mary and James VI , was much frequented by 
the court and the nobility. In September, 1 571-, a bloody attempt was made here by 
the queen’s party, on the Regent Lenox; who was furprized at midnight, lurrounded 
by his friends, and in full fecurity. Except the Earl of Morton, none of the numerous 
nobility made the lead refiftance, but furrendered themfelves quietly to the rtnemy. 
Morton' defended his houfe till it was all in flames. This gave the townfmen time to 
rccollefl their courage ; they in turn atiacjced the alfailants, who, ftruck with a panick, 
•gave themfelves up to their own prifoners. But the unfortunate Lenox fell a vi.£lim to 
the manes of the archbilhop of St. Andrew’s. Sir David Spence, to whom he had 
furrendered, periflied in the attempt to fave him, being fhot by the bullet that flew his 
noble captive. 

From the top of the caflle is by far the hned view in Scotland : to the ead is a vad 
plain, rich in com, adorned with woods, and watered with the river Forth, whofe mean- 
ders are, before it reaches the fea, fo frequent and fo large, as to form a multitude of 
mod beautiful peninfulas; for in many parts the windings approximate fo clofe as to 
leave only a little idhmus of a few yards. In this plain is an old . abbey, a view of Alloa 
Clackmannan^ Falkirk, the drth of Forth, and the couutry as far as Edinburgh ; on 
the north, lie the Ochil hills, and the moor where the battle of Dumblain was fought ; 
to the wed, the drath of Menteith, as -fertile as the eadern plain, and terminated by 
the Highland mountains ; among which the fummit of J^n-lomond is very con- 
fpicuous. 

Among the houfes of the nobility, the mod fuperb was that of the Earl of Mar, be- 
gun by the regent, but never dnifhed ; the front is ornamented with the arms of the 
family, and much fculpture. It is faid to have been built from the ruins of Cainbus- 
kenneth, and that being reproached with the facrilege, direded thefe words, yet extant, 
to be put over the gate : 

• KfTpy. fpci'k. Ftirtli. I. caiV notht. 

Confidir. wtil 1. cair. notht. 

Near the cadle are Edmondon’s walls, .cut through a little wood, on the vad deeps. 
Nature hath drangely butlrefled it up with dones of iminenfe fize, wedged between 
each other with more of the fame kind piled on their tops. Beneath, on the flat, are to 
be fecn the vediges of the gardens belonging to the palace, called the king’s knot ; 
where, according to the tade of the times, the flowers had been difpofed in beds and 
curious knots, at this time very eafily to be traced in the fantaiUc form of the utrf. 

Above thefe walks is the Ladies-hiil ; for beve fat the fair to lee their faithful knights 
exert their vigour and addrefs in the tilts and tournaments, performed in a hollow be- 
tween this fpot and the cadle. 

The church or royal chapel was collegiate, founded by pope Alexander VI. at the re- 
qued of James IV. *tfor a dean, fubdean, facri dan,. chanter, treafurer, chancellor, arch- 

• Keith, J8i. 
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dean, fixteen chaplains, and fix finging.boys, which, with the chaplains and a mufic* 
mafler, were appointed by the kin;;. The queen’s confefibr was the dean, who had 
epifcopal jurifdiction. The whole moft richly endowed. 

The Carmelites had a houfe here, founded by James IV. in 1494. Remorfe for his 
father’s death feems to have iiiftijjated him to attempt thefe pious atonements. To 
this place he w'as wont to retire from ail wordly affairs, and to perform the duties of 
religion with all the aullerities of the devoted inhabitants. 

Beneath the walls was another, of Dominicans, cftablilhed in 1233, by Alexander II. 
In this church was interred, an impoftor, who, at the inftigation of the Countefs^rf Ox- 
ford, affumed the charaficr of Richard II. After his retreat, he found here an honour- 
able fupport to the day of his death *. 

The hofpital for decayed merchants, founded by John Cowan, a merchant of this 
town, is very richly endowed. Here is another, founded by Robert Spittal, taylor to 
James IV. for the relief not only of merchants but decayed tradefmen. 

'J’his place has experienced its fieges, and»other calamities of war. In > 175 it was 
delivered, by William to the Englifli, (with fcveral other places) as a fecurity for his 
acknowledgement, that he held the crown of Scotland from the kings of England. 
An inglorious cefiion, extorted by his unfortunate captivity. But Richard I. the fuc- 
ceeding monarch, reftored them f* 

During the wars between the Englifli and Bruccan Scots, it often changed mailers. 
In 1 299 it was in poffefiion of Edward I. whofe affairs in Scotland were at that time fo 
bad, that he was obliged to fend his governor an order to furrender. But the year 
following, he retook it, after a moft gallant defence by William Oliphant, who gave it 
up on terms ill obferved by the conqueror. 

In 1 303, it was again taken by the Scots, under Lord John Sowles : OHphant re» 
fumed the command, and in the next year fiiftaincd a fecond fiege. It was battered 
moft furioufly by the artillery of the age, which call ftones of two hundred weight 
againft the walls, and made vaft breaches. At length, when the garrifon was reduced 
to a very few, the brave governor fubmitted and was received into mercy. 

In the reign of Edward II. it was befieged by Sir Edward Bruce. The governor. 
Sir Philip Mowbray, made a valiant defence ; but, in confequence of the battle of Ban- 
Roebourne, was reduced to yield to the vi&orious army.. During the wars of Edward 
III. it was reciprocally taken and re taken ; the laft time in 1341-. The other great 
events of this place have flipped my memory. I muft make a long ftride to its meinor- 
able fiege in the winter of 1746, when the gallant old officer. General Blakeney, baf- 
fled all the cflbrts of the rebels to reduce this important place. 

In the evemng, pafs through the ftnall town of St. Ninian, and, the villltge of Ban- 
nocbuurnc. 

Afccnd a hill, and pafs by the reliques of Torwood, noted for having.- given Ihelter- 
to Wallace, after the fatal battle of Falkirk. Some remains of an oak, beneath which 
the hero is laid to have repofed,4s ftili pointed out with great veneration- Over this- 
place paffes the Roman military road, which I traced before to the north of Dupplin.- 
At fome cUftance from this, leave, in a valley on the left,, the two mounts, called Duni- 
pace, placed on the north bank of the Carron, Car-avon, br the winding river. * Night 
clofed on me before I reached this place, fo I muft fpeak by quotation from an inge- ' 
nious effay on the antiquities of Sterlingfhire, publiihed in the Edinburgh magazine. 
'J he one, fays the author, is perfoS^ round and above fifty feet high. 'I he other, 
wltich he feems unwilling to admit to be the work of art, is of an irregular form, and 
’• Keiih, i7i, * f Major^ lib. iv. c. 5. p. 135, 136. 
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compofcd of gravel. Mr Gordon conjeftures them to have been exploratory motints ; 
the writer of the cOay, that they were I'epulchral. The Jail feems belt founded, tor, if" 
I recollcft, the lops of exploratory hills are truncated or flat. 

To the north-call of thefe, on the fame fide of the river, at the dillance of a few miles, 
flood the celebrated antiquity called Arthur’s oven, which Mr. Gordon fuppofis to have- 
been a facellum, or little chapel, a repolitory for the Roman inlignia or llandards. 

'J'his building was •..ircular, upright on the Tides, and rounded towards the top, in 
wliich was an opening eleven feet fix in«iies in diameter. Beneath thi^ was on one fide 
a Tqimre aperture, liite a window ; under that a door, whofe top formed a Roman arch. 
'J he height to the round opening at the top was twenty-two feet ; the inner diameter 
of the building at tlie bottom, nineteen feet fix inches ; round the infide, Boethius in- 
forms us, were (tone feats ; and on the fouth fide an altar. He alfo acquaints ps that the 
floor was teflelluted, as appeared by the fragments that might be picked up in his time*, 
lie adds, that there were on fomc of the Itoncs the fculpture of eagles, nearly defaced 
by age ; and that there had been an infeription on' a polilhed Hone, fignifying that the 
■building was crctled by Vclpafian, in honour of the emperor Claudius, and the goddels 
■'Vifiory. I'his ho fpeaks by tradition ; for our Edward, conqueror of Scotland, is 
charged with carrying it away with him. All the old hillorians that take notice of this 
edifice agree that it was the work of the Romans, from the Britilh Nennius to the 
•Scotch Buchanan., How far that may he allowed will be a future confideration : at 
prefent I fhall only, in oppofition to Mr. Maitland, aflert what it vvas not, a maufoleuia 
i-efembling the ft pulchrp of Metella f, which is a round tower, totally open at top. A 
more apt compariTon might be found in the Calidarium of the baths of DioclcTian J, 
whofe vaulted roof, rounded, and with a central aperture, agrees w'ith that of the de • 
plored Scottifh antiquity. 

Leave at a fmall diftance on the left Camelon, the' fiteof a Roman town, whofe ftreets 
and walls might be traced in the inidft of the ruins in the time of Buchanan § ; but, as 
I was informed, not a relique is to be feen at prefent worthy of a vifit. The fea once 
flowed up to this town, if the report be true, that fragments of anchors have been found 
near it ; and beds ofoyfter-fhclls in various places, at this time remote from the Forth, 
which is kept embanked from overflowing the flat trafl in many parts between this 
place and.Borrowflonefs. Buchanan fuppofes this town to have been the Caer guidi of 
the venerable Bede jj ; but as that writer exprefsly fays, that it lay in the middle of the 
'Forth, it was probably a fortrefs on Inch-Keitb, as his Alcluith is another on the firth 
of Clyd& 

Lie at Falkirk, a large ill-Built town, fupported by the 'great fairs for black cattle 
from the Highlands, it being computed that 24,000 head are annually fold here. 

Carron wharf lies upon the river, which falls a few miles below into the Forth, and 
is not only ufeful to the great iron works ereffed near it, biit of great fervice even to 
Glafgow, confiderablc quantities of goods deftined for that city being landed here. The 
canal, which is to form a communication between tiiis firth and that of Clyde, begins 
on the foutlf fide of the mouth of the Carron. Its courfe will be above thirty miles, 
allified by thiriiy-nine locks. Its •wefiern termination is to be at Dalmuir-buim-foot, 
eight ‘miles below Glafgow but, for the conveniency of that city, it is propufed to form 
another branch from Uie great trunk, at a place called the Stocking-bleagbfield, be< 
tween two and three miles diftant firom the city. 

Z* iii. p. ^4. Antichita dS Roma dell’ abate Venuti, tom. ii. p. 9. tab. 67. 

J Idem, 40m. i. p 93. tab. 32. f Lib. i.c. at, iv. c. 36. , || Hill. Ecclef. lib. i. c. 1 2. 
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Sept. J 8. Near Callendar houfc at a fmall dlilance call from Falkirk, are fome large 
remains of Antoninus* wall, or, as it is called here, Graham’s dike, from the notion that 
0 e Graham, or Grimus*, firft made a breach in it, foon after the retreat of the Romans 
out of Britain. This vaft work was effefted by Lollius IJrbicus, governor of Britain, 
during the reign of Antoninus Pius, as appears by infcrlptions found on ftones difeo- 
vered among the ruins of the chain of forts that defended it. Moil of them are in ho. 
nour of the emperor ; one only mentions the lieutenant f. The wall itfclf was of turf, 
which in this place was forty feet broad, and the ditch thirteen feet deep. Lollius, after, 
defeating the Britons, and recovering the country, which was, as Tacitus | expre^es it, 
“ loft as foon as won,” reftored to the empire the boundary loft by Agricola, ahd re- 
moved the barbarians to a greater diftancc§. It is probable that Lollius might either 
place his forts on the fame fite with thofe b'uilt by Agricola, or make ufe of the fame 
in cafe they were not deftroyed ; but the firft is moft probable, as fifty-five years had • 
elapfed from the time that Agricola left the iflandj to the re>conqueft of thefe parts by 
the legate of Antonine. This wall begins neaf Kirk-Patridk, on the firth of Clyde, and 
ends at Cacridden, two miles weft of Abercom, on the firth of Forth, being, according 
to Mr. Gordon, in length thirty-fix miles, right hundred and eighty-feven paces, and 
defended, 1 think, by twelve if not thirteen forts. It is probable that the Romans did 
not keep poifeffion even of this wail for any length of time ; for there are no. inferip- 
tions but in honour of that fingle emperor. 

Continue our journey over a naked and barren country. Leave on the right the 
nunnery of Manwel, founded by Malcolm IV. in 1156. The reclufes were of the Cif> 
tercian order. Crofs the water of Avon, and enter the {hire of Linlithgow, and foon 
after have a beautiful view of the.town^the caftle, and the lake. This is fuppofed to be 
the Lindum of Ptolemy, and to take its name from its fituaiion on a lake, or lin, or llyn, 
which the word lin or Ilyn fignifies. 

The rovm contains between three and four thoufand fouls, and carries on a confi- 
dcrable trade in drefilng of white leather, which is fent abroad to be manufaQured. It 
alfo employs many hands in drefiing of flax, and in wool-combing i for the laft, the 
wool is brought from the borders. Its port was formerly Blackneis, but fince the de. 
dine of that place, Burrowftonefs, about two miles diftant from Linlithgow. 

The caftle was founded by Edward I. who refided in it for a whole winter ; but in 
X307 wc find that it was taken and demoliihed by one Binny, a Scotfman. In the 
reign of Edward III. the Englilh poftefled it again ; for there is extant an order for the 
cuftody of the hofpital to John Swanlund ||. 

1 cannot difeover by whom it was re-built. It is at prefent a magnificent edifice, of 
a fquare form, finely feated above the lake. James V. and VI. ornamented it greatly. 
The infide is much embelUihcd with fculpture : over an inner gate are niches, in former 
times holding the ftatues of a pope and a cardinal ; ereded, as tradition fays, by James V. 
ill compliment to his holineis for a prefent of a confecrated fword and helmet On. 
an outward gate, detached from the building, are the four orders of knighthood, which 
his Majefty bore, the garter, thiftlh, holy-ghuft, and golden-fleece. . ^ 

Within the palace is a handfome fquare : one fide is more modem than the others, 
having been built by Janies VI., and kept in goodVepair till 1746, when it was.acci>, 

• 

* BotthiiM 

. t Horiley, Scotland, tab. vtii. See alfo my firft rolame, wbere fome of the inferiptiona are mentioBed. 

^ Hift. lib i. c. a. - t Caiitoliau*. B Calendar of Cbartera, by Sir Jof. Ayloffe, 162. 

f LeflahHift. Scot. 353. * • 
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dentally burnt by the King’s forces. The pediments over the windows are neatly carved^ 
and dated 1619. 

The other tides are more ancient : in one is a room ninety*five feet long, thirty feet 
fix inches wideband thirty«three high. Ac one end is a gallery, with three arches, per«i 
haps for mufic. Narrow galleries rim quite round the old part, to preferve commu* 
nications with the rooms ; in one of which the unfortunate Mary Stuart firlt faw light. 
Her father, James V., then dying, foretold the miferies that impended over her and the 
kingdom. ** It came,” faid he, ** with a lafs, and will be loft with one.** 

The chapel was built by James V., and takes up one fide of the fquare. The kitchen 
for the ufe of the kings and queens is below ground. I heard here a letter from 
James VI. to borrow fome filver fp6ons for a feaft } and of another to borrow from the 
Earl of Mar a pair of filk ftockings, to appear in before the Englilh ambaifador.. 
Though 1 cannot authenticate thefe relations of the timplictty of the times } yet I have 
a curious letter from the fame monarch, to borrow a thoufand marks, in the year 1 589^ 
being that of his wedding, telling the lepder (John Boifwell, of Balmato^, ** Ye will 
rather hurt your felf vdry far, than fee the difhounour of your prince and native coun>~ 
try with the povertie of baith fct downe before the face of ftrangers.** 

The church would be a handfome building, if not difgraced with a moft ruinous 
ftoor. 1 was fhewn the place remarkable for the perfonated apparition that appeared 
to James IV., while he was meditating the fatal expedition into England ; and which, 
as honeft Lindfay relates, as foon as it had delivered its meftl^e, ** vaniflied like a. 
blink of the fun, or a whip of a whirlwind.** The tale is told with wonderful fimpli> 
city, and would be fpoUed in the abridgmmt : ** The King (fays the hiftorian *) 
came to Lithgow, where he happened to be at the time for the council very fad and 
dolorous, making his devotion to God, to fend*him good chance and fortune in his 
voyage. In this mean time there came a man clad in a blue gawn in at the kirk>door, 
and belted about him in a roll of linen>cIoth ; a pair of botrildns on his feet, to the great 

his legs, with all other hofe and ckde conform thereto ; but he had.no thing on his - 
head, but fyde red yellow hair behind, and on his haffits, which wan down to his fhouf- 
ders ; but his foreherd was bald and bare. He feemed to be.a msm of two and fifty 
years, mth a. great pyke*{laff in his hand, and came firft forward among the lords, cry« 
ing and fpriring for the King, faying, he defired to fpeak with him. While at the laft 
he came where the King was fitting in the defk at his prayers ; but when he faw the 
King, he made him little reverence or fiilutation, but leaned down groflings on the defk 
before him, and faid to him in this manner, as after follows: * Sir King, my mother 
hath fent me to you, defiring you not to pafs at this time whqre thou art purpofed ; for 
if thou does, thou wilt not fare well in thy joum^, nor none that pafleth with thee. 
Further^ (he bade thee mell with no woman, nor ufe thrir counfel, nor let them touch 
thy body, nor thou thdrs ; for if thou do it, thou wilt be confounded and brought to 
.ikame.* ** 

In one of the ftreetsis fliewn the nllery from whence Hamilton, '.of Bbthq^haugb,. 
in 1570, with a bhunelefe revenge mot the regent Murray. Hampton had mbraced> 
the party of bis/oyal miftrefe, Mary Stuart. The regent beftowed part of his eftate 
op MIC of bis fevourites, who, in a winter’s nkht, feized on biahoiife, and turned his. 
wife naked into the open ^Ids f, where before morning fiie became ftirioufly mad. 
Love and party rage co-operated fo ftrongly, that* he never refted till he executed 
bis purpofe. He followed die regent from p^ to place, dll the opportunity of a flow' 

* P. 111. t Robertfon, >• 511.' 
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tfiarch through a crowded ftreet rendered his intent fuccefsful. He fled to France, and 
being there folicited to deftroy theadmiral Coligni, he replied, with a generous refentJ 
ment, “ That notwithftanding his injured affedlion compelled him to commit one mur- 
der, nothing fhould induce him to proflitute his fword in bafe alTafllnation.'* 

Proceed along Strathbrock, watered by the Almond. To the right arc Bathgate 
hills, once noted for mines of lead*ore, fo rich as to be deemed filver mines. Dine at 
Kirkliflon bridge ; near this place in 1 29R Edward I. encamped, juft before the battle 
of Falkirk. He had beftowed among his foldiers a donative of wine, a fudden and na- 
tional quarrel arofe between his Englilh and Wellh troops ; the laft wrecked their re- 
venge on the clergy, and flew eighteen Englifli ecclefiaftics. The Englifli horfc made 
great flaughtef among my countrymen, who in difguft feparated themfelves from the 
army*. Edward had not fewer than fifteen thoufand Welihmen, which he drew from 
his new conquefts with the defign of oppofing them to the Highlanders About a 
mile farther, after crofting the Almond, entei* the fhire of Edinburgh. 

This river runs into the Forth, about four miles from this place. On the caftern 
bank of its influx is the village of Cramond, once a Roman ftation and port. Many 
medals, inferiptions, and other antiquities |, have been difeovered here. Mr. Gordon 
fays there is one, and Mr. Maitland that there are three Roman roads leading to it ; 
but my time would not permit me to vifit the place. 

On the right hand, at a fmall diftance from our road, are fome rude ftones. On one, 
called the Catftean, a compound of Celtic and Saxon, fignifying the ftone of battle, is 
this infeription : ** In hoc tumulo Jacet veta F, vidi,” fuppofed in memory of a perfon 
flain here. 


Vifit, on the road fide, Corftorphine, a collegiate church, in which are two monu- 
ments of the Forefters, ancient owners of the place, each recumbent. One ^referves 
the memory of Sir John Forefter, who made the church collegiate in 1449, and fixed 
here a proyoft, five prebendaries, and two finging-boys. Here is alfo an infeription to 
the fir ft provoft, Nicholas Bannochtyne, dated 1470, concluding with a requeft to the 
reader to “ pray for the pope and him.” Crofs the water of Leith, at Coltft>ridge,>and 
foon arrive at Edinburgh. 

I (hall here take notice of thofe remarkable places which efcaped my notice in my 
former tour, or at leaft merited a little further mention than I at that time paid them, i 
lhall begin with the caftle that crowns the precipitous fummit of this Angular dty. 

That fortrefe is of jnreat antiquity. The ancient Britifli name was Caftell Mynydd 
A gjned. Our Imig-loft Arthur, if Nennius § . is to be credited, obtained one of his vic- 
tories in its neighbourhood. His name is dill retained in the great rock impending 
over the city, litera lly tranflated from the Britifli, Cader, the feat of Arthur. Maitlam^ 
who gives the moft probable account of the derivation of the name, attributes it to 
Edwin, King of Northumberland, who, from the conquefts of his predeceflbrs, was in 
poffelfion of all the traft from the Humber to the firth of Forth. Accordingly we find, 
in very old writers, that the place yras called Edwiniburch, and Edwiniburg (|. It con- 
tinued in the hands of the Saxons, or Enf^fli, from the invafion'of 0 £la and Ebufa, in 
the year 45a, till the defeat of Egftid, King of Northumberland, in 6S5, by the Pifts, 
who thm re-poifeired themfelves of it. The Saxon Kings of Northumberland rd-con- 
quered it hi the ninth century, and thrir fucceflbrs retained it till it w^s given up to 
Indulfus, King of Scotland, about the year 956. All the names in this tra£t are of Saxon 
origin, and the language now fpoken is full of old Englifli words and phrafes. 

• Annals Scotland, ayy. + Carte, il 164. t Gordon’s It!n. 1 16, * 17. Hetfclr, p. 104- 

J C. 63, II Vide Maitland Hift, Edinburgh, 6. 
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The caftte is of great ftrength ; and, as it was for a long time fuppofed to be itnpreg.. 
nabte, was called the Maiden- cad le. Edward I., in i a. 6, made hinifelf mailer of it in 
a few days; but in the reign of his fucceifor it was, in 1313, furpri-aed and taken by 
Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray. It fell again into the hands of the Engliih, who, 
in 1341, loft it by a ftratagem contrived by Sir William Douglas. lie entered the har- 
bour of Leith, with a veftel loaden with provilions, and manned with about two hundred 
Highlanders. He difguifed twelve in the drefs of peafants, and placed the reft in am* 
buih amidft the ruins of an abbey. He led the iirft up to the caftle, accompanying 
twelve horfes laden with oats and fuel: he offered thefe to fale to the pbrter, who 
toiling him that the garrifon ftood in great want of them, let Sir William into the gate* 
way. They flew the porter, blockaded the gate, by killing their horfes in the raidft of 
it, and aftembling their other party by found of horn, made themfelves mafters of the 
place. 

The hero Kirkaldie diftinguilhed the year 1 573 by a gallant defence of tl.is caftle, 
which he kept, in hopesof mending the fortunes of his unhappy miftrefs,then imprilbnod 
in England. For t/iree and thirty days he reflfted all the efforts of the Scots and the 
Engliih, excited by courage and emulation. At length,' when the walls were battered 
down, the wells deftroyed, and the whole rendered a heap of rubbiftv, he relolved to 
perifh glorioufly in the laft intrenchment ; but the garrifon, which wanted his lieroifm, 
or had not the fame reafon for defpair, mutinied, and forced him to fiirrender *. 

In 1 650 it fuftained a fiege of above two months againft the parliament army, com-, 
manded by Cromwell, and furrendered at length on very honourable terms f. 

At the Revolution, it was held for fome time by the Duke of Gordon for the abdi- 
cating prince. When his grace furrendered his charge, he made terms for every one 
under his command ; but, with uncommon fpirit and generofity, fubmitted liis own 
life and interefts to the mercy of the conqueror After the city was pofleffed by the 
rebels in ly+c, it underwent a lliort and impotent liege. 'Ihe royalifls, under the 
Generals Guell and Prefton, kept quiet pofleflion of it, after a few weak and unavailing 
hoftilities. 

Beneath the floor of one of the paflages were interred the remains of William Earl 
of Douglas, and his brother. Thefe noble youths (too powerful for- fubjeds) were 
inveigled here, on the faith of the royal word, and while they were fitting at table with 
their prince were feized and hurried to the block. Hiftory mentions an uncommon 
circumftance. A bull’s head was ferved up, a (ignal in thofe days of approaching death. 
The Douglafes grew pale at the fight, accepting the omen 

In a fmail room in this fortrefs Mary Stuart brought in(o the world James VI., an 
event of which fome uncouth rhymes on the wall inform the ftranger. 

The regalia of Scotland are faid to be preferved here, and a room in which they are 
kept is pointed out, but made up and inacceffible. According to Maitland, they were 
acknowledged to have been here in 1707, as appears by a formaPioftrument preferved 
by that hiftorian. 

Ihe great cannon called Mons-meg, made of iron bars, bound together with iron 
hoops, was a ciiriofity preferved in this fortrefs, till it was (ranfported fome 3rear8 ago 
to London. It is faid to have been brought here from Roxburgh, and that one of the 
lame kind proved fatal to James II., by borfting near the royal perfon» 

* Robertfon, il 4.8. -f Whiteloek, 48;. | Hift. Gerdont, ii. 6c& 

** $ Hift of ih< Dougl«f«!i, I ^4. 


The 



P2MN4MT*S SECOND TOOR IN SCOTLAND. 

The city is of far later date than thecallle. Walfingham, who wrote about the year 
1440, fpeaks of it as a mean place, and the houfea covered only with thatch : yetFioif- 
fart, who lived prior to the former, fays, it was “ la principal fiege du royaume, et aufli 
par ufage le Roy d'Ecoce f’y tenoiti (car il yabon cbaftel, & bonne grofll* viile,ctbeau 
heure •.)” But it feem&not to have been in any very fiouriOiing condition till the reign 
of James L, in whofe laft year ( 436) a parliament was firit held here. After thofe 
meetings were continued, its profperity increaf«*d, and the importance of Penh, before 
confiderable, began to Uflen. I'ill that period, the princes and parliaments of Scotland 
thought the firth of Forth a proper fecurity againft the inroads of iheEnglifb, who often- 
carried their depredations as far as this city, and often facked it, 

I fliould mention titat, befides the caftle, it was alfo guarded by walls and gates. The 
firfl began near the fouthern bafe of the callle, and, proteding the town on the fouth 
and call, terminated near the North loch, then filled with water, and a fufilcicnt fecurity 
on that fide. 

-The gates are numerous, byt nope that are now ftanding are in any degree remark- 
able. The Netherbow-port, which flood at the head of the Cannong?to ftreet, was- 
built in the reign of James VI., but is now demulifhed. A figure of it is preferved in 
Maiil.md’b Hiltory of Edinburgh ; and a dill finer, but fcarce, etching of it is fumetitues 
Diet with, the work of Mr. Alexander Runciman. 

To parfup the defeription of Edinburgh, 1 (hull begin with the great ftreet, which, 
under iev^ral names, is continued almoft in a line from the calUe to Holyrood-houfe, 
being in length a mile and a half, and in fome places eighty feet wide, and in the part 
culled the High- ftreet, finely built. 

lit the ftreet called the Caftle-hill is the great refervoir for fupplying the city with 
water. Below tlxis is the lawn-market, where every Wednefday are fold linens,- 
checks, &c. 

The weighing-houfe, which brings in a large revenue to the city, (lands at the Bow- 
bead, at the upper end of the lawn-market. 

Near that are the Luckenbuoths, with the tolhooth, or city prifon. The guard-houfe 
is a little lower. I think the guard confifts in all of feventy-five men, commanded by 
the proved and three lieutenants, who are ftyled captains. The men are well cloathcd 
and armed. Inftead of the halbert, they flftl retam ’ the ancient weapon, the Loeba- 
ber ax. 

In the ParliameRt<lore, a fmall fquare, is the Parliament-houfe, where the courts of 
juftice are held. Beneath are the advocates* library, and the regift er- office. In my. 
former Tour I mentioned certain curiofities preferred in the library j but neglected the 
notice of others in a fmall but felefl private cabinet. 

Ainoitg others in the cabinet of Mr. John Maegowan, difeovered near this dtyi is an 
elegant brafs image of a beautiful Naiud, with a little fatyr in one arm. On ber head 
is a wine-vat, or tome fuch vefTel, to denote her an attendant on Bacclius ; and beneath 
one foot, a fubverted vafe, expreffive of her chamber as a nymph of the fountains. 
The fatyr is given her, not only to'fhew her relation to the jovial god, but from the opi- 
nion that the Naiades were mothers t of that fylvan face. ■ , 

A veiTel refembling a tea-pot, with a handle and fpout: it wants a lid, but the orU 
fice is covered with a. fixed plate, full of perforations, like thofe of a watering-pot. 
C tount Caylus has given a figure of a pot of this kind ; but is as ignorant as myfelf of 
its ufe, 

* Frolflart, lib ii. p.,145.- 

t Monlfaucon, from the autkoriiy of Nonnus. Aatiq. Espl' i. part it. a()> 
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Some fpear- heads, and a brazen celt fineljr -gtlt. This embelUihment of the laft in> 
timates, that the inftruments of that fort were not for mechanic ufes, but probably the 
heads of javelins or enftgn (laffs *. 

« In the fame cohesion is an iron whip, a>moft cruel inftrutnent of punifhment among 
^e Romans!. The handle is (hort ; the lafli, a chain dividing into three parts, with 
S' bullet at the end of each. Thefe bullets were fometimes of lead, fometimes ot | cop* 
per. Whips of this kind are often feen in paintings of martyrdoms. It is Angular, 
that the Europeans found among the natives of Bengal this claflical fcourge, or one 
nearly rdembling it : the bullets in the Indian chawbuc, or whip, being alBxed to 
thongs inllead of chains. 

■ 1 he great church, divided into' four places, of woHhip ; and St. Giles*s, with its 
tower terminated by a crown of (tone, built by a Milne, anceftor of a celebrated race 
of architeds, grace part; of the ftrect ^low the iE*arliament.cbfe. 

The Trone church is remarkable for its hne Ionic front. 

Here are four chapels for the ufe of the^proteftanfs of the church of England. The 
new one, when completed, will be a molt elegant building, and the front adorned with 
a beautiful portico, fupported by fix Doric pillars, with fiikable finilhing. Over the 
altar is an afeenfion by Mr. Runciman, and here are befides four other paintings by 
the lame gentleman. Thefe, with a fine organ, are comfortable proofs of the mo. 
deration that at prefent reigns in the church of Scotland, winch a few years ago would 
.have looked with horror on thefe innocent decorations, and never have pespiitted to 
others what they did not approve. Perhaps the difapprobation Hill continues ; then 
how far more meritorious is this toleration f 

At the bottom of Canon.gate Hands the magnificent palace of Holyrood.houfe, once 
an abby of canons regular of St. Augudine, founded by David I. in i laS, and dedi. 
cated to the holy-crofs. This was the richeft of the religious houfes in North Britain, 
the annual revenue, at the Reformation, amounting to two thoufand nine hundred 
and twenty.fix pounds Scots §, befides numbers of rents in kind. In 1547, it Uras 
almoH ruined by the Regent Duke of Somerfet, who totally uncovered it, and took 
away with him the lead and bells. 

That beautiful piece of Gothic architedure, the chapel, is now a ruin, the roof 
-having fallen in. It was fitted up in a mod elegant manner by James Vll. At the 
end was a throne for the fovereign, and on the fides twelve dalls for the knights com. 
panions of the thidle; but, in 1688, the whole was demoUfhed by the fury of the 
mob. 

In the apartments belonging to the Duke of Hamilton, who is herecyiary houfe. 
keq>er, are feveral curious portraTts. Among them, a full length of a tall youth, with 
Ins hat on a table. It is called that of Henry Damley, but, by the countenance, I 
ihould rather imagine it to be that of Henry Prince of Wales {|. 

A head of Janes IV. in black, with ermine } the hair lank- and fliort. From the 
great rdfemblance to Henry VIL 1 am tempt^ to think it the portrait of James V., 
who was defcetided from the daughter of Henry. ^ 

Mary Stuart, ^aged about fifteen ; a half length, draight and (lender ; large brocade 
fleeveC, fmall rufif, auburn hair. 

A head of Cardinal Beaton, black hair, fmooth face, a red callot. An ambitious, 
cruel, and licentious pviedj fi> fuperior to decency, that he publicly married one of his 

* Borlafe, Anti. Ccfrnwall. t Cayl»», »H. atyJ t Moatfaucon, V. part ii. 34;. 

< A Scotch pound ia twenty pence ; n Scotch laatk thirteen pence. 

n Vide Mr. Cranger’a Biography,!. 313. ttvoedit. 

*0 fix 



nc«MB tour m scotlai»iii» 4^1 

fiTAsturafchir^ren to the mailer of Crawford, owned her for his daug^tar, and gKV9 
with her (in thofe davs) the vail fortune of four thooduid marks, Scots. 

A ilern half lengtn of John Knox, writiim. 

Lord John Belafys, in a red doublet and flafhed fleeves, young and handfome ; fon 
of Lord Fauconbet^»i • A perfon, fays the noble hidorian, of exemplary induftry and 
Gours^e, who raifed fix regiments for the King’s fervice, and behaved with great fj^. 
in feveral engae^ents at length, being made commander in chief of the forces in 
Yorkfhire, at the battle of Selby, funk beneath the fuperior fortune of Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, and was by him taken prifoner. He received greajt honours at the Seftorsi*- 
tion, and lived dll' the year ' 1689. 

A fine old portrait, a half length in rich armour. 

Twenty fmall heads,, in black lead, of the family of Hamilton and its allies. Very 
neat. 

I'he life of Hercules, in ten fmall- pieces, highly hnifhed, but witha ftiflT outline, like 
the manner of Albert Durer. In the back ground are views of Fiemifh houfes, fo 
probably thefe were the work of a Fiemifh artid. Perhaps of John de Mabepfe, who 
-was in England in the time of Henry Vllh The fet is fuppofed^to have been part of. 
the colledUon of Sir Peter Lely *. 

Edward Earl of Jerfey, a nobleman In great tnifk with King William ; ambaflador fo 
France,, and fecrctary of (late in the next reign, lord.cham&rhun, and aj^inted lord 
privy feal on the day of his death, Auguft 11,1711. 

At Lord Dunmore’s lodgings is a very fine piflure, by My tens, of Charles I. and his 
Queen, going to ride, with the fky fhowering rofes on them. The Queen is painted 
with a iove.lock,,and with browner hair and complexion, and younger than anv of her 
portraits I have feem A black Hands by them holding a grey horfe } and the cdeinrated 
dwarf Jeffery Hudfon attends, holding a fpaniel in a Aring. Several other doge are 
fporting around. ‘The little hero in this piece underwent a life of vaA variety. He 
was bom the fon of a Isdiourer at Oakham, in 1619 ; at the age of feven he was not. 
dgbteen inches high, at which time he was .taken into the family of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham,. at Burlrigh on the hiU, and had there the honour of being fe^ed up to table 
in a cold pye, to furprize the court then on a progrefs. On the marriage of Charles 
the FirA, he was promoted to the fervice of Henrietta ; and was even fofar truAed as 
to be fent to France to bring over her MajeAy’s midwife. In his paffage he was taken > 
by a pirate,* and carried into Dunkirk. Mis captivity gave rife to the Jeofiirddos, a 
poem, by Sir William Davenant, on his duel in that port with a turkey.<ock. I£s 
diminutive fixe did not prevent his adingiira military capacity, for, during the civil 
wars, he ferved as captain of horfe. In following the fortunes of his miAref^ into 
Frande, he unluckily engaged in a quarrel with Mr. Crofts, who came into the field . 
armed only with a fquirt ; a fecond meeting was appointed, on horfeback, when Je&ry 
killed his antagoniA at the firA-fiiot. For this he was expelled the court, which fmt him 
to fea, when he was agun captivqto aTurkilh rover, smd fold into Barbary. On his 
releafe he was made a captain in the roval navy } and on the final retreat*of Henrietta, 
attended her to France, and remained there till the -ReAoratioo. In *1682, this little 
creature was made of thm importance as to be fuppofed to be concerned in the 
plot, and ’was committed to &e gate-houfie; where he ended '.bis life, at the age of. 
fixty- three, pafied .with all the confequential a^vity- of p. liUiputiaa hero t* 

• Walpole'* Aneeil.. Pkintmg, i. ?o. 

t Vide Fuller, Wright’* R»ttandihire, p. 1*5, and. the aMrc.catcrtaisiiig aecoimt m Mr. Walpole'* 

Anecdote* of Fainting, voL ii, 10, 
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' Thepre^Ad of this abby, including the park (next to be mentionefd) and a fpace 
as far as Duddingfton, is ftill a place of refuge to the unfortunate debtor; and has its 
bailey, who keeps courts, and puniflies offenders within his jurirdiAion* 

* The college, founded by the citizens of Edinburgh, in 1 58a, in confequence of a 
legacy left in 1558, for that ufeful end, by Robert Rdd, bifbop of Orkney, is a very, 
toean bwlding. It is built on the iite of the collegiate church of Kirk>of>field| for- 
nerly dedicated to St. Mary, and in popifh times fuppiied with a provoft and ten pre- 
bends. 

The tnufeum is at prefent totally empty, for fuch has been the negligence of pad 
times, that fcarce a fpecimen of the noble colleAion depofited in it by Sir Andrew 
Balfour, is to be met with, any more than the great additions made to it by Sir Robert 
Sibbeld. 

The feflion, as they term it, of the univerfity of Edinburgh, begins on November r, 
md continues fix momhs. Soon after the commencement a general day is appointed 
for matriculation, if a form can be fo called, which is annually repeated by each (lu- 
dent, as long as he flays. It was begun in the year 1 764, and was looked upon as 
an innovation, intended both to gain a footing for fom'e authority over the (ludents, 
and to raife a fund for the public library. The manner was this : a folemn obligation 
(in Latin) to behave well, to refpeA the authority and interefls of the univerfity, and 
obey its laws (of which they were allowed to be entirely ignorant) was written in a 
book, and the fludents fubferibed their names underneath in alphabetical order. A 
fum, not leis than half-a-cro\v*n, was at the fame time demanded, for the ufe of the 
library-; in return for which a ticket was given, entitlmg the bearer to the ufe of books, 
upon depofiting their value in money by w'ay of fecurity. I never heard of the leaft 
cognizance taken of the morals and conduA of any fludent, though I believe there are 
a rcw inflances of expulfion for very fiagitious crimes. Degrees in phyfic ufed to be 
confeiTed like thofe in divinity and law, at the pleafure of the heads, without any ne* 
.ceffity of having fludied either there or at any other univerfity ; but, on the lall in- 
flance of this kind, in the year 1 763, or 64, ieveral fludents, piqued at a proceeding 
which put on a footing with thcmfelves perfons whom they thought not entitled to 
academical honours, mutually engaged not to take a degree at Edinburgh. The pro- 
feflbit, alarmed at this refolution, gave an affurance, that for the future no degree in 
phyfic fhould'be conferred without at lead two years 'fludying at the place, and at- 
tendance upon all the medical clafies. This has been, I believe, rigoroufly adhered to ; 
moreover the examinations, previous to conferring the degree, are faid to be very 
ilriA. By a regulation of a later date, degrees are only gramed in the fummer, twice a 
year, during the recefs from bufinefe. The number or medical ftudents are now an- 
nually reckoned at about three hundred ; a majority of whom, being only defigned for 
the lower branches of the profefiion, flay but one feflion. Every one is at liberty to 
attend what leAurcs he choofes,'and in what order; except that thofe who mean to 
{graduate, mud, during their flay, attend all the truly medical ones. They who have 
leifure and means properly to complete their medical education, feldom flay lefs than 
three feffions, and frequently more. LeAures in botany, and attendance on the in- 
firmary, go forward in the fummer ; and a good many of the fludents, efpccially thofe 
who come from a diflance, continue at Edinburgh during that fe^on. 

This univerfity began to be celebrated, for the lludy of medicine about the year 
1720;' when a number of gentlemen, natives of this country, and pupils of the illuf- 
trious Boerhaave, Settled here, and filled the profefTor’s chairs with fuch abilities, as 
to eflablifh Edinburgh for the feat of inftcuAion in. the healing art. It^was 

its 
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its peculiar good fortune to have a fucceflion of profefTirs of mod tlldinguifhed parts, 
which has preferved its fame with undiminilhed ludre to the very prefent time. 

Near the college is the Tradcs-maiden-hofpita), a plain, neat binldiu;r, vvith eleven 
windows in front, founded in 1707, by the mechanics of the city, for the maintenance 
of the daughters of their decayed brethren. Mrs. Mary Krlldne (of wliom more will 
be mentioned hereafter) contributed largely towards this dvlign, and h id the honour 
of being entitled joint foundrefs. It tnainiains, at prcfetit, fifty-two girls. 

Somewhat farther arc two churches under one roof, called the Grey friers. The 
convent belonging to it was founded by James I. for the parpofe of infir uding his 
people in divinity and philofophy, and was laid to have been lb magnificent, that the 
fuperior, who was fent for from Zuric-zee to prcfide, at fiffi declined accepting it. In 
this church I had the fatisfadion of hearing divir.e fervlce performed by the celebrated 
Dr. Kobertfon. It began with a hymn ; the.minifier then repeated a prayer to a Handing 
congregation, who do not difirad their attention by bows and compliments to each 
other, like the good people in England. Up then gave an excellent comment on a 
portion of Scripture, which is called the ledurc. After this fucceeded another hymn, 
and prayer, the fermon, a third hymn, and the benedidion. 

Near this church is a pleafmg groupe of charitable foundations, the genuine fruits 
of religion. Immediately behind it is the great workhoufe, the receptacle of the poor 
of the city. When completed, it is to confift of a centre and two wings, but the laft 
are not yet finifhed. It maintains about fix or feven hundred perfons of all ages ; 
each of whom contribute by their labour to their fupport. Befides thefe are about 
two hundred out-penfioners, who have fixpence or a (hilling a week. Near it are three 
other buildings dependent on it ; one for the reception of lunatics, the fecond for the 
fick, the third for a fort of weaving fchool. 

The orphan hofpital was begun in 17331 under the aufpices of Mr. Andrew Gair> 
diner, and other charitable perfons. . At prefent it maintains feventy poor children, 
who weave their own cloaths, and alfift in the whole economy of the houfe. The 
building is very handfome, and has nine windows in front. 

To the weft of this is Herriot’s-hofpital, a magnificent pile of Gothic Grecian archi- 
tedure, founded by George Herriot, goldfinith and jeweller to Anne of Denmaric, 
who left the vaft fum of near forty-four ihoufand pounds fterling for the building and 
endowment. It is defiined for the fupport of boys, and maintains at prefent a hun- 
dred and three. Within is a handfome fquare, with the fiatue of the founder. In 
the council-room is his portrait, a half length by Scougal : in his hand are feme jewels ; 
for to that branch of his.bufinefs he owed his fortune, particu’arly by the p ofufion 
bought for the wedding of the princefs of Bohemia. He was member of the Englifli 
parliament; and died, aged 63, in the year 1623’ 

In the fame room is a head of William Aytone, mafon, and builder of the hofpital. 
Behind this is another fine foundation, called Watfon’s hofpital, a building with 
twenty-one windows in front. The founder owing his rife to the charity of a relation, 
eftablifhed this houfe, for the fupport of about fixty boys, fons and gryndfons of de- 
cayed merchants of Edinburgh. They are educated here, and apprenticed out ; and, 
after having ferved their times with credit, and remained after that three years un« 
married,*receive fifty pounds to fet up with. 

. The Merchants-maidcn-hofpital lies north-eaft of Watfon’s. It owes its inftjtution 
to the merchants of Edinburgh, and the fame Mrs. Mary Erflune before mentioned, 
for the maintenance of the girls of diftreffed burgeffes. It fupporte about fixty, who 
VOL. nu 3 E appear 
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appear, on Sundays in a drefs truly //w/'/t.v ruir.Jifiist in dark brown gowns, black filk 
luindkcrchiels, and black filk bonnets. 

The private a£ls of charity arc alfo very cojifideniblc. Every Sunday a colleflion is 
made for the fick and ncccffitous. Such a religious refpeft do the common people 
pay to this fun I, that nothing but extreme diftrel's will Induce them to apply for re- 
lief. It foeins to them a fort of facriloge to partake unnecclTarily of a bounty dellined 
for the miferablc ; and children will imdcrgo any labour to prevent their parents from 
becoming burthenfome to this parochi.il lh)ck. 

The New Town is connefted to the city by a wry beautiful bridge, whofe highefl: 
arch is ninety-five feet high, and feventy-two feet wide. 'I'his bridge is flung over a 
deep glen, once filled with water, and called the North-loch, but at prefent drained. 
'Jo the call and to the north of 'this bridge, is a motley aflbmblageof churches, metho- 
difl. meeting, hofpitals, and plny-houfe. The old Trinity collegiate church, founded by 
Mary of Gueldres, mother to Jame,s 111 . is a Gothic pile. Near it is an hofpital, founded 
on the diifolution of the former : it maintains, in a mod comfortable manner, numbers 
of aged poribns of each fe.\ } for bcfidcs good diet, they have the luxury of a garden 
and iibrarv. 

J 

Leith, the port of Edinburgh, is feated about two miles to the call, is now a confider- 
able town, divided into two parilhes, called north and Ibuth Leith, feparated by a river 
of the fame name.' The original name wasTnverleith, and is firll mentioned in 1329, 
in a grant of it to the citizens of Edinburgh, under whofe jurifdiflion it lies. 'I'hcy ap. 
point out of the old magiflrates a baron bailiff, who with the afliflance of other officers 
direbls the affairs of the place. It was for fome time the refidenco of Mary of Lorrain, 
queen regent, who followed by her court, g.ave rife to fevcral handfome buildings ftill 
exifting. 'I'hc fame princefs, when (lie called in the alliftance of the French, fixed 
their forces hero, and caufed it to be fortified, on account of the convenient harbour and 
its vicinity to the capital. Here Mary Stuart landed on her return from France, in 
1561, and in two years after deflroyed the independency of the place, by mortgaging, 
for a great fum of money, the fuperiority of it to the city of Edinburgh *. When 
Henry Vlll. propofed the match between his fon Fdw'ard and Mary, he followed his 
demand in a manner worthy fo boillcrous a prince. In tliis rough courtfhip, as it was 
humouroufly ftyled, he fent the Earl of Hertford with a numerous army to fecond his 
demand, who burnt both this place and Ediifliurgh. 

After that it was fortified by the French, and underwent a long fiege ; the French 
behaved with fpirit, and for a great length of time baflled all the attempts of the Eng- 
lilh, who fupported the lords of the congregation. At Jengtlnt was yielded on compo- 
lition, and the fortification razed. In 157^1, it was re fortifie"d by the Earl of Mor- 
ion j and in a little Icfs than a century afterwards, a citadel w'as added by general 
Monk, demoliflied on the reftoration. 

The harbour is but indift'erent ; .yet by means of a fine pier large v^els lie here 
with fecurity. The fouthern Ihore of the Forth is fliallow and far\dy : no part between 
Leith and Incl^-Keith is above ten fathom deep. The north is of a great depth, and 
has a rocky or foul bottom. Oppofite to Kinghorn is a ledge of rocks called theBlac,. 
which at a low eb') arc only fpur fathom from the furfacc. Yet the water, deepens to 
fifty lathoms within a ftiip's length. The pier is a beautiful and much frequented 
walk : and the annual races are on the fands, near low-water mark. It has happened 
often when the heats have been long, that the horfes run belly deep in the flowing 
tide. ' 


* Robertfon, i. 342. 


The 



PENNANT’S SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 


475 

The aifproportion of rain between this and the weftern fide of flie kinj^doin has been 
ftrongly exemplified here. Leith lies in a line fixty miles dillant from Gracnock. 

' Some years ago, when the rope-walks of both places were uncovered, it was obferved 
that the workmen at the laft were prevented by the wet from working eighty ilays more 
at Greenock, than at Leith, and only forty days more at Glafgow ; fo fuel Jen is the 
abatement of rain, and fo quick is the change of climate, on receding from well: to call. 

In my return to Edinburgh, paffed by Reftalrig, the ancient rcfidence of the Logans. 
The lull polTeffor was acculed (five years after his death) of being concerned in the 
Cowrie confjjir^icy ; and was cited to appear, but proving contumacious, his cflale was 
forfeited, his bones burnt, and his heirs declared infamous. 

On the 31 ft of this month f vifited Ilawthornden, the feat of the celebrated hiftorian 
and poet, Drummond, about feven miles fouth of Edinburgh. The houfe and a ruined 
caftelet arc placed on tlie brink of a vaft precipice of free-flone, with the North-Efl: 
running in a deep den beneath. In tlie houfe are preferved the portraits of tlie poet 
and his father. • 

In the front of the rock, juft beneath the hotsfe, is cut a flight of twenty-feven neps. 
In the way, a gap, paflTable by a bridge of boards, interrupts the defeent. I hefe flops 
lead to the entrance of the noted raves, which have been cut with vafl: labour out of the 
rock. The defeent into the great chambers is by eight fteps j but, on the firll entrance 
on right and left, aic two rooms ; that on the right confifts of a gallery, fifteen feet 
long, with a fpace at the end (twelve feet by feven) whofe fidcs are cut into rows of 
fquarc holes, each nine inches deep, and feems to have been the pigeon-houfe of the 
place, there being an entrance cut through the rock. On the left hand is another 
gallery, and through the front of this is a hole, facing the bridge, which feems intended 
as the means to draw in the boards, and fecurc the retreat of the inhabitants. In this 
gallery is a little bafon cut in the rock ; perhaps a Benitoirc. 

The grand apartment faces the door, and is ninety one feet long ; the beginning is 
twelve feet wide, the reft only five feet eight ; the height fix. In a rcccfs of the broatlcr 
part is a well, feme fathoms deep. Above is cut a funnel, which pierces the roof to 
the day. Near the end of this apartment is a fliort turning, that leads to another gal- 
lery, tw'cnty- three feet by five. 

I’hefe curious hollows have been fuppofed By fome to Inivc been the works of the 
Pifts ; bi’t to me they feem to have been defigned as an afylum in troublefomc times for 
fome neighbouring inhabitants, in the fame maimer as AV'^ctheiell cells wert for the 
monks of the abbey. It appears by Major*, that the brave Alexander Ramfay, in 1341, 
made thefc caves his refidence for a confidcrable time. To himreforted all the gallant 
youth of Scotland ; and to him parents font their fons to be initiated in the art of war. 
From hence he made his excurfions to the Kngliih borders with his pupils j each inroad 
was to them a lefture for valour and ftratagem. 

'rhefe alone attrafi the attention of llranger.s ; but thefolemn and piflurefquo walks 
cut along the fummits, fides, and^ bottoms of this beautiful den, are much more de- 
foning admiration. The vaft mural fence, formed by the red precipices? the mixture 
of trees, and grotefqne figure of many of the rocks, and the fmooth fides of J’entland 
hills, appearing above this wild feenery, are more flriking objedls to the contemj^lative 
mind. * 

After crofting the'river, and clambering up a fteep hill, difeover on the fummit a 
work of art, not lefs .admirable thanthofc of nature which we had fo lately quitted, I 

•• Dc Gcftfa Scot orum, lib. v c. i6. p. 
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inean» the chapel of Roflyn, Roikelyn *, or the hill in the glen ; a curions piece of 
Gothic architefttire, founded, in 1446, by William St. Clare, prince of Orkney, fora 
provoft, fix prebendaries, and two finging-boys. Theoutfideis ornamented with a mul- 
titude of pinnacles, and variety of ludicrous fculpture. The infide is fixty-nine feet long, 
the breadth thirty-four, fupported by two rows of cluftered pillars, between feven and 
eight feel high, with an atfle on each fide. The arches are obtufely Gothic. Thefe arches 
are continued acrofa the fide aifles, but the center of the church is one continued arch, 
elegantly divided into compartments, and finely fculptured. The capitals of the pillars 
are enrichod with f >liage, and variety of figures ; and, amidft a heavenly concert, appears 
a cIuTuhiiii blowing the ancient' Highland bagpipe. In fhort, in all parts is a profufion 
fo exquifite, fectns ev^n to have alletled with refpeft the barbarifm of Knox’s manual 
ri formers, fo as to induce '.hem to fpare this beautiful and venerable pile. 

In a deep dvn f ar beneath, amidft wooded eminences, are the ruins of the caftle, fixed 
on a p*;ninlitl:it. d rock, acceffible by a brid >e of fUtpenJous height. This had beeti 
the ft’.it of the great name of Sinclair. Of this houfe was Oliver, favourite of James V. 
and the innorent caul’e of the lofs of the battle of Solway hflofs, by the harred of the 
n<d):Iiry to hi;'. jnv!'v*rrcd command. He lived in poverty to give a fine leflon of the 
tincerraiiity i f jtrorpcrliy to the pride of the worthltfs Arran, minion to James VI. 
appearing bvfore the infolent favourite, in the garb of adverfity, repeating only thefe 
worvis, “ I am Oliver Sinclair.” ■* 

Near this place, the Englifli, under John de Segrave, regent of Scotland, in 1 304, 
received tiiree defeats in one day from the Scots, under John Cummin and Simon 
Frazer. 

• In my return, vifit St. Catherine’s well, noted for the Petroleum fwimming on the 
furface. A little farther, to the left, is a noted camp of an oval form. 

On returning itito this city, I called at Mr. Braidwood’s academy of dumb and deaf. 
This extraerditiary profeffor had ynder his care a number of young perfons, who had 
received the Promethian heat, the divine inflatus j but /rom the unhappy conftru£tion 
of their organs, were (till they had received his inftriidfions) denied the power of 
utterance. Every idea was locked up, or appeared but in their eyes, or at their finger 
ends, till their mafter inftrufted them in arts unknown to us, who have the faculty of 
hearing. Apprehenfion reaclit'.*j us by “the groflsr fenfe. They fee our words, and our 
uttered thoughts become to them vifible. Our ideas expreiled in fpeech ftrike their 
ears in vain ; their eyes receive them as they part from our lips. They conceive by in- 
tuition, and fpcak by imitation. Mr. Braidwood firft teaches them the letters and their 
powers ; and the ideas of words written, beginning with the molt Ample. 'I'be art of 
fpeaking is taken from the motion of his lips ; his words being uttered flowly and dit> 
tinffly. Their anfwers are flow and fomewhat harlh. 

When I entered the room, and found myfelf furrounded with numbers of human 
forms fo oddly circutnftat\ced, 1 felt a fort of anxiety, fuch as I might be foppofed 10 
feel hadl been environed by another order of beings. 1 was foon relieved by being 
introduced to a anoft angelic young creature, of about the age of thirteen; Sit-: ho- 
noured me witjt her new acquired cooverfation ; but I may truly fay, that I could 
fcarcely bear the power of. her piercing eyes; flie- looked me through and tbn'ugh. 
She foon fatisfied me that flie was an apt fcholar. She readily apprehended all I laid, 
and returned me anfwers with the utmoft facility. She read ; Ihe wrote well'. Her 
reading was not by rote. She could clothe the fame thoughts in a new fet of words. 


minute account of this chapel, ita cartingi, Stc. arc in a little book, pi inted by Mr. William Auld, 
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nnil never vary from the oripinal fenfc. 1 have forgot the book fhe took up, or the 
leniences Ihe made a new verfion of ; but the was as follows : 

Original palTagc. Verfion. 

I.oul Bacon h a* divided the w^olc of h\im*in know- A nohleman has parted the total or all of man^a 
led^i inU) hiftory, poetry, and phdofophy, whivU Hudy, or undcrflanding, into an account of the hfe 
are fi rred to the three powern of the mind, me- manners, rrlij^ion, and cuftoms of any people or 
nioiy, imagination, and rcafon *. ci ontry ; verfeor metre; moral or natural knowledge; 

whn ii are pi)iiitrd to the three faculties of the foul 
or fpiiit ; the faculties of remembering what is paft| 
thouglit or conception, and right judgment, 

l loft Mr. Braiilwood and l)i.s pupils with the falisfiOion which mud rcfult from a re* 
flodion on the utility of his art, au.l the merit of his labours ; who, after receiving un» 
doi' his care a Being that I'ceincd to bo merely endowed with a human form, could pro- 
duce the divina panicula aura, latent, and, but for his Ikill, condemned to be ever 
latent in it ; and who could reliore a child to*its glad parents with a capacity of exert- 
ing its-iational powers, by expreflive founds of duty, love, and alFadion. 

Before I quit li ilnburgit, I mull mention that it is the fiWt royal burgh in Scotland ; 
is governed by a priwoll, wlui has the addition of lord, four bailies, and a dean of guild : 
who did me the uiilinguifli d honour of conferring on me its freedom, af.er an elegant 
entertainment at the houfe of the Right Honourable John Dalryinple, Lord Provou. 

I refer the reader to the Appendix for a lid of the manufactures in and about this 
great ciiy. If the mention of ievcral may be thought too minute, it mud be confidered, 
how many even of the necefl'aries of life were wanting in North-Britain, till the rifmg 
indudry of the age determined that this country fliould fupply its own deficiencies. In 
the time of James VI. how deplorable wa.s its trade ! for, as old Hackluyt lings, it even 
imported its whtcl-barrows and cart-wheels ; 

And (he '‘cots bene chargctl knownen at the eye, 

Out of h landers with li tie mercciie, 

And great plcntie of haberdafhers ware 
And half her /hrppes with can •p wheeled har^. 

And with Larrowes are laden as with fuLilance : 

Thus moll rude arc ui her vhcwifance f. 

But notwithdanding the prefent progrefs that Scotland has made in the ufeful arts, it 
mud (lop at a certain point, proportinate to its wealth and population, which (land thus 
in rclpect to England : ^hen the land tax is at two IhiUings in the pound, Scotland 
pays 239771- c-s. yd. and fingland 994960I. os. 4d. that is, Jefs than the proportion of 
I to .+ r. The landed property of the former is i,ooo,oool. per annum ; of the latter 
i 6 ,ooo,oool- But if the wealth in moveables is added, the difference will be as 1 to 20. 
In riffped to numbers of people, England has 8,000,000 ; Scotland only 2,000,000. 

f'cpt. 26. Leave Edinburgh. Ride through Dalkeith, and have the pleafure of pafs- 
ing the day with Sir John Dalryirfple, at Crandon cadle. The country-good, full of corn, 
and decked with numbers of fmall woods. Difpofe of the morning by vilfting the cadles 
of Crichton and Borrhwick. The fird is feated oh the edge of a bank, above a grady 
glen. Was once the habitation of the chancellor Crichton,]oint guardian with the Earl of 

* This waa r«ac) fiiice, by another young lady } bktt that which I heard was not le& difficult, nor Ida 

failhfiiily iranfljicd. 

f CiiU. Vt»ya^c 5 , i. 887. 
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Callcndar, of Jiiraes II. a powerful and fpiriicd ftatefman in that turbulent aeje, and the 
adviibr of the bold but bloody deeds againft the too potent Douglafl'es ; fads excufable 
only by the pica of neceffity of {late. During the life of Crichton, it was befieged, 
taken, and levelled to the ground, by William Earl of Douglas, after a fiege of nine 
months *. 

It was rebuilt, and fome part, which appears more modern than the rcfl, with.much 
elegance. The front of one fide of the court is very handfome, ornamented with 
diauiond-lliapfd facets, and the fofiits of the llaircafe beautifully carved ; the cafes of 
foinc of the windows adorned with rofottes, and twified cordage. The dungeon, called 
the Mafinore, is a deep hole with a narrow mouth. Tradition fays,' that a perfon of 
loinc rank in the coimtr,- was lowered into it for irreverently pafling this caftle, Vkith- 
out paying his rel'pocts to the great owner. 

The pai nil church had been collegiate ; founded in 1449, by the chancellor, with 
the confent of his fi;n, for a provoft, nine prebendaries, and two Tinging-boys, out of 
the rents of Crichton and Lockerwort. 

About a mile farther is Borthwick caftle, feated on a knowl in the midft of a pretty 
vale, bounded by hills covered with corn and woods; a. mofl: pichircfque feene It 
ronfifls of a vaft fquare tower ninety feet higji, witii fquare and round baffions at equal 
didances from its bafe. The date rooms are on liie firfi. ftory, once acceffible by a 
draw-bridge. Some of the apartments were very large, the liall forty feet long, and 
had its mufic gallery, the roof lofty, and once adorned with paintings. The cadle was 
built by a Lord Borthwick, once a potent family. In the vault lies one of the name, 
in armour, and a little bonnet, with his lady by him. On the fide are numbers of little 
elegant human figures. The place was once the property of tin* Earl of Bothwel, who 
a little before the battle of Carberry-hill, took refuge here with his fair confuit f. 

I.odge at a good inn at Blackfhields; a village, as I was informed, lying in a portion 
of I faddingtonfhire, furrounded by Lothian. 

S -pt. 27. After croffing a rivulet enter the fljire of Berwick. Afcend Soutry-hill, 

from whence is a fine view' of the firth of Forth, tlie county of Fife, the Bafs ifle, and 

the rich county of Eaft Lothian immediately beneath us. Thi^ advantageous fitunti m 

made it a noted beacon, which caufed it to be particularly noticed in the old Scotch 

laws on that account |. Crofs a tedious dreary mt^or, and defetnd Into Lauderdale; 

a long narrow bottom, uninclofed, and defiitutc of wood, but abr.ndanl in corn.’ Reacli 

Lauder, a fmall town, noted for au infoletit act of jufiice done by the nobility on the 

upftart favourites of James III. Cochran a mafon^ created Earl of Mar, liominil a tay- 

lor, Leonard a fuiith, Rogers a iniificic.n, and Torfifan a fciicing-ntaller, ciircetiug all 

his councils. The nobility afi'etnljicd here with their vafikls, in obedience to his Ma- 

jeily’s fumnions, in order to repel a foreign invafion ; but. took this opportunity to 

free themfelves from thole wretched miuillcrs. They met in the cluirch to coniuU 

the necelTary inealures, and while they were in debate, Cochran, deputed by the King, 

Jcnockcd at the door, to demand the caufe of their altcnibly. His attendance, and lii.s 

drefs, as deferibed by Limlcfay, are nioft deferiptive of the fellow’s arrogance, “ v ho 

v/as well accompanied with a band of men of war, to the number of three •hundied 

light axes, all clafJ in white livery, and black bemds thereon, that they might lx- known 

for Cochran the Earl of Mar’s men. Iliiurclf was clad in a riding-pie of blaok velvet, 

with a great chain of gold about his neck, to the value of five hundred crowns ; and 

four blowing horns, with both the eud.s of gold and fi!k, fet with precious (lone.s, IIi.s 

* * 

Lives.of the Douglafles, 169. f Critical Ei:qui.-y, &c. 3d cd. 289. 
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horn was tipped with line gold at every end, and a precious '(lone, called a berryl, 
hanging in the midft. 'I'liis (’ochran had his heumont born before him over-gilt with 
gold, and fo were all the rcA of his horns ; and all his pallions were of fine canvas of 
filk, and the cords thereof of fine twined filk, and the chains upon his pallions wore 
double ovcr-gilt with gold He was feized, thus equipped, his chain and his horns 
torn from him, and, with his comrades, hanged over a bridge (now demolilhed) in figb.t 
of the King and the whole army. 

Near the town is Thirlefianc caftle, a fingular old houfe of the Earl of Lauderdale. 
The front fmall, bounded on each fide with a great round tower, capt with flateJ 
cones. The infide had been heavily Ituccoed by the Duke r)f Lauderdale, oru.* of the 
noted cabal in the time of Charles 11. His portrait, by Lely, is to be feen here ; a 
much more advantageous one than that by the noble hilforian, who paints him “ info- 
lent, imperious, flattering, diflembling, had courage enough not to fail, where it was 
ablblutoiy necelfary, and no impediment of honour to rellrain him from doing any 
thing that might gratify any of his pallions +.*’ , 

i^ftfc•r riding two miles through a long traft of coarfc flicep-walks, turn out of the 
great road, and enter the fliire of Roxburgh. 

I*af!; by 1 hreepwood, infamous in former day.s for mofs-troopers ; defeend into 
little vale, and fee feme ruined towers at Colmflie and liilllap ; alcend again, and foon 
afur fall into a pretty valley wooded and watered by the Gala; and at a houfe of 
the fiimo name receive every civility from its owner, .Tohn Scott, Efq. We have now 
crofled t!ie water, and are in the county of Selkirk, or the forcll of Etrick, which 
was formerly referved by the Scottifli princes for the pleafure of the chacc, and 
w'here tliey had fmall houi'es for the reception of their train. One in Gala Shields, the 
adj(jining village, ftill keeps the name of Hunter’s Hall. 

1 lus country is fupported chiefly by the breed of fiiecp, w'hich fell from eight to 
twelve pounds a fcore. They are generally fold into tlie fouth, but fometimes into the 
•Highlands, about the month of March, where they are kept during fummer ; and, 
after being improve<l by the mountain-grafs, are returned into the Lowlands the be- 
ginning of winter. M'hc ufual WTight of a w ether is from thirteen to eighteen pounds 
of twenty-two ounces per quarter. The fleece has been of late much improved by 
flic life of oil and butter, inftead of tar ; and the wool, which once was fold at five 
Ihillingsand fiApence, now fells for ten flnllings per (tone of twenty -four pounds. 

rh-- llieep inhabit the hills, but the ground is foindifterent that an acre will maintain 
but one. A flietp farm of fifteen hunJreil acres is fel for eighty pounds. Nuftibers 
of catlle are roared hire ; ^nd much cheefe and butter made, but the lalt very bad ill 
general, and ufed chiefly for greafing the flicep. The Dorfetfliirc breed has been in- 
troduced here, but, in tliis northern climate, in two or three years they lofe their proi' 
li'ic nature. 

I am uncertain whether a cuftom that prevails a little north of Coldflream, docs not 
extend alfo to thefe parts. About Duns, the fair^fpiiifters give much of their leifure 
time to the fpinning of blankets for their wedding portion. On the nuptiiil night, tbo 
whole flock of virgin induftry is placed on the bed. A friend of mii^e ha.s, on llich 
an occafion, counted not fewer than ton, thick and heavy. Was the Penelope •\v!io 
owned theln forfakca by her Hlyflcs, llie never couid complain, like the Grecian 
A)oufe, 

Non ego deferto ^acuIlTcm frigiJa Icclo ! 


About 
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About a mile weft of Gala Shields arc very evident vefliges of the great ditch called 
the Catrail, which is twenty-five feet wide, bounded on each fide by a great rampart. 
It has been traced twenty two miles ; palfes four miles weft of Hawick, up Docluch- 
hill, by Paimyfide-hill and Skelfe-hill, acrofs Ellen water, alcends Carriage-hill, and 
goes by the Maiden Paps, reaches Pear foil on the Dead-water, on the borders of 
Northumberland, and from thence may be traced beyond Langholme, pointing to- 
wards Cannonfby, bn the river Eik. On leveral parts of its courfe are ftrong round 
forts, well fortified with ditches and ramparts, fonie even exceeding in llrength thofe of 
the Romans. Whether it ever reached farther north than Gala has not been dif- 
covered, but the tradition is, that it extended front fea to fea. Mr. Gordon, the only 
antiquary that has explored it, traces it no farther ; but has obferved the chain of 
forts towards call Lothian. It is probable, that is was call up by the inhabitants of the 
country north-weft of it, as a proteftion againit the inroads of invaders j but w'ho they 
were, or what was the date of the work, arc difficulties not to be determined from 
hiftorical authority. 

Sept. 28. Continue my journey for a time along a fertile bottom, and, near 
the jundion (the laft in this place,) of the Gala and the Tweed, a fine river, again 
enter the (hire of Roxburgh. 

All the country is open, and much of it full of com. Here the farmers injudicioufly 
cut up the fides of the hills, and fpoil their fine fheep- walks to get a little late and bad 
eora. 

At a place called Bridgend ftood, till within thefe few years, a large pier*, the re- 
maining one of four, which formed here a large bridge over the Tweed. In it was a 
gateway large enough for a carriage to pafs through, and over that a room, twenty-feven 
feet by fifteen, the refidence of the perfon who took the tolls. This bridge was not 
formed with arches, but with great planks laid from pier to pier. It is faid that it was 
built by David L in order to afford a paffage to his abby of Melros, which he had 
newly tranflated from its ancient fite ; and alfo to facilitate the joumics of the devout 
to the four great pilgrimages of Scotland, viz. Scone, Dundee, Paifley, and Melros. 

Crofs the new bridge, pafs by Damwick, and foon after by Skinner or Skirmifli-hill, 
noted in 1526 for a fray between the Earl of Angus and the family of the Scqtts, under 
their lairt, Scott of Buccieugh. Angus had polfeflion of the perfon of James V. then 
In his minority ; and ufed his power with fo little moderation, as to make the young 
prince defirotts of being releafed. The power of the DouglaflVs was often an over* 
match for the regal. Such was the cafe at prefent ; .Tatnes therefore was obliged to 
apply to Buccieugh, a potent borderer, to attempt his deliverance. 'I'hat Lord, in order 
to bring His Majefty within the limits of his efiate^ encouraged all kinds of exctffcs 
among his people. This brought the King, attended by Angus, to fupprefs their de- 
predations. Buccieugh appwred with his powers ; a Ikirmilh be, nun, the Scotts were 
defeated, and James was for a time obliged to fubmit to the tyranny of his keeper. 

At a ftnall diftance lie the elegant remains of the abby of Melros, founded in 1 1 36, 
by David I.» as thefe jingling lines import : 

Anno im'lknp centeno, ter qttoque drno^ 

£t fexto Chn'ftiy Mclrofc, fundata fuiilt, 

David peopled it with Ciftertians, brbi^ht from Rivale abby. In Yorkfhirc, and 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary. At the Reformation, James Douglas was appointed 


* Communicated to me by a^ gentleman who rememben the pier, now demolifiied. 
^.engraved what remained in hit time, in hk 64th plate. 
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commcndatoP, who took down much of the btiilding Tn order to ufe the materials in 
building a large houfe for himfelf, vvhich is ftill ftan ling, and dated 1590. Nothing is 
left of the abbey, excepting a part of the cloifter walls, elegantly carved j but the ruins of 
the church are of mod; uncommon beauty ; part is at prefent ufed for divine fervicc, 
the reft uncovered ; but every part docs great honour to the architefl, whofe memory 
is preferred on the walls in thefe uncouth lines : 

John Miirclo fnm tym caHit wsu I, 

Aful Ijoni in Paryfic certainly ; 

And hail in ki pyinjr all mafom vr/crlc, 

Of Sant I droys, ihe hye kirk 
Of Me'io*!, and Paifliy, 

C)^ Nyddyfdayl, and of Galviay. 

Pray to God and Mary baith, 

And fweet St. John keep this ha1\» kirk frotn f):aitb. 

The fouth fide and the eaft window arc elegant paft defeription ; the windows lofty, 
the tracery light, yet ftrong. The church hacf been in form of a crofs, and of confi- 
derable dimenfions ; the pillars cluftered ; their capitals enriched with moft beautiful 
foliage of vine leaves and grapes. A window at the norvli end of the iranfept is a inoft 
rich rofe quatre-foil. The work of the outfide is done with uncommon delicacy and 
cunning. The fpires or pinnacles that grace the roof ; the brackets and niches that, 
till 1640, were adorned with ftatues, are inatchlefs performances. But what the fury 
of the difciples of Knox had fpared, the ftopid zeal of covenanting bigots deftroyed. 
In times long prior to thefe it had felt the rage of impious invaders. In 1322, the 
bafUcd Edward II. vented his rage on the abbiesof Melrofs and Dryburgh. Richard II. 
was not more merciful to it; and in the reign of Henry VIII., in 1544, two of his 
captains, violating the remains of the Douglaflcs, felt the fpeedy refentinent of therr 
defeendant, Archibald Earl of Angus, in the'battle of Ancrum-moor. 

The fide of the weft end of the church, which remains (landing, is divided into five 
chapels, once probably belonging to private families; for (befides Alexander II., who 
lay below the great altar) it was the place of interment of the Douglaffes, and other 
potent families. James Earl of Douglas, flain at the battle of Oiterbourn, was depo- 
fited here with all the pomp that either the military or the religious profeflion couM 
beftow. Here too lies the I.ord of Liddefdale, the flower of chivalry, who fell an alfafi 
floated viflim to the joaloufy of William 1. Earl of Douglas. His eulogy llyles him 
“ terrible and fearefull in arms ; meek, milJe, and gentle in peace ; the fcourge of 
England, and fure buckler and wall of Scotland, whom neither hard fuccefle could 
make flack, nor profperous Hoathfull 

The fituation of this religious houfe is remarkably pleafant, feated near the Tweed, 
and fliaded with woods, above wliofe fummits foar the venerable ruins, and the tricapi. 
tated top of Eldon hill. On one of the heads is a Roman camp. I have fince been 
informed of other.s, with military ways, to be traced in various places. 

Pafs by Newfted, and Red-abby-ftead, a houfe belonging once to the knights Tetn. 
plars t. Proceed to Old Melros, now, reduced to a fingle houfe, on a lofty promoniory, 
peninfulated by the Tweed ; a moft beautiful feene, the banks lofty and wooded, varied 
with perpendicular rocks, jutting like buttrelTcs from top to bottom. This was the fite 
of the ancient abbey of Culdees, mentioned by Bede to have exifted in 664, in the reign 
of the Saxon Ofwy. This place was as celebrated for the aull critics of Drifthelmus, as 

• Life of the DouglalTes, 78. 

•f Mrntioaed in the jDcfcri^ tionT of the Farifli of Metros, p. 7, uhuoticed by Keith. 

VOL. 111. 


ever 



pennant’s second tour in SCOTLAND. 


482 

ever Finchal was for thofe of St. Godric. The firft was rertored to life after being' dead 
for an entii'e night. During that fpace he paffed through purgatory and hell, had the 
beatific vifion, •and got very near to the confines of heaven. His angelic guide gave 
him an ufcful IcfTon on the efficacy of prayer, alms, fading, and particularly maifes of 
holy men ; infallible means to relieve the fouls of friends and relations from the place 
of torment *. 

T!ie deferiptions which Bede has given of the feats of mifery and blifs are very poe- 
tical. He paints purgatory as a valley of a ftupendous length, breadth, and depth : one 
fide filled by furious ilornis of hail and fnow j the other with lambent, incxtinguifhable 
flames. In thefc the fouls of the dcceafed alternately experienced the extremes of heat 
and cold. Both Shakefpeare and Milton make ufe of the fame idea : the firft in his 
beautiful defeription. of the flate of the dead in Mcafure for Meafure 

Ay. but to die and go we know not where ; 

To lie in ctdd obdrut^tion, and to rot ; 

Tlu’o fenfiblc warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted fpirit 
To bathe in fiery fioods, or to refide' 

In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice ; 

To be imprifonM in the vicwlefs winds» 

And blown with reiliefs violence about 
The pendent world ! 

Milton’s thought is dreffed only in different words : 

At certain revolutions all the damnM 
, Arc brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ; 

From beds of raging fire to ilarve in ice 
I’heir foft ethereal heat. 

Crofs the Tweed at Dryburgh boat, and re-enter the (hire of Berwick. On the nor- 
thern fide, in the deep gloom of wood, are the remains of the abbey of Dryburgh,. 
founded by Hugh Mondlle, conftabic of Scotland, in the time of David I., and Beatrix 
de Campo Bello his wife. There are fcarce any reliques of the church, but much of 
the convent, the refe£lory, fupported by two pillars, fcveral vaults, and other offices ; 
part of the cloifter walls, and a fine radiated window of ftone-work. Thefe remains are 
not inelegant, but are unadorned. This was inhabited by Pracmonftratenfian monks, 
who ftyled the Irifh abbics of Druin la croixand Woodburn their daughters t. At the 
Reformation James VI. beftowed Dryburgh on Henry Erfkine, focond fon of the Earl 
of Mar, whofe houfe as commendator isftill inhabited. 

Continue the ride through a fine' country full of gentle rifings, covered with corn, 
and refembling Picardy. Keep ftill in fight of the Tweed, whofe banks, adorned* with 
hanging woods, and variety of beautiful borders, well merit the apoftrophe of the old 
fong : 

How fwcet arc the banks of the Tweed I 

t* 

Pafs oppofite to a round tower, called Little Den, placed on a cliff above the river, 
once a border-houfc of the Kers. Crofs the river at another ferry. Pafs by Ruther- 
ford, where Robert IJI. founded an h'^ fpital, dedicated to Mary Magdalene,’ and be- 
llowed it on the abbey of Jedburgh, which was to maintain here a prieft to pray for his 
foul, and thofe of his anceftors, kings of Scotland J. 

K • 

* Bede, 1 : 1 ). V. c, 12. p. 196. f Monafticou Hibernicum, 1 ^ 0 , J4.1. Keith, 292. 
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Again enter the county of Roxburgh, and foon after fee, on a hi:.;h did' aliiv.-t* the 
water, a frnall Roman camp, with two deep foflbs on the land fide, and I'.ot tar ddt.ini an 
expioratory mount. The view grows more piclurefque; the river, b'.uiiid- d l y i-fiy 
ciife, cloathed with tre(;s ; and on a rifing a little beyond appear tl.e gaat woods of 
Fleurus, and the houfc in front, the feat of the Duke of Roxburgh. 

Pafs beneath the file of the once potept cafi le of Roxburgli, I'cated on a vafl and lofiy 
knowl, of an oblong form, fuddcnly rifing out of the plain, iv'-ir the j.indinn of tu ; 
Tweed and the Tiviot. On the north and well it had been tlcfesided by a great f..^rs. 
The fouth impendsover the Tiviot, foine of wiiofe waters were diverted in former limes 
into the caftlc ditch, by a dam obliquely crolfing the Itroain, and whole rem.iins are 
Hill vifible. A few fragments of walls are all that c.xift of trn.s mighty llrength, the 
whole area being filled with trees of confidcrable age. At the foot was once feared a 
tow n of the fame name, dellroyed by James II. when he undertook the fiege of the 
call If, and probably never re built. 

I'he ancient name of the caftle was Mardhidun, Marchmont, or t!ie hill on the 
marches *. I'he name of the founder clude.s my enquiry. Tiie firft mention I find 
of it is in 1132!, when a treaty was concluded here on the part of King Stephen, by 
Thurllan, archlnlhop of York, between him and David I. In 1174, alter William the 
Lion was taken prifoncr near the caftle of Alnwick, Roxburgh and four others of the 
ftrongell in Scotland were delivered to Henry II., as fecurities for doing homage (on 
his rcleafe) for the crown of Scotland J. They were rellored to the Scots by his fuc- 
celTor. In 1 296 it was taken by Edward I. § In 1 342, the year in which David Bruce 
returned from France, this fortrofs was rellored to his crown by the valour of Alexan- 
der Ramfay, who was appointed governor; an honour he enjoyed but a Ihort time, 
being furpriled by the envious Douglas, and ftarved to death in the caftle of Hermi- 
tage ||. The Scots loft this fortrefs in the reign of Edward III., who twice celebrated 
his birth-day in It was put into the hamls of Lord Henry Percy, after the defeat 

and captivity of David, at the battle of Nevil’s-crofs **. But the moll diftinguilhed 
ficgc was that in 1560, fatal to James IL, a wife and gallant prince, who was ftaiu by 
the burfting of one of his own cannops. A large holly, inclofed with a wall, marks the 
fpot. 1 lis queen, Mary of GuelJrcs, carried on the attack with vigour, took and totally 
dcmolillied it. 

We have feen before the misfortunes that attended the firft of this ill-fated name. 
James I. fell by the hands of all'allins at Perth : his fucceflbr met at this place, in the 
height of profperity, with a violent death. James III. was murdered by his rebellious 
fubjeds, after the battle n«ir Bannockboum. James W. loft his life in Flodden field. 
James V. died of a broken heart, on the defeat at Solway ; and the fate of his unhappy 
daughter, Mary Stuart, is unknown to none. In her fon, James VI., adverfity remitted 
for a time the perfecution of the race; but refumed it with double fury agaiiift his fuc- 
cclTor Charles. His fon experienced a long feries of misfortunes ; and the bigotted 
James fullered the punillnnent of Jjis infatuation, and tranfmitted to his offspring exile 
and feclufion from the throne of their anceftors. • 

Pafs by an inclofure called the Friery, the fite of a houfe of Francifeaus, belonging to 
Roxburgh. Ford the Tiviot, which gives the name of Tiviol-dale to all the fine country 
from Melros to this place, notwithftanding it is waflred by the Tweed ; fo that the old 
fong, with propriety, calls its inhabitants 

• Camden. -j- Holinflied, Hid. Scot. iSjT t Lord Lyttleton’a Henry II. 8 fo. v. 2*0. Major,i3J. 

§ Wallingham. || Major, 243. Walfinghani, 134. 146. •* Major, 244. 
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All picafant n\f n of Tiviotdalc, 

Fall by tbc river 'Fwctd. 

Have here a moft channing view of Kclfo, its ancient church, Mr. DIckfon’s pretty 
houfe, and the elegant bridge of fix arches over the 'i'weed, near its junftion with the 
Tiviot. On crofting it enter that neat place built much after the manner of a f’lemifti 
town, with a fquare and town-houfe. It contains about twenty-feven hundred. fouls, 
has a very conliderable market, and great quantities of corn arc fold hi re weekly by 
lample. Tlicparilh church is daikfome and inconvenient, being part of liiat belonging 
to the abbey ; but a new one is building, in an odagonal form, eighty-two feet in dia- 
meter, fiipported-by a circle of plilars. 

1 he abbey of Tyronenfians was a vaft pile, and to judge by the remains, of venerable 
magnificence. The walls are ornamented with fall'e round arches, interfering each 
other. Such intet ferions form a true Gothic arch, and may as probably have given 
rile to that mode, as the arched fhades of avenues. Tlic fteeple of the church is a vail: 
tower. Ihis houfe was founded by Diivkl I. when Earl of Cumberland. He frit 
placed it at Selkirk, then removed it to Roxburgh, and finally, when he came to the 
crown, fixed it here in 1 128. Its revenues were in mooey above two thoiifand a year 
Scots. '1 he abbot was allowed to wear a mitre and pontifical robes ; to be exempt from 
epifcopal jurifelirion, and permitted to be prefent at all general councils. 

The environs of Kclfo aie very tine j the lands confilk of gentle rifings, inclofed with 
hedges, and extremely fertile. 'I'hey have much reafon to boail of their profpeils. 
From the Chalkheugh is a fine view of the forks of the rivers, Roxburgh hill. Sir James 
Douglas’s neat feat, and at a diflaiice Fleurs ; and from Pinnacle hill is feen a vaft ex- 
tent of country, highly cultivated, watered wiih long reaches of the Tweed, well wooded 
o'li each margin. Thefe borderers ventured on cultivation much earlier than ihofc on the 
weft or eaft, and have made great progrefs in every fpecies of rural oeconomy. Turnips 
and cabbages, for the ufc of cattle', cover many large trafts ; and potatoes appear in 
vaft fields. Much wheat is raifed In the neighbourhood, part of which is feni up the 
firth of Forth, and part into England. . 

The flee’ccs here are very fine, and fell from twelve to fourteen ftiillings the ftonc, of 
twenty-four pounds ; and the picked kind from eighteen to twenty. 'Ihe wool is fent 
into Yorkftiire, to l.inliiligow, or into Aberdeenftiirc, for the (locking nianuia£lure; 
and fome is woven here into a cloth called plains, and fold into England to be dreffed. 
Here is alfo a con/iderable manufaflure of white leather, chiefly to fupply the capital of 
Scotland. . 

From what I can colIcSt, the country is greatly depopulated. In the reign of 
Jaints VI., ora little before the utu’on, it is faid that this county could fend out fifteen 
thouftnid fighting men ; at prefent it could not raife three thoufahd. But plundering 
in thofc times was the trade of the borderers, which might occafton the multitude of 
inhabitants. 

I cannot leave Kelfo without regretting my not arriving there in time to fee the races, 
which had been the preceding week. Thefe are founded, not on the fordid principles 
of gaming, or diljipaiion, or fraud, but on the beautiful bafis of benevolence, and with 
the amiable view of conciliating the aifeCtions of two nations, where the good and the 
bad, common to every place, are only divided by a rill fcarcely to be diftingui(hed ; 
but prcjud'ce for a time could find no merit but within its own narrow bourne. Some 
enlarged minds, however, determined to break the fafeination of erroneous opinion, to 
labc with their fcllo^V-fubjefls, and to inftru£t both' the great vulgar and the fmall, that 
the northern and fouthem borders of the Tweed created in their inhabitants ^ut a mere 

difference 
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difference without a diftinftion, and that virtue and good fenfe were equally eomnioh to 
both. At tliefe races the ftewards arefele£fed from each nation ; a Percy and a Douglas 
may now be feen hand in hand ; the example of charity fpreads, and may it fpread, with 
all its fwect influences, to the remoteft comer of our ifland !' 

What pleafing times to thofe that may be brought in contrail ! when every houfe 
w'as made dcfeiiiible, and each owner gartifoned againll.his neighbour; when revenge 
at one time diflated an inroad, and neceflity at another ; when the miHrefs of a caflle 
has prefented her fons with their fpurs to remind them that her. larder was empty ; and 
that by a forray they mull fiipply it at the expcnce of the borderers ; when every even- 
ing tlie ftiecp were taken from the hills, and the cattle from their paflure, to be fecured 
in the lower floor from robbers prowling like wolves for prey ; and the difappointed 
thief found all in fafety,. from the fears of the cautious owner. The following fimple 
lines give a true pidure of the times : 

Then Johnie Armftrong to JViIlie ’gan fay, 

BilliV, a riding then will we : 

England and us have been long ac feudj 
Pei haps we may hit on fome bootie. 

Then tbey^re come on to Hutton-ha, 

They fade that proper place about ; 

But the laird he was the wifer man, . 

For he had lett na geir without. 

Thefc were the exploits of' petty robbers ; but when princes diflated an inroad, the 
confequenccs bore a proportion to their rank. An Armftrong might drive away a few 
Iheep ; but when an Henry directs invafion, 192 towns, towers, ftedcs, barnekyns, 
churches, and baftel-houfes are burnt ; 403 Scots llain, 8 1 6 taken prifoners ; 10316 
ciUtlc, 1 2492 flieep, 1 296 nags and geldings, 200 goats, 200 bolls of corn, and inftght 
gcarc without meafure, carried off. Such were the fuccefles during four months of the. 
year 1544*.^ 

Crofs the river, turnalmoft due eaft, and after a ride of three or four miles find my- • 
fell at the extremity of the kingdom. I look back to the north, and with a grateful 
mind acknowledge every benefit I received from the remoteft of the Hebrides to the 
prefent I'pot ; whether I think of the hofpitaliry of the rich, or the eftbrts of unblameable 
poverty, flraining every nerve to accommodate me, amidft dreary hills, and ungenial 
Aries. The little accidents of diet, or of lodgings, affeft not me : I look farther than 
the mere differences of living, or of cuftoms ; . to the good heart, and extenfive benevo- 
lence, which foftens every hardfhip, and turns, into delicacies the groffeft fare.- My 
conflitution never yet was difpofed to apathy ; for which 1 can claim no merit,, but am 
thankful to the author of my frame, fince “ I feel not in myfclf thofe common antipa- 
thies that I can difeover in others : thofe national -repugnancies do not touch me, nor 
do I behold with prejudice the French, Italian, Spaniard, or Dutch, much more my 
fcIlow-fubje£ls, howfoever remotely placed from me. But where I find their actions • 
in balance with nay countrymen’s, I honour, love, and embrace them in fome degree. 

I was bom in the eighth climate, but feem to be framed and conftellated unto all : all . 
places, all airs, make unto me one country ; I am in England every where, and undes . 
every meridian V* 

Crofs an infignificant rill, called Riding-burn, and' enter Northumberland. 

* Haynt’t State i^apen, 43 to 51. -I Rdigio Medici, p. 13. , 
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P.ils through Carham, a village, on the fouthern banks of the Tweed. 'Hero was’a 
houlc ot black canons, a cell to that of Kirkham, in Yorklhire. It was burnt in 1296 
by the Scots, under Wallace, who gives name to this day to an adjacent field. Sec a 
fragment of Wark call le, once the property of the Rofies, originally granted by Henry 
III. * to Robert, fon of the Baron of Helmny. It pafied afterwards into the family of 
the Greys, who took their title from the place. After the union of the two kingdoms, 
by the acceflion of James I., Lord Grey’s eftate rofe from onethoufand to feven or.cight 
thoufand pounds a year f ; fo inftantly did thefe parts experience the benefit. 

It was often attacked by the Scots, and in 1296 was taken and burnt by them. The 
love ot a Robert de Rofs for a fair Scot occafioned this misfortune. He betrayed it to 
his northern neighbours, and then joined the famous Wallace J. In 138-5 it was again 
burnt by the Scots § ; but after the battle of Flodden, the garrifon revenged its former 
difgracc by cutting off numbers of the fug' ives. 

Leave behind us, on the northern fide ot the Tweed, Coldftream, the head-quarters 
of General Monk ; from whence he marched to rcflore monarchy to his diftrclTed 
country. On the fouthern fide is Cornhill, noted for its fine Roman camp |j, which wc 
pafied unwittingly on the left. This town lies in a large detached part of Durham, fur- 
rouiiilctl by Northumberland. 

All this country is open, deftitutc of trees, and almofl even of hedges 5 for hedges 
arc in their infancy in thefe parts, as it is not above (even or eight years fince they have 
been introduced. ”^1 he land is fertile, fw'ells into gentle rifings, and is rich in corn. It 
is mifcrably depopulated ; a few great farm-houfes and hamlet.s ap[)ear rarely feattered 
over the vaft trads. 'I'hero are few farms of lefs value than one hundred and fifty 
pounds a year ; they are generally three, four, or five hundred ; and I heard of one, 
poffcfl'cd by a fingle family, that even readied twenty-five hundred : in this was a fingle 
field of three thoufand acres, and which i^^ok fix hundred bolls of feed-wheat, of fix 
Winched er bufliels each. A humour fatal to the commonwealth prevails over many 
parts of the north, of flinging numbers of fmall ts ements into a large one, in order to 
fave the cxpence of 'building ; or perhaps to avoid the multiplicity of receipts, lay a 
whole country into a fhcep-w'alk. Theic devour poor men’s houfes, and expel the 
ancient inhabitants from their fire-fidcs, to feek their broad in a ftrange land. I have 
heard of a character (I h-ave forgot the fpot it curfes) that is too barbarous and infamous 
to be overlooked ; w hich has fo little feeling as to depopulate a village of two hundred 
fouls, and to level their houfes to the ground , to deltroy eight or ten farm-houfes on 
an eftate of a thoufand a year, for the fake of turninj, almoft the whole into a Ihcep- 
walk. There he lives, and there may he long live his own tormentor! detefting, dc- 
telled by, all mankind ! Wark and Lcarmouth, once confiderable places, are now 
fcarcely inhabited ; the laft, formerly a great market-town, is now reduced to a fingle 
iarm-houfe. I’he inhabitants have long fince been dilperfed, forced to exchange the 
wholefomc, the vigorous, the innocent lives of the rural oeconomifts, for the fickly 
fhort-lived eniploys of manufaflurers in Birmingham, and other great towns, where 
difeafe, and olten corrupted morals, caufe double the confumption of people as would 
happen, were they permitted to enjoy their ancients feats. The want of labourers be- 
gins to be I'enfibly felt. As a proof, they are retained by the year ; and policy didates 
to thciT employers, the affording .them good wages : each has his cottage, a piece of 
land, gratis, and a Ihilling a day in fumnier, and ten-pence in winter. I call this good 

• Du^Jale’s Baron, j. 554. | Lift of Lord Keeper (roildford. 139. ;}: Dugdale’i Baron. I. CC4. 
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pay m a country 'w-hich ought to be very cheap ; if not, what are the fine tflcfls of the 
great improvements? The Spe£lntor fpcaks much of the deferts oi‘ the man that raifis 
two ears of corn where one grew before. But who will point out the man who has the 
foul to make his poor brethren feel the happy effect of his art ? 1 believe, that at pr-.- 
fenl there are numbers who have r.iifed ten for one that were known a few years aj’o. 
It would be natural to fuppofc, that plenty v.ould introduce chcapnefs ; but till the pro- 
vidential plenty of the prefent year, corn was exadly double the value of what it wrs 
fourteen years paft. Yet the plenty of money has not been found doubled by the poor 
manufadurcr or labourer. The land-owner in the north has taken full care of hiiufelf. 
A farm of 75I. per annum, twenty years ago, has been lately fet for 7,65!., another (jf 
230I., willbe foon fet lor loocl. per annum. An cflate was bought in 1759, for 
6i)Ool., it confilled of 1560 acres, of vluca 750 have been fold for 8400I. And all 
tliefe improvements rc fult from (he unprincipled and iniquitous notion of making the 
buyer of the produce pay not only to latisfy the demand of the landlord, hut to enable 
the farmer to make a princely fortune, and to live with a luxury the fir.imc of the 
times. They have loft the refpedablo charader of the old Englilh yeomanry, by loo 
clo/e an imitation of the extravagant follies of their betters. 

The oxen of thefe parts are very fine ; a pair lias been fold for fixty-five pounds. 
The weight of one was a hundred and fixty-eight ftoncs. The mount lin ftieep are I’old 
for half-a-guinca apiece ; the lowland ewes for a guinea ; the wethers for a guinea and 
a half : the bell wool from fixteen to eighteen fliillings the (tone, of twenty-three pounds 
and a half: — But to purfue our journey 

Obferve on the right feveral very regular terraces cut on the face of a hill. They are 
moft exadly formed, a little railed in the middle, like a fine walk, and about twenty 
feet broad, and of a very cottfiderablc length. In fome places were throe, in others five 
flights, placed one above the other, terminating exadly in a line at each end, and moft 
prccifely finilhed. 1 am told, that l.ich tiers of terraces are not yncoininon in thefe 
parts, where they are called baulks. ]\ir. Wallis conjedurcs thorn to be places for the 
militia to arrange themfclves on in time of w'ar, that they might Ihew thomfelves to ad- 
vantage thus placed rank above rank *. Mr. Gordon deferibes feveral which hefaw in 
Scotland, which he conjedurcs to have been Roman, and formed for itinerary encamp- 
ments i ; in my opinion a lefs fatisfadory account. It appears more reafonable, that 
they were doftgncd for what Mr. Wallis imagines, as nothing could more highly gia- 
tlfy the pride ol a chieftain’s heart, in this warlike country, than to review, at one, 
glance, his vaflais place*! fo advantageoufly for that purpofe. 

Reach the village of I’alinlburne, and finding neither provifion fi-^r m.nn or horfe, 
have recourfe to the hofpitaliiy ol John Alkcw, Efq. ; of Palinfburne-Hall, where all 
our wants were relieved in the amplell manner. I'Vom his houfe we vifited Floddcn 
bill, celebrated in hillory for the greateft lofs the Scots every luflaincd. Here in 1313, 
encamped James IV. in hisill-advifed invafion of England. According to the cuilom ol 
the time, every chieftain had his fepkrate camp, whole veftiges are apparent ^o this day. 
Infatuated with the love of Lady Heron, of Ford, a neighbouring caftle he wafted his 
days in inadivity, and fuffered the fair Dalilah to vifit the Earl of Surry, *the general of 
bis enemy, under pretence of receiving from her intelligence of his motions. She be- 
trayed her credulous lover, vvhofe army dwindled by delay, of which clans were always 
impatient. The enemy unexpededly appeared before him ; he would neither permit a 

♦ Hitt. Nortliumberlanct, ii. 70^ Itinerary, 1 14, 1 15. 
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retreat, nor fuffer his gallant mafter of artillery to annoy them in their paffage over the 
Till •. Surry cut off his paffage into Scotland, and brought on the engagement, that 
the devoted prince fo much wifhed for ; it raged chiefly near Brankfton. ITie Scots 
formed a ring round tlieir monarch, and he fell with many wounds, furrounded by the 
dead bodies of his faithful nubility. Not a great houfe in Scotland but lamented the 
'lofs of its chieftain or near relation. I'he body of the king was enbahned, cered and- 
wrapped in lead ; and prefentod with the King’s gauntlet to Queen Catherine, then at 
the palace at Richmond. After excommunication uas taken off (on reprefentation 
that he gave figns of repentance t in his laft moments) he was interred in the abbey at 
Shene. On the diffolution, the. body was flung with great indecency into a lumber 
room, where it continued till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, where Stow lays he faw ir. 
Some workmen wantonly cut off the head ; which was preferved for fome lime by one 
Toungc, mailer glazier to her Majefty, who tired with it, gave it to the foxton of Sf. 
'Michael’s church, Wood-llrcet, to be buried among the vulgar bones of the charnel 
IioufeJ. Such pollhumous reipeft do the reliques of piinces receive! The Siots pre- 
tend that bis body was never found, anil that which was taken for it by the Engli/h, 
•vias that of one of his nobility ; for many on that fatal day dreffed themfelves in the 
fame habit. I'hey alledge, that the body found was not furrounded with the penitcniiai 
•chain § ; but it is pofCble, as Mr. Guthrie imagines, that lign of remorfe for his par- 
ricide was only worn on certain days. His fword and dagger are now in the Heralds 
•oflSce, prefented by the viiforious earl f|. 

Oftober lA. Pafs near l ord callle, now the feat of Sir John Delaval, pofffffed In 
'the reign of Henry 111 . by Odonel de Ford; and by the marriage of his daughter to 
William Heron, paffed into that family ^ : from tlieni to the Carrs ; from the Carrs to 
the prefent owner. 

Crofs Minefield plain, a flat of five n.iles extent ; obferve on one part a circular 
<camp, with a Angle fols and dike ; and oppofite to it, a fmall (quarc entrenchment. 
At the village of Millejield is faid to have been the refidence of the Kings of Bernicia 
•after Edwin **.. On the right is Copeland callle.; a fquare tower, formerly the feat of 
the Wallaces, but in our time transferred to the Ogles, by purchafe. Crofs the Glen, 
a linall river, but honoured with baptizing in its waters a multitude of Northumbrians, 
who y/ere converted by Paulinus, after King Edwin had embraced the faith ; the reli- 
dence of him and his queen being at that time at Adigefrin, the neighbouring Yever- 

ingtt- 

Pafs by Humblcdon 'bill, where, in 1401, the Scots under Arcltibakl, Earl ofHoug- 
las, received a fignal defeat by the Engiilh, commanded by Henry Percy, furnamed Hot- 
fpur, in -which Douglas was taken prifoner. On the hi;! are fome marks of entrench- 
ments, which the Scots flung up before the battle. The face of this hill is alfo di- 
vided by multitudes of terraces, refembling thofe above deferibed. 

Ride throug Wooler, a Ijtnall town. Obferve feveral of the people wear the bonnet, 
the laA remains of the Engiilh drefs in the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary. The hills 
on the right approach very near us, and the country'rifes on both Tides, and forms a 
mixture of corn-land and Iheep-walk. On the well appear the Cheviot hills, finouth 
•and verdant. Among them is laid the feene of the battle of Chevy-chace, in the cele- 
‘•brated ballad of that name, 'NotwithAanJing there is nothing but ballad authority for 

• UndeCay, 1 . 6. f Rymer’a Foedeniv xni p 3^5. % Stow's London, 4to« 939. 
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it, yet it is highly probably that fuch an action might have happened between two rival 
chieftains, jealous of the invafion of their hunting-grounds. The limits of the king- 
doms were then unfettled ; and even at this time, there are debateable lands amidfl: 
thefe very hills. The poet has ufed a licence in his defeription of the fight, and mixed 
in it fome events of the battle of Otterboume, for neither a Percy nor a Douglafs fell in 
this woful hunting. 

Turn three miles to the fouth-eafi to vifit Chillingham caftle, the ancient property of 
the Greys, afterwards Lords of Werk, now of the Earl of Tankerville. The prefent 
building is large, and of no greater antiquity than the time of James I. Here are num- 
bers of portraits, almoft entirely mifnamed. In the hall is the pidure of a toad, faid to 
have been found in the centre of the (lone it is painted on } and beneath are thefe lines : 

Heua Stagyrita^ 

Tuo fi velis quid mirabillua Eurlpo^ 

Hue veiilto. 

Fluanty refluantque mar!^ ct fit Lunatlcui 
C^i fuo triviam fpollat honorc : 

£n tibi novi quid, quod non portat Africa^ 

Neo fabulofis Nilus areniHy 
Ignem/ dammamque puram. 

Aura tamen vital! cailam !_ 

Coeco e recefTu fcilliy quod vides, faxi* 

Obitetriccs lucem Lithotomt dedere Manus 
Vivo Bufoni. 

In the park are between thirty and forty wild cattle, of the fame kind with thofe de- 
feribed at Drumlanrig. 

Pals over a dreary country, chiefly a flieep walk, open, and without trees } crofs the 
Till, a finall river, and on Hegely moor fee the odagonal fliaft of Percy's crofs, on 
whofe broader fides are carved the arms of the family, crefents and pikes. This was 
ereded in memory of Sir Ralph Percy, who was flain here, in 14,63, battle between 
the partizans of the houfe of Lancafler, and Lord Montacute. Lord Hungerford, and 
the other leaders, fled at the firft onfet ; he, with the fpiril of a Percy, kept his ground, 
and died, confoling himfelf, that he had “ faved the bird in his breaft meaning, that 
he had preferred his allegiance to Henry, never refleding, as the unglozing hif- 
toriaus * of old times remark, that he had abandoned that unhappy prince in his great- 
eft neceflity, andfubmitted to his rival, Edward. 

Near this crofs get on an ancient military road, mlcalled the Watling-ftreet, which 
runs north into Scotland, and fouth to Cotbridge. The northern part is better known 
by the name of the Devil’s'dike : but as there is not a fingle ftation on it, from the place 
it unites with the genuine Roman way near Beuclay, it may be fuppofed to have been 
the works of the Saxons, there being variety of little fortrelfes near its courfe. ' 

After a few miles riding, ftill into the vale of Whittingbam, inclofed with hedges of 
ancient ftanding. Leave, bn the right, the conic hill of Glanton-Pike, a noted beacon. 
Again crofs the Till, at this place*called the Bremilh. Ride through Whittingbam, a 
little town, on the Ain, (here a little ftream,) and, pafling over part of the black and 
difmal Rimfide moor, lie at a neat inn, called the Half-way houfe. * 

Odober a. Defccnd into a cultivated narrows vale : reach the fmall town of Roth- 
bury, feated on the Coquet, which, below the town, runs through a large extent of flat 
free-ftone rock, in a &t about forty feet long and five wide, through which the 
ftream ruflies with great violence, and has worn multitudes of tly>le curcular bafons 
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called the GiantVpots. This manor belonged to the Claverings ; a name taken from 
a place in EiTex, but their fird fetrlement was in this county. In the reign of Kinp; 
John, one of them, didinguiflied by the name of Fitz- Roger, obtained a grant of this 
manor, with the woods belonging ; but his majefty refei ved to himfclf the liberty of 
hunting in them. But the lait of the family refigning it to the crown, it was re>granted 
to the Percies, by Edward III. * 

Cr<>fs the Coquet, on a bridge of four arches; afeend a deep hill, and arrive in a 
wooillefs, heJgclels, and uncultivated country, which continues for fome miles ; the 
inclofurt’s either banks or done walls. Reach Catnhoe, a row of neat houfes on an 
eminence, where the country mends, and trees and hedges appear. Mr. Wallis f fays, 
it lignities the fort on the hill, and that in the reign of Henry III. it belonged to Sir 
Robert de Camhoe,high-dieriff of the county. 

Below it is Wallinglou ; a good houfe, belonging to Sir Walter Blacket, whofe 
ancellor purchafed it from the unfortunate Sir John Fenwick, beheaded in 1696, in 
whofe family it had been from the reigi>of Henry IV. After a few miles pats by Swin- 
bqrtie caille, eroding a little north of it, the true Watling-dreet way, which runs into 
the fhire of Roxburgh. At Chollerton, we crofs the Erring, a fmall dream, falling jud 
below into the north Tyne, a beautiful river, with doping banks, finely cu'tivated. At 
a fmall didance fouth of Chollerton, crofs the fite of Adrian's dike, and SeviTus’s wall, 
oppofite to Walwick, the ancient Cilurnum ; a Ration on the well bank of the Tyne. 
Here was dationed the body of horfe, or ala feemda JJiorum^ as appears by a fepulchral 
ilone, figured by Horfely J Several other monumental inicriptions have been found 
there, preferved by the fame author. This wall, which is commonly known by the name 
of the Pifts wall, erodes the ifland from fea to fea, beginning at Boulnefs § : on the Solway 
firth, and ending in a fort at Coufin's-houfe near the village of Wall’s-end, the old 
Segedunum, near the mouth of the Tyne, a few miles cad of Pons iElii, or Newcadle. 
The whole length of this vad work was fixty-eighth miles and three furlongs || ; the 
height, in the time df Bede twelve feet, exclufive perhaps of parapet. The thick- 
nefs, from feven to nine feet. It was guarded by a multitude of towers, generally within 
lefs than a mile didam from each other ; all of them fixty-fix feet fquare. Between every 
two of-thefe towers were four exploratory turrets, only four yards fquare : as thefe were 
within call, centincis were placed in them to give an alarm. Befidts thefe were feventeen 
fiations, at about four miles dillance from each other. Thefe are known by names fuch as 
Cilurnum, Procolitia, and the like. A military way w’as made by Severus, at the dime 
time with his wall, and ran from turret to turret, and was regularly paved 

JMore to adid my own memory, than to inform the reiKlcr, I may be permitted to 
name, in order of time, the number oi walls or defences, formed by the Romans, or 
repaired by them, in order to keep our northern fell' nv-fubjeds within bounds. The 
fird was the chain of forts, made by Agricola, from the firth of Forth to that of Clyde, 
in the year 81, to proted his conqueds from the incuiTioiis of* the Caledonians ; and, 
as Tacitus exprefles it, to remove them, as it were, ipto another iiland. 

The fecoiid was the vallum, or dike, flung up by Adrian, in the year 1 2 1 . Spartianff 
bears witnefs to this ; who informs u.s, that Adrian vifited Britain, reformed many 
things, and made a wall eighty mile^long, to feparatc the barbarians from the Romans. 

* Dugdalc’s Baronage, i. ic6, 109. f 11- 526. Northumberland, No, zxiv. 

^ Vide Voyage to the Hebrides. |i H'^rfely, 1 2 1. 
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This was made of earth and ftoncs. It terminated on the wertern fide of the kingdom, 
at Axelodunum, or Brugh, on the Solway funds, and was fuppofed to have reached no 
farther than PonsiElii, or Newcallle, on the cafloru. But by an account 1 very rc« 
ccntly * received from Mr. Robert Harrifon of that town, I find it extended on this fide 
as far as the wall of Severus. A broken Hone has lately been difeovered at Wall’sk-end, 
with this inferiptiou : 

ITADR 

MUR: COND 
HOC. MARM. 

POS : COiS. D. 

The third was alfo of earth, made in the year 138, by Lollius Urbicus, lieutenant 
to Antoninus, who recovering the country, once conquered by Agricola, built another 
turf-wall t on the boundary kit by that great general, and removed the Caledonians 
farther from the Roman province. This is jjroved not only by Capitolinus, but by 
the inferiptions from the Ihtlions in the courfeof it. 

The fourth in the year 2 t o, by Severus, as above deferibed. NotwithftaniPng bis 
hifiorian vaunts, that this emperor penetrated to the reniotell parts of the ifiand, he 
leemed to judge if prudent to reduce its limits to the vallum of Adrian, 

If we may credit Nennius, Carafius, in 290, repaired the wall of Severus, and forti- 
fied it with feven towers. A work feemingly needlefs, as it w'as before fo well fupplied 
with forts. It feems as if Nennius confounded the wall of Antonine with that of Se- 
verus, for immediately after mentioning the lalt, he fpeaks of Pengual, .and the river 
Cluth. The firft, being Kinniel, near the end of Antonine’s wall, on the firth of Forth ; 
and the Cluth, the Clyde, where it terminates on the wefiern coaft J. 

Theodofius, in 367, after driving the crowdsof Scott i,Attacotti, and other barbarous 
invaders out of the Roman province, repaired (he boundary, built new forts, and called 
the parts he had recovered, Valcntia, in honour of the Emperor Valens §. 

'I'he provinci:>l Britons, after they were relieved from their diftreffes, by the aflifi- 
ance of a Roman legion, in 426, once more repaired the wali of Antonine with turf ||, 
being ton ignorant to efieft it in any other manner. And, finally, by the advice of 
Gallic, and the help of a legion under his command, the wall of Severus was reftored ^ j 
a poor fecurity to the degenerate Britons after the retreat of the Romans. 

Proceed by the village of Wall, and from a rifing ground have a fine view of the 
river, now enlarged by the waters of the South Tyne. Pafs by Hermitage, the houfe 
of the late I'Jr. Jurin, the celebrated natural philofopher. In ancient times St. John of 
Beverley made the adjacent woods his retreat from the w'orld, which gave name to the 
place. Ford the river ; the beautiful bridge, lately fiuifhed, having been fwept away by 
the floods. Enter 

Hexam, the Haguflald of Bede, and Hextoldefham of the Saxons. Till the 3 ^d 
of Henry Vill. it was called a county palatine, but at that period was ftripped of its 
power. In ancient times it was R manor belonging to the fee of York, whole prelates 
had here a regality ami great powers. I’heir liberties were affirmed to them by the 
King’s council in parliament, in the lift of Edward I., and by a clauk’ in the 13th of 
Edward HI. had jura regalia, and the right ot levying tenths and fifteinthsl The 

♦ Au|Tuft 1775. f Capitolinus, Vit. Anton. Pli. c v. 

% i iift. Br. c. xlx. I am indebted to Mr Harrifon of Ncwcallic for the ftrldurcon Nennius, 
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n Gildaij f. IX, Bede, iibb u c. la. % Gildas, c« Bcdc, Lib. i. c, 12. 

3 R 2 paiiik 



492 P£KNAMT*S SECOND TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 

pariili was alfo caHed Hexamfhirc, having, till the 14 of Queen Elizabeth, been a dif> 
tind Ihire ; but in that year was united with the county of Northumberland. 

The towi) is ancient, finely feated on the fouthern banks, confiding of about five 
thoufand inhabitants, whofe chief manufa^urc is that of (hoes and gloves, and it alfo 
carries on a confidcrablc trade in tanning. But Hexham, like many other places, mud 
vaunt of the glory of pad times : in that of the Romans, it was probably a dation, if 
one may judge from the half-defaced inferiptions on certain dones that antiquaries have 
difeovered worked up in the walls of the vaults of the church * ; the moll curious of 
which is that infciibcd with the name of the Emperor Lucius Septimius Severus. 
Antiquaries for a time univerfally agreed, that this place was the Axelodunum of the 
Notitia ; but Mr. Horfely, with much reafon, removes it to Burgh, and conjedures 
that Hexham might have been the Epiacum of Ptolemy j. 

Very early in the Saxon time it grew didinguifhed by its ccclefladical fplendor. 
Hexham and the adjacent country were part of the crown-lands of the kings of Nor- 
thumberland, and fettled by king Egfrid, as dower on his queen Ethelreda. Wilfrid J, 
bifhop of York, obtained from the king a grant of it ; and here, prevailed on him to 
found a biflioprick, which faw but feven prelates, bring overthrown in the Danifli wars, 
about the year 821. But the magnificence of the church and monadery, founded here 
in 674, by Wilfrid, is fpoken of in the highed terms by ancient writers. They cele- 
brate the variety of the buildings, the columns, the ornamental carvings, the oratories, 
and the crypts ; they alfo relate the pains he was at to obtain artids of the greated Hull 
from different parts both at home and abroad. They mention the richnefs of covers 
for the altars, the gilding of the walls with gold and diver, and the noble library, col- 
le£i;ed with amazing indudry : in few words, fay they, there was not fuch a church to 
be found on this fide of the Alps. As this place differed greatly by the barbarity of 
the Danes, there is no vedige of the ancient church. The prefent building, which, 
when entire, was large and beautiful, is probably the work of I'homas the fecond arch- 
bilhop of York, to which fee it had been given by Henry I. The prelate, itruck with die 
defolation of the place, edablidied here in 1113 a convent of canons regular of Au- 
gudines. The architecture is mixed ; has much Gothic, and a little Saxon, and, in 
one part, the narrow lharp-arched windows, all which began to be in ufe about that 
reign. The tower is large, and in the centre ; the church having been in form of a 
Greek crofs ; but the wed end was quite demolilhed by the Scots in 1 296. The town 
was alfo plundered by David II. in 1346, but faved from the dames, as he intended it 
as a magazine for provifions. 

The infide is fuppofted by cludered pillars, with Gothic jirches ; the gallery above 
opens with Saxon arches, including in each two of the pointed kind. On the wooden 
ikveert before the choir is painted the dance of death ; in each piece the meagre mondcr 
is feizing a charader of every rank. Many other paintings, now much injured by time, 
adorned this part. Beneath the dance on a molding are twelve. f^uare pieces of wood ; 
(originally there were fourteen) on each is elegantly cut in relief and gilt, a certain 
capital letter,, and in every one a pretty cypher of other letters, which inay thus 
read. Orate pro anima Domini Thom : S. Prior hujus ecclrfta qui fecit hoc 
opKf.’*. The letters in italics are to lupply the parts, and are conjeftural to fupply the 
fenfe. 

• Hoilcly, 247. Gordon, 185, 185. f Horfely, 199. 3(?9. 

t F.ddii Vita S. Wilfridi, in Gale’# Colk^ion, iii. 4 a. See mote in that magnificent and accurate work, 
the Hillory of Ely, p. ■ , 2a, by the Rev. Mr. Bentham, to whom we arc fieft indebted for this notice from 
Richard of Hexham’t acoonnt of it. 
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The tomb of Alfwald I. king of Northumberland, affaffinated in 788, by Sigga one 
of his nobles, is (hewn beneath an arch, at the I’outh end of the north ead aifle. 

An IJmfravil lies recumbent, crofs-legg’d, the privilege of Croifaders. On 
his (hield are the arms of the family, who were great benefaftors to this abby. 
Here is alfo another knight, with the fame mark of holy zeal, mifcalled the Duke of 
Somerfet, beheaded here in 1643. (hield, three gerbes, (licw that 

the deceafed was not a Beaufort, who quartered the arms of England and France. 

In the choir is a beautiful oratory, of (lone below and wood above, mod cxquifitely 
carved, now converted into a pew. Near that is the tomb of a Religious, probably a 
prior. Above, in a (hield, are, in Saxon charadlers, tlie letters R. I., thefe being in 
many parts of the building, are probably the initials of fome of the pious benefadlors ; 
and about the fides arc fevcral mod ridiculous figures, the produfit of the fportive 
chid'el of the fculptor : an ape fitting on a done with its hand to its mouth ; a deformed 
figure in a clofe hood with a pendent tafl'el, and a hare, or fome other animal, in his 
bolbm, and other mondrous engravings of no pioaning or moment *. Againd a pillar 
Is a ridiculous figure of a barefooted man, with a great club, perhaps a pilgrim. 

Here is preferved the famous friddol, or dool of peace ; for whofoever took pofief- 
lion of it was fure of remiflion f. This place had the privilege of a fan£luary, which 
was not merely confined to the church, but extended a mile four ways and the 
limits each way marked by a crofs. Heavy penalties were levied on thofe who dared 
to violate this fanftuary, by feizing on any criminal within the preferibed bounds ; but 
if they prefumed to take him out of the (tool the offence was not redeemable by 
any fum ; it was elleemed botolofs, beyond the power of pecuniary amends ; and the 
odenders were left to the utmod feverity of the church, and fuffered excommunication, 
in old times the mod terrible of punilhments. 

Part of the monadery (till remains habitable. It was granted, on the diffolution to 
Sir Reginald Carnaby ; afterwards pafi'ed to ihe Fenwicks, and ladly to the Blackets. 
The convent gate is entire, and confifis of a line round arch. This is evidently of a 
much older date than any of the prefent remains of the convent. It is of Saxon archi* 
tenure, and perhaps part of the labours of the great Wilfrid. 

The town-houfe is built over an antient gate ; beyond that is , an old fquare tower, 
of three floors. The lowed has beneath it two dreadful dungeons, which, in this thievifit 
neighbourhood, before the acceflion, were feldom untenanted. 

The little rivulet Hexold, which runs by the town, would not merit mention, if it 
did not give name to the place. 

Oft. 4. Proceed eadwayd. About three miles from Hexham, crofs the Divil, on a 
bridge of two arches. On an eminence is a fquare tower, peeping pifturcfquely above 
the trees. This was part of the edate of the unfortunate Earl of Derwentwater, now 
veded in Greenwich Hofpital. On the batiks of this river was fought, in 1463, the 
bloody battle of Hexham, between the Lancadrians and Yorkids, in which the (ird 
were defeated. The meek Henry fled with fo great precipitation as to lofe his abacock, 
or cap fet with jewels, which wa*s carried to his rival at York. His faithful confort 
Margaret betook herfelf, with the infant prince, to a neighbouring fpred, where Ihe 

* Since tTie publication of my firft edition I procured dra\dngs of thefe figures which I ovei looked when 
1 was at Hexham, and took the account of tlicm by millii formation. On fight of the drawings 1 at once 
faw that they were no more than wl.at I mention above. * 

. f In the minilcr at Beverley is a ilool ot this kind, called by iIk fame name, and defiinej for the fame ufiv 

j Stevens’s Contin. Dugdale, ii. 13 5* * 

^ Bichard of as qyoteJ by Stavely, Hift. Cb. 173. 
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was futpounded with robbers, and fpoilcd of her jewels and rings. The darknefs of 
the night, and a difpute that nroPe among the banditti about the divifion of the booty, 
gave her opportunity of making a fecond efcape ; but while Ihe wandered, oppreffed 
with hunger and fatigue, another robber approached with a drawn fword ; her fpirit 
now proved her fafety. She advanced towards the man, and prefenting to him the 
young prince, called out to him, “ Here, friend, I commit to you the protection qF the 
fon of your King.” The man, perhaps a Lancaftrian, reduced by ncceflity to this 
courfe of life, was afleCted with her gallant confidence, devoted himfclf to her fervice, 
and concealed his royal charge till he found opportunity of conveying them beyond the 
reach of their enemies. 

Crofs at this place the Watling-ftreet, which runs dircClIy to F.bchefier, the ancient 
Vindoniana ; pafs the Tyne, on a bridge of feven arches, near whole northern end is 
Corbridge, a Ona 11 town, but formerly confidcrable, for Leland fays, that in his time 
were the names of diverfe llreets, and great tokens of old foundations. Near Cor- 
bridge is Colchcller, a flation on the line of the wall, the old Corllopitum ; the Ro- 
man way paflls through if, and was continued on the other Ihnre by a bridge, whofe 
mins Lelaiul was informed of by the vicar of the parifli. Mr. Horfley acquaints us, 
that ovi-n in his lime Ibrne veftiges w-cre to be fecn *. A little above is the final! 
ftream of Corve ‘I*. Leland, p. 212 , of the fccond volume of his Colledanea, relates, 
that King John, when he v.'as at Hexham, caufed great fcarch to be made after a trea- 
fure, he had heard was hidden here, but to his difappointment found nothing but 
Roues, old brafs wire, iron, and lead.. Abundance of antiquary treafurcs have been 
found here fince : ainong others, an infeription to Marcus Aurelius Antoninus j an- 
other commemorating a cohort, that made part of the wall } here is alfo a figure of 
Viflory, holding in her hand, 1 think, a flag. But the moll curious antiquities are the 
two Greek inferiptions, and the filver plate found in the adjacent grounds. The in- 
feriptions are on two altars. 'I'he firfi is mentioned, in the former part of this journey ; 
and was ereCted by Fulcher to the goddefs Aflarte. 'I he other, in the pofleffion of 
the Duke of Northumberland, is adorned on one fide with a wreath, on the other, with 
an ox’s head and a knife ; and creCtsd, as the infeription imports, by the chief prieltefs 
Diodora, to the '1') rian Hercules J. 

The other antiquity, which is alfo in his Grace’s cabinet, is of matchlefs beauty and 
rarity : it is a piece of plate of the weight of a hundred and forly-eight ounces, 
of an oblong form, twenty inches by fifteen §, with a margin enriched with a 
running foliage of \ine haves and grape.®. The hollow is about an inch beneath. In 
this is a fine afl'cn.blage of deities. polio appears firfi, Aanding at the door of a 
temple, with wreathed pillars, with capitals of the leaves of Acanthus. In one hand is 
his bow, in the other a laurel branch. . His feet ftand on a feeptre, and near that his 
lyre refts agaiiill one of the columns. Beneath him is a fun-flower, the emblem of 
Fhoebus, and a griffin that poets couple to his chariot. 

Ac fi Pi'Celnis adi-ft, « fieni* gryplia jugakm 

Kipl non tripoc^as rtptltns diiluifit nb axe 

'J une fyl'w, CtAVniAM. vi. Conf. Honorii. 

Vefia fits next to him, veiled and cloathed with a long robe ; her back leans againfia 
roi.nd pillar, with a glebe on the top, and under her the altar, flaming with eternal fire. 

♦ 1 tin V 1:2 T Ibid. 

J Hi.iflty, f 'ortliuf^ bcriand, p. 246. Aicl.aclrpin, vol. h. f.2, 98* vol. jii, 324/ 

( Tbia dtfcifpiigu is bon owed from ihc ks;rucd Mr. Gait’s account^ ai.d thp print by Mr Wi'k 

1 /am bhafio. 
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Ceres ftands next, with her hair turned up, and tied behind ; over her forehead a 
leaf, an emblem of vegetation, and in one hand a blunted fpear. Her robe and arti- 
tude are elegant. The other hand points to her neck, and pafles through a pendent 
fillet, hanging below her breaft. Beneath her feet, and that of tlie fucceeding 
figure, are two ears, perhaps of corn, but fo ill executed as to leave the matter i:i 
doubt. 

Minerva is placed with her hack fo Ceres. Her figure is by no means equivocal : her 
helmet, fpear, (hield, and the head of Medufa on her bread, fullicienlly mark the god- 
defs. Her right’hand is lifted up, as if pointing to another figure, that of Diana, 
drefl'ed and armed for the chace. Her lower garment is Ihort, not reaching to her 
k'leo ; over that flows a mantle, falling to the middle of her kgs, and hanging gracefully 
over one arm. Her legs drefl'ed in bulkins : 

Talia fuccin^ta pinj^'jnttir crufa Dianae 

Cum fcquitur forttSf fortior ipfa feras. 

One hand extends her bow towards Minerva, ftte other holds an arrow ; between them 
is a tree branching over both of them, with feveral birds perched on if ; among them 
that of Jove, immediately over the head of Minerva, perhaps to mark her as the 
daughter of that deity. On the fide next to Diana is an altar, with a fniall globular 
body on it ; probably as my learned antiquary imagines, libamina ex farre^ tnelle ct oleo. 

One leg of that goddefs is placed over a rock, on whofe fide is an urn, with a co- 
pious dream flowing from it. The rock and tree recal into Mr. Gale’s mind, the ad- 
drefs of Horace, to the fame deity : 

Montiiim cuftos nemoruinque vIrgo. 

Between the rock and the altar of eternal fire is a grey hound, looking up to her, 
and a dead deer j both belonging to this goddefs of the chace. 

Mr. Gale imagines it to have been one or ttie lances, or facrificing plates, fo often 
paentioned by Virgil, on which were placed the lefl'er viftims : 

Dona feruiu^ cumulantquc oncratis laiicibus araa. 

Continue our ride by the fide of the Tyne. Reach Bywell, a fmall village, feated 
in a manor of the fame name, which Guy de Baliol was inverted with by William Ru- 
fus •, and which Hugh de Baliol held af terwards by the fervice of five knights* fees, 
and finding thirty Ibldiers for the defence of Ncwcartle upon Tyne, as his ancertors had 
done from their firrt polfejlion f. 

Near the village is a h.indfome modern houfe, the feat of Mr. Fenwick. A little far- 
ther is a fquare tower, built by the Nevils, fuccelTors to the Baliols, which was forfeited 
by the rebellion of the Earl of Weftinoreland, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. At 
that time it was noted for a manufacture of bits, ftirrups, and buckles, for the ufe of the 
borderers. At the fame time, fuch was the unhappy fituation of the place, that the in- 
habitants, through fear of the thieves of Tynedale, were obliged-“nightly, in fummer 
as well as winter, to bring their cattle and Iheep into the ftreet, and to keep watch at 
the end ; and when the enemy approached, to make hue-and-cry to rftuze the jjeople 
to fave thfeir property J. As this was a dangerous county to- travel through, the te- 
nants of every manor were bound to guanl the judge through the precindls, but no 
farther. Lord chief jurtice North deferibes his attendants with long beards, fhort cloaks, 

* Dagdale’i Baron, i. gxj, ^ Blount't Ancient Tcnurei, 14. ^ Wallis, ii. 148. 
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Ions; bafket'hilted broad fwords, hanging from broad belts, and mounted on little horfes, 
lb thdt their legs and fwords touched the ground at every turning. His lordlbip alfo 
informs us, that the Iheriff prefented his train with arms, i. e. a dagger, knife, penknife, 
and fork, all together *. 

A little beyond Bywell are the piers of an old bridge. I have been informed that 
workmen have remarked, that thefe piers never had any fpring of arches, the fuper^ 
ftrufture therefore muft have been of wood. Two or three miles farther is the village 
of Ovingham, in which a cell of three black canons f , belonging to the monaltery 
of hlexham, founded by Umfranvil, batph of Prudhow, the ruins of whofe callle make 
a fine objeft on the oppofite bank of the river. 'I'his family came into England with 
the Conqueror, who bellowed on Robert with the Beard the lordlhip of Riddefdale, to 
be held for ever by the fervice of defending, the country againll thieves and wolves writh 
the fame fword with which William entered Northumberland J, and the barony of 
Prudhow, by the fervice of two knights fees and a half. Odonel de Umfranvil, in 1 1 74, 
fupported in this caftle a fiege again!! William I. of Scotland, who was obliged to retire 
from before the place, but probably not without damaging the callle ; for we find this 
fame Odonel accufed of opprelling and plundering his neighboui*$ in order to repair 
the roof. It continued in the family till the reign of Henry VI., when on the death of 
the laft it fell by entail to the § Tailboys, a Ihort-lived race ; for on the execution of 
Sir William, after the battle of Hexham, it became forfeited to the crown. The Duke 
of Northumberland is the prefent owner ; his right is derived from the Percies, who 
poifelTcd it for fome ages (admitting a few interruptions from attainders, to which the 
name was fubjeft), but from which they had the merit of emerging with lingular 
honour. 

Ride for fome miles along the rail-roads, in which the coal is conveyed over to the 
river, and pafs by numbers of coal-pits. The whole road from Corbridge is the mod 
beautiful imaginable, on the banks- of the river, which runs through a narrow vale, in- 
clofed and highly cultivated. In fome parts the borders are compofed of meadows or 
com fields, flanked by Hopes covered with wood. In others the banks rife fuddenly 
above the water, cloathed with hanging groves. The country is very populous, and 
feveral pretty feats embellifh the profpeds : the back view to the fouth foon alters to 
barren and black moors, which extend far into Durham, and are, as I am informed, 
almoft pathlefs. 

Reach Newbum, a place of note preceding the conqueft. In thefe parts prefided 
Copfi, created by William Earl of Northumberland, after expelling Ofulf, a governor, 
fubdituted by Morcar, the preceding Earl. Ofulf being defeated, and forced into 
wroods and deferted, gathered new forces, obliged Copfi to take refuge in the church, 
which he fet on fire,feized him as he Ihunned the flames^ and cut off his head j|. 

In the laft century this village was infamous for the defeat of the Englifh, in 1640, 
Iby the Scots, who paffed through the deep river in the face of our army, drawn on the 
oppofite bank ready to receive them. A panic feized our forces and their commander ; 
with this difference, the troops were afhamed of their Bight, and wilhed to repair their 
difgrace, and tc revenge it on a foe that hardly credited its own fuccefs ; but the timid 
genei^l, uninfluenced by the fame fenfe of honour, never afterwards turned. his free to 
the enemy 

* Life of Lord Keeper Guildford. 139, 140. t Tanner’s Monad. 394. 

X Dogdale’s Baron' i. 504. C Idem, jo8. 11 Idem ill, part of this journey. 

9 Chreadon, i. 144. Whlftlock, 35. 
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At this place quit the river, and after afcending a bank, reach the fine road that ex* 
tends from Carliflc to Newcaftle, almoft following the courfe of the wall. 

At a mile’s diftance from Newcaftle pufs over the file of Condcrcum, the modern 
Benwt'l, where feveral infcriptions have been found, prefervcd in Horfcly. The mod 
remarkable is the altar, dedicated to Jupiter Dolichenus, who is fuppofed by antiquaries 
to prcfide over irommincs *. Oppofitc to this place the Derwent difcharges itfelf into 
the Tyne. 

Reach Newcaftle, a vaft town, feated on the ftcep banks of the coaly Tyne, the Vedra 
of Ptolemy, joined by the bridge to Gatcftiead, in Durham, and appears as part of it. 
The lower llrcets and chares, or alleys, arc extremely narrow, dirty, and in general 
ill-built; confiding often of brew-houl'cs, malt-houfes, granaries, warehoufes, and cel> 
lars. The keclmen chiefly inhabit the fuburb of Sandgate and the North-lhore, a mu- 
tinous race, for which rcafuu the town is always garrifoned. In the upper part are 
feveral handfome itrccts. 

The origin of this place is evidently Romaq, like that of many of our great towns 
and cities. This was the Pons iElii, a ftatioti on the line of tile wall, where the Ro- 
mans had a bridge to the oppofite lliore. No altars or infcriptions arc exrant to prove 
the name ; a ^reat and populous town has covered the ancient fite, and deftroyed or 
abforbed into it every veftige of antiquity. Some part of the wall, which pafled through 
the fpace now occupied by the prefent buildings muft be excepted ; for workmen have 
in the courfe of digging the foundations of new houfes, ftruck on parts of it. There 
is alfo (hewn at Pandon gate the remains of one of the ancient mural towers ; and at the 
Carpenter's tower was another. As old as Pandon gate, is a common proverb in thefe 
parts, which (hews its reputed antiquity. The wall had paflTed from the weft, through 
the Vicarage gardens, the Groat market, the north part of St. Nicholas’s church, and 
from thence to Pandon gate. 

After the Romans had deferted this ifland, it is not probable that this ftatton fliould 
be entirely dcfolated ; but we know nothing relating to it from*that period, for fome 
centuries from that great event, befides a bare name, Monk-chefter ; which (hews that 
it was poflelfed by the Saxons, and noted for bdng the habitation of religious men. 
Thefe proved the victims to the impious barbarity of fome unknown enemy, who ex- 
tirpated throughout thefe parts every houfe of devotion. In all Northumberland there 
was not a monaftery ; fo that in 1074, when Aldwin, Alfvin, and Remfrid f, made their 
holy vifitation to this place, they fcarcely difeovered even a church ftanding, and not a 
trace of the congenial pietifts they expeded to find. Their deflrudion muft have been 
early ; for the venerable Bede, who died in 735, takes no notice of the place, though 
he mentions Jarrow a convent, on the fouthem fide of the Tyne, not remote from 
it. The ruin therefore of the place cannot be attributed to the Danes, whofe firft in* 
vafion did not take place till after the death of that hiftorian. 

It continued-an inhabited place in the year 1080, when Robert Courthofe, fon to 
William the Conqueror, returning from his expedition againft Scotland, halted here 
with his army, and then built the prefent tower, that goes by his name ;* and changed 
at the fame time that of Monk-chefter into Newcaftle, whether from tjje novelty of the 
building, or in oppofition to fome ancient fortrefs, the work of the Romans or Saxons, 
is not certain. From this time may be dated the* importance of the place ; for the ad- 
vantage of living in this border country, under the fecurity of a fortrefe, foon caufed a 

• Horfclf, 309. * Hollii'fhed, iii. p. 11. 

^ Hift. Bed. lib. T.,c. 31 . p. 310 . Viu CudOLivti, c. 35. p.a54. 
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refort of people. If it is true that David I. (who was pofll’ITcd of it as Karl of Northum- . 
berland) founded here two monafterit-s and a nunnery *, it was a place of note before 
the year 1 1 53, the time of that prince’s death. 

The walla of Newcaftle are pretty entire, with ramparts of car h w'ifhin, and a fofs 
without. Leland t informs us, that they were begun in the reign of Ktiward I., and 
completed in that of Edward III. He aferibes the origin to the misfortune of a rich 
citizen, who was taken prifoner by the Scots out of the middle of the town. On his 
redemption, he endeavoured to prevent for the future a fimilar difaftcr ; for he imme- 
diately began to fecure his native place by a wall ; and, by his example, the reft of the 
merchants promoted the work} and it appears that in 19 -Eduard 1. they obtained the 
royal licence for fo falutary an end J. 'I'he circuit of the walls are rather more than 
two miles ; but at prefent there are very confiderable buildings on their outfi'des. All 
the principal towers are round : there are generally two machccollatcd towers between 
every two, which projedl a little over the wall. 

Robert’s tower was of great ftrengtb, .fquare, and furrounded with two walls ; the 
height eighty-two feet ; the fquare on the outfide fixty two by ftfty-fuur ; the walls 
thirteen feet thick, with galleries gamed out of them : within was a chapel. Not long, 
after the building it w'as befieged, on the rebellion of Robert Mowbray agalnft William 
Rufus §, and taken. The town was taken by treachery by the Scots in 1 135, or the 
firft year of King Stephen, nor was it reftored to the fenglilh before 1 156, when, at 
Chelter, Malcolm IV. ceded to Henry 11 . the three northern counties. From that time 
neither caflle nor town underwent any fiege, till the memorable one in 16*44,' when,, 
after a leaguer of two months, it was taken by ftorm by the Scots, underthb Earls- of 
Callendar and- Leven. 

There were feven gates to the city : that of Pandon, or PampeJon, is mod Remark- 
able, leading to the old town of that name, united to N.'vvcuftie in 1 299. It is faid that 
the Kings oi Northumberland had a palace here, and that the houfe was called Pandon- 
hall 11- ‘ 

This town was frequently the rendezvous of the Englifti barons, when fummoned on 
any- expedition againft Scotland; and this was alfo the place of interview between the 
znonarchs of each khiffdom for the adju-fting of treaties. The Kings of England refided ' 
at the Side, an appendage to- the caftle, fince called Lumley-place, being anerwards the 
habitation of the Lords Lumlies. The kings and nobility of Scotland refided at the 
Scotch inn ; the Earls of Northumberland at a great houfe of the (ume name } and the 
Nevils 'had another, ftyled Weftmoreland -place. 

The religious hnufeswere numerous ; the nmft ancient was jrnunnery, contemporary 
with the conqueft^,to which Agas,' mother to Margaret Queen of Scotland, and Chrif- 
tian her filler, retired after the death of Malcolm, at Alnwick; Near the diftbltidori, 
here were ten nuns of the Benedi^ne order, whofe revenues amounted but to thirty, 
fix pounds per annum. • - 

Soor as thefe fitters w-ere, they were more opulent, than the Carmelites, or white 
friars, founded here by Edward I., whofe income amounted but to nine pounds eleven 
and four-pence, tp fupport a prior, feven friars, and two novices found there at the 
Reformation .ff. 

• Tanner. 301, Keith f Leland’a Itinerary; t. 115. J Gardner’s Eagli/h CricT-inces, c. 'ivi 

J Bouine, 110. H lb. i ja, 138. .q.. Tanner, 391. •• Xelaad’sCwlleet. ii. f.i. 
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In t>iG rlofe of this houfc was a fraternity, -ftyled the brethren of the , penance of 
J fus Chrift, or the brethren of the fack, to whom Henry III. gave the place called 
the Calgarth. 

The Dominicans had a houfe founded by Sir Peter Scot, firft mayor of NevvcaOIe, 
and his fon, about the middle of the 13th century. At the dilTolutiou here were a prior 
and twelve friars. The remains of this houfe are engraven by Mr. Grofe. 

The Francifeans, or grey friars, had an el’abliflinicnt here, founded by the family 
of the Carli'dsin the time of IJenry HI. In this place Charles I. was confined afte. lie 
had put himfelf into the bands of his Scotrli fubjefts : part is ftill remaining, and with 
fome additional building, the refidence of Sir Walter Blackct. The famous Dur.s Sco- 
tus, the Doftor Subtilis, was of this houfe. He oied of an apoplexy, was too hiddenly 
buried, and coming to life in his tomb, dalhed out his brains in the laft ftrugglc. 

'rhemonallery of Auguflincs w'as founded here by a Lord Rofs of Werk, in the reign 
of Edward I. 

When the grievous difteniper of the leprofy* raged in tlicfo ki.ngdoms the piety of our 
anceftors erefted afyla for thofe poor wretches who were driven from the fociety of 
mankind. Henry I. founded an hofpital here for their reception ; and fixed a mailer, 
brethren, and filters; but when this difeafe abated, the h(m!b was appointed for the 
poor vifited with the pcftilence ; a fcourge that heaven in its fiivour has freed us from. 
Here were befidcs four other hofpitals, founded for the pious purpofes of redeeming 
the captive, for the reception of pilgrims or travellers, for the relief of diftrclTed clergy, 
or the interring of the poor. Each of thefe in general the ellablillunent of individuals : 
our prefent foundations the united charity of the mites of multitudes. How unequal 
are the merits ! 

But the jnorc modern charities in this town are very confiderable ; firft, the general 
infirmary for the fick of the counties of Durham, Northumberland, and Newcallle, 
which, from its infiitution to 1771, has difebarged, cured, about thirteen thoufand 
;»atients. The fecond is the lying-in hofpital, for married women ; and another charity 
for the fupport of thofe who lie-in at their own houfes. Thirdly, a public holpital, for 
the reception of lunatics. Fourthly, the keelmen’s hofpital, a fquare building, with 
cloiftqrs, founded in-iyca by the poor keelmen, who allowed a penny per tide for that 
piirpofe. Befides thefe arc numbers of charity-fchools, and hofpitals for the reception 
of the aged of both fexos. 

Ihc tower of St, Nicholas’s church is very juAly the boaft of the inhabitants. Its 
height is a hundred and ninety-four feet ; round the top are feveral moft elegant pin- 
nacles, from whofe bafe fpring feveral very neat arches, that fupport the lanthorn, an 
open edifice, ornamented with other pinnacles of uncommon lightriefs. The church 
iv.'js originally founded in the reign of Henry I. • The tower, built in the time of Henry 
VI. by Robert Rhodes ; and on the bottom of the belfry is an entreaty to pray for the 
foul of the founder. 

The exchange contains variety.of apartments, and alfo the courts of juftice for the 
town. The front towards the river is enriched with two feries of columns, and is of 
the architeflure of the period of James I. The builder, Robert Trollop, is buried op- 
pnfite to i^t in the church-yard of Gatefbead. His ftatue pointing towards the. exchange 
jtood formerly over his grave, with thefe lines under his feet ; 

I Vre ’lies Robett Trollop, 

Who ni3il€ yon lionet n)U-up. 

Wltcr. tlciith took hUfouKup, 

Hii body filled this hole-up. 

332 
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Newcadle is divided into four parifhes, with two chapels and about a doz'd! meet* 
ing-houfes, and is a county cunt i ning a fmall didrid of ten miles circuit ; a privilege 
bcdowed on it by Henry IV. , rendering it independent of Northumberland. It hrfl; 
font members to parliament in the reign of Edward I. f, and was alfo honoured with 
the fword of date. It is a corporation, governed by a mayor, flierilF, and twelve alder- 
men. Their revenues are conliderable. An annual allowance is made to the mayor of 
a thoUfand pounds, befides a coach, fumifhed mannon-houfe, and fervants : he has alfo 
extra allowanc,-s for entertaining the judges on their circuit, who lodge at the mayor*8 
hnufe. The Iberiff has alfo a handfoine allowance for a public table. The receipts of 
the corporation in Oftober 1774 were 20360!. 9s. 8d. ; the difburfements 19,445!. It 
is reckoned that between this town and Gatelhead there are thirty thoufand inhabitants, 
excluiive of thofe who live on each fide of the river, adjacent to thofe places J The 
exports are very confiderable, confifting of coals, lead, glafs, fait, bacon, falmon, and 
grinding-ftones. Here are not fewer than fixteen glafs-houfes, three fugar houfes, 
great manufactures of fteel and iron, bdfides thofe of wrought iron at Swalwell, three 
miles up the river : alfo another of broad and narrow woollen cloth, which is carried 
on with great fiiccefs, and not fewer than thirty thoufand firkins of butter are annually 
fent abroad ; and of tallow, forty thoufand hundreds. 

The great export of this place is coal, for which it has been noted for fome centuries. 
It is not exadly known at what time that fp?cies of fuel was firfi dug : it is probable 
that it was not very early in general ufe. That the Romans fometimes made ufe of it 
appears in our former volume ; but fince wood was the fuel of their own country, and 
Britain was over-run with foreits, it was not likely that they would pierce into the bowels 
of the earth for a lefs grateful kind. But it was exported to foreign parts long before 
it was in ufe in London } for London likewife had its neighbouring forefls. We find 
that in 1234 Henry III. confirms to the good people of Newcafile the charter of his 
father. King John, granting them the privilege of digging coals in the Cafile-moor, and 
converting them to their own profit, in aid of their fee-farm rent of a hundred a year^; 
which moor was afterwards granted to them in property by Edward III. The time of 
the firft exportation of coals to London does not appear. In 1307, 35 Edward I., 
they were confidered in the capital as a nuifance ; for on the repeated complaints of 
prelates, nobles, commons of parliament, and inhabitants of London, againfl: the ftench 
and fmoke of coals ufed by brewers, dyei^, and other artificers, the King ifliied out 
his proclamation againfl; the ufe of them ; which being difregarded, a commiflion of 
oyer and terminer was ilfued to punifli the difobedient with fines for the firfl offence, 
and lor the fecond, by the deflruClion of their furnaces ||. "In 1379 we find that their 
ufe was not only tolerated, but their confumption made beneficial to the flate ; for in 
that year a duty of fixpence per ton each quarter of a year was impofed on Ihips coming 
from New-caftle^. In 1421 the trade became fo important as to engage the regula- 
tions of government, and orders were given about the lengths of the keels, fo that the 
quantity of coal might beafceriained. From that period the commerce advanced con- 
tinually. llie prefent flate may be colleded from the following view of the fhipping : 

r 

♦ If Gatefliead is included, five pariflies ard four chapels. t Willis, ili. 95. ^ % Hulton’sMap, 177^. 

S Anderfon^s Hift of C(»mmcrcc, u iii. 188. Henry III.p ammipr other privileges, granted by charter 
to the mtrehantfi of Newcaiile and their heirs, that no Jew fliould ftay or dwell in their town* MadoXy 
Exfh vol i. edition ’7^9i p. 2'j9. ^ ^ 

II blow's Chroa, k 69. Pryane on Coke's InditutCy 182* ^ Foedcray vii. zzOt 
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SOI 


Ships. 

35^5 

363 


Tons. 

689,090 

49,124 


Chatdr. coals. 
330,200 
21,690 


Cwt. lead. 

**3»37o coal! trade. 
30,064 foreign parts. 


Tot. 3948 73 M »4 35»>890 » 53 » 434 * 

There are about twenty-four confiderable collieries, which lie at different didances, 
from five to eighteen miles from the river. The coal is brought down in waggons 
along rail roads, and difeharged from certain covered places called Staiths, built at tHc 
edge of the water, into the keels or boats, which have the advantage of the tide flowing 
five or fix miles above the town. 

Thefe boats are drong, clumfy, and oval, and carry twenty tons a-piece. About four 
hundred and fifty are condantly employed ; they are fometimes navigated with a fquare 
fail, but generally by two very large oars : one on the fide, plied by a man and a boy ; 
the other at the dern, by a fingle man, ferving both as oar and rudder. Mod of thefe 
keels go down to Shields, a port near the mbuth of the river, about ten miles from 
Newcadle, where the large (hips lie } for none exceeding between three and four hun- 
dred tons can come up as high as the town. 1 mud not omit that the imports of this 
place are very confiderable. It appears that, in 1 77 1 , 

810 fhips, carrying 77,880 tons, from foreign parts. 

140 18,650 coafting trade. 


950 96,530 

were entered at this port ; and that the cudoms for coal amount to 41,000!. per annum, 
befides the 15,000!. paid to the Duke of Richmond, at one Ihilling per chaldron on all 
fent coadways. 

Leave Newcadle, and crofs the Tyne in the ferry-boat. Midway have a, full view of 
the ruins of the bridge, and of the dedru£lion made by the dreadful flood of November 
1771, which bore down four arches, and twenty-two houfes, with fix of the inhabitants : 
one of the houfes remained for a time fufpended over the water ; the flirieks of the 
devoted inmates were for a long fpace heard, without the poffibility of affording them 
relief. 

This bridge was of done, and had dood above five hundred years. It confided firfl 
of twelve arches, but by the contraftion of the river by the quays on the northern fide, 
was reduced to nine. The houfes on the bridge were generally built at didances from 
each other. About the middle was a handfome tower, with an iron gate, ufed by the 
corporation for a temporary prifon. At the fouth end was (formerly) another tower, 
and a draw-bridge. 

By the ancient name of the ftation on the northern bank. Pons .£lii, it is evident 
that there had been a bridge here in the time of the Romans ; and I am informed that 
there are dill vediges of a road pointing direflly to it from Chcfter>le-(lreet. I 
cannot help thinking that part of the Roman bridge remained there till very lately ; for, 
from the obfervation of workmen upon the old piers, thofe, as well as»the piers of the 
bridge at Bywell, feem originally to have been farmed without any fprings for arches. 
This was a manner of building ufed by the Romans ; witnefs the bridge built over the 
Danube by Trajan t* at Severin, twenty Hungarian miles from Belgrade, whofe piers I 

• . . • 

* HuttonS Map, 1771. f Brown’s Travdi, 3. Montfiiacon, Antiq. iv. part a. p. 185. tab. cxt. 
Brown, by miftake, attributes U to Adrian. 

believe 
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believe ftill exifl, *, Adrian was probably the founder of the bridge at Newcaflle, which 
was called after his family name Pons in the faine manner as Jerufalem was ftyled 
iEHa Capitolina, and the games he iriflituted at Pincum, in Moefia, .Uliana Pincenfia. 
The coins difcovered on pulling down fome of the piers, in 1774, confirm my opinion. 
'Several were difcovered, l>ut only three or four refcued from the hands of the workmen. 
All of them arc coins pottcrior to the time of Adrian, probably depofited there in fome 
later repairs. One is a beautiful Faullina the elder, after her deification ; her forehoatl 
■is bound with a finall tiara ; her hair full, twkletl, and dri fTid a la moderne ; round i« 
iiifcribed “ Diva Fauflina.” On the reverfe is Ceres, with a torch in one hand, and 
ears of corn in-the other : the inpT'ipiion, ** Augufla, S. C.** 

The next has the laureated head of Antoninus Pius. On the reverie, Apollo, with 
a patera in one 'hand, a pleclrum in the other; the legend fo much deiaced as to b<; 
illegible. 

'I'he third is of Lucius iVerns (like that of Fauftina, after confecration). On.the re- 
verfe is a magnificent funeral pile, and jhe word, Confecratio, S. C.” 

The original Aiperftruflure of this bridge was probably of wood, like that over the 
Danube ; and continued, made with the lame material,- for fcveral centuries. Notice 
Js taken of it in the reign of Richard I., when Philip PoiOiers, bilhop of Durham, gave 
.licence to the burgelfcs of Gatefhcad to give wood to whomfoever they pleafed, to lx? 
{pent about the riyesr Tyne ; which is fuppofed to mean in the repairs of the bridge and 
./|uay on the part belonging to Durham ; for one third belongs to the bifli^'p, and two 
to the town : fo that, after it was deftroyed in 1 048 by a furious fire, the bilhop and 
the town united in the expence of building the ftone bridge, of which this calamity was 
the origin. The prelate (Walter Kickham) had the advantage in this; for, armcfl 
with fpiritual powers, he iflued out indulgencics from all penances to every one tliat 
would alfift either with money or -labour. The town alfo applied to other bilhops far 
their alfiftance in promoting fogood a.wwk-; and ihey, in coufequence, granted their 
indulgencics : but then the clergy of the north were cirefted by their archdeacon, to 
prefer the indulgencics of their own prelate to any other. In the end both parties fue- 
cceded, and the money raifed was given to Laurentius, mafter of the bridge. 

The boundaries of the bridge were ftriflly preferved. Edward 111. by writ, 133 .1, 
•forbids the mayor and Iheriffs of Newcaftle to fuffer their (hips to lie on the fouthern 
fide. And feveral other proofs may he brought of the ftrift obfervance of thefe rights 
of the bilhop. By the calamity of November 17th, 1771, this part of the bridge was 

• Severin is a ruined place, a few miles above the remains of Trajan’^ bridge, which are ftill exiftiiig 
about five Englilh miles below Demirkapi, or the Iron Gate. This is a narrow paiTage 'in the Danube. A 
quarter of an hour’s walk from thefe remains is an old ruined csftle on the northern fliore ; and the next 
place below it is called Tcherni-grad, or Maiiro-caftro. Count Marfigli, Topogr. Danub. tom. ii. p. as. 
t. X. mentions, that the ri^er at tfie place A not qnite 1000 yaida wide, ^nd that the piers can be fren at 
.low water only t the diftanceo/ the two firft of them is offeventeen fathoms and a half, and fnpponng.aU 
the others to be cqui-diftant, there mufl i ave been twenty-three in all. The mafonty feeina to confift of a 
Arong cement and a number of pebbles, faced with bricks ; antkhc obfervtd feveral rang^es of fqiiar..- holes, 
-which probably were praAifed in the piera for the infertion of oak-timbers to form the bridge u|>on, which 
had not the leaft fprings for arches. Captain de Schad, in the Auftrian fervice, who in the year 1 740 n^- 
.vigated down the Danube, in the retinue of the amhajador,to Ate Porte, and Count Uhfcfeld. fa w thefe 
low* pifrs of Trrian’s bridge, nea- Tchernetz,. probably the fame place with the above-meniidncd 'I’cheriii- 
grad, and thought them to be of freeftnne.. Topnwitch En^uiriet on the Sea, p. aoj and 241. Nicholas 
ttrnft Kleetttan a merchant, found thefe piers ftill cxifting in the year lydti s hut thinks the work htoked 
enore like rocks waihrd out by the ftream than like piers ; though he confcITes to have fecit fome mafonry 
.upon the northern fltofe, connfting of brick and ftieftone. Joined by a mortar as hard as the ftoncs theni- 
JUves. N. E. Ktcemah’t Journey ihrou^ Crim Tartary and Turkey, i;6S —1770. 

greatly 
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fVeatly damaged. An act was therefore pafled this year, to enable the prefent bi/hop, 
and his fuccelFors, to ralfe a fum of money by annuities equal to the purpoie. Crofs the 
water, and land in the biflioprick of Durham, 

Knter Gateflicad ; a confiderable place, built on the fteep banks of the fouthern fide 
of the rfyer, containing about five huudri-'d and fifty houfes. C.tmden fuppofes it to have ' 
been the ancient Gabrofentum, and it retained part of the name irt its prefent Goarlhead, 
as if derived from the Briiifh G.ifr, a goat. Mr. Horfel^ juflly imagines this place to 
have been too near to Pons MVii for the Romans to have another ftaiion here, therefore 
n-moves it to Druuiburgfi. It appears to i/ie to have been Very little altered from the 
old Saxon name Geats-hevod; or, the head of the road: and that it' was fo flyleJ' 
from being the head of the Roman militiwy way which thofe new invaders found there. 

It u as a place eminent fur ecclefiadical antiquity. Bede mentions under the year 
653, Uitan, brother of Adda, who had been abbot' of a nfonafiery here * ; but no re- 
liques of it now exift. Here are the ruins of a beautiful chapel t> belonging to an hofpi- 
tal dcilicated to St. Edmund, where four chafilains were appointed. The founder 
V ni Nicholas Farnham, Bifhop of Durham, about the year 1 247. Ih the rtign of Henry 
VI. it was granted to the nuns of St. Bartholomew, in Ncwcafile, and in that of Ed - 
ward VI. to the mayor and burgefles of Newcaftle. Here uas befid'*s another hcTpital, 
doxlicatcd to the Holy Trinity, in the beginning of the reign ot Henry IIL to which 
Henry de Ferlinton gave a farm, to find a chaplitin, and niamtaih tiiree poor men. 
'I’his was re-founded by James I. in 1610. 

Hugh Pudfey granted ro riU; bui^elfps of Gatefltead liberty of foreflage, oii paying a 
fmall acknowledgement. Edward vi; anntfxcd this place to Newcalflej but his fuc- 
cefl'or Mary reftored it again to the church of Durham; 

Pafsovtr a barren common, full of coal-pits ; then, 'through, a rich country, inclofed 
afid mixed|witb wood. Defcend into a rich hollow ; reach the fmall town of Chefter-le- 
flreet, the Guneaceftre of the Saxons : a fmall town, with a good chprch and finefpire. 
■Within are ranged in nice orderi a comptete feries of monuments of the Lumley family, 
from the founder Liulphus, down td John Lord Lumley, who colleflcd them fi'um old 
inonafierics, or caufed them to be made a-new', and obtained, in 1 594, a licence from 
Tobias Matthews, bilhop <if Durham, for placing them there. Over each is an inferip- 
tion, with their names or billory. The moll remarkable is that of Liulphus, an Anglo- ' 
Slixon of difiinflion, who, during the diftraSions that reigned on the conquell, retired 
to thefe parts, and became fo great a favourite with Watcher, biiliop of Durham, as to 
raife the envy of his chaplain Leofwin, who villainoufly caufed LiulphuE to be murdered, 
by one Gilbert, in his boufe dear Durham. The bilhop lay under fufpicion of conniv- 
ing at the horrid deed. The friends of Liulphus rofe to demand juflice : they obtained 
an interview with the bilhop at Gatelhead-} bitt the prelate, inilead'of giving thedeftred 
fatisfa£lion, took refuse in the church with the two offenders. Oii whibh the enraged 
populace, firfl facrifiemg Gilbert and the bifhop, fet the church on fire, and ga'^ the 
deferved punifliment to the original contriver of the mifehief. , 

In the Saxon times Chefler- le-ftreet was greatly leTpe^lb^, on account Of the reliques 
of St. Cuthbert, dejmftted here by bifhop EudufT, for fear ofthb Dallas,* who at that 
time (about 8fi4)- ravaged the country. Hb fhritte> becatri^ aftbrwaAls an^ obje£l of 
great devotion. King Athelftan, on his expedidoh to Scotland, paid it atrifit, to obtain 
% in^erceffion of the fsdnt, fuccefs on his amts; bellowed a multitude of gifts on the 
church, and direfl^, in cafe he died in'bis enterprize, that hb body fliQuld be interred 

I Engravea b) Mr.' Grofe. 

•a-. 
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there. I mufl: not omit, that at the fame time that this! place was honoured with the 
remains of St. Cuthbert, the biflioprick of Lindesfarn was removed here, and endowed 
with all the lands between the Tyne and the Were, the prefent county of Durham. It 
was ftyled St. Cuthbert's patrimony. The inhabitants ha.i great privileges, and always 
thought themfelves exempt from all military duty, except that of defending the body of 
their faint. The people of the north claimed this exemption, on account of thejr being 
under a continual neceflity of defending the marches, and nppofing the incurfions of 
the Scots. The fame cxcufe was pleaded by the town ol Nr^caltle for not fending 
members to parliament. Rymer • produces a difcharge from Henry 111 . to Robert 
billiop of Durham, Peter de Brus, and others, of having perl ormed the military fervice 
they owed the king, for forty days, along with his fon Edward. They, with the reft of 
this northern traft, afferted that they were Hali-werke folks, that they were enrolled for 
holy work ; that they held their lands to defend the body of the faint ; and thofe in 
particular in his neighbourhood, were not bound to march beyond the confines of their 
country. In fail, Chefter le-ftreet war parent of the fee of Durham ; for when the re- 
liques were removed there, the fee, in 995, followed them. Tanner fays, that probably 
^ chapter of monks, or rather fecular canons, attended the body at this place from its 
firft arrival : but bithop Beke, in 1286, in honour of the faint, made the church colle- 
giate, and eftablilhed here a dean, and fuitable ecclefiaftics ; and, among other privi- 
leges, gives the dean a right of fiihing on the Were, and the tythe of iiih f. 

At a fmall diftance from the town, (lands Lumley-caftle, the ancient feat of the name. 
It is a fquare pile, with a court in the middle, and a fquare tower at each comer ; is mo- 
dernized into an excellent houfe, and one of the feats of the Earl of Scarborough. It 
is faid to have been built in the time of Edward I. by Sir Robert de Lumley, and en- 
larged by his fon Sir Mannaduke. Prior to that, the family reftdence was at Lumley, 
(from whence it took the name) a village a mile fouth of the caftle, where are remains 
of a very old halbhoufe, that boafts a greater antiquity. The former was not pro- 
perly caftellated, till the year 1392, when Sir Ralph {the (irft Lord Lumley) obtained 
from Richard II. ** Licentiam caftrum fuum de Lomley de novo aedificandum, muro 
de petra et cake batellare et kernellare et caftrum illud fic batellatum, et kemellatum 
tenere, &c.” This Sir Ra'ph was a faithful adherent to his unfortunate fovereign, and 
loft his life in his caufe, in the infurreflion, in the year 1400, againft the ufurping 
Henry. There are no dates, except one on a fquare tower} 1 . L. 1570, when, I pre- 
ifume, it was re-built by John Lord Lumley. 

The houfe is a noble repofitory of portraits of perfons eminent in the fixteenth cen- 
tury. 

The brave, impetuous, prefuming, Robert, Earl of ElTex, appears in full length, 
drefted in black, covered with white embroidery. A romantic nobleman, of parts with- 
out difcretion ; who fell a facrifice to his own paffions, and a vmn dependance for fafety 
on thofe of an aged queen, doting with unfeafonable love } and a criminal credulity in 
the inftnuation of his foes. , 

Sir Thomas More ; a half length, drefted in that plainnefs of apparel which he ufed, 
when the dignity of office ym laid afide ; in a furred robe, with a coarfe capuchin 
cap. He was the moil virtuous, aqd the greateft chaiafler of his time ; who, by a cir- 
cumftance that might humiliate human nature, fell a viflim for a religious adherence to 
his own opinion ; after being a violent perfecutor of others, for ftminefs to the diflates 
of their own confcience. To fucb iacoi^encies are the bed of mankind liable ! 

I ' 

• Fttdcra, i 135. f Dugdalc, Mod. ii. part. 1 1 • p. |. 
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The gallant, accoinpHlhed, poetical Earl of Surrey ; in black, with a fword and dag- 
ger, the date 1545. The oniament (fays Mr. Walpole) of a boifterous, yet not uii- 
poliihed court j a viflim to a jealous tyrant, and to family difeord. The ankles al- 
ledged againft iiim, and his conviction, are the iharine of the times. 

A portrait of a lady in a fingular drefs of black and gold, with a red and gold petti- 
coat, dated 1560. This is called Elizabeth, third wife of Edward Earl of l.incoln,the 
fair Geraldine, celebrated fo highly by the Earl of Surrey ; but lb iil-lavoured in this 
picture, that I mufl; give it to his flrft wife, Elizabeth Blount. Geraldine was the young 
wife of his old age. Her ponrait at Woburn reprefents her an objeCt worthy the pen 
of the amorous Surrey. ^ • 

Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick, fon of the great Dudley, Duke of Northumber- 
land His drefs a bonnet, furred cloak, fmall ruff, and pendant George. This 
peer followed the fortunes of hi§ fa(h?r, but was received into mercy, and reltored 
in blood ; was created Earl of Warwick by Queen Elizabeth, and proved a gallant and 
faithful fubjed. He died in 1589, and lies pnder an elegant brafs tomb in the chapel 
at Warwick. • • • . 

Sir William Peter, or Petre, native of Devonlhire, fellow of Ail-Souls college, and 
afterwards fecretary of (late to four princes ; Heniy VIII. Edward VI. Mary and Eliza- 
beth. His prudence, in maintaining his poll in reigns of fuch different tempers, is evi- 
dent ; but in that of Mary he attended only to politics ; of Elizabeth, to religion 

The firfl Earl of Bedford, engraven among the illuftrious heads. 

A half-length of the famous eccentric phyAcian and chymilt of the fifteenth century, 
Philip Theophraftus Paracelfus Bombafl de Hohenheitn : on the pidure is added alfb 
the title of Aureolus. The cures he wrought were fo very furprifing in that age, that 
he was fuppofed to have recourfe to fupernatural aid ; and probably, to give greater 
authority to his praCtice, he might infinuate that he joined the arts medical and magical. 
He is reprefented as a very handfome man, bald, in a clofe black gown, with both hands 
on a great fword, on whofe hilt is ioferibed the word Azot. This was the name of his 
familiar fpirit, that he kept ih prifon in the pummel, to confult on emergent occafxons. 
Butler humouroully deferibes this circumdance : 

Boitibaftui kept a devil’a bird 
Shut in the pummel of kis fword ; 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 
Of paft or future mountebanks f. 

A head of Sir Anthony Brown, a favourite of Henry VIII. with a bulhy beard, bon- 
net, and order of the garter. He was mailer of the horfe to that prince, and appointed 
by him one of the executors of his will ; and of the council to his young fuccelfor.' 

Two full lengths of John Lord Lumley : one in rich armour; a grey beard ; dated 
1588, act. 54. the other in his robes, with a glove and handkerchief in one hand ; a 
little black fcull cap, white beard ; dated 1591. This, I believe, was the performance 
of Richard Stevens, an able ftatuary, painter, and medalUflt, mentioned by Mr. Wal- 
pole J. 

This illudrious nobleman redored the monuments that are in the neighbouring 
church, \gas a patron of learning, and a great collc&or of books, afliited by his brother- 
in-law, Humphrey Lhoyd, the famous antiquary. The books were afterwards pur- 

* Prince’s Worthies of Devonlhire, 498. ^ i* HaJ.br.t*, pa.t it. c. iiL 

J Anted. PaiMting, i. i(it. * 
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chafed by James I. and proved the foundation of the royal library. Mr. Granger fays,, 
that they are a very valuable part of the Britilli Mufeum. 

His firft wife, Jane Fitzallan, daughter of the Earl of Arundel ; in black robes, with 
gloves in her hand. She was a lady of uncommon learning, having tranflated, from 
the Greek into Latin, font'* of the orations of Ifocrates, and the Iphigenia of Euripides 
into Englifli. She compliments her father highly in a dedication to him, prefixed to 
one of the orations, which begins, “ Cicero, Pater honoratiflime, illuftris.” She died 
before him, and was buiicd at Cheame in Surrey *. 

The Earl himfelf, the lafl: of that name ; a three quarters piece. His valour dif. 
tinguiflied him in the reign of Henry VIII. when he ran with his'fquadron clofe under 
the walls of Boulogne, and foon reduced it. In the following reign, he oppofed the 
mifufed powers of the unhappy protestor, Somerfet ; and he declined connexion with 
the great Northumberland. He fupported the juft -rights of Queen Mary ; was im- 
prilbned by the former, but on the revolution was employed to arreft the abjeft fallen 
duke. He was clofdy attached to his 'royal miftrefs by fimilitude of religion. In 
his declining years, he aimed at being a hufljand to Queen Elizabeth f. Had her 
majefty deigned to put herfelf under the pbwor of man; fhe never would have given 
the preference to age. On his difappointment, he went abroad ; and, on his return, 
firft introduced into England the ufe of coaches J. 

A half length of that artful ftatefman, Robert Earl of Salufbury, minifter of the laft 
years of Elizabeth, and the firft of James I. 

Thomas Ratcliff, Earl of Suffex, a full length ; young and handfome : his body arm- 
ed, the reft of his drefs white ; a ftaff in his right hand, his left rofting on a fword ; on 
a table a hat, with a vaft plume. I'his motto, “ ainando et fidendo troppo, fon ruin- 
ato.” This nobleman was a confiderablc ch.irafter in the reigns of Mary and Eliza- 
beth ; frequently employed in embafties ; in both reigns deputy of Ireland j and in the 
firft, an aftive perfecutor of the proteftants. He conformed outwardly to the religion 
of his new miftrefs ; was appointed by her pvefident.of the north, and commanded 
againft, and fuppreffed, the rebellion of the Earls of Northumberland and Weftmore- 
land, notwithftanding he fecretly approved the opinions they armed in favour of. He 
was the fpirited rival of Leicefter ; but the death of Suffex left the event of their dif- 
pute undetermined. 

Leicefter, his antagonift, is here reprefented, in a three-quarter piece, dated 1587, 
with the collar of the garter, and a ftaff in his hand. 

A fine full length of the Duke of Monmouth, with long hair, in armour. 

A half length of Sir Nicholas Carew, m'after of the horfe to Henry VIII. There is 
vaft fpirit in his countenance. In his hat is a white feather ; his head is bound round 
with a gold ftuff handkerchief. He was beheaded in 1 539, as Lord Herbert fays §, for 
being of council with the Marquis of Exeter, a favourer of the dreaded Cardinal Pole, 
then in exile. During the time of his confinement in the tower he imbibed the fenti. 
ments of the reformers, and died avowing their faith j|. 

Killegrewj gentleman of the bed-chamber to Charles II. in a red fafli, with his dog. 
A man of wit and humour ; and on that account extremely in favour with the king. 

A good half length of Mr. Thomas Windham, drowned on the coaft of Guinea, aged 
4a, M. D. L. a robuft figure, in green, with a red fafli, and gun in his hand. 

* She was dead before December 30th, 1579, at appear! by her father’! will. Vide Dallard’a Britifli 
Ladiet, 86. ' 

f Camden’s Annals, ^llcnnet, 383. % Idem. § Hid. Henry VIII 439. 

II HoUinlhed, 946. ' < 
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A three-quarter length, unknown, dated 1596, aged 43, dreffedin a ftriped jacket, 
blue and white ; black cloak and breeches, white ruff, gloves on, collar of the garter. 

Here are feme illuftrious foreigners. ^ A half length, inferibed Fernandes do Toledo, 
Duke of Alva, in rich armour, with his baton j ihort black hair, and beard. A great 
officer, and fortunate till his reign of cruelty. He bonded, that he had caufed, during 
his command in the Low Countries, eighteen thoufand people to perifli by the execu- 
tioner. He vifited England in the train of his congenial madcr, Phillip 11. I imagine 
that this portrait was painted when the duke was young ; for I have feen one (fent into 
England by the late Mr. Benjamin Keen) now in poffelfion of the Bifliop of Ely, which 
reprefents him with a vaft flowing white beard. 

A three-quarter length of Andrew Doria, the great Geonefe admiral, and patriot. 
He is dreffed in black, in a cap, a collar, with the fleece pendent j a truncheon in his 
hand, and a dagger in his girdle. View of (hips through a window. 

Garcia Sarmeinta Cuna ; a full length, in armour ; a ruff, red (lockings, white 
dices, a crofs on his bread, a fpear in his^hand. He was captain of the guard to 
Phillip II. 

A three-quarter length of a man in a fcarlet robe ; and over his left (houlder a white 
mantle : a fcarlet cap tied in the middle, and open behind ; a narrow white ruff ; and a 
collar of the fleece. The fcarlet robe is furred with white : on it are feveral times re- 
peated the words, Ah ! amprim au ra jay ! Oh ! had I undertaken it ! 

In the hall is a tablet, with the whole niftory of Liulphus, and his progeny, inferibed 
on a tablet, furrounded with the family arms ; and round the room feventeen pictures 
of his defeendants, down to John Lord Lumley, who feemed to have a true veneration 
for his anceftors. Liulphus appears again in the kitchen, mounted on a horfe of full 
fize, and with a battle-ax in his hand. When James I. in one of his progreffes, was en- 
tertained in this caftle, William James, bifliop of Durham, a relation of the houfe, in 
order to give his majefty an idea of the importance of the family, wearied him with a 
long detail of their anceftry, to a period even beyond belief, mon, fays the king, 
gang na farther, let me digeff the knawledge I ha gained ; for, by my faul I did na ken 
that Adam's name w'as Lumley.” 

A little to the left, midway between. Chefter le ftreet and Durham, lies Coken, the 
feat of Mr. Carr, a molt romantic fituation, laid out with great judgment ; in former 
times the fcenc of the favage aullerities of St. Godric. Before his arrival, here had 
been an ancient hermitage, given before the year 1128, by Ralph Flambard, bilhop oi 
Durham *, to the monks of Durham, who permitted that holy man to make it his re- 
fidence ; which he did, §rft with his filler i-, and after her death entirely in folitude. 

Attrafted by the fame of the deceafed, who died in 1 170, fome monks of Durham 
retired here. Hugh Pudfey, bifliop of Durham, made them an allowance, and granted 
them by charter many privileges J j fome call him founder of Finchale, the religious 
houfe, whofc ruins are (till confiderable ; but Tanner § gives that honour to his fon 
Henry, who, about the year 1 1 96, fettled here a prior amf monks of the Benediclinc 
order, fubordinate to Durham. * It maintained, at the diffolution, a prior and eight 
monks ; when it was regranted to the dean and chajiter, its value, according to Dug- 
dale, was 1221. 15s. 3d. * . 

Proceed towards Durham. Near the city, oh the right, flood Nevil’s Crofs, ereQcd 
in memory of the fignal viflory over David Bruce of Scotland, in 1 346. 'The army of 

♦ Dugdalc^a Monad, i, 512, where is Ffembard’s charter. He died in 1128.# 

f Guliclm. Neubrigienfis, ii. c. 20. t Dugdale, i. 513. ^ 114. 
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the Engli/h was commanded by the two archbifliops and three fuflTragam, in con- 
junAion with fome noble lay-oiHcers. The adion was attended with great iofs to the 
Scots } whofe king, after (hewing the utmoft valour, was taken prifuner by an £ngli(h« 
man of the name of Copland. 

After admiring the beautiful (ituation of the city from an adjacent hill, enter Dur« 
ham ; a place of Saxon foundation ; the original name was Dun-holme, from Dun, a 
hill, and holme an iHe, formed by a river *. But it is only a lofty narrow peninAila, 
waHied on each fide by the Were, the Viurus of the venerable l^de t- The city is 
difpofed on the fide of the hill, and along part of the neighbouring flat, and the build* 
ings in general are very ancient. The approaches to it are extremely pifturefque, 
erpecially that from the Ibuth, through a deep hollow, finely cloathed with trees. The 
banks of the river are covered with woods, through which are cut numbers of walks, 
contrived with judgment, and happy in the mofl beautiful and folemn fcenery. 1 hey 
impend over the water, and receive a mod venerable improvement from the caflle and 
ancient cathedral, which tower far above>» 

'This hill, till about the year 995, was an errant defert, over-run with wood, and un* 
inhabitable. At that period, the religious of Cuneaceflre, having, through fear of the 
Danifh pirates, removed the body of St. Cuthbert to Rippon, on their return back, 
when the danger was over, met with an admonition that determined them to depofit it 
in this place |. The corpfe and the body became fuddenty immoveable ; no force 
could draw it a ftep farther. It was revealed to St. Eadmer, that it (hould be brought 
to Durham, and, on that refolution, a flight flrength removed it to the deflined fpot. 
With the affiftance of the Eafl of Northumberland, the wood was Toon cleared away ; 
a church arofe in honour of the faint, compofed indeed of no better materials than rods. 
But this feems to have been only a temporary Temple, for the whole country flocking 
in, aflifled In building one of (lone, which coft three/ years* labour. A p'rovofl and 
fecular canons were e(labli(hed here;* thefe continued till about the year 1083, when 
William de Carilepho '§ removed them, placing in their room a prior and monks of 
the Benediaine order. 

The Saxons of thefe parts, unwilling to fubmit to the Norman yoke, retired to this as 
a place of flrength, and built a fonrefs, for a time a great annoyance to the Conqueror. 
This they called Dunholme. The Dun, or artificial hill, on which the great tower is^ 
built, was of their work. On the approach of William, the Saxons quitted their pn(l. 
He poiTeifed himfelf of fo advantageous a fituation, and founded the caflle. This after- 
wards became the refidence of the prelates, and; by ancient cuftom, the keys were, 
during a vacancy of the fee, hung over the tomb of the tutelar St. Cuthbert. The am- 
bitious prelate, Hugh Pudfey, nephew to King St^hen, repaired and rebuilt feveral 
parts, which, during his time, had fuflered by fire ||. Hatfield, a munificent prebte in 
the reign of Edward III., rellored fuch parts as he found in ruins, rebuilt the great 
hall, and that belonging tp the cnnftable, and added a great tower for the farther fe- 
cority of the place To the mild and amiable Tun{\al is owing the magnificent gate, 
the chapel, and fome adjacent buildings ** ; and to Bilhop Cofiiis, the firft prelate of the 
fee after the Re^oratton, the prefent beauty and magnificence of the place, after the 
cruel havock made here by the brutal Haielrig. 

* Camden, it. 946 f Eccl. Hift. Kb. iv e. 

1 Hiii. of the Ctthcdral of Durham, annexed to Dugdale’s St. Paul, p. 

J Stevenh’s Lon in. l^^ugdalc, i 350. B Mr Allan. 

4 Hid. Cath. Durham, Dttgdale,79. ** Goodwin, 139^, 
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The city, or nther the precindts of the abby and caftle, were furrounded with a wall, 
by Ralph Flambard in the beginning of the reign of Henry 1 . The* admiliion was 
through three gateways : Framwell-gate^ at the head of a bridge of the fame name ; 
Cl vypath'gate, near the markeNplace ; and the Water>gate, beneath the end of the 
pr bendanes' Walk. I do not hnd, that at any time the iirength of the place was ever 
tried by a fiege. 

The cathedral (lands below the caftle. It was begun in 1093, by William de Cari> 
lepho, biftiop of the diocefe, who pulled down the old church, built by Aldwin. Iti 
this work he was affifted by Malcolm I. of Scotland, and Turgot, the fecond prior, and 
his monks i who, at their own expence, and at the fame time, made their own cells, 
and other conveniences for the monaftery. 

Ralph Flambard, fucceflbr to Carilepho, had the honour of completing this fuperb 
ftrudure, with exception of certain additions,' fuch as the Galilee t* which was built by 
biihop Pudfey ; the ftone roof, which was done by bilhop Famham, in the time of 
Henry 111. Bilhop Skirlaw, in the reign of Rishard 11 . built the cloifters ; prior Fo^or 
beautified it with feveral fine windows, and enriched both the church and convent with 
variety of new works ; and prior Walworth finifhed whatfoever his pious prSdecefTor 
was prevented by death from bringing to a conclufion 

The revenues of this houfe at the diffolution are eftim^ted by Dugdale at 1 366I. 

I os. 5d., by Speed at 1615I. 148. tod. llie value of the bifhoprick, at that time, 
aSail. IS. 5d. clear §. The reader is referred to Willis's Hiftory of Cathedrals,!. 22s. 
tor the eftablifhment and its revenue after that period. 

This magnificent pile is 41 1 feet lon^, the breadth near 80, the crofs ifle 170 ; over 
its centre nfes a lofty tower, reckoned 223 feet high, ornamented on the outfide with 
Gothic work ; at the weft end are two low towers, once topt with two fpires, covered 
with lead In the inflde is preferved much of the clumfy, yet venerable magnihccnce of 
the early Norman ftyle. The pillars su% vaft cylinders, twenty- three feet in circum- 
ference ; feme adorned with zig-zag furrows, others with lozeAge-lhaped, with nar- 
row ribs, or with fpiral ; the arches round, carved with zig-zag) above are two rows 
of galleries, each with round arches or openings. 

A row of fmall pilafters run round the fides of the church, with rounded arches in- 
terfeding each other. The windows are obtufely pointed. 

Between two of the pillars are the mutilated tombs and figures of Ralph and John 
Lord Nevil. Excepting Richard de Bernardcaflre, who in 1370 ere£led a (hrine in 
honor of Bede, thefe feem to have been the only laity admitted into this holy ground 
in the earlier times. • 

Ralph died in the yekr 1 347, and was the firft fecular that was buried in this cathe- 
dral : his body was conveyed in a chariot drawn by feven horfes as far as the church- 
yard, then carried on the fhoiilders of knights into the middle of the church *, where 
the abbot of St. Mary's at York, in the abfence of the biih<^p, or illnefs of the prior, 
performed the funeral office ; at yrhich were offered right horfes, four for war, with 
four men armed, and four for peace ; and three cloths of gold interwoveiT with flowers. 
His fon John de Ncyil redeemed four of the horfes, at the price of a hundred marks. 
But this favour was not done gratis by the holy men of the place. *Ralph had pre- 
fented thein with a veftment of red velvet, richly embroidered with gold, iilk, great 
pearls and images of faints, dedicated to St. Cuthbert. His widow alfo fent to the 
iactift a hundred and twenty pounds of filver, for the repairs of the cathedral, and 

* Goodwin, 11a. • f Ibid. 114. t Stmni, 1. 131. f Tanner, i ii. 
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feveral rich veftments for the performance of the facrcd offices *. This was the noble- 
man who was fo inflrumental in gaining the victory of Nevil’s Crofs. 

His fon John had alfo his merits with the pietifts of this church ; for, by the mag- 
nificent offerings he made at the funeral of his firfl; wife, and by fome elegant and ex- 
penfive w'ork beneath the fhrine of St. Cuthbert, in 1389, he obtained admiffion for 
his remains in a fpot not remote from his father t. Both their monuments are greatly 
mutilated ; having been defaced by the Scotch prifoners, confined here after the battle 
of Dunbar. 

In the choir is the bifhop’s throne, elevated to an uncommon height, erefted in 
times of the triumph of fuperflition : a painful afeent to the prefent prelate, whofe wifh 
is direded more to diftinguifli himfelf by benevolence and fincerity, than any exterior 
trappings, or badges of dignity. 

On the fides of the pulpit arc the evangelifis, finely inlaid. 

The chancel and altar-piece is of ftone, beautifully cut into open work J, and 
on each fide are two flails, in flonc, originally defigned for the refting-places of fick 
votaries. 

On one fide of the choir is the tomb of bifhop Hatfield, who died in 1381, orna- 
mented with as many coats of arms as would ferve any German prince. Multitudes of 
other prelates and priors refted in this church, covered with beautiful tombs and braffes, 
fwept away by the hand of facrilege in the time of Henry VIII., or of undilliuguifhing 
reformation in fucceeding reigns, or of fanaticifm, in the unhappy times of the lull 
century. 

Behind the altar flood the fhrine of St. Cuthbert, once the richefl in Great Britain : 
the marks of pilgrims’ feet in the worn floor flill evince the multitude of votaries j at 
the dlffolution, his body was taken out of the tomb and interred beneath. 

Beyond this, at the extreme eafl end. Hood nine altars, dedicated to as many faints ; 
above each is a mofl elegant window, extremely narrow, lofty, and fharply arched ; 
above thefe, is a ronnd window, very large and finely radiated with Hone work, called 
St. Catharine’s, from its being in the form of the wheel ufed at her martyrdom. In 
this part of the church is another fine window, divided into circular portions. All the 
windows in this ifle terminate fharply ; and were the work of a later age than that of 
the body of the church, probably the time of prior Foffor. 

The Galilee, or lady’s chapel, lies at the weft end of the cathedral. Within are 
three rows of pillars, each confifting of round united columns, the arches round, fculp- 
tured on the mouldings with zig-zag work §. This place was allotted to the female 
part of the votaries, who were never permitted to pafs a certain line to the eaft of it, 
drawn juft before the font. Here they might Hand to hear divine fervice, but were 
confined to this limit on pain of excommunication. Legend alTigns as the caufe of 
this averfion in St. Cuthbert to the fair fex, a charge of fedudlion brought againft him 
by a certain princefs, who was inftantly puuiflicd by being fwallowed up by the earth, 
which, on the interceflion of the pacified faint, reftored her to the king her father. I’rom 
that time, not a woman was permitted to enter any church dedicated to this holy man. 
Mr. Groie || relates, that in the fifteenth century two females, inftigated by invincible 
curiofity, drelung themfelvcs in man’s apparel, ventured beyond the prohibitory line, 
were deteded, and fuflfered certain ^nances as atonement for their crime. 

* Dugdale’s Baron. 1. zgy f idemi 297 * 

'Dcfigued in Smith’s edition of Bede» 264. « 

^ See the view of it in Smith’s edition of Bede» 805. 

11 In his account of Durham cathedral, in his third volume* ' 
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In the Galilee is the tomb of the venerable Bede. His remtuns were firft depofited 
at Jarrow, then placed in a golden coffin on the right fide of the body of St. Cuth- 
bert ; and finally, in 1 370, tranflated by Richard of Bamard-caftle to this place. 

The tomb of biffiop Langley is near that of Bede. This prelate was chancellor of 
England in the reign of Henry IV. but refigned that high port, on being confecrated 
biffiop of Durham. He obtained the cardinal's hat in 1411, and, after doing many 
acts of munificence, died in 1437. 

In the veftry-room is preferved the rich plate belonging to the cathedral ; and here 
arc ffiewn five mod fuperb vellments for the facred fervice ; four are of great antiquity, 
the fifth was given by Charles I. 

I'he cloifters adjacent to the church are 147 feet fquare, and very neat. The 
chapter-houfe opens into thorn : is a plain building, in form of a theatre ; on the Tides 
are pilafters, the arches interfefling each other. At the upper end is a ftone chair, in 
old times the feat of the bifliop. 

The old Fratry was converted into a' noble Hffi*ary by dean Sudbury, who, not living 
to complete his defign, by will dated 1683, bound his heir Sir John Sudbury, to fulfil 
his intention. This is like wife the npofitoryof the altars, and other Roman antiquities, 
difeovered in the biffioprick. The dormitory, the loft, the kitchen, and other parts of 
the ancient abby, are ftill exifting, and ftill of ufe to the prefent pofleflbrs. 

The prebendal houfes are very pleafantly fituated,.and have backwards a moft beau- 
tiful view. After the fubvcrfion of monarchy, Cromw'ell, in 1657, on the petition of 
the inhabitants of the county *, converted the houfes belonging to the dean and chap- 
ter into an univerfity, and afligned certain lands and revenues in the neighbourhood 
of the city for its fupport. This ffiort-liv.ed feminary confifted of a provofl, two 
preachers, four profeffors, four tutors, four fchool-mafters (fellows,) twenty-four 
icholars, twelve exhibitioners, and eighteen free-fehool fcbolars. They had liberty of 
purchafing lands as far as fix ihoufand pounds a year ; had a common feal, and many 
other privileges. On the acceffion of Richard, thefe new academics were not wanting 
in gratitude to the memory of their maker ; for, in their addrefs to the fucceflbr, they 
compared Cromwell to Augufius, and gave him the prowefs of our fifth Henry, the 
prudence of our feventh Henry, and the piety of our fixth Edward ; and recommended 
to the “ vital beams of the piteous afpeft of his fon, his new ereftion, an orphan fcarce 
bound up in its fwaddliiig cloaths.” This orphan thrived apace , it endeavoured to con- 
fer degrees, and mimic its grown-up fillers of Oxford and Cambridge, who checked 
its prefumptions by petitions to the new Protedor. But in lefs than two years the ill- 
patched machine of government fell to pieces, and with it this new feminary for 
knowledge. 

There are two handfome bridges to the walks over the Were ; from one the pro- 
fpeft is particularly fine, towards the cathedral and caftle ; and another bounded on 
each fide by wood, with the fteeple of Elvet, a place adjoining to Durham, foariiig 
above. There is alfo a third bridge, which joins the two parts of the town, and is 
covered with houfes. 

I had heard on my road many complaints of the ecclefiallical governnvnt this county 
is fubjefl to } but, from the general face of th^ country, it Teems to thrive wondeffully 
well under it. Notwithftandiiig the biffiops have ftill great powers and privileges, 
yet they .were ftnpped of liill greater by ftatuteof the 27th of Henry VIII. In the time 
of the Conqueror it was a maxim, qtticquJd rex habet extra comitatum Dmelmnfemi 


* Mr. Allan. 


epifeopus 



512 PBHKAMT*8 SECOKO TOUR IM SCOTLAND; 

epi/coptis babet intra^ ni/i aliqua Jit emteffto^ aut pr^criptio in contrarium. They had 
power to levy taxes, make truces with the Scdts, to raife defenfible men within the 
bilhoprick from fixteen to fixty years of age. They could call a parliament, and create 
barons to fit and vote in it. He could fit in his purple robes to pronounc<f fentence 
of death, whence the faying, fatum Dunelmenfe judicat Jlola et enfe. He couUl coin 
money, hold courts in his own name, and ail writs went in his own namet He <;ia*ined 
and feized for his own ufe all goods, chattels, and lands of perfons convicted of trea- 
fons or fcio'nics ; could appoint the great officers under him, and do variety of a£ls 
emulating the royal authority *. He was lord paramount in the county, and ihe great 
people held moft of their lands from the churchi. Thus the potent Nevils paid four 
pounds and a Hag annually for Raby, and «ght other manors. Two of the tenures 
are fingular ; 1 beg leave to prefent them to the reader in the form I had the honour of 
receiving them from the prefent worthy prelate. 

** The valuable manor of Sockbum, the feat of the ancient family of the Conyers, 
in the county palatine of Durham, is held by the Blackett family, of thebilhop of Dur- 
ham, by the eafy fervice of prefenting a falchion to every bifhop upon his firft entrance 
into his diocefe, as an emblem of his temporal power. ' When the prefent bifhop made 
his firft entrance in the month of Sept. 1771, he was met upon the middle of Croft 
bridge, fwhere the counties of York and Durham divide,) by Mr. Blackett, as fubfli- 
tute for his brother Sir Edward, who prefented his Ixirdflup with the falchion, ad- 
dreiling him in the antient form of words : 

** * Sir Edward Blackett, Bart, now reprefents the perfon of John Conyers, who, 
in the fields, with this falchion t, (lew a monflrous creature, a dragon, a worm, or a 
^ying ferpent J, that devoured men, women, and children. The then owner of Sock- 
bum, as a reward for his bravery, gave him the manor, with its appurtenances to hold 
for ever, on condition that he meets the Lord Bifhop of Durham with this fidchion, on 
his firfl entrance into his diocefe after his ele£lion to that fee;* 

“ At Croft Bridge the bifhop was alfo met by the.high-fherifF of the county pala- 
tine, who is an officer of his own by patent during pleafure, by the members for the 
County and city of Durham ; and by all the principal gentlemen in the county and 
neighbourhood, to welcome his Lordfhip into his palatinate, who conducted him to 
Darlington, yrherc they all dined with him, after which they proceeded to Durham. 
Before they reached the city, they were met by the dean and chapter, with their 
congratulatory addrefs ; the bifhop and the whole company alighted from their car- 
riages to receive them ; when the ceremony of the addrefs, and his Lordfhip*s anfwer 
was finifbed, the proceflion moved on to the city j here they were met by the corpora- 

• Thcfc and many more arc preferred m Magna BritannTa«l f i See alfo Spearmai/s Inquiry, 
f Legend gives fome other particulars of this valiant knight ; which ^.r. Allan extraded from the Cata- 
logue of the Harleian MSS No at i8. p. 39 : 

'• Sir Jno. Conyers de Srfekl^urn, Kiit. whoe flew the qionftrous venom’d and poifonM wiverne, afkt or 
worme^ wch overthrew and devour'd many people in feight, f^r the fceiit of the poyfon was fo flroug that 
noe perfon was able to abide it, yet he by the providence of God overthrew it, and lies buried at Snc;kburn 
before the Conqueft. But before he dia enterprife thaviW but one childt) he went to the church in com* 
plete.armoiir, anb offered up ht^ fonne to the Holy GhoiC wch irionuincnt is yet to ftc, and the place 
where the ferpeot lay 1% called Grayllonc." ^ . 

t On the pommel are ihrte lions of England^ goardant* Thefc were firft borne by King Jt>hn, fo that 
thU fukhinn was not made before that time, noi did the owner kill the dragon. I'he Mack eagle in a field, 
gold. waM the arms of Morcar, Earl of Norihumberland.' This too might be the falc||ton with which the 
carls were invefted, being girt with the fwrrd of the eaildum. 

The Scots kcTii to have been intended by thcfc dreadful animals ; and the falchion beftowed with nn 
f ftatcp ai a reward for fome ufeful fcrvice performed by a Conyers againft thofe invaders. 
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tion, the different companies with their banners, and a great concourfe of people ; they 
proceeded immediately lo the cathedral, where the bifliop was habited upon the tomb 
of the venerable Bede, in ihc Galilee, at the weft end of the church ; from whence 
he went in proceffion to the great altar, preceded by the whole choir finging Te 
Deum ; after prayers the bifhop took the oaths at the altar, and was then enthroned in 
the ufual forms, and attended to the caftle by the high-fheriff and other gentlemen of 
the county. Pollard's lands, in this county, are holdcn of the bifhop by the fame kind 
of fcrvice as the manor of Sockburu. At his Lordfltip's firft coming to Aukland, 
Mr. Johnfon met the prefent bifhop at his firft arrival there, and, pr&fenting the fal- 
chion upon his knee, addrefl'ed him in the old form of words, faying, * My Lord, in 
behalf of myfelf, as well as of the feveral other tenants of Pollard's lands, I do humbly 
prefent your Lordfliip with this falchion, at your firft coming here, wherewith, as the 
tradition goes, Pollard flew of old a great and venemous ferpent, which did much harm 
to man and beaft ; and by the performance of this fervice thefe lands are holden.” 

Sept. 6. Leave Durham, and journey thrcpigh a beautiful country, having near the 
city views of lands, broken into moft delightful and cultivated knowls ; and,' on the 
left, of fine hanging woods ; the land much inclofed, and the hedges plant^. On 
the right lies Brancefpeth caftle, originally the feat of the Bulmers, afterwards 'that of 
the Nevils, Earls of Wefimoreland, forfeited by the rebellion of the laft in the time erf 
Queen Elizabeth. The great fteeple of Mernngton is feen on the left. Turn out of the 
high road, and pafs through the bilhop's grounds and park, and enjoy a fine view of 
the Were, running along a deep bottom, bounded by wooded and well-cultivated banks. 
On the fouth fide ftands 

Bifiiop's-Aukland, a good town, with a large and fquare maket-place. On one fide 
is a handfome gateway, with a tower over it. This is a modern edifice, defigned by 
Sir Thomas Robinfon ; that built by biftiop Skirlaw • having been long fince deftroyed. 
Through this rateway lies Aukland caftle, long fince the refidence of the biihops of 
Durham. It has loft its caftellated form, and now refcmbles feme of the magnificent 
foreign abbies. It is an irregular pile, built at different times ; but no part is left that 
can boaft of any great antiquity. Over a bow-window are the arms of Biiliop Tunftal, 
who died in the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth. This was originally a manor- 
houfe belonging to the fee, and was firft encaftcllated f by bilhop Beke ; who alfo 
built a great hall, and adorned it with marble pillars ; he founded a fair chapel, and 
collegiate church, with a dean and prebends, which church is that of St. Andrew’s, at 
a fmall diftance from the town. Excepting the church, there are no relicks of the la- 
bours of this prelate ; the place having been beftowed by the parliament on their furious 
partizan Sir Arthur Hafelrigg, who, taking a fancy to the place, determined to make 
it his chief refidence. He demolilhed almoft all the buildings he found there, and out 
of their ruins erefled a moft magnificent houfu 

On the Reftoratlon, the former bilhop, the munificent Cofins, was reftored to his 
diocefe. He had a palace ready for his reception, but by cln excefs of piety declined 
making ufe of it, from the conuderation that the ftones of the ancient chapel had been 
facrilegioufly applied towards the building of this late habitation of fanaticifm. The 
bilhop pulled it down §, and reftoring the materials to their ancient dfe, built the pre* 
fent elegant chapel. The roof is'wood, fuppo^ed by two rows of pillars, each con- 
fifting of four round columns, freeftone and marble alternate. The fliidts of fomc of 

* Leland. Ittn. i. 7}. * f Ibid. 

I Hid. Durham, Dugdale. 8s. § Ibid. 
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the marble are fixteen feet high ; the length of the chapel is eighty>four feet, the 
breadth forty^ght; the outhde ornamented with pinnacles. On the floor, a plain 
ftone, with a modeft epitaph, informs us that the pious refounder lies beneath, dying iu ■ 
the year 1671. 

The principal apartments are an old hall, feventy-flve feet by thirty-t\YO, the height 
thirty.five j and a very handfome dining-parlour, ornamented with portraits of Jacob 
and the twelve patriarchs* Jacob bows under the weight of years : his fons, with each 
his fcriptOral attribute. The figures are animated ; the colouring good. I think the 
painter’s name ris Xubero, one I do not difcover in any lift of artifts. The pictures 
were bought by the prefent, from the executors of the late bifhop, and beftowed on the 
palace. The late generous prelate built a fuite of additional apartments ; but dying 
before they were completed, they are now fumilhed in a moft magnificent manner by 
his fucceflbr. 

On the old wsunfcot of a room below ftairs are painted the arms of a ftrange aftem- 
blage of potentates, from Queen Elizabeth, with all the European princes, to the Em- 
perors of Abyfljnia, Bildelgerid, Cathayc, and Tartaria ; fixtecn peers^ of the fame 
reign, knights of the garter, and above tneniThe arms of every bi/hopriclc in England. 

The caftle is feated in a beautiful park, watered' by the little river Gaunlefs, which 
falls, after a fliort courfe, into the Were. The park is well planted, and has abundance 
of vaft alders, that by age have loft the habit of that tree, and aflume the appearance of 
ancient oaks. Nothing can equal the approach through this ground to the caftle, which 
is varied with verdant Hopes, rifing grounds, woods, and deep precipic^, impending 
over the river. The great de^-houfe, built by bifhop Trevor, is an elegant fquare 
building, and no fmall embellimment to the place. Leland tells us, that in his time 
there was a fair park, having falow deer, wild bulles, and kin. 

On an eminence on the oppofite fide of the Were is Binchefter, the ancient Vinovia, 
where feveral Roman coins, altars, and inferiptions have been found. Several of the 
latter are worked up in the walls of a gentleman's houfe. on the ftation, but now fcarcely 
legible. An account of them may be feen in Mr. Horfely, p. 295. - Urns full of alhes 
and bones, and figuline lacrymatories, have been alfo found in the park, where the fta- 
tion probably extended. A military way may be traced from this place as far as 
Brancefpeth-park one way, and the other by Aitkland to Peirce-bridge into Yorkfhire. 

Sept. 7. Proceed for a little way from Aukland on the Roman way : leave on the 
left, at a mile and a half diftance from the town^the church of St. Andrew’s Aukland, 
once collegiate, and well endowed by Antony bifhop of Durham. At the diffolution 
here were found a dean and eleven prebends •. A houfe called the deafiery ftill re- 
mains. The chief tomb in this church is that of a Pollard ; a crofs-leggcd knight, 
armed in mail to his fingers’ ends, with a fkirt, formed of ftripes, reaching to his knees, 
a fhdft fword, and conic helm. 

’Pafs through St. Htelens- Aukland and Weft-Aukiand, and .after a fhort digreffion fall 
m with the old Roman* road, which continues to Peirce or Prieft-bridge, where 
was once a ckkpel, founded by John Daliol, King of Scotland, and dedicated to the 
Virgin f. The gateway is ftill ftanding, in what is called the Chapelrgarth. Till Le- 
land’sxime the midge confif^ed of five arches, but he faVs that of hue it was rebuilt with 
three. The Tees m>w beneath in a {flfturefque channel finely fhaded.on each fide with 
trees. Near this bridge, in a field called the Ti^ts, had a confiderable Roman 
^tion : urns and coins in abundance hare been, difeovered there. A flone coffin, with 

• 

• Taoper, 1 16 , t Lclaod Itb. i. 88.. 
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a flccleton, is mentioned by bifliop Gibfdrt } biit that I apprehend to be of more modern 
dafe. The foundations of houfes have beeii obferved ; and Mr. Horfcly imagines he 
could trace an aqueduft. He fuppofes this j)lace to have been the Maga; of the Notitia. 
I muft obfe^'ve that the Roman road is continued in^a dircS; line between the roads to 
Barnard-Caftle and Darlington, and is continued ov'er a fmall brook, and through the 
the inc^ofure parallel to the Tofts, when it crbiTes the river about two hundred and fixty 
paces eaft of the bridge, and then falls into the turnpike-road to Catterick-bridge. The 
whole breadth of the road is ftill to be traced ; and the ftones it is formed of appear to 
be (trongly cemented with run limd. The Romans had here a wooden bridge : the 
materials, fuch as the bodips of oaks, and feveral (loops, were to be feeh till waihed 
away by the great floods of 1771. On crofling the Tees enter Yorkfliire. 

After a ride of a few miles pafs through Aldbrough, now a little village, but once a 
place of eminence, as its ruins, obferved by Camden, evince. In the time of Henry I. 
Stephen Earl of Albemarle and Holdernefs had a manor and caftle here, the tythes of 
which he bellowed on the al^bey of Albetnarlerin Normandy • ; and" that abbey in the 
reign of Richard II. granted them to the abbey of Kirkllall f. Henry III., a^n be- 
llowed the place on Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Kent. By failure rfiffue, it fell to the 
crown in the time of Henry IV., who gave it to his third fon, John Duke of Bedford t. 

Pafs over a large common, called Gatherley moor, and by the fides of the Double- 
dike, or Roman- hetlge, a vail fofs, with banks on each fide, extending from Ihe Tees 
to the Swale. ..On the right is Didderfton hill, whether a tumulus or exploratory, was 
too diftant for me to determine. After defending a hill, pafs by Gilling, where, Alan 
Fergaunt, F.arl of Bretagne and Richmond, had a capital manfion-houfe § . This place 
was infiimous for the murder of Ofwyn, King of Deira, by his fucceflbr Ofwy 5 but his 
Queen .flSanfled obtained permilfion from her hulband to found here a monallery, in 
OTder to expiate fo horrible a crime. At this time the place was called Ingetling, and 
was dellroyed in the Danilh wars ||. Reach • , 

Richmond, a good town, feated (in a Ihire of the fame name) partly on a flat, and 
partly on the fide of a hill : on the lail is the market-place, a handfome opening, in 
which is the chapel of the Trinity, and in the middle a lar^c column infiead of the old 
crofs. The trade of this place is that of knit woollen (lockings, in which men, women, 
and children are employed, the neighbourhood fupplying the wool. The (lockings are 
chiefly exported into Holland. Much wheat is (bid ber^ and fent into the mountainous 
parts of the country. 

There were feveral religious houfes in this place and its neighbourhood. In the 
town, on the plain on tlje nbrth fide, was a houfe of grey friars f, founded in 1458 by 
Ralph Fitz-Randal, Lord of Middleham, and had at the diflblution fourteen monks. 
Nothing remains excepting the beautiful tower of its church. Near this was alfo a 
nunnery **. About a mile eaft of Richmond are the fine ruins of St. Agatha, feated at 
the end of fome beautiful meadows, upon the river Swale. It jvas founded in ii 5 1 by 
R oaldus, conflable of Richmond caiie j and at the rime of the Reformation maintained 
feventeen white canons, or Premonftratenfian monks. The ablxit and rdigious, in 
1253, agreed with- Henry Fitz-Ranulph, that l\e (hould hold of them ii\ pure and per- 
petual alms their poffeflions of Kerperby, on condition he paid them annually one pound 
of cumin feed, a drug in no fmall efteera in old timesft. Richard Scroope, chancellor 
» 

• Dugd^le, Monaft. f. 588. + 589* „ t Magna Britannia, vi. 608. 

(, DuRdalf, Baron, 1.46. || Beda,lib li. c. 14.24. f Tanner, f)H5. • ** Idem, 672. 

i t D’ugdale, Mon. ii. 6jo. And for the virtues of cumin feed confult Old Gerard’a McHmI, 1066. 
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of England, was a great benefaftor to this place ; for, befides his manor of Brumpton. 
upon-Swale, he gran»^ed a hundred and fifty pounds a year for the fupport of ten addi. 
tional canens, two Ocular canons, and twenty-two poor men, who. were to pray for the 
repofe of his foul, and thofc of his heirs *. The ruins are very venerable, and the 
magnificent arch- work in the infide are fine proofs of the (kill of the times in that fpecies 
of architefture. The arch of the gateway is extremely obtul'e ; that of the windows 
greatly pointed. 

Near this placd was a hofpital, dedicated to St. Nicholas. I cannot learn the foun- 
der's n:im ■ !>nt find it was repaired in the time of Henry'VI., who gave the patronage 
to Willi im Aylcough, one of his judges ; who lefiored the hofpital at great expence, 
and added another chauntry prieft to the former t- 

Nearer to Kithmorid, on an eminence above the river, are the poor reliques of 
St. Martin’s, a coll of nine or ten Benediftines, dependent on . the abbey of St. Mary, at 
York. It was founded in i loo by Wyinar, chief fieward to the Earl of Richmond |. 
Befides thefe, were various other pious< foundations on the Swale, whofe waters were 
facred with the baptifm of ten thoufand Saxons near Citterick, in 627, by Paulinus 
biftop of York §. 

It now remains to fpeak of the fortifications of this ancient town ; part bad been de- 
fended by walls, which took in little more than the market-place, and had three gates. 
The caftle Hands on the fouth-weft part of the hill, in a lofty and bold fituation, above 
the Swale, and half environed by it. The remsuns are the walls of the precind, fomc 
linall fquare towere, and one very large, all built in the Norman ftyle. This fortrefs 
was founded by Alan Earl of Bretagne ||, nephew to the Conqueror, who commanded 
the rear of his army at the battle of HafUogs, was created by Him Earl of Richmond, 
and reedved from him the fhire of the fame name, and a hundred and fixty manors in 
the county of York alone. This country had been before the property of the brave 
Edwin, Earl of Mercia. The great .tower was built by Conan, grandfon of the former, 
the vault of which is* fbppoited by a fine octagonal pillar.. The view from the caHie is 
p&urefque ; beneath is the feat of Mr. York, and beyond, a profpeff up the Swale 
mto the mountainous parts of the countiy, rich in mineral ; and on the banks of the 
livtf lived Sir John Swale, of Swale-hall, in Swale-dale, faft upon the river Swale. 

Crofs the river, and after paifing over a dreaiy moor, defeend into a valley not more 

} )leafant, being totally inclof(^ with ftone fences. Go through the fmall towns of Bil- 
erfly and Leyboume ; and foon after find an agreeable change of country, at the en* 
trance of Wenlley.dale, a beautiful and fertile vale, narrow, bounded by high hills, 
inclofed with hedges, and cultivated far -up, in many parte cloarhed with woods, fur- 
mounted with, Ipng ranges of fcars^ white rocks, fmooth and precipitous in front, and 
perfeflly evenkt their tops. The rapid crydal Ure. divides the whole, fertilizing the 
rich meadows with its ftream. 

See on the left Middleham caftle. The manor was.beftowed.by Alan Earl of Rich- 
mond on hU youngs brother, Rinebald. His gipndfon, ftyled Robert Fitz-Ralph, 
recriving ir6ra Conaia Earl of Richmond all Wenfley-dale, founded this calile about 
the year 1190^ By the marriage of his daughter and coheir to Robert de Nevil it 
pafled into that fiimily in the year ^69. In this place Edward IV. fuSered a (hort 
mprifoament, after being furprifed by Richard Nevill, the great Earl of Warwick, and 
fmmmitted to the cuftody of his brother, the archbifliop of York, who proving too iu- 

t Idem, 47Sj. f Idem, « 401 to 404. j Bede, lib. ii. c. 14. 
f Idcmy 
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dulgenta keeper, foon loft his royal prifoncr, by permitting him the pleafure o'" the 
chace unguarded. The ruin of his houfe enfued. On its forfeiture, Richard Duke 
of York became poQefted of it, and here loft his only fon Edward. He who had made 
fo many childlels, felt in this misfortune the ftroke of heaven. It is a vaft building ^ 
its towers ftcep, and turrets fquare. Part was. the work of Fitz- Ralph ; part of the 
Lord Nevill, called Darabi *. The hall, kitchen, and chapel, were built by Beaumont 
bifliop of Durham f. It was inhabited as late as the year 1609, by Sir Henry Lindley, 
knight 

Vifit the church of Wenfloy. On the floor are feveral carved Agpres on the ftones, 
probably in memory of certain Scroopes interred there §. Alfo a figure of Ofwald 
Dykes, in his pricdly veflments, with a chalice in his hand. The infcription fays that 
he had been redor of the parifh, and died in 1 607. I prefume by his habit he was only 
nominal reftor. Lord Chancellor Scroope defigned to make this church collegiate, 
and obtained licence for that purpofe from Richard II. •, but it does not appear that the 
intent was ever executed. , 

At a little diftance beyond the chufeh is a neat bridge of confiderable antiquity, 
which Leland fpeaks of as “ the fayre bridge of three or four arches, that is on Ure, 
at Wencelaw, a mile or more above Midleham, made two hundred yer ago and more, 
by one caullyd Alwine, parfon of Wincelaw.” 

Vifit Bolton houfe, a feat of the Duke of Bolton, finiihed about the year 1678, by 
Charles Marquis of Winchefter. Here are a few portraits of the Scroops, the ancient 
owners. 

A head of Heniy Lord Scroope, one of the lords who fubferibed the famous letter 
to the pope, threatening bis holinefs that if he did not permit the divorce between 
Henry Vlll. and Catherine, that they would rejed his fupremacy. 

Helena Cliflbrd, his wife, daughter to the Earl of Cumberland. Here is another 
head of a daughter of Lord Dacres ; third wife, according to Dugdale ||, of the fame 
Lord Scroope. « 

Another Henry, warden of the weft marches in the reign of Elizabeth, in whofe 
cuftody Mary Stuart remained for fome time after her flight to her fmthlefs rival. 

His wife Margaret, daughter to Henry Earl of Surry. After the diigrace of the 
Earl of Effejc, this lady alone flood firm to him ; “ for,” fays Rowland White, ** fhe 
endures much at her Majefty’s hands, becaufe fhe doth daily doe ail the kynd offices of 
love to the Queen in his behalf. She weares all black, fhe mournes, and is penfive ; 
and joics in nothing but in a folitary being alone ; and it is thought fhe faies much that 
few would venter to fay hut herfelf^.’* 

A head of the fame lord, inferibed ** Trf)rd Harrie Scroope, Baron of Bolton, one 
of the tilters before Queene Elizabeth, at the firit' rriumphe at the crownacion, aet. aa, 
1558**.” To' thcfc may be added the heiul of his ion, I'homas Lord Scroope i and his 
fon again. Lord Emanuel, creitted by Charles I. Earl of Sunderland, who died the laft 
of this line. ^ * 9, 

Crofs the Ure, on a bridge of two arches, and have from it a fine view of the river 
above and below, each bank regularly bounded- by trees hkean avenue. On the right 
is Bolton caftle, built, fays Leland, by Richard Scroope, chancellor df England under 
Richard IL, after eighteen years labour, and at Ihe expeace of a thoufand marks a year. 

* Leland. f Wiliis’t Cathedrali, i. 240. ^ Mr. Grofe. § I.rland. Itin. ri!i. 14. 

I* Dugdale, Baron, i. ($57. f iMdncy’ii State Paprit, ii. 1^2. Thialctte{i»u.itedOd. Il,l>89. 

** He vai one of the anights cbaile'ngert on the occafion. 
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Mofl of the timber employed was brought from Engleby foreft, in Cumberland-, drawn 
by draughts of oxen, fucceflively changed. He alfo founded here a chauntrv for fix 
. priefts •. Thp integrity of the chancellor foon loft him the fevour of his mailer ; for 
on his refufal to put'thc feals to the exorbitant grants made to fome of the worthlels 
favourites, the King demanded them from him j at firft he declined obedience, declar- 
ing he received them from the parliament, not his Majefty f. 

- This caftlc is noted for having beed the firft place of confinement of Mary Stuart, 
who was removed from Carlille to this fortrefs, under the care of the noble owner. 
Several of her letters are dated from hence. In the civil wars it underwent a fiege by 
the parliament forces; and was, on NoV. 5, 1645, on conditions, furrendered, with 
with great quantities of ftores and ammunition 
The building is fquarc, with a vaft fquarc tower at each corner, in which were the 
principal apartmeqts. Leland bbferves the fingular manner in which the fmokc was 
conveyed from the chimnies of the gfeat hall, by tunnels made ih the walls, conveying 
it within the great piera between the windows. This caftle, and the great pofleffions 
belonging to it in thefe parts, are the property of the Duke of Bolton, derived by the 
marriage of his ancellor, Charles bfarquis of Bolton, with Mary, natural daughter of 
Emanuel Scroope, Earl of Sunderland, laft male heir of this ancient houfe. 

Reach Ayfgarth §, or A yfgarth-Force, remarkable for the fine arch over the Ure, 
built in 1539. The Icenery above and below is moft uncommonly pi^urefque. The 
banks on both fides are lofty, rocky, and darkened with trees. Above the bridge two 
regular precipices crofe the river; down which the water falls in two beautiful cafeades, 
w'Bch are feen to great advantage from below. The gloom of the pendent trees, the 
towering fteeple or the church above, and the rage of the waters beneath the ivy-bound 
arch, form all together a moft romantic view. 

A little lower down are other falls ; but the fineft is at about half a mile diftance, 
where the river is crofled by a great fear, which opens in the middle, and forms a .mag- 
- tuficent flight of fteps, '-which grows wider and wider fron\topto bottom, the rock on 
each fide forming a regular wall. The river falls from ftep to ftep, and at the lowefl: 
drops in a rocky channel. Ailed with circular bafins, and interrupted for fome fpace with 
lefler falls. The eye is finely diredied to this beautiful ratara^: by the fears that bound 
the river, being lofty, precipitous, and quite of a fmooth front,, and their fummits 
fringed with hollies and other trees. 

Near Ayfgarth, or, as the cataradsare called, Ayfgarth-Force, was founded the con- 
vent of. white monks, brought from Savigny, in France, by Akaries Fit2-BardoIf, in 
1 145. I'hey were fubje£l to By land, and received from thenee in 1 150, an abbot and 
twelve monks, who were afterwards.removed to the neighbouring abbey* pf Jervaux ||, 
This was called, from the catara^, Forsj-alfo. Wandefley-dale, and de Charitate. 

Croft the ridge that divides Wenfly-dale from another charming valley, ’’called Bilhopf- 
dale. All the little indofures are nearly of the fame flaw and form; and the meadowN 
are laid out with the utmbfl regularity. It appeared^ as if irl this fpot, the plan of the 
Spartan iegiflator bad t^en place : ** It refembled the'poiTeflions of brethren, who had 
juft been dividing their inheritance among them,” 

Befoue 1 quite xhefe delicious trads, I muft remark, that from Leyboume to theif* ex- 
tremity there is tcarcely a mile but whalt is terminated by a little town ; and every fpot 
even far up the hills, embcilHhed with fmali neat boufes. Induftry and competence - 

iland. Itin- viii, ig, ^ Rapiof i. 459 -** t WhiCclock, ijn^ 

hink the old name was Attfcarre. . )| Tanner, 6$^. , 

5 


feem 



PiNHAKT'S SLCOND TOUA IN SCOTLAND. 


5*9 

fecm to reign among thefe happy regions, and. Highland as they are, fccin diftinguiflied 
by thofe cirdiimflances from the llotnful but honed natives of fome of the Scotiilli Alps. 
Mittens and knit dockings are thdr manufadures. The hills produce lead ; the vallies 
cattle, horfes, Iheep, wool, butter, and cheefe. 

ACcend a deep a mile in length, and at the top arrive on a large plain, a pafs between 
the hills. After two miles defeend' into a mere glen, watered by the Wharf; ride 
through Zjuckden, and Star>bottom, two villages, and lie at Kettlewel, a finall mine 
town. There are many Icad^mines about the place, and fome coal ; but peat is the 
general fuel, and oat«cakes, or bannocks, the ufual bread. 

Odtober 9. Continue our journey along a pleafant vale. Ride beneath Kilnfey- 
fcar, a dupendous rock, ninety-three yards high, more than perpendicular, for it over- 
hangs at top in a manner dreadful to the traveller. The road bad, made of broken 
limedones uncovered. This vale ends in a vad theatre of wood, and gave me the idea 
of an American feene. Afccnd, and get into a hilly and lefs plcafmg country. Over- 
take many droves of cattle and horfes, which ,had been at grafs the whole iummer in 
the remoted part of Craven, where they Were kept from nine fhillings to forty per head, 
according to their fize. Reach 

Skipton, a good town, fcated in a fertile expanded valei It condds principally of 
one broad drect, the church and cadle terminating . the upper end. The cadle is faid 
to have been originally built by Robert de Romely, Lord of the honour of Skipton. 
By failure of male idue, it fell to William Fitz Duncan, Earl of Murray, who married 
the daughter of Romely. William le Gros, Earl of Albemarle, by marriage with her 
daughter, received as portion her grandfather's edates. It fell afterwards by females 
to other families, fuch as William de Mandevil, Earl of Edex, to William de Fortibus, 
and Baldwin de Betun. In the time of Richard I. Avelin, daughter to a fecond William 
de Fortibus, a minor, fuccceded. She became ward of King Henry 111. who, on her 
coming of age, in 1 269, bellowed her and her fortunes on his fon Edmund, Earl of 
Lancader* ; but on the forfeiture of his fon for treafon againd Edward II. the honour 
and cadle were granted, in 1309, to Robert de Clidbrd, a Herefordihire Baron, in 
whofe line it continued till the lad century. I know of no remarkable event that be- 
fel this cadle, excepting that it was difmantled by ordinance of parliament, in 1648, be- 
caufe it had received a loyal garrifon during the civil wars. 

It was redored, and repaired, in 1657-1658, by the famous Anne Clidbrd, who 
made it, with five other cadles her* alternate refidence. It is feated on thp edge of a. 
deep dingle, prettily wooded, and watered by a canal, that fervesto convey limed one 
to the main trunk of the navigation, which pades near the town. At prefent the cadle 
feems more calculated for habitation than defence. A gateway, with a round tower at 
a fmall didance from it. The towers in the cadle arc generally round, fome polygonal. 
Over the entrance is an infciiption, purporting'^ the time of repair. The hall is worthy 
the bofpitality of the family ; has two fire-places, a hatch to the kitchen, and another to 
the cellar. * 

The great fiimily piaure is a curious performance ; and dilF mere valuable on ac- 
count of the didinguidied perfons reprefented. It is tripartite,, ia form of a fkreen. In 
the centre is the celebrated George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, ^he hero .of the 
reign of Elizabeth ; and his lady, Margaret Rufli^l, daughter of Francis, fecond Earl of 
Bedford. He is dreifed in armour, fpotted with dars of gold ; but much of it is con- 
cealed by a ved and ildrts reaching, to lus knees ; his helmet and gauntlet^ lying on. the 

a 

* Dugtlale, fiaron. i. 

Boor, 
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floor, arc (ludded in like manner. He was born in tl’cyear 155S, and by the death of 
his father fell under the guardianfliip of his royal millrefs, who placed him imdcr ihe 
tuition of Doftor Whitgift, afterwanls Archbilhop of Canterbury. He applied himfelf 
to mathematics ; but loon afu r leaving the college he felt the fpirit of his warlike an- 
ceftors rife within him, and f()r the relt of his life diflinguiflicd hin.felf by deeds of arms 
honourable to himfelf*, and of ufe to his country, in not fewer than twenty-two voy- 
ages againft the Geryon of the time, Phillip II. who felt the effods of hivS -prowefs, 
agatnfb the invincible armada, againll his European dominiens, and the more diftant 
ones in America. He was always fiiccefsful agaitifl: the enemy, but often fuffered great 
hardlhips by ftorms, by difeafes, and by faiuiue. The wealth which he acquired was 
devoted to the fervicc of the ftate, for he fpent not only the acquilitions of his voyages, 
but much of his paternal foriune in building of fliips ; and much alfo he dil- 
fipated by his love of horfe-races, tournaments, and every oxpenfive diverfion. 
Queen Elizabeth appointed him her champion t in all her tilting matches, from 
the thirty-third year of her reign ; .and in tII th-'^e c\'ercifc.s of tilllngs, tuni- 
ings, and courfes of the field, he excelled all the nobility of his time. Flis magni- 
ficent armour worn on thofe occafions (adorned with rofes and Jleursdelh J)is adlually 
preferved at Appleby caftle, where is, befides, a copy of this pidfure. In the courfe of 
the life of foldicr, faiior, and courtier, he fell into the licentloufnefs fometimes incident 
to the profeflions : but, as the infeription bn the pifture imports, the eifedts of his early 
education were then felt, for he died penitently, willingly, and chrKlianly. 

His lady (lands by him in a purple gown, and white petticoat, embroidered with gold. 
She pathetically extends one hand to two beautiful boys, as if in the adlion of dilTuading 
her Lord from fuch dangerous voyages, when more interefiing and tender claims ur- 
ged the prefence of a parent. How mud he have been aflfedled by his refufat, when 
he found that he had loft both on his return from two of his expeditions, if the heart of 
a hero does not too often diveft itfelf of the tender renfations ! 

The letters of thiii lady are extant in manufeript, and alfo her diary ; (he unfortu- 
nately marries without liking, and meets with the fame return. She mentions fevcral 
minutia that I omit, being only proofe of her attention to accuracy. She complains 
greatly of the cooloefs of her Lord, and his negleft of his daughter, Anne Cliftbrd ; and 
endured great poverty, of which Ihe writes in a moll moving drain to James I. to feveral 
great perfons, and to the Earl himfelf. All her letters are humble, fuppliant, and pa> 
thetic, yet the Earl was faid to have parted with her on account of her high fpirit §. 

Above the two principal figures are painted the heads of two fillers of the Earl, Anne, 
Counters of Warwick, and Elizabeth,' Countefs of Bath t and two, the fiilers of the 
Countefs ; Frances, married to Phillip, Lord Wharton ; and Margaret, Couatefs of 
Derby. Beneath each is a long inferiprion* The feveral inferiptions ^ere compofed by 

* At an audirnce the Earl had after one of his expeditions, the Queen, perhaps defignedir, dropped one 
of her gloves. His lordihip took it up, and prefented it to her ; (ho gracioufly defired him to keep it a. a 
nark of her elleem. Thus gratifyin|; his ambition with a retfard that fuifiid her majefty’s avarice. Hu 
adorned it with diamonds, and wore u in the front of his high-crowned hat on days of tournaments. This 
is exprefled in tlue fine print of him, by Robert White. ^ ^ 

t Mr. Walpole, in his mifeeiiaheous Antiquities, has favoured us with a very entertaining account of 
snvcftkurc. He fuccceded the gallant old Rnight Sir Henry Les, in 1590, who with much ceremony re- 
figned the office. 

^ 1 have feen in the coIltAion of her Grsce the Dutchefs Dowager of Portland, a book of dtawings of 
alt Knightt-tilters of his time, drefied in their rich nrmour. Among otheis is the Far! of Cumbcrl.ind, in 

E very armour I mention. * 

I Thefe, and feveral other nnccdotei of tlw family, I found in certiyn MSS. letters and diaries of the 
and her daughter. 


Anne 



PBNkXKT* 8 SECOl^D TOUR !N SCOTLAND. 5 »I 

* 

Anne Clifford, with the affiilance of Judge Hales, who perufed and methodized for her 
the neceffary papers and evidences *. 

The two fide-leaves fliew the portraits of her celebrated daughter, Anne Clifford, af- 
terwards Countefs of, Dorfet, Pembroke, and Mont;,omery ; th'.* moft eminent perfon 
of her age for intellcflual accoinpliflinit-nts, for fpirit, magnificence, and deeds of bene- 
volence. Both thef;' paintings are full hmgths : the one reprefents her at the age of 
thirteen, (landing in her ftudy, drefl'ed in white, embroidered with flowers, her head 
adorned with great pearls. One hand is on a mufic-book, her lute lies by her. 'fhe 
book informs us of the fafli:«jnablo courfe of reading ajiiong people of rank in her 
days. I perceived among them, Eufebius, St. Augudine, Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, 
Godfrey of Boulogne, the French Ac?clemy, Camden, Ortelius, Agrippa, on the vanity 
of occult Sciences, &c. &c. Above are heads of Mr. Samuel Daniel, her tutor, and 
Mrs. Anne d’aylor, her governefs ; the laft appearing, as the infeription fays (he was, a 
religious and good woman. This memorial of the mdruftors of her youth is a mod 
grateful acknowledgement of the benefits (he tcceived from them. She was certainly 
a mod happy fubjeft to work on ; for, according to her own account, old Mr. John 
Denham, a great adronomer, in her father’s houfe, ufed to fay, ** that the fweet in- 
fluence of the Pleiades, and the bands of Orion, were powerful both at her conception 
and birth j” and when (lie grew up, Do£lor Donne is reported to have faid of her, 
that “ (he knew well how to difeourfe of all things, from predeftination to flea-filk'* t* 

In the other leaf (he appears in her middle age, in the date of widowhood, dreffedin 
a black gown, and black veil, and white ileeves, and round her waid is a chain of great 
pearls ; her hair long and brown ; her wedding ring on the thumb of her right hand, 
which is placed on the bible, and Charron’s Book of Wifdom. The red of the books 
are of piety, excepting one of didillations, and excellent medicines. Such is the figure 
of the heroic daughter of a hero father, whofe fpirit diflated this aiumated anfwer to the 
infolent minider of an .mgrateful court, who would force into ope of her boroughs, a 
perfpn difagreeable to her : 

“ I have been bullied by an ufurper ; I have been negled:ed by a court ; but I will 
not be dictated to by a fubjefl. Your man lha’nt dand. 

” Anne Dorfet, Pembroke, and Montgomery.” 

Above her are the heads of her two hulbands, Richard Earl of Dorfet, who died in 
1624} an aimable nobleman, a patron of men of letters, and bounteous todidreffed 
worth. The other is of that brutal fimpleton, Philip, Earl of Pembroke, the jud fub- 
jed of Butler’s ridicule, whom (he married fix years after the death of herfird lord. 
Tct (he fpeaks fiivourably of each, notwithdandihg their mental qualifications were fo 
different : ” Thefe two Lords, fays (he, to whom I waS by the divine providence mar- 
ried, were in their feveral kindes worthy nobiemen'as any in the kingdom j yet it was 
my misfortune to have croffes and contradi^ions with them both. Nor did there want 
malicious ill-willers to blow and fpment the coals of diffenfion between uS|fo as in both 
their life-times the marble pillars of Knowle, in Kent, and Wilton, in Wiltfhire, were to 
me but the gay arbours of 4ngui(h', infomuch as a wife man, who knqw the infide of 
my fortune, would often fay, tnat I lived in both;hefe my 'Lords great families ks the 
river of Roan, or Rodanus, runs through the laxe of Geneva, without mingling any 
part of its dreams with that of the lake.” 

* Life of Lord Keeper North. * ,f Bifliop Raiabow’t difcoutle at Iter funeral, in 1657. 
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But (he was releafed from her fecond marriage by the death of her hufband, in i6^q. 
After which the greatnefs of her mind burft out in full and uniniun upted lullre. She 
re>builty or repaired, fix of her ancient caftles ; (lie reftored ft-wn ;:ii’.:rches, or chapels; 
founded one hofpital, and repaired another. She lived i:’ vail hofpitality at all her 
‘ cafUes by turns, on the beautiful motive of difpenfmg her charity in rotation, among 
the poor of her vaft eftates. She travelled in a horfe-littcr ; and often took new nnd 
bad roads from caftle to.caftle in order to find out caufe of laying out money among 
the indigent, by employing them in the repairs, 'i'he opulent alfo felt the effctl of 
her generolity, for Ihe never fuffered any vifitors to go away without a prefent, ingeni- 
oully contrived according to thgr quality *. After the reftoration flie was J’oHcited to 
go to court, but declined the invitation, faying “ that if flic went, flie muft have a pair 
of blit)kers fuch as her horfes had, left ftie fliould fee fuch things as would offend her.” 
She often fate in perfon as flieriffefs of the county of Weflmorcland ; at length died, at 
the age of eiglity-fix, in the year 1676, and was interred at Appleby. ll.-.r groat pof- 
feflions devolved to John Earl of Thanet;- who married Margaret, her eldelt daughter, 
by the Earl of Dorfet. 

Here are four heads of this illuftrious Countefs, in thd ftates of childhood, youth, 
middle, and old age f. My print is taken from one refeiubh’ng the laft in the gallery at 
Strawberry-Hill, which the Hon. Horace Walpole was fo obliging as to permit to be 
copied J. 

In one of the rooms is a fiftitious pi£fure of the fair Rofamond, daughter of Walter 
de Clifford, and miftrefsto Henry II. She is dreffed in the mode of the reign of Eliza- 
beth ; but at her ear is a red rofe, an allufion of the painter to her name. 

A pifture of a young perfon, with a crown by her. Another of a name inferibed, 
vu//us index animi ; and a third portrait, half length, of the great Earl of Cumberland, 
in a white hat, are the moft remarkable unnoticed. 

1 mull mention two good odagonal rooms, in one of which is fome Angular tapeftry, 
exprefling the puniflihient of the vices. Cruautc is reprelented with head, hands, and 
feet in the (locks ; and Mal-bouche and Vil-parier undergoing the cutting pfF of their 
tongues. 

On the fleeple of the church is an infeription, importing, that it was repaired after it 
had been ruined in the civil wars, by Lady Clifford Countefs of Pembroke, in 1655. 
Within the church are inferiptions, on plain (tones, in memory of the three firft Earls 
of Cumberland. Thofe on the two firfl relate little more than their lineage : but the 
noble hiftorian of the family informs us, that the firft Earl was brought up with 
Henry VIII. and beloved by him. That be was one of the mod eminent lords of his 
time, for noblenefs, gallantry, and cdurtfhip, but wafted much of his eftate. That the 
fecond Earl at the beginning was alfo a great wader of his eftate, till he retired into the 
country, when he grew rich. He was much addidlcd to the (ludy and practice of alchemy 
and chemiftry, and a great diftillcr of waters for medicines ; was iludipus in alt man- 
ner of learning^ and had an excellent library both of waitten-hand books, and printed §. 

* Life of Lord Keeper North, 14T. * 

^ She/ays in her Siaty, that in 0i9, her piditre-waa drawn by lurking'. She intnttoni alfo fome of 
the amufements of the time, luch at Gltcko, at ’which Ihe loll 15!. aj>d Barley-break, at which flie played 
on the bowling-green at Buckhurft. 

J Mr. Walpole (hewed me a medal, with the head of the Gonnteft, exafily refembling the piflnre. On 
the reverfe is religion, reprefented by a femiilc figure crowned, and (landing. In one band the bible ; the 
left arm embraces a crofiatallcr than herl'cU. * 

5 Life of Lady Anne Clifford, &c. by herfclf, MS. 
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Continue my journey through a pleafant vale, watered by the Arc, or the Gentle 
River, as the Celtic Ara fignifies, cxprellive of its fmooih courlc •. Along its fide 
winds the canal, which, when finiihed, is to convey the manufaftures of Leeds to Liver, 
pool. Ride beneath a great aquedud, at Kildwick, and have foon after a view of the 
rich valley that runs towards Leeds. Reach Kighly, at the bottom of another rich vale, 
that joins the former. This place has a confiderable manufaflure of figured cverlaft- 
iugs^ in imitation of French filks, and of Qialloons and calliinancoes ; and numbers of 
people get their livelihood by ipinning of wool for the ftocking-weavers. The an. 
cient family of Kighly take their name Irom this town. One of them, Henry Kighly, 
obtained from Edward I. for this his manour, the privileges of a market and fair, 
and a free-warren, fo that none might enter into thofe grounds to chace there, or with 
defign to catch any thing pertaining to the faid warren, without the permifiion and 
leave of the faid Henry and his fucceffors” t* ' 

After crofiing fome very difmal moors, varied with feveral tedious afeents and de« 
feents, reach, at the foot of a very fteep hill, tl)e great town of 

Halifax, or the Holy.Hair, from a legendary tale not worth mentioning. It is feated 
in a very deep bottom, and concealed from view on every fide, till approached very 
nearly. 'I'he fireets are narrow ; the houfes moftly built and covered with fionc, 
and the fireets have been lately paved in the manner of thofe at Edinburgh, The 
town extends far in length, but not in breadth. Here is only one church, fpacious, 
fupported by two rows of offagonal pillars, and fupplied with a handfome organ. 'J'he 
Conqueror bedewed the lordihip of W akefield |, of which this place is part, on his re- 
lation, Williain.Earl of Warren and Surry, who gave the church and manour to the 
abbot of Lewes ; and his fucceflbrs condantly held courts here fro;n that time to the dif- 
folution §. The parifh is of valt extent, contains above one and forty thousand inh ibi. 
tants, and is fupplied with twelve chapels. In the town are feveral mecting-houfos ; 
one, calk'd the chapel, is a neat and elegant building, ere£led by the independents, and 
even duccoed. • 

Halifax rofe on the decline of the woollen trade at Rippon ; which was brought 
from that town in the time of a Mr. John Waterhoufe, of this place, who was born in 
144^, a!id lived near a century. In the beginning of his time, here were only thirteen 
houfc.s, but in 1 556 above a hundred and forty houfliolders paid dues to the vicar (| ; 
and in 1 738, fays Mr. Wright, there were not fewer than eleven hundred families. 
The woollen manufaftures flourilh here greatly ; fuch as that of the narrow cloth, bath- 
coatings, flialloons, everlalHngs, a fort of coarfe broad cloth, with black hair lid fpr 
Portugal, and with blue foj Turkey ; fayes, of 7decp colour, for Guinea ; the lad are 
packed in pieces of twelve yards and a half, wrapped in an oil cloth, p.iinted with ne- 
groes. elephants, &c. in order to captivate thofe poor people ; and perhaps one of thefe 
bundles and a buttle of rum may be the price of a man in the infamous tradlc. Many 
blood-red clothes are exported to Italy, from whence they are fuppofed to be^fent to 
Turkey. The blues are fold to Norway. The manufadure is far from being confined 
to the neighbourhood, for its influence extends as £ir as Settle, near thirtymriles didant, 
cither in the fpiuning or weaving branches. The great manufafturers give out a dock 
of wool to the artificers, who return- it again in yarn or cloth ; but man/ taking in. a la];^ 
ger quantity of work than they can fiuim, are obifged to advance farther into the coun- 

* Camden, ii. 857, who fays, that the Ararit, the modem Saone, takes its name for the fame reafoa. 
The bwifs Aar is very rapid, , 

f Camden, ii. 85^. ^ Wright'a nalifax, 202. \ Wright, 8. * |j Ibid. 
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try in fearch of more hands, which caufes the trade to fpread from place to place, 
which has now happily extended its influence ; but not always alike, for it is bounded 
by the kerfies at Soyland,and by the bays at Rochdale. 

Oftober a. In pafTing through the end of Halifax, obferve a fquare fpot, about four 
feet high and thirteen broad, made of neat afhler hone, acceflible on one fide by four or 
fwe -fteps'." On this was placed the Maiden, or inflrument for beheading of criminals ; 
a privilege of great antiquity in this place. It feems to have been confined to the limits 
of the foreft of Hardwick,' or the eighteon towns and hamlets within its precinfts. The 
time when this cuflom took place is unknown ; whether Earl Warren, Lord of this 
ibrefl, might have eflablifhed it among the fanguinary laws then in ufe againft the in» 
vaders of the hunting rights, or whether it might not take place after the woollen manu* 
fadures at Halifax began to gain flrength, is uncertain. The laft is very probable i 
for the wild country around the town w'as inliabited by a lawlefs fet, whofe drpreda. 
tions on the cloth^tenters might foon (lifle the efforts of infant induftry. For the pro* 
tedion of trade, and for the greater terror of offenders, by fpeedy execution, this cuf- 
tom feems to have beeir eflablifhed, fo as at lafl to receive the force of law, which was, 
that if a felon be taken within the liberty of the forefl of Hardwick, with goods 
ftolen out, or within the faid precinds, either hand>habend, back berand, or con* 
feflion’d, to the value of thirteen*pence half*penny, he (hall, after three market days or 
meeting-days within the town of Halifax, next after fuch his apprehenfion, and being 
condemned, be taken to the gibbet, and there have his head cut from its body. *” 
The offender had always a fair trial ; for as foon as he was taken he Was brought to 
the Lord’s bailiff at Halifax : he was then expofed on the three markets (which here 
were held thrice in a week) placed in a flocks, with the goods ftolen on his back, or if the 
theft was of the cattle kind, they were placed by him and this was done both to ftrike 
terror into others, and to produce new informations againft him f. The bailiff then 
fumtnoned four freeholders of each town within the foreft to form a jury. The felon 
and profecutors welt brought face to face ; the goods’, the cow, or horfe, or whatfo* 
ever was ftolen, produced. If he was found guilty, he was remanded to prifon, had 
if week’s time allowed for preparation, and then was conveyed to this fpot, wharc his 
head was ftruck off, by this machine. 1 fhould have premifed, that if the criminal, 
either after apprehenfion, or in the way to execution, could efcape out of the limits of 
the foreft (part being clofe to the town) the bailiff had no farther power over him : but 
if he fhould he caught wHhin the precinds at any time after, he was immediately cxc* 
cuted on his former fentcnce. 

This privilege was very fr^ly ufed during the reign of Elizabeth : the records be- 
fore that time were loft. Twenty-five fuffered in her reign, and at leaft twelve from 
1643 to 1650 j after which I believe the privilege was no more exerted. 

This machine of death is now deflroyed ; but I faw one of the fame kind in a room 
under the parliament-houfe at Edinburgh, where it was introduced by the Regent 
Morton, who took a ihodel of it as he paffed through Halifax, and at length fuffered 
by it himfeff. It is in form of a painter’s eafel, arid about ten feet high : at four feet 
iron^the bottom is a crofs bar, on which the felondays his head, which is kept down by 
^another placed above. In the inner edges of the frame are grooves ; in thefe is 
placed a fharp ax with a vaft weight of lead, fupported at the very fummit with a peg ; to 
that peg is faJftened a cord, which the executioner cutting, the ax falls, and docs the af* 

€ * Wright, {^4, and Halifax and its gibbet-law, 6 cc 1 8. 
f Gibbet-Law foys, that be it expofed after 

fair 
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fair effcduBlly, without AiflFering the imhappy criminal to undergo a rcpctitiori of ftrokes^ 
as has been the cafe in the common method. I muft add, that if the fufferer is con- 
demned for ftealing a horfe or a cow, the firing is tied to the beaft, which, on being 
whipped, pulls out the peg, and becomes the executioner. 

On defeending a hill, have a hneview of a vale, with the Calder meandring through 
it. Towards the upper end are two other little vales, whofe hdcs are filled with fmall 
houfes, and bottoms with fulling-mills. Here are feveral good hOufes, the property of 
wealthy clothiers, with warehoufes in a fuperb and elegant flyle ; the fair oflentation of 
induflrious riches. Dine at a neat alehoufc, at the foot of the hill, at the head of the 
canal, which conveys the manufactures to the Trent. Call here on my old correfpono 
dent Mr. Thomas Bolton, and am furpriaed with his vafl collection of natural hiflory, 
got together to amufe and improve his mind after the fatigues of bufinefs. 

Crofs the Calder at Lowerby bridge j after a fleep afeent arrive in a- wild and 
tnoory country, pafs by the village of Loyland ; reach Blackftone>edge, fo called from 
the colour of certain great (lones that appear on the fummit. The view is unbounded 
of Lancafhire, Chefhire, and Wales. The ancient road down this hill was formerly 
tremendous ; at prefent a new one winds down the fides for ■ two miles excellently 
planned. The parilh of Halifax reaches tef^his hill It is my misfortune that the Rev.. 
Mr. Watfon’s full account of this parifh did not fall into my hands till this fheet was 
going to the prefs ; for my account would have received from it confiderable improve- 
ments. A little before our arrival on the top of this hill, enter the county of Lan- 
cafter. 

Reach Rochdale, a town irregularly built, noted for its manufactory of bays. The 
church is on an adjacent eminence, to be reached by an afeent of about a hundred and 
feventeen Reps. The Roche, a fmall Rream, runs near the town. 

OCt. 1 1 . After fix miles ride, pafs by Middleton^ In a pretty vale, on an emi- 
nence, is Alkrington, the feat of Afhton Lever, £fq. where 1 continue the whole day, 
attracted by his civility, and the elegance of his mufeum. * 

OCt. 1 2. Wearied, with the length of my journey, halten through Manchefter and 
Warrington, and find at home tbt fame fiitifaCtory conclufion as that of my fornter 
tour. 


APPENDIX.— Number I.. 

Concerning the Conjiitution. of the Church of Scotland.. 

PRESBYTERIAN government in Scotland took place after the reformation of 
popery, as being the form of ecclefiafiical government moft agreeable to the genius 
and inclinations of the people of Scotland. When James VI. tfuccceded to the crown 
of England, it is well known that,* during his reign and that of his fuceeifors of the 
family of Stewart, defigns were formed of altering the conflitution of our civil govern- 
ment, and rendering our kings more abfoluto. The eflablifhmeht of cpifeop^cy ia 
Scotland was thought to be one point proper to facilitate the e.\ecution of thefe defigns. 
Epifcopacy was accordingly eftabliflied at length, and continued to be the government 
of the church till the Revolution, when, fuch defigns fubfilting no longer, Prelbyterian. 
government was reflored to Scotland. • It was edablilhed by a^ of pirliament in 1 690, 
and was afterwards fecurejji by an exprefs article ia the treaty of unioa between the 

two 



526 MNNAKt’s SECONb'TOUR IN SCOTl.ANfi. 

two kingdoms of England and Scotland. Among the minifters of Scotland there fub- 
fifts a perfeft equality ; that is, no minifter, confidered as an individual, has an authori- 
tative jm*ifdi3ion over another. Juriidi£lion is competent for them only when they aft 
in a colleftive body, or a court of judicature ; and then there is a fuborJinatioa of 
one court to another, or inferior and fuperior courts. 

The courts eflabliflied by law are the four following, viz. Church Seillons, Prefby. 
teries, Provincial Synods, and above all a National or General Affcmbly. 

A Church Sedion is compofed of the miniiler of the parifh and certain dlfcreet lay- 
men, who are chofen and ordained for the excrcife of difeipline, and are called Elders. 
The number of thefe Elders varies according to the extent of the pariih. Two of 
them, together with the Minifter, are necefiary, in order to their holding a legal meet- 
ing. The minifter always prefides in thefe meetings, and is called Moderator ; but 
has no other authority but what belongs to the Prxfes of any other court. The Church 
SelSon is appointed for infpefting the morals of the parifliioners, and managing the 
funds that are appropriated for the maintenance of the poor within their own bounds. 
When a perfon is convifted of any inftance of immoral conduft, or of what is incon- 
fiftent with his Chriftian profeflion, the Church Scflioii inflicKs fome ecclcfiaftical cen- 
fure, fuch as giving him an admonition of rebuke ; or if the crime be of a grofs and 
publick nature, they appoint him .to piofefs bis repentance in the face of the whole 
congregation, in order to make fatisfaftion for the publick offence. The higheft 
church cenfure is excommunication, which is feldom inflifted but for contumacy, or 
for fome very atrocious crime obftinately pcrfilled in. In former times there were 
certain civil pains and penalties which followed upon a fcntence of excotnmunication ; 
but by a Britifh ftatute thefe are happily aboliflied. The church of Scotland addreff;s 
its cenfurcs only to the confciences of men ; and if they cannot reclaim offenders by 
the methods of perfualion, they think it inconfiftent with the fpirit of true religion, to 
have recoufe to'cOmpulfory ones, -fuch as temporal pains and penalties. 

If the perfon thinks himfelf aggrieved by the Church Seffion, it is competent for 
him to feek redrefs, by entering an appeal to the Prefbytery, which is the next fu- 
perior court. In like manner he may appeal from the Prefbytery to the Provincial 
Synod, and from the Synod to the Afl'embly, whole feutence is final in all eccUTiafUcal 
matters. 

A Prefbytery confifts of the Minifters within a certain diftrift, and alfo of one ruling 
Elder from each Church Seflion within the diftrif);. In fettling the boundaries of a Pref- 
bytery, a regard was paid to the fituation of the country. Where tlie country is popu- 
lous and champaign, there are inftances of thirty Minifters and as many Elders being 
joined in one Prefoytery. In mobntainous countries where travelling is more difficult, 
there are only feven or eight Minifters, in fome places fewer in a Prefbytery. The 
number of Prefbyteries is computed to be at about feventy, Prefbyterics review the pro- 
cedure of Church Seffions, and judge in references and appeals that are brought before 
them. They take trials' of candidates for the miuiftry ; and if, upon fuch trial, they 
find them duly qualified, they licenfe them to preach, but not to difpenfe the (iicra- 
ments. Such licentiates are called Probationers. *It is not common for the church of 
^Scotland to ordain or confer holy ofdcrs on fuch licentiates till they be prefented to, 
fome vacant kirk, and thereby acquire a right to a benefice. 

It is the privileges of Prefbyteries to judge their own members, j(t lead in the firft 
inftance. They may b<- judged for herefy, that is, for preaching or publifhing doc- 
trines that are coifirary to the publick ftandard impoied by aft of Parliament and Affem- 
*bly ; or for any inftance of immoral conduft, Profecutions for herefy Y^ere formerly 
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more frequpjit than they are at prefent, but happily a more liberal fpirit has gained 
ground among the clergy of Scotland. They think more freely than they did pf old, 
and conlcquently a fpirit of inquiry and moderation feems to be on the growing hand ; 
fo that profecutions for herefy are become more rare, and are generally \poked upon as 
invidious. Some fenfible men among the clergy of Scotland look upon fubfeript’ons 
to certain articles and creeds of human compofition as a grievance, from which they 
would willingly be delivered. 

Prefbyteries are more fevere in their ccnfurcs qpon their own members for any in- 
ftance of immoral conduft. If the perfon be convifted, they fufpend him from the 
exi^rcife of his minifterial office for a limited time ; but if the crime be of a heinous 
nature, they depofe or deprive him of his clerical charadler ; fo that he is no longer 
a minifter of the church of Scotland, but forfeits his title to his benefice, and other 
privileges of the eftabliflied church. However, .if the perfon thinks himfelf injured by 
the fentcnce of the Prefbyfery, it is lawful for him to appeal to the Provincial Synod, 
within whof.' bounds his Preibytery lies ; and from the Synod he may appeal to the 
National Aflembly. Prelbyterics hold their meetings generally every month, except in 
remote countiies, and have a power of adjourning themfelvesto whatever time or place 
within their dillrift they fhall think proper. They choofe their own Prtefes or Mode* 
rator, who mull be a miniller of their own Preibytery. The ruling Elders who fit ia. 
Prefbyteries, niufl be changed every half-year, or elfe chofen again by their refpeftive 
Church Seffions. 

Provincial Synods are the next fuperior courts to Prefbyteries, and are compofed of 
the fcvcral Prefbyteries within the province, and of a ruling Elder from each Church 
Seffion. 'I’he ancient diocefes of the bifhops are for the moft pan the boundaries of 
a Synod. Mofl of the Synods in Scotland meet twice every year, in the months of 
April and October, and at every meeting they choofe their Prjefes or Moder^tor, who 
mult be a clergyman of their own number. They review the procedure of Prefbyteries^ 
and judge in appeals, references and complaints, that arc brought be^re them from the 
inferior courts. And if a Prefbytery fliall be found negligent in executing the ecclcfi- 
aflical laws againft any of their members, or any other perfon within their jurifdiftion, 
the Synod can call them to account, and cenfure them as they lhall fee caufe. 

The General Aflembly is the.fupreme court in ccclefiaflical matters, and from which 
there lies no appeal. As they have a power of making laws and canons, concerning the 
difeipline and government of the church and the publick fervice of religion, the King 
fends always a Commiflioner to reprefent his royal perfon, that nothing may be enad'ed 
inconfiHent with the laws of the ftate. The perfon who reprefents tnc King is generally 
fonie Scots nobleman, whom His Majefly nominates annually fome time before the. 
meeting of the aflembly, and is allowed a fuitablc Hilary for defraying the expence of 
this honourable ofiice. He is prefent at all "the meetings of the aflembly, and at all 
their debates and deliberations. After the aflembly is conilituted, he prefents his com- 
niiflion and delivers a fpeech j, and, when they have finiflied their bufmefs, which they 
commonly do in twelve days, he' adjourns the aflembly, and appoints the time and 
place of their next annual meeting, wlpch is generally at Edinburgh, in the month of 
fvlay. » 

I’he Aflembly is compofed of Minlftcrs and ruling*Elders cliofen annually from each 
Preibytery in Scotland. As the number of Mmillers and Elders in a Preibytery varies^ 
fo the number of their reprefentatives mull hold a proportion to the number of Minif- 
ters and elders that are in the Prelbyter^i. The proportion is fixed by, laws and regu- 
lations fur that purpofe. £la^h royal burgh and univerfity in Scotland has likewife the 
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privilege oP choofing a ruling Elder to the Aflfembly. All eleftions ihuft at lead be 
made forty days before the meeting of the Aflembly. Their jurifdiftion is either con- 
ftitutive or judicial. By the firft they have authority to make, laws in ecclefiaftical 
matters ; by the other they judge in references and appeals brought before them' from 
the fubordinate courts, and their fentences are dccilivc and final. One poiiit, which 
greatly employs their attention, is the felticmciit of vacant pariflies. The qomnioti 
people of Scotland are greatly prejudiced againlt the law of patronage. Hence when a 
patron prefents a candidate to a vacant parilh, the parilhioners frequently make great 
eppofition to the fcttlcment of the prefentee, and appeal from the inferior courts to the 
Aflembly. The Aflembly now-a-days are not difpofed to indulge the parilhioners in 
unreafonable oppofition to prefentces. On the oiher hand, they are imwillmg to fettle 
the prefentee in oppofition to the whole people, who refufe to fubmit to his miniftry, 
becaufe in this cafe his tninifl rations amongft them nmft be ufelefs and without cffccl. 
The Affembly, therefore, for the moft part delay giving fentcnce in fuel) cafes, till once 
they have ufed their endeavours to reconcile the parilhioners to the prefentee. But if 
their attempts this ways prove unfuccefsful, they proceed to fettle the prefentee in obe- 
dience to the aft of parliament concerning patronages. . Upon the whole it appears that, 
in the judicatories of the church of Scotland, there is an equal reprefentation of the 
laity as of the clergy, which is a great fecurity to the laity againll the ufurpations of 
the clergy. 

The bufinefs of every minifier in a parilh is to perform religious worlhip, and to 
preach in the language of the country to his congregation every Sunday, and likewife 
on other extraordinary occafions appointed by the laws and regulations of the church. 
The tendency of their preaching is to infiruft their hearers in the eflential doftrines of- 
natural and revealed religion, and improve thefe inllruftions in order to promote the 
praftice of piety and ibcial virtue. Of old, it was cufiomary to preach upon contro* 
verted and mylferious points of divinity, but it is now hoped that the generality of the 
clergy confine the fobjeft of their preaching to what has a tendency to promote virtue 
and good morals, and to make the people peaceable and ufeful members of fociety. 

Minifters likewife examine their parilhioners annually. They go to the dificrent 
towns ^nd villages * of the parilh, and in an eafy and fomiliar manner converfe with them 
upon the clfential doftrines of religion. They make trial of their knowledge by putting 
quefiions to them on thefe heads. The adult as well as children arc catechifed. They 
likewife vifit their parilhes and inquire into the behaviour of their feveral parilhione s, 
and admonilh them for whatever they find blameable in their conduft At thefe vifi- 
tations the minilfer inculcates the praftice of the relative qnd focial duties, and infifts 
upon the iieceffity of the praftice of them. And if there happen to be any quarrels 
among neighbours, the minifier endeavours by the power of perfuafion to bring about 
a reconciliation. But in this part of their conduft much depends upon the temper, 
prudence, and diferetion of minillers, who are cloathed with the fame pafiions, preju- 
dices, and infirmities that 'other men are. 

♦ 1 muft obftrve, that BIHiop Gurnet (by birth a Scotchman) adopted In his diocefethe zeal of the church 
of his native countijy and Its attention to the morals and goocl condu£l of the ckrgy and their flocks. Not 
^ontc^t wiih tlie^uiiial triennial .vifitatloris, he every Cummer, during lix weeks, made a progrefs through 
Come dillridlof his dioccfei preaching and chnfirming from church to church, fo that before the return of 
the triennial vifitacton, lie became well acquainted with the behaviour of every iucumbent. He preached 
every Sunday In fome church of the city of Salilbury ; catechifed and inftrudted its youth for confirmation ; 
was moft vigilant and ftridt in his examination of candidates for holy orders ; was an isvinciblc enemy to piu- 
ralitiesy and of couric to tion«refidents ; filled his office with worth and dignity, and by his epifcopal me- 
rits, it is to be hoped, may have atoned for the acknowledged blemiflies jn his biographical character. 
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To this fenfiblo account of the church of North Britain, I beg leave to add another, 
which may be confidered as a fort of fupplemeut, and may fervs to fling light on fume 
points untouched in the pivceJing ; it is the extraQ: from an anfwor to foine (]ucrits I 
lent a worthy corrcfpondeut in the Highlands, to whom I am indebted for many fen- 
fible communicationi. : 

“ To apprehend well the prefent Hate of our church patronage and mode of fettle- 
ment, we mult briefly view tliis matter from the Reformation. At that rcmaikable 
period the whole temporalities of the church we.re refutned by the crown and parlia- 
ment ; and foon after a new innititenance was tiled for minillers in about 960 parifltes. 
The patrons of the (dil, fplendid popilh livings. Hill claimed a patronage in the new- 
modelled poor liipends lor parifn minillcrs. he loi\ls r,r gentlemen, who got from 
the crown grants of the fupcriorilies and lands of old abbies, claimed alfo the patronage 
of all the churches which wcr.: in the gift of fhoir abbies during popery, 'i lie King 
too claimed the old patronage of ilie crown, and thole of any cccleliallic corporations 
not granted away. • 

“ Lay-patronages were reckoned always a great grievance by the church of Scotland; 
and accordingly from the beginning of the Reformation the church declared againff 
lay patronage and prefenlations. I'lic ecch fiaflic laws, or afts ofafll'inbly, confirmed at 
kill by parliament, requireil, in order to the fcttlemcnt of a miniller, fome concurrence 
of the congregation, of the gentlemen who had property within the cure, and of the 
tld' rs of the parifh. 

“ 'I lie elders, or kirk fefllon, are a number of perfons wlio, for their wifdoin, piety, 
and knowledge, are eledcd from the body of the people in every parifli, and continue 
for Yii'c/efc bene gerentibust to allift the parifli miniller in fupprefling immoralities, and 
regulating the alfairs of the purilh. 1 hree of thel'e men and a minifter make a quorum, 
and form the lowcfl: of our church courts. 

“ Thus matters continued to the year 1649, wlnn by aft of Darliament patronages 
were aboliflicd entirely, and the eledion or nomination of imniilcrs was committed to 
the kirk feflion or elders ; who, in tiiofe days of univerfal fobriety and outward appear- 
ance at leal! of religion among the prelbytcrians, were generally the gentlemen of befl. 
condition in the parilh who were in cominunion with the church. After the rello/ation 
of King Charles 11 ., along with epifcopacy patronages returned, yet under the old laws ; 
and all debates were finally determinable by the general alfenilily, which even under 
epifcopacy in Scotland was the fupreiiie ccclefiallic court. Chus they continued till 
the Revolution, when the prefliyterian model was rcllored by aft of parliament. 

“ The people chofe thVir own miiiiflers, and matters continued in tliis form till the 
year 1711, when Queen Anne’s minillry intending to defeat the Hanover fucce'flion, 
took all methods to harrals luch as were firmly attjiched to if, which the Prclbytcrian 
geitiryand clergy ever w'ere, both from principle and intereft. An aft therefore was 
o' mined, and which is hill in force, relloring patrons to, their power of tlefting 
niiiiidcrs. • , 

“ By this aft the King is now in pulfeflion of the patronage of above 500 churches 
out of 950, having not only the olcl rights of the crown, but many patijonagcs acquired 
at the Reformation not yet alieuatsd; all the patronages of the fourteen Scots liilho'^s, 
anil all the patronages of the lords and gentlemen forfeited in the years *715 and 1 745. 
Lords, gentlemen, and magillratcs of boroughs, are the patrons of the remaining 
church'.’S. A patron miiil prefent a qualified perfon to a charge within fix months of 
the lalt incumbent’s removal or deatli, otherwife his right falls to tTie prefbytery. 
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“ A prefbytery confifls of feveral mituflcrs and eUlei s. All parilhes are annexed to- 
fome prefbytery. The pretliytery is the feconJ church court, and they revife the a£ls of 
the kirk*leflion, which is the lowoft. Above the prefbytery is the fynod, which is a 
a court confdling of feveral prefbyteries, and from all thole there lies an appeal to the 
general afl’embly, which is the fupretne church court in Scotland. This fupi .•>me court 
confifls of the King reprefented by his conunillionor, miniflcrs from the ditleront prof- 
byteries, and ruling elders. Ihcy iiicet annuuUy at Ldinburgli, cnat^ laws for the 
good of the church, and finally determine all controvortL J •.lections of mie.ilters. They 
can prevent a clergyman’s tranfporiaiion from one charge to an . then They can find 
a prrfentee qualified or unqualified, and confequentiy oblige the patron to profent 
another. They can depofe from tlie miniflry, and every intrant into holy orders be- 
comes bound to fubmit to the decifions of this court ; which, from the days of our re- 
former John Knox, has appropriated to itfclf the titles of “ The very venerable and very 
reverend Affembly” of the Church of Scotland. 

“ All the clergymen of our coinmuniqn are upon a par as to authority. We can enjoy 
no pluralities. Non-refidence is not known. We are bound to a.,regular difeharge of the 
feveral duties of our office. The different cures are frequently vifited by the prefbytery 
of the bounds; and at thefe vifitations flrift enquiry is made into the life, doclriiie, 
and diligence of the incumbent. And for default in any of thefe, he may be fufpencled 
from preaching ; or if“ any grofs immorality is proved againfl him, he can be imme- 
diately depofed and rendered incapable of officiating as a minifter of the gofpel. Ap- 
peal indeed lies, as I laid before, from the decifion of the inferior to the fupreme court. 

Great care is taken in preparing young men for the miniftry. After going through 
a conrfe of philofophy in one of our four univerlities, they miifl attend at leaf? for four 
years the divinity- hall, w'here they hear the prelections of the profeffin-s, and perform 
the different exercifes preferibed them : they muft attend the Greek, the Hebrew, and 
rhetoric clalTcs ; and before ever they are admitted to trials for the miniftry before 
a prefbytery, they murfl lay teflinionials from the different profeffors of their morals, 
their attendance, their progrefs, before them ; and if upon trial they are found unqua- 
lified, they are either let afide as unfit for the office, or enjoined to apply to their Itu- 
dies a year or two more. 

“ Our livings are in general from 6 ol. to 1 20I. fterling. Some few livings are richer, 
and a few poorer. Every minifter befides is entitled to a manfion-houfc, barn, and 
liable; to four acres of arable and three of paflurage land. Our livings are exempted 
from all public duties ; as are alfo our perfoifs from all public flatute-works. As 
fchools are erefted in all our parifhes, and that education is cheap, our young genera- 
tion is beginning to imbibe fome degree of tafle and liberal fentiment unknown to their 
illiterate rude forefathers. The Englifh language is cultivated even here amongfl thefe 
bleak and dreary mountains. Your divines, your philofophers, your hiflorians, your 
poets, have found their way .to our. fequeftered vales, and are perufed with pleafurc 
even by our lowly fwains*, and the names of 'J'illotfon, of Atterbury, of Clarke, of 
Seeker, ofNetvton,of Locke, of Bacon, of Lyttelton, of Dryden, of Pope, of Gay, and 
cf Gray, are not unknown in our diftaut land.** 
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APPENDIX.~Nomber II. 

Of the Fama Clamofa, 

Dy the Rev. Mr. Rutherford. 

“ SIR, 

“ WHEN' I had the plcafure of feeing you lafl, you defired me to give you fomc 
account of the proceedings of the church of Scotland againfl the ininifter in cafe of a 
clamofa. I would think myfelf happy if I Could in tiie leaft contribute to a'lift you 
in your laudable defign of diffiifing knowledge, and of making one part of the king 'oin 
acquainted with the manners and cuRoms of the other. You arc well acquainted with 
the church courts, and the method of proceeding in ordinary cafes, as 1 find from your 
'J’our. An appeal can be made from a feffion to a prelbytery, from a prcfbyiery to a 
fynod, from a fyiiod to the general alTciably, which is the fuprcine court, and from its 
decifion there lies no appeal. Any perfon who is of a good charaefer, may give to the 
prefbytery a complaint againft one of their members ; but the prcfliytery is not to pro- 
ceed to the citation of the perfon accufed, or, as we t erm it, to begitt the procefs, until 
the accufcr under his hand gives in the complaint, with fome account of its probabil'ty, 
and undertakes to make out the libel, under the pain of being confidered as a flanderer. 
When fuch anaccufation is brought before them, they are obliged candidly to examine 
the affair. But, befides this, the prefbytery confiders itfelf obliged to proceed againfl 
any of its members, if a fama clamofa of the fcandal is fo great that they cannot be vin- 
dicated, unlefs they begin the procefs. This they can do without any particular accufer, 
after they have enquired into the rife, occafton, and authors of this report. It is a 
maxim in the kirk of Scotland, that religion muft fuffer if the fcandalous or immo’*al 
actions of a minifter are not correfted. And whci'ever a miniRcr is reputed guilty of 
any immorality, (although before the mofl popular preacher in» the kingdom) none 
almoll will attend upon his miniftry ; therefore the prefbytery, for the fake of religion, 
is obliged to prbcced againfl a ininifter in cafe of a fama clamofa. This however is ge- 
nerally done with great tenderm fs. After they have confidered the report raifed againfl 
him, then they order him to be cited, draw out a full copy of what is reported, with a 
lift of the witneftes* names to be led for proving this allegation. He is now to be for- 
mally fummoned to appear before them ; and he has warning given him, at leaft ten 
days before the time of his compearance, to give in his anfwers to what is termed the 
libel ; an^l the names of the ^vitneftes ought alfo to be fent him. If at the lime appointed 
the miniflcr appear, the libel is to be read to him, and his anfwers are alfo to be read. 
If the libel be found relevant, then the prcfl>ytery is to endeavour to bring him to a 
confeffion. if the matter confelfcd be of' a fcandalous nature, fuch as unci eannefs, the 
prefbyteiy generally depofc him from his office, and appoint him in due time to appear 
before the congregation where the fcandal was given, and to make public confelTiou of 
his crime iin J repentance. * • 

If a minifter abfent himfelf by leaving the place, and be contumacious, without 
making any relevant excufe, a new citation is given him, and intimationSs made at his 
own church ’when the cqngrcgaiion is met, that is to be holden as confcfll d, fince * 
he rcfuled.to appear before them; and accordingly he is depofed from his office. 
When 1 was in Caithnefs an inflanee of this kind took place. A certain minifter of that 
county was reported to have a ftrongerAfTeftion for his maid than his* wife. He made 
frequent cxcurfions with tljis girl ; and although no proof of criminal convoriaiion 
could be brought, yet there was great csiufe for cenfure, as all the country took notice 
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of the affair. ^Upon meeting of the prefbytery, his brethren candidly advifed him to 
remove from his houfe a fervant with whom the public report had fcandalized him ; that 
her longer continuance would increafe the I'liipicion ; and as it gave offence to his pa- 
rifliioners, if he would not immediately dil'iuifs her, they nnift confider hint as an enemy 
to his own imereft, if not as guilty of the crime laid to his charge. They remonllr.tted 
■with him in thegentlefl terinsj but he was ftill refraftory,lcft the countiy, and carried' 
his favourite maid In his train. Tlie prefbytery confidered this as a confelfion of his 
guilt, and depofed him from his office.’* 


APPENDIX.— Number 111 . 

GaUc Proverbs. 

t . LEAGHAIDH a clobir am hhd an anmhuinn. 

Juftice itl'elf melts away in the mouth of the feeble. 

а. *5 laidir a tbeid, ’j amnhunn a th)g. 

The flrong iliall fall, and oft the weak efcape unhurt. 

3. *5 fadd lamb anfbhimanakb'. 

Long is the hand of the needy. 

4. ’S Idiiir'an t' anmbunn tin uebd treoir. 

Strong is the fccBle in the bofom of might. 

5. ’S maitb an Sgdthan sHil edrraid. 

The eye of a friend is an unerring mirror. 

б. Cba bbi ’m bochd shgh~ar faibhir. 

The luxurious poor fhall ne’er be rich. 

7. Far an tain* an abbtiin, *s dnn as mugha a fudim. 

Moft fhallow — raoft noify. 

8. Cba neil clcitb air an ole, acb gun a dbeanamb. 

There is no concealment of evil, but not to commit it. 

9. Gibbt ua cloinne-btge, bbi *ga tbirt *s ga grddiarraidb. 

The gift of a child, oft granted— oft recalled. 

I o. Cba neil faoi gun a c^oi meas. 

None fo brave without his equal. 

11. ’S niinic a tbainig combairlie ghlic a blul amadain. 

Oft has the wifeft advice proceeded from the mouth of folly. 

1 2. 'JuiJhlichid an t* each ccitbir-cbafach. 

The four-footed horie doth often Humble, fo may the flrong and mighty fall. 

13. Mar a ebaimbeas duin* a hhiatba, bbeir e breitb air a chbim bear fnacb. 

As is a man’s own life, Vo is his judgment of the lives of otherk 

14. Ehiaidb duine sbna* re iltb,, *s bbeir duine dona diii-Ieum. 

The fortunate man awaits, and he (hall arrive in peace j the unlucky haflens, 
and evil Ihall be his fate. *' 
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15. Cha do chiiir a ghuala rist nach do chuir tuar haris. 

Succefs muft attend the man who bravely ftruggles. 

1 5 . Cha gh/hir a dhearabhas ach griiomh. 

Triumph never gain’d the founding words of boafl. 

17. *S trie a dh* fhds amfuigheal-fochaid, *s a mheith am juighcahfaramaid. 

Oft has the objedl of caufelefs fcorn arrived at honour, and the once mighty 

fcorner fallen down to contempt. 

18. Cha do deiobair Feann rtgh nan laoch riamh fear a Ihimhe-dcife. 

The friend of his right hand was never deferted by Fingal, the king of 
heroes. 

19. Th'ig Dia re h* airc, *s cha *n airc nar thig. 

God cometh in the time of diflrefs, and it is no longer diftrefs when He comes. 

EPITAPH, by B£»r Jonson. 

UNDERNEATH this marble hearfe 
I.ies the fubje£I of all verfe ; 

Sidney's filler, Pembroke’s mother : 

Death, ere thou hall kill'd another. 

Fair and learn’d, and good as fhe. 

Time lhall throw a dart at thee. 

Tianilatcd into Galic. 

AN Iho na luighe fo lic-lighe 
Ha adh-bheann nan uille-bhuadh, 

Mathair Phembrokc, piuthar Philip : 

A ns gach Daan bith ' orra luadh. 

A bhais man gcarr thu fios a coi-mcas, 

Beann a drcach, fa h' juil, fa hach, 

Brillidh do bhogh, gun fhave do ihaighid : 

Bithi’— mar nach bith' tu riamh. 

A sailor’s epitaph, in the Church*yard of Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 

TIIO’ Boreas’ blow and Neptune's waves 
Have toft me to and fro. 

By God’s decree, you plainly fee, 

I’m harbour'd here below : 

"Where I muft at anchor lye 
With many of our fleet j 
But once again we mult fet fail. 

Our admiral jChrift to meet. 

T'ranflated into Galic. 

L£ UddaUcuain, 's le fheide Gaoidh 
*S liomnhor amhra thuair mi riamh j 
Gam luafga a nul* agus a nal, 

Giutric gun fhois, gun Deoch, gun bhiadh* 

. Ach 
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Ach thanig mi gu calia taimh, 

leg mi m* achdair ans un uir, 

Far an caidil mi mo phramh, 

Gus arifd an tog na fikill. 

Lc guth na troimp’ as airdc fualm 
Dus gidh mi, *s na t^eil am choir 
Coinnich* ftin Ard-admhiral a Chuain 
Bhon faith Ihin fois, is duals, is I6nn. 

SAPPHO'S ODE. 

BLEST as the immortal gods is he. 

The youth who fondly fits by thee, &c. 

Tranllated into Galic. 

1. ’ADHMHUR mar dhia neo bhafmhor *ta 
*N t’oglach gu caidreach a Ihuis re d’ I'qa : 

Sa chluin, fa chlth re faad na huin 
Do bhriara droigheal, 's do fhrea gradh ciiin. 

2. Och ! *8 turr a d’ f hogair thu mo chlofs 
'Sa dhuifg thu 'm croidh' gach buaireas bochd : 

'N tradhearc mi ort, s' me goint le 't aadh 
Bhuail reachd am uchd, ghrad mheath mo chail 

3. Theogh 'ra aigne arts, is Ihruth gu dian 
Tcafghradh air fcadh gach baal am bhiann : 

Ghrad chaoch mo (hull Ic ccodhan uain 
'S tac aoidh mo chluas le bothar>fhuaim. 

4. Chuer fallas 'tlath mo bhuil gun ICuh 
Rith Eal-ghris chuin tre m’ fhull gu dlu. 

Ghrad thug am plofg a bheannachd Icoin 
Is flmiomb mi (heach gun’ dbg am ch 5 mm. 

EPITAPH on a LADY, in the Parifh-church of Glenorchay, in North Britain. 

1. AN (ho na luigh ta fan Innis 
Bean bu duilich leom bhi ann 
Beul a cheuil, is lamh a ghrinnis, 

Ha iad ’niofhe (ho nan tanih. 

2. Tuill' cha toir am bochd dhuit beannachd : • 

An lom nochd cha chluthaich tlju nis mo' 

Cha tbrmaich dcur bho (huil na h'ainnis : 

Co tuill' O Lagg ! a bhtir dhuit treoir ? 

3« Chan f haic (hin tuille thu fa choinni : 

Cha fuidh (hin tuille air do bhbrd : 

D'fhalabh uain fuairceas, feirc is modhan 
Ha bron 's bi-mhulad air teqchd oiru. 


In 
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In Engll^. 

I. LOW flie lies here in the duft, and here memory fills me with grief ; filent is the 
tongue of melody, and the hand of elegance is now at reft. 

3 . No more’ (hall the poor give thee his blelfing ; nor {hall the naked be warmed 
with the fleece of thy flock. The tear fhalt thou not wipe away from the eye of the 
wretched. Where now, O Feeble, is thy wonted help ! 

3 . N ’ more, my fair, fhall we meet thee in the focial hall ; no more fhall we fit at 
thy hofpitabi l^-ard. Gone for ever is the found of mirth : the kind, the candid, the 
meek is now no im jre. Who can exprefs our grief ? Flow ye tears of woe I 

A YOUNG LADY’S LAMENTATION on the DEATH of her LOVER. 

1 ranflated from the Galic. 

GI.pOMY indeed is the iiigi;!. .md dark, and heavy alfo is my troubled foul : 
around me all is filent and ftili j but lieep has forfaken my. eyes, and my bofom 
knoweth not the balm of peace. 1 mourn for the lofs of the dead— the young, the 
beauteous, the brave, alas ! lies low. Lovely was thy form, O youth ! lovely and fair 
was thy open foul ! Why did I know thy worth ?— .Oh 1 why muft 1 now that worth 
deplore ? 

Length of years feemed to be the lot of my love, yet few and fleeting were his days 
of joy.— Strong he flood as the tree of the vale, but untimely he fell into the filent 
houfe. The morning fun faw thee fiourifh as the lovely rofe ; before the noon-tide 
heat low thou droop’ft as the withered plant. 

What then availed thy bloom of youth, and what thy arm of ftrength ? Ghaftly is 
the faccof Love— dim and dark the foul-expreffing eye — The mighty fell to arife no 
more ! 

Whom now fhall I call my friend ? or from whom can 1 hear the found of joy ? In 
(hec the friend has fallen -in thy grave my joy is laid.— We lived, we grew together. 
O why together did we not alfo fall ! 

Death, thou cruel fpoiler ! how oft haft thou caufed the tear to flow 1 many are the 
miferable thou haft made, and who can efcape thy dart of woe ? 

Kind I' ate, come lay me low, and bring me to my houfe of reft. In yonder grave, 
beneath the leafy plane, my love and 1 fhall dwell in peace. Sacred be the place of our 
repofe. * 

O feek not to difturb the afhes of the dead. 


APPENDIX.— Number IV. 

Account of th% Fq/iing Woman of Rofsjhire, 

* Duarobtn. AugiiA 24, ij 6 g- 

The Inforpiatioa of Mr. Rainy, Miffionary-Minifter, in Kincardine, unent Katherine McLeod. ' * 

KATHARINE M*LEbD, daughter to Donald M‘Leod, farmer in Croig, in the 
parifh of Kincardine, Rofsfhire, an unmarried woman, aged about thirty-five years, fix> 
teen years ago contraflcd a fever, after which fhe became blind. Her &ther corrie i her 
to fevcral pbyficians and furgeons to cure her blindnefs. Their preferipdous proved of 

M 
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no effeft. He carried her alfo to a lad^ykilled in phyfic, in the neighbourhood, who, 
doubtful whether her blindnefs was occ^oned by the weaknefs of her eye-lids, or a dc- 
feA in her eyes, found by the ufe of fome medicines that the blindnefs was occalioned 
by a weaknefs in her cye-lids, which being ftrengthened, flic recovered her fight in 
fome meafure, and difeharged as ufual every kind of work about her father’s farm ; 
but tied a garter tight round her forehead to keep up her eye*lids. In this condition Iho 
continued for four or five years, enjoying a good ftate of health, and working as ufual. 
She contracted another lingering fever, of which (he never recovered perfectly. 

Sometime after her fever her jaws fell, her eye-lids clofed, and (he loft her appetite. 
Her parents declare, that, for the fpace of a year and three-quarters they could not fay 
that any meat or liquid went down her throat. Being interrogated on this point, they 
owned they very frequently put fomething into her mouth : but they concluded that 
nothing went down her .throat, becaufc ftie had no evacuation ; and wlien tliey forced 
open her jaws at one time, and kept them open for fome time by putting in a hick be- 
tween her teeth, and pulled forward het* tongue, and forced fomething down her throat, 
ihe coughed and ftrained, as if in danger to be choaked. One thing, during the time 
flie eat and drank nothing, is remarkable that her jaws were unlocked, and flie recover- 
ed her fpeech, and retained it for feveral days, without any apparent caufefor the lame ; 
flie was quite fenfible, repeated feveral queftioiis of the ftiorter catechifms ; toUl them that 
it was to no purpofe to put any thing into her mouth, for that nothing went down her 
throat : as alfo that fonietimes flie underftood them when they fpokc to her. By de- 
grees her jaws thereafter fell, and flie loft her fpeech. 

Sometime before I faw her (he received fome fuftenance, whey, water-gruel, &c, but 
threw it up, at leaft for the moft part, immediately. When they put the flick be^ 
tween her teeth, mentioned above, two or three of her teeth were broken. It was at 
this breach they put in any thing into her mouth. 1 caufed them to bring her out of 
bed, and give her fomething to drink. 'I’hey gave her whey. Her neck was contraft- 
ed, her chin fixed dh her breaft, nor could by any force be pulled back : (he put her 
chin and mouth into the difti with the whey, and I perceived flie fucked it at the above- 
mentioned breach as a child would fuck the bread, and immediately threw it up again, 
as her parents had told me Ihe ufedto do, and (he endeavoured with her hand to dry 
her mouth and chin. Her forehead was contrafted and wrinkled : her cheeks full, 
red, and blooming. Her parents told me that (he flept a great deal, and foundly, per- 
fpired fometimes, and now and then emitted pretty large qnantities of blood at her 
mouth. 

For about two years pad they have been wmnt to carry her to the door once every 
day, and (he would (hew figns of uneafinefs when they neglected it at the ufual time. 
Lad fummer, after giving her to drink of the w’atcr of the well of Strathconnen, (lie 
crawled to .the door on her hands and feet without any help. She is at prefeni in a very 
languid way; and dill throws up what (he drinks. 


APPENDIX.— -NuuAer V. 

Farall^ Roads in Glen~Roy. 

ALL the defeription that can be given of the parallel roads, or terraces, is, that the 
Glen of itfelf is extremely narrow, and the hills on each fide very high, and gontially 
not rocky. In the face of thefe hills, both fidrfs of the Glen, there are three roads at 
imail diftanccs from each other, and dire£IIy oppofite on each fide. Thefe roads have 

been 
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been meftfured in the completeil parts of th^pi, and found to be 26 paces of a man five 
feet ten inches high. The two higheft are pretty near each other, about 50 yards, and 
the low^ft double that diftance from the neareft to it. They are carried along the Tides 
of the Glen with the utmofl regularity, nearly as exa£k as it drawn with a line of rule 
and compaTs. 

Where deep bums or gullies of water crofs thefe roads, they avoid both the defeent 
and af£entin a very curious manner ; fo that on the fide where the roads enters thofe 
hollows, they rather afeend along the flope, and defeend the oppofitc tide until they 
come to the level, without the traveller being fenfible of afeent or defeent. There are 
other fmaller glens falling into this Glen>Uoy. The parallel roads furround all thefe 
fmaller ones ; but where Glen<Roy ends in the open country, there are not th ? fmalleft 
veftiges of them to be feen. The length of thefe roads in Glen-Roy are about feven 
miles. There are other- two glens in that neighbourhood, where thefe roads are equally 
vifible, called Glen-Gluy, and Glen-Spean, the former running north* well and the 
latter fouth from Glen Roy^ Both thefe roads are much about the fame length as 
Glen>Roy. 

It is to be obferved that thefe roads are not caufeway, but levelled out of the earth. 
There are Tome fmall rocks, though few, in the courfe of thefe roads. People ha\% 
examined in what manner they made this pafiage through the rocks, and find no veC. 
tige of roads in the rock ; but they begin on each fide, and keep the regular line as for* 
merly. So far I am indebted to Mr. Trapaud, Governor of Fort Augufius. 

I cannot learn to what nation the inhabitants of the country attribute thefe roads : I 
was informed that they were .inaccefiible at the eafl end, open at the well, or that 
neareil to the fea, and that there were no traces of buildings, or Druidical remains, in 
any part, that could lead us to fufpe^ that they were defigned for oeconomical or reli- 
gious purpofes. The country people think they were defigned for the chace, and 
that thefe terraces were made after the fpots were cleared in lilies froln‘wood,in order 
to tempt the animals into the open paths after they wererouzed in order that they might 
come within reach of the bowmen, who might conceal themfelves in the woods above 
and below. Ridings for the fportfmen are dill common in all great forells in France 
and other countries on the continent, either that they might purfue the game without 
interruption of trees, or fiioot at it ii^ its pafiage. 

Mr. Gordon, p. 1 14, of his Intinerary, mentions fuch terraces, to the number of 
feventcen or eighteen, raifed one above the other in the mod regular manner, for the 
fpace of a mile, on the fide of a hill, in the county of Tweedale, near a village called 
Rcmana, and alfo near two fmall Roman camps. They are from fifteen to twenty 
feet broad, and appear at four or five miles didance not unlike a great amphitheatre. 
The fame gentleman alfo has obferved fimilar terraces near other camps ot the fame 
nation, from whence he fufpefks them to be the works of the Romans, and to have 
been thrown up by their armies for itinerary encampments. Such may have been their 
ufe in thofe places : but what could have been the object of (he contrivefs of the ter- 
races of Glen-Roy, where it is more than probable thofe conquerors never came, re- 
mains a mydery, except the conje^ure above given fhould prove fatisfa^ory. 
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hardy. This accounts, for mod farmers having more farms than one, as one feldom 
contains all thefe different foils and fituations. Through Tiviotdale, the product which 
mod of the famcrs fell is wedders above three years old, and abodt a feventh or dghth 
pan of the olded of their ewe dock, which are commonly about fix years old. They 
i'ell the wedders in June, and the ew'es about Michaelmas. They are modly bought 
by the Engiifli for feeding. It is iinpollible to give you an account of prices, as they 
vary almod every feafpn. Within thefe twelve years, I have known the Tiviotdale 
wedders fell from ten to fifteeti /hillings, and the ewes from fix to ten (hillings. We 
(hear or clip the wool in the months of June and July. The price of the wool varies 
as tnucli as the price of the (heep, from three (hillings and fixpence to fix (hillings and 
fixpence per done Engliih, fixteen pounds to the (lone. From five to between fix and 
feven fleeces go to the done. The market for wool is fometimes at Edinburgh, and 
fometimes in England. In foine part^ of the ead of Tiviotdale they do not falve their 
(heep, but they do it in mod places. It is thought tar warms the (heep, and dedroys 
a kind of vermin called a cade, u hich uifeds them much. The method of falving is 
very difl'erent, with regard to the quantity of butter mixed with the tar, and alfo with 
regard to the quantity of both laid on the (heep. The ' mixture is from twenty-four 
pounds Engliih to above three dones of butter to fixteen quarts of tar ; .and with this 
quantity they will falve from forty to one hundred and twenty (heep. The greater 
proportion of butter the better the wool is, not in point of fineness, but it walhes 
whiter, and confequently takes a better dye. The colder the ground is, the more falve 
is laid on. It cods. from two-pence halfpenny to threc-pence halfpenny each (heep. In 
Tiviotdale, they have got much into the pradice of giving their (heep hay in the fnows 
of winter, which is of much fervice to them. 1 cannot pretend to give you my opi- 
nion pofitively with regard to the rents paid, and how many (heep are kept by the 
acre : they vary with the foil of the ground, and often according to the opinion the 
different landlords entertain of the- value of their edates. More grounds keep below 
a (heep to the acre than above it ; and the rent dands from two (hillings to three (hil- 
lings and fixpence for each (heep. The rents of mod farms have advanced within 
thefe twelve or fourteen years, from a third to double ; which great advance has made 
Highland farming very uncertain, as no improvements which meliorate the farms can 
be made ; but they entirely depend upon the rife and fall of the markets, befides run- 
ning a great rifque frodi bad feafons. In Elkdalc, where we live, we fell no wedders, 
becaufe we cannot aflbrd to breed wedder hOg-c, on account of a difeafe, which kills 
gredt numbers of that age in our grounds. Gur product is lambs And ewes at the age 
already mentioned. Within thefe twelve years, we have fold our lambs from two (hil- 
lings to four (hillings and fixpence, and cur ewes from five (liiilings and fixpence to 
nine (hillings. Our markets are the" fame as in Tiviotdale; our wool fells lower. 
Many of us have a praflice of milking our ewes ; though it is going fad into difufe, 
becaufe it is genendly thought to- be hurtful. It renders the ewe lefs fit to bear the 
ftorms in winter ; it makes her have lefs wool ; and (he will fell at a much higher 
price at Michaelmas, if not milked, being fatter. T^ie great temptation to milk ewes 
is to provide butter for falving, which of late years .^as been very dear. As perhaps 
Mj- P, may hate a curiofity to fee a calculation of how mueh is made by, milking, I 
lhall give you an account of what I made this year out of three hundred and eighty 
ewes at Bumfoot ; for I milk'at no other of my farms. 


I made 
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I made 75 (tones Englifh of cheefe in lix weeks at 43. 4d. per (lone 
12 Stones of butter, at 3s. 6d. per Hone Englilh 


Wages of four women 
Wages of ewe-herd 


2 

o 




8 

18 


\ 



s • 

16 

5 

3 

6 

*9 

1 1 

3 

6 

j6 

5 


N. B. The whey made from the milk is more than equal to the maintenance of the 
above five fervants. 

This comes to about 9|d. each (heep. 


To the north-wed of us, in Tweddalc, Clydefdale, the head of Annandale, and in 
Galloway, the farmers fell for their produd wedder hogs, and fome of them lambs as 
we do. For the mod part the Englifh buy them to lay on their commons. They are 
a fhort coarfc-woolled dieep, and edeemed very hardy. In thefe parts they are free of 
that difeafe which kills the young (heep in our country, and which is the reafon of their 
keeping all their male lambs on mod of the farms. Thefe hogs have fold, within thefe 
twelve years, from five {hillings to eight ihillings and fixpence. The difeafes to which 
fheep arc liable aie many. I (hall only mention three of them, which are mod mor- 
tal. That which we edeem the yferd is called the Rot. They contract it by padur- 
ing in wet marfhy ground, when it happens to be a rainy feafon in the months of Au- 
gud and September. The only remedy is draining. A bad feafon will even bring on 
a rot in dry grounds,* where there is much grafs. If they fuifer much hunger, either 
from an overdock in dimmer, or from the mows in winter, it will occafion this difeafe. 
We call another difeafe the Sicknefs ; it appears to be a kind of cholic, as it fwells them 
much in the body ; it modly attacks young fheep from before Martinmas until the 
fpring. We have no remedy for it. The third difeafe is called the Louping-ill which 
rages modly from the id of April to the id of June. It deprives them of the ufe of 
their limbs. We likewife know no remedy for it. 

P. S. In reading over my letter, I think it right to explain that part of it, where I 
fay, that there are fu'ms of four thoUfand acres, I do not mean that thefe large farms 
are all padured by one fiock of fheep,. for one flock has feldom above feven or eight 
hundred acres to go upont 
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Li/i of Barons fummned to the Siege CaerJavroc. 


ELLIS de AUBIGNI. 
Aimaf de St. Amiuid. 
Brian fitz Alan. 

Hugh de Bardolf. 

John de Beauchamp. 
John de Bar. 


John de la Bre^e. 

Walter de Beauchamp* 

John Botetorte. 

Anth. Beke, Bp, of Durham. 
Maurice de Barider* 

Alex, de Bulioll. 


Barthi 
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Barth. Badlefmeri. 
Barkley. 

BalTet. 

John de Clavering, 

Robt. de Cliffort. 

Hugh de Courtenay. 

Couches. 

Wm. de Cantelo. 

Croniwelle. 
John de Cretingnes. 
Hugh le Difpenfer. 

Patric de Dunbar. 

£dm. Daincourt. 

John Daincourt. 

Earl of Lincoln. 
Hereford. 
Warwick. 
Bretaigne* 
Oxford, 
de Laonis. 
Gloucefter. 

John de Engsune. 

John le Eflrang. 

Simo Frefdl. 

Thomas de Furnival. 
Wm. de Ferrers. 

Adam de la Ford. 

Henry de Graye* 

Wm. de Grantfon* 

John de Graye. 

Gerard de Grondonvile. 
Henry de Graham. 

Ralf de Gorges. 

Euftace de Hachc. 

* John de Haftings. 

Simo de Hadings. 

Robt. Haunfert. 

de Hontercomb* 
Nich. de Karrn. 

Philip ‘de Kime. 

Tho. de Lankafter*, » 
Wm. de*Latimer. 

Wm. de Lay burn. 

Wm. le Marfliall, 
M^alterus Money. 

John de Moun. 


Roger de Mortaign. 

John de la Mare. 

Hugh de Mortimer. 

Simo de Montagu. 

Roger de Mortimer. 

Ralf de Monthermer. 
Bertrand Mountbouchcr. 
Robert de Montealto. 
Thomas de Multon. 

Johes. de Odefton. 

Henrj' de Pery. 

Rob. fitz Payne, 

Hugh Poinz. 

Johes. PaignclI. 

Rob. hi. Rogeri. 

Wm. de Ros, 

John de' Rivers. 

Wm. de Ridre. 

Tho. de Richmond. 

Richard de Rokele. 

Nich. de Segrave. 

Segrave. 

John^de Segrave. 

Robt. de Scales. 

Rich. Sieuart. 

John de St. John! 

St. John. 
de.Taterfall. 

Rob. de Tony. 

Henry le Tieis. 

John htz Marmad. Thweng. 

de Vavafours. 

Aimar de Valence. 

Rob. hi. Walteri. 

John de Warron. 

Rich. fil. Wcni. 

Adam de Welles. 

Rob. de la Ward. 

Rob. de Willeby. 

Alvin de la Zeuch. 
Edvardus Rex. 

Ed. 'fil. Regis. 

Tho. fil. Regis. 

Baro dc Wigneton. 
de Kirkbride. 
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APPENDIX.— Number IX. 

Of the Gold Mines of Scotland. 

From a MS. of Col. Borthw ck and ctlicrs. 

MR. CORNELIUS DEVOSSF.C, a lapidan' in London, ’^as the firft who difeovered 
gold in Scotland. In the vallies of Wanlockhead (near Leadhills) Abraham Gr»*y, a 
Dutchman, who lived fome time in London, got a good quantity of natural gold. He 
paid his workmen weekly, and'lent to diverfe men beforehand, as it is written in that 
parchment book, laying, with this natural gold, gotten in ‘Greatbeard’s time (for fo 
he was called, becaufe of bis great long beard, which he could have bound his middle) 
was made a very fair deep bafon, without any addition of any ether gold, at Edinburgh, 
in the Canongate ftreet. It was made by a Scotfman, and contained by eflimation, 
within the brims thereof, an Englilh gallon of liquor ; the fame bafon was of clean 
neat natural gold. It was then filled up to the brim with coined pieces of go’d, called 
unicorns (which appear to have been only coined in James III. and James IV.’s time. 
For this vide Anderf. Diplom. et Numifinata Scotiae) whicli bafon and pieces both 
were prefer. red to the French king by the regent Earl of Morton, who fignified upon 
his honour to the king, faying, “ My lord, behold this bafon and all that therein is ; 
it is natural gold got within this kingdom of Scotland by a Dutchman, n.amed Abra- 
ham Grey.” Abraham was Handing by and affirmed it upon a folemn oath, but he 
faid unto the faid king, that he thought ir did engender and increafe within the earth, 
and that he obferved it fo to do by the influence of the heavens ; then Earl Morton Hood 
up, faying, “ I alfo believe that it engenders within the earth, but only of thefe two 
elements, viz. water and earth ; and that it was made perfeft malleable gold from the 
beginning by God ; and am certain that this cup, and ail the pieces therein are of na- 
tural Scots gold, without any other compound or addition.” , 

Mr. Aikinfon and Mr. George Bowes, both Englilhmen, procured a commiffion 
into Scotland unto the gold mines, and I happened on a book of his making in England j 
I compared the fame (having carried it with me into Scotland,) with the report of the 
countiy } and the countrymen at Wanlockhead faid it was fo, and moft true, that Mr. 
Bowes dificovered a fmall vein of gold upon Wanlockhead. He fwore all his work- 
men to keep it fecret from the King of Scotland and his council : and fo he promifed, 
before his departure from England to the Queen Elizabeth, and by her letters to the 
council of Scotland, got a new warrant ; fo was fuflTered to dig and delve as he would, 
after another fafhion than* Mr. Bulnier or his men did. He digged fundiy fliafts, 
found oftimes good feeling gold, and much fmall gold, of which he gave ten or twelve 
ounces, to make friends in England and Scotland. He had both Englifh and Scots 
workmen, and paid them with the fame gold. Mr. Bulmer’s men found little or 
none. And when he and his men had filled their purfes, the^^ he caufed the (haft to 
to be filled up again, fwearing his*men to fecrecy, and keep it clofe from the King 
of Scotland and nis council. . This ^was confeffed by fome of Mr. Bowes’s chief fer- 
vants fince his death. On his return to England, he fhewed the Queen a lung purfe 
full of the gold found in the vein he had difeoverbd, and it was valued to be worin * 
fevenfeore pounds. He told her Majefty he had made it very fure, and hid it up till next 
going there. She liked very well thereof, and promifing him a triple reward, and 
to prepare himfelf next fpring to go there at her Majelly’s charge |lone, to feek for 

a greater 
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a 'greater vein; he went home reit to his own' country in the north of England, where 
he dwelt ; but unfortunately riding to fee the copper works and mines in Cumberland, 
at KefweU, as he was going down into the deep, the ladder broke, the earth fell in, and 
he was bruifed to death. 

Then Mr. Atkinfon fucceeded Mr. Bowes, and found gold which was prefented to 
King James. Cornelius Devoflee, painter to Queen Elizabeth, excellent in the trial of 
minerals and mineral ftones, and acquainted with Nicholas Hilliard *, goldfinith and 
miniature-printer to her Majelly, engaged in the adventure with him in fearch of gold 
in Scotland. Both made an alignment to Arthur van Brownchurft to operate for 
them. I'bey being informed by travellers of good experience, how that as fand and 
gravel have their feveral beds in England, even fo are there beds of gold and filver in 
foreign countries they had travelled ; rocks and craigs having vein^ and beds of iron, 
copper, and tin minel, even fo gold and filver have their veins amongft rocks and in 
the ground, fo they hoped to find out a bed oi' vein of gold in Scotland. In confe* 
quence Brownchurlt fearched, and found gold in fundry places, but was forced to leave 
all in the mint-houfe by command of the King, being a minor ; and Earl Morton, re> 
gent, refufed Brownchurlt the liberty of fearch, without paying full value for all fuch 
natural gold as Ihould be gotten by him in Scotland and, though a fuitor four months, 
never obtained it, but became one of fus.Majelly’s fwom fervants in Scotland, to draw 
fmall and great pidures to the King. Mr. Bulmer, in Queen Elizabeth’s time, fearched 
and found gold, &c. in tbefe places in Scotland ; viz. i . Upon Mannock moor in Nid- 
defdale. 2. Wenlock water, on Robert moor, in Niddefdale. 3. Frier moor, or Glen* 
gonnar water in Clydefdale. 4. Short>cleugh water in Crawford moor. 5. Long. 
Cleuch braes, or Long-Cleuch head. ' He prefented to the Queen a gold porringer, 
upon which were engraven the following lines : 

1 dare not give, nor yet prefent, 

But render part of that^g thy own ; 

My mind and bearf fliall ftill invent * 

To feck out treafureg yet unknown.- 

But, having loft his living by his own and others’ prodigality, he recalled himfelf, and 
penned a book of all bis a£ts, works, and devices, named Bulmeris Skill, and another 
great book on filver.mines, minerals, mineral ftones, tin-mines, coal-mines, and falt> 
works. See, * It was propofed in counbil for him to procure twenty-four gentlemen of 
land, rent 1 o,oool. value, or 500I. yearly, who were to difburfe 300I. fterling each 
man, in money or vi&uals, for maintenance of gold-mines fo Scotland ; for which each 
was to be knighted, and called the Knight of the Golden Mines, or the Golden Knight ; 
but it did not take place, for the Earl of Salilbury crofted his views, only one knight 
was made. Sir John Claypool, with Sir Bewes Bulmer. Mr. Bulmer writeth of the va- 
riety of ftones and metalsiound by him in Scotland } i. viz. natural gold great and fmall, 
a, natural filver, 3. copper-ftone, 4. lead-ore, 5. iron-ftone, 6 , marble, 7. ftone-coal, 
8. beds of alabafter, 9. amethyft, 10. pearls. ' 

Memorandum of the minerals found in Scotland by Colonel Borthwick. ,1. A 
^filver, mine omtbe north fide of the hill S. Jordan in the parifli of Foveran. 2. Gold 
'found about Dunidur beyond Aberdeen. 3. Silver called golden bank, at* Menzias, in 
the pariih of Foveran. 4. Silver at (he back of a park, where there is a well that 
ferves Diiblair’s houihold, pariih of fintra, right miles north by Aberdeen. 5. Gold 

n . . 

* Mr. Walpole’. AnccdOtet of Painting., i. 14B. 

in 
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in theboggs of New Leflie, at Drumgarran, two miles from Dunidur. 6. Iron at the 
well of Sipa, weft fide of Woman-hill, near Gilkomftone miln, quarter of a mile from 
Aberdeen. 7. Gold, very rich, in a town called Overhill, parilh Bcchelvie, belongs 
to L. Glames, fourteen fathoms below the kiln. 8. Lead, at the head of Loughlieburn, 
north fide of Selkirk. 9. Copper, in a place called Elphon, in a hill befide Allen laird 
of Hilltown’s lands. 10. Silver, in the hill of Skrill, Galloway. 1 1. Silver, in Win- 
dyncil, Tweedale. i a. Gold, in Glenclought, near Kirkhill. 1 3. Copper, in Locklaw, 
Fife. 14. .Silver, in the hill fouth fide Lochcnhill. 15. Lead, in L. Broiherftone’s 
land. 16. Several metals near Kirkcudbright. 17. Copper, north fide Borthwickhill, 
Hawick, and Branxome. 18. Silver, in Kylefmoor, Sorn, and Machlin, Ayrfiiire. 
19. Several ores in Orkney, 


APPENDIX.— Nj/mber. X. 

^ Dtjferiation on the Government of the People in the Wejlem IJles. 

Written November 17, 1774, by the Rev. Mr. DoNiiLD MACciyeBN. of Kilmuir, in the Ifle of Skie. 

THE diftance of thefe ifles from the centre of the ftate, fecured as they were from the 
awe of lupreme power, by high mountains, extenfive moors, and impetuous feas, while 
their fovereigns were employed in quelling more dangerous infurreftions at home, or 
in repelling the frequent incurfions of their fouthem neighbours, left them in a kind of 
independency on the crown of Scotland, cfpecially while for fome centuries they conti- 
nued to be governed by Norwegian viceroys, who coming from a wild and barbarous 
country, cannot be expelled to have brought order or civilization along with them ; 
nor was the matter much mended when Somerlade, the famous thane of Argyle, upon 
being married to a daughter of Olave, depute King of Man, got a footing in the ifles, 
all of which to the north of the Mull of Kintyre, together with Kintyre itfelf, he pof- 
felTed by Himfclf or his defeendants, or thofe having right from them. Until about the 
beginning of the fifteenth century. All this while whatever reformation was made in 
the heart of the kingdom on the manners and prejudices of barbarous times, could have 
made but a very flow progreft in the ifles ; though, as iflands, they muft be fuppofed 
to have yielded to the arts of peace and good order earlier than their neighbours upon 
the continent. Iflands, on account of the goodnefs of the foil, and the additional fub- 
fiftence they draw from the fea, are generally clofer inhabited ; crimes could not then 
lie fo long concealed among them as in diftant unhofpitable glens and mountains : they 
are alfo more frequented by ftrangers ; and therefore by a fort of collifion the men 
would polifli one another into good manners. They had a fheriff of the ifles under the 
Norwegian dynafty ; but when the lands were parcelled out afterwards by the lords of 
the ifle.s, the defeendants of Somerlade, among barons of different ranks and fizes, 
each of thefe barons, affifted by the chief men of the community, held hisfourt on the 
top of a hill called Cnock and Eric, i. e. the hill of pleas, where the difputcs they had 
among thcmfclvcs were determined, where the encroachments of their neighbours were 
confidered, and the manner of repelling force by ^orce, or the neceflary* alliances*they . 
were to enter into, refolved on. In this period, when agriculture, trade, and manu- 
fadtures were at a very low pitch, the laws were few and general : their little contradls 
were authenticated by being tranfadled in the prefence of witnefles ; the marches of the 
different barons were fixed before a crowd by two or more fagacious^men, and two or 
more young lads were I'coufged with thongs bf leather, that they might the better re- 
voL. III. 4 A member 
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member the tranfaftion. The lafl: who was thus ufed is now an old man, and a pen- 
fioner to the family of Macdonald. Nor were the people in their purchafcs fo diffi- 
dent of one another, as to infill upon a cautioner, ^hat the beaft or fubjcdl expofed 
to open fale was fairly come by, or would not be reclaimed by another, which w-as once 
a common pra£l!ce over the kingd.om, called in plain Gaulic, Ra-difneah. The penal 
laws were more numerous, fevere, and particular ; for when rellraints are put. upon 
natural liberty, and the cufloms to which men were habituated in a (late of barbarity 
were to be reduced or abolifhed, men mull have very alarming examples painted before 
their eyes. 1 he laws of the firll legillators in all countries are very fevere, and are 
foftened and moderated according to the progrefs of civilization. The legillator of the 
Jews, though a very meek man, punilhes fevcral crimes with the moll cruel kinds of 
death, ftoning and burning. Of Draco’s laws, one of the firll Athenian legillators, it 
is faid that they were written with blood ; and it is well known that the laws of the 
twelve tables were very fevere. Traitors were put to death in the ifles, being, according 
to a cuftom that prevailed among the (Norwegians, firll gelded and both their eyes 
pulled out. Incelluous perfons were buried in marlhes alive, and bankrupts, without 
entering into a confideration of the nature of their misfortunes, w'cre llrippcd of their 
,all> clad in a party-coloured clouted garment, with llockings of difierent fets, and had 
their hips dalhed againll a Hone in pre^ce of the people by four men, each taking hold 
ol an arm or a thigh. 1 bis punilhment they called Ton erttat^h ; and cowardice, when 
not capitally punilhed, was accompanied with perpetual infamy. The prifons were 
dark vaults, without beds, or the fmallcll crevice to introduce light, where no friend 
was permitted to comfort the criminal, who, after a long fall, was often killed with a 
furfdt. ^ 1 his was the cafe of Heitchen, the fon of Archibald Clerich, a traitor againll 
the family of Macdonald, who died in the vault of Duntulm, of a furfeit of fait beef, 
being refuled any kind of drink. The feverity of jultice laid hold but on a few ; for 
the protetlion of the tribe or clan was generally reforted to, who did all in their power 
to fave their own man from dtllrcfs, or to purfue with, vengeance the porfon who had 
oifended any of their number. It often happened in this cafe, that among powerful 
tribes the voice of the judge was too weak to be heard ; then religion (tepped in as a 
ncceflary fupplcment to his power. Sanduaries, called girths, w’cre confecrated in 
evwy dillrift, to \vh:ch the criminal fled ; where the fuperftition of the times, counte- 
nanced by the political inllitutions, lecured him from every aft of violence, until he 
was brought to a judicial trial. To this day we fay of a man who flics to a place of fe- 
curity, &ug c an girt er ; and whatever party violated tlie fanftuary, which very feldom 
happened, brought the terrible vengeance of the church upoti their back. Such a bridle 
as this became abfolutely neceflary to rellrain the anger and impetuofity of a lawlels 
tribe when provoked. Again, when the criminal got in among his own people, they 
did all in thdr power to jullify his conduft and fave his perfon. In this cafe the refent- 
ment turned on the clai4 and any one of them who fell into, the hands of the oflended 
wasfure to fuflfer diftrejTs, or to be kept in durance, until the criminal was delivered 
oyer to juftke, which praftice was at lall found exjfedicnt to be turned into a law in the 
kingdom, to prevent the clans from coming buckled in all their armour to the field, to 
determine tb^’r own .quarrels. 

In procefs of time they learned frbm their neighbours, as well as from their own ex- 
perience, that to perpetuate ftrife and diforder among tribes who were almoll in full 
pofleflion of their natural liberty, excepting when the local cullom flood in their way, 
jips dangerous to^ the public, and ruinous to themfclves. To flop the progrefs of re- 
'^'ntmem, they cancelled the injury by faiisfaftion with thrijr cattle, by a mutuil agree- 
ment 
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inrnt betwixt the parties, which therefore was called a compofition, to be divided be- 
twixt the injured party and his clan. But as the compofition was not always eafiiy ac- 
cepted, the principals of th6 diflerent tribes fixed the value of it for every injury, and 
eftiinati'd the life of a man according to his rank : here a people void of refinement 
made little dillinftion betwixt voluntary and involuntary trcfpafl’es, for fi;ar that impu- 
nity in any cafe fliould give a fcope to wicked perfons to abufe the indulgence of cuf- 
toin or law. The greatnefs of the compofition in this cafe brought not only honour 
along with i*^, but greater fccurity in a rude and barbarous neighbourhood. This ran- 
fom was called Eric. The clan Was then obliged to give up the defender, or become 
liable for the penalty proportioned to the injury committed. 'J’hus the clans became 
mutual pledges for the good behaviour of the individuals who compofed them. When 
fpecie found its way in among them, a price was put upon the cattle, and by the nccof- 
fary decreafe in the value of money, which they were not aware pf, the eric came at 
length to be very trifling; but by this time the laws of the kingdom had made near 
approaches to them, which were far from boing welcome to men clofely attached to 
their own cuftomsand conneftions, being deaf to the voice of parties, and'tothc diflinc- 
lioiis of clans and individuals. 'I he law hath come the length of Rofsihire,” faith 
one neighbour by way of news to another. “ O ho !” replies he, “ if God doth not 
flop ir, you will foon have it nearer home.” Much after this manner hath the progrefa 
of civilization been carried on in all the countries of Europe; for fimilar caufes pro- 
duce nmiiar efl'etls. 

All the time preceding the beginning of the fifteenth century, and fomewhat later, 
the government of the illes and of the neighbouring continent was of the military kind. 
The people were made up of different clans, each of which w'as under the direftion of 
a chief or leader of their own, and as their fecurity and honour confifteJ in the number 
and flrengih of the clan, no political engine was neglefted that could be thought of to 
increafe their numbers, or inflame their courage. The children of the principal people 
were given out to nurfes : the fofler-brothers, or coalts, as they Ailed them, with their 
children and connexions for many generations, were firmly attached to tlieir will and 
ititcrcft. This fort of relation was carefully traced out, and the memory of it preferved, 
being ellceined a lirongcr bond of friendiliip tban blood or alliance. It was to increafe 
their numbers that baiiardy was under no fort of diflionour: befides that the children . 
got out of wedlock, to remove the uncertainty of their birth, expreffed more love, and 
imdcrweiit more hazards on account of the clan, than the lawful children, by which 
tl'.ey generally acquired a higher degree of ftrength both of mind and body, and there- 
fore were foinetimes called to the fucceffion by a heroical tribe, in preference of thofe 
who by the prclent laws fliould enjoy it. Such a breach in the lineage of a family is 
difavowed, as being a diflionourable blot by the prefent race, though the feveial 
branches are apt to charge it upon one another, when debating upon the ideal chief- ' 
tainary of a cl.m. It was however reckoned no diferedit in the days of military prowefs. 
A' imelech, King of Sichem, was begot by Gideon, on a concubine, and preferred to the 
feventy children he had by his married wives. William the Conqueror was not afhamed 
to call liimlelf the Biftard of Normandy ; as little was Clyffes to acknowledge that he 
was the fon of a concubine. 'I'lie fafety of the community is the fuprenle law, to.whkh, 
every political confuleration mull occafionally yield. 

It would be allonifliing to hear ihat theft and plundering, inftead of being infamous, 
were reckoned the moll: whol .lome excrcife of youth, when they went without the 
limits of their own community, and v«?rc not taken in the fact, if it were not commonly- 
known to have been the.cale every where. From this fourcc the chieftains derived 

^ A a rewards 
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rewards for their numerous followers, and dowries fometimes for their daughters. It 
is known that one of them engaged in a contract of marriage to give his fon-in-law the 
purchafe of three Michaelmas moons, at a feafon of the year when the nights were long, 
and the cattle ftrong enough to bear hard driving. This tranfaftion happened on the 
main land, where dark woods, extenfive waftes, high forked mountains, and a coafl: 
indented with long winding branches of the fea, favoured the trade. Thefe wer^ ftrong 
holds, little frequented by ftrangers, where the ancient praftices and prejudices might 
be preferved to the laft periods of time, without fome fuch violent Ihock as that of the 
year 1745. The iilanders yielded much earlier to the arts of peace and civility, for the 
Dean in the year 1 549 mentions only fome petty piracies from a few of the fmaller 
iflands which were divided from a welUpeoplcd neighbourhood. 

In the military days, the chieftain drew little or no rent from his people : he had 
fome of the beft farms in his own hands, to which there was a cafual acceftion by for- 
feitures ; he had his proportion of the fines laid upon the trerpafters of the law ; he had 
the herezield horfe when any of his farmers died ; he had a benevolence or voluntary 
contributions fent him, according to the power and good intentions of every man ; he 
and his cofhir, or retinue, could lodge upon them when he pleafed ; and they were 
obliged to fupport him and his baron-like train, when he was employed in dirpenfing 
juftice among them. This allowance was called a Cutting for the Court, or Gearrigh 
Mold* When rents began to be levied, which were at firft but a moderate part of the 
produce of each farm, the former revenues gave way gradually, though fome branches 
of them were preferved till within the memory of men now living. Nor was it neceffary 
to ufe diftrefs for levying thefe accuftomed taxes or fervitudes ; an attachment to the 
chief was the firft principle of the people’s education ; a defefl on that head was judged 
a renunciation of all virtue ; their thoughts and words were much employed about 
him ; it was the ufual acclamation on a furprife from any unexpeded misfortune, 

** God be with the chief ! May the chief be upperraoft !” and fwearing by his hand was 
a common form of Rfleveration ; on every fuch occafion giving him his proper title, 
further, on the fide of the chieftain, no art of affability, generofity, or friendfliip, which 
eould infpire love and efteem, was left untried to fecure a full and willing obedience, 
which ftrengthened the imprelfions of education, while they were not yet abufed by liio 
chief^ at the inftigation of luxury, and the ambition of cutting an unmeaning figure in 
the Low Country, where numbers were more refpefted, and his ufefulnefs could very 
well be fpared. 

All this while the people prderved a good deal of their liberty and independence ; 
the difpenfation of juftice, fuch as it was^ kept them however in order within the limits 
of their own country : but there was a law of another kind planted in the human breaft 
by the friendly hand of our Maker, winch bndlcd their natural impetuofity much more; 
that was a quick fenfe of honour and ihame, which was nourifhed by their education, 
being all bred to the ufe of arms,, to hunting, to the exertion of their ftrength in feveral 
amufements, games, and«feats of aflivity. The baref celebrated the praifes of him who 
diftinguiihed niihfclf on any of thefe occafions, and dealt out his fatire but with a very 
fparing hand, for fear of roufing up the ferocity of men, who were in ufe to judge in 
thfir own caure*, when they appealed to the fword, and either retrieved their honour or 
‘died ; valour was the virtue moft in repute ; according to their progrefs in it were they 
diftinguiihed by their chieftaiii and friends. Every one of the fuperior clans thought 
Kimfrif a gentleman, as deriving his pedigree from an honourable (lock, and propofed 
to do nothing unworthy of his defeent or connexions j and the inferior clans, the 
Bod(^||ck$) as they called them, tread at an bumble diltance indhe fteps of their patrons, * 

whofc 
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whofe efteem and applaufe th^ courted with paffionate kecnnefs. Tlie love, affeftion, 
and efteem of the community all aimed to procure by a diftntereftcd praftice of the fo- 
cial duties, truth, generofity, friendfliip, hofpitality, gratitude, decency of manners, for 
which there are no rewards decreed in any country, but were amply paid among the 
Highlanders by that honour and rcTpeft of which they had a very delicate tafte. Ava- 
rice, debauchery, chgrliflmefs, deceit, ingratitude, which can fcarcely be puniihed by 
the magillrate, were banilhed by the dreadful fear of lhame. Tliefe two provifions, 
which kind nature hath made for directing the condufl: of man, were fo incorporated 
with the hearts and manners of the people, that the influence of them came down to 
our days, and continued a good fupplement to the want of law, and to the lame execu- 
tion of what law they had. Men of lively open tempers are generally fincere, faithful, 
and religious obfervers of their words. Men ufed to terminate their difputcs by the 
fword will deteft fraud and duplicity as the true enfigns of cowardice. Yet it muft be 
owned, that their virtues were too much confined to their own community, whofe friend- 
(hips and enmities every individual efpoufed, and were therefore more animated by the 
fpirit of faftion than by their regard to reafon and common juftice, which led them 
often in a wrong way. Of all virtues their hofpitality was the nioft extenfive; every 
door and every heart was open to the ftranger and to the fugitive ; to thefe they were 
particularly humane and generous, vied with one another who would ufe them beft, and 
looked on the perfon who fought their proteflion as a facred depefitum^ which on no 
confideration they were to give up. Men of narrow principles are ililpofed to attribute 
the uncommon hofpitality of the Highlanders not fo much to generofity as to felf-love, 
the abfolute want of inns making it neceflary to receive the ftranger, in hopes of being 
Vepaid in their own perfons, or in that of their friends. Hofpitality was founded on 
immemorial cuftom, before the thoughts of men were contrafted by the ufe of weights 
and meafurcs, and reckoned fo far a facred obligation as to think themfelves bound to 
entertain the man who from a principle of ill-will and refentment, forned * upon them 
with a numerous retinue, which went under the name of the Odious Vifitor, Coinimh 
Dhuimj^h. Of this there have been inftances within a century back j which kind of 
hofpitaliiy could fcarce be fuppofed felf-intereftcd. 

To return from this digrefliou (if it be one) about the favourite virtues of the iflanders 
and their neighbours on the oppolite coaft. Let us recolieft, that when our fovereigns 
had any refpitc from foreign and domed ic troubles, they did not negleft to try all 
means to ailimilate thefe diftant (kirts of their dominions to their other more peaceable 
and induftrious fubjefts. The moll of the proprietbrs, initead of holding of the lords 
of the ifles, were, on the fall of that great family, direfted by their beft friends to get 
their charters confirmed by King James IV. King James V. made an expedition among 
them, to quell their infurrecUons j and King James VI. ferbufly propofed to introduce 
the comforts of civilization amtmg them, when, in his fifteenth parliament, he erefted 
the three burghs of Kilkerran or Campbeltown, Inverlochy, and Storneway, which, 
though among a people impatienj of foreign intruders, they*did not prqduce the full 
eflFedl intended by government, yet made way for beating and diftrelling the renegadoes 
into good manners, by means of the Campbels and Mackenzies, loyal fubjecls fupported 
by public authority, as could not mifs to determine the iilanders and dthers to fubmit 
to good Older. 

At length the local cuftoms, and fuch new ftatutes as* occafion required, enacVed by 
the proprietor, his bailey, and fonie of the better fort of people, were reduced into 
writing, not above a century ago, iirthe ifle of Sky, and proclaimed annually at the 

* Mad^ a ibreed vifit. 

church» 
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The emblem of Apollo at Delphi, fet up by the Pelas>Gi, the primitive inhabitants of 
Greece, was no other than a pillar of (lone. Several examples of this kind are men. 
tioned by Clemens Alexandrinus and Eufebius. 

As the Celtic tribes worlhipped fpiritual Gods, whether the Supreme, or fubordinate 
ones ; they well knew that material reprefentations could not be exprc(five of them, 
though the trunk of a tree or a (lone could very well mark out the place of woflhip, in 
a grove or on the fummit of a mountain, where the linall focieties in the neighbourhood 
might convene on folcinn occafions, or as the necelTity of the community might feera 
to require, in order to conciliate the favour and afTtdance of the Divinity whom they re- 
(brted to. Men of dilferent religious principles have been often unjud to one another 
in common charge of idolatry ; the Proteftants lay it to the account of the Catholics, 
the Catholics to the account of Pagans of all denominations, wliich all deny, who know 
bed what they are employed about They furely pray, fuch at lead of them as can 
think, not to a flock or a done, whether in a date of nature or formed by art into a 
datiie, but to the Divinity, of which ofle or the other is an emblem. Among the 
variety of fubaltem Divinities, which the Celtic' tribes worlhipped, the fpirit of the fun 
was in the foremod rank, the fun being the mod cliearful, and the mod univerfally be* 
nehcent of all created and vifible beings. It brought joy and gladnefs along with it to 
all the animal creation, to groves, <to fields, and meadows. The day of its return was 
celebrated in every di(lri£l by 2 if£u de jeye ; whence May*day was called in the Gaulic, 
la Beltein, the day of Bel's dre ; Belis being one of the names of the fun in Gaul. 
Herodian, lib. 8. The worlhip of the fun was fo frequent, that feveral midook it for 
the principal objeft of adoration. The inclofures called Grianan, or Grianham, the 
Houfeof the Sun, are to be met with every whore, in which they olFered their facrifices, 
commonly horfes, burnt betwixt two large fires ; whence the proverb, “ He is betwixt 
two Beltein fires," which is applied to one in the hands of two artful perfons, whofe in* 
trigues he is not able to efcape. From thefe inclofures they alfo received oracular re- 
fponfes. When the elegant arts were invented, the Celtic Deities appeared carved, en* 
graved, or painted, in fuch forms as the imagination of the workman fuggeded to him 
as the mod emblematical and expredtve of the common conceit they entertained of the 
Divinities they meant to point out. Then they changed the rude lumps into figures 
reiembling living creatures, generally into men, as being the mod honourable forms. 
The Spirit of the Sun, or the God who, according to the ancient creed, guided it in 
its courfe, was figured as a young lively man, with long, yellow, dilhevelled hair : under 
this appearance Apollo hath the epithet of the golden haired, given him 

by Euripides } and of the unlhaven, by Homer,’ alluding to beams of the 

fun, which are long and yellow. This imaginary conceit of the Hyperborean Apollo 
made its way to the Highlands of Scotland, where to this day he is called by the name 
of Gruagach, the fair-haired. The fuperdition or warm imagination of ignorant 
people introduced him as a fportive falutary gued into feveral families, in which he 
played many entertaining itricks and then difappeared. It is a little more than a cen. 
tury ago, fince he hath been fuppofed to have got an honed man's daughter with child, 
at Shulida, near to Duntulme, the feat of the familynof Macdonald : though it is more 
probable, that dne of the great man's retinue did that bufinefs for him. But though 
the Gruagach offers himfelf to every* one's fancy as a young handfome man, with fair 
trefTf?, his emblems, which ar^ in alinod every village, are no other than rude unpo. 
llfhed liones of diflerent figures jud as they (eemed cad up to the hand of the Druid 
who confecrated th«m. Carving was not introduced into the Hebrides; ‘and though it 

5 had, 
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had, 'uch of the unformed images as were preferved would for their antiquity be reve- 
renced, in preference of any attempts in the modem arts. 

' The Cruagich (loncs, as far as tradition can inform ns, were only honoured with li- 
bations of mi’k from the hands of the dairy maid, which were offered to Gruagach 
upon the Sunday, for the prerervalion of tlte cattle on the enfuing week. From this 
cuftotn Apollo k'oms to have derived the epithet Galaxlus, This was one of the fober 
offerings that well became a poor or frugal people, who had neither wine nor oil to 
bellow ; by which they recommended their only flock ar.d fiibfillence to their fa- 
vourite divinity, whom they had always in their eye, and whofe blcflings they enjoyed 
every day.— ——The inl’cription “ Apollini Granno” (Grianich the Sunny) was on a 
ftoncof this kind, dug up from the ruiins of the Roman Pretenture, in King James the 

fixth’s time ^The infeription in Gruter, “ Apollini iiefmo,’* feems to have been 

on fuch another, The rock idols of Cornwall, in Dr. Borlafe, feem to be of the 

fame kind, though of different forms ; for it was not the fliape, but the confccration, 
that pointed out their ufes. Notwithftandin^ they are numerous in this illand, you 
will fcarce meet with any two of them of the fame' caft. The idol flones befules 
that remain with us are oblong fquare altars of rough (lone, that lie within the Druids 
houl'es, as we call them. Oblerve alfo, that the worlhip of the fun feems to have con- 
tinued in England until King Canute’s time, by a law of his, W’hich prohibits that, with 
other idolatrous practices. • 


APPENDIX. — Number XL 
Of the Nun^irs in the Hebrides and the Wejiem Hkhlands. 


Counties. 

Parilhes. 


Argyle 

— Toracy 



Rofs y lae of Mull 


Kiluiore j 


Argyle 

•— Cannay 

— 


Muck. 


Invernefs 

— - Rum 

_ 





Slate 

_ 


Strath 



Portree 



Brackadel 



Diurnilh and Waternilh 


Kilinuir 



Snizort 


Rofs 

— Loch-Brootn 



Affynt , 

— 


Gair-loch 

— 

• 

Applecrofs 

— 


Lock-carran 

— 

' 

Kintail • 



\ B 


Protellants 


Roman 

catcchizable* 


Cathulici 


893* 

•— 

7 


1200 

_ 



1800 



— 

16 

— 

276 


80 

— 

9 

— 

271 

— 

»3 

— 

44 

— 

390 


*1400 

— 

I 

me of 
Skie. ' 

900 

1 100 

— 


2500 



2500 

— 



1200 
. §00 


2 


— 


— 

2000 


• 

— 

1600 



— 

3000 

— 

I 

— - 

1200 ' 




»774 



i 

fouls 




600 
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Counties. 

Inverpefs 

Argyle 


Parifhes. 

Gleneig, Bernera — 

Knodyart and 7 

North Morrar 5 

All*- r South Morrar 
AH m r * -r 

the Pa. i - 

rilhof 

^ SunnarC 

Ardnamurchan — 
Morvern — 

Lifmore and Appin 


Preteftanti 

catechizable. 

— 66o 


4 

lO 

439 
957 
1 too 

2860 


Roman 

Catholics. 


— 950 


300 

500 

500 

4 


Thefe are the Parifhcs mentioned in the Report, u^hich I either vifited or failed by. 
The reader may be probaby defirous of a view of the numbers contained in the other 
illands ; which fhall be given from the <ame authority, except when otherwife men- 


tioned. 

Inverneis 


M Ifle of Lewis *. 


Stornaway 

f— 

•— 

2000 

Lochs 


_ 

Soo 

Elig 

— 

— 

1000 

Barvas 



1000 


1 


Argyle — 


Ifle of Harris 
with Bernera 
Pabbay 
Killegray 
Enfay 
Joranfay 
Scaop J 
North Will ^ 
withHeyflur > 
Barra j 
South Wid 
with Benbecula^ 
Erifca 
Barra t 

St. Kilda I 

Tir-I 

Col — 


^2000 

I 


— 1700 — 


I - 


250 

80 

88 

1240 

900 


— 1850 

— 1020 

— 3 


• According to the account communicated to me by Mr. Gillanderi age^t of the ifland, the nuinhcr of 
fouls, in 1763, amounted to between eight and nine thoufand. 

i* Barra was a Brotedant ifle till the reign of ^ harles II. when fome Catholic miflionarics, taking ad* 
vantagc'of the ncglcft and ill conduA of the miniftcr, brought the inhabitants over to their v^-ligion. 

X From Mr. Macaulay’s Hiftory of that ifland. 
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APPENDIX.— Number XII. 

Copy of a Writ of Fire and Sword. 

« CHARLES, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, To our Lovites * 

Mefleugers, our Sheriffes in that part, con- 
junftly and fcverally, fpecially conftitut ; and to all and fundry our leidges whom it 
ett'eirs, greitting. Forafmuchas wee and the Lords of our Privy Councell being informed, 
that upon the 23d day of June laft by paft, the Perfons underwritten, viz. Lauchlan 
M'Laine of Broloies, Heftor Oig M‘Laine his brother, &c. were orderly denounced 
rebels and put to the horn by virtue of letters of denounciation dire£): at the indance 
of Duncan Fiflicr, Procurator Fifcal of the Judiciar Court of Argyle for our intered 
againd them, for their not compearing perfonjlly within the Tolbuith of the burgh of 
innerrary, upon the faid 23d day of June lad, before Mr. John Campbell of Moy, 
Shcrifle Depute of the Sherridedome of Argyle, to our right trudy and well beloved 
Coufin and Councellor Archibald Earle of Argyle, Heretable Judiciar General of the 
faid Shyre of Argyle and the ides thereof, as they who were lawfully cited upqn the 
24th and 25th days of May lad, by Duncan Clarke, Medenger, to have compeared the 
faid day and place, to have found caution affed in the bookes of adjournall for their 
conipcarance the laid day, to have anfwered and undcrlyen the law for their convo- 
caling the number of three or four hundreth men in Aprile lad, by fending of Fyre 
proces thro’ the ide of Mull, Morveran, and other places, and remaining and abydeing 
upon the lands of Knokerfmartin in ane warlyke podure, from the 2 2d of the faid 
month to the lad thereof ; as alfo convocating one hundreth men, and keeping them 
in arms the fpace forefaid at Gadderly and Glcnforfay ; and ficklike for garrifoning 
the houfe and fort of Cairnbulg upon the day of the lud month, 

or ane or other of them, with the number of armed perfons, and 

appointing a captain and other ofEcers for keeping the fame, and fecuring the country 
againd the execution of our laws ; for their violent away carrying feveral corns, bear, 
horfe, and fwyne, arreded upon the lands of Croffchoill and Sulnavaig, by Duncan 
Clarke Medenger, notwithdanding of a lawful intimation maile by the faid Meffenger of 
the faid arredment ; and likewife for the faid Lauchlan M‘Laine of Broloies, and Darid 
Ramfay commiffary of the ides, and their followers, being in 'I'irie in Aprile lad, and 
oppreding the tenants there, by quartering and forning upon them, and caufing bring 
meal and provifion frae the tenants and pod'edbrs of Kendway in I'irie, and others, to 
Lauchlan M‘Laine baillie, in Tirie, his houfe in Killaile ; and ladly, for the f.rfaid 
perfons and their followers, in the months of March or Aprile lad, their entering into 
a league and bond, and obligeing therafelves by oath to join and adhere one to another, 
and immediately thereafter garrifoned the houfe and fort of pairnbulg in manner for- 
faid, contrar to and in contempt oT our laws and a£l:s of parliament madd againd thefc 
crymes in manner at length fpecided in the criminal letters raifed againd them there- 
anent, as the faid letters of denunciation, duly execute and regidrate in the bopks^of 
adjournal of the Judice Court of the Shyre of Ar^le, conform to the aft ol' parliament,' 
produced in the prefence of the Lords of our Privy Councell bears. At the procels 
of the which horn the forenamed perfons mod proudely and contemptuoufly lyo and 
remain taking ^o reguard thereof nos of our authority and laws, }pot in contempt of 

* 1. e* Loyal or tiue fubjcd.6« 
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thc fame haunts, frequents, and repairs to all places within this our realm, as if they 
were our free Icidgcs. Wee therefore, with the ailvice of the Lords of our Privy 
Council, have made and conllitute, and hereby make and conftitute, the Lord Neill 
Campbell, John Campbell younger of Qlenorchy, Sir James Campbell of l^awers, John 
M*Leod of Dunvegan, Sir Norman M‘Leod, Campbell of Ardfinglas, 

M'Donald captain of Clanronald, Alexander Campbell, uncle to Aurhinhreck, 

M‘Alafter of Loop, and Duncan Stewart of Appin, our commiflioners in that 
part, to the effedl after fpeceified givand, grantand, and comraittand to them con- 
junclly and fcverally our full power and commifiion, exprefs bidding, and charge to 
ronvocat our leidges in armes, and to pafs, fearch, foek, take, and apprehei d, and, 
in cafe of reliitance or hodiie oppofition, to purfue to the death the laids Lauchlan 
iMaclaine of Broloes and remnant perfons forefaids rebells for the caufes above- writt< n. 
And if for their defence they fhall happen to flee to ftrengthes or houfes, in that cafe. 
Wee, with advice forefaid, give fu'l power and authority to our faids Commillioners 
conjunctly and fevcrally as faid is, to pafs, perfue, and affedge the faids ftrengths and 
houfes, raife fyre and all kynd of force and warl)ke engynes that can be had, for 
winning and recovering thereof, and apprehending the fdds rebells and their coinp'ices 
being thereintil! j and if in purfute of the faids rebells and their complic- s, thev refill- 
ing to be taken, or in afl'edging the faids ftrengths and houfes, there lhal happen to 
be fyre raifing, mutilation, flaughter, deftruflion ()f corns or gooils or oiher incon- 
veniences to iollow. Wee, with advyce forefaid, will and grant, and for us and our fuc- 
ceffors, decern and ordain, that the fame fliall not be imputed as cry me or olFeitco 
to our faid Commiflioners, nor to the perfons^ afll fling them in the execution of this 
our commiflion ; with power to our faids Commiflioners, or fiich as fliall be convocat 
be them, to bear, wear, and make ufe of hagbutts and piftolls in the execution ol tiiis 
our commiflion, notwith (landing of any law in the contrary. And f.irdcr, we do hereby 
take our faids Commiflioners and fuch perfons as fliall aflift them in the execution of 
this our commiflion, finder our fpecial proteftion and.fafcguard. And this our com- 
miflion to continow and eiuhire for the fpace of ane year after the date hereof : Pio- 
vyded that our faids Conuniiiioncrs give ane account to us of their diligence anu pro- 
cedure herein betwixt and the firft day of January next. 

Oiir will is herefore, and we charge you ftriclly and command that, incontinent 
thir our U tters feen, yc pafs to the market crofTcs of and other 

places needful, and thereat in our name and authority command and charge all and 
furidry our good and loving fubjedls, in their moll fubftantial and warlyke manner, to 
ryfe, concur with, fortify ami aflift our faids Commifliouerc in the execution of this 
our commiflifHi under ail hi'ghelt paynes and charges that after may follow. 
Given at, &,c-” 

The above is copied from the records of the Privy Council of Scotland, on the 2 ad 
July 1675. 


APPENDIX.— NuMBifR XIII. 

the Siwens, 

A Loathfome and very inf.’flious tiifeafe of the venereal kind, called the Sivvens, has 
Jpng alTl'cted the inhabitants of the Highlands,* and from thcuce (ottle parts of iho 
fjowlands in Scotland, even as far as the borders of England. Tradition fays that it* 

« 3 was 
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was introduced by the foldiers of Cromwell garrifoned in the Highlands. It occafion!> 
foul ulcers in the throat, mouth, and lkin,and fometimesdeep boils, which, when ulcer- 
ated, put on a cancerous apoearancc. It fometimes deftroys the noic, or caulcs the 
teeth to drop out of their fockets ; fometimes a fungus appears in various parts of the 
body, refenibling a ralberry, in the Erie language called Sivven. This difordcr chiefly 
attacks children, and the loweit clafs of people, who communicate it to each other by 
their uirty habit of living. It w propagated not only by fleeping with, fucking, or fa- 
inting the inlefted, but even by ufing the fame fpoon, knife, glafs, cup, pipe, cloth, 
&c. before th('y have been waflied and cleaned. This, like other fpecies of the ve- 
nereal (lifeare, is cured by mercury; and the only means of preventing fo dreadful a 
ntalady is by the ftriftell attention to every circumilance of cleanlinefs. 


APPENDIX.- Number XIV. 

On the Duchefs of AtbJl and Ladj Wright fjbing at AthoU-Hotifc. 

By a Liinv. 

VITERE filvcr.fiK ted G-jrry nimbly flows, 

Whele vordaiif hanks liie nymphs and naiads love; 
Where naiiiro evhy tnuOiiimg Iweet beftows, 

Not lels delightlul than Idaho’s gitjve ; 

As contemplation led my wand'ring feet 
Along the margin of the cry Hal flood. 

The feather’d I'ongfters hail’d the fwt ct retreat. 

And gentle zephyrs whilper’d thru’ the wood. 

Charm’d with the feene, filent a while I gaz’d, • 

Intently lillcning to the mnrm ring Itream, 

In grateful tranfports nature’s God 1 prais’d. 

And long my foul purfu’d the rapt’rous theme. 

At length I heard, or fancy form’d the tale, 

A gentle voice in moumftil notes complain ; 

Soft echo bore the accents thro’ the vale. 

And thus the mourner feem’d to breathe his pain : 

• 

“ Why did I idly leave the coral groves. 

Where fafety on the breaft of filence lies? 

Danger ftill waits the heedlefs fool that roves. 

And in purfuit of fleeting blifs he dies. 

“ One fatal day, as near the hfink I ftray’d, * 

Two pfeafing forms lean’s o’er the trembling brook } 
Their gentle fmiles ^in artlefs mind betray’d : 

Mifchiet fure never wore fo fai» a look ! 


** Each 
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Each held a magic wand with wond'rous grace, 

A pendant line convey’d the tempting bait ; 

O ! fight portentous to the finny racf, 

Fraught with the dire command of cruel fate ! 

*• My tender mate play’d fearlefs by my fide j 
With eager joy Ihe fnatch'd the bidden dart, 

Infiant, alas ! I loft my lovely bride; 

What racking torture feiz’d my wounded heart ! 

“ E’er fince that hour, to pining grief a prey. 

My flowing tears increafe my native flood ; 

In melancholy fighs 1 wafte the day. 

And Ihun the commerce of the fcaly brood. 

“ Should chance this mournful tale at Blair relate. 

Where dwell the dan^’rous fair who caus’d my pain ; 

They who can love fo well would mourn my fate, 

Aiid ne’er difturb our harmlefs race again.” 


APPENDIX.— Number XV. 

Repojitory of AJhes, 

TWO miles north of Coupar Angus, near a fmall village called Coupar Grange, 
on a gentle eminence, was lately difeovered a repofitory of the alhes of facrifices, which 
our anceftors were wont to offer, up, in honour of their deities. It is a large fpace, 
of a circular form, fenced with a wall on either fide, and paved at bottom with flags. 
The walls are about five feet in height, and built with coarfe ftone. I'hey fornt an 
outer and an inner circle, diftant from each other nine feet. Tl^e diameter of the inner 
circle is fixty feet ; and the area of it is of a piece with the circumjacent foil. But the 
fpace between the walls is filled with afhes of wood, particularly oak, and with the 
bones of various fpecies of animals. I could plainly diftihguifh the extremities of le> 
veral bones of fheep ; and was informed that teeth of oxen and (heep had been found. 
The top of the walls and allies is near two feet below the furface of the field. The 
entry is from the N. W. and ab(>ut ten or twelve feet in breadth. From it a pathway 
fix feet broad, and paved with fmall ftone.s leads eaftward to a large frec>ftone, ftand- 
ing eredl between the walks, and reaching five feet above the pavement, fupported by 
other ftones at bottom. It is flat on the upper part and two feet fquare. Another 
repofitory of the fame kind and dimenfions was fome months ago difeovered at the dif- 
tance of three hundred paces from the former. From the numbers of oak trees that 
have been digged out of the neighbouring grounds it would appear that this was an* 
ciently a grove. .. 

A further account of fimilar ftruftures have been fince communicated to_me. 

Mr. Pennant, in the third volume of his Tour in Scotland, gives an account of an 
aocient building difeovered ndar the village of Coupar Grange, within two miles of 
Coupar in Angus ; this he fuppofes was a repofit.>ry for the afhes of the facrifices which 
our anceftors were «vont to ofler in honour of their deities. A building of this kind, 

6 and 
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and which probably had been intended for the fame piirpofes, was lately difcovered 
in the county of Edinburgh, in a field to the north of Midleton houfe, the feat of 
Mrl Michelfon, and about a mile and half fouth-wefl of Borthwick caftlc. This build- 
ing, like that defcribed by Mr. Pennant, was about a foot under the preLnt furface of 
the field, and was difcovered by the plough ; it differed from Mr. Pennant's in being 
only an irregular fegment of a circle, and in having the bottom lined with fine clay in 
place of flags j like Mr. Pennant’s, it had a narrow entry, pointing nearly N. W. Be- 
low I have given a rude figure, with the dimenfions. This building is formed in ge- 
neral of rough land flones, and is open at top, the ftones not bound or overlapping 
one another as in good mafonry, and none, even of the bell flones, appear to have 
been formed by art j the furrounding foil is gravel going deeper than the foundation 
of the walls. The whole fpace between the walls was filled with materials very dif- 
ferent from the circumjacent foil : the greatell part of the contents was a rich black 
mould, irregularly interfperfed with charcoal of wood, burnt earth, and bones reduced 
to a refemblance of faw-dufl ; a great many tc^h in a more perfcfl flate, fome of them 
very entire, all evidently the teeth of Phytophagous animals, fome plainly the teeth of 
Ihecp and oxen, and no appearance of human teeth. No artificial fubflances were 
found, nor any thing elfe but fome flones that mufl have fallen from the furrounding 
walls. The whole bottom was lined to the depth of fome inches with fine foft clay. 
On a rifing ground to the eafl, called are fome large flones, and are 

probably remains of fome ancient religious flruflure. About a mile to the well a field 
called the Cheflers, with regular terrafles, on a bank to the north of it. It is wifhed 
that our Britifh antiquarians would confider this ancient fubterraneous building, and 
give fome account of it. 

P. S. I am informed that a building of the above kind has been lately difcovered 
in the eafl of Fife. 


Beginning of the entry 
Length of the entry 
Outward wall of the circular part 
Inward wall of ditto 
Height of the circular walls 
Width betwixt the circular walls 


F. Inch. 

2 * 6 broad. 


- 

»5 

— 

long. 

m 

42 

— 

long. 

• 

33 

— 

long- 


5 

5 


m 

5 

2 




Defeription of Craighall. 

CR AIGHALL, a gentleman’s feat, two miles north of Blairgowrie. The fituation 
of it is romantic beyond the power of defeription. It is placed in the midd of a deep 

! ;len, furroundtd on all fides with wide-extended dreary heaths ; where are ftill to be 
een the rude monuments of thoufands of our anceilors, who here fought and fell. 

The 
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The houfe itfelf (lands on the brow of a vaft precipice, at the foot of which the river 
Erocht runs deep and fullen along. It commands a proFpc^l for the fpace of half a 
mile northward, the mod pleafant and mod awful that can be conceived, yibout 
twice the didance now mentioned, the river, that had for many miles glided along beau, 
tifully (loping banks, covered with trees of various kinds planted by the hand of nature, 
feels itfelf confined in a narrow channel, by rocks of an adonilhing height, through 
the chinks of which the oaks (lioot forth and embrace each other from oppofite fides, 
fo as to exclude the kindly indueiicos of the fun, and to occalion almod a total darknefs 
below. The dream cunceale<l from our view makes a tremendous noKe, as if affiighted 
by the horrors of its confinement. The echoing of the caves on every fide render the 
feene dill more dreadful. At length the river is diverted in its courfe by a promontory 
of a great height, vulgarly called Lady Lindfay’s Cadle. Near the fummit this rock is 
feparated Into two divifions, each of which rifes to a confiderable height, oppofite one 
to another, and appear like walls hewn out of folid done. In the infertnediaie (pace, 
fame fays, this adventurous heroine fixe^ her relidencc. After a few more windings, 
the river directs its courfe to Craighall, having fainted feveral impending precipices as 
it ruflied along ; particularly one of enormous fize and fmooth in front, at the bafe of 
which, in a hollow cavern, is heard a continual dropping of water at regular intervals. 

Reeky Linn, 

REEKY LINN,'thrce miles north of Alyth, and two from the famous hill of Barry, 
one of the larged and, mod beautiful cafcadcs of water in Scotland. The river Iflay 
here darts over a precipice fixty feet in height. Through the violence of the fall the 
vapour is forced upward in the air like fmoke, or, as the Scotch term it, reek, from 
whence it has its name. For a confiderable (pace along the courfe of the river, the 
rocks on each fide rife a hundred feet, and the river itfelf, in feveral places, has been 
found thirty fathoms ^deep. 

Of certain Antiquities in the Neighbourhood of Perth, 

Communicated by Mr. Thomas MAi(.8H ll. 

ON the cadem banks of the Tay, about a mile and a quarter a^ove Perth, is a place 
called Rome, to which the Roman road, traced from Ardoch to Innerj)efrery and i^up- 
plin, points, and is continued on the other fide of the l ay, in the manner that fiiall be 
prefen tly obferved. 

At Rome is fuppofed to have been a bridge made of wood ; for, in very dry feafons, 
large beams of oak, placed up a'nd down the dream, are feen. '1 hefe were the founda- 
tiuns, fixed exactly in a fpot where the tide never (lows, and is only immediately out of 
its reach. 'I'his bridge was much frequented, drongly guarded; perhaps often attacked ; 
for in the ground on the wedern fide are frequently found urns. 

About half a mile ead of Rome, at a place calle^ Sherifftown, are the vediges of a 
fort, but much defaced by agriculture. The caufeway or Roman road is continued 
(i om Rome, tunis north at the fields of Shcriiftown, and palTcs through a noted Roman 
camp. at Grady wall. ^ 

In its courfe it goes by a druidical temple confiding of nine large dones, furrounding 
an area twenty-five feet diameter, placed on a fummit commanding a great vie|>v. 
I'he road then paiTes Berry-hill, and through the village of Dirige-moor, where it is 
very complete. Brom thence it is continued t»y the noufe of ByresJ Stobhall, and 
Gallow-moor, near which are two other druidical temples, .of nine dones each. The* 

road 
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road afterwards pafTes near £. Hutton, and from thence runs to the banks of the Ilia 
or Hay. Its whole courfe from Rome to this place is nine miles, vifible in many places, 
left fo near to the villages as the ftones have been removed for building. 

At the fpot where the road touches on the 111 a, a bridge is fuppofed once to have 
ftood : the neceffity is evident ; for on the oppofite fide was a confidcrable Roman 
poft. The Romans profited of the commodious accident of the two rivers, the Tay 
and the 111 a, which unite at a certain diftance below. Thefe formed two fecure fences : 
the Romans made a third by a wall of great thicknefs, defended again by a ditch both 
on the infide and the out^fide. Thefe extend three miles in a line from the Tay to the 
Ilia, leaving within a vafi fpace, in form of a Delta. Near the head of the bridge is a 
large mount exploratory, and probably once proteded by a tower on the fummit. On 
a line with this are two others; one about the middle of the area, the other nearer the 
Tay : thefe are round ; but Mr. Marfhall doubts whether they are the work of art. 
But clofe to the junftion of the Tay and Ilia is a fourth, artificial, which is ftyled Car- 
rick-know, or the Boar-hill, and feems defigned to cover a landing-place. 1 muft note 
that the wall is ftyled the Cleaving-wall. It merits further difquifition, as it will pro- 
bably be found to be fubfervient to the ufes of the camps at Hicthic and other places in 
the neighbourhood, which fome native antiquary may have ample time to explore. 

Not far from Blairgown is a vaft redangular inclofure, encompaffed with a lofty 
rampart and a deep ditch ; the length is an Englifh mile and a quarter ; the breadth 
half a mile. Three riling grounds run parallel to each other the whole length of it. 
Two rivulets and Lornty water take likewife parallel courfes at the bottom between 
thefe rifings. In certain parts within are multitudes of tumuli. The fame are obferved 
in greater numbers on the fouth exterior fides, and fome on the call. With them are 
mixed feveral circular buildings, with an entrance on one part : of thefe little more 
than the foundations are left, which are fix feet thick. Some include an area of forty- 
eight feet ; but the greater number only twenty-feven. The <^tch is on the infidc ; by 
which this inclofure appears to have been defigned for a diflferent purpofe than a camp. 
It probably was an oppidum of the ancient inhabitants of the country : the circular foun- 
dations, the reliques of their habitations, which, when entire, might have been of tlu* 
form of the Danifh Dunes, fo frequent in the Hebrides ; as the tumuli are certainly the 
places of interment. 


* APPENDIX.-Number XVI. 

An abridged Account of the Effects of the Lightning which broke on M chill Houfe^ in Fife’ 
Jhire, the Scat <fthe Earl of LeveUy on the T.'jth of OFtober^ 1 733 : 

Being ExtraAs of a Letter from Mr^CoLiN Maci.aurih, ProfelTor of Mathematic^ at Edinburgh, to 

* Sir Hans Sloan K. 

“ sir , Edinburgh, December 3, 1^33. 

“ AT*the defire of the Earl of Leven I wenfto Melvill houfe, and took a parucular 
furvey of the effeds of the lightning, which broke upon the houfe on the ayih of Ocko- 
ber lalf. As fome of them were very furprifing, I thought it might be worth while to 
ftnd you the following relation, nqj doubting of your tliinking ij worthy the attention 
of the Royal Society. The houfe Hands about twenty miles north from Edinburgh, 
on the nonth fide 01 a plain, which extends far from eaft to weft and towards three 
VOL. III. * 4 c miles 



562- PEXKANT^S SECOND TOUR IN SCoTLAKO. 

miles broad, fi'onts to the eaftward of fouth, and near it are great plantations, which 
ahnod furround it, and in fome places extend to the diftance of three miles. 

We had fine weather in this country from the 9th to the 25th of Oftobcr, when 
the mercury fell very confiderably, and the weather changed. The 26th was a very 
bid day, having heavy rain, and in fome places fnow and nail. On the 27th the win'd 
was wed, the morning cloudy, and we had thunder and lightning in many places very 
remote from Melvill. 

** It was on the 27th, betwixt fix and (even in the morning, that the lightning broke 
upon the houfe, attended with loud peals of thunder. I could only meet with one man 
wiio was in the fields at that time, who was fo mnch terrified that I could gather but 
little from him. He faid the dorm Came from the N. E. towards the S. W., felt it 
very hot, and a drong fulphureous fmell as the lightning pafled over him; faw it break, 
as he imagined, v'ith all the colours of the rainbow among the trees near the houfe, 
filling all the country round with an extraordinary light. 

“ I'he houfe is covered with lead, and has four chimney>tops on each fide of the 
eup(>la. Of the four on the ead end of the houfe, one of them, in which was one of 
the kitchen vents, and where there only was fire at that time of the morning, was beat 
down level with the lead roof: fome of the dones were carried above one hundred feet 
into the garde';. 'I'he Hates which covered the floping part of the roof on the wed end 
were broke off for a confiderable fpace. There was one breach appearing in the outfide 
of the wall, which we were fure pierced through it : this was in the attic dory, towards 
the weit end of the north front. A done was drove twenty feet from the breach upon 
a level, broke a fplintcr off a done dep of a back daircafe, and rebounded twelve feet. 
That part of the lightning which produced the mod confiderable efieds came down the 
chimney-head, which is the mod northerly of the four on the ead of the cujpola, where 
there is a vent of another chimney in the kitchen. In its defeent it made feveral breaches 
in that vent : it is plaimthat two proceeded from it, becaufe the fmoke from that chim- 
ney proceeded from both ; one of them in the great daircafe, from which a done of 
thirty-two pounds heavy weight was beat out, fo as to drike the marble floor at twenty- 
fix feet didance, meal'ured on a level, and after that rebounded on the adjoining wall. 
All the windows were entire in this daircafe ; nor did any other effeds appear there. 
The other breach in this vent was in the oppofite diredion, and pierced into a bed^ 
chamber on the ead fide, where was a noifome, fulphureous fmell for a confiderable 
time after, and a great heat : it made in the bed chamber a large breach in the,plaider 
cornice, and carried plaider and lath quite acrofs the room. Many panes of glafs were 
broke in both windows. I apprehend there mud have been another breach from the 
lame vent with a fouth diredion, becaufe of the wonderful effed in the comer of the 
great dining-room, where a fmall fplinter of wood, about thirteen inches long, and not 
heavier than two quills, was beat with fo much force againd . the floor, as to leave a 
mark equal to the depth ai^d length of its own body. On taking down the pannel be- 
longing to this bit of moulding, there was a crevice found, and* this is very near oppo- 
fire to the great breach in the daircafe, only about four feet higher, but divided by the 
folidjnid wallof«the houfe. In this dining-room many of the pidure-frames were 
fcorched, the paintings defaced and fpdiled, but the canyas entire. Panes broke here 
in all the windows ; and the window- curtains fo much finged as to blacken our handir, 
on rubbing the fide next the windows. In the drawing-room at the ead end of the 
great dining-room, t^c comice plaider was brok& in many places, and panes broke. 
The bed-chamber next it was already mentioned. 
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In the drawing*rooin on the weft end of this dining-room, the windows were en- 
tire, the ihutters clofe, the doors locked, and no foot came down the chimney ; yet 
there is a large deep fplinter tore out of a ftrong oak pannel. Before the pannel (lands 
a japaned cabinet, greatly tarniflied at one end. A pier glafs betwixt the windows, in 
a glafs frame, has two breaches in the frame, and the reft entire. In the bed-chamber 
next to this drawing-roont nothing was obferved. In the comer of the dre(Ilng-room 
belonging - to this apartment there ftood a barometer, which was broke in pieces : the. 
mercury difappeared, and we could find no remains of it. I muft mention in this place, 
that his lordinip would’ not allow a fervant to clean any part of this principal floor till I 
(hould fee the elFefls of the lightning. In this drefling-room the pannels were much 
broke and (battered ; and of thirty panes fifteen were broke. 

“ Below thefe apartments, in the firft floor, is the bed-chamber where my lord and 
lady lay, being the centre room in the weft front. Two panes of one of the windows 
were broke, and the glaft found (licking on the curtains of the bed. Many pieces of 
the mouldings of the pannels were broke and Corn oflF. The minor of a drefling-glals 
broke to pieces, the quickfilver melted ofl^, but the frame entire, and ftood in its place ; 
it fmelt of fulphur for fome hours after. Two fmall pidures beat from one fide of the 
room to. the other. A pier glafs betwixt the windows entire, but the pannel below it 
beat out ; and a cheft of drawers before the pannel received no harm. The frames of 
two piflures, which hung at the fide of the bed, were much broke; and one of the 
pannels fell out lately, when a fervant was dulling it. 

** My lord's account of what he obferved is, that he was awaked with the noife of a 
great guft of wind ; that, upon looking up and drawing the curtain, he perceived the 
lightning enter the room with great brightnefs, appearing of a bluifh colour. It made 
him cover his eyes for a moment ; and on looking up, the light feemed to be abated, 
and the bluilh colour had difappeared ; at the fame time be heard the thunder, which 
made an uncommon noife ; he felt at the fame time the bed and t|ie whole room (hake, 
much in the fame manner one feels a horfe when he roufes, and was like to be choaked 
with the fulphur. When the maid opened the door, (he was fcarcely able to breathe 
from the fulphureous (learns which filled the room ; happily the room was large, being 
twenty-two feet fquare, and fixteen feet high. 

In an adjoining bed-chamber a gilded fereen was quite fpoiled, and though folded 
up, the gilding is burnt off every leaf. 


** In the parlour the gilding was melted off the leather hangings nearly of this fom^; 


and in the window direflly oppofite, at the diftance of twenty-four feet, in one of the 
' panes, there is a rent exaflly of the fame form with the melted place of the gilding, 
which does not reach to either end of the pane, about two inches long each Ime, tlie 
length of the lines of the melted hangings being above two feet each. This room in 
the fouth front. . • ' • 

** In the drawing-room on this apor there were numy effe£ls of the lightning. It 
has two windows to the fouth, and two to the eaft. A pannel was Ioofe,,but kept from 
falling by a half-length pifture which hung before it, upon a nail in the w'all abo\'TB tBe 
top of the pannel : on removing the pifture the pannel came down, and a piece of Hone 
in the wall fell in, which probably had beat the pannel out of its place. the outfide 
of the houfe we difeovered two breaches oppofite to the pa^d, but they md not teem 
to go deep. Several other pannels were beat out, and |waticulany one of nine leel high, 

and three feet broad, was brat out fo to as to have the infide turned outward, and was 

^ mund 
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found reding with the end upon a chair. Betwixt the two fouth windows dood a pier 
glafs, which has a piece taken out of it of a femicircuiar figure, nearly three inches long 
and two inches deep, and no crack or daw in the red of the glafs ; the gilded frame 
much finged above and below : the piece was found broken, and one part had the 
quickfilver melted : above the glafs wc perceived a hole in the pannel, as if burnt 
through. There was only one pane broke in this room, which was in one of the ead 
windows. The hole in the pane was of the fize and fhape of a weaver’s fhuttle. A 
glafs (like the other) which dood betwixt the two ead windows was broke in pieces : 
the chimney-glafs not touched. The vent of this room goes to the chimney-top, which 
was beat down. 

“ In the adjoining bed-chamber, there were feveral pannelsbeat out, and fome parts 
of them appeared to be burnt. A piece of done was found in the door, which was 
evidently beat from behind one of the pannels, from a large hard done, which appeared 
to be much fhattered. 

** In the attic dory is the billiard-rooth, above the tW'O ead drawing-rooms : here the 
door is torn up in two places, and large fplinters are carried off from the middle of the 
planks. A pidure was driven out of its frame towards the other fide of the room ; the 
leather hangings torn, and the gilding melted'in many places. Of forty panes in this 
room, thirty-four were broke. 

“ Above the dreffing-room, where the barometer was broke, is an interfole, where 
there is a condderable breach in the infide of the wall, from which lime and rubbifh 
were beat over the room. On a fhelf feveral glades were broke, as were fome bottles, 
-and a china bowl : four large bottles full of gunpowder on the fame fhelf efcaped un- 
touched. 

“ In the under dory, in the kitchen, one of the windows looking ead was beat to 
pieces : one of the iron bands beat to the oppofitc wall ; the other was driven out of a 
door, in a dire^on at,;*ight angles to the former ; the plaider below the window torn 
up ; and a lead cidern which dood near it received fome damage. 

“ No perfon in the houfe received any harm, except that my lord complained much 
of his eyes for fome days.” 


APPENDIX.—Number XVII. 

Copy of King MaFcolm's Charter to the Town of St. Andrew's. 

MALCOLMIIS, Rex Scottorum, omnibus fuis probis hominibus falutem. Sciatis 
me concedide hac Carta condrmade Burgenfibus Epifeopi Sanfti Andrese onme.s liber- 
tates et confuetudines, qyas mei Burgenfes commutes habent per totam terram meam, 
et quibufeunque portibus applicucrint. Qua de re volo et firmiter fuper meum plena- 
rium foris faftum prohibeo ne quis ab illis aliquid injude exigat. Tedibus, Waltero 
Cancellario, Hogone de Moriville, '\yaltero filio A lam, Waltero de Lyndyfjiy, Roberto 
Avenel. Apud San£fum Andream. 


APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX.— Number XVIII. 

THE ROMAN MEASURES, whereof Vefpafian*s Congius was their Standard, com- 
pared with the MEASURES ufed at prefent (anno 1775) in Annandale, where, as 
in all other Parts of Scotland, the Stirling Jug, or Scots Pint, continues to be the 
Standard. 


Roman Mcafures. 

EngliHi 

Cubic 

Inches. 

Annandale Meafures. 

Knglldi 

Cubic 

Inches. 

Difference. 

3 SesLtarius \ Congius 

>03-t’A 

I Scots pint or Ju^g 


oo-,Vo 

Cub. Inch. 

6 Ditto 1 Conglua 

ac7 — 

2 Pints 1 Annandale Cap 

206-i 

.a6 

D® D®. 

4 Congius 1 Urna 

828-LL 

4 Ditto Caps \ FIrlot 

837 -?-. 


D® D®. 

8 Congius 1 Amphora 

165611 

8 Ditto Caps 1 rirlot 

1654*4^ 

2-^ 

D- D“. 

3 Mod Ilia 1 Amphora 

— -- 

4 FIrlots 1 Boll 

6617*; 

— 

— — 

30 Amphora i CuUua 

33«3oVoa 

30 Firlots 5 Bolls — 

13089^**0 

+ «'TiS*B 

6 *, '4; Scots Gills. 


JOHN LESSLIE. 


APPENDIX.— Number XIX. 

Liji of Scots Manufadurestwhich are exported^ and were made^ isfc, 

CORDAGE, ropes, and all forts of twine ; Leith, Greenock, Port Glafgow. 

Earthern, Delft, and Stone wares ; Prellonpans, Glafgow.. 

Green Glafs bottles ; Alloa, Leith, &c. 

Cad and wrought iron work ; Carron. 

The fined chimney grates, made and polifhed at Edinburgh. 

Cutlery ware of different kinds. 

Leather nianufaflures of all kinds ; Edinburgh, Kilmarnock, &c;. 

Linens plain, diaper, damaik, lawns and gauzes \ printed, chequered, and driped linen, 
&c. Edinburgh, Glafgow, Paifley, &c. 

Stuffs of filk only, filk and cotton, dlk and worded ^ filk gauzes, ribbons, &c.. at the 
fame places. . • * « 

Woollen manufaflures, viz. Edinburgh, Haddington, Muffelburgh ; friezes, ferges, 
Stirling ; tartans, blankets, Stirling, Kilmarnock, &c. worded, thread, filk dock- 
ings, Aberdeen ; the fined worded dockings from Shetland ; docking pieces, Edin- 
burgh, Stirling, Glafgow, &C. blue bonnets, caps, &c.. KJlmarnock ; carpets, carpet- 
ing, &c. Edinburgh, Kilmarnock, &c. 

Painted cloths an^ callicoes •, many fadtories near Edinburgh. 

Copper, tin, and pewter manufactured j* printing-types, greatly imprdV'cd. 

Cotton manufactures, fudiafis, &c. 


Refined 
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Refined fugars; Edinburgh, Glafgow, Dundee, &c. 

Hats nearly equal to the Engllfh ; Edinburgh. 

Thread and yam of all kinds. 

Thread lace ; Dalkeith, Hamilton, Ldth. 

Paper both for printing and wilting. 

Candles. 

Soap, hard and foft ; Ldth. 

SnuflT. 

Salt; Alloa, Kirkaldy, Preftionpans, &c. Vitroil and fal-ammoniac. 

Bricks and tyles. 

Confiderable breweries for exportation at Edinburgh and Glafgow. 

Among the arts not eflentially neceflfary for human life may be reckoned the curious 
manufa£tures of leathern fnuffjioxes. llie artifts MefTn. Wilfon and Clerk have ex- 
tended it-even to mufical inftruments, qnd made a violin entirely of leather, which, I 
hear, gives as melodious a found as the belt of wood : and that they have lately made a 
German flute of the fame materials* Paper has been lately made of the weeds taken 
out of Duddingfton Loch ; I do not know with what fuccefs. Perhaps this was at- 
tempted after the example of the Germans, who have of late made a fon of nettle, and 
other vegetables. 

Woollen MamfoBure- 

WOOLLEN manufaftures are mentioned in 1424, in the fecond parliament of 
James I. where it is difeouraged by a tax. ** Item, It is ordained, that of ilk poundcs 
worth of woollen claith had out of the realme, the King fall have of the out*haver for 
cuftom twa Ihillinges.** 

After this, feveral regulations were preferibed by legiflature, and the wool prohibited 
from being fent into*£ngland. A law of James II. ih 1457, (perhaps for the purpofe 
of peopling the boroughs, and civilizing his people, by drawing them out of the woods 
into civil ibciety) prohibits any but burgefles to buy wool, to lit, nor mak claith, nor 
cut claith.** Yet, not to leave the majority of his people naked, adds, ** Bot it is to be 
otherwife faid, gif ane man hes woll of his awin flieip.** 

James VI. who (notwithftanding fome of us Englilh may think otherwife) had fre- 
quent intervals of wifdom, prohibited the wearing of any cloth in Scotland but what 
was the manufadure of the country. 

I imagine, that in defiance of all the laws againft fmugglihg of wool out of the king, 
dom, it was carried to Flanders* Qld Hackluyt mentions it among the few exports of 
Scotland. 


. Moreover of Scotland the Gommodrtiei 
Arc ftllet, hides, and of wool! ihc fleefep 
And all thefe miift pafle by us awry. 

Into Flanders by England, footb to fay. 

And all her wonlle was draped fo** to fell 
In the townes of Poperinge and Bell 

e 

At length a woollen manufadure arofe in fome degree. There was an exportation 
of it into Holland till 1720 : it was a coarfe kind, fuch as is made in the Highlands: 
much of it was fold to Glasgow, and fent into America, for blankets for the Indians. 

* HoUinflwd mentions thefe towns, p. 614. 

It 
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It is in Scotland a clothing for the country ]jeople, and is worth about . lod. or i2d. a 
ayrd. The only broad cloth worth mentioning, is that made at Paul's work in Edin- 
burgh, which is brought to great perfefkion. 

Linen ManufaSture, 

I CANNOT afcertain the time when the linen manufadures arofe. There could not 
be a great call for the commodity, a century and a half ago, when people of fafliion 
fcarcdy changed their Ihirts above once the week in England. But, thanks to the lux* 
ury, or rather the neatillfe of the times, this article has become a moft national advan- 
tage. The following table will fhew the flouriihing ftate of it in this kingdom ; and its 
great advance in forty-three years. At the foot of it is an account of the imports of 
dax into England and Scotland : and the exports of coal from the laft« 


ACCOMPT of LINEN CLOTH aatftpcd in SCOTLAND. 


From I ft. Nov. 1770 to ift; NoVv 1771. 


Fi:om ift. Nov. 1727 to ift. Nov. 1728. 


Value. 



Aberdeen 

Ayr. - - 

Argylc - 

Banff • 

Berwick 

Bute . 

Caitbnefs 

Clackmannan 

Cromarty 

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Edinburgh 

Elgin 

rife . 

Forfar . 

Haddington 

Invernefs 

Kincardine 

Kinrofs • 

Kirkcudbrig 

Lanerk . 

Linlithgow 

Nairne - 

Orkney 

Peebles - 

Perth 

Renfrew 

Rofs 

Roxburgh 
Selkirk - 
Stirling 
Sutbtrland 
Wigton 


41,040! 
26, 6(^9 J I 

43* 

101,618 

9i*93 


66,027 

3,002 

747 

1,254 

361,985*, 

595,821} 

.163 

10,690 

a7.88s5 

53.9*' 


172,6581 

6.353 


477.7431 

85.5*74 

10,844 

15.8»*S 

8.73*1 

».548» 


■price per 
Yard ar a 
Medium. 


Ii539 o *T2 
2,086 17 2 

3* 8 o 
3,8to It 6 
365 16 I 


240 10 2 

2,356 8 6 
15* '3 * 
198 17 o 
47 »* 6 
30,175 10 9j> 
*4.731 *3 0- 
18 3 o 
401 2 o 
'.04S *4 34 
.,906 19 o 

9,968 o 3 
476 9 6 


*3.955 ••4- 
6,852 14 9 
402 6 6 
914 >6 84* 
436 12 6 
191 2 9 

3 7® 


*.•83,978 I 103,312 9 3 jo "-A 



198,177 

193.41} 

54,3^5 

56,129 


5.59* 

173,892 

43.*67 

214.834 
63,676 

1,885,622 

5,700,851} 

111.835 

2*3.798 

118,628 

79.450 
'.30* I 


Valae. 


14,716 1 4j I 5 W 
10,530 1 8 t I 



It,6i8 17 1} 

*.'34 8 Si 
19,487 12 o ! 
*.344 8 4* 
72.'j8 3 2} 
147.456 19 3 
10,838 6 11} I 
6.4*5 5 * 
4,030 3 3} 
2.85a 3 :} 

114 19 10 
i7a»347 IE 9 


0 IIXA 

1 il 

o 9i 

0 6i 

1 iii 
o 64^ 
o 

0 8^ 

* 9% 

1 Si. 


2,204 

188 4 i 

1 Bx 

»4.734 

8$2 12 8 

t tin 

21, 088 

2, *57 la 5 

* 9i 

'.674.7*7 

• 66,153 6 .3 

0 9L 

684.557 

70.177 9 6 

2 o4 

10,145 

410 9 4 

» 

55.625 

9 mm 

S.379 '9 **i 

» al , 

47.956 

2,278 15 0 

0 iiV 

16,996 

691 0 5 

- • 

0 9V. 

*3.67*.548i 

6S*.3*9 3 Sl 










flKNANT'c «BCONS TOUR XM SCOTLAND. 


s68 


An ACCOUNT of the TOTAL QUANTITIES of FLAX, HEMP, FLAX-SEED, and 
LINEN YARN, imported in England and Scotland, from 5th January 1764 to 5th Ditto 1771 1 
together with the TOTAL QUANTITIES of CO ALS exported from Scotland to Foreign Parts, 
from ^th January 1765 to ytlijanuary 177*. 


From 5th January 1764 to jth January 1771. 


Flax Rough. Hemp Rough. Linfeed. 


Total of Ftax-lec. imported 
iu England 

Total of Flax, &c. imported 
■ in Sifotlamdr ' 


Cwtt. qrs. lb. Cwta. qrs. lb.| Buihelt. lb. 

1.130*7x9 o 3 2,639, ajd a 2* 1,792,465 I 55,006,029 

333.749 3 •> 11*. 980 3 4 435.»+3f 954*97* J 


From 5th January 1765 to 5th January 1772. 


Great Coals. 


Small Coals. 


Pitforan 

Coals, 

Duty 

free. 


Total- of Coals exported from Scotland 


|Tons. Cwts. qrs. Cbalderi. Bulh. Chalders. 
86,ojo 14 o *7,797 7 i 4681 


APPENDIX.— Number XX. 
Itinerary. 


ARDMADT, to Port Soonachan, 

Miles. 

• 18 

Inveraray, 

11 

eiadich. 

10 

'llendrum. 

12 

Killin, 

20 

Taymouth, 

16 

Lugierait, < ' 

12 

B^r,' 

I^nkeld,' . 

12 

20 

‘Delvin, • ' 

7 

Perth, 

15 

Dupplio, 

5 

InnerpeSeiy, 

10 


Miles. 

Grief by FintjUick, 5 

Comeric, 6 

To Loch-Eam and 3 miles alone its 
fide, g 

Back to Fintillick, 18 

Cadle-Drummond, i 

KaytAA Caftle, 4 

Ardoch, ^ 

By ^fullibardine to Dupplin,' 20 

Tibbimoor, Huntingtower, and again 
to Dupplin, 10 

Perth, ^ 

Efrol, 10 

^4 Dundee, 
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Dundee, 

Milet. 

»5 

Panmure, ^ 

10 

Aberbrothic, 

7 

Ferriden. Montrofe, 

12 

North-Bridge, 

5 

Lawrence iQrk, 

6 

Stonehive, 

*5 

Urie, 

2 

Fettercairn, 

x8 

Catter-thun, 

9 

Brechin, 

3 

Carefton, 

5 

Forfar, 

6 

Glames, 

5 

Belmont, 

6 

Dunfmane, 

JO 

Perth, 

7 

Dupplin by the Sterling road. 

3 

Earn Bridge, 

4 

Abemethy, 

4 

Falkland, 

8 

Melville, 

4 

St. Andrews, 

14 

Leven, 

»5 


MSei. 


Kirkaldie, 9 

By Kinghom to Aberdour, 8 

Duinferline, 8 

Limekilns near Broomhali, 4 

Culrofs, 4 

Clackmannan, 4 

Alloa, I 

Sterling, 7 

Falkirk, x x 

Linlithgow, t 

Kirklifton, 8 

Edinburgh, 8 

Hawthomden, Rodin, and back to 
• Edinburgh, 14 

Dalkeith, and again to Edinburgh, 14 
Cranfton, la 

Crichton and Borthwickcadle, and 
back to Crandon, i* 

Blacklhields, 4 

Lauder, fX 

Gala>fliields, 10 

Melros, 3 

Dryburgh, 5 

Kelfo, 


ENGLAND. 


Carham, 

Miles/ 

5 

Pierce Bridge, 


xa 

Paliniburne, 

8 

Richmond, 


10 

Woolcr, 

8 

Wendey, 


10 

W oolcr-haugh-head , 

2 

Kettlewell, 


16 

Chillingham cadle. 

3 

Skipton, 


18 

Percy’s Crofs, 

5 

Keighly, 


xo 

Wictingham, 

5 

Haifax, 


X2 

Half-way houfe. 

4 

Rochdale, 


x6 

Rothbury, 

5 

Alkrington, 


6 

Cambo 

1 1 

Manchefter, 


6 

Hexham, 

18 

Barton bridge, 


5 

Corbridge, 

4 

Warrington, 


S 

Newcadle, 

• >7 

I Cheiler, * 

• 

so 

Durham, 

. >5 

Downing, 


aa 

Biihop Aukland, 

10 


• 

• 
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ACCOUNT OF THF. DROSACKS. 

[From GARNET'a Tour ] 

A ugust n. About feven o’clock in the morning wc fet out from Callander, 
along the banks of the Teathi and palTed through the final! village of Kitmahog ; 
on our right we faw the houfe of Lency, the refidence of John Hamilton Buchanan, Efq. 
proprietor of that village, pleafantly fituated on an eminence ; here we crolT-d the 
Teath, and, fkirting the Ibuthern limb of Bealedi, a high mountain on our right, wa 
came to Lochvanachoir *, out of which the Teath runs, though its origin is properly 
in Loch Catherine. 

Lochvanachoir is nearly four miles in length, and in general about one in breadth *, 
its banks are very pleafant, covered with wood, and Hoping gently into the water. 

Soon after leaving this lake we came;to another, but fmaller, called t Lochachray. 
The length of this lake is about a mile and a half, and its breadth fcarce more than 
half a mile, but its banks are very pleafant, being covered W'ith wood. The feenery 
at the upper part is remarkably bold and ftriking. 

It was here that we had the firfl view of the Trofachs J, which are rough, rugged, 
and uneven hills } beyond thefeisfeen the rugged mountain Benvenu, which differs in 
nothing from the Trofachs, except in magnitude. As foon as we had palTed Locha* 
chray, we entered the Trofachs by a road winding among them. The feenery here 
is exceedingly wild and romantic } rugged rocks of every fhape furround the road, 
arid in many places overhang it j thefe rocks are almoft covered with heath, and orna- 
mented to the very lop with weeping birch. This part of the road prefents feenery 
which is w'ild and horrid ; it feemed to be Glencoe in miniature ; but the moumains, 
though vaflly fmaller, are more rugged, and being covered with heath and birch wood, 
have a different charaffter. 

I (hall not enter into a farther defeription of the Trofachs, for it is irnpoflible by words 
to convey any idea of the kind of feenery. 'J'hefe hills had been deferibed to me by 
I'everal perfons who had vifited this place, and 1 had read fome deferiptions of them, 
but could form no diftant idea of what I was to fee : as I have no pretcnfions to fu- 
perior powers of this kind, 1 fhall leave the tafle to Mr. Watts, whole pencil will 
give an exadt reprefentation of fome part of the feenery. 

The Trofachs are compofed of argiiaceous fliiflus, flratined, and imbedded here and 
there with veins of quartz. The ftrata are, in fome inltancfs, nearly perpendicular to 
the horizon, and in all dip very much, a proof that fome convulfions or powerful caufes 
have removed thefe lumpilh hills from their original (ituation. Some fuppofe them to 
have been tom from the fides of the adjacent mountains, but there are, 1 think, no 
appearances which warrant this concluHon. 

After we h?d followed, the winding road which may be fecn in the engraving, among 
thefe ftrange maffes, for about three quarters of a 'mile, wq had a fight of the lower 
part of Loch Catherine, winding its way among \he Trofachs, fome of which appear 
above its level Turface in the form of bold and rugged iflands and promontories. The 

feenery about this lake is uncommonly fublime, particularly when we had gone about 

« 

♦ Loch-van-a-choir (ignlfiet the lake of the white or fair valley. 

t Lochacray U coiifraAed from Loch-a-chravy, which fignlBesthe hike of the field ofdevotlon. Achray 
the name of a farm on Its banks, where^ it is beiicvtd9 tbh l)riuds had a place ofwsirihfp, there being fome 
remains of one of their temples. Siat. Account. , 

} Trofacks or Drofackj, in the Celtic^ fi gnifice rough or uneven grounds. 

12 


mile 
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a mile up the northern bank, where the road has been made with groat labour, in 
many parts out of the folid rock, but which is impaffable for a carriage, and can 
fcarcely be travelled over on horleback with fafety. Here, turning back our eyes to- 
wards the Trofachs, the view was particularly grand ; rocky iflands rife boldly out of 
the lake, and in the back ground is Benvenue, rearing its rugged fummit far above 
the whole, having its lower part clothed with W'ood. The view up the lake to the 
weftward is likewifc very fine ; the cxpanfe of water being bounded by Alpine moun- 
tains, foftcncd by difiancc, and appearing of a fine dark blue. 

Loch Catherine is about ten mil .s in length, but not much more than one in breadth; 
and if it poffefs not the beauty of other lakes which we had feen, its fcenery is much 
more grand and romantic. 

Near the foot of the lake, the Honourable Mrs. Drummond of Perth has ^ed:ed 
feme huts of wicker work, for the convenience of firangers who vifit this wild fcenery; 
here they can partake of the refrcihmonts whict»they bring from Callander, and ihelter 
themfeives from a (lorm. - • 

The wood, which abounds on the banks of Loch Catherine, is made into charcoal ; 
a certain portion being cut down annually, and w'hen burnt, it is brought down to tTte 
foot of the lake in boats, from whence it is conveyed in carts to the Cairbn foundery. 
The Circea Aipina, or mountain enchanter’s night-fliade, grows in gr^at abundance 
on the banks of this lake ; the pebbles found on the Ihore^are chiefly argiiaceous and 
micaceous ihiflus, with Ibme quartz. 

Lochvanachoir abounds both with falmon and trout, and Lochavray with pike, which 
prevents almofl; any other fifh from living in its vicinity. In Loch Catherine are trout 
and char, but the falmon and pike arc prevented from entering this lake by a fall at 
its mouth. 

Thefe three lakes are only expanfions of the beautiful river Teath, which may be 
faid to originate in Loch Catherine, or more properly in the numerous flreams that 
pour into this lake in cataracts from its flccp and, rugged banks.* 

After having feen whatever was remarkable in the neighbourhood of Loch Cathe- 
rine, we returned by the fame road to Callander ; and, as it was our wifh to make the 
beft of our way to Glafgow, after dinner we took the crofs road to Fintry, fixteen 
miles diflant. About fix miles from Callander, we came to the Loch of Montcath, a 
bcatiful little lake almofl five miles in circumference, adorned with two fmallcr fylvan 
iflands. On the larger are the ruins of a monaflery, and on the fmailcr the remains 
of an ancient feat of the once-powcrful Earls of Monteith, whofe chief refidence, as has 
been before obforved, was Doune Cafilc. 

This lake aboilnds with perch and pike, which lafi are very large. A curious- me- 
thod of catching this fifh ufed to be prafllfed : on the iflands a number of geefe were 
collected by the farmers, who occupied the furrounding banks of the lake. After 
baited lines of two or throe feet in length had been tied to the legs of thefe geefe, 
they were driven into the water. , Steering naturally homeward in diflergnt direftions, 
the bait was loon fwallofved. A violent and often tedious ftruggle enfued ; in which, 
however, the geefe at length prevailed, though they were frequently much exhaufled 
before they reached the fhore. This method of catching pike is not now ufed, •but 
there are fome old perfons who remember to have feen it, and who were aftive pro- 
moters of this amufement *. 

* Garnct’t TSur through the H^hlandi, Icc. of Scotland. 4to. Vol. ii. pagfc 171. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE. WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND, 

BT M. MARTIN, Gbnt. • 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE GEORGE OF DENMARK, 

LORD HIGU ADMIRAL OP (NOLAND AND IRELAND, AND OF ALL HER MAJESTY^S PLANTATIONS# 
AND GENERALISSIMO OF ALL HER MAJESTV’s FORCES9 ETC. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS, 

AMONGST the numerous crowd of congratulating addreflers, the Iflanders de* 
fcribed in the following Iheets prefume to approach your Royal Perfon : they can now, 
without fufpicion of infidelity to the Queen of England, pay their duty to a Danilh 
Prince, to whofe predeceffors all of them formerly belonged. 

They can boaft that they are honoured *■ with the fepulchres of eight kings of Nor- 
way, who at this day, with forty-eight kings of Scotland, and four of Ireland, lie ^en- 
tombed in the iiland of Jona ; a place famed then for fome peculiar fan£lity. 

They prefume that it is owing to their great diftance from the imperial feat, rather 
than their want of native worth, that their iflands have been fo Httled regarded ; which by 
improvement might render a conflderable accelTion of (Irength and riches to the crown, 
as appears ^y a fcheme annexed to the following treatife. They have fuffered hitherto 
under the want of a powerful and aflFe£bonate patron ; Providence feems to have given 
them a natural claim to your Royal Highnefs. And, though it be almoft prefumption 
for fo linftd a nation to hope for fo great a blelling, they do humbly join their prayers 
to God, that the protedlion which they hope for from two Princes of fo much native 
worth and goodncfs, might be continued in your royal pofterity to all generations. 
So prays, may it pleafejour Royal Highnefs, 

Your Highnefs’s mofl: humble 

and mod obedient fei*vant, 

M. MARTIN. 

THE PREFACE. 

THE Weftern I/lands of Scotland, which make the fubjed of the following book, 
were .called by the ancient geographers ^biidtc, and Hebrides ; but they knew fo little 
of them, that they neither agreed in their name nor number. Perhaps it is peculiar 
to thofe ifles, that they have never been deferibed till now by- any man that was a na- 
tive of the country, or had travellfed them. They were indeed touched by Boethius, 
Biihop Leily, Buchanan, and Johnlton^ in their Hidorics of Scotland, but none or 
thofe authors were ever there in perfon j fo that what they wrote concerning them was 
upon truft from others. Buchanan, it is true, had his information from Donald Monro, 
who had been jn many of tjhcm *, and therefore his account is the bed that has hitherto 
appeared, but it mud be owned that it is very imperfed ; that great man defigned the 
hiltory, and not the geography of his country, and therefore in him it was pardonable. 
Befidesy fince hi§ time, there is a gre^t change in the humour of the world, and by 
confequence in the way of writing. Natural and experimental philofophy has been 
much improved dnee his days ; and therefore deferiptions of countries, without the 
natural hidory of them, are now judly reckoned to be defedive. 

• ^ 

* From the fecond edition, London, 1716, 8vo. 
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This I bad a particular regard to in the followiiig defcription, ind Jhave every where 
taken notice of the nature of the climate and foil, of the produce of the places by fea 
and land, and of the remarkable cures performed by the natives merely by the ufe 
of fimples ; and that in Aich variety as, 1 hope, will make amends for what defeats may 
be found in my ftyle and way of writing : for there is a wantonnefs in language as well 
as in other things, to which my countrymen of the ifles are as much ftrangers, as to 
other exceffes which are too frequent in many parts of Europe. We ftudy things there 
more than words, though thole that underhand our native language mud own, that 
wc have enough of the latter to inform the judgment, .and work upon the affeftions in 
as pathetic a manner as any other language whatever. But I go on to my fubjeft. 

The ifles here deferibed are but little known or confldered, not only by ftrangers, but 
even by thofe under the fame government and climate. 

The modern itch after tlie knowledge of foreign places is fo prevalent, that the gene- 
rality of mankind bellow little thought or time upon the place of their nativity. It is 
beconte cuftomary in thofe of quality to travel /oung into foreign countries, whilft they 
are ahfolute ftrangers at home ; and many of them when they return are only loaded 
with fupei ficial knowledge, as the bare names of famous libraries, ftately edifices, fine 
ftatues, curious paintings, late falhions, new dilhes, new tunes, new dances, painted 
beauties, and the like. 

'file places here mentioned afford no fuch entertainment ; the inhabitants in general 
prefer conveniency to ornament both in their houfes and apparel, and they rather fatisfy 
than opprefs nature in their way of eating and drinking ; and not a few aipong them 
have a natural beauty, which excels any that has been drawn by the fineft Apelles. 

'I'he land and the fea that encompaffes it produce many things ufeful and curious in 
their kind, feveral of which have not hitherto been mentioned by the learned. This 
may afford the theorift fubjofk of contemplation, fince every plant of the field, every fibre 
of each plant, and the leall particle of the fmalleft infefl, carries ypth it the imprefs of 
its Maker ; and, if rightly confldered, may read us lefturesof divinity and morals. 

The inhabitants of thofe iflands do for the moft part labour under the want of know- 
ledge of letters, and other ufeful arts and fciences ; notvvithftanding which defedl, they 
feera to be better verfed in the book of nature than many that have greater op- 
portunities of improvement. This will appear plain and evident to the judicious reader, 
upon a view of the fuccefsful praflice of the iflandersin the prefervsition of their health, 
above what the generality of mankind enjoys : and this is performed merely by tem- 
perance and the prudent ufe of flmples •, which, as we are allured by repeated experi- 
ments, fail not to remove tfie moft Itubborn diftempers, where the heft prepared medi- 
cines have fn quently no fuccefs. This I relate not only from the authority of many of 
the inhabitants, who are perfons of great integrity, but likewife from my own particular 
obfcTvation. And thus with Celfus, they flrft make experiments, and afterwards pro- 
ceed to reafon upon the cffefls. 

Human induftry has of late advanced ufeful and experimental'philofophy Very much ; 
women and illiterate perfons have in fotne meafure contributed to if, by (he difeovery 
of fome ufeful cures. The field of ’nature is large, and much of it w^its ftill to be 
cultivated by.an ingenious and difereet application f and the curious, by their obferva- 
tions, might daily make further advances in the hiftory of nature. 

Self-prefervation is natural to every living creature : and thus we fee the feveral ani- 
mals of the fea :uid the land fo careful of themfelves, as tp ubfcTve nicely what is agree- 
able, and what is hurtful to them y and' accordingly they chufe the one, and reje^ the 
other. 


The 
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The hufhandman and the fiflier could expeft but little fuccefs without obfervation in 
their feveral employments ; and it is by obfervation that the phyndan cotnmouly judges 
of the condition of his patient. A roan of obfervation proves often a phyfician to him- 
felf } for it was by this that our anceilors prerer.'.ed their health till a good old age, and 
that mankin d laid up that (lock of natural knowledge of which they are now poflefl'ed. 

The wife Solomon did not think it beneath him to write of the meaneft plants as well 
as of the tailed cedar. Hippocrates was at the pains and charge to travel foreign 
countries, with a delign to learn the virtues of plants, roots, &c. I have in my little 
travels endeavoured, among other things, in forae nieafure to imitate fo great a pattern : 
and if I had been fo happy as to oblige the republic of learning with any thing that is 
ufeful, I have my defign. I hold it enough for me to fumilh my obfervations, without 
accounting for the reafon and way that thofe fimples produce them : this 1 leave to the 
learned in that faculty ; and if they would oblige the world with fuch theorems from 
thefe and the like' experiments, as might ferve for rules upon occafions of itiis nature, 
it would be of great advantage to the pidilic. 

As for the improvement of the ifles in general, it depends upon the government of 
Scotland, to ^ve encouragement for it to fuch public-lpiKted perfons or focieties as are 
willing to lay out their endeavours that way-: and how large a field they have to work 
upon will appear by taking a furvey of each, and of the method of improvement that I 
'have hereunto fubjoined. 

There is fuch an account given here of the fecond fight, as the nature of the thing 
will bear. This has always been reckoned fufficient amon^ the unhialTed part of man- 
kind ; but for thofe that will not be fatisfied, they ought to oblige us with a new fchenie, 
hy which we may judge of matters of fa£l. 

There are feveral inftanccs of heathenifm and pagan fuperftition among the inhabi- 
tants of the iflands related here } but I would not have the reader to think thofe prac- 
tices are chargeable upon the generality of the prefent inhabitants, lince only a few of 
the olded and mod ignorant of the vulgar are guilty of them. '1 hefe pradices are only 
lo be found where the reformed religion has not prevailed ; for it is to the progrefs of 
that alone that the bauilhment of evil fpirits, as well as of evil cudoii’s, is owing, when 
all other methods proved inefi'e&ual. Andf for the iflanders in general, I may truly fay, 
that in religion and virtue they excel many thoufaods of others, who havp greater advan- 
tages of daily improvement. 


A DESCRIPTION, &c. 

T he ifiand of Lewis is fo called from Leog, which in the Irilh language fignidcs water, 
lying on the furface of the- ground ; which is very proper to this ifland, becaufe of 
the great number of fr^fli-water lakes that abounc] in it. The iile of Lewis Is by all 
dratigcrsand feafaring men accounted the outmod traft of illands lying to the north- wed: 
of Scotland. It is divided by feveral narrow channels, and didinguilhed by fevtraJ pro- 
pi ictors as well as by feveral namei) : by the iflanders it is commonly called the Long 
Ifland, being from fouth to north one hundred miles in length, and froni call to weft 
from three to fourteen in breadth. It Ik's in the Ihire of Rolb, and made part of the 
diocel’e of the ifl^-s. ,4 

The ifle of Lev.'?, properly and ftriflly fo called, is thirty-fix inileS in length, viz. 
from the north point of Bowiiitg-head to the fouth point of. Huflinefs in Harries ; and' 

in 
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in feme places it is ton, and in others twelve miles in breadth. 'I'lie air is temperately 
cold and moill, and for a correftive the natives ufe a dole of trcflarig, or ufquebaiigh. 
This illand is for the mod part healthy, efpecially in the middle from fouth to north. 
It is arable on the weft fidr for about fixtecn miles on the coaft ; it is like Atfe plain and 
arable in feveral places on the eaft. The foil is generally fandy, exci-pting the heaths, 
which in fome places are black, and in others a fine red clay, as appears by the many 
veflels made of it by their women ; fome for boiling ,meat, and others for preferring 
their ale, for which they are much better than barrels of wood. 

'J his ifland was reputed very fruitful in com, until the late years of fcarcity and bail 
feafons. The corn fown here is barley, oats, and rye j and they have alfo flax and 
hemp. The beft increafe is commonly from the ground manured with fca-ware t they 
fatten it alfo with foot j but it is obferved that the bread made of corn growing in the 
ground fo fattened, occafions the jaundice to thofe that cat it. They obferve likewife 
that corn produced in ground which was never tilled before, occafions feveral diforders 
in thofe who eat the bread, or drink the ale ipade of that com ; fuch as the head-ach 
and vomiting. 

The natives are very induftrious, and undergo a great fatigue by digging the ground 
with fpades, and in moft places they turn the ground fo digged upfide down, and cover it 
with fea-warc ; and in this manner there are about five hundred people employed daily 
for fome months. This wav of labouring is by them called T/w/y, and certainly pro- 
duces a greater increafe than digging or plowing otherwife. They hkve little harrows 
with wooden teeth in the firft and fecond rows, which break the ground ; and in the 
third row they have rough heath, which fmooths it. This light harrow is drawn by a 
man having a ftrong rope of horfe-hair acrofs his breaft. 

Their plenty of com was fuch, as difpofed the natives to brew feveral forts of liquor, 
as common ufquebaugh, another called treftarig, idejl^ aqua-vitae, three times diftilled, 
which is ftrong and hot ; a third fort is four tiine.s diftill^, and this by the natives is 
called ufquebaugh-baul, id rji^ ufquebaugh, which at firlt tafte affe&s all the members 
of the body : two fpoonfuls of thus laft liquor is a fuflicient dofe ; and if any man ex- 
ceed this, it would prefently ftop his breath, and endanger his life. The treftarig and 
ufquebaugh-baul arc both made of oats. 

There are leveral convenient bays and harbours in this ifland. Loch-Grace and Loch- 
tua, lying north-weft, are not to be reckoned fuch, though veflels arc forced in there 
fometimes by ftorm. Loeb-Stornvay lies on the eaft fide in the middle of the ifland, 
and is eighteen miles directly fouth from the northeramoift point of the fame : it is a 
harbour well known Iw feamen* There are feveral places for anchorage about half a 
league on the fouth or this coaft. About feven miles fouthward there is a good har- 
bour, called the Birkin Ifles : within the bay called Loch-Coimkill, three miles further 
fouth, lies Loch-Erifort, which hath an anchorin^-pIace on the fouth and north : about 
five miles fouth lies Loch fea-fort, having twoyifible rocks in the entry } the beft har- 
bour is on the fouth fide. 

About twenty- four miles fouth-weft lies Loch-Cartvay, a v^ry capaciotil;, though un- 
known harbour, being never freqyented by any veflels \ though the natives aflure me 
that it is in all refpedts a convenient harbour for ihips of the firft rate. The beft^en- 
trance looks north and north-weft, but there is another from the weft. On the fouth 
fide of the ifland Bern-Ta there are fniall iflands without*the entrance, which contribute 
much to the fecurity of the harbour, by breaking the winds and feas that come from 
the great 't>ceafi. Four miles to the jbuth on this coaft is Loch-K^gue, which runs in 
among the mountains. ,A11 the coafts and bays above-mentioned do in fair weather 
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abound with cod, Ung, herring, and all other forts of fifhcs taken in the weftem 
iflands. 

Cod and ling are of a very large fize, and very plentiful near Loch-Carlvay ; but the 
whales very much interrupt tlie Afliing in this place. There is one fort of whale re- 
markable for its greatnefs, which the.ii(hermen diftinguifh from all others by the name 
of the Gallan-whale, becaufe they never fee it but at the promontory of that nai^c. I 
was told by the natives, that about fifteen years ago this great whale overturned a 
fifher’s boat, and devoured three of the crew; the fourth man was faved by another 
boat wliicli happened to be near, and faw this accident. There are many whales, of 
tlifl'ereiit tizes, that frequent the herring-bays on the eaft fide ; the natives employ many 
boats together in purfuit of the whales, chacing them up into the bays till they wound 
one of them mortally, and then it runs afiiore ; and they fay that all the red commonly 
follow the track, of its blood, and run themfelves alfo on Ihore in like manner, by which 
means many of them are killed. About five years ago there were fifty young whales 
killed in this manner, and mofl: of them, eaten by the common people, who by experi- 
ence lind them to be very nourifliing food. This I have been allured of by fcveral per- 
fons, but particularly by fome poor meagre people, who became plump and lully by 
this food ill the fpaco of a week : they call it fea-pork, for fo it fignifies in their lan- 
guage. The bigger whales are more purgative than thefe leffer ones, but the latter are 
better for nourilhment. 

The bays afford plenty of fhell-filh, as clams, oyders, cockles, mufcles, limpets, wilks, 
fpout-filh ; of which lad there is fuch a prodigious quantity cad up out of the land of 
Loch-tua, that their noifome finell infers the air, and makes it very unhealthful to the 
ifihabitants, who are not able to confume them, by eating or fattening their ground with 
them ; and this they fay happens mod commonly once in feven years. 

The bays and coads of this ifland afford great quantity of fmall coral, not exceeding 
fix inches in length, and about the bignefs of a goofe’s quill. This abounds mod in 
Loch-fea-fort, and there is coraline likewife on this coad. 

There arc a great many frelh-water lakes in this ifland, which abound with trouts 
and eels. The common bait ufed for catching them is. earthworms, but a handful of 
parboiled mufcles thrown into the water attracts the trouts and eels to the place : the 
lilted time for catching them is when the wind blows from the fouih-wed. There an* 
feveral rivers on each fide this ifland which afford falmons, as alfo black mufcles, in 
which many times pearl is found. 

The natives in the village Barvas retain an ancient ciidom of fending a man very early 
to crofs Barvas river every fird day of May, to prevent any females eroding it firit ; 
for that they fay would hinder the falmon from coming into the river all the year round ; 
they pretend to have learned this from a foreign Tailor, who was Ihipwreckcd upon that 
coalt a long time ago. This obfervation they maintain to be true from experience. 

There arc feveral fprings and fountains of curious effefts ; fuch as that of Loch- 
Carlvay, that never whitens linen, which hath often been tried by the inhabitants. The 
well at St. Cfowden’s church never boils any kind ol meat, though it be kept on fire a 
whole day. St. Andrew's well, in the village Shadar, is by the vulgar native.s made a 
teA fo know ifi a fick perfon will die of the didemper he labours under. They fend 
one with a wooden dilh to bring fome of the water to the patient, and if the dilh which 
is then laid foftly upon the fufface of the water turn round fun-ways, they conclude that 
the patient will recover of that didemper j but if otherwife, that he will die. 

There arc many caves upon the coad of this ifland, in which great numbers of otters 
and feals do lie j there be alfo many land and fea-fowls that build and batch in them. 
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The cave in Loch-Grace hath feveral pieces of a hard fubflance in the bottom, which 
diftil from the top of it. There are feveral natural and artificial forts in the coafl: of 
this ifland, which are called Dun, from the Irifh word daint which fignifics a fort. The 
natural forts here are Dun owle, Dun-coradil, Dun-eiften. 

I he caftle at Stomvay village was deftroyed by the Englifli garrifon kept there by 
Oliver Cromwell. Some few miles to the north of Brago there is a fort compofed of 
large ftones ; it is of a round form, made taperwife towards the top, and is three ftories 
high : the wall is double, and hath feveral doors and ftairs, fo that one may go round 
within the wall. 'There are feme cairns or heaps of flones gathered together on heaths, 
and fome of them at a great difiance from any ground that affords fiones ; fuch as 
Cairnwarp near Mournagh-hill, &c. Thefe artificial forts are likewife buitt upon 
heaths at a confiderable difiance alfo from ftony ground. The thruihel ftone in the 
parilh of Barvas is above twenty feet high, and almofl as much in breadth. There are 
three ere£led fiones upon the north fide of Loch-Carlvay, about twelve feet high each. 
Several other fiones are to be feen here in renfote places, ancf fome of them fianding on 
one end. Some of the ignorant vulgar fay, they were men by inebantment turned into 
fiones ; and others fay they are monuments of perfons of note killed in battle. 

The mofi remarkable ftones for number, bignefs and order, that fell under my ob- 
fervation, were at the village of Claflemifs •, where there are thirty-nine ftones fet up 
fix or feven feet hight, and two feet in breadth each.: they are placed in form of an 
avenue, the breadth of which is eight feet, and the diftance between each ftone fix ; and 
there is a ftone fet up in the entrance of this avenue : at the fouth end there is joined 
to this range of ftone a circle of twelve ftones of equal diftance and height with the 
other thirty-nine. There is one fet up in the centre of this circle, which is thirteen 
feet high, and fiiaped like the rudder of a ihip : without this circle there are four ftones 
fianding to the weft, at the fame diftance with the ftones in the circle ; and there are 
four ftones fet up in the fame manner at the fouth and eaft fidps. 1 enquired of the 
inhabitants what tradition they had from their anceftors concerning thefe ftones j and 
they told me, it was a place appointed for worlhip in the time of heathenifm, and that 
the chief druid or prieft ftood near the big ftone in the centre, from whence he addrefled 
himfelf to the people that furrounded him. 

Upon the fame coaft alfo there is a circle of high ftones ftanding on one end, about 
a quarter of a mile’s diftance from thofe above mentioned. 

The (hore in Egginefs abounds with many little finooth ftones prettily variegated with 
all forts of colours ; they are of a round form, which is probably occafioned by the 
toiling of the fca, which in thofe parts is very violent* 

The cattle produced here are cows,>ihorfes, flieep, goats, hogs. Thefe cows are 
little, but very fruitful, and their beef very fw^eet and tender. The horfes are confide- 
rably lefs here than on the oppofite continent, yet they plow and harrow as well as 
bigger horfes, though in the fpring-time they have nothing to feed upon but fea-ware. 
There are abundance of, deer in £e chace of Ofervaul, which is fifteen miles in corn- 
pafs, confiding in mountains, and vallies between them : this affords good pafturagc 
for the deer, black cattle, and Ihee^. This foreft, for fo they call it, is furrounded with 
the fea, except about one mile on the weft fide f the deer are forced to feed 6n fea- 
ware, when the fnow and froft continue long, having nq wood to ihclter in, and fo are 
expofed to the rigour of the feafoiu 

* Calernilh, on the weft fide, as the Edito? leamt by a letter from the noble aM intcUigeot propiietor, 
the harl of Seaforth. 

VOL. UX« 


• 4 « 


I faw 



martin’s description of the 


578 

I faw big roots of trees at the head of Loch-Erifport, and there is about a hundred 
young birch and hazle trees on the fouih-weft fide of Loch-Stornvay j but there is no 
more wood in the ifland. There is great variety of land and fea- fowls to be feen in this 
and the leffer adjacent iflands. 

The amphibia here are feals and otters ; the former are eaten by the vulgar, who • 
find them to be as nourifliing as beef and mutton. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are well proportioned, free from any bodily imperfec- 
tions, and of a good flature : the eolour of their hair is commonly a light brown or red, 
but few of them are black. They are a healthful and ftrong-bodied people, feveral ar- 
rive to a great age : Mr. Daniel Morifon, late minifter of Barvas, one of my acquaint- 
ance, died lately in his eighty-fixth year. 

They are generally of a fanguine conftitution : this place hath not been troubled with 
epidemical difeafes, except the ftnall-pox, which comes but feldom, and then it fweeps 
away many young people. The chin-cough afflifts children too : the fever, diarrhea, 
d^fcntcria, and the falling down of the- uvula, fevers, jaundice, and flitches, and the or- 
dinary coughs proceeding from cold, arc the difeafes moft prevalent here. The com- 
mon cure ufed for removing fevers and pleurifies is to let blood plentifully. For curing 
the diarrhea and dyfenteria, they take fmall quantities of the kernel of the black Molocca 
beans, called by them crofpunk ; and this being ground into powder, and drunk in 
boiled milk, is by daily experience found to be very efl'edual. They likewife ufe a little 
dofe of treftarig water with good fuccefs. When the cough affefts them, they drink 
brochan plentifully, which is oat-meal and water boiled together j to which they fomc- 
times add butter. This drink, ufed at going to bed, difpofeth one to fleep and fwcat, 
and is very diuretic, if it hath no fait in it. They ufe alfo the roots of nettles, and the 
the roots of reeds boiled in water, and add yeaft to it, which provokes it to ferment ^ 
and this they find alfo beneficial for the cough. When the uvula falls down, they or- 
dinarily cut it, in thi^ manner : they take a long quill, and putting a horfe-hair double 
into it, make a noofe at the end of the quill, and putting it about the lower end of the 
uvula, they cut off from the uvula all that is below the hair with a pair of feiflars, and 
then the patient fwallows a little bread and cheefe, which cures him. This operation is 
not attended with the leaft inconvenience, and cures the diftemper fo that it never re- 
turns'. They cure green wounds with ointment made of golden-rod, all-heal, and 
frefli butter. The jaundice they cure two ways : the firft is by laying the patient on 
his face, and pretending to look upon his back-bones, they prefently pour a pail-full 
of cold water on bis bare back, and this proves fuccefsful. yhe fecond cure they per- 
form by taking the tongs and making them red-hot in the fire ; then pulling oflP the 
cloaths from the patient’s back, he wlm holds the tongs gently touches the patient on 
the vertebrae upwards of the back, which makes him furioufly run out of doors, flill 
fuppofing the hot iron is on his back, till the pain be abated, which happens very ipeedily, 
and the patient recovers (boa after. Donald-Chuan, in a village near Bragir, in the 
parilh of Barvas, had by uccident cut his toe at theciiange of. the moon, and it bleeds a 
frelh drop at every change of the moon ever fince. 

Anna, dau^Jiter to George^ in the village of hfelboft, in the parilh of Ey, having 
be’en \vith child, and the ordinary thne of her delivery l^ng expired, the child made 
its palTage by the fundament for fome years, coming away bone after bone. She lived 
feveral years after this, but never had any more children. Some ofthe natives, both of 
the ifland of Lewis and Harries, who converfed^with her at the time tKhen this extra- 
imtinary thing haj^ned, gave me this account.' 
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The natives are generally ingenious and quick of apprehcnfion ; they have a mecha- 
nical genius, and fevoral of both fexes have a gift of poefy, and are able to form a fatire 
or panegyric extempore, without the aflidancc of any ftronger liquor than water to raife 
their fancy. They are great lovers of mufic ; and when 1 was there they gave an ac- 
count of eighteen men t\ho could play on the violin pretty well, without being taught. 
They are ftill very hofpitablc, but the late years of fcarcity brought them very low, and 
many of the poor people have died by famine. The inhabitants are very dextrous in 
the exercifes of fwimming, archery, vaulting, or leaping, and are very flout and able La- 
men ; they will tug at the oar all day long upon bread and water, and a fnufh of 
tobacco. 


Of the inferior adjacent JJlands. 

WITHOUT the mouth of Loch-Carlvay lies the fmall ifland Carve ; it is a high 
rock, about half a mile in compafs, and fit only for paflurage. Not far from this lies 
the ifland of Bcrinfay, which is a quarter of a*mile in compafs, naturally a ftrong fort, 
and formerly ufed as fuch, being almofl inacceffible. 

I'he ifland Fladda, which is of fmall compafs, lies between Berinfay and the main 
land. Within thefe lies the ifland called Bernera Minor, two miles in length, and 
fruitful in corn and grafs. Within this ifland, in the middle of Loch-Carlvay, lies the 
ifland of Bernera Major, being four miles in length, and as much in breadth ; it is fruit- 
ful alfo in corn and grafs, and hath four villages. Alexander Mac-Lenan, who lives in 
Bernera Major, told me, that Tome years ago a very extraordinary ebb happened there, 
exceeding any that had been feen before or fince j it happened about the vernal equinox, 
the fea retired fo far as to difeover a ftone-wall, the length of it being about forty yards, 
and in fome parts about five, fix, or feven feet high, they fuppofe much more of it to 
be under water : it lies oppofite to the weft-fide of Lewis, to which it adjoins. He Lys 
that it is regularly built, and without any doubt the effeft of human induftry. Tha na- 
tives had no tradition about this piece of work, fo that I can fofm no other conjeuure 
about it, but that it has probably been erected for a defence againfl the fea, or for the 
the ufc of fifhermen, but came in time to be overflowed. Near to both Berneras lie the 
fmall iflands of Kaiallfay, Cavay, Carvay, and Grenim. 

Near to the norih-weft promontory of Carlvay Bay, called Galen-head, are the little 
iflands of Pabbay, Shirem, Vaxay, Wuya, the Great and LelTer. To the north- weft of 
Gallen-head, and within fix leagues of it, lie the Flannan-Iflands, which the Teamen call 
North-hunters ; they are but fmall iflands, and fix in number, and maintain about 
feventy iheep yearly, liihe inhabitants of the adjacent lands of the Lewis, having a 
right to thefe iflands, vifit them once every fummer, and there make a great purchafe of 
fowls, eggs, down, feathers, and quills. When they go to fea, they have their boat 
well manned, and make towards the iflands with an eaft-wind ; but if before or at the 
landing the wind turn wefterly, they hoift up fail, and fteer diredly home again. If 
any of their crew is a novice, an^ not verfed in the cuftomj of the pla^e, he muft be 
inftrufled perfedlly in all the pun£lilfos obferved here before landing ; and to prevent 
inconveniencies that they think vcivf enfue upon the tranfgreflion of the leaft nicety ob- 
ferved here, every novice is always joined with aT\pther, that can inftrud him all thedme 
of their fowling : fo all the boat’s (;rew are match’ 4 ‘ in this manner. After their land- 
ing, they fallen their boat to the Tides of a rock, and theft fix a wooden ladder, by laying 
a none at the foot of it, to prevent its falling into the fea } and when they are got up 
into the ifland; all of them uncover ttheir heads, and make a turn fun-ways round, 
thanking God for thdr lafety. The firft injunction given after landing, is not to cjife 
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Nature in that place where th$ boat lies, for that they reckon a crime of the higheft na- 
ture, and of dangerous confequence to all their crew ; for they have a great regard to 
tliat very piece of the rock upon which they firft fet their feet, after efcaping the danger 
of the ocean. 

The bigefl of thefe iflands is called Illand-More ; it has the ruins of a chapel dedicated 
• to St. Fiannan, from whom the ifland derives its name. When they arc come within 
about t« enty paces of the altar, they all ftrip thetnfelves of their upper garments at once j 
and their upper clothes being laid upon a (lone, which (lands there on purpofe for that 
ufe, all the crew pray three times before they begin fowling : the firll day they fay the 
firft prayer, advancing towards the chapel upon their knees ; the fecond prayer is faid 
as they go round the chapel ; the third is faid hard by or at the chapel : and this is 
their morning fervice. Their vefpers are performed with the like number of prayers. 
Another rule is, that it is abfolutely unlawful to kill a fowl with a (lone, for that they 
reckon a great barbarity, and direftly contrary to ancient cuftom. 

It is allb unlawful to kill a fowl before they afeend by the ladder. It is abfolutely 
unlawful to call the ifland of St. Kilda (which lies thirty leagues fouthward) by its proper 
Irifli name Hirt, but only the high country. They mud not fo much as once name the 
iflands in which they are fowling, by the ordinary name Fiannan^ but only the country. 
There are feveral other things that mu ft not be called by their common names : e. g. 

which in the language of the natives figniftes water, they call burn : a rock, which 
in their language is creg^ muft here be called crue^^ i. e. hard : (hore in their language 
exprelTed by claddaeh, muft here be called vaby i. e. a cave : four in their language is 
exprelTed gor/, but muft here be called gairct i. e. (harp : (lippery, which is expreffed, 
iog, muft be called foft : and feveral other things to this purpofe. They account it allb 
unlawful to kill a fowl after evening-pr^ers. There is an ancient cuftom, by which the 
crew is obliged not to carry home any (neep-fuct, let them kill ever fo many (heep in thefe 
iflands. One of their principal cultoms is not to (leal or eat any thing unknown to 
their partner, elfe the’tranfgreflbr (they fay) will certainly vomit it up } which they 
reckon as a juft judgment. When they have loaded their boat fulKciently with (heep, 
fowls, eggs, down, ft(h, &c. they make the bed of their way homeward. It is obferved 
of the (heep of thefe iflands, that they are exceeding fat, and have long horns. 

I had this fuperftitious account not only from feveral of the natives of the Lewis, but 
likewife from two who had been in the Fiannan iflands the preceding year. I a(ked one 
of them if he prayed at home as often and as fervently as he did when in the Fiannan 
iflands, and he plainly confeflfed to me th^t he did not : adding further, that thefe re- 
mote iflands were places of inherent fandity ; and that there'Was none ever yet landed 
in them but found himfelf more difpofed to devotion there, than anywhere elfe. The 
ifland of Pigmies, or as the natives call it, the ifland of Little Mentis but offmall extent. 
There has been many fmall bones dug out of the ground here, refembling thofe of hu- 
man kind more than any other. This gave ground to a tradition which the natives have 
of a very lom ftatured people living once here, called Luibirdan, i. e. Pigmies. 

The ifland Kona is reckoned about twenty leagues from the north-eaft point of Nefs 
in Lewis, and counted but a mile in length, and about half a mile in breadth : it hath a 
hill in the wclF part, and is only vifihle from the Lewis in a fair fummers* d^y. I had an 
account of this little ifland, and ;the cuftom of i% from feveral natives of Lewis, who 
had been upon the place ; but more particularly from Mr. Daniel Morifon, Miniller of 
Barvas, after his return from Rona ifland, which then belonged to him, as part of hi& 
glebe. Upon my^ landing (fays he) the natives veceived me very a(fe£lft>nately, and ad- 
drdflfed me with their ufualfalutation to a ftranger : « God* fave you, pilgrim, you are 
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heartily welcome here } for we have had repeated apparitions of your perfon among us, 
(after the manner of the fecond fight,) and we heartily congratulate your arrival in this 
our remote country.” One of the natives would needs exprefs his hi^h efteemfor my 
perfon, by making a turn round about me fun-ways, and at tlie fame time bleffing me, 
and wifiting me all happinefs ; but I bid him let alone that piece of homage, telling him 
1 was fcnfible of his good meaning towards me : but this poor man was not a little difap- 
pointed, as weri‘ alfo his neighbours ; for they doubted not but this ancient ceremotiy 
would have been very acceptable to me : and one of them told me, that this was a thing 
due to my charadcr from them, as to their chi f and patron, and they could not nor 
would not fail to perform it. They conducted me to the little village where they dwell, 
and in the way thither there were three inclofures ; and as 1 entered each of thefe, the in- 
habitants feverally faluted me, taking me by the hand, and faying, “ Traveller, you are 
welcome here.” They went along with me to the houfe that they had affigned for my 
lodging ; where there was a bundle of draw lain on the floor, for a feat for mo to fit 
upon. After a little time was fpent in general difeourfe, the inhabitants retired to their 
refpe£live dwelling-houfes, and in this interval, they killed each man a flieep, being in 
all five, anfwerable ta the number of their families. The fkins of the fliecp were entire, 
and flayed oflT fo from the neck to the tail, that tht'y were in form like a fack. Thefe 
fkins being flayed off after this manner, were by the inhabitants inftantly filled with bar- 
ley-meal *, and this they gave me by way of a prefent : one of their number aded as 
fpcaker for the reft, faying, “ Traveller, we are very fenfible of the favour you have 
done us in coming fo far with a dcfign to inilrud us in our way to happinefs, and at the 
fame time to venture your felf on the great ocean ; pray be pleafed to accept of this 
finall prefent, wliich we humbly offer as an exprvflion of our fnicere love to you.” 
This I accepted, though in a very coarfe drefs } ' but it was given with fuch an air of 
hofpitality and good-will, as deferved thanks. They prefented my man alfo with fome 
pecks of meal, as being likewifMjf^ traveller ; the boat’s-crevv, having been in Rona be- 
fore, were not reckoned ftran^s, and therefore was no prefenugiven them, but their 
daily maintenance. 

There is a chapel here dedicated to St. Ronan, fenced with a ftone wall round it ; 
and they take care to keep it neat and clean, and fweep it every day. There is an altar 
in it, on which there lies a big plank of wood about ten feet in length ; every foot has 
a hole in it, and in every hole a ftone, to which the natives aferibe fcveral virtues : one 
of them is fingular, as they fay, for promoting fpeedy delivery to a woman in travail. 

They repeat the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments in the chapel every 
Sunday morning. They have cows, flieep, barley and oats, and live a hanniefs life, be- 
ing perfeftly ignorant of moft of thofe vices that abound in the world. They know no- 
thing of money or gold, having no occafion for either ; they neither fell nor buy, but 
only barter for fuch little things as they want ; they covet no wealth, being fully content 
and fatisfyed with food and raiment ; though at the fame time they arc very precife in 
the matter of property among themfelves ; for none of them will by any means allow 
his neighbour to fiih within his property ; and every one mhft exaftly obferve not to 
make any incroachment on his neighbour. They have an agreeable and hofpitable 
temper for all ftrangers : they concern not themfelves about the reft of mankind, jex- 
cept the inhabitants in the north part of Lewis. *rhey take their firname from the co- 
lour of the iky, rain bow, and clouds. There are only five families in this fmall ifland, 
and every tenant hath his dwelling-houfe, a barn, a houfe where their beft eftedls are pre- 
ferved, a houfe for their cattle, and 9 porch on each fide of the door to keep off the 
rain or ihow. Their hoi^cs are built with ftone, and thatched with draw, which is kept 
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down with ropes of the fame, poifed with ftoncs. They wear the fame habit with 
thofe in Lewis, and fjjeak only Irifli. When any of them come to the Lewis, ^hich is 
feldom, they are aftonilhed to fee fo many people. They much admire greyhounds, and 
love to have them in their company. They are mightily pleafed at the light of horfes ; 
and one of them obferving a horfe to neigh, alked if that horfe laughed at him. A boy 
from Rona perceiving a colt run towards him, was fo much frighted at it, that he 
jumped into a bufli of nettles, where his whole fkin became full of blifters. 

Another of the natives of Rona having had the opportunity of travelling as far as 
Coul, in the Ihiro of Rofs, which is the feat- of Sir Alexander Mac-keniio, every thing 
he faw there was furprizing to him ; and when he heard the noife of thofe w Iio walked 
in the rooms above him, he prcfcntly fell to the ground, thinking thereby to fave his 
life, for he fuppofed that the houfe was coming down over his head. When Mr. Mori- 
fon the minilltr was in Rona, two of the natives courted a maid with intention to marry 
her ; and being married to one of them afterwards, the other was not a little dilappoint- 
ed, becaufe there was no other match for him in this illand. The wind blowing fair, 
'Mr. Morifon failed diredlly for Lewis ; but after three hours failing was forced back to 
Rona by a contrary wind : and at his landing, the poor man that had loll his fweet- 
he.nrt was overjoyed, and exprefled himfelf in thefe words ; “ I blefs God and Ronan 
that you are returned again, for I hope you will now make me happy, and give me a 
'right to enjoy the woman every other year by turns, that fo we both may have iffue by 
her. Mr. Morifon could not refrain from finiling at this unexpetked requeft, chid the 
poor man for his.uureafonable demand, and delired him to have patience for a year 
longer, and he would fend him a wife from Lewis ; but this did not eafe the poor man, 
\\ ho was tormented with the thoughts of dying without ill’ue. 

Another who wanted a wife, and having got a {lulling from a fcaman that happened 
to land there, went and gave this {hilling to Mr. Morifon, to purchale him a wife in tlie 
Lewis, and fend her to him, for he was told that this piece of money was a thing of ex- 
traordinary value ; aVid his dtfire was gratified the enfuing year. 

About fourteen years ago a fwarm of rats, but none knows how, came into Rona, 
and in a fliort time eat up all the corn in the ifland. In a few months after, fome fea- 
mcn landed there, who robbed the poor people oftheir bull. Thefe misfortunes, and 
the w ant of fupply from Lewis for the fpace of a year, occafioned the death of all that 
ancient race of people. The fteward of St. Kilda being by a ftorm driven in there, told 
me that he found a woman with her child at her breaft, both lying dead at the fide of a 
rock. Some years after, the miniller (to whom the illand belongeth) fent a new colony 
to this illand, with fuitable fupplies. The following year a boat was fent to them with 
fome more fupplies, and orders to receive the rents; but the boat being loft, as it is 
fuppr fed, I can give no further account of this late plantation. 

'i’lic inhabitants of this little ifland fay, that the cuckow is never feen or heard here, 
but after the death of the -Earl of Seaforth, or the minifter. 

The rockjSoulifker liqth four leagues to the eaft qf Rona 5 it is a quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and abounds with great numbers of fea-fowl,‘fuch as Solan geefe, guilla- 
mote, coulter-neb, puffin, and feveral other forts. « The fowl called the colk is found 
here: it is lel^ than a go6fe, all covered with down, and when it hatches it carts its 
•feathers, which are of divers colours ; it has a tuil't on its head refembling that of a pea- 
cock, and a train longer thah that of a houfe-cock, hut the hen has not fo much orna- 
ment and beauty. 

The ifland Siaut, or, as the natives call it, Ilkmd-More, lies to the eJft of Ufhinefs in 
^ewis, about a league. There arc three fmall iilands her/? j the two fouthern iflands- 
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are feparatcd only by fpring-tidos, and arc two tnilcs in circuinLrence. Ifland-More 
hath a chapel in it dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and is fruitful in cc,ni and grafs : the 
iHand Joining to it on the weft is only for pafturagc. I faw a couple of eagles hero : 
the natives told me, that thefe eagles would never fufler any of their kind to live thi;ro 
but thcmfelves, and that they drove away their young ones as foon as they were able to 
fly. And they told me likewife, that thofe eagles arc fo careful of the place of their 
abode, that they never yet killed any flieep or Iamb in the ifland, though the bones of 
lambs, of fawns, and w ild-fowls, are frequently found in and about their nefts j fo that 
they make their purchafe in the oppofite iflands, the neareft of wln'ch is a league diftant. 
This illand is very llrong and inacceflible, fave on one fide where the afeent is narrow, 
and fomewhat refembling a ftair, but a great deal more high and fteep ; notwithftandirg 
which, the cow's pafs and repafs by it fafely, though one would think it uneafy for a man 
to climb. About a mulket-fliot further north lies the biggeft of the iflands called 
More, being two miles in circumference : it is fruitful in corn and pafturage, the cows 
here are much fatter than any I faw in the illand of Lewis. There is a blue ftone on 
the furfacc of the ground here, moift while it lies there, but when dry, it becomes very 
hard ; it is capable of any impreflion, and I have feen a fet of table-men made of thi . 
ftone, prettily carved with different figures. There is a promontory in the north-end 
of the illand of Lewis, called Europy-Point, which is fuppofed to be the furtheft to 
north-weft of any part in Europe. 

Thefe iflands are divided into two pariflics, one called Barvas, and the other Ey or Y j 
both which are paribnages, and each of them having a ininiller. The names of the 
churches in Lev/is Ifles, and the Saints to whom they were dedicated, are St. Columkil. 
in the ifland of that name; St Pharaer inKaernefs, St. Lennaivin Stcrnvay, St. Collun> 
in Ey, St. Cutchou in Garboft, St. Aula in Creafe, St. Michael in Tollofta, St. Collurc 
in (iarieu, St. Ronan in Eorobie, St. Thomas in flaboft, St. Peter in Shanabofl, Sr. 
Clement in Dell, Holy-Crofs Church in Galan, St. Brigit in Baroye, St. Peter in Shia- 
dir, St. Mary in Barvas, St. John Baptift in Bragar, St. Klaran in Liani Shadir, St. 
Michael in Kirvig, St. Macrel in Kirkiboft, St. Dondan in Little Berneray, St. Michael 
in the fame ifland, St. Peter in Pabbay ifland, St. Chriftopher’s chapel in Uge, and 
Stornvay church : all thefe churches and chapels were, before the reformation, fanc- 
tuarics ; and if a man had committed murder, he was then fecurc and fafe when once 
within their prccindls. 

They were in greater vefneration in thofe days than now : it was the conftSnt pra£bcc 
of the natives to kneel at fii;ft fight of the church, though at a great diftance from them, 
and then they faid their Pater-nofter. John Morifon of Bragir told me, that when he 
was a boy, and going to the church of St. Mulvay, he obferved the natives to kneel and 
and repeat the Pater-nofter at four miles diftance from the church. The inhabitants of 
this ifland had an ancient cuftom to facrifice to a fea-god, called Shony, at Hallow-tide, 
in the manner following : the inhabitants round the ifland came to the church of St. 
Mulvay, having each man Jiis provifion along with him ; every»family furnilhed a peck 
of malt, and this was brewed into ale : one of their number was picked out to wade 
into the Tea up to the middle, and carrying a cup of ale in his hand, Itandipg ftill in that 
pofture, cried out with a loud voice, faying, “ Shorty, \ give you this cup or ale, hopmg 
that you’ll be fo kind as to fend plenty of fea-ware, for inxiching our ground the enfu- 
ing year and fo thn w the cup of ale into the fea. This was performed in the night 
time. At his return to land, they all went to church, where there was a candle burning 
upon the altar : attd then ftanding filciu for a little time, one of thein gave a fignal, at 
which the candie was put oht, and immediately all of them went to the fields, where 
. 3 * they 
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they fell a drinking their ale, and fpent the remainder of the night in dancing and Ting- 
ing, &c. 

The next morning they all returned home, being well fatisfled that they had punc- 
tually obferved this folemn anniverfary, which they believed to be -a powerful means to 
procure a plentiful crop. Mr. Daniel and Mr. Kenneth Morifon,- minifters in Lewis, 
told me they fpent feveral years, before they could perfuade the vulgar natives to aban- 
don this ridiculous piece of fupernition ; which is quite aboliilied lor thefe thirty-two 
years pad’. 

The inhabitants are all protedants, except one family, who are Roman catholicks. 
I was told, that about fourteen years ago, three or four hlhermen, who then forfook 
the protedant communion, and imbraced the Romilh faith, having the opportunity of a 
Popilh pried on the place, they applied themfelves to him for fome of the holy water ; it 
being ufual for the prieds to fprinkle it into the bays, as an infallible means to procure 
plenty of herring, as alfo to bring them into thofe nets that are befprinkled with it. 
Thefe fifliers accordingly^' having got the water, poured it upon their nets before they 
droped them into the fea ; they likewife turned the inftde of their coats outwards, after 
which they fet their nets in the evening at the ufual hour. I'he protedant dfliers, who 
ufed no other means than throwing their nets into the fea, at the fame time were uncon- 
cerned ; but the Papids being impatient and of expeflation, got next morning betimes 
to draw their nets, and being come to the place, they foon perceived that all their nets 
were lod ; but the protedants found their nets fafe, and full of herring : which was no 
fmall mortidcatioii to the pried and his profelites, and expofed them to the derifion of 
their neighbours. 

The pnitedant natives ohferve the fedivals of Chridmas, Good-Friday, Eader, and 
Michaelmas : upon this lad they have an anniverfary cavalcade, and then both fexes 
ride on horfe-back. 

There is a village,.called Stom^ay, at the head of the bay of that name ; it confids 
of about fixty fomilies : there are fome houfes of entertainment in it, as alfo a church, 
and a fchool, in which Latin and Engliih are taught.. The deward of the Lewis hath 
his refidcnce in this village. The Lewis, which was poiTelTed by Mack-leod of Lewis, 
for feveral centuries, is, fmee the reign of King James the fixth, become the property 
of the Earl of Seaforth, who dill enjoys it* 

The IJle of Harries. 

THE Harries being feparated from Lewis is eighteen miles, from the Hulhinefs on 
the wedern ocean to Loch-Seafort in the ead ; from this bounding to the point of 
Strond in the fouth of Harries, it is twenty-four miles ; and in fome places four, five, 
and fix miles in breadth. The foil is almod the fame with that of Lewis, and it pro- 
duces the fame forts of corn, but a greater increafe. 

The air is temperately cold, and the natives endeavour to qualify it by taking a dofe 
of Aquavitm, or Brandy : for they brew no fuch liquors as’Tredarig, or Ul'quebaugh- 
baul. I'he cadern coad of Harries is generally rbeky and mountainous, covered with 
with.grafs and heath, 'fhe wed fide is for the mod part arable on the fea-coad ; fome 
parts of the hills on the ead fide'are naked without earth. The foil being dry and Tandy, 
is fruitful when manured with fea-ware. Ihe grals on the wed fide is mod clover 
aad daiy, which in the fummer yields a mod fragrant’ fmell. Next jto Loch-Seafort, 
which for fome n«les divides the Lewis from Hetrries, is the notable harbour within the 
ifland, by fea-faring men called GUfe, and by the natives Sculpa ; it is 5^ mile and a half 
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long from fouth to north, and a mile in breadth. There is an entrance on the fouth 
and north ends of the ifle, and feveral good harboum in each, well known to the 
generality of feamen. Within the ifle is Loch-Tarbat, running four miles weft ; it hath 
icveral fmall ifles, and is fometimes frequented by herring. Without the Loch there 
is plenty of cod, ling, and large eels. . 

About half a league further on the fame coaft lies Loch^Stoknefs, which is about a 
mile in length ; there is a frefli-water lake at the entrance of the ifland, which affords 
oyfters, and feveral forts of iifh, the fea having accefs to it at fpring*tides. 

About a league and a half farther fouth, is Loch-Finilbay, an excellent though un> 
known harbour ; the land lies low, and hides it from the fight of the fea-fat'ng men, 
till they come very near the coaft. There are, befides this harbour, many creeks on 
this fide, for barks and leffer boats. 

Frefh- water lakes abound in this ifland, and are well ftored with trout, eels, and falmon. 
Each lake has a river running from it to the ijsa,- from whence the falmon comes about 
the beginning of May, and fooner if the feafon be warm. The beft time for angling 
for flilmon and' trout, is when a warm fouth*weft wind blows. They ufe earth-worms 
commonly for bait, but cockles attrad the falmon better than any otner. 

There is variety of excellent fprings ifluing from all the mountains of this ifland, but 
the wells on the plains near the fea are not good. There is one remarkable fountain 
lately difeovered near Marvag-houfes, on the eaftem coaft, and has a lar^e ftone by it, 
which is fufficient to direft a ftranger to it. The natives find by experience that it is 
very effiftual for reftoring loft appetite ; all that drink of it become very foon hungry, 
though they have eat plentifully but an hour before ; the truth of this \yas confirmed 
to me by thofe that were perfectly well, and alfo by thole tXat were infirm j for it had 
the fame effeiil on both. 

There is a well in the heath, a mile to the eaft from the village Borve } the natives 
fay that they find it efficacious againft cholics, ftitches, and gravel. 

There are feveral caves in the mountains, and on each fide the coaft ; the largcft 
and beft fortified by nature is that in the hill Ulweal, in the middle of a high rock ; 
the palfage leading to it is fo narrow, that one only can enter at a time. This advan* 
tage renders it fecure from any attempt ; for one Angle man is able to keep off a 
thoufand, if he have but a ftaff in his hand, fince with the lead touch of it he may 
throw the ftrongeft man down the rock. The cave is capacious enough for fifty men 
to lodge in : it hath two wells in it, one of which is excluded from dogs ; for they fay 
that if a dog do but tafte.of the water, the well prefently drieth up ; and for this reaj. 
fon, all fuch as have occafion to lodge there take care to tie their dogs, that they may 
not have accefs to the water. The other well is called the Dog's-well, and is only drunk 
by them. 

There are feveral ancient forts ereded here, which the natives fay were built by the 
Danes ; they are of a round form^ and have very thick walls, and a paffage in them 
by which one can go round the fort. Some of the ftones th^t compofe them are very 
large : thefe forts arc named after the villages in which they are built, as that in 
Borve is called Down-Borve, &c. They are buift at convenient diftanees on each fide 
the coaft, ahd there is a fort built in every one of the»leffer ifles. 

There are feveral ftones here erefted on one end, onft of which is in the village of 
Borve, about feven feet high. There is another ftone of the fame height to be fecn 
in the oppofitelfle of Faranfay. 'I’here are feveral heaps of ftonet^ commonly called 
karnes, on the tops of th^ hills and rifmg grounds on the coaft, upon which they 
ufed to burn>heath, as a fignal of an approaching enemy. There was always afenti- 
VOJU iiu 4 ^ 
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ncl at each karne to obferve the fca*coa(l } the fteward of the ifle made frequent rounds 
to take notice of the fentinels, and if he found any of them afleep» he dripped them of 
their clothes« and deferred their perfonal punilhments to the proprietor of the place. 
This ifle produceth tae fame kind of cattle, Iheep, and goats, that are in the Lewis. 
The natives gave me an account, that a couple of goats did grow wild on the hills, and 
after they had increafed, they were obferved to bring forth their young twice a yeari 

There are abundance of deer in the hills and mountains here, commonly called the 
Fored, which is eighteen miles in length from ead to wed ; the number of deer com* 
puted to be in this place is at lead two thoufand; and there is none permitted to hunt 
there without a licence from the deward to the foreder. There is a particular moun> 
tain, and above a mile of Ground furrounding it, to which no man hath accefs to hunt, 
this place being referved for Macleod himfelf \ who, when he is difpofed to hunt, is 
fure to find game enough there. 

Both hills and valleys in the fored are jvell provided with plenty of good grafs mixed 
with heath, which is all the Ihelter thefe deer have during the winter and fpring ; there 
is not a flirub of wood to be feen in all the fored ; and, when a dorm comes, the 
deer betake themfelves to the fea-coad, where they feed upon the alga marina, or fea- 
ware. 

The mertrick, a four-footed creature, about the fize of a big cat, is pretty numerous 
in this ifle ; they have a fine fldn, which is fmooth as any fur, and of a brown colour. 
They fay that the dung of this animal yields a feent like mulk. 

The amphibia here are otters and feals ; the latter are cat by the meaner fort of peo- 
ple, who fay they are very nourifhing. The natives take them with nets, whofe ends 
are tied by a rope to the dcong alga, or fea-ware, growing on the rocks. 

This ifland abounds with variety of land and fea-fowl, and particularly with very 
good hawks. 

There are eagles here of two forts j the one is of a large fize and grey colour, and 
thefe are very dedrudive to the fawns, Iheep, and lambs. 

The other is confiderably lefs, and black, and ihaped like a hawk, and more do 
dru5tive to the deer, &c. than the bigger fort. 

There are no venomous creatures of any kind here, except a little viper, which was 
not thought venomous till of .late, that a woman died of a wound fhe received from 
one of them. 

I have feen a great many rats in the village Rowdil, which became very troublefome 
to the natives, and dedroyed all their corn, milk, butter, cheefe, &c. They could 
not extirpate thefe vermin for fome time by all their endeavours. A confiderable 
number of cats was employed for this end, but were dill worded, and became per- 
feftly faint, becaufe overpowered by the rats, who were twenty to one. At length one 
of the natives, of more fagacity than his neighbours, found an expedient to renew his 
cat's drength and courage, which was by giving it warm milk after every encounter 
with the rats;' and the like being given to all the 'other cats after every battk, fuc- 
^ ceeded fo well, that they left not one rat alive, nq^withdanding the great number of 
them on the place. 

On the ead fide the village Rowdil, there is a circle of done, within eight yards of 
the ihore ; it is .about three iutlmm under water, and about two dories high ; it is in 
form ^reader above than below, like to the lower dory of a kiln : I faw it perfeftly on 
®ne lide, but the f^foa being then windy, hintlpred me from a full view of it. 'I’he 
• Natives lay that there is fuch another circle of lefs compals in the pool Borodil, on the 
other fide the bay. 


The, 
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The fliore on the weft coafl: 01 this ifland affords a variety of curious fiieTIs and walks; 
as TelUna and Turbines of various kinds ; thin Patella^ ftreaked blue, various coloured, 
Pe^cncs, feme blue, and foine of orange colours. 

The Os-Jtfie is found on the land in great quantities. The natives pulverize it, and 
take a dofe of it in boiled milk, which is found by experience to be an effedual remedy 
againft the diarrhea and dyfonteria. They rub this powder likewife, to take off the 
film on the eyes of fheep. 

There is variety of nuts, called Molluka beans, fomc of which are ufed as amulets 
againft witchcraft, or an evil eye, particularly the white one ; and, upon this account, they 
are wore about children’s necks, and if any evil eye is intended to them, they lay the 
nut changes into a black colour. That they did change colour, I found trre by my 
ow'n obfervation, b6t cannot be pofitive as to the caufe of it. 

Malcolm Campbell, fteward of Harries, told me, that foine weeks before my arrival 
there, all his cows gave blood inftead of milk for ftveral days together : one of the 
neighbours told his wife that this muft be witchcraft, and it would be eal^' to remo'^e 
it, if Ihe would but take the white nut, called the Virgin Mary's nut, and lay it hi the 
pall into which flie was to milk the cows. This advice flie prcfently follow’ed, and having 
milked one cow into the pail with the nut in it, the milk was all blood, and the nut 
changed its colour into dark brown ; fhe ul'ed the nut again, and all the cows gave pure 
good milk, which they aferibe to the virtue of the nut. This very nut Mr. Campbell 
prefented me with, and I keep it ftill by me. 

Some fmall quantity of ambergreafe hath been found on the coaft of the ifland Ber- 
nera. I was told that a w'eaver in this ifland h^d burnt a lump of it, to fliow him a 
light for the nioft part of the night, but the ftrong feent of it made his head ache ex- 
ceedingly, by which it was difeovered. n 

An ancient woman, about fixty years of age, here loft her hearing, and having no 
phyfleian to give her advice, flie would needs try an experiment hcrfelf, which was 
thus : fhe took a quill with which fhe ordinarily fnufhed her tobacco, and fdling it 
with the powder of tobacco, poured it into her car ; which had the defired elFeft, for 
fhe could hear perfectly well next day. Another neighbour about the fame age, having 
loft her hearing fome time after, recovered it by the fame experiment, as I was told by 
the natives. 

The fheep which feed here on fandy ground, become blind fometimes, and are cured 
by rubbing chalk in their eyes. 

A fervant of Sir Normond Macleod’s living in the ifland of Bernera, had a mare 
that brought forth a fotd with both the hinder feet cloven, which died about a year 
after : the natives concluded that it was a bad omen to the owner, and his death, wthich 
followed in a few years after, confirmed them in their opinion. 

The natives make ufe of the feeds of a white wild carrot, inftead of Imps, .for brew- 
ing their beer ; and they fay that it anfwers the end fufGciently well, and gives the drink 
a good rclifh befides. , 

John Campbell, forefter of Harries, makes ufe of this lingular remedy for a cold ; 
he walks into the lea up to the. tniildle with his clothes on, and immediately after 
goes to bed in his wet clothes, and then laying, the bcd-clothes over* him, procures a 
fweat, which removes the diftemper ; and this, he*told me, is his only remedy for all 
manner of colds. One of the faid John Campbell's fdrvants having his check fwellcd, 
and there being no phyfleian near, he afked his mafter’s advice ; he knew nothing 
proper for hhn, but however bid him apply a plaifter of warnv barley-dough to the 
place affe£led. This aiiijuaged the fwelling, and drew out of the flefli a little wornt, 
' . 4 F 2 about 
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about half an inch in lengthy and about the blgnefs of ^ gbofe>quill, having a pointed 
head, and many little feet on each fide : this worm they call mlw, and it hath been 
found in the head and neck of feveral perfons that I have feen ih the ifle of Skie. 

Allhm Latifoliuniy a kind of wild garlic, is much ufed by fome of the natives, as a 
remedy againit the (lone : they boil it in water, and drink the infufion, 'and it expels 
fand powerfully with great eafe. 

, The natives told me, that the rock on the eaft fide of Harries, in the found of ifland 
Olafs, hath a vacuity near the front, on the north-weft fide of the found ; in which 
they fay there is a (lone that they call the Lunar>fione, which advances and retires ac- 
cording to the increafe and decreafe of the Moon. 

A poor man bom in the village Rowdil, commonly called St. Clement’s-blind, loft 
his fight at every change of the moon, which obliged him to keep his bed for' a day or 
two, and then recovered his fight. 

yhe inferior iilands belonging to Harries are as follow : the illand Berncra is five 
miles in circumference, and lies about twe leagues to the fouth of Harries. The foihis 
fandy for the moft part, and yields a great produft of barley and rye in a plentiful year, 
efpccially if the ground be enriched by fea-ware, and that there be rain enough to 
fatisfy the dry foil. 1 had the opportunity to travel this ifland feveral times, and upon 
a drift inquiry 1 found the produft of barley to be Ibmetimes twenty-fold and upwards, 
and at that time all the eaft fide of the ifland produced thirty fold. This hath been 
confirmed to me by the natives, particularly by Sir Normond Macleod, who poffelTes 
the ifland ; he likewife confirmed to me the account given by all the natives of Harries 
and South- Vift, viz. that one barley-grain produces in fome places feven, ten, twelve, 
and fourteen ears of barley ; of which he himfelf being diffident for fome time, was at 
the pain»to fearch nicely Yhe root of one grain after fome weeks growth, and found 
that from this one grain many ears had been grown up. But this happens not, except 
when the feafbn is very favourable,- or in grounds that have not been cultivated fome 
years before ; which, if manured with fea-ware, feldom fail to produce an extraordinary 
crop. It is obferved in this ifland, as elfewhere, that when the ground is dug up with 
fpades, and the turfs turned upfide down, and covered with fea-ware, it yields a better 
produft than when it is ploughed. 

There is a frefti-water lake in this ifland, called I.och-Bruift, in which there- are 
fmall iflands abounding with land and fea-fowl, which build there in the fummer. 
There is likwife plenty of cels in this lake, which are eafieft caught in September ; 
and then the natives carry lights with them in the night-time to the rivulet running 
from the lake, in which the eels fall down to the fea in heaps together. 

This ifland in the fummer is covered all over with clover and daify, except in the 
corn-fields. There is to be feen about the houfes of Bemera, for the fpace of a mile, 
a foft fubftance, in (hew and colour exaftly refembling the fea-plant called flake, and 
grows very thick among the grafs; The natives fay, that it is. t-he produft of a dry hot 
foil ; it grows jikewife in t|ie tops of feveral hills in tl^e ifland of Harries. 

It is proper to add here an account of feveral flrange irre^larities in the tides, on: 
Bemera coafl, by Sir Robert Murray, mentioned in»the Phil. Tranfaftions. 

T«hc tides inefeafe and decreafe gradually, according to the moon’s age, fo as about 
the third day after the new and full moon, in the 'Weftern Ifles and Continent they are- 
commonly at the higheft, and about the quarter moons at the lowed : (the former called' 
ipring-tides, the other neap-tides.) The tides fixjm the quarter to the higheft fpring- 
tide increafe in a cevtain proportion, and from the fpring-tide to the quafter-tide in like 
proportion and the ebbs rife and &11 always after the fame manner. 
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It is fuppofed that the increafe of tWes is made in the proportion of fines : the firfl 
incroafe exceeds the loweft in a fmall proportion, the next in a greater, the third greater 
than that, and fo on to the iniddleniofi, whereof the excefs Ls gr'-atell ; diniir. fliing 
again from that to the higheft ipring-tide, fo as the proportions before and ;dur the 
middle do anfwer one another. And Hkewife from the higheft fpring tide to the 
loweft neap-tide, the decreafes feem to keep the like proportions ; and this commonly 
falls out when no wind or other accident caufes an alteration. At the beginning of 
each flood on the coaft, the tide moves fafter, but in a fmall degree, iiicrcafing its fwift- 
nefs till towards the middle of the flood ; and then decreafmg in fwiltncfs again from 
the middle to the top of the high-water ; it is fuppofed that the incqual fpacos of time, 
the increafe and decreafe of fwifinefs, and confequcntly the degrees of the rifirgs and 
fallings of the fame unequal fpaccs of rime, are performed according to the proportion 
of fines. The proportion cannot hold preeifdy and exaflily in regard of the inequali- 
ties that fall out in the periods of the tides, which are believed to follow certain politions 
of the moon in regard to the equinox, which ve known not to keep a precife conftant 
courfe ; fo that there not being equal portions of time between one new moon and an*> 
other, the moon's return to the fame meridian cannot be always performed in the fame 
time. And the tides from the new moon being not always the fame in number, or 
foinetimes but fifty feven, fometimes fifty eight, fometimes fifty-nine, (without any 
certain order or fucceflion) is another evidence of the difficulty of reducing this to any 
great exaSnefs. 

At the call end of this iffc there is a ftrange reciprocation of the flux and reflux of 
the fea, I'here is another no lefs remarkable upon the weft fide of the Longifland j 
the tides which come from the fouth-weft run along the coaft northward j fo that 
during the ordinary courfe of the tides, the flood runs eaft ii/thc Frith where Berneray 
lies, and the ebb weft ; and thus the fea ebbs and flows orderly, fome four days before 
the full and change, and as long after } (the ordinary fpring-tides rifing fome fourteen 
or fifteen foot upright, and all the relt proportionably, as in other places,) but after- 
wards, for four days before the quarter moons, and as long after, there is conftantly a 
great and fingular variation. For then (a foutherly moon making there the full fea) 
the courfe of the tide being caftward, when it begins to flow, which is about nine and 
a half of the clock, it no: only continues fo about three and a half in the afternoon, 
that it be high-wat^r j but after it begins to ebb, the current runs on ftill caftward 
during the whole ebb ; fo that it runs eaftward twelve hours together, that is, all day 
long, f.' otn about nine and a half in the morning till about nine and a half at night. But 
then when the night- tide begins to flow, the current turns, and runs weftward jdl night, 
during both flood and ebb, for fome twelve hours more, as it did eaftward the day 
before. And thus the reciprocations continue, one flood and ebb running twelve hours 
caftward, and another twelve hours weftward, till four days before the full and new 
moon i and then they refume their ordinary regular courfe as before, running eaft during 
the fix hours of flood, and weft during the fix of ebb. 

There is another extraordinary irregularity in the tides,* which newr fails: that 
whereas between the vernal and autumnal equinox, that is, for fix months together, the 
courfe of irregular tides about the quarter moons^ is to run all day, 12^ hours, ^s Ivom 
about nine *and a half to nine and a half or ten, exadly>eaftward ; all night, that is, twelve 
hours more, weftward during the other fix months, fit>m the autumnal to the vernal 
equinox, the current runs all day weftward, and all night eaftward. I have obferved 
the tides as above, for the fpace of fame days both in April, May«. July, and Auguft. 
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The natives have frequent opportunities to fee this both day and night, and they all 
agree that the tides run as mentioned above. 

There is a couple of ravens in this iiland, which beat away all ravenous fowls, and 
when their young arc able to fiy abroad, they beat them alfo out of the ifiand, but not 
without many blows, and a great noife. 

There are two chapels in this ifle; to wit, St. Afaph’s and St. Columbus’s chapel. 
There is a ftone eroded near the former, which is eight feet high, and two feet thick. 

About half a league I’rom Bernora, to the wedward, lies the iiland Pabbay, three miles 
in circumference, and having a mountain in the middle. The foil is Tandy, and fruitful 
in corn and grafs, and the natives have lately difeovered here a white marble. ‘I'he 
weft end of this iiland, which looks to St. Kilda, is called the Wooden Harbour, becaufe 
the fands at low-water difeover feveral trees that have formerly grown there. Sir Nor- 
mond Macleod told me, that he had fecn a tree cut there, which was afterwards made 
into a harrow'. 

There are two chapels in this iiland,. one of which is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
the other to St. Muluag. 

The Howard of Kilda, who lives in Pabbay, is accuftomed in time of a ftorm to tie a 
bundle of puddings, made of the fat of fea-fowl, to the end of his cable, and lets it 
fall into the fea behind the rudder ; this,’ he fays, hinders the waves from breaking, 
and calms the fea j but the feent of the greafe attrafts the whales, which put the veflci 
in danger. 

About half a league to the north of Pabbay, lies the ifle Sellay, a mile in circumfe- 
rence, that yields extraordinary pafturagc for Iheep, fo that they become fat very foon; 
tliey have the biggeft horns that ever I faw on Iheep, 

About a league farthei^’to the north, lies the ifle Taranfay, very fruitful in corn and 
grafs, and yields much yellow talk. It is three miles in circumference, and has two 
chapels, one dedicated to St. Tarran, the other to St. Keith. 

There is an antienP tradition among the natives here, .that a man mud not be burled 
in St. Tarran’s, nor a woman in St. Keith’s, becaufe otherwife the corpfe would be found 
above-ground the day after it is interred. I told them this wasa moft ridiculous fancy, 
which they might foon perceive by experience, if they would but put it to a trial. 
Roderick Campbell, who refides there, being of my opinion, refolved to embrace the 
firft opportunity that offered, in order to undeceive the credulous vulgar ; and accord- 
ingly a poor man in this ifland, who died a year after, was buried in St. Tarran’s cha- 
pel, contrary to the ancient cuftom and tradition of this place, but hLs corpfe is ftill in 
the grave, from whence it is not like to rife until the general refurreftion. I'his in- 
ftance has delivered the credulous natives from this unrealonable fancy. This ifland 
is a mile diftant from the main land of Harries, and when the inhabitants go from this 
ifland to Harries, with a defign to ftay for any time, they agree with thofe that carry 
them over, on a particular motion of walking upon a certain piece of ground, unknown 
to every body but themfelves, as a fignal to bring thp m back. 

Three leagues to the weftward of this ifland lies Galker, about half a mile in circum- 
ference ; it excels any other plot of its extent fonfruitfulnefs in grafs and produrt of 
milk ;. it maintains eight or ten cow|. The natives kill feals here, which arc very big. 

AlMut two leagues farther north lies the iiland Scarp, two miles in circumference, 
and is a high land covered with heath and grafs. 

Between Bcmera and the main land of Harries lies the ifland Enfay, which is above 
two miles in circuqeference, and for the moft port arable ground, which is fruitful in 
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corn and grafs ; there is an old chapel here for the ufe of the natives ; and there was 
lately difcovercd a grave in the weft end of the ifland, in which was found a pair of 
fcales made of brafs, and a little hammer, both which were finely poliflied. 

Between Enfay and tiie main land of Harries, lie feveral fmall iilands, fitter for paf- 
turage than cultivaiion. 

I he little ifland Quedam hath a vein of adamant ftone, in the front of the rock. 
The natives fay that mice do not live in this ifland, and when they chance to be carried 
thither among corn they die quickly after. Without thefe fmall iflands, there is a trad 
of fmall ifles in the fame line with the eaft fide of the Harries and North-Vift ; they 
are in all refpedls of the fame nature with thofe two iflands, fo that the fight of them 
is apt to difpofe one to think that they have been once united together. 

The moft foutherly of thefe iflands, and the neareft to North-Vift is Hermetra, two 
miles in circumference : it is a moorifli foil, covered all over almoft with heath, except 
here and there a few piles of grafs, and the plaqt milk>wort ; yet, notwitb Handing this 
difadvantage, it is certainly the beft fpot of its extent for pafturage, among thefe ifles, 
and aflbrds great plenty of milk in January and February beyond what can be feen in 
the other iflands. 

1 faw here the foundation of a houfe bhilt by the Englifli, in Charles the Firft’s 
time, for one of their magazines to lay up the calk, fait, &c. for carrying on the fifliery, 
which was then begun in the Weftern Iflands j but this defign mifearried becaufe of 
the civil wars which then broke but. 

The channel between Harries and North Vift, is above three leagues in breadth, and 
abounds with rocks, as well under as above water ; though at the fame time veffels of 
three hundred tons have gone through it, from eaft to weft,ahaving the advantage of 
one of the natives for a pilot. Some fixteen years ago, one Captain Froft was fafely 
conduced in this manner. The Harries belongs in property to the Laird of Macleod j 
he and all the inhabitants are Proteftanls, and obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Good- 
Friday, and St. Michael’s day ; upon the latter, they rendezvous on horfeback, and 
make their cavalcade on the lands at low water. 

The iflimd of North-Vift lies about three leagues to the fouth of the ifland of Har- 
ries, being in form of a fcmicircle, the diameter of which looks to the eaft, and is moun- 
tainous and full of heath, and fitter for pafturage than cultivation. The weft fide is of 
a quite different foil, arable and plain ; the whole is in length from fouth to north nine 
miles, and about thirty in circumlerence. 

There are four mountains in the middle, two lie within lefs than a mile of each 
other, and are called South and North-Lce. All the hills and heath afford good pat 
turage, though it confifts as much of heath as grafs. The arable ground hath a mixture 
of clay in forae places, and it is covered all over in fummer time and harveft with clover, 
daify, and variety of other plants, pleafant to the fight, and of a very fragrant fmcll j 
and abounds with black cattle and Iheep. The foil is very grateful to the hulband- 
man, yielding a produce of. barley, from ten to thirtyfoldin a plentiful year; provided 
the ground be manured with fea-war^, and that it have rain proportionable to the foil. 
I have, upon feveral occafions, enquired concerning the produce of barley in this aqd 
the neighbouring iilands ; the fame being much doubted in the fouth of Scotland, as 
well as in England ; and, upon the whole, I have been affured by the moft ancient and 
iuduftrious of the natives, that the increafe is the fame as mentioned before in Harries. 

They told me? likewife, that a plot of ground which hath lain unrjianured for feme 
.years, would, in a very plentiful feafon produce fourteen ears of barley from one grain ; 
feveral ridges were then fliewed me of this extraordinary growth in different places. 
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The grain Town here Is -barley, oats, rye ; and it is not to be doubted but the foil would 
alfo produce wheat. The way of tillage hero is commonly by ploughing, and fome by 
digging. The ordinary plough is drawn by four horfes, and they have a little plough 
'Called riftle, e. a thing that cleaves, the coulter of which is in form of a fickle ; and 
it is. drawn fometimes by one, and fometimes by tw'o horfes, according as the ground is. 
The defign of this jittle plough is to draw a deep line in the ground, to make it more 
cafy for the big plough to follow, which otherwife would be much retarded by the ftrong 
.roots bent lying deep in the ground, that are cut by the little plough. When they dig 
with fpades, it produceth more increafe ; the little plough is likewife ufed to facilitate 
digging as well as ploughing. I'hey continue to manure the ground until the tenth of 
June, if they have plenty of braggir, /. e, the broad leaves growing on the top of the 
aiga-marim, > 

About a league and a half to the fouih of the ifland Hermetra in Harries, lies Loch- 
Maddy, fo called from the three rocks without the entry on the fouih fide. They are 
called Maddies, from the great quantity of big mufcles, called Maddies, that grows 
upon them. This harbour is capacious enough for fome hundreds of veflids of any 
burden : it hath feveral ifles within it, and they contribute to the feturity of the har- 
bour, for a veflel may fafely come dole to the quay. The foainen divide the harbour 
in two parts, calling the fouth-fide Loch-Maddy, and the north iide Loch-Partan. There 
is one ifland in the fouth loch, which for its coinmodioufnefs is, by the Englifh, called 
Nonfuch. This loch hath been famous for the great quantity of herrings yearly taken 
in it within thefe fifty years laft pad. The natives told me, that in the memory of 
fome yet alive, there had been four hundred fail loaded in it with herrings at one fca- 
fon ; but it is not now fivqucnted for filhing, though the herrings do dill abound in it j 
and on this coad every funimer and harved, the natives fit angling on the rocks, and 
as they pull up their hooks, do many times bring up herrings. That they are always 
on the coad, appearr from the birds, whales, and other fifhes, that arc their forerun- 
ners every where ; and yet it is drange, that in all this ifland there is not one herring- 
net to be had : but if the natives faw any encouragement, they could foon provide them. 
Cod, ling, and all forts of fifli taken in thefe iflands, abound in and about this lake. 

In this harbour there is a finall ifland called Vackfay, in which there is dill to be 
feen the foundation of a houfe, -built by the Englilh, for a magazine to keep their calk, 
lalt, he. fur carrying on a great fifhery which was then begun there. The natives told 
me, that King Charles the Fird had a fliarc in it. This lake, with the convenience of 
its fifhings and iflands, is certainly capable of great improvement ; much of the ground 
about the bay is capable of cultivation, and aflbrds a great deal of fuel, as turf, peats, 
and plenty of frefli water. It alfo affords a good quantity of cyders, and clam Ihell- 
filh } the former grow on rocks, and are fo big that they are cut in four pieces before 
they are cat. 

About half a mile further fouth is Loch-Eport, having a rock without the mouth of 
the entry, iVhich is narrow: the lake penetrates fortie miles. towards the wed, and is a 
good harbour, having feveral fmall ifles within it. ^ The feals are very numerous here. 
In the month*of July the fpring-tides carry in a great quantity of Mackrel, and at the 
return of the water they are foynd* many times lying on the rocks. The vulgar na- 
tives make ufe of the alhes of burnt fea-ware, which freferves them for fome time in- 
ftead of fait. 

About two miles to the fouth of Loch-Eport lies the bay called tha Kyle of Rona ; 
having the ifland of that name (which is a little hill) within the bay ; there is a harbour 
Afl each lide of it. This place hath been foui^ of j;reat convenience for tb e filhing of cod 

and 



WESTERN 181 AND8 OF SCOTLAND. 


593 

and ling, which abound on this coaft. There is a little chapel in the idand Rona, called 
the Lowlanders’ cltapel, bccaufe f<atnen ,\Vho die in time of fifliing are buried in that 
place. 

'I'here is a harbour on the fouth fide the ifland Borera ; the entry feems to be nar- 
rower than really it is ; the iiland and the oppofite point of land appear like two little 
promontories off at fea. Some veffels have been forced in there by (lorm, as was Cap- 
tain Peters, a Dutchman, and after him an Englifli fliip, who both approved of this 
harbour. The former built a cock-boat there on a Sun<^Y, at which the natives were 
much offended ; the latter having landed in the ifland, happened to come into a houfc 
where he found only ten women, and they w'cre employed (as he fuppofed) in a Itrange 
manner, viz. their arms and legs were bare, being five on a fide ; and between them 
lay a board, upon which tiiey had laid a piece of cloth, and were thickening of it with 
thu'r hands and feet, and fmging all the while. The Englifliman prefcntly concluded 
it to be a little bedlam, which he did not expedk in fo remote a corner ; and this he 
told to Mr. John Maclean, who poffeffes the ifland. Mr. Maclean anfwered, he never 
faw any mad people in thofe iflands : but this would not fatisfy him, till they both went 
to the place where the women were at work ; and then Mr. Maclean having told him 
that it was their common way of thickening cloth, he was convinced, though furprifed 
at the manner of it. 

'I'here is fuch a number of frefli-water lakes here as can hardly be believed ; I myfelf 
and feveral otluTS endeavoured to number them, but in vain, for they are fo difpofed 
into turnings, that it is impraftica' Ie. They arc generally well (locked with trouts and 
cels, and fomc of them with falmon ; and which is yet more Orange, cod, ling, mackrel, 
&c. are taken in thefe lakes, into which they are brought by the fpring-tides. 

Thefe lakes have many fmall iflands, which in fummer abound with variety of land 
and foa-fowls, that build and hatch there. There are alfo feveral rivers here whicii 
afford falmon : one fort of them is very Angular, that is called marled falmon, or, as 
the natives call it, kjlidruimin^ being leffer than the ordinary falnfbn, and full of ftrong 
large fcales ; no bait can allure it, and a fliadow frights it away, being the wildcfl of 
fiflics : it leaps high above the water, and delights to be on the furface of it. 

'I'hore is great plenty of (hcll-fifli round this ifland, more particularly cockles ; the 
iflands lio alfo afford many fmall fifh called eels, of a whitifli colour ; they are picked 
out of the fand with a fmall crooked iron made on purpofe. There is plenty of lob- 
fters on the weft fide of this ifland, and one fort bigger than the reft, having the toe 
fliorter and broader. 

'rherc are feveral ancient forts in this ifland, built upon eminences, or in the middle 
of frclh-watcr lakes. 

Here are likewilc feveral cairns or heaps of ftones : the biggeft I obferved was on a 
hill near to Loch-Eporr. There are three ftones erefted, about a foot high, at the dif- 
tance of a quarter of a mile from one another, on eminences, about a mile from Loch- 
Maddy, to amufc invaders j for which rcafon they are ftill called falfe fent\pels. 

'I’herc is a ftonc of twentyffour feet long and four in breadtli in the hill Criniveal : 
the natives lav, a giant of a month olrf was buried under it. There is a very confpicuous 
ftone in the f(ice of the hill above St. Peter’s village, above eight feet high*. . . 

There is another about eight ^et high at Down-rofffil, which the natives call a crofs, 
.'j’hcre are two broad ft«)nes, about eight feet high, on the hill two miles to the fouth 
of Valay. . 

There is another at the key, oppofirt; to Kirkibafl, twelve feet higU : the natives fay 
that delinquents were tied W this Hone in time of divine fervice. 
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I'hcre is a (lone in forin of a crofs in the row oppofite to St. Mary’s church, about 
five fc6t high • the natives call it the Watcr-crofs, for the ancient inhabitants had a 
cuflDni of erefling this fort of crofs to procure rain, and when they had got enough, they 
laid it flat on the ground ; but this cuftom is now difufed. The inferior ifland is the 
itlaiul of Ilcilkir, which lies near three leagues wellward of North-Vift, is three miles ia 
citcumforence, of a fandy foil, and very fruitful in corn and grafs, and black cattle. 
The inhabitants labour under w ant of fuel of all forts, which obliges them to burn cows’ 
dung, barley-ftraw, and driejd foa-ware : the natives told me, that bread baked by tho 
fuel of fea-w’are relifln s better than that done otherwife. They are accufiomed to fait 
their cheefe with the aflies of barley-ftraw, which they fuffer not to lie on it above twelve 
hours time, bccaufe otherwife it would fpoil it. There was a ftone cheft lately difeo- 
vered here, having an earthen pitcher in it which was full of bones, and as foon as 
touched they turned to duft. 

There are two fmall iflands feparated by narrow channels from the north- weft of this 
ifland, and are of the fame mould with ‘the big ifland. 'I'he natives fay, that there is a 
couple of ravens there which fuffer no other of their kind to approach this ifland, and 
if any Ihould chance to come, this couple immediately drive them away, with fuch a 
noife as is heard by all the inhabitants : they are ohferved likewife to beat away their 
young as foon as they are able to purchafe for themfelves. The natives told me, that 
when one of this couple happened to be wounded by gun-(hot, it lay ftill in the corner 
of a rock for a week or two, during which time its mate brought provifion to it daily, 
until it recovered perfeftly. The natives add further, that one of thefe two ravens hav- 
ing died fome time after, the furviving one abandoned the ifland for a few days, and 
then wasfeen to return t^ith about ten or twelve more of its kind, and having chofen a 
mate out of this number, all the reft went quite o(F, leaving thefe two in pofleffion of 
their little kingdom. They do by a certain fagacity difeover to the inhabitants any car- 
cafe, on the fliore or in the fields, whereof I have feen feveral inftances : the inhabitants 
pretend to know by 'their noife whether it be flelh or fi(h. I told them this was fuch 
nicety that I could fcarcely give it credit ; but they anfwered me, that they came to a 
knowledge of it by obfervation, and that they make their loudeft noife for flefh. There 
is a narrow channel between the ifland of Heilker and one of the lelTer iflands, in which 
the natives formerly killed many feals, in this manner : they twifted together feveral 
fmall ropes of horfe-hair in form of a net, contracted at one end like a purfe ; and fo 
by. opening and (hutting this hair-net, thefe feals were catched in the narrow channel. 
On the fouth fide of North-Vift are the iflands of Illeray, which are accefliblc at low 
water, each of them being three miles in compafs, and very fertile in corn and cattle. 

On the weftern coaft of this ifland lies the rock Eoufmil, about a quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and is ftill famous for the yearly fifliing of (eals there, in the end of Octo- 
ber. This rock belongs to the farmers of the next adjacent lands: there is one who 
furniflieth a boat, to whom there is a particular fhare due on- that account, befules his 
proportion as tenant. ,The parifh minifter hath hU choice of all the young feals, and 
that which he takes is called by the natives Cullen-Mory, thal is, the Virgin Mary’s feal. 
The fteward^of the ifland hath one paid to him, his officer hath another, and this by 
virtue of their offices. Thefe farmers man their boats with a competent number fit for 
the bufinefs, and they always elhtbark with a contrary wind, for their fecurity againfl 
being driven away by the ocean, and likewife to prevent them from being difeovered 
by the feals, who are apt to fmell the feent of them, and prefently run to fea. 

When this crew is quietly landed they furrcAind the pafles, and th'en the fignal for 
the general attack is given from the boat, and fo they bcabthem down with big Haves; 

The 



WSaTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 


55i 

The feals at this onfet make towards the fca with all fpeed, and often force their paf- 
fage over the necks of the ftoutefl: aflailants, who aim always at the forehead of tlie 
feals, giving many blows before they are killed ; and if they arc not hit exactly on the 
front, they contraft a lump on their forehead, which makes them look very fierce ; 
and if they get hold of the ftafF with their teeth, they carry it along to fca with them. 
Thofe that are in the boat (hoot at them as they run to fea, but few are catched that 
way. The natives told me, that fcveral of the biggeft feals lo(e their lives by endeavour- 
ing to fave their young ones, whom they tumble before them towards the fea. I was told 
alio, that three hundred and twenty ieals, young and old, have been killed at one time 
in this place. The reafon for attacking them in Ofiober is, becaufc in the beginning 
of this month the feals bring forth their young on the ocean fide ; but thefe on :he call 
fide, who are of the leflcr ftaturc, bring forth their young in the middle of June. 

The feals eat no fifli till they firft take off the (kin ; they hold the head of the fifli 
between their teeth, and pluck the fldn off each fide with their (liarp pointed nails ; 
this I obferved feveral times. The natives told me that the feals are regularly coupled, 
aiul refent aii encroachment on their mates at an extraordinary rate. I'he natives have 
obferved, that when a male had invaded a female, already coupled to another, the in- 
jured male, upon its return to its mate, would by a ftrange fagaciiy find it out, and 
refent it againfi the aggreflbr by a bloody conflict, which gives a red tinfture to the fca 
in that part where they fight. This piece of revenge has been often obferved by feal- 
hunters, and many others of unquefiionable integiity, whofe occafions obliged them to 
be much on this coaft. I was affured by good hands, that the feals make their addreffes 
to e.ich other by kilfes : this hath been obferved often by men and women, as fifhing 
on the coaft in a clear day. The female puts away its young from fucking as foon 
as it is able to provide for itfelf ; and this is not done withoift many fevere blows. 

There is a hole in the (kin of the female, within which the teats are fecured from 
being hurt, as it creeps along the rocks and (lones ; for which caufe nature hath formed 
the point of the tongue of the young one cloven, without which 4t could not fuck. 

The natives fait the feals with the afhes of burnt fea-ware, and fay they are good food; 
the vulgar eat them commonly in the fpring-time with a long pointed (Hck inftead of 
a fork, to prevent the (Irong fmell which their hands would otherwife have for feveral 
hours after. The (lelh and broth of fre(h young feals is by experience known to be 
peftoral ; the meat is aftringent, and ufed as an effeftual remedy againft the diarrhea 
and dyfenteria : the liver of a feal being dried and pulverized, and afterwards a little 
oi it drunk w'ith milk, aquavitse, or red wine, is alfo good againft duxes. 

Some of the natives wear a girdle of the fcal-lkin about the middle, for removing the 
fciatica, as thofe of the (hire of Aberdeen wear it to remove the chin-cough. This 
four-footed creature is reckoned one of the fwifteft in the fea ; they fay likewnfc that it 
leaps in cold weather the height of a pike above water, and that the (kin of it is white 
in (ummer, and darker in winter ; and that their hair (lands on end with the ftood, and 
falls again at the ebb. The (kin is by the natives cut in long pieces, and then made ule 
of inftead of ropes to fix the plough to their horfes when the^ till the ground. 

The feal, though efteemed fit only for the vulgar, is alfo eaten by perfons of diftinc- 
tion, thoueh , under a different name, to wit, : this I have been affured^of.by 
good hands, and thus we fee that the generality of men are as much led by fancy as 
judgment in their palates, as well as in other things. The popifli vulgar, in the iflands 
(buthward from this, eat thefe feals in Lent inftead of filh. This occafioned a debate 
between a prottftant gentleman and a«papift of my acquaintance : Jjie fonner alledgciJ 
that the other had tranfgieffed the rules of his church, by eating flelh in Lent : the 
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latter anfwered, that he did not ; for, fays he, I have eat a fca*crea(ure, which only lives 
and feeds upon fiih. The proteftant replied, that this creature is amphibious, lies, 
creeps, eats, deeps, and fo fpends much of its time on land, which no fi(h can do and 
live. It hath alfo another faculty that no fifli has, that is, it breaks wind backward fo 
loudly,' that one may hear it at a great didancc. But the papilt Hill maintained that 
he mu ft bdieve it to be fifli, till fuch time as the pope and his priefts ddcide the 
queftion. 

About three leagues and a half to the weft lie the fmall iflands called Mawlker-Rocks, 
and Hawlker-Eggath, and Ilawlker-Nimaimich, Monks-Kuck, which hath an 
altar in it. Ihe lirll called fo from the ocean, as being near to it j for haw or thau in 
the ancient language fignifies the ocean : the more fouthorly rocks arc fix or feven big 
ones nicked or indented, for eggath fignifies fo much. I’hc largeft ifland, which is 
northward, is near half a mile in circumference, and it is covered with long grafs. 
Only fmall veffels can pafs between this and the fouthem rocks, being neareft to 
St. Kilda of all the weft iflands ; both of them abound with fowls as much as any ifles 
of their extent in St. Kilda. The coulterneb, guillemot, and fcarts, arc nioft numerous 
here ; the feals likewife abound very much in and about thefe rocks. 

The ifland of Valay lies on the weft, near the main huid of North Vift ; it is about 
four miles in circumference, arable and a dry Tandy foil, very fruitful in com and grafs, 
clover, and daify. It hath three chapels j one dedicated to St. Ullon, and another to 
the Virgin Mary. There are two croflfes of ftone, each of them about feven feet high, 
and a foot and a half broad. * 

There is a little font on an altar, being a big ftone, round like a cannon-ball, and 
having in the upper end a little vacuity capable of holding two fpoonfuls of water. Below 
the chapels there is a fla> thin ftone, called Brownies ftone, upon which the ancient 
inhabitants offered a cow’s milk every Sunday ; but this cuftom is now quite abolifiied. 
Some thirty paces on this fide is to be feen a little ftone houfe under ground ; it is very 
low and long, having'an entry on the fea fide: I faw an.cntry in the middle of it, which 
was difeovered by the falling of the ftones and earth. 

About a league to the north-eaft of Valay is the ifland of Borera, about four miles 
in circumference : the mould in fome places is fandy, and in others black earth ; it is 
very .fruitful in cattle and grafs. I faw a mare here which I was told brought forth a 
foal in her fecond year. 

There is a cow here that brought forth two female calves at once. In all things fo 
very like one another, that they could not be diftinguillied by any outward mark ; and 
had fuch a fympathy that they were never, feparate, except in time of fucking, and then 
they kept ftill their own fide of their dam, which was not obferyed until a diftinguiflting 
mark was put about one of their necks by the milk-maid. In the middle of this ifland 
there is a frefli-water lake, well ftocked with very big 'eels, fome of them as long as 
cod or ling fifli. There is, a paflage under the ftony ground, which is between the fea 
and the lake, ^through which it is fuppofed the eels come in with the fpring-tides : one 
of the inhabitants, called Mac-Vanich, i. e. Monks-Son, had thu curiofity to creep naked 
through this paffage. , 

TTiip ifland affords the largeft and^beft dulfc for eating } it requires lefe butter 
any other of this fort, and has a mellowifli tafte. 

The burial-place near the houfes is called the monks-fidd, for all the monks that 
died in the iflands that lie northward from Egg were buried in this littlg plot : each 
grave hath a ftonc;^.at both ends, fome of which>are three, and others four feet high. 
There are big ftones without the burial-place even with the45round j feveral of them 
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fiavc little vacuities in them as if made by art : the tradition is, th; t thefe vacuities were 
dufif for rtceivififv the monks’ knees when they prayed upon them. 

Theifland of Lingay lies half a league fouth on the fide of Borcra: it is fingular in 
rorpeft of the latuis of Viff, and the other iflands that furround it, for they are all cotn- 
poled of fand, and this on the contrary is altc'gethc-r mofs covered with heath, affording 
five'peats in depth ; and is very ferviceable and urefiil, fnniifhing the iiland Borera, &c. 
with plenty of good fuel. 'I’his ifland was h«;Id as confecrated for fevoral ages, info- 
much that the natives would not then profuinc to cut any fuel in it. 

'I'he cattle produced here arc horfes, cows, fhec'p, and hogs, generally of a low fta- 
ture. 'Ihe horfes are very i rong, and fit for pads, though expoled to the rigttur of 
the weather ad the winter and fpring in the opeii lields 'fheir cows are alfo in the 
fields all the fpring, and their bcel is fwcet and tender as any can be : they live upon 
fea-waro in the winter and fpring, and arc fattened by ii; nor are tliey flaughtered before 
they eat plentifully of it in DeceniHcr. The natives arc accuilonu d to fait their betf 
in a cow’s hide, which keeps if dole from ai»> and preferves it as well, if not better, 
than barrels, and taltes tlicy fay bell when tliis way ufed. This beef is tranfported to 
Glafgow, a city in the weft of Scotland,, and fiom thence (being put in barrels there) 
exported to the Indies in good condition. The hills afford lotne hundreds of deer, who 
eat fea-ware al(b in winter and fpring-time. 

The amphibia produced here are feals and ot*er?. There is no fox or vcnonioua 
creature in this ifland. The great eagles here fatten their tahms in the back of fifh, and 
commonly of falmon, which is often above water and on the I'lirfacc. 'I'he natives, 
who in the fummer-time live on the coaft, do fometiines rob the eagle of its prey after 
its landing. 

Here are hawks, eagles, pheafants, moor-fowls, tarmogaft, plover, pigeons, crowsi 
fwans and all the ordinary fea-fowls in the weft iflands. The eagles arc very deftruc- 
tivc to the fawns and lambs, c!'pocially the black eagle, which is of a Icfl'er lizo than the 
other. The natives obferve, that it fixes its talons between the deers’ horns, and beats 
its wings conflautly about its eye;', which puts the deer to run contiuually till it fall 
into a ditch, or over a precipice, w’hcre it dies, and fo becomes a pvey to tiiis cunning 
hunter. There are at tlu? fame time feveral other eagles of this kind, which fly on hnJth 
lidfs of the deer, which fright it extremely, and contribute much toils more fudden 
deftruftion. 

The forefter and fcvcral of the natives affured jn?, that they had feen both forts of 
eagles kill deer in this manner. The fwans come hither in great numbers in the month 
of October, with north-eaft winds, and live in the frefh lakes, where they feed upon 
trout and water-plants till March, at which time they fly away again with a fouth- call 
w'ind. 'When the natives kill a fwan, it is common for the eaters of it to make a nega- 
tive vow (i. e. they fwear never to do fomethiiig that is ia itfelf impradicable) before 
they 'tafte of the fowl. 

The bird corn-craker is about the bignefs of a pigeon, having a longer neck, and 
being of a brown colour, *but blacker in harveft than in fummbr the natives fay it lives 
by tne water, and under the ice in winter and fpring. 

The colk is a fowl fomewhat Icfs than a goofe^ hath feathers of divers coloprs^ as 
white, grey, green, and black, and is beautiful to the eye : it hath n tuft on the crown 
of its bead tike that of a peacock, and a train longer thafi that of a houfe-cock. This 
fowl lofeth its feathers in unae of hatching, and lives moftly in the remoteft iilands, as 
Heilker and &Dna. 


The 



martin's description of ths 


598 

The gawlin is a fowl lefs than a duck, it is reckoned a true prognollicator of fair 
W'eathcr ; for when it fings, fair and good weather always follows, as the natives com* 
monly obferve : the piper of St. Kilda plays the notes which it fings, and hath compofed 
a tune of them, which the natives judged to be very fine mufic. 

The rain-goofe, bigger than a duck, makes a doleful noife before a great rain ; it 
builds its nell always upon the brink of frclh-watcr lakes, fo as it may reach the lyater.' 

The bonnivochil, fo called by the natives, and by the feamen bimop and carrara, as 
big as a goofe, having a white fpot on the breaft, and the reft party-coloured ; it fcldom 
flies, but is exceedingly quick in diving. The minifter of North- Vift told me that he 
killed one of them which weighed fixteen pounds and an ounce : there is about an inch 
deep of fat upon the (kin of it, which the natives apply to the hip-bone, and by experi- 
ence find it a fuccefsful remedy for removing the fciatica. 

The bird goylir, about the bignels of a fwallow, is obferved never to land but ill the 
month of January, at which time it is fuppofed to hatch ; it dives with a violent fwiftnefs. 
When any number of thefe fowls are feen together, it is concluded to be an undoubted 
•fign of an approaching ftorm.; and when the (lorrn ceafes, they difappear under the 
water. The feamen call them malifigics, from mali-effigies, which they often find to 
be true. 

, The bird fereachan-aittin is about the bignefs of a large mall, but having a longer 
body, and a bluifti colour; the bill is of a carnation colour. This bird (bricks mod hide- 
oufly, and is obferved to have a greater affeftion for its mate than any fowl whatfoever ; 
for when the cock or hen is killed, the furviving one doth for eight or ten days after- 
ward make a lamentable noife about the place. 

• The bird faikidar, about the bignefs of a fea-maw of the middle fize, is obferved to 
fly with greater fwiftnefs than any other fowd in thofe parts, and purfues lelTcr fowls, 
and forces them in their flight to let fall the food which they have got, and by its nim- 
blenels catches it before it touches, the ground. 

The natives obfervt that an extraordinary heat without rain, at the ufual time the 
fea fowls lay their eggs, hinders them from laying any eggs for about eight or ten days j 
whereas warm weather, accompanied with rain, difpofes them to lay much fooner. 

The wild geefe are plentiful here, and very deftruedive to the barley, notwithftanding 
the ipany methods ufed for driving them away both by traps and gun-(hot. There are 
fome flocks of barren fowls of all kinds, which are diftinguiflicd by their not joining 
with the reft of their kind, and they are feen commonly upon the bare rocks, without 
any nefts. 

The air is here moift and moderately cold, the natives qualify it fometimes by drink- 
ing a glafs of ufquebaugh. The moifture of this place is fuch, that a loaf of lugar is 
in danger to be diflToived, if it be not preferved by being near the fire, or laying it among 
■oatmeal, in fome xlofe place. Iron here becomes quickly rufty, and iron which is on 
the fca-fide of a houfe gro.ws fooner rufty than that which is on the land-fide. 

The greateft fnow falls here with the fouth-weft winds, and (cldom continues above 
.three or four days. The’ ordinary fnow falls with tlie north and northtweft winds, and 
.does not lie fo deep on the ground near the fea as op the tops of mountains. 

Jbe fi’oft continues till the fpring is pretty far advanced, the feverity of which occa- 
fions great numbers of trouts and^eels to die ; but the winter frofts have nof this elfecf, 
for which the inhabitants ^ive this reafon, viz. that the rains being more frequent in 
O£tober, do, in their .opinion, carry the juice and quintelTence of the plants into the 
Jakes, whereby they, think the fi(h are nouri(hed during the winter ; and<tHere being no 
iucb nouriflunent in the fpring, in regard of the uninterrupted running of the water, 
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which carries the juice with it to the fea, it deprives the fiQi of this nouriihment, and 
confequcntly of life. And they add further, that the fifli have no acccfs to the fuper- 
ficies of iho water, or to the brirdc of it, where the juice mi,^ht be had. The natives 
arc the more confirmed in their opinion, that the fiflies in lakes and marflies are ob- 
ferved to out-live both winter and fpring frofts. The eafi-north-ea(l winds always pro- 
cure fair weather here, as they do in all the north-wefl: iflands ; and the rains are more 
frequent in this place in October and February than at any other time of the year. 

Fountain-water drunk in winter is reckoned by the natives to be much more whole- 
fome than in the fpring ; for in the latter it caufeth the diarrhea and dyfenteria. 

The difeafes that prevail here are fevers, diarrhea and dyfenteria. Hitch, cough, feia- 
tica, megrim, the fmall-pox, which commonly comes once in feventeen years time. The 
ordinary cure for fevers is letting blood plentifully : the diarrhea is cured by drinking 
aquavitm, and the ftrongcr the better. The flelh and liver of feals are uCcd as above 
mentioned, both for diarrhea and dyfenteria. Milk wherein hedic-ftone has been 
quenched, being frequently drunk, is likewift? a good remedy for the two difeafes laft 
mentioned. 

The kernel of the black nut found on the fliore, being beat to powder, and drunk 
in milk or aquavitac, is reckoned a good remedy for the laid two difeafes : flitches are 
cured fometimes by letting blood. 

'fheir common cure for coughs is brochan, formerly mentioned. The cafe of the 
carrara-fowl, with the fat, being powdered a little and applied to the hip-bone, is an 
approved remedy for the fciatica. Since the great change of the feaibns, which of late 
years is become more p'ercing ar.d cold, by which the growth of the corn both in the 
fpring and fummer feafons are retarded, there are fome difeafes difeovered which were 
not known here- before, viz. a fpotted fever, which is comAionly cured by drinking a 
glafs of brandy or aquavitac liberally when the difeafe feizes them, and ufing it till the 
fpots appear outwardly. 'I'his fever was brought hither by a ftranger from the ifland of 
Mull, who infeded thefe other iflands. When the fever is violent, the fpots appear 
the fecond day, but commonly on the fourth day, and then the difeafe comes to a crifis 
the feventh day : but il the fpots do not appear the fourth day, the difeafe is reckoned 
mortal ; yet it has not proved fo here, though it has carried oft' feveral in the other 
adjacent iflands. The vulgar are accuftomed to apply Jiamula jovis for evacuating 
noxious humours, fuch as caufe the head-ach, and pains in the arms or leg.s, and they 
find great advantage by it. The way of ufing it is thus ; they take a quantity of it, 
bruiled fmall and put into a patella, and apply it fo to the Ikin a little below the place 
alfe^ted ; in a fmall tinfe it raifes a hlifler about the bignefs of an egg, which, when 
broke, voids all the matter that is in it ; then the Ikin fib's and fwclls twice again, and 
as often voids this matter. They ufe the fea-plant linaricb to cure the wound, and it 
proves effectual for this purpofe, and alfo for the megrim and burning. 

The broth of a lamb, in which the plants JhunniJlj vavi Aiexandsr have been boiled, is 
found by experience to be good agamfl confuniptions. The green fea-plant linaricb is 
by them applied to the temples and forehead to dry up defluxions, and alfo for drawing 
up the tonfels. Neil Macdonald, rin the ifland of Heilkir, is fiibjeft to the falling of the 
tonfels at ^very change of the moon, and they continue only for the firft quarter. »This 
infirmity hath continued with him all his days, yet he^is now feventy-two year's of age. 

John Fake, who lives in Pabble, in the parilh of Kifraoor, alias St. Mary’s, is con- 
ftantly troubled with a great fneezing a day or two before rain ; and if the fnt-ezing be 
more than ufual, the rain is faid to be greater j therefore he is called the rain-almaxrack. 
He has had this fiiculty thefe nine years pafti 
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There is a hou^e in the village called Ard nin-boothin in Uio pririfli of St. Marys ; and 
the houfe-cock there never cro«'S from the rentii of September till the middle of March. 
This was told me two ycamago, and fnice confinued to me by the natives, and the pre- 
fent minifter of the parifh. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are generally well-proportioned, of anonlinary flature 
and a good complexion ; healthful, and foriie of {them come to a great age : feveraf of 
my acquaintance arrived at the age of ninety, and upwards ; John Mac-donald of G rim- 
inis was of this number, and died lately in the ninety-third year of his age. Donald Roy, 
who lived in the ifle of Sand, and died lately in the hundredth year of his age, was able 
to travel and manage his affairs till about two years before his death. They area very 
charitable and hofpitablc people, as is any where to be found. There was never an inn 
here till of late, and now there is but one, which is not at all frequented for eating, but 
only for drinking ; for the natives by their hofpitality render this new-invented houfe 
in a manner ufelel's. The great produce of barley draws many (trangers to this ifland, 
with a defign to procure as much of tiiis^grain as they can ; which they get of the in- 
habitants gratis, only for afkiiig, as they ilo horfes, cows, flieep, wool, &c. I was told 
foine month.s befor:; my arrival there, that there had been ten men in that place at one 
time to alk corn gratis, and every one of (hefe had fome one, fome two, and others 
three attendants ; and during their abode there, they were all entertained gratis, no one 
returning empty. 

This is a great, yet vo’untai^ tax, which has continued for many ages ; but the late 
general fcarcity has given them an occafion to alter this cullom, by making a£ts againff 
liberality, except to poor natives and objeds of charity. 

The natives are much addifted to riding, the plainnefs of the country difpofing both 
men and horfes to it. . 'I'htfy obferve an anniverfary cavalcade on Michaelmas tlky, and 
then ail ranks of both fexes appear on borfe-back. The place tor this rendezvous is a 
large piece of firm I'andy ground on the fea-fliore, and there they have horie-racing for 
fmall prizes for w'hich'they contend eagerly. Thpre is an ancient cuftoin, by which it 
is lawful for any of the inhabitants to flcal his neighbour’s horl’e'the night before the 
race, and ride him all next day, provided he deliver him fafe and found to the owner 
after the face. The manner of running is by a few young men, who ufe neither fad- 
dles nor brialcs, except two fmall ropes made of bent initcad of a bridle, nor any fort 
of fpurs, but their bare heels : and when they begin the race, they throw thefe ropes 
on their horfes’ necks, and drive them on vigoroufly w'ith a piece of long fea-ware in 
each' hand, inflcad of a w'hip ; and this is dried in the fun feveral months before for 
that purpofe. This is a happy opportunity for the vulgar, who have few occafions for 
meeting, except on Sundays : the men have their fwcet-hearts behind them on horfe- 
back, and give and receive mutual profents; the men pr<?l'L‘nt the women with knives 
and purfes, the women prefent the men with a pair of fine garters of divers colours, 
they give them likewifc a quantity of wild carrots. This ill » belongs in property to Sir 
Donald Mac-d,onald of Sieat : he and all the inhabitants are pretefiants, one only ex- 
cepted ; they obferve Chifflmas, Good-Friday, and St. Michad’s Day. 

t 

TMlJk BenbcculOi ils Diflunce, Len'^h^ Bay, MolJt Grain ^ Fijh^ Cattle^ Frejl) Lakes, 

Forls, q Stone Vault, Nunnery, Proprietor. 

THF. ifland of Benbecula lies direftly to the fouth of North Vifl, from which it is 
two miles difiant ; the grou.nd eing all plain and,fandy between them, having two little 
rivers or channels no higher than one’s knee at a tide of ebb this paffage is overflowed 
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by the fea every tide of flood, nor is it navigable except by boats. There are fevcral 
fmall iflands on the eaft^fide of this channel. This ifland is three miles in length from 
fouth to north, and three from call to well, and ten miles in compafs. The eaft'fide is 
covered with heath ; it hath a bay called Vilkvvay, in which fmall veflels do fometimes 
harbour, and now and then herrings are taken in it. 

The mountain Benbecula, from which the ifle hath its name, lies in the middle of it : 
the eaflern part of this ifland is all arable, but the foil fandy, the mould is the fame with 
that of North- Vift, and affords the fame corn, fifli, cattle, amphibia, &c. There is no 
venomous creature here. It hath fevoral frcfli-water lakes well flocked with fifh and 
fowl. There are fome ruins of old forts to be feen in the fmall iflands, in the lakes, 
and on the plain. 

There are alfo fome fmall chapels here, one of them at Bael-nin-killach, id cjl, Nuns- 
Town, for there w'ere nunneries here in time of popery. The natives have lately dif- 
covered a ftone vault on the eaft-fidc the town, in which there are abundance of fmall 
bones, w'hich have occafioned many uncertain cotijcctures ; fome fa'd they were the bones 
of birds, others judged them rather to be the bones of pigmies. The proprietor of the 
town inquiring Sir Normand Macklcod’s opinion concerning them, he told him that 
the matter was plain as he fuppofed, and that they mufl be the bones of infants born by 
the nuns there. This was very difagreeable to the Roman catholick inhabitants, who 
laughed it over. But in the mean time the natives out of zeal took care to fliut up the 
vault, that no accefs can be had to it fince ; fo that it would foem they believe what 
Sir Normand faid, or clfe feared that it might gain credit by fuch as afterward had oc- 
cafion to lee them. This ifland belongs properlv to Ranal Mac-donald of Benbecula, 
who, with all the inhabitants, are Roman Catholicksj and I remember I have feen an old 
lay capuchin here, called in the language Brahir-bocht, thaf^is, poor brother ; which 
is literally true, for he anfwcrs this charaftcr, having nothing but what is given him : 
he holds himfelf fully fatisfled with food and raiment, and lives in ^as great fimplicity as 
any of his order ; his diet is very mean, and he drinks only fair water : his habit is no 
lefs mortifying than that of his brethren elfewhcre ; he wears a fhort coat, which comes 
no further than his middle, with narrow fleeves like a waifleoat ; ho wears a plad above 
it girt about the middle, which reaches to his knee : the plad is faflened on his breail 
with a W'ooden pin, his neck bare, and his feet often fo too : he wears a hat for orna- 
ment, and the Itring about it is a bit of filher’s line made of harfe-hair. This plad he 
wears inflead of a gown worn by thofe of his order in other countries. I told him he 
wanted the flaxen girdle that men of his order ufually wear : he anfwercd me, that he 
wore a leather one, which *was the fame thing. Upon the matter, if he is i^ke to 
when at meat, he anfwers again ; which is contrary to the cuftom of his order. This 
poor man frequently diverts himfelf with angling of trouts ; he lies upon draw, and 
liad no bell (us others have) to call him to his devotion, but only bis conlciencc, as he . 
told me. 

The fpecklcdfalmons, deferibed in North-Vift, are very plentiful on the* weft fide of 
this ifland. 

The ifland of South- Vift lies direflly two miles to the fouth of Benbecula, being in 
length one aijd twenty miles, and three in breadth, and ’’n fome places four. 'I'he leaf!:-" 
fide is mountainous on the coaft, and heathy for the moll, part : the woft-lide is plain 
arable ground, the foil is generally fandy, yielding a good produce of barley, oais, a»d 
rye, in proportion to that of North-Vill, and has the fame ft>rt of cattle. Both ealt 
and weft fidcs of*this ifland abound in ftefh water hikes, wliich aftovif trouts aad eels,. 
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beildes variety of land and fea fowls. I'he arable land is much damnified by the over- 
flowing of thefe lakes in divers places, which they have not hitherto been able to drain, 
though the thing be pra£l:icable. Several lakes have old forts built, upon the fmall 
iflands in the middle of them. About four miles on the footh-eaft end of this ifland, !»■ 
Loch-l’ynord ; it reaches feveral miles weftward, having a narrow entry, which makes 
a violent current, and within this entry there’s a rock, upon which there was ftaved to 
jncces a frigate of Cromwell’s which he fent there to fubdue the natives. Ambergreafe 
hath been found by feveral of the inhabitants on the weft coaft of this ifland, and they 
fold it at Glafgow at a very low rate, not knowing the value of it at firfl ; but when 
they knew it, they raifed the nrice to the other extreme. Upon a thaw after a long 
frofl the fouth-eail winds caft many dead fifhes on the ihore. The inhabitants are 
generally of the fame nature and complexion with thofe of the next adjacent northern 
iflands ; they wear the fame habit, and ufe the fame diet. One of the natives is very 
fiimbus for his great age, being, as it is faid, a hundred and thirty years old, and retains 
' his appetite and underflanding ; he cart' walk abroad, and did labour with his hands as 
ufuslly, till within thefe three years, and for any thing I know is yet living. 

There are feveral big kaimes of ftone on the eaft-fide this ifland, and the vulgar re- 
tain the ancient cuflom of making a religious tour round them on Sundays and holi- 
days. 

There is a valley between two mountains on the eaft-fide, called Glenflyte, which 
aflbrds good paflurage. The natives who fartti it, come thither with their cattle in the 
fummer.time, and are poiTefled with a firm belief that this valley is haunted by fpirits, 
who by the inhabitants are called the Great Men ; and that whatfoever man or woman 
enters the valley, without making firft an entire refignation of themfelves to the conduft 
of the great men, will inf^libly grow mad. The words by which he or (he gives up 
himfelf to thefe men’s condudl, are comprehended in three lentences, wherein the Glen 
is twice named ; to which they add, that it i$ inhabited by thefe great men, and that 
fucb as enter depend on their protedion. I told the natives, that this was a piece of 
filly credulity as ever was impofed upon the moi't ignorant ages, and that their imagi- 
ary proteClors deferved no fuch invocation. They anfwered, that there had happened 
a late inflance of a woman who went into that Glen w'ithout reftgning herfelf to the 
condbd of thefe men, and immediately after flie became mad ; which confirmed them 
in their unreafonable fancy. 

The people reCding here in fumraer, fay they fomctiines hear a loud noife fn the air, 
Iflte men fptaking. I inquired if their priefl had preached or argued againft this fu- 
perflitious cuflom ? They told me, he knew better things, arid would not be guilty of 
difluadingmen from doing their duty, which they doubted nut he judged this to bej 
and that they refolved to pcrfifl in the 'belief of it, until they found better motives to the 
contrary, that) have been (hewed them hitherto. The proteftant minifter hath often 
endeavoured to undeceive' them, ' but in, vain, becaufc of an implicit faith they have in 
their priefl : und when tl:|e topicks of perfuaflon, though never fo urgent, come from 
one they believe to be a heretick, there is little hope of fuccefs. 

The ifland Erifca, about a mile in length, and three in circumference, is partly heathy, 
anil partly arable, and yields a gqod'produce. The inner-fide hath a wida anchorage, 
there is excellent cod and ling ui it ; the natives begin to manage it bettor, but not .to 
th;t advantage it is capable ofi The fmall ifland near it was overgrown with heath, 
and about three years ago the ground threw up all that heath from the very root, fo 
that theiO is not nbw one fhrub of it iaall this ifland. Such as have occafion to travel 
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'by land between South- Vift and Benbecula, or Benbecula and North- Vift, had need of a 
guide to direft them, and to oblerve the tide when low, and alfo for crofl^g the chan* 
nel at the right fords, elfe they cannot pafs without danger. 

There are fome houfes under-ground in this ifland, and they are in all' points like 
thofe deferibed in North-Viil ; one of them is in the Sodth Ferry-Town, oppofite tn 
Barray. The cattle produced here, are like thofe of North-Vift, and there are above 
three Hundred deer in this ifland : it was believed generally, that no venomous creature 
was here, yet of late fome little vipers have been feen in the fouth end of the ifland. 

The natives fpeak the Irifh tongue more perfeftly here, than in mofl: of the other 
iflanefs ; partly becaufe of the remotenefs, and the fmall number of thofe that fpeak 
Engli/h, and partly becaufe fume of them are fcholars, and verfed in the Irifli> language. 
They wear the fame habit with the neighbouring iflanders. 

The more anaent people continue to wear the old drefs, efpecially women : they are 
a bofpitable well-meaning people, but the misfortune of their education difpofes them 
to uncharitablenefs, and rigid thoughts of thei^ proteflant neighbours ^ though at the 
fame time they find it convenient to make alliances with them. The churches here are 
St. Columba and St. Mary’s in Hogh-morc, the moit centrical place in the ifland ; St. 
Jeremy’s chapels, St. Peter’s, St. Bannan, St. Michael, St. Donnan. 

There is a flonc fet up near a mile to the fouth of Columbus’s church, about eight 
feet high, and two feet broad : it is called by the natives the Bowing-ftone i for when 
the inhabitants had the firlt fight of the church, they fet up this fione,and there bowed 
aild faid the Lord’s Prayer. There was a buckle of gold found in Einort ground fome 
twenty years ago, which was about the value of feven guineas. 

As I came from South- Vift, I perceived about fixty horfemen riding along the iandaf, 
direding their courfe for the ead fea ; and being between m^and the fun, they made a 
great figure on the plain fands : we difeovered them to be natives of Suuth-Vift, for 
they alighted from their horfes, and went to gather cockles in the fands, which are ex- 
ceeding plentiful there. This ifland is the propeiiy of Allan Mac-donald of Moydart, 
head of the tribe of Mac-donaid, called Clanronalds ; one of the chief families defeend- 
ed of Mac-donald, who was Lord and King of the iflands. He and all the inhabitants 
are Papi(l$!, except fixty, who arc Protefiants : the Papifis obferve all the feftivals of their 
church, they have a general cavalcade on All-Saints Day, and then they bake Su 
Michael’s cake at night, and the family and firangers eat it atfupper. 

Fergus Beaton hath the following ancient Irifh manuferipts in the Irifh charafler ; to 
wit, Avicenna^ Averroes^ Joannes de Ftgo, BemardUs Gordonus, and feveral volumes of 
Hyjiocrates, 

The ifland of Barray lies about two leagues and a half to the fouth-weft of the ifland 
South-Vifl: ; it is five miles in length, and three in breadth, bring in all refpe£b like the 
iflands lying dire£lly north from it. The ead fidp is rocky, and the weft arable ground, 
and yields a good produce of the fame grain that both Vifts do they ufe likewife the 
fame way for enriching their land with fea-ware. There is plenty of cod and ling got on 
the eaft and fouth-fides of this ifland : feveral fmall fhipe trout Orkney come hither in 
fummer, and afterward return loadco with cod and ling. 

Thereis a fafe harbour on the ndrth-eaft fide of^array, where thebe is great pjleqjly 
offifh. * . » 

The rivers on the eaft fide afford falmons, fome of whiclf are fpeckled like thefe men- 
tioned in North-Vift, but they are more fuccefsful here in catching them. The natives 
go with three federal herring-nets, and. lay them crofs-ways in the Hyer where the fal- 
.mon are moft numerous, ai\d betwixt them and the fea. Thefe falmon at the fight or 
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ihadow of the {ieople make towards the fea, and feeling the net from the furface to the 
ground, jump over the firft, then the fecond, but being weakened, cannot get over the 
third net, and fo are catched. They delight to leap above water, and fwim on the fur- 
iace ; one'of the natives told me, that he killed a falmon with a gun, as jumping above 
water. 

They informed me alfo, that many barrels of them might be taken in the rivet above- 
mentioned, if there was any encouragement for curing and tranlporting them. I’here 
are feveral old forts to be feen here, in form like thofe in the other iflands. In the 
fouth end of this iiland there is an orchard, which produces trees, but few of them bear 
fruit in regard of their neamefs to the lea. All forts of roots and plants gfow plentifully 
n it ; fome years ago tobacco did grow here, being of all plants the molt grateful to the 
natives, for the iflanders love it mightily. 

The little ifland Kifinul lies about a quarter of a mile from the fouth of this ille ; it is 
the feat of Mac-neil of Barray, there is a Hone wall round it two Itories high, reaching 
the fea, and within the wail there is an old tower and an hall, with other houfes about 
it. There is a little magazine in the tower, to which no ftranger has accefs. I faw the 
officer called the Cockman, and an old cock he is : when I bid him ferry me over the 
water to the ifland, he told me that he was but an inferior officer, his bulinefs being to 
attend in the tower ; but if (fays he) the conllable, who then Hood on the wall, will give 
you accefs, I’ll ferry you over. I defired him to procure me the conftable’s permiffion, 
and 1 would reward him ; but having waited fome hours for the conftable’s anfwer, and 
not receiving any, I was obliged to return without feeing this famous fort. Macniel 
and his lady being abfent, was the caufe of this difficulty, and of my not feeing the place. 
I was told fome weeks after, that the conllable was very apprehenfive of fome defignT 
might have in viewing thfc fort, and thereby to expofe it to the conqueft of a foreign 
power ; of which I fuppofed there was no great caufe of fear. The natives told me 
there is a well in the village Tangftill, the water of which being boiled, grows thick like 
puddle. There is ahother well not far from TangftUl, which the inhabitants liiy in a 
fertile year throws up many grains of barley in July and Augull. And they fay that 
the well of Kilbar throws up embrios of cockles, but I could not difeem any in the ri- 
vulet, the air being at that time foggy. The church in this iiland is called Kilbarr, i. e. 
St. Barr’s church. There is a little chapel by it, in which Macneil, and thofe defeended 
of his family, arc ufually interred. The natives have St. Ban’s wooden image Handing 
on the altar, covered with linen in form of a fhirt : all their greateft aifeverations are 
by this faint. I came very early in the morning with an intention to fee this image, 
but was difappointed ; for the natives prevented me, by cai rying it away, left 1 might 
take occafton to ridicule their ‘fuperftition, as fome proteftants have done formerly : 
and when I was gone, it was again expofed on the altar. They have feveral traditions 
concerning this great faint. There is a chapel ^ about half a mile on the fouth fide of 
the hill near St. ^rr’s church) where 1 had occafton to get an. account of a tradition con- 
cerning this /aint, which was thus : the inhabitants having begun to build the church, 
which they dedicated to liim, they laid this wooden image whhin it, hut it was inviftbly 
tranfported (as they fay) to the place where the church now ftands, and found there 
emery morning.” This miraculou% conveyance is the reafon they give for deftfting to 
work where they firft began. { told my informer that this extraordinary motive was 
fufficient to determine the c^e, if true, but alked his pardon to diftent from him, far I 
had not faith enough to believe this miracle ; at which he was furprized, telling me in 
the mean time that this tradition hath been faitbfiully conveyed by the pHefts and natives 
fucceffively to this day. The fouthern iflands are, i. Mulflonilh, about a mile in cir- 
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cumference ; it is high in the middle, covered over with heath and grafs, and is the only 
foreft here for maintaining the deer, being commonly about feventy or eighty in num- 
ber. 2. The ifland Sandreray lies foutherly of Barray, from which it is feparated by a 
narrow channel, and is three miles in circumference, having a mountain in the middle ; 
it is deHgned for pafturage and cultivation. On the fouth (idc there is an harbour 
convenient for finall veffels, that come yearly here to fiih for cod and ling, which 
abound on the coaft of this ifland. 3. The ifland Sandreray, two miles in circumfer- 
ence is fruitful in com and grafs, and feparated by a narrow channel from Vattcrl'ay. 
4. To the fouth of thefe lies the ifland Bemera, about two miles in circumference ; it 
excels other iilands of the fame extent for cultivation and filhing. The natives never 
go a fifliing while Macneil or his lieward is in the ifland, left feeing their plenty of filh, 
perhaps they might take occafion to raife their rents. There is an old fort in this ifland,- 
having a vacuity round the walls, divided in little apartments. The natives endure a 
great fatigue in manuring their ground with fea-ware, which they carry in ropes upon 
their backs over high rocks. They likewife, fallen a cow to a ftake, and fpread a 
quantity of fand on the ground, upon which the cow’s dung falls, and this they mingle 
together, and lay it on the arable land. They take great numbers of fea-fowls from 
the adjacent rocks, and fait them with the alhes of burnt fea*ware in cows' hides, which 
preferves them from putrefattion. 

I'here is a fort of ftone in this ifland, with which the natives frequently rub their 
breads by way of prevention, and fay it is a good prefervative for health. This is all 
the medicine they ufe ; providence is very favourable to them, in granting them a good 
Hate of health, fince they have no phyfician among them. 

The inhabitants are very hofpitable, and have a cuftom, that when any ftrangers from 
the northern iflands refort thither, the natives, immediately* after their landing, oblige 
them to eat, even though they (hould have liberally eat and drunk but an hour before their 
landing there. And this meal they call Bieyta'v ; i. e. Ocean Meat ; for they prefume 
that the (harp air of the ocean, which indeed furrounds them, muft needs give them a 
good appetite. Aud whater number of ftrangers come there, or of whatfoever quality 
or fox, they are regularly lodged according to ancient cuftom, that is, one only in a 
family ; by which cuftom a man cannot lodge with his own wife, while in this ifland. 
Mr. John Campbell, the prefent minifter of Harries, told me, that his father being then 
parfon of Harries, and minifter of Barray (for the natives at that time were Proteftants) 
carried his wife along with him, and reftded in this ifland for fome time, and they dif- 
pofed of him, his wile and fervants in manner above-mentioned : and fuppofe Macneil of 
Barray and his lady ftioukl go thither, he would be obliged to comply with this ancient 
cuftom. 

There is a large root grows among the rocks of this ifland lately difeovered, the na- 
tives call it Curran- Petris, of a whitilh colour, and upwards of two feet in length, where 
the ground is deep, and in lhape and fize like a large carrot ; where the ground is not fo 
deep, it grows much thicker, but ^lorter : the top of it is like that of a carrot. 

The rock Linmull, about half a mile in circumference, is indifferently high, and almoft 
inacceflible, except in one place, and that is by climbing, which is very difficult. This 
rock abounds with fea-fowls that build and hatch, here in fummer; fuc 4 i as thegu^le- 
mot, coultcr-neb, puffin, &c. The chief climber is commonly called gingich, and this 
name imports a big man having ftrength and courage prbportionable. When they ap- 
proach the rock with the boat, Mr. Gingich jumps out firft upon a ftone on the rbek- 
fide, and then tty the aflillance of a rope of horfe-hair, he draws his fellows out of the 
boat upon this high rock,, and draws the reft up after him with the rope, till they all 
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arrive at the top, where they purchafe a confidcrable quantity of fowls and eprgs. 
Upon their return to the boat, this runs a great hazard, by jumping hi’ft into 
the boat again, where the violent fea continually rages ; having but a few fowls more 
than his fellows, befides a greater efteem to compenlate his courage. When a te« 
nant’s wife in this or the adjacent iflands dies, he then addreflcs himfelf to Macneil of 
Barray, reprefenting his lofs, and at the fame time defires that he would be pl^afed to 
recommend a wife to him, without Which he cannot manage his ailairs, nor beget fob 
lowers to Macneil, which would prove a public lofs to him. Upon this reprefentation, 
Macneil finds out a fuitable match for him ; and the woman’s name being told him, 
immediately he goes to her, carrying with him a bottle of Arong waters for their en« 
tertainnient at marriage, which is then confummated. 

When a tenant dies, the widow addreifeth herfelf to Macneil in the fame manner, 
who likewife provides her with a hulband, and they are married without any further 
courtlhip. There is in this ifiand an altar dedicated to St. ChriAopher, at which the 
natives perform their devotion. 1 here, is a flonc fet up here, about feven feet high ; 
and when the inhabitants come near it, they take a religious turn round it. 

If a tenant chance to lofe his milk-cows by the feVerity of the fcafon, or any other 
misfortune ; in this cafe Macneil of Barray fuppHes him with the like number that he 
loA. 

When any of thefe tenants are fo far advanced in years that they are incapable to 
till the ground, Macneil takes fuch old men into his own family, and maintains them all 
their lives after. The natives obferve, that if fix Iheep are put a grazing in the little 
ifiand Pabbay, five of them Aill appear fat, but the fixth a poor (kcleton ; but any num- 
ber in this ifland not exceeding five are always very fat. There is a little ifland not far 
from this, called Micklay, af the fame extent as Pabbay^ and hath the fi\me way of feed- 
ing fheep. Thefe little iflands afford excellent hawks. 

The ifles above mentioned, lying near to the fouth of Barray, arc commonly called the 
Bilhop’s Ifles, becaufechey are held of the bifhop. Sonie ifles lie on the eaA and north 
of Barray, as Fiaray, Mellifay, Buya Major and Minor, Lingay, Fuda; they afford paf- 
turage, and are commodious for fifhing ; and the latter being about two miles in cir- 
cumference, is fertile in corn and grafs. There is a good anchoring place next to the 
ifle on the north-eaA fide. 

The Aeward of the leffer and fouthem iflands is reckoned a great man here, in re- 
gard of the perquifites due to him ; fuch as a particular fhare of all the lands, corn, 
butter, cheefe, fifb, &c. which thefe iflands produce : the ineafure of barley paid him 
by each family yearly is an omcr, as they call it, containing about two pecks. 

There is an inferior officer, who alfo hath a right to a fhare of all the fame produfls. 
Next to thefe come in courfe thofe of-the loweA poAs, fuch as the cockman and porter, 
each of whom hath his refpedive due, which is punctually paid. 

Macneil of Barray, and all his followers, are Roman Catholics, one only excepted, 
viz. Murdock. Macneil} and it may perhaps be thoi^ht no fmail virtue in him to ad- 
here to the Proteflant communion, confidering the enfadyantages he labours under by 
the want of bis chief's favour, which is much leffened for being a heretic, as they call 
him, ,.A11 the inhabitants obferve the, anniverfary of St. Barr, being th& a^th of Sep- 
tember ; it is performed riding: on horfeback, and the folemnity is concluded by three 
turns round St. Barr's church.* This brings into my mind a Aory which was told me 
concerning a foreign prieA, and the entertainment he met with after his arrival there 
fome years ago, as fallows : this prieA happened to land here upon the very day, and at 
the particular hour of this folemnity, which was the more acceptable to the inhabiunts, 
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who then dcfired him to preach a commemoration fermon to the honour of their patrop 
St. Barr, according to the ancient ciiftom of the place. At this the pricft was fur- 
prifed, he never having heard of St. Barr before that day ; and therefore knowing no- 
thing of his virtues, could fay nothing concerning him : but told them, that if a fernion 
to the honour of St. Paul or St. Peter could* pleafe them, thc'y might have it infbntly. 
This anfwer of his was fo difagreealile to them, that they plainly told him he could be 
no true prieft, if he had not heard of St. Barr, for the pope himfelf had heard of him ; 
but this would not perfuade the pried, fo that they parted much dilTatisfied with one an- 
other. They have likewife a general cavalcade on St. Michael’s day in Kilbar village, 
and do then alfo take a turn round their church. Every family, as fuon as the fo. 
letnnity is ended, is accudomed t6 bake St. Michael’s cake, as above deferibed ; and all 
ftrangers, together with thofe of the family, mud eat the bread that night. 

This ifland, and the adjacent lefl’er illands, belong in property to Macneil, being the 
thirty-fourth of that name by lineal defeent that has polfeffed this ifland, if the prefent 
genealogcrs may he credited. He holds his lartds in vaflalage of Sir Donald Macdonald ■. 
of Sia;e, to ulioni he pays 40I. per ann. and a hawk, if required, and is obliged to fur*. 
nifli him a certain number of men upon extraordinary .occalions- 

ft 

The ancient and mdcmCuJloms of the Inhabitants of the Wejiern JJlands' of Scotland , . 

EVI RY heir, or young chieftain of a tribe, was obliged in honour to give a public 
fpecimen of his valour, before he was ou^ned and. declared governor .or leader of hiS 
people, who obeyed and followed him upon all occalions. . 

This chieftain was ufually at tended with a retinue of young men of quality, who had t 
not beforehand given any proof of their valour, and wer^ ambitious of .fucb an opa- 
pprtunity to fignalize thctnfelves. 

It was ufual for the captain to lead them, to makfe a defperate incurfion upon fome 
neighbour or other that they were in feud with; and they wex^ obliged to bring b/. 
open force the cattle they found in the lands they attacked, or to die in the attempt. 

After the performance of this atchievement, the young chieftmn was ever after re< 
puted valiant and worthy of government, and fuch as were of 'his retinue acquired the 
like reputation. This cufloin being reciprocally ufed among them, was not reputed ! 
robbery ; for the damage which one tribe fuflained by this effay of the chieftain of an--, 
othirj was repaired when their chieftain came in his turn to make his fpecimen : but 
I -have not heard an inflance of this prance for thefe fixty years pail. 

The formalities obferved at the cntiance of thefe chieftains upon thegpvemmtiit of 
their clans were as follow : • . 

A heap of iloneswas erefted in form of a pyramid, on the top of which the ydurrg ' 
chieftain was placed, his friends and followers (landing, in a circle round about him, 
hts elevation fignifying his authority over them, and^'their flanding below- their fab- 
jedion to him. One of his principal friends delivered inta his hands the. fword wore 
oy his father, and there was a white rod delivered to him likewile at the fame time. 

Immediately after the. chief druid (or orator) flood clofe to the. pyramid, and pro- 
nounced a rhetorical panegyrick, .fitting for;h ihe»aiieHnt pedigree, .vatour, .and libe- 
rality of the family, as incentives to the. young chieftash, and iSt for his imitation. 

It) was. their cuflom, when any chieftain marched upon a military expedition, to draw 
fome blood froi^ the iirft animal that chanced to meet them upon the enemy *.« ground, 
and thereafter to.fprinkle fome of it upOn .their colo.urs. This they irckoned as a good . 
omen of future fuccefs. . 
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They had their fixed officers, who were ready to attend them upon all occafioit, 
whether military or civil. Some families continue them from father to fon, particularly 
Sir Donald Macdonald has his principal ftandard-bcarer and quarter-maftcr. The latter 
has a right to all the hides of cows killed upon any of the occafions mentioned above ; 
and this I have feen exa£led punctually, though the officer had no charter for the fame, 
but only cuftom. 

They bad a confiant centinel on the top of their houfes called gockmin, or, in the 
Englifti tongue, cockman ; who was obliged to watch day and night, and, at the ap- 
proach of any body, to afle, “ Who comes there ?’* This officer is continued in Barray 
flill, and has the perquifites due to his place paid him duly at two terms in the year. 

There was a competent number of young gentlemen, called Luchhaeb^ or Gtiard de 
Corps ^ who always attended the chieftain at home and abroad, '^’iiey wore well trained 
in managing the fword and target, in wrefiling, fwitnming, junipii>g, dancing, (Imoting 
with bows and arrows, and were ftout feamen. 

Every chieftain had a bold armour-bearer, whofc bui.itcfs was always to attend the 
perfon of his mafler night and day to prevent any furprize, and this man was called 
Galloglacb ; he had likewife a double portion of meat affigned him at every meal. The 
meafure of meat ufually given him, is called to this day that is, a man’s por- 

tion ; meaning thereby an extraordinary man. whofe ftrength and courage difiinguifhed 
him from the common fort. 

Before they engaged the enemy in battle, the chief druid harangued the army to ex- 
cite their courage. He was placed on an eminence, from whence he addrt (lid him- 
felf to all of them Handing about him, putting them in mind of what great things were 
performed by the valour of their anccitors, raifed their hopes with the noble rewards 
of honour and viClory, aiKl difpelled their fears by ail the topics that natural courage 
could fuggeft. After this harangue, the army gave a general Ihout, and then charged 
the enemy ftoutly. This, in the ancient language, was called brofniebiy kah, i. e. an in- 
centive to war. This cuHom of fliouting aloud is believed to have taken its rife from 
an inflinft of nature, it being attributed to mod nations that have been of a martial 
genius : as by Homer to the Trojans, by Tacitus to the Germans, by Livy to the Gauls. 
Every great family in the ifles had a chief druid, who foretold future events, and de- 
cided .all caufes civil and ecclefiailical. It is reported of them that they wrought in the 
night-time, and refted all day. Caefar fays they worlhipped a deity under the name of 
Tarainis, or Taran, which, in Welfh fignifies thunder ; and in the ancient language of 
the Highlanders, Torin fignifies thunder alfo. 

Another God of the Britons was Belus, or Belinus, whith feems to have been the 
Afiyrian God Bel, or Belus ; and probably from this Pagan deity comes tlte Scots term 
of Beltin, the day of May, having its fi-. ft rife from the cullom practifed 

by the druids in the ifles, of cxtinguiihing all the fires in the parilli until the tythes 
were paid ; and upon payment- of them, the fires were kindled in each fantily, and 
never till then. In thofe days malefactors were burpt between two fires ; hcnco when 
they would exprefs a man to be in a great (Irait, they fay, “’he is between two fires of 
Bel,” which in their language they exprefs thiui, Kdir da bin Vcaul or Bel. Some 
object that thei druids could not be ip the ifles, becaufe no oaks grow there, I'o which 
I anfwer, that in thofe days oaks ' fid grow there, and to this day there be oaks growing 
in fome of them, particularly in Sleat, the moft foui hern part of the ifieof Skic. The 
hoa&s named after thofe druids Hull be deferibed elfewhere. 

The manner of ^Linking ufed by the chief me*» of the ifles, Is called :h their langnnge 
/Ireaby i. e. a round ; for the company fat in a circle, the,cup-btarer filled the drink 
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routtd to them, and all was drank out, whatever the liquor was, whether (Irong or 
weak i they continued drinking fometimes twenty-four, foinetimes forty-eight hours ; 
•it was reckoned a piece of manhood to drink until they became drunk, and there were 
two men with a barrow attending pundually on fuch occafions. They ftood at the 
door until foine became drunk, and they carried them upon the barrow to bed, and 
returned again to their pod: as long as any continued frelh, and fo carried off the whole 
company one by one as they became drunk. . Several of my acquaintance have been 
witnelTes to this cuftom of drinking, but it is now abolifhcd. 

Among perfons of dillin£tion it was reckoned an affront upon any company to broach- 
a piece of wine, ale, or aquavita^ and not to fee it all drank out at one meeting. If 
any man chance to go out from the company, though but for a few mmu:cs, he is 
obliged upon his return., and before he take his feat, to make an apology for his ab- 
fence in rhyme ; whic , if ha cannot perform, be is liable to fuch a (hare ot the reckon- 
ing as the company thinks fit to impofe ^ which cuftom obtains in many places dill, 
and is called beanchiy bard^ which, in their language, fignifies the poet*s congratulating 
the company. 

It hath been an antient cjf''>m :.i thefe ides, and (till continues, when any number 
of men retire into a huu<e, eithr to difeourfe of ferious bufinefs, or to pals fome time 
in drinking ; upon th . uccadons the door of the houfe (lands open, and a rod is put 
crofs the fame, which is underflood to be a fign to all perfons without diflindion not 
to approach and if any fhould be fo rude as to take up this rod, and come in un- 
called, he is furc ' be no welcome guell ( for this is accounted fuch an affront to the 
company, that they are bound in honour to refent it ; and the perfon offending may 
come to have his hsad broken, if he do not meet with a hardier reception. 

The chieftain is ufually attended with a numerous retiniih when he goes a' hunting 
the deer, this being his hrfl fpecimen of manly exercife. All his clothes, arms, and 
bunting-equipage are, upon his return from the hills, given to the^forefler, according to 
cuftom. 

Every family had commonly two ftewards, which, in their language, were called 
mar'tfcball taeh : the firfl ot thefe ferved always at home, and was obliged to be well 
verled in the pedigree of all the tribes in the ides, and in the Highlands of Scotland } 
for it was his province to afligo every man at table bis feat according to his quality ; 
and this was done without one word fpeakhig, only by drawing a fcore with a white 
rod which this martfcball had in his hand, before the perfon who was bid by him to fit 
down : and this was ncceffary to prevent diforder and contention ; and, though the 
marijcball might fometimes be miflaken, the mafter of the family incurred no cenfure 
by luch an efcape ; but this cuftom has been laid afide of late. They had alfo 'cup- 
bearers, who always filled and carried the cup round the company, and he himfelf 
drank off the Brfl draught. They had likewife purfe-mafters, who kept their money. 
Both thefe officers had an hereditary right to thdr office in writing, and each of them 
had a town and land for his fervice; for fome of thofe rights I have feen iairly written 
<m good parchment. ' , ' . . 

Befides the ordinary rent paid by 'the tenant to his niaft«% if a cow brought forth 
two calves at, a time, which indeed is extraordinary^t ot an ewe two lamb^* which is (ri:- 
quent, the tenant paid to the mailer one of the calves eV lanibs ; and -the mafter, on his 
part, wa8 obliged, if any of bis tenant^ wives bore twins, to take one of them, apd 
breed him in his own family. 1 have known a gentleman wtio had fixteen of thefe twins 
in his &mily at k time. 
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Their ancient leagues of friendlhip were ratified by drinlung a drop of each other's 
blood, which was commonly drawn out of the little finger. This was religioufly ob* 
ferved as a facred bond ; and if any perfon after fuch an alliance happened to violate 
the fame, he was from that time reputed unworthy of all honeft men’s conveifarion. 
Before money became current, the chieftains in the ifles bellowed the cow's head, feet, 
and all the entrails upon their dependents foch as the phyfician, orator, poet, bard, 
inulicians, See. and the fame was divided thus : the fmith had the head, the piper had 
the, &c. 

IT was an ancient cullom among the iflanders to hang a he>goat to the boat’s mafl, 
hoping thereby to procure a favourable wind : but this is not pra£lifed at prefent ; 
though I am told it hath been done once by fome of the vulgar within thefe thirteen 
years lall pad. 

They had an univerfal cudom of pouring a cow's milk upon a little hill, or big done, 
where the fpirit called Browny was believed to lodge: this fpirit always appeared in 
the fliape of a tall man, having very lodg brown hair. There was fcarce any the lead 
village in which this fuperditious cudom did not prevail. I enquired the reafon of it 
from feveral well-meaning women, who until of late had praflifed it ; and they told me 
that it had been tranfmitted to them by their anceilors fuccefsfully, who believed it was 
attended with good fortune, but the mod credulous of the vulgar had now laid it afide. 
It was an ordinary thing among the over-curious to confult an invifible oracle concern- 
ing the fate of families and battles, &c. This was performed three different ways : the 
fird was by a company of men, one of whom being detached by lot, w<is afterwards 
carried to a river, which was the boundary between two villages ; four of the company 
laid hold of him, and having (hut his eyes, they took him by the legs and arms, and 
then tolling him to and again, druck his hips with force againd the bank. One of them 
cried out, “ What is it you have got here ?’* Another anfwers, “ A log of birch- 
wood.” The other pries again, ** Let his invifible friends appear from all quarters, and 
let them relieve him by giving an anfwer to our prefent demands and in a few mi- 
nutes after a number of little creatures came from the fea, who anfwered the quedion, 
and difappeared fuddenly. The man was then fet at liberty, and they alt returned 
home, to take their meafures according to the prediflion of their falfe prophets ; but 
the poor deluded fools were abufed, for the anfwer was dill ambiguous. This was 
always pra£lifed in the night, and may litei^lly be called the works of darknefs. 

I had an account from the mod intelligent and judicious men in the ille of Skie, that 
about fixty-two years ago the oracle was thus confulted only once, and that was in the 
parilh of Kiimartin, on the eaft fide, by a wicked and mifehievous race of people, who 
are now extinguilhed both root and. branch. ' 

The fecond way of confuking the oracle was by a party of men, who fird retired to 
folitary places, remote from any houfe, and there they iingled out one of their number, 
and wrapt him in a big cow’s hide, which they folded about him : his whole body was 
covered with it except hjs head, and fo left in thisepodure all night, until his invifible 
friends relieved him, by giving a proper anfwer to the quedion in hand ; which he re- 
ceived, as he fancied, from feveral perfpns that he*found about him all that time. His 
conforts returned to him at break w day, and then he communicated his npws to them 
which often proved fatal to |bofe concerned in fuch unwarrantable enquiries. 

.There was a third way of coofulting, which wasju^onfirmation of the fecond above 
mentioned. The fame company who put the man into the hide, took a live cat and put 
him on a fpU j ofie of the number was employed to turn the fpit, and one of his con- 
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forts enquired of him, “ What are you doing ?” He anfwered, ** I roaft this cat until 
his friends anfwer the queOioti which mult be the fame that was propofed by the 
man Ihut up in the hide. And afterwards a very big cat comes, attended by a number 
of IciTer cats, dcliring to relieve the cat turned upon the fpit, and then anfwers the 
queftibn. If this anfwer proved the fame that was given to the man in the hide, then it 
was taken as a confirmation of the other, which in this cafe was believed infallible. 

Mr. Alexander Cooper, prefent minifter ofNorth.Vift, told me that one John Erach, 
m the ifle of Lewis, alTured him that it was his fate to have been led by his curiofity 
with fome who confulted this oracle, and that he was a night within the hide, as above 
mentioned ; during which time he felt and heard fuch terrible things, that he could not 
exprefs them : the impreflion it made on him was fuch as could never go off, and he 
faid that for a thoufand worlds he would never again be concerned in the like perfor- 
mance, for this had difordcred him to a high degree. He confeffed it ingenuoufly, and 
with an air of great remorfe, and Teemed to be very penitent under a ju(l fenfe of To 
great a crime : he declared this about five years,fince, and is ffill living in the ifland of 
Lewis, for, any thing I know. The inhabitants here did alfo make ufe of a fire called 
Tin-criUt i. e. a forced fire, or fire of neceffity, which they ufed as an antidote againff 
the plague or murrain in cattle ; and it was performed thus : all the fires in the parilh 
were extinguiflted, and then eighty.one married men, being thought the neceffary num- 
ber for efi'c&ing this defign, took two great planks of wood, and nine of them were 
employed by turns, who by their repeated efforts rubbed one of the planks againff the 
other until the heat thereof produced fire ; . and from this forced fire each family is 
fupplied with new fire, which is no fooner kindled than a pot full of water is quickly 
fet on it, and afterwards fprinkled upon the people infeded with the plague, or upon 
the cattle that have the murrain. And this they all fay they.find fuccefsful by experi. 
ence : it was pradifed in the main land, oppofite to the fouth of Skie, within thefe thirty 
years. 

They preferve their boundaries from being liable to any debates by their fucceffors 
thus : they lay a quantity of the afhes of burnt wood in the ground, and put big floncs 
above the fame ; and for conveying the knowledge of this to pollerity, they carry Tome 
boys from both villages next the boundary, and there whip them foundly, which they 
will be fure to remember, and tell it to their children. A debate having rifen betwixt 
the villages of Ofe and Groban in Skie, they found aihes as above mentioned under a 
Hone, which decided the controverfy. It was an ancient cuftom in the illands, that a 
man Ihould take a maid to his wife, and keep her the fpace of a year without marrying 
her ; and if (he pleafed him all the while, he married her at the end of the year, and 
legitimated thefe children ; but if he did not love her, he returned her to her parents 
and her portion alfo ; and if there happened to be any children, they were kept by the 
father : but this unreafonable cuffom was long ago brought into difufe. 

It is common in thefe illands when a tenant dies, for the mailer to have his choice of 
all the horfes which belonged to the deceafed ; and this was called the eacbfuin hortKeiday 
i. e. a lord’s gift : for the .firll ufe bf it was from a gift of a horfc granted by all the 
fubjeds in Scotland for relieving King .... «from his imprifonment in England. 
There was another duty payable by *all the tenants to their chief, though they did npt 
live upon his lands ; and this is called calpich : there* was a Handing law' for it alfo, called 
calpidAvH ; and I am informed that this is exacted by fome in the main land to this day. 

Women were anciently denied the ufe of writing in the iflands, to prevent love In- 
ttigues : their parents believed that nature was too SalixA in that matter, and needed nc'C 
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the help of education ; and therefore that writing would be of dangerous confequence 
to the weaker fex. 

The orators, in their language caUed\^</</»‘‘,were’in high efteemboth in thefe illahds 
and the continent ; until within thefe forty years they fat always among the nobles and 
chieis of families in the Jireab or circle. Their houfes and little villages were fane-, 
tuarics, as well as churches, and they took place before doftors of pliyfic. The orators, 
after the druids were extinft, were brought in to preferve the genealogy of families, 
and to repeat the fame at every fucceflion of a chief ; and upon the occafion of mar- 
riages and births, they made epithalamiums and panegyrics, which the poet or bard 
pronounced. The orators by the force of their eloquence had a powerful afeendant 
over the greated men in their time; for if any orator did but aik the habit,, arms, horfe, 
or any other thing belonging to the greated men in thefe idands, it was readily granted 
them, fometimesout of refped;, and fometimes for fear of being exclaimed againd by a 
fatiro, which in thofe days was reckoned a great diihonour : but thefe gentlemen be- 
coming infolent, lod ever fince both th<^ profit and edeem which was formerly due to 
their cliaracter ; for neither thdr panegyrics nor fatires are regarded to what they have 
been, and they arc now allowed but a fmall falary. I mud not omit to relate their 
way of dudy, which is very fingular: they Ihut their doors and windows for a day’s 
time, and lie on their backs, with a done upon their belly, and plaids about their hea^, 
and their eyes being covered, they pump thdr brains for rhetorical encomium or 
panegyric ; and indeed they fumifh fuch a dyle from this dark cell as is underdood by 
very few ; and .if they purchafe a couple of horfes as the reward of their meditation, 
they think they have done a great matter. The poet or bard had a title to the bride- 
groom’s upper garb, that is, the plaid and boijnet; but now he is fatished with what 
the bridegroom pleafes to«give him on fuch occafions. 

There was an ancient cudom in the ifland of Lewis, to make a hery circle about the 
houfes, corn, cattle, &c< belonging to each particular family : a man carried fire in his 
right hand, and went'round, and it was called dejftl^ from the right hand, which in the 
ancient language is called defs. An indance of this round was performed in the vil- 
lage Shadir, in Lewis, about fixteen years ago (as 1 was told), but it proved fatal to 
the praftifer, called Mac-Calluni ; for after he had carefully performed this round, 
that very night following he and his family were fadly furprifed, and all his houfes, corn, 
cattle, &c. were confumed with fire. This fuperllitious cudom is quite abolilhed now, 
for there has not been above this one indance of it in forty years pad. 

There is another way of the dejftl^ or carrying fire round about women before they 
are churched, after child-bearing ; and it is ufed likewife about children until they are 
chridentd ; both which arc performed in the morning and at night. This is only 
praflifed now by fome of the ancient midwives : I enquired their reafon forthis cudom, 
which I told them was altogether unlawful ; this diiobliged them mightily, infnnuch 
that they would give me no fatisfaAion. But others, that were of a mqre agreeable 
temper, told^ me that fire-round was an effectual means to preferve both the mother 
and the infant from the 'power of evil fpirits, who'are ready at fuch times to do mif- 
chief, and fometimes carry away the infant; and .when they get them once in .their 
pc^eiiion, retttrn them poor meagre Ikeletons : and thefe infants are faid to have vora- 
cious appetites, condantly craving for meat. In this cafe it was ufual with thofe who 
believed that their children were thus taken away, to dig a grave in the fields upon 
quarter-day, and there to lay the fairy- ikekton till- next morning ; at which time the 
parents went to- tjie- place, where they double^ not to find their own child inllead of' 
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this fkefeton. Some of the poorer fort of people in thefe iilands retain the cudom of 
performing thefe rounds fun- ways about the perfons of their benefaftors three times, 
whefl they blefs them, and wifli good fuccefs to all their enterprizes. Some are very 
careful when they fet’^out to fea that the boat be firft rowed about fun- ways ; and if this 
be neglected, they are afraid their voyage may prove unfortunate. I had this cere- 
mony paid me (when in the ifland of 11a) by a poor woman, after I had given her an 
alms : I defired her to let alone that compliment, for I did not care for it ; hut Ihe 
infifted to make the<c three ordinary turns, and then prayed that God and Mac-Charmig, 
the patron faint of that ifland, mi^>ht blefs and profper me in ail my deflgns and affairs. 

I attempted twice to go from lla to Coilonfay, and at both times they rowed about 
the boat fun-ways, though I forbid them to do it } and by a contrary wind the boat 
and thofe in it were forced back. I took boat again a third time from Jura to Col- 
lonfay, and at the fame time forbid them to row about their boat, which they obeyed, 
and then vve landed fafely at Coilonfay without any ill adventure, which feme of the 
crew did not believe poflSble, for want of the sound ; but this one inflance hath con- 
vinced them of the vanity of this fuperfliiious ceremony. Another ancient cuflom 
obferved on the fecond of February, which the papifls there yet retain, is this : the 
niiftrers and fervants of each family take a flieaf of oats, and drefs it up in wdnien*s 
apparel, put it in a large bafket, and lay a wooden cluh by it, and this they call Briids^ 
bed ; and then the miftrefs and fervants cry three times, Briid is come, briid is welcome. 
This they do Juft before going to beil, and when they rife in the morning they lo .k 
among the ames, expelling to fee the imprt'ffion of BriiiTu club there ; which if they 
do, they reckon it a true prefage of a good crop and prolperous year, and the contrary 
they take as an ill omen. 

It has been an ancient cuftom amongft the natives, and row only ufed by fome old 
people, to fwear by their chief or laird*s hand. 

When a debate arifes between two perfons, if one of them aflert the matter by your 
father’s hand, they reckon it a great indignity ; but if they go a degree higher, and out 
of fpitc fay, by your father and grandfather’s hand, the next word is commonly accom- 
panied with a blow. 

It is a received opinion in thefe iflands, as well as in the neighbouring part of the 
main land, that women by a charm, or fome other fecret way, are able to convey the 
increafe of their neighbour’s cows milk to their own ufe ; and that the milk fo charmed 
doth not produce the ordinary quantity of butter ; and the curds made of that milk 
are fo tough, that it cannot be made fo firm as other cheefe, and is alfo much lighter 
in eight. 1 he butter fo taken away, and joined to the charmer’s butter, is evidently 
difcernible by a mark of reparation, viz. the diverfity of colours ; that which is charmed 
being Itill paler than that part of the butter which hath not been charmed ; and if butter 
having thefe marks be found with a fufpefted woman, (he is prefcfntly faid to be guilty. 
Thoir ufual way of recovering this lofs, is to take a little of the rennet from all the fuf- 
pcCfed perfons, and put it in an egg-fliell full of milk, and when that froiq the charmer 
is mingled with it, it prefently curdles, and not before. • 

This was afl'erted to me by the generality of the moft judicious people in thefe iflai* 
fome of them having, as they told me, come to the; knowledge of it to their coft. »ne 
women mal^c ufe of the root of groundfel as an amulet againft fuch charms, by putting 
it among their cream. . * 

Both men and women in thofe iflands, and in the nSghbouring main land, affirm 
that the incrcafb of inilk is likewifc tak^n away by trouts, if it happttfi that the difhes or 
pails wherein the milk is k^pr, be waflied in the rivulets where trouts are : and the way 
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to recover this damage is by taking a live trout and pouring milk into its mouth ; which 
they fay doth prefently cui:vlle> if was taken away by trouts, but otherwife they fay it 
is not. 

They affirm likewife that fome women have an art to take away the milk of nurfes. 

1 faw four women whofe milk were tried, that one might be chofen for a nurfe; and 
the woman pitched upon was after three days* fuckling deprived of her milk y whereupon 
file was fent away, and another put in^ her place ; and on the third day after, (he that 
was iirn; chofen recovered her milk* again* This was concluded to be the eiied: of 
witchcraft by fome of her neighbours. 

They alfo fay that fome have an art of taking a^vay the increafe of malt, and that the 
drink made of this malt hath neither life nor good tafte in it ; and on the contrary, the 
charmer hath very good ale all this time. A gentleman of my acquaintance, for the 
fpace of a year, could not have a drop of good ale in his houfe ; and having complained 
of it to all that converfed with him, he was at lad advifed to get fome yealc from every 
alehoufe in theparifh ; and having got a little from one particular man, he put it among 
his wort, which became as good ale as could be drank, and fo defeated the charm. After 
which the gentleman in whofe land this man lived banilhed him tbirty>fix miles from 
thence. 

They fay there arc women who have an art of taking a mote out of one’s eye, though 
at fome miles didance from the party grieved ; and this is the only charm thefe wo. 
men will avouch themfelves to underdand, as fome of them told me, and feveral of thefe 
men, out of whofe eyes motes were then taken, confirmed the truth of it to me. 

All thefe iflanders, and feveral thoufands on the neighbouring continent, are of opi- 
nion, that fome particular perfons have an evil eye, which aifeds children and cattle ; 
this they fay occadons freqqmt mifchances, and Ibmetimes death. 1 could name fome 
who are believed to have this unhappy faculty, though at the fame time void of any ill 
defign. This hath been an ancient opinion, as appears from that of the poet : 

T^e/dt quis teneros oculus mihi fajfimt agnos. 


Courts of Judicatory, 

AT the drd plantation of thefe ifles, all matters were managed by the foie authority 
of the heads of tribes, called in the Irifli thiarm^ which was the fame with tyrannus^ and 
now it lignifies lord or chief, there being no dandard of equity or judicc but what flowed 
from them ; and when their numbers incrcarcd, they ereded courts called mdct and in 
the Englilb, baron courts. 

The proprietor has the nomination of the members of this court ; he himfelf is pre- 
iident of it, and in his abfcnce his bailiff ; the minider of the parifh is always a member 
of it. ITiere are no attornies to plead the caufe of either party, for both men and 
women reprefent their rerpe£Uvc 'caufes; and there is always R fpcedy decifion, if the 
parties have their witnefle^ prefent, he. < 

There is a peremptory fentence pafles in court for ready payment ; and if the party 
againd whom jjudgment is given prove refraSory,* the other may fend the common 
offlicer, who has power to didrain^ and at the fame time to exa£l a nne of twenty pounds 
Scots, for the ufe of the proprjetor, and about two marks for himfelf. 

The heads of tribes had their ofFenfive and defenfive leagues, called bonds of man- 
drate and manrent in the Lowlands, by which each party was obliged tq affid one ano. 
ther upon all exti*aordinary emergencies: and ’though the differences between thofe 

chieftains 
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chieftains involved feveral confederates in a civil war, yet they obliged themfelves by 
the bond mentioned above to continue (ledfaft in their duty to their fovereign. 

When the proprietor gives a farm to his tenant, whether for one or more years, it is 
cuftomary to give the tenant a (tick of wood, and fome ilraw in his hand : this is imme- 
diately returned by the tenant again to his mailer, and then both parties are as much 
obliged to perform their refpeAive conditions, as if they had iigned a leafc or any other 
deed. 


Church Di/cipHne, 

EVERY pariili in the weftern illes has a church judicature, called the confiftory, or 
kirk-felfion, where the minifter prefides, and a competent number of laymen, called 
ciders, meet with him. They take cognizance of I'candals, cenfure faulty perfons, and 
with that ilridlnefs, as to give an oath to thofe who are fufpefted of adultery or forni- 
cation ; for which they are to be proceeded ^ainil according to the cuftom of the 
country. They meet after divine fervice ; the chief heretor of the pariih is prefent, to 
concur with them, and enforce their n&s by his authority, which is irrefiftible within 
the bounds of his jurifdidlion. 

A Form of Prayer ufed by many of the IJlanders at Sea if ter tlte m are hotfted 

[This Form is containtd in the In‘(h Liturgy cornpufed by Mr* John Kcrfwcll, afterwards Biftxop of Au 

gylt, printed in the year 1566, and dedicated to the Earl of Argyle* I have fet down the original^ for 

the futisfadiou of fuch readers asunderftand it.J 

MODH bendaighto luingo ag dul dionia idhe na fairrge. 

Abrah aon da chaeh marfo. * 

Da. 

An Stioradoir, Beanighidh ar long. 

Fregra Chaich, Go mbeandaighe dia athair i. 

An Stioradoir. Boanoaidhidh ar long. 

Fregra. Go mbeandaighe Jofa Criofd i. 

An Stioradoir. Beanoaidhidh ar long. 

Fregra. Go mbeandaighe an fhiorad naomh i. 

An Stioradoir. Cred is egail libh is dhia athair libh.^ 

Fregra. Ni heagal en ni. 

An Stioradoir. Cred h egil libh is dia an mac libh. 

Fregra. Ni heagal en ni. 

An Stioradoir. C>ed is eagail libh is dia an Ibiorod naomh libh. 

Fregra. Ni heagal on ni. 

An Stioradoir. Dia athair vile chumhachtach ar gradh a mhic Jofa-Griold, le comb 
fhurtach an fpioraid naomh, an taon dhia tug eland Ifrael trid an muir ruaigh go mirb- 
huileach, agas tug Jonas ad tir ambroind an mhil mhoie, & tu^ Pol Eafpol, agas a long 
gon, foirind. o an fadh idmarcach, agas o dheartan dominde dar fa oradhne, agas dar 
ienadh, agas dar mbeandrghhadh, agas dar mbreith le fen, agas le foinind, agasTe folas 
do chum chnain, agas chalaidb do reir a theile diadha fein. * 

Ar ni iarrmoia air ag radha. 

Ar nathaime ata ar neamh, &c» 

Abradh each vile. 

Bionh amblvidh. 


The 
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The Manner of bleffing the Ship when they^put to Sea. 

The Steetfman fayst Let us blefs our (hip. 

The Anfwer by ail the Crew, God the father blefs her. 

Steerfman. Let us blefs our fliip. 

Anfwer. Jefus Chrift blefs her. 

Steerfman. Let us blefs our fhip. 

Anfwer. The Holy Gholl blefs her. 

Steerfman. What do you fear, iince God the Father is with you ? 

Atfwer, We do not fear any thing. 

Steerfman, What do you fear, fmce God the Son is with you ? 

Anfwer. Weolo not tear any thing. 

Steerfman, What are you afraid of, fuice God the Holy Ghofl is with you I 

Anfwer. We do not fear any thing. 

Steerfman. God the Father Almighty, for the love of Jefus Chrift his Son, by the 
comfort of the Holy Ghoft, the one God, who miraculoufly brought the children of 
Jfrael through the Red Sea, and brought fonas to land out of the belly of the whale, 
and the Apoflle St. Paul and bis (hip to fafety Irom the troubled raging fea, and from 
the violence of iL||npeftuous ftorm ; deliver, fanftify, blefs and condud us peaceably, 
calmly, and conHpibly through the fea to our harbour, according to his Divine will: 
which we beg, faying, Our Father, tec, 

A Defeription of the JJle of Skie, 

SKIE (in the ancient lahguage Skianach, i. e. winged) is fo called becaufe the two 
oppofite northern promontories (Vatemefs lying north>weft, and Trottemefs north-eaft) 
referable two wings. ^ This ifle lies for the moft part halLway in the weftem fea, be* 
tween the mmn land on the eaft, the (hire of Rofe, and the weftem ifle of Lewis, &c. 

The ifle is very high land, as well on the coaft, as ^higher up in the country ; and 
there are feven high mountains near one another, almoft in the centre of the ifle. 

This ifland is forty miles in length from fouth to north, and in fome places twenty, 
and in others thirty m breadth } the whole may amount to a hundred miles in circum* 
ference. 

The channel between the fouth of Skie and oppofite main land (which is part of the 
(hire of Innernefs) is not above three leagues in breadth ; and where the ferry boat 
crofleth to Glenelg it is fo narrow, that one may call for the ferry boat, and be eafily 
heard on the other fide. Tbia ifle is a part of the flieriffdom of Innernefs, and foraierly 
of the diocefs of the ifles, which was united to that of Argyle : a fouth-eaft moon 
caufeth a fprii^>tide here. 

The mold is generally bbck, efpecially in the mountains ; but thore is fome of a red 
colour, in wlxcb iron is found. i 

The arable land is for the moft part black, and yet affords clay of different colours } 
as white, red, ^and blue : the rivulet at Dunveganr church, and that of Niiboft, have 
foKers-earth. . » . 

The villages Borve and G\enmore afford two very fine forts of earth, the one red, 
the. other white; and they both feel and cut like melted tallow. There are other 
places that afford plenty ot very fine white marie, which cuts like butter ; it abounds 
moft in Corcbattachan, where an experiment has* been made of its virtue ; a quantity of 
it being fpread on a flojnng hill covered with heath, foon after all the heath fell to the 

a ground. 
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ground, ai if it had been cut with a knife. They afterwards fowed barley on the 
ground, which though it grew but unequally, fome places producing no grain, becaufe 
perhaps itwas unequally laid on; yet the produre was tbirty>five fold, and many ftalks 
carried five ears of barley. This account was given me by the prefent poflefibv of the 
ground, Lachlin Mac-kinon. 

There are Marcafites black and white, refembling filver ore, near the village Sartle : 
there are likewife in the fame place feveral ftones, which in bigneis, lhape, &c. rcfcmble 
nutmeg, and many rivulets here afford variegated (tones of ail colours. The Apples* 
glen near Loch.faliart has aggat growing in it of different fiaes and colours ; fome are 

S r^n on the out fide, fome are of a pale (ky-colour, and they all ftrike fire as well as 
int : I have one of them by me, which in lhape and bignefs is proper for a fv/ord>han* 
die. Stones of a purple colour flow down the rivulets here after great nuns. 

There is chryftal in feveral places of this mand, as at Pottery, Quillin, and Mingius ; 
it is of different fixes and colours, fome is fex>angular, as that of Quillin, and Mingnis ; 
and there is fotne in Minrinefs of a purple coloifr. The village Torrin in Strath affords 
a great deal of good white and black marble ; I have feen cups made of the white, 
which is very fine. There are large quarries of firee-ftone in feveral parts of this ifle, 
as at Snifnefe in Strath, in the fouth of Borrie, and ifle of Rafay. There is abundance 
of lime-ftone in Strath and Trotternefe t feme banks of clay on the eaft coaft are over- 
flowed by the tide, and in thefe grow the Lapis Ceranhuy or Cema Amonusy of different 
lliapes ; fome of the breadth of a crown-piece, bearii^ an tmpreffion refembling the 
fun ; fome are as big as a man's finger, in form of a femi-circle, and furrowed on the 
inner fide ; others are lefs, and have furrows of a yellow colour on both fides. Thefe 
flones are by the natives called cranip-flones, becaufe (as tbw lay) they cure the cranqi 
in cows, by walhing the part affe£led with water in which this ftone has been fteeped for 
fome hours. The Velumintes grow likewife in thefe banks of clay; fome of them are * 
twelve inches long and tapering towards one end : the natives fall them ]^t Stones, 
becaufe they believe them to cure the horfes of worms which occafion that diftemper, 
by giving them water to drink, in which this ftone has been fteeped for fome hours. 

This ftone grows likewife in the middle of a very hard grey ftone on the ihore. 
There is a black ftone in the furface of the rock on Rig-lhore, which refembles goats 
horns. 

The lapis beiSicusy or white Hedick ftone, abounds here both in the land and water : 
the natives ufe this ftone as a remedy agSinfl; the dj^enteria and diarrhea ; they make 
them red-hot in the fire, and then quench them in milk, and fome in water, which they 
drink with good fuccefs. They ufe this ftone after the fame* manner for confumptions. 
End they likewife quench thefe ftones in water, with which they bathe their feer and 
hands. 

The ftones onrwhich the feurf called Corkir grows, are to be had in many places on 
•the coaft, and in the hills. This feurf dy^ a pretty crimfon colour; firft well dried, 
and then ground to powder, after which it is fteeped in urine,^ the veffel bring well fe- 
eured from air ; and in three weeks it is ready to boil with the' yam that is to be dyed. 
The natives obferve the decreafe of (he moon for ferajong this feurf fron^the ftone, and 
fay it is ripeft in Auguft. * ^ * * 

There'are many white feurfs on' ftone, fomewbat like'th^e on which the Corkir grows, 
but the Coridr is while, ^d thinner than any other that raembles it. 

There is another coarfer feurf called Croftil ; it is of a dark colour, and only dyes a 
philamot. * • * 

The rocks in the village^Ord, have much talk growing on them like the Venice-talk. 

VOL. ui. * *4 K This 
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This ifle is natunlly veil provided vith variety of excellent bays and harbours. In 
the fouth of it lies the peninfuia called Oronfo, alias Ifland Dierman ; it has an excel* 
lent place for anchorage on the eaft*fide, and is generally known by molt Scots feamen. 
About a league more eafterly on the fame coaft there is a fmall rock, vilible only at half 
loW'Water) but may be avoided by (leering through the middle of the channel. About 
aleajjpie more eafterly on the fame coaft, there is an anchorage pretty near the’ihore: 
within lefs than a mile further is the narrow found called the Kyle, in order to pafs which 
it is abfolutely neceflary to have the tide of flood for fuch as are northward bound, elfe 
they will be obliged to retire in order, becaufe of the violence of the current ; for no 
wind is able to carry a velfel againft it. The quite contrary courfe is to beobferved by 
veflels coming from the north. A mile due eaft from the Kyle, there is a big rock, 
on the fouth fide the point of land on S^e fide, called Kaillach, which is overaowed 
by the tide of flood ; a veflel may go near its out fide. Above a mile further due 
north, there are two rocks in the panage through the Kyle ; they are on the caftle fide, 
and may be avoided by keeping the middle of the channel. About eight miles more to 
the northward, or the eaft of Skie, there is fecure anchorage between the ifle Scalpa 
and Skie in the middle of the channel ; but one muft not come to it by the fouth entry 
of Scalpa : and in coming between Rafay and this ifle, there are rocks without the en* 
try, which may bg avoided beft, by having a pilot of the country. More to the north is 
Lodcfligichan, on the coaft of Skie, where is good anchorage ; the entry is not deep 
enough for veflels of any burden, except at high water : but three miles further north 
lies Loch'Portry, a capacious and convenient harbour of above'a mile in length. 

. The ifland Tulm, which is within half a mile of the northermoft point of Skie, has 
an haibour on the infide. The entrance between the ifle and Duntulm caftle is the 
beft. 

On the weft of the fame wing of Skie, and about five miles more foutherly, lies Loch* 
Uge, about a mile in, length, and a very good harbour for veifels of the greateft burden. 
About two miles on the coaft further fouth is Loch^fnifort ; it is three miles in length, 
and half a mile in breadth } it is free from rocks, and has convenient anchorage. 

On the weft fide of the promontory, at the mouth of Loch-fnifort, lies Loch*arniforr, 
being about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth : there are two fmail ides 
in the mouth of the entry, and a rock near the weft fide, a little within the entry. 

Some five miles to the weft of Amifort lies Loch-fallart ; the entry is between Vater* 
nifliead on the eaft fide, and Dunvegan>head on the weft fide. The loch is fix miles in 
length, and about a league in breadth for fome miles : it hath the ifland [fa about the 
middle, on the eaft fide. ' There is a rock between the nohh end and the land, and 
there veflels may anchor between the N. £. fide of the ifle and the land ; there is idib 
good anchorage near Dunvegan-caftle, two miles further to the fouthward. 

Loch'Brakadil lies two miles fouth of Loch*fallart } it is feven miles in length, and 
has feveral good anchoring'places : on the north fide the entry lie two rocks, called 
Macleod’s Maidiens. i^ut three miles fouthweft as Loch*anard, a mile in length ; it 
has a rock in the entry,‘and is not yifible but at an ebb. 

About two miles to the eaftward, there is an anehoring*place for barks, between Skie 
a&d the ifle of Soa. • . 

. About a league further e^ft fie Loch>flapan and Loch*e(foft f the firft reaches sfoout 
four miles to the north, and the fecond about fix miles to the eaft. 

I'here are feveral mountains in the ifle of a confiderable height^ and extent ; as 
Quillin, Scorn! fiey, Bein*ftore, Bem-vore*fcowe, Bdn-chro, Bein.nin*, Kaillach: fome 
of them are covered with fnow on the top in fummer, others are almoft quite covered- 
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with faiid in the top, wMch is much waflied down with the great rains-. All thefe 
mountains abound with heath and grais, which ferve as good pauurage for black cattle 
and ftieep. _ ..... 

' The Quillin, which exceeds any of thofe hills in height, is faid to be the caufe of 
much rain, by breaking the clouds that hover about it ; which quickly after pour down 
in rain upon that quarter on which the wind then blows. There is a high ridge of one 
continued mountain of confiderable height, and fifteen miles in length, runnmg along 
the middle of the eaft wing of Skie, called Troternefs ; and that part above the fea is 
faced with a deep rock. 

The arable ground is generally along the coafl, and in the valleys between the moun< 
tains, having always a river running in the middle ; the foil is very grateful to the huf- 
bandman. 1 have been (hewed feveral places that had not been tilled for feven years 
before, which yielded a good produ£t of oats* by digging, though the ground was not 
dunged ; particularly near the village Kilmartin, which the natives told me bad not 
been dunged thefe forty years iaft. Several pieces of ground yield twenty, and fome 
thirty fold, when dunged with fea-ware. I had an account, that a fmall trad of ground- 
in the village of Skerybrcck, yielded an hundred fold of barley. 

The ille of Altig, which is generally covered with heath, being manured with fea« 
ware, the owner fowed barley in the ground, and it yielded a very goo^ produft ; many 
ffalks had five ears growing upon them. In plentiful years, Skie fumiflies the oppo- 
fitc continent with oats and barley. The way of tillage here is after the fame man* 
ner that is already deferibed in the ifles of Lewis, &c. and digging doth always produce 
a better increafe here than ploughing. 

All the mountains in this ifle are plentifully fumilhed with variety of excellent 
fprings and fountains ; fome of them have rivulets, with wat%r-mills upon them. The 
mod celebrated well in Skie, is Loch-fiant well ; it is much frequented by ftrangers, as 
well as by the inhabitants of the ifle, who generally believe it to a fpecific for feveral 
difeafes ; fuch as (fitches, hcad^aches, (tone, confumption, megrim. Several of the 
common people oblige themfelves by a vow to come to this well, and make the ordinary 
tour about it, called DeiTil, which is performed thus : they move thrice round the well, 
proceeding fumways from ea(l to we(f, and fo on. This is done after drinking of the 
water ; and when one goes away from the well, it is a never-failing cudom, to leave 
fome fmall offering on the done which covers the well. There are' nine fprings 
ifluing out of the hill above the well, and all of them pay the tribute of their water to a 
rivulet that falls from the well. There is a little freih-water lake withiif ten yards of 
the faid well ; it abounds* with trouts, but neither the natives nor drangers will ever 
prefume to dedroy any of them, fuch is the edeem they have for the water. 

'I'here is a fmall coppice near to the well, and there is none of the natives dare ven- 
ture to cut the lead branch of it, for fear of flgnal judgment to follow upon it. 

There are many wells here ededned effe^al to remove feveral didempers. The 
lighted and wholefomed water in all the ifle is that of Tombir TellibreckHn Uge : the 
natives fay that the water'of this well, and the fea-plant called Dulfe, would ferve in- 
ftead of food for a condderable time, and own that they have experience^! it in time of 
war. I faw.a little well in Kilbride in the foitfh of 6kie, with one trout only in it’; the 
natives are very tender of it, and though they often ^aqce to catch it in thrir wooden 
pales, they are very careful to preferve it from bring deifroyed; it has been feen there 
for many years ; there is a rivulet not far didant from the well, to whidt it hath predia*' 
l^ly had accefii through fome narrow paffage. . 
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lliere are many rivera on all quarters of the ifle, about thirty of them afford faltnon, 
and feme of them black mufcles, in which pearl do breed { particularly the river of 
Kilmartin, and the river Ord.* The proprietor told me, that fome years ago a pearl 
had been taken out of the former, valued at twenty pounds fterling. There arefeveral 
cMarafks, as that in Sker-horen, Holm, Rig and Tont. When the river makes a great 
noife in time of fair weather, it is a fure prognoftick here of rain to enfue* 

There are many freih*water lakes in Skie, and generally well flocked with trout and 
efls. The.common fly and the earth-worms are ordinarily ufed for angling trout j the 
befl feafon for it is a calm, or a Ibuth-weft wind. 

The larged of the freih- water lakes is that named after St. Columbus, on the account 
of the chapel dedicated to that Saint } it ftands in the ifle about the middle of the lake* 

There is a little frefh- water lake near, the fouth fide of Loch einorddard, in which 
inufcles grow that breed pearl. 

This ifle hath anciently been covered all over vinth woods, -as appears firom the great 
trunks of Fir-trees, &c. dug out of the ' bogs frequently. See. There are feveral cop* 
pices of wood, Arattered up and down the ifle } the larged callea Lettir-hurr, exceed 
not three miles in length. 

Herrings are often taken in mod or all the bays mentioned above : Loch-eflbit, Sla*' 
pan, Loch-fidlart, Loch-fcowfar, and the Kyle of Scalpa, are generally known to (Iran- 
gers, for the great* quantities of herring taken in them. This , fort of fifh is commonly 
feen without the bay, and on the coad alt the fummer. All other iiih follow the her- 
ring and their fry, firom the whale to the lead fifh that fwims } the bigged dill dedroying 
the leffer. 

The fiihers and others told me, that there is a big herring almod -double the fiate of 
any of its kind, which leads'all that are in a bay, and the fhoal follows it wherever it goes. 
This leader is by the fiihers called the king of herring, and when they chance to catch 
it alive, they drop it (^efully into the fea ) for they judge it petty treafon to dedroy a 
fifh of that name. 

The fifliers fay, that all fc^ts of fifh, from the greated to the lead, have a leader, who 
4 followed by all.of its kind. 

It is a general obfervation all Scotland over, that if a quarrel happen on the coaft 
where herring is caught, and that blood -be drawn -violently, then the herring go away 
from the coad, without returning during that feafon. This, they fay, has been ob- 
feryed in all ;pad ages, as well as at jprefent } but this 1 relate only as a common tradi- 
tion, and fubmit it to the judgment ot the learned. 

. The natives preferve and dry their herring without fait, for the fpace of eight months^ 
provided they be taken after th^ tenth of September : they ufe no other ait in it, but 
take out their guts, and then tying a hifh about theirnecks, hang them by jpairs upon a 
rope made of heath crofe a houfe ; and they eat well, and free from putrendion, after 
^ht months keeping in this manner. Cod, ling, herring, mackrel, haddock, whiting, 
turbot, together with all other fifh that are in tM Scots W, abound'on the coafts of 
this ifland. ... 

The bed time of taking fifh with an angle is in warm weather, which dtijmfes them 
to v:ome near the furiace of the viratec* ; whereas in cold weathv , or run, they go to the 
bottom. The bed bait for cod and ling is a piece of herring, whiting, thornback, 
haddock, or ed. The grey ford, a/iof black-mouth, a fifh of the fize and fhape of a 
fiUmon, takes the limpet for but. ‘There is another way of angling for thiafifli, by fait* 
ening a.lhort white down of a goofe behind thehodk $ and the being coii ''~ ' 

row( 
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rowed, die fifii run greedily after the doi^,. and are eafily caught. The gre]|r>lor J 
fwims in the furface of the water, and then is caught with a Ipear ; a rope being tied to 
the farther end of it, and fecured in the filherman’s hand. 

AH the bays and places of anchorage here abound with moft kinds of ihelbfiih. The 
Kyle of Scalpa afford oyfters in fuch plenty, that commonly a fpring-dde of ebb leaves 
fifteen, fometimM twenty horfe^load of them on the fands. 

The fands on the coau of Bemftill village at the fpring'tides affi>rd daily fuch plenty 
of mufdes, as is fufficient to maintain fixty perfons per day : and this was a great flip- 
port to many poor families in the neighbourhood, in the late years of fcarcity. The 
natives obferve that all fliell-filh are plumper at the increafe than decreafeof the moon;, 
they obferve likewife, that all ihell-filn are plumper during a fouth-weh wind, than when 
it blows from the north or north-eaft quarters. 

The limpet being parboiled with a very little quantity of water, the broth is drank 
to increafe milk in nurfes, and likewife when the milk proves ahringent to the infants. 
The broth of the black periwinkle is ufed in, the fame cafes. It is obferved, that lim* 
pets being frequently eat in June, are apt to occafion the jaundice ; the outfide of the 
fiih is coloured like the fkin of a perlbn that has the jaundice : the tender yellow part 
of the limpet, which is next to the flielt, is reckoned good nourifhment, and very eafy 
of digellion. 

I had an account of a poor woman, who was a nsltive of the ille of Jura, and by the 
troubles in King Charles the Firll’s rdgn was almoft reduced to a ftarving condition ; 
fo that fhe loft her milk quite, by which her infimt had nothing proper for its fufte* 
nance ; upon this fhe boiled fome of the tender fat of the limpets, and gave it to her 
infiuit, to whom it became fo agreeable, that it had no other food for feveral months 
together ; and yet there was not a child in Jura, or any pf the adjacent ifles, whole* 
fomer than this poor infant, which was expofed to fo great a ftrait. 

The limpet creeps on the ftone and rock in the night-time, and in a warm day ; but 
if any thing touch the fhell, it inftantly clings to the ftone, suid then no hand is able 
to pluck k off without fome inftrument ; and, therefore, fuch as take them have little 
hammers, called limpet-hammers, with which they beat it from the rock ; but if they 
watch its motions, and furprize it, the leaft touch of the hand pulls it aWay : and this 
that is taken creeping, they fay, is laiger and better than that which is pulled off by force. 
The motion, fixation, tafte, and feeding, &c* of this little animal being very curious, I 
have here exhilnted its figure, for the fatisfiiQion of the inquifitive reader. 

1 have likewife here exhibited the figure of the balanos, growing on Hone and fhells ; 
in which very fmall wilks are found to lodge and grow. 

The pale wilk, which in Imgth and fmallnefs exceeds the black periwinkle, and by 
the natives called gil-fiunt, is by them beat in pieces, and both (hell and fiih boiled ; the 
broth being ftrained, and drank for fome days together, is accounted a good remedy 
againft the ftone ; it is called a dead-man's-eye at D^ver. It is obferved of cockles and 
fpuut-fifh, that |bey go deeper in the fand^with north winds than any other ; and on the 
contrary, they are eafier reached with fouth winds, which are dill warmeft. 

It is a general obfervation of al^ fuch as live on the fea-coaft, that they are more 
prolific than any other people whatfoever. 


The SeO’PttfMs beret jouvoas : 

LINARICH, a very thin fmall gryeii phnt, about eight, ten, or twelve inches in. 
length j it grows ou ftone, on (hells, and on the bare faud. “niis plant is i>pnlied 

plaifter- 
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plaifter'Mrife to the forehead and temples, to procure fleep for fuch as have a feverj and 
they fay it is effeAual for this purpofe. 

The Hnarich is likewife applied to the crown of the head and temples, for removing 
the megrim, and alfo to heal the ikin after a bU(ler>plufl:er of flammula Jovis. 

Slake, a very thin plant, alrnoil round, about ten or twelve inches in circumference,, 
grows on the rocks and fands ; the natives eat it boiled, and it difl'olves into oil ; they 
fay that if a little butter be added to it, one might live many years on this alone, 
without bread, or any other food, and at the fame time undergo any laborious exer> 
cife^ This plant, boiled with fome butter, is given to cows in the fpring, to remove 
coftivenefs. 

Dulfe is of a reddilh brown colour, about ten or twelve inches long, and above half 
an inch in breadth } it is eat raw, and then reckoned to be loofening, and very good 
for the fight ; but if boiled, it proves more loofening, if the juice be drank with it. 
This plant applied plaifter*wife to the temples, is reckoned effe£l;ual a^ainfi: the megrim: 
the plant boiled, and eat with its infufion, is ufed againft the cholic and flone ; and 
dried without walking it in water, pulverized and given in any convenient vehicle fad- 
ing, it kills worms ; the natives eat it boiled with butter, and reckon it very whole- 
fome. The duHe recommended here is that which grows on done, and not that which 
grows on the alga marina^ or fea-tangle ; fur though that may be likewife eaten, it will 
not ferve in any of the etdes above mentioned. 

The alga marina^ or fea-tangle, or, as fome call it, fea-ware, is a rod about four, fix, 
eight, or ten feet long } having at the end a blade commonly flit into feven or eight 
pieces, and about a foot and a half in length ; it grows on done, the blade is eat by 
the vulgar natives. 1 had an account of a young man who had loll his appetite, and 
taken piiU to no purpofe ; ^nd being advifed to boil the blade of the alga^ and drink 
the infufion boiled with a little butter, was redored to his former date or health. 

There is abundance of whi'e and red coral growing on the fouth and well coad of 
this ifle; it grows on«the. rocks, and is frequently interwoven with the roots of the 
alga ; the red feems to be a good frefli colour when fifd taken out of the fea, but in 
a few hours after it becomes pale. Some of the natives take a quantity of the red co- 
ral, adding the yolk of an egg roaded to it, for the diarrhea. Both the red and white 
coral. here is not above five inches long, and about the bignefs of a goole-quill. 

There are many caves to be feen on each quarter of this ifle, fome of them arc be- 
lieved to be feveral miles in length : there is a big cave in the village Bornlkittag, which 
is fuppofed to exceed a mile in length. The natives told me that a piper, who was 
over.curious, went into the cave with a deflgn to find out the length or it ; and after 
he entered, began to play on his pipe, but never returned to give an account of his 
progrefs. 

There is a cave in the village Kigg, wherein drops of water that ifliie front the roof 
petriiy into a white limy fubdance, and hang down from the roof and fides of the 
cave. , ^ . 

There is a cave in the village Holm, havmg many^ petrified twigs hanging from the 
cop ; they are hollow from one end to the other, and from five to ten inches in 
length. . * ' 1 

There is a big cave in the rock oh the ead fide of Portry, large enough for eighty 
perfons ; there is a wrll within it, which, togeth^ with its fituation and narrow entry, 
renders it an inaccefllble fort ; one man omy can enter it at a time,' by the fide of a 
cock, fo that with a daff in his hand he is able by the lead touch to. cad ov^ the it>ck 
as many as Iball attempt to come into the cave. ' : 

On 
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On the fouth fide Loch>Portry, there is a large cave, in which many fca cormoranta 
do build : the natives carry a bundle of firaw to the door of the cave in the nighu 
time, and there fettitig it cm fire, the fowls fly with all fpeed to the light, and fo are 
caught in baikets laid for that purpofc. The golden cave in Sleat is faid to be feven 
miles in length, from the weft to eaft^ 

There are many cairns, or heaps of ftones in this ifland. Some of the natives fay 
they were erefted in the times of Heathenifm, and that the ancient inhabitants wor- 
fliipped about them. In Popilh countries, the people ftill retain the ancient cuftom 
of making a tour round theni» 

Others fay, thefe cairns were erefted where perfons of diflinflion, killed in battle, 
had been buried, and that their urns were laid in the ground under the cairns. 1 had 
an account of a cairn in Knapdale in the ihire of Argyle, underneath which an urn 
was found. There are little cairns to be feen in fome places on the common road, 
which were made only where corpfes happened to reft for fome minutes but they 
have laid afide the making fuch cairns now. • 

There is an ere£ted ftone in Kilbride in Strath^ which is ten feet high, and one and 
a half broad. 

There is another of five feet high placed in the middle of the Cairn, on the fouth' 
fide Loch'Uge, and is called tlte high ftone of Uge. 

There are three fuch ftones on the fca-coaft oppofite to Skerinefs, each of them 
three feet high the natives have a tradition, that upon thefe ftones a big cauldron 
was fet, for boiling Fin-Mac>Coul’s meat. This gigantic man is reported to have been- 
general of a militia that came from Spain to Ireland, and from thence to thofe ifles: 
all his foldiers are called Fienty from Fiun. He is believed to have arrived in the ifles, 
in the reign of King Evan ; the natives have many ftorics of this general and his army, 
with which I will not trouble the reader. He is mentioned in Bifhop Lefiy’s Hifto’’y. 

There are many forts erefted on the coaft of this ifle, and fuppofed to have been 
built by the Danes ; they are called by the name of Dun, from Dain, which in the an- 
cient language fignified a fort j they are round in form, and they have a paflage all 
round within the wall ; the door of thcMn is low, and many of the ftones are of fuch 
bulk, that no number of the prefent inhabitants could raife them without an engine. 

All thefe forts Hand upon eminences, ami are fo difpofed, that there is not one of 
them, which is not in view of fume odicr ; snd by this means, when a fire is made upon 
a beacon in any one fort, it is in a few moments after communicated to all the reft : 
and this hath been always obferved upon fight of any numbei' of foreign veflels, or boats 
approaching the coaft. 

The forts are commonly named after the place where they are, or the perlbn that 
built them ; as Duu Skudborg, Dun Derig, Dun-Skerinefs, Dun-David, &c. 

There are feveral little ftone houfes, built under ground, called earth-houfes, which 
ferved to hide a few people and their goods in time of war ; the entry to them was on 
the fea or river* fide : there is one pf them in the village Lachfay,.and another in Cam- 
ftinvag. * * 

There are feveral little ftone houfes built above ground, capable only of one perfon, 
and round ip form ; one of them is to be feen iu Portry, another at Lincro, antk at 
Culuknock : they are called Tey-mn druinicb, i. e. Drtiid’s-houfe,. Druinicb fignifies a 
a retired perfon, much devoted to contemplation. • 

The fewel ufed here is peats dug out of the heaths } there are cakes of iron found in 
the aOies of fom'e of them, and at Flodgery village there are peats from which falt-petre . 
fparkles. There is a coal Jatelv difeovered at Holm in Portry, fome of which ■ 1 have 

feen* 
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feen ; there are pieces of coal dug out likewife of the fea«fMul ia Helderfta of Vaternis, 
and fome found in the village Mogftat. 

The cattle produced here are horfes* cows; Iheep, goats, and hogs. The common 
work-horfes are expofed to the rigour of the feafon during the winter and fpring ; and 
though they have neither corn, hay, or but feldom ftraw, yet they undergo "all the 
labour that other horfes better treated are liable to. 

The cows are likewife expofed to the rigour of the coldell feafons, and become mere 
■fkeletons in the fpring, many of them not being able to rife from the ground without 
help ; but they recover as tne feafon becomes more &vourable, and the graft gpows 
up : then they acquire new beef, which is both fweet and tender ; the iat and lean is 
not fo much feparated in them as in other cows, but as it were larded, which renders it 
very agreeable to the tafte. A cow in this ifle may be twelve years old, when at the fame 
time its beef is not above four, five, or fix months old. When a calf is flain, it is an 
ufual cuftom to cover another calf with its Ikin, to fuck the cow whofe calf hath been 
floin, or elfe fhe gives no milk, nor Aififers herfelf to be approached by any body ; 
and if ihe difcover the cheat, then fhe grows enraged for fome days, and the lafi re- 
medy ufed to pacify her, is to ufe the fweetefl voice, and fing all the time of milking 
her. When any man is troubled with his ndghbour’s cows, by breaking into his in- 
clofures, he brings all to the utmoft boundary of his .ground, and there drawing a 
quantity of blood from each cow, he leaves them upon the fpot, from whence they 
go away, without ever returning agun to trouble him, during all that feafon. llie 
cows often feed upon the alga marina^ or fea>ware ; and they can exa£lly diftinguilh 
the tide of ebb from the tide of flood, though at the fame time they are not within 
view of the fea ; and if one meet them running to the fhore at the ride of ebb, and 
offer to turn them again to the hills to graze, they will not return. When the tide 
has ebbed about two hours, fo as to uncover the fea^ware, then they fteer their courfe 
dire&ly to the nearest coaft, in 'their ufusil order, one after another whatever their 
number be : there are as many inftances of this, as there are tides of ebb on the Ihore. 
1 bad occafion to tnake this obfervation thirteen times in one wec^^ for, though the 
natives gave me repeated affurances of the truth of it, 1 did not fully believe it, till 
I faw many inftances of it in my travels along the coaft. The natives have a re- 
mark, that when the cows belonging to one perfon do of a hidden become very irre- 
gular, and run up an^ down th^ fields, and make a loud noife, without any vifible 
caufe, it is a prefage of the matter's or miftreft's death ; of which there were feveral 
late inftances given me. James Macdonald cff Capftil having been killed at the battle 
of Kelicranky, it was obferved that night, that Ins cows gave blood inftead of milk $ 
his family and other ndghbours conoluded this a bad omen. The minifter of the 
place, and the miftreft of tne cow^ together with feveral neighbours, affured me of the 
truth of this. 

There was a calf brought fbifh in Vateniis vrithout legs ; it l''aped very far, bd« 
lowed louder than any- other calf, an4 drank much more milk : at laft the owner killed 
it. Kenneth the carpenter, who lives there, told me that be had feen the calf. I was alfo 
informed, tha^a cow inTatemis brought forth five'calves at a time, of which three died. 

There was a calf at Skerinefs, having all its legs double, but the bones.bad but one 
ftdn to cover both \ the owqer fancying it to be ominous, killed k, after haying lived 
nine months. ’SeVeriil of the natives thereabouts told me that' they had feen it. 

There are feveral calves that have a flit in the top of their ean, and theie the natives 
fiincy to be the iffhe^f a wild bull, that cornea from the fea or frefb* lakes; and this 
cilf is by them called fyre. 
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There is plenty of land and wateivfbivl in this ifle ; as hawks, eagles of two kinds, 
the one grey and of a larger fize, the other much lefe and black, but more deftru£tive 
•to young cattle ; bIack<<ock, heath hen, plovers, pigeons, wild>mfe, tarmagan, and 
cranes : of this latter fort, I have feen fixty on the fliore in a flow together. The fea- 
fowls are malls of all kin^, coultemeb, guillamot, fea-cormorant, &c. The natives 
obferve that the latter, if perfedly black, makes nd good broth, nor is its flefh worth 
eating ; but that a cormorant, which has any white feathers or down, makes good 
broth, and the flefh of it is good food, and the broth is ufually drunk by nurfes to in- 
creaih their milk. 

The natives obferve, that this fowl flutters with its wings towards the quarter from 
which the wind is foon after to blow. 

The fea-fowl bunivochil, or, as fome feamen call it, carara, and others bifhop, is as 
big as a goofe, of a brown colour, and the infide of the wing^ white ; the bill is long 
and broad, and it is footed like a ^oofe ; it ^ives quidcer chan any other fowl what- 
ever ; it is verv fat. The cafe of this fowl being flayed oflF with the fat, and a little fait 
laid on to preferve it, and then applied to the thigh>bone, where it muft lie for feveral 
weeks together, is an effeftual remedy againft the fciatica, of which I faw two inftances. 
It is obferved of fire-arms that are rubbed over (as the cuftom is here) with the oil or 
iat of fea-fbwis, that they contraft ruft much fooner, than when done with the fat of 
land-fowl ; the Fulmar oil from St. Kilda only excepted, which preferves iron from 
contraSing ruft much longer than any other oil or greafe whatfoever. The natives 
obferve, that, when the fea-pye warbles its notes inceflantly, it is a fure prefage of fair 
weather to follow in a few hours after. 

The ampbilna to be feen in this ifle, are feats, otters, vipprs, frogs, toads, and afps. 
The otter fliuts its eyes when it eats ; and this is a confiderabie difadvantage to it, for 
then feveral ravenous fowls lay hold on this opportunity, and rob it of its filh. 

The hunters fay, there is a big otter above the ordinary fize,* with a white fpot on 
its bread, and this they call the king pf otters ; it is rarely feen, and very hard to be 
killed ; feamen afcribe grtot virtues to the fldn, for they fay that it is fortunate in 
battle, and that viAory is always on its fide. Serpents abound in feveral parts of tins 
ifle i there -are three unds of them, the fird black and white fpotted, which is the mod 
poifonous, and if a fpeedy remedy be not made ufe of after the wound given, the party 
is in danger. 1 had an account that a man at Glenmore, a boy at Portry, and a woman 
at Loch-fcah-vag, did all die of wounds given by' this fort of ferpents. Some believe 
that the ferpents wound with the ding only, and not with their teeth ; but this opinion 
is founded upon a bare conje£lure, bccaufe the dine is expofed to view, but the teeth 
very rarely feeri : they are fecured within a hofe of flelh, which prevents their 'being 
broke j the end of them being hooked and exceeding fmall, would foon be dedroyed, 
if it had not been for this fence that nature has given them. The longed pf the black 
ferpents mentioned above, is from two to three, or at mod four feet long. 

The yellow ferpent with brown Tpots is not fo poifonous, nor fo long* as the black 
and white one. 

The brown ferpent is of all three the lead poifonous, and fmalled and fhorted in 
fize. • * . ‘ * 

The remedies ufed here to extraO; the poifon of ferpents are various. The rump 
of a houfe-cock dfipt of its feather, and applied to the wound, doth powerfully extract 
the poifon, if timely applied. The cock is obferved after this to fw|ll to a great 'bulk, 
far above its former fize, and being thrown out into the fields, no ravenous bird or 
bead will ever.oflTer to tadS of it. 

. von. Ill* 
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The forked Aing tal^ea ouf of ao adder’s tongue' is by the natives Aeepe4 Hr R^ter, 
with which they wafh and cure the wound. 

The ferpent’s head that gives the wound being applied, is found to be a good remedy. 

New cheefe applied timely extrads the poifop well 

There are two forts of weafles in the ifle, one of which exceeds that of the cotpmon 
Aze in bignefs the natives fay that the breath of it kills calves and lambs, and that the 
leAcr fort is apt to occafion a decay in fuch as frequently have them tame about them ; 
efpecially fuch as Aider them to fuck and lick about their mouths. 


The inferior Ifles about Skie, 

SOA.BRETFIL lies within a quarter of a mile to the fouth of the mountain Quillin ; 
it is five miles in circumference, and full of bogs, and fitter for pallurage than -cultiva- 
tion. About a mile on the we A fide it is covered with wood', and the reA confiHs o,f 
heath and grafs, having a mixture of the mertiUo all over. The red garden-currants 
grow in this ifle, and are fuppofed to have been carried thither by birds. There has 
been no venomous creature ever feen in this little ifle until within' thefe two years laA, 
that a black and white big ferpent was feen by one of the inhabitants, who killed it ; 
they believe it came from tl>e oppofite coaA of Skie, where there are many big ferpents. 
There is abundance of cod and ling round this ifle. - 

On the fouth of Sleat lies ifland Oranfa, which is a peninfula at low water ; it is a 
mile in circumferehce, and very fruitful in corn and grafs. ♦As for the latter, it is faid 
to excel any piece of ground of its extent in thofe parts. 

In the north entry to K,vle-Akin lie feveral fniall ifles ; the biggeA and next to Skie 
Is Han Nin Giiiin, about half a mile in circumference, covered all over with long lieath, 
and the erUa baccifera : there is abundance of feals and fea-fowls about it. 

A league further north lies the ifle Pabbay, about two miles in circumference ; it 
excels in paAurage, the cows in it afford near double the milk that they yicKl.in Skie. 
In the dog-days there is a big fly in this ifle which infeAs thv* cows, makes them run up 
and down, difeompofes them exceedingly, and hinders their feeding, infomuch that they 
muff be brought out of the ifle to the ifle of Skie. This ifle affords abundance of lob- 
Aers, limpets, wilks, crabs, and ordinary fea-plants. 

About half a league further north lies the fmall ifle Gilliman, being a quarter of a 
mile in circumference ; the whole is'jcovered with long heath, and the erica baccifera. 
■Within a call further north lies the ifle of Scalpa, very neat to Skie, five nules in cir- 
cumference ; it is mountainous fi-o.m the fouth end almoA to the north end, it has woovl 
in Weral parts of it ; the fouth end is moA arable, and is fruitful in corn and grafs. 

About a mile further north is the ifle Rafay, being feven miles in length, and three 
in breadth, floping on the^ weA and eaA fides ; it has lome wood on all the quarters of 
it, the whole is fitter for* paAurage than cultivation, the ground being generally very 
unequal, buf very well watered with rivulets and firings, .'i’herc is a fpring running 
down the face of a high rock on the caA fide of the ifle ; it petrifies into a white fub- 
A-ance, of which very fine lime is made, and therc-is a great quantity of it. There is a 
quarry of good Aone on the lame ifde of the ifle '; there is abundance of caves on the 
weA fide, which ferve to lodge feveral families, who, for their convenience in grazing, 
fifhing, &c., refort thither in the fumnirr. (.)n the weA fide, partfcularly near to the 
village Clachan, the fliore abounds with fmooth Aones of different fixes, variegated all 
over. The fame cattle, fowl, and fifl'i are pnxfuced here that are found in the ifle cf 
Skie. There is a law obferved by the natives, that ail tlleir fifliing-liues muA be of 

i equal 
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eq'hal length ; for the longed is always fuppofed to have bed accefs to the fifli, which 
would prove a difadvantage to fuch as might have.(hortcr ones. 

There are fome forts in this ifle, the higheft is in the fouth end, it Is a natural 
drength, and in form like the crown of a hat j it is called Dunn-Cann, which the na- 
tives will needs have to be from one Cannc, coufin to the King of Denmark. The 
other lies on the fide, is an artificial fort, three dories high, and is called Cadle Vs eokle. 

The proprietor of the ifle is Mr..Mac-Leod, a cadet of the family of that name; his 
feat is in the village Clachan, the inhabitants have as great veneration for him as any 
fubje£l:s can have for their king. They prefcrve the memory of the deceafed ladies of 
the place, by ereding a little pyramid of done for each of them, with the lady’s name. 
Thefe pyramids are by them called erodes ; feveral of them are built of done rnd lime, 
and have three deps of gradual afeent to them. There are eight fuch erodes about the 
village, which is adorned with a little tower,' and leder houfes, and an orchard with fe- 
veral forts of berries, pot-herbs, &c. The inhabitants are all protedants, and ufe the 
fame language, habit, and diet with the native:^ of Skie'. 

About a quarter of a mile further north lies the ifle Rona, which is three miles in 
length : vcdels pafs through the narrow channel between Rofay and Rona^ This little 
ifle is the mod unequal rocky piece of ground to be feen any where ; there is but very 
few acres fit for digging, the whole is covered with long heath, erica baccifera^mertillust 
and fome mixture of grafs ; it is reckoned very fruitful in padurage ; mod of the rocks 
confid of the heftic done, and a confiderable part^of them is of a red colour. 

There is a bay on the fouth-wed end of the ifle, with two entries, the one is on the 
wed fide, the other on the fouth, but the latter is only accelfible ; it has a rock within 
the entry, and a good fifliing. 

About three leagues to the north-wed of Rona is the ifle*Fladda, being almod joined 
to Skie ; it is all plain arable ground, and about a mile in circumference. 

About a mile to the north lies the ifle Altwig, it has a high rock dicing the ead, is 
near two miles in circumference, and is reputed fruitful in corn and grafs ; there is a 
little old chapel in it, dedicated to St. T'uros. There is a rock of about forty yards in 
length at the north end of the ifle, didinguilhed for its commodioufnefs in fifliing. 
Herrings are feen about this rock in great numbers all dimmer, infomuch that the fiihcr- 
boats are fometimes as it were entangled among the flioals of them. 

The ifle of Troda lies within half a league to the northernmod point of Skie, called 
Hunifli ; it is two miles in circumference, fruitful id corn and grafs, and had a chapel 
dedicated to St. Columbus. The natives told me that there is a couple of ravens in^ 
the ifle, which fuSer non*e other of. their kind to come thither ; and when their own 
young are able to ily, they beat them alfo away from the ifle. 

Fladda-Chuan, i. e. Fiadda of the Ocean, lies about two leagues didant from ihe 
wed fide of Hunifli point ; it is two miles in compafs, the ground is boggy, and but 
indifferent for com and grafs : the ifle is much frequented for the plenty of fiih of all 
kinds on each quarter of it. There are very bi^ whales which purfue the fifti on the 
coad ; the natives difling’uifli one whale for its bignefs abov 6 all others, and - told me 
that it had many big limpets growing upon its back, and that the eyes of it were of fuch 
a prodigious bignefs, as druck no fmall terror into the beholders, lliere is a •chapel 
in the ifle dedicated to St. Columbus, it has an altar m the ead end, and there is a blue 
done of a round form on it, which is always mold. It is an ordinary cuflom, whei\any 
of the fiflief'men are detained in the ifle by contrary 'winds, to walh the blue done u itii 
water all rotmd, expefHng thereby to»procure a favourable wind, Which the credulous* 
tent ant living in the ifle fays never fails, efpecially if a dranger waih the done ; the (lone 
* • 4 L 2 is 
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is likewife applied to the fides of people troubled with ftitches, and they Iky it' is efl’e£fuaV 
for that purpofe : and fo great is the regard they have for this (lone,, that they fwear 
decifive oatl^ on it. 

The monk O^Gorgon is buried near to this chapel, and there is a ft'one five feet high' 
at each end of his grave. There is abundance of fea>fowl that come to hatch their 
young in the ille ; the coulter-nebs are very numerous here, it comes in the middle of 
March, and goes away in'the middle of Auguft : it makes a tour round the ifle fun- ways 
before it fettles on the ground, and another at going away in- AuguCl ; which ceremony 
is much approved by the tenant of the ifle, and is one of the chief arguments he made 
ufe of for making the like round, as he fets out to fea with his boat. 

There is a great flock of plovers, that come to this ifle froin Skie, in the beginning 
of September ; they return again in April, and are faid to be near two thoufand in all : 
I told the tenant he might have a couple of thefe at every meal- during the winter and- 
fpring, but my motion feemed very difagreeable to him ; for he declared that he 
had never once attempted to take any of< them, though lie might if he would : and at 
the fame time told me, he wondered how I could imagine that he would be fo barbarous 
as to take the lives of fuch innocent creatures as came to him only for felf-prefervation. 

There are fix or feven rocks within diftance of a mufket-fhot on the fouth-eafl: fide 
the ifle, the fea running between each of them : that lying more eafterly is the fort 
called Bord Cruin, i. e. a round table, from its round form ; it is about three hundred 
paces in circumference, flat on the top, has a deep well within it, the whole is furrouhded 
with a fteep rock, and has only one place that is acceflible by climbing, and that only by 
one man at a time : there is a violent current of a tide on each fide of it, which con- 
tributes to render it an impregnable fort, it belongs to Sir Donald Macdonald. One 
fingle man above the entry, ^without being expofed to fliot, is able, with a flaft'in his hand, 
to keep off five hundred attackers ; for only one can climb the rock at a time, and that 
not without difficulty. 

There is a high rode on the well fide the fort, which may be fecured alfo by a few 
hands. 

About half a league on the fouth fide the round table lies the rock Jelkar, i. e. Filher, 
becaufe many fiihing- boats refort to it ; it is not higher than a fmall veflel under fail. 
This' rock affords a great quantity of feurvy-grafs, of an extraordinary fize, and very 
thick ; the natives eat it frequently, as well boiled as raw : two of them told me that 
they happened to be confined there for the Ipace of thirty hours by a contrary wind ; 
and being without vidtials, fell to eating this feurvy-grafs, and finding it of a fwcet 
tafte, far different from the land fcurvy-grals, they eat a large balket full of it, which 
did abundantly fatisfy their appetites until their return home : they told me alfo that it 
was not in the leall windy, or any other way troublefome to them- 

Ifland Tulm on the weft of the wing of Skie, called Trotemefs, lies within a mufquct- 
fhot of the caftle of the name ; it is a hard rock, and clothed with grafs ; there are two 
caves on the \reft fide, in which abundance of fea coij^morants build and hatch. 

About five leagues to the fouth- weft from Tulm lies the ifland Afcrib, which is divided 
into feveral parts by the fea; it is about twa miles .in compafs, and affords very good 
pal^urage ; all kinds of fifli abound in the neighbouring fea- On the fouth-weft fide of 
•the ifle Afcrib, at the diftance of two leagues, lie the,two fmall ifles of Timan, directly 
in the mouth of Loch-amifort^ they are only fit for pafturage. 

On .the weft fide of Vatemis promontory, within the mouth of Loch-fallatt, lies Ifa, 
.two miles in compafs, being fruitful in com and grafs, and is commodious for fiihing of 
cod and ling. 


There 



WESTERN ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 629 

There are two fmall !iles, called Mingoy, on the north>ea(t fide of this ifle, which 
a6Ford good pafturage. : 

There is a red Ihiort kind of dulfe growing in the fouth end of the ifle, which occafions 
a pain in the head when eaten, a property not known in any other dulfe whatever. 

The two ifles Bnia and Harlas He in the mouth of Loch>Brackadil ; they are both 
pretty high rocks, each of them about a mile in circumference ; they afford good paf- 
turage, and there are red currants in thefe finall ifles, fuppofed to have been carried 
there at firft by. birds. 

The fouthem parts of Skie, as Sleat and Strath,, are a month earlier with their grafs 
than the northern parts ; and this is the reafon that the cattle and iheep, &c. bring 
forth their young fooner than in the north fide.- 

The days in fummer are much longer here than in the fouth of England or Scotland, 
and the nights fhorter, which about the fummer folflice is not above an hour and an 
half in length; and the further we come fouth, the contrary is to be obferved in- 
proportion. • 

The air here is commonly mold and cold : this difpofes the inhabitants to take a 
larger dofe of brandy or other ftrong liquors than in the fouth of Scotland, by which 
they fancy that they qualify the moifture of the air : this is the opinion of all ftrangers, 
as well as of the natives, fince the one as well as the other drinks at leafl treble the 
quantity of brandy in Skie and the adjacent ifles, than they do in the more foutheru 
climate. 

The height of the mountains contributes much to the moifture of the place, but more 
efpecially the mountain Quillin, which is the hufbandman’s almanack ; for it is com- 
monly obferved that if the heavens above that mountain be clear and without clouds 
in the morning, then it is not doubted but the weather wilP prove fair \ et i contra^ the 
height of that hill reaching to the clouds breaks them, and then they prefently after fall 
down in great rains according as the wind blows : thus when the wind blows from the 
fouth, then all the ground lying to the north of Quillin hills is wet with rains, whereas 
all the other three quarters are dry. 

The fouth-weft winds are obferved to carry more rain with them than any other, 
and blow much higher in the moft northern point of Skie than they do two miles fur- 
ther fouth ; for which I could perceive no vifible caufe, unlefs it be the height of the 
hill, about two miles fouth from that point ; for after we come to the fouth fide of k, 
the wind is not perceived to be lb high as on the north fide by half. 

It is obferved of the enft wind, that though it blow but very gentle in the ifle of Skie, 
and on the weft fide of it, for the fpace.of about three or four leagues towards the weftj 
yet as we advance more wefterly it is fenfibly higher ; and when we come near to the 
coaft of the more weftern ifles of Ulft, Harries, &c. it is obferved to blow very frefh, 
though at the fame time it is almoft calm on the weft fide tlie ifle Skie. The wind is 
attended with fair weather, both in this and other weftern ifles. 

The fea in the time of a calm is obferved to have a rifing motion, before the north 
wind blows, which it has’not before the approaching of any olher wind. 

The north wind is ftill colder, and more deftruftive to corn, cattle, &c. than any other. 

■Women, obferve that their breads contradf to adeflfcr bulk when the wind blows from 
the north, and that then they yield lefs milk than when it^blows from any other quarter;* 
and they make the like obfervation in other creatures that give milk. 

They obfery.e that when the fea yields a kind of pleafant and fwcet feent, it is .a fure 
prefage of fair weather to enfue. • • 

The wind in fummer blows ftrongcr by land than by fea, and the contrary in winter. 

In 
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In the fummer the is fometimeB obferved to blow from difierent qu^tm at the 
fame time I have feen two boats fail quite contraty ways, until they came within le& 
than a league>of each other, and then one of them was becalmed, and the other con> 
tinned to fail forward. 

The tide of ebb here runs foutherly, and the tide of flood northerly, where no head, 
lands or promontories arewin the way to interpofe ; 'for in fuch cafes the tides are ob> 
fenred tp hold a eourfe quite contrary to the - ordinary motion in thefe ifles, and 
the oppofite main land : this is obferved between the eail fide of Skie and the oppoiite 
continent, where the tide of ebb runs northerly, and the tide of flood foutherly, as far 
as Killach-llone, on the fouth-eafl of Skie $ both tides running directly contrary to what 
is to be feen in all the weftern ifles and oppofite continent. I’he natives at Kylakin 
told me that they had feen three different ebbings fucccflively on that part of Skie. 

The tide of ebb is always greater with north winds, than when it blows from any other 
quarter ; and the tide of flood is always higher with fouth winds than any other. 

The two chief fpring-tides are on the t&nth of September, and oil the tenth or twen* 
tieth of March. 

The natives are very much difpofed to obferve the influence of the moon on human 
bodies, and for that caufe they never dig their peats but in the decrcafe ; for they ob> 
ferve that if they are cut in the increafe, they continue ftill moilf, and never -burn clear, 
nor are they without fmoke, but the contrary is daily obferved of peats cut in the 
decreafe. 

They make up their earthen dykes in the decreafe only, for fuch as are made at the 
increafe are ftill obferved to fall. 

They fell thdr timber, and cut their rulhes in time of the decreafe. 


Tie Difeafes known and net known in Skie and the adjacent IJles. 

THE gout, corns in the feet, convuKions, madnefs, fits of the mother, vapours, palfy, 
lethargy, rheumatifms, wens, ganglions, ldng*s-evil, ague, furfeits, and confumptions 
are not frequent, and barrennefs and abortion very rare. 

The difeafes that prevail here are fevers, .ftitches, cholic, head>ach, megrim, jaundice, 
fciatica, ftone, finall-pox, meafles, rickets, (curvy, worms, fluxes, tooth-ach, cough, and 
fquinancc. 

The ordinary remedies ufed. by the natives are taken from plants, roots, (tones, ani* 
mals, &c. 

To cure a pleurify, the letting of blood plentifully is an ordinary remedy. 

Whey, in which violets have been boiled, is ufed as a cooling and refrefliing drink 
for fuch as are ill of fevers. When the patient has not ^ fweat duly, their (hirt is 
boiled in water, and afterwards put on them, which caufes a fpeedy fweat. When the 
patient is very poftive, and without paifage by ftool or urine, or panes the ordinary time 
of fwqating in fevers, twoi or three handfuls of the Yea- planb called dulfe, boiled in a 
little water, and fome freih butter with it, and the jnfufion drunk, procures a paffage 
bot^ vays, and* fweat (hortly after: jthe dulfe, growing on ftone, not that on the fea* 
ware, is only proper in this cafe. » 

To procure deep after a fe^r, the feet, knees, and ancles of the patient are walhed 
in Warjn water, into which a good quantity of chick.weed is put, and afterwards fome 
.of the plant is appU^d warm to the neck, and between the (boulders, as the patient goes 
to bed. 


The 
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The tops of nettleSyi^hopped fmall, and mixed wiib a few whites of raw eggs, applied 
to the forehead and temples, by way of a frontel, is ufed to procure fleep. 

Foxglove, applied warm plaifterwife to the part aifedled, removes pains that follow 
after fevers. 

. The fea^plant linarich is ufed to procure fle<‘p, as is mentioned among its virtues. 

Erica baccifera boiled a little in water, and applied warm^o the cretwn of the head 
and temples, is ufed likewife as a remedy to procure fleep. 

To remove flitches, when letting blood does not prevail, the part affefled is rubbed 
with an ointment made of camomile and frefli butter, or of bta idy with fretti butter ; 
and others apply a quantity of raw feurvy-grafs chopped ftnall. 

The fcarlet-fever, which appeared in this ifle only within thefe twb years la.l, is ordi- 
narily cured by drinking now and then a glafs of brandy. If an infant happen to be 
taken with it, the nurfe drinks fome brandy, which qualifies the milk, and proves a fuc- 
cefsful remedy. 

'1 he common alga, or fea-ware, is yearly uftd with fuccefs, tc manure the fruit-trees 
in Sir Donald Macdonald’s orchard at Armidill : I'everal affirm that if a quantity of 
fea-ware be ufed about the roots of fruit-trees, whofe growth is hindered by the fea air, 
this will make them grow and produce fruit. 

Head-ach is removed by taking raw dulfe and linarich applied cold by way of plaifler 
to the temples. This likewife is ufed as a remedy to remove the megrim. 

'J he jaundice is cured by the vulgar as follows : the patient being (tripped naked be- 
hind to the middle of the back, he who adts the furgeon’s part marks the eleventh bone 
from the rump on the back with a black llroke, in order to touch it with his tongs, as 
mentioned already. 

Sciatica is cured by applying the cafe with the fat of the csTrara-fowl to the thigh bone; 
and it muft not be removed from thence till the cure is performed. 

Flamula-jovis, or fpire-wort, being cut fmall, and a limpet-fhell filled with it, and ap- 
plied to the thigh bone, caufes a blifter to rife about the bignefs of an egg ; which being 
cut, a quantity of watery matter iflTues from it : the blifler rifes three times, and being 
emptied as often, the cure is performed. The fea-piant linarich is applied to the place, 
to cure and dry the wound. 

Crow-foot of the moor is more efiedlual for raifing a blifler, and curing the fciatica, 
than ftamula-jwis ; for that fometimes fails of breaking or raifing the Ikin, but the crow- 
foot feldom fails. 

Several of the common people have the boldnefs to venture upon the Jlamula jovis^ 
inflead of a purge : they take a little of <he infufion, and drink it in melted firefli butter, 
as the properefl vehicle ; and this preferves the throat frdm being excoriated. 

For the (lone they driiik water-gruel without fait : they likewife eat allium, or wild 
gariick, and drink the infuflbn of it boiled in water, which they find effedual both ways. 
The infufion of the fea plant dulfe boiled is alfo good againfl the flone ; as is likewife 
the broth of wilksand limpets : and againfl the cholic, coflivenefs, and flitches, a quan- 
tity of feurvy-grafs boiled in water, with fome frefli butter aclded, and eaten for fome 
days, is an effedual remedy. * , 

To kill worms, the infufion of tanfy in whey of aq,uavitae, taken fiifling, is ad otdi- 
nary medicine with the illanders. • 

Caryophylata alpina chamdreos fol : it grows on marble in divers parts, about Cbrifl- 
Church in Strath ; never obferved before in Britain, and but once in lyelaAd, by 
Mr. Hiaton. Morifon’s Hill. Ray Syflopfis, 1 37. * 

Carmel, 



6^ * tiAKTin^S DSSCRIPTIOM Of THS 

Carmel, 4 //^/ Knaphard, by Mr. James Sutherland called ArgatUis SylvatictU ’: h'has 
a blue flower in July ; 'the .plant itfelf is not ufed, but the root is eaten to expel wind : 
and they fay it prevents drunkennels, by frequent chewing of it ; and being fo ufed, 
gives a good reliili to all liquors, milk only excepted. It is aromatick, and the natives 
prefer it to fpice, for brewing Aqwvuitte j the root will keep for many years ; fome fay 
that it is cordial, and allays hunger. 

Shunnis is a plant highly valued by the natives, who eat it raw, and alfo boiled with 
fifb, flefli, and milk*: it is ufed as a fovereign remedy to cure the Ihecp of the cough ; 
the root eaten fading, expels wind : it was not known in Britain, except in the north 
wed illes, and fomc parte of the oppodte continent. Mr. James Sutherland fent it to 
France fomc years ago. 

A quantity of wild fage chewed between one’s teeth, and put into the ears of cows or 
flicep that become blind, cures them, and pcrf^ly redores their fight ; of which there 
are many frcfli indances both in Skie and Harries, by perfons of great integrity. 

A quantity of w'ild fage choped fmall, knd eaten by horfes mixed with their corn, kills 
worms ; the horfe mud not drink for ten hours after eating it. 

'I'he infufion of wild fage after the fame manner, produces the like eflef);. 

Wild fage cut fmall, and mixed among oats given to a horfe fading, and kept with* 
out drink for feven or eight hours after, kills worms. 

Fluxes are cured by taking now tmd then a fpoonful of the fyrup of blue berries 
that grow on the Mertillus. 

Plantain boiled in water, and the he^ic-done heated red hot quenched in the fame, is 
.fuccefsfully ufed for fluxes. 

Some cure the tooth>ach, by applying a little of the Jiamula jovis, in a limpet-ihdl, to 
the temples. ‘ 

A green turf heated among embers, as hot as can be endured, and by the patient ap* 
plied to the fide of the, head affefted, is likewife ufed forlhe tooth>ach. 

For coughs and colds, water grud with a little butter is the ordinary cure. 

For cou^is'and-hoarfencfs, they ufe to bathe the feet in warm water, for the fpacc of 
a quarter of an hour at lead ; and then rub a little quantity of deer’s greafe (the older 
the better) to the foies of their feet by the fire ; the deer’s greafe alone is fulficient in 
the' moraing : and this method mud be continued until the cure is performed. And it 
may be ufed by youn^ of old, except women with child, for the firft four months, and 
fuch as are troubled with vapours. 

Harts-tongue and Maidcn«hair, boiled in w'ort,andthe ale, drunk, is ufed for coughs 
and confumptions. 

Milk or .water, wherein the liefHc^done hath been boiled or quenched red-hot, and 
being taken for ordinary drink, is alfo efficacious againd a confumption. 

The hands and feet often waflied in water, in which the hedic- done -has been boiled, 
is edeemed redorative. 

Yarrow with the heftic-done boiled in milk, and* frequently drunk, is ufed for con- 
fumptions. 

Water-grue^ is alfo found by experience to be gobd for confumptions } it purifies the 
blood', and procures appetite, whf n Jf unk without fair. 

There is a finith in the parilh of Kil-martin, who is reckoned a dodor for curing 
faintnefs of the fpirits. This he performs in the following manner : ‘ 

The patient being laid on the anvil with his face uppermod, the figith takes a big 
' hammer in both hands, and making his face aK grimace, he approaches his patient 4 
and then dravring his hammer from the ground, as if defigiied to hit hip with his full 

13 * drength 
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Itrenj’ih on 1)1-; forehead, he ('nds in a feint, elfc he would be Cure to cure the patient of 
all difoafes : but the firiith being acculloined to the performance, haa a dexterity of 
managing his hammer with difereiion ; though at the fame time ho inuft do it fo as to 
ilrikc terror in the patient : and this they fay has always tlie deligncd clieO:, 

■file liiiith is fi.tiious lur his p '.iigree ; for it has been obforved of along time, that, 
there has been but one only eiiiid i- ;r:'. .'ti the fair ’ 
he arrived to mail’s ellate, the father (iied priftiii 
the ihirtoc iith generation of that Taco of people \v 
them pretend to this cure. 

JUdca p>'Jfw, or iwiAing the guts, has been feveral timc 3 cured by drinking a draught 
of cold waier, with a little oatmeal iu it, and then hanging the patic'nl by the heels for fome 
time. I'he lull inllance InSkie was by John Monifon, in the village of Talifk*r, wlio 
by this remedy alone cured a boy of fourteen years of ago. Dr. Pitcairn told me, that 
the like cure had been performed in the (hire of Fife for the fame difeafe. A cataplafin 
of hot dulfe, with its juice, applied feveral timis to the lower part of the bslly, cured the 
H'ntc pajjion. 

The lea plant dulfe is nfed, as is faid above, to remove cholicks ; and to remove that 
diftemper and coftivenefs, a little quantity of frefli butter, attd fome feurvy-grafs boiled, 
and eaten w’ith its infufion, is an ufual and eifeftual remedy. 

A large handful of the fca-plant dulfe, growing upon ftone, being applied outwardly, 
as is mentioned above, againft the iliaca pajjio^ takes away the after-birth with great cafe 
and fafety ; this remedy is to be repeated until it produce the defired effeft, though fome 
hours may be intermitted : the frelher the dulfe is, the operation is the (ironger ; for if 
it is above two or three days old, little is to be expeded from it in this cafe. This plant 
fcldom or never fails of fuccefs, though the patient hadbetn delivered feveral days be- 
fore ; and of this I have lately feen an extraordinary inftance at Edinburgh in Scotland, 
when the patient was given over as dead. 

Dulfe, being eaten raw or boiled, is by daily experience fouiAlto be an excellenta an 
tifcorbutic ; it is better raw in this cafe, and mull: be firft waflaed in cold water. 

For a fracture, the firft thing they apply to a broken bone, is the white of an egg, 
and fome barley meal ; and then they tic fplinters round it, and keep it fo tied for fome 
days. When the fplinters are untied, they make ufc of the following ointment, viz. a 
like quantity of betonka pduli, St. John’s wort, goldcn-rod, all cut and bruifed in fiieeps’ 
greafe, or frcfli butter, to a confiftenco ; fome of this they fpread on a cloth, and lay on 
the wound, which continues untied , for a few days. 

Giben of St. Kilda, i. e. the fat of fc^ fowls made into a pudding iu the ftomach of the 
fowl, is alfo an approved vulnerary for man or beaft. 

The vulgar make purges of the inlulion of feurvy-grafs, and fome frefti butter ; and 
this they continue to take for the fpace of a week or two, becaufc it is mild in its opc- 
rat ion. 

'I’hcy ufc the infufion of the fca-plant dulfe, after the fame manner, inftead of a 
purge. * * 

F.ycs that arc bh^od-lhot, or become blind for fome days, arc cured here by applying 
fome bladqs of the plant fern, and the yellow is by them reckoned bef! ; this tlrey»mix 
v. ith the white of an egg, and lay it on fome coarfe flax — and the egg next to the face 
and brows, and the patient is ordered to lie on his back.* 

To ripen a tumor, or boil, they cut female jacobea fmall, mix it with fome frefli but- 
‘cr on a hot ftone, and apply it warm ; and this ripens and draws* the tumor quickly,' 
vei,. in. 4 M ahj 
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and uitl'.out pain : the fame remedy is ufed for women’s breafls that are hard, or 
fvvclled. 

For taking the fyroms out of the hands, they ufe afhes of burnt fea<ware, mixed with 
fait water *, and walking their bands in it, without drying them, it kills the worms. 

Burnt aihes of fea>ware preferve cheel'e inllead of fait ; which is frequently pra£tifed 
in this illc. Aihes of burnt fea-ware fcower flaxen thread better, and make it whiter 
than any thing elfe. 

When their feet are fwelled and benumbed with cold, they fcarify their heels with a 
lancet. . • 

They make glillers of the plant Mercury, and fome of the vulgar ufe it as a purge, for 
which it ferves both ways. 

They make glillers alfo of the roots of flags, water, and fait butter. 

They have found out a llrange remedy for fuch as could never eafe nature at fca by 
flool or Urine; there were three fuch men in the parilh of St. Mary’s in Trotternefs, 
two of them I knew, to wit, John Mac-Ph,ade, and Finlay Mac-Phade ; they lived on the 
coall, and went often a fifliing, and alter they had fpent fome nine or ten hours at lea, 
their bellies would fwell : for after all their endeavours to get paflage either ways, it 
was impraflicable until they came to hind, and then they found no difficulty in the thing. 
This was a great inconvenience to any boat’s crew in which either of thefe three men 
had been fiming, for it obliged them often to forbear when the filhing was moll plenti- 
ful, and to row to the Ihore with any of thefe men that happened to become lick for 
landing was the only remedy. At length one of their companions thought of an ex- 
periment to remove this inconvenience ; he confidered, that when any of thefe men had 
got their feet on dry ground, they could then eafe nature with as much freedom as any 
other perfon ; and thereforf* he carried a large green turf of earth to the boat, a^d 
placed the green fide u| permoft, without telling the reafon. One of thefe men who was 
fubjefl to the infirmity above-mentioned, perceiving an earthen turf in the boat, was 
furprized at the light erf it, and enquired for what purpofe it was brought thither ? He 
that laid it there anfwered, that he had done it to ferve him, and that when he was dif- 
pofed to eafe nature, he might And himfelf on land, though he was at fea. The other 
took this as an affront, lb that from words they came to blows ; their fellows with 
much ado did feparate them, and blamed him that brought the turf into the boat, fince 
fuch a fancy could produce no other effedl than a quarrel. All of them employed their 
time eagerly in fifliing, until fome hours after, that tlie angry man, who before was fo 
much affronted at the turf, was fo ill of the fwelling of his belly as ufual, that he 
begged the crew to row to the Ihore, but this was very difobiiging to them all. He 
that intended to try the experiment with the turf, bid the lick man Hand on it, and he 
might cxpefl to have fuccefs by it ; but he refufed, and llill refented the affront which 
he thought was intended upon him : but at lall all the boat’s crew urged him to try 
what the turf might produce, fmee it could not make him woiTe than he was. I'he 
man being in ^great pain, was by their repeated importunities prevailed upon to Hand 
with his feet on the turf ; and it had the wiflied elled, for mature became obedient 
both ways : and then the angry man changed his not^, for he thanked his dofldr, whom 
he had fome hours before beat. And from that lime none of thefe three men ever went 
to fea without a green turf in the boat, which proved effeflual. This is matter of fa£l 
fufficiently known and atte(ted*by the better part of the parifliiouers lli|l living upon the 
place. 


The 
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The ancient way the iflanders ufed to procure fweat, was thus : a part of an earthen 
floor was covered with fire, and when it was fuflicienily heated, the fire was taken away, 
and the ground covered with a heap of ttraw ; upon this hraw p quantity of water M'as 
poured, and the patient lying on the ftraw ; the heat of it put lii;- whole body into a 
fweat. 

To caufe any particular part of his body to fweat, they dig an hole in an earthen 
floor, and fill it with hazel flicks, and dry ruflics ; above thefe they put a he£lick-<lone 
red hot, and pouring fome water into the liolc, the patient holds the part affeded over 
it, and riiis procures a fpeedy fweat. 

Their common way of procuring fweat is by drinking a large draught of water-gruel 
with fome butter, as they go to bed. 

Of the various EffeSls of Pipes on fever al Con/iitutiom in thefe IJiands. 

Dongal Mac-Ewan became feverifh always ^fter eating bf fifh of any kind, except 
thornback and dog-fifh. 

A ling fifh having brown fpots on the fkin, caufes fuch as cat of its liver, to call their 
fkin from head to foot. This happened to three children in the hamlet of Talifkir, after 
eating the liver of a brown fpotted ling. 

Finlay Rofs and his family, in the parifh of Uge, having eaten a freih ling fifh, with 
brown fpots on its fkin, he and they became indiipofed and feverifh for fome few days, 
and in a little time after they were blifiered all over. Tliey fay that when the frefh ling 
is falted a few days, it has no fuch effed. 

There was a horfe in the village Bretill, which had the eredion backward, contrary 
to all other of its kind. * 

A weaver in Portrie has a faculty of ereding and letting fall his ears at pleafure, and 
opens and (huts his mouth on fuch occafions. , 

A boy in the cafilc of Duntultn, called Miller to a by-name, hath a pain and fwelling 
in his great toe at any change of the moon, and it continues only for the fpace of one 
day, or two at mofl. 

Allen Mac-Ieod, being about ten years of age, was taken ill of a pain which moved 
from one part of his body to another,, and where it was felt, the fkin appeared blue ; it 
came to his toe, thigh, teflicles, arms and head ; when the boy was bathed in warm 
water, he found molt eafe. The hinder part of his head, which was lafl affeded, had a 
little fwelling ; and a woman endeavouring to fquecze the humour out of it, by brufing 
it on each fide with her nails, fhe forced out at the fame time a little animal near an inch 
in length, having a white head fharp pointed, the reft of its body of a red colour, and 
full of fmall feet on each fide. Animals of this fort have been fecn in the head and 
legs of feveral perfons in the ifles, and are diftinguiflied by the name of Fillian. 

* Profit hodf preferved by the Natives, 

A rod of oak, of four, five, fix or eight inches about, twilled roun^ like a wyth> 
boiled in wort, and well dried and kept m a little liimdle of barley-ftraw, and bciAg 
Itccped again* in wort, caufeth It to ferment, and procures veaft : the rod is cut before 
the middle of May, and is frequently ufed to fumifli yeaft i and being preferved and 
ufed in this manner, it ferves for many years together. I have feen the experffnent 
tried, and was IKewed a piece of a thick wyth, which hath been prdTerved for making 
^ ale with, for about twenty qy thirty years. 
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educarion ffom'his dither, thoogh he died when he himfelf was but a boT« I have dif- 
courfed with him feriouily at dilferent times, and am fully fatisfied, that be ufes no un* 
lawful means for obtainii^ his end. 

His dilcourfe of the feveral conftitutions, the qualities of plants, &c. was more folid 
than could have been expected from one of his education. Several Tick people from 
remote ifles came to him } and fome from the fhire of Rofs, at feventy miles diTlance, 
fent for his advice : f left him very fuccefsful, but can give no further account of him 
fince that time. . 

They are generally a very fagaeious people, quick of apprehenfion, and even the 
vulgar exceed all thofe of their rank and education I ever yet faw in any other country. 
They have a great genius for mufie and mechanics. I have obferved feveral of their 
children, that, before they could fpeak, were capable to diftinguiih and make choice 
of one tune before another upon the violin ; for they always appeared uneafy until 
the tune which they fancied belt dras played, and then they exprefled their fatisfaflion 
by the motions of their head and hands/ 

There are feveral of them who invent tunes very taking in the fouth pf Scotland, 
and elfewhere : fome muiicians have endeavoured to oafs for firft inventers of them 
by changing their name, but this has been imprafUcable ; for whatever language gives 
the modern name, the tune ftill contmues to fpeak its true original : and of this 1 have 
been (hewed feveral inftances. 

Some of the native are very dexterous in engraving trees, birds, deer, dogs, &c. 
upon bone, an ^ horn. Or wood, without any other tool than a (harp>pointed knife. 

. Several of both fexes have a quick van of poefy, and, in their language, (which is 
very empharic) they compofe rhyme and verTe, both which powerfully affed the fancy : 
and, in my judgment, (which is nbt (ingular in this matter,) with as great force as that 
of any ancient or modern poet I ever yet read. They have generally very retentive 
memories, they fee things at a girat diftance. The unhappinefs of their education, 
and their want of contferfe with foreign nations, deprives them of the opportunity to 
cultivate and beautify their genius, which feems to have been formed by Nature'for 
great attainments. And, on the other hand, their reliredneis may be rather thought an 
advantage, at lead to their better part : according to that of the hiftorian ; Plus valuit 
apud hes ignorantia vithrum, quam apud Graces omnia precepta philofopbortm : ** The ig- 
norance of vices is more powerful among thofe, than all the precepts of philofophy are 
among the Greeks.” 

For they are to this day happily ignorant of many vices that are praftifed in the 
learned and polite world : I could mention feveral, for which they have not as yet got 
a name, or fo much as a notion of them. 

The diet generally ufed by the natives confifts of frefh food, for they feldom tade 
any that is falted, except bjutter ; the generality eat but little fleih, and only perfons 
of didindion cat it every day, and make three meals, for all the red eat only two, and 
they eat more jboiled than roafted. Their ordinary diet is butter, eheefe, milk, pota- 
toes, colworts, broeban, <i. r. oatmeal and water boiled ; th^ latter taken trith fome 
bread is the condant food of feveral thoufands of both fexes in this and other ifles, 
during the winter and fprin^ : yet tbey undergo many dttigues both by fea a^d land, 
wd are very healthful. This verifies what the poet (iuth, Peptdis fat ejl lymphaque Ce^ 
rtfiue : l^ature is fatisfied with* bread and water. . 

Jhe^ is no place fo well dored with fuch great quantity of good beef and mutton, 
where fo little is copfumed by- eating. They generally ufe no fine fauces to entice a 
^(e appetite, nor brandy or tea for digedion ; thepured w^ter ferves them in fuch 
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cafes : this, together with th^ar ordinary exercife, and the fire air, prefenres their bo- 
dies and minds in a regular linme, free frpm the various convulfions that ordinarily at- 
tend luxury. There is not one of them too corpulent, nor too meagre. 

The m«.n-fervants hav^ sdways double the quantity of bread, &c. that is given to 
women-fervants i at which the latter are n-.' ways offended, in regard of the many 
fatigues by fea and land, which the former undergo. 

Ootif which in Englilh figniBes froth, is a dilh uf^ by feveral of the iflanders, and 
forae on the oppOfite main.Tand, in time of fcarcity, when they want bread ; it is made 
in the following manner : a quantity of milk or whey is boiled in a pot, and then it is 
wrought up to the mouth of the pot with a long ftick of wood, having a crois at the 
lower>end } it is turned about like the ftick for making chocolate ; and being thus- 
made, it is'fuppcd with fpoons. It is made up five or fix times, in the fame manner, 
and the lad is always reckoned bed, and the firlt two or three frothings the worft ; 
the milk or whey that is in the bottom of the pot is reckoned much better in all *re* 
fpe£ls than fimple milk. It may be thought ll|at fuch as feed after this rate, are not 
fir for a£tion of any kind ; but I have feen feveral that lived upon this fort of food, 
made, of whey only, for fome months together, and yet they were able to undergo the 
ordinary fatigue or their employments, whether by fea or land ; and I have leen them* 
travel to the tops of high mountains, as brilkly as any I ever faw. 

Some who live plentifully make this dilh as abovefaid of goats* milk, which is faid 
to be nourilhing ; the milk is thickened, and taftes much better after fo much work- 
ing ; fome add a little butter and nutmeg to it. I was treated with this dilh in feveral 
places, and, being alked >yhether this fsud dilh or chocolate was belt: f 1 told them that 
if we judged by the effeds, this dilh was preferable to chocolate } for fuch as drink 
often of the former, enjoy a better ftate of health, than thofp who ufe the latter- 

Graddan, ^ 

The ancient way of tireftlng com, which is yet ufed in feveral illes. Is called grsif- 
dan, from the Irilh word grad ; which fignifics quick. A woman fitting down, takes 
a handful of corn, holding it by the llalks in her left hand, and then lets fire to the 
ears, which are prefently in a flame ; Ihe has a ftick in her right hand, which (he 
manages very dexteroully, beating off the grain at the very inftaut, when the hulk is 
quite burnt ; for if (he mifs of that Ihe mull ufe the kiln, but experience has taught 
them this art to perfedion. The com may bd fo dreffed, winnowed, ground, and 
baked, within an hour after reaping from the ground. The oat bread dreffed as above 
is looi'ening, and that dreffed in the kiln aftringent, and of greater ftrength for la- 
bourers ; but they love the ^raddan^ as being more agreeable to their tafte. This 
barbarous cuftom is much laid afide, fince the number of their mills increafed. Capt. 
Fairweather, mailer of an Ehgilih veflll, having dropt anchor at Bernera of Glenleg 
over againft Skie, faw two women at this employment, and, wondering to fee fo much 
ftame and fmoak, he camp near, knd flnding that it was cqm they burnt, he run 
away in great haftc, telling the natives that he had feen two mad women very 
bufy burning corn : the people cami to fee what the matter was, and laughed at the 
Captain*s miftakc, though he was not a little furprifed at the ftrangenefs of a cuftota 
that he had never feen of heard of before. • 

There are two fidrs of late held yearly at Portry on the eaft fide of Skie : the con- 
venience of the harbour^ which is in the middle of the ille, made th^ choofe* this 
for the fitted place. The fird holds about the middle of June, the*fecond about the 
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beginning of Septeniber. The various produ£l;s of this and the ai^acent'lfles and con- 
ihtent are fold here, viz. horfes, cows, ihcep, goats, hides, ikins, butter, cheefe, fiili, 
wool, &c. 

. All the horfes and cows fold at the fair fwim to the main land over one of the ferries 
qr founds called KyJesf one of which is on the caO;, the other on the fouth fide of Skie. 
Th.tt on the oafi; is about a mile broad, and the other on the fouth is half a mile : titcy 
begin when it is near low water, and faften a twilled wyth about the lower jaw* of each 
cow, the other end of the \vyth is faltened to another cow’s tail, and the number fo tied 
together is commonly five. A boat with four oars rows ofl^ and a man fitting in the 
ilern, holds the wyth in his hand to keep Up the foremoll cow’s head ; and thus all the 
five cows fwim as fall as the boat rows ; and in this manner above an hundred may be 
be ferried over in one day. Thefe cows are fometitnes drove above four hundred miles 
further fouth ; they foon grow fitt, and prove fwcet and tender beef. 


Their Hahit. 

The firft habit wore by perfons of dillinflion in the iflands was the leni’Croich, from 
the Iriih word leru^ which fignifies a fhirt, and crotch failVon, becaufe their Ihirt was 
dyed with that herb : the ordinary number of ells ufed to make this robe was twenty- 
four } it was the upper garb, reaching' below the knees, and was tied with a belt round 
the middle : but the iilanders have laid it afide about a hundred years ago. 

They now generally ufe coat, wailtcoat, and breeches, as elfewhcre ; and on their 
heads wear bonnets made of thick cloth, fome blue, fome black, and fome grey. 

Many of the people wear trowis ; fome have them very fine woven like dockings of 
thofe made of cloth ; Ibgie are coloured, and others llriped : the latter are as well 
fliaped as the former, lying clofe to the body from the middle downwards, and tied 
round with a belt above the haunches. There is a fquare piece of doth which hangs 
down before. The 'meafure for lhaping the trowis is a Hick of wood, whofe length is 
a cubit, and* that (fivided into the length of a finger, and half a finger ; fo that it re- 
quires more Ikill to make it than the ordinary habit. 

The fhocs anciently wore were a piece of the hide of a deeir, cow, or horfe, with the 
hdr on, being tied behind and before with a point of leather. .The generality now wear 
fhoes, having one thin foal only, and lhaped after the right and left foot ; fo that what 
is for one foot will not ferve the other. 

But perfons of diftiodion wear the garb in falhion in the fouth of Scotland. 

The plaid, wore only by the men, is made of fine wool, the thread as fine as can be 
made of that kind j it confids of divers colours, and there is a great deal of ingenuity 
required in forting the colours, fo as to be agreeable to the nicell fancy. For this 
reafon the women are at great pains firft to give an cxafl pattern of the plaid upon 
a piece of wood, having the number of eyery thread of the ilripe on it. The length 
of it is comjnonly feven double ellsj the one end hangs' by the middle over the left 
arm, the other goiii^ rqund the body, hangs by fhe end over the left arm alfo : the 
right hand above it is to be at liberty to do any thing upon occafton. Every ille differs 
from each other in their fancy of making plaids, as* to the ftripes in breadth, and colours. 
This humour is as different throUgli the main land of the Highlands, in to far that they 
who have feen thofe places are able, at the firft view of a man’s plaid, to guefs the place 
of his refidence. ‘ 

'\Vhen they travel on foot, the plaid is tied on the bread with a bodkin of bone or 
wood (juft as thej^r'flA wore by the Germans, atfeording to the defeription of C. Tacitus ) : 
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the plad is tied round the middle with a leather be lt ; it is plaited from the belt to the 
knee very nicely : this drefs for footmen is found much eaficr and lighter than breeches 
or Irowis. ^ 

The ancient drefs wore by the wfjmen, and which is yet wore by fome of the vulgar, 
called arifad, is a white plad, having a few fmall firipes of black, blue, an.l red ; it 
reached from the neck to the heels, and was tied before.on t!ie breafl with a biukle of 
filver or brafs, according to the quality of the perfon. 1 have fei n fnne oftlie former 
of an hundred marks value; it was broad as an ordinary p.'tvrcr plate, the whole cMii- 
oufly engraven with various animals, he. There was a leffer buckle, which was wore 
in the middle of the larger, and above two ounces w-eight ; it had in the ce’.itnr a large 
piece of chryllal, or fome finer ftone, and this was fet all round with feveial facr llones 
of a lefl'er fize. 

The plad being plaited all round, was tied with a belt below the hreafi ; the belt 
was of leather, and feveral pieces of filver intermixed with the leather like a chain. 
The lower end of the belt has a piece of plait about eight incl’es long, and three in 
breadth, curioufly engraven ; the end of which was adorned with fine Itoncsi or pieces 
of red coral. They wore fleeves of fcarlet cloth, clofed at the end as men’s veils, with 
gold lace round them, having plate buttons fet with fine Hones. The head drefs was a 
fine kerchief of linen (Irait about the head, hanging down the back taper-wife ; a large 
lock of hair hangs down their checks above their bread, the lower end tied with a knot 
of ribbands. 

The iflanders have a great refped for their chiefs and heads of tribes, and they con* 
elude grace after every meal vvidi a petition to Cod for their welfare and profperity 
Neither will they, as far as in them lies, fuffer them to fink under any misfortune ; but 
in cafe of a decay of edate, make a voluntary contribution 5n their behalf, as a comtuoa 
duty, to fupport the credit of their families. 

Way of Fighting. 

The ancient way of fighting was by fet battles ; and for arms, fome had broad two- 
handed fwords and head-pieces, and others bows and arrows. When all their arrows 
were fpent, they attacked one another with fword in hand. Since the invention of 
guns, they are very early accudomed to ufe them, and carry their pieces vVith them 
•wherever they go : they likew'ife learn to handle the broad fword and target. The 
chief of each tribe advances with his followers within fliot of the enemy, having fird: 
laid afide titeir upper garments ; and a^jer one general difeharge, they attack them with 
fword in hand, having their target on their lelt hand (as they did at Killicranky), which 
foon brings the matter to an iflue, and verifies the obfervaiion made of them by your 
hidorians : 

Aut mors cito, aut viHoria lata. 

% • 

This ifle is divided into'three parts, tvhich are pofleffed by different proprietors. The 
fouthem part, called Slait, is the property and title of Sir Donald Macdonald, knight 
and baronet: his family is always didinguilhed freftn all the tribes of his name, by <he 
Iridi as well as Englifli, and called Mac-Donald abfolutelj, and by way of excellence, he 
being reckoned by genealogids and all others the fird for antiquity among all the an- 
cient tribes, both in the ides and continent. He is lineally defeended from SommerU-d, 
who, according to Buchanan, was thane of Argyle. He got the illds into his j)offefiion 
by virtue of his wife’s right ; his fon was called Donald, and from him all the families 
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of UiP name Mac-DonaU are defcended. He was the fird of that name who had the 
title of King of the Ifles. One of that name fubfcribing a charter granted by the King 
of Scots to the family of Roxburgh, writes as follows : “ Donald,^King of the 
•witnefs.” fie would not pay homage to the King for the ifles, but only for the lands 
which he held of him on the continent. 

One of Donald’s fucoeffors* married a dawglitcr of King Robert II., the firft of the 
name of Stuart, by whom he acquired feveral lauds in the Highlands. I’he earldom of 
Rofs came to this family, by marrying the heirefs of the houfe of Lefly. One of the 
Earls of Rofs, called John, being of an cafy temper, anil too liberal to the church, and 
to his valfals and friends, his fon iEiieas (by Buchanan called Donald) was fo oppofite 
to his father's condud, that he gathered together an army to oblige him from giving 
away any more of his eftate. The father raifed an army againft his fon, and fought 
him at fea, on the coad of Mull ; the place is fince called the Bloody-bay ; the fon 
however had the viftory. This difpofed the father to go ftraight to the King, and make 
over the right of all his eftate to him. ‘The fon kept polTeflion fomc time after; how- 
ever this occafioned the fall of that great family, though there are yet extant feveral 
ancient tribes of the name, both in the ifles and coniinent. Thus far the genealogiR 
Mac-Vurich, and Hugh Mac-Donald, in their manuferipts. 

The next adjacent part to Slait, and joining it on the north fide, is Strath ; it is the 
property of the laird of Mac-Kinnon, head of an ancient tribe. 

On the north-weft fide of Strath lies that part of Skie called Macleod’s country, poB 
fefied by Macleod. Genealogifls fay he is lineally dtfeeuded from Leud, fon to the 
' black prince of Man ; he is head of an ancient tribe. 

The barony of Troternefs, on the north fide of Skie, belongs to Sir Donald Mac- 
Donald; the proprietors and all the inhabitants are proteftants, except twelve, who are 
Roman Catholics. The former obferve the feftivals of Chrillmas, Eafter, Good-Friday, 
and that of St. Michaal’s. Upon 'the hner they have a cavalcade in each pariflj, and 
feveral families bake the cake called St. Michael’s bauhock. 

Boot. 

THE ifle of Boot, being ten miles in length, lies on the weft fide of Cowal, from 
which it is feparated by a narrow channel, in feveral parts not a mile broad. The 
north end of this ifle is mountainous and heathy, being more defigned for pafturage 
than cultivation : the mould is brown or black, and in foine parts clayey ; the ground 
yields a good produce of oats, barley, and peafe; there is but little wood growing jthere, 
yet there is a coppice at the fide of Loch-fad. The ground is arable from the middle 
to the fouthward, the he^ic-ftone is to be bad in many parts of this ifle ; and there is 
a quarry of red ftoiie near the town of Rofa, by which the fort there, and the chapel 
on its north fide, have *been built. Rothfay, ' the head town of the {hire of Boot and 
Arran, lies oft the eaft coaft of Boot, and is one of the titles of the Prince ol Scotland : 
King Robert III. created his fon Duke of Rothfay, and ftewaikl of Scotland ; and after- 
wards Queen Mary created the Lord Darolcy Dulse of Rothfay, before her marriage 
with him. Tfiis town is a very ancient royal borough, but thinly peoplqii, there not 
, being above a hundred families m it, and they have no forei^ trade. On the north 
fide of Rothfay there is a very ancient ruinous fort, round in form, having a thick wall, 
and bout three ftorics high, and paflages round within the wall ; it is furrounded with 
a wet ditch ; it ha^a gate on the fouth, and a double gate on the eaft, and a baftion on 
each fide the gate, and witliout thefe there is a draw-bridge, and the fea flows within 
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forty yards of it. The fort is large enough for exercifing a battalion of men ; it has a 
chapel and feveral little houfes within, and a large houfe of four ftories high fronting 
the eaHern gate. . The people here have a tradition, that this fort was built by King 
Rofa, who is faid to have come to this ifle before King Fergus I. The other forts are 
Down-Owlc and Down-Allin, Ijoth on the weft tide. 

1 he churches here arc as follow : Kiimichel, KiUBlain, and KU-Chattan, in the foutli 
pariih ; and Lady. Kirk in Rothfiy is themtoft northerly parilh : all the inhabitants are 
protellants. 

The natives here are not troubled with any epidemical difeafe : the finall-pox vilits 
them corantonly once every fixth or feventh year. The oldeft man now living in this 
ifle is one Fleming, a weaver, in Rothfay ; his neighbours told me that he could never 
cafe nature at fea, who is ninety years of age. The inhabitants generally fpeak the 
Fnglifti and Irifli tongue, and wear the fame habit with thofe of the other iflands ; they 
are very induftrious fiiliers, efpccially for herring, for which ufe they are furniihed with 
about eighty large boats : the tenants pay thei* rent with the profit of herrings, if they 
are to be had any where on the weftern coaft. 

The principal hcrctors here arc Stuart of Boot, who is hereditary Iheriff of this /hire, 
and hatli his feat in Rofa : BalUintinc of Kearns, whofe feat is at the head of the bay of 
that iiatne, and has aii orchard by it : Stuart of Eftick, whofe feat has a park and or- 
chard. And about a mile to the fouth of Rothfay, next lies two ifles called Cumbray 
tlie Gn-ater, and the LefTer ; the former b within a league of Boot. This ifland has a 
chnjjcl and a well, which the natives efteein a catholicon for all difeafes. This ifle k a 
mile in length, but the other ifle is much Icfs in coinpafs. Both ifles are the property of 
Montgomery of Skelmorly. 


Arran. 

THE name of this ifle is by feme derived from arrany which in the Irifli language 
fignifies bread ; others think it comes more probably from arm or arfpiy which in their 
language is as much as the place of the giant Fin-Mac-Coul’s flaughter or execution ; 
for aar fignifies flaughter, and fo they will liave arin only the Contraftion of arrin or jin. 
The received tradition of the great giant Fin-Mac-Coul’s military valour, which he ex* 
■encifed upon the ancient natives here, feems to favour this conjecture ; this they fay is 
evident from the many ftoncs fet up in divers places of the ille, as monuments upon the 
graves of perfons of note that were killed in battle. 1 his. ifle is twenty-four miles from 
fouth to north, and fevdi miles from eaft to weft : it lies between the ifle of Boot and 
Kyntyre, in the oppofite main land. The ifle is high and mountainous, but Hopes on 
each fide round the coaft, and the glen is only made ufe of for tillage. The mountains 
near Brodick-bay are of a confidemble height ; all the hills generally aflbrd a good paf- 
turage, though a great part of them be covered only with heath. 

'I'he mould here is of divers colours, being black and brown near the hills, and clayey 
and faiidy upon the coaft. , 

'I'he natives told me that fomc places of the ifle afford fullers-earth. 'The coaft on 
the eaft fi^e is rocky near the fhore ; the ftones^on the coaft, for fome miles beneath 
Brodick, are all of a red colour, and of thefe the caftle ot Brodick is buik. The natives 
fay that the mountains near the caftle of Brodick afford cryftal, and that the Duchefs 
of Hamilton put fo great a value on it, as to be at the charge of cutting a necklace of it ; 
which the inhabitants t^e as a great honour done them, becaufe they have a great ve- 
neration for her Grace. There is no confiderablc woods here, but a few coppices, yet' 
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that in thegfen towards the weft is abevo a mile in' length. There are capacious fields 
of arable ground on each fide Brodick'bay, as alfo on the oppoftte weftern coaft. The 
largcft and' bell field for pafturage is that on the fouth-weft fide. 

Several rivers on each fide this ifte afford falmon, particularly the two rivers on the 
Well called Mackir-fide, and the two in Kirkmichel and Brodick-bay. 

The air here is temperately cold and moift, which is in fome lueaiure qualified by the 
frefli breezes that blovv from t!ie hills ; but the natives think a dram of itrong- waters is 
a good correftive. 

'I’herc are feveral caves on the coaft of this ifle : thofe on the weft are pretty large* 
particularly that in Druim-cruey, a hundred men may fit or lie in it ; it is contradled 
gradually from the floor upwards to the roof. In the upper end there is a large piece 
of rock formed like a pillar ; there is engraven on it a deer, and underneath it a two- 
handed fword } there is a void fpace on each fide this pillar. 

The fouth fide of the cave has a horfe-flioe engraven on it. On each fide the door 
there is a hole cut out, and that they fay^ was for holding big trees, on which the caul- 
dron? hang for boiling their beef and venifon. The natives fay that this w'as the cave in 
which Fin-Mac-Coul lodged during the time of his refidence in this ifle, and that his 
guards lay in the lefler caves, which are near this big one : there is a little cave joining 
to the largeft, and this they call the cellar. 

There is a cave fome miles more foutherly or the fame coaft, and they told me that 
the minifter preached in it fometimes, in regard of its being more centrical than the 
parilh church. 

Several erefled ftones are to be feen on each fide this ifle : four of thefe are near 
• Brodick-bay, about the diftance of feventy yards from the river, and are feven feet higli 
each. The higheft of thefo ftones that fell under my obfervatlon was on the fouth lido 
of Kirkmichel river, and is above fifteen feet high; there is a ftone coffin near it, which 
has been filled with human bongs, until of late that the river wallicd away the earth, 
and the bones that wefe in the coffin : Mac-Louis, who had feen them, fays they were 
of no larger fize than thofe of our own time. On the weft fide there are three ftones 
erefled in Baelliminich, and a fourth at fome diftance from thefe, about fix feet high 
each. 'In the moor on the ealt fide Druim-cruey there is a circle of ftones, the area is 
about thirty paces ; there is a ftone of the fame mape and kind about forty paces to the 
weift of the circle : the natives fay that this circle was made by the giant Fin-Mac-Coul, 
and that to the fingle ftone, Bran, Fin-Mac-Coul’s hunting-dog, was ufually tied. 
About half a mile to the north fide Baelliminich there are two ftones erefled, each of 
them eight feet high. 

There is a circle of big ftones a little to the fouth of Druim-cruey, the area of which 
is about twelve paces'; there is a broad thin ftone in the middle of this circle, fupported 
by three lefler ftones : the ancient inhabitants are reported to have burnt their facrifices 
on the broad ftone in time of heathenifm. 

There is a thin broad ftone tapering towards the top, ereded within a quarter of a 
mile of the fea, near Machir river, and is nine feet high; and s»: fome little diftance from 
the river there is a large cavern of ftones. , 

There is an eminence of about a thoufand paces in compafs on the fea-coaft in Druim- 
cruey village, and it is fenced aboMt with a ftone wall : of old it was a fan^uary, and 
whatever number of men or cattle could get within it were fecured fipin the alTaults ot 
their enemies, the place being privileged by univerfal confent. 

, The only good btitbour in this ifle is lamlaffi, which is in the foutlileaft end of tlie 
ifle of that name, 

There 
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There is a great fifhing of cod and whiting in and about this bay. 

The whole ifle is defigned by nature more for pafturage than cultivation ; the hills 
are generally covered all over with heath, and produce a mixture of the erlca-baccifera^ 
cat’S'tail, and juniper, all which are very agreeable to the eye in the fummer. 'fhc 
higheft hills of this ifland are feeii at a conAderabie diAance from feveral parts uf tlie 
continent and north-weft ifles, and they ferve inftead of a foreft to maintain the deer, 
which are about four hundred in number, and they are carefully kept by a forcftcr, to 
give fport to the Duke of Hamilton, or any of his family that go a hunting there ; for 
if any of the natives happen to kill a deer without licence, which is not often granted, 
he is liable to a fine of twenty pounds -Scots for each deer: and when they grow too 
numerous, the forefter grants licences for killing a certain number of them, on condition 
they bring the (kins to himfelf. 

The cattle here are horfes and cows of a- middle fize, and they have alfo (hcep and 
goats. This ille aftbrds the common fea and land fowls that are to be had in the 
weftern ifles. The black cock is not allowed to, be killed here without a licence ; the 
f ranfgrelTors are liable to a fine. 

The caftle of Brodick, on the north fide of the bay of that name, (lands on a plain, 
from which there is about four hundred paces of a gradual defccht towards the fea. 

This caftle is built in a long form ; from fouth to north there is a wall of two (lories 
high, that cncompalTos the caftle and tower; the fpace within the wall on the fouth fide 
the caftle is capable of inufttring a battalion of men. 

The caftle is four (lories high, and has a tower of great height joined to the north fide, 
and that has a baftion clofe to it, to which a lower baftion is added. The fouth and weft 
(ides are furrounded with a broad W'et ditch, but the caft and north fides have a defeent 
which w'ill not admit of a wet ditch. The gate looks to th^ eaft. This caftle is the 
Duke of Hamilton’s (cat, when his Grace or any of the family make their fummer vifit 
to this Ifland. 'I'he baililf or (leward has his refidence in this calUc, and he has a de- 
putation to afi with full power to levy the rents, give leafes of nhe lands, and hold 
courts of juftice. 

'I'here is another caftle belonging to the Duke in the north fide of the ifle, at the 
head of I.och-Keniftil, in which there is a harbour for barks and boats. The ifle of 
Arran is tlie Duke of Hamilton’s property (a very fmall part excepted) ; it lies in the 
flicriffdom of Boot, and made part of the diocefe of Argyle. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are compofed of feveral tribes. The moft ancient fa- 
mily among them is by the natives reckoned to be Mac-Louis, which in the ancient 
language figiiifies the fon *of Lewis ; they own themfelves to be defeended of French 
parentage, their firnarae in Engli(h is Fullerton, and their title Kirk-Michell, the place 
of their refidence. If tradition be true, this little family is ("aid to be of feven hundred 
years (landing. The prefent poflTeflfor obliged me with the fight of liis old and new 
charters, by which he is one of the King’s coroners within this ifland, and as fuch, he 
hath a halbert peculiar to his he has his right of late from the family of Ha- 

milton, wherein his tide and perquifites of coroner are confirmed to him and his heirs. 
He is obliged to have three men to q^tend him upon all public emergencies, and he is 
bound by his^ office to purfuc all malefaflors, and t<L deliver them to the fteward, or in 
his abfcnce to the next judge. And if any of the inhabitants refufe to pay their rents it 
the ufual term, the,coroner is bound to take him perfonally, or to feize his goods. And 
if it (hould happen that the coroner with his retinue of three men is not fu(ficicnt to put 
his o(fice in execution, then he fummoijs all the inhabitants to coneqr with him ;*aad' 
immediately they rendezvous to the place, where he fixes his coroner’s ftatf. The per- 
quifites 
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qulfltes due to the coroner ore a firiet or bufliel of oats* and a lamb from every village 
in the ifle ; both which are punctually paid him at the ordinary terms. . 

The inhabitants of this idc are well proportioned, generally brown, and fome of a 
black complexion : they enjoy a good (late of health, and have a genius for all callings 
or employments, though they have but few mcchanicks : they wear the &me habit 
with thole of the nearefl: ides, and are very civil ; they all fpeak the -Irilh language^ yet 
the Knglilh tongue prevails on the eafl; fide, and ordinarily the miniders preach in it, 
and in Irilh on the wed tide. Their ordinary adeveration is by Nale, for 1 did not hear 
any oath in the idaud. 


The Churches in this TJle are^ 

Kilbride in the fouth*ead, KHmore in the fouth, CabehUual a chapel,, Kilmichcl 
in the village of that name, St. James’s church at the north end. 

'The natives are all protedants, they obferve thefedivals of Chridmas, Good-Friday, 
and Eadcr. I had like to have forgof a valuable curiofity in this idc, which they call 
kaitl muluyt i. e. molingus his done globe : this faint was chaplain to Mac-donald of the 
ides ; his name is celebrated here on the account of this globe, fo mucli edeemed by the 
inhabitants. This done for its intrindc value has been carefully tranfinitted to poderity 
for feveral ages. It is a green done much like a globein figure, about the bignefs of a 
goofeegg. 

The virtue of it is to remove ditches from the fides of fick perfons, by laying it clofe to 
the place affeded ; and if the patient docs not out-live the didemper, they fay the done 
renioves out of the bed of its own accord, and e contra, 'I’he natives ulb this done for 
fwearing decidve oaths upon it. 

They aferibe another e’xtraordinary virtue to it, and it is this : the credulous, vulgar 
firmly believe that if this done is rad among the front of an enemy, they will all run 
away ; and that as often as rhe'enemy rallies, if this done is cad among them, they dill 
lofe courage, and retire. They fay that Mac tlonaKf of the ifles carried this done about' 
him, and that victory was always on his fide when he threw it among the enemy. The 
cudody of this globe is the peculiar privilege of a little family called Clan-chattons, 
alias Mac-intolh ; they were ancient followers of Mac donald of the ides. This done 
is now in the cudody of Margaret Miller, alias Mac-intolh : Ihe lives in Bacllmianich, 
and preferves the globe with abundance of care ; it is wrapped up in fair linen cloth, 
.and about that there is a piece of woollen cloth, and die keeps it dill locked up in her 
cheff, when it is not given out to exert its qualities. 


IS a big rock, about fix leagues to the fouth- wed of Arran; it rifes in form of a fugar- 
loaf, but the top is plain, and large enough for drawing tip a thoufand men in ranks : 
there is a ffefh water lake in the middle of the pkiin, the, whole ide is covered with 
long grafs, and is inacCedible, except on the fouth-wed fide, by a dair cut out in the 
rock ; in thq middle of it there is a fmall towdr of three dories high with the top. 
There is a firfh water fpringi^uink out of the fide of this great rock ; below the entry 
there is a place where the fijhers take up their refidence during their day about this rock 
in qued or cod and ling ; and there is a good anchorage for theilr vedbls, very near 
their tents. 


This- 
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This rock in the fummer time abounds with variety of fea-fowl, that build and hatch 
in it; The Solan geefe and cultemeb are mod numerous here; the latter are by the 
hlbers called Albanicbt which in the ancient Irilb language fignifies Scotfmen. 

The ifle hath a chapel on the top called Fiunnay, and an ancient pavement, or caufe- 
v/ay. 

Iflefay is the Earl of Caflil’s property, the tenant who farms it pays him one hun- 
dred merks Scots yearly ; the produd of the ifle is hogs, fowl, down, and filh. The 
ifle Avon, above a mile in circumference, lies to the fouth of lUntyre Mule ; it hath a 
harbour for barks on the north. 


The Ifle Gigay. 

THE ifle Gigay lies about a league from Lergie on the well fide of Kintyre ; it is 
four miles in length, and one in breadth, was formerly in the diocefe, and is itill part of 
the Iheriffdom of Argyle.' This ifle is for the mpll*part arable, but rocky in other parts : 
the mold is brown and clayey, inclining to red ; it is good tor paflurage and cultiva- 
tion, The corn growing here is oats and barley. The cattle bred here are cows, 
horfes, and flieep. There is a church in this ifland called Kil-chattan, it has an altar in 
the ea(t-end, and upon it a fontqf ilone which is very large, and hath a fmall hole in the 
middle which kiocs quite through it. There are feveral tomb-dunes in and about this 
church ; the family of the Mac-nciis, the principal pofleflurs of this ifle, are buried un- 
der the tomb-dones on the ead fide the church, where there is a plat of ground fet apart 
for them. Moll of all the tombs have a two handed fword engraven on them, and ^here 
is one that has the reprefentation of a man upon it. 

Near the wed fide the church there is a done of about fisteen feet high, and four 
broad, erefled upon the eminence. About fixty yards didance from the chapel there 
is a fquare done ere6Wd about ten feet high ; at this the ancient inhabitants bowed, be- 
caufe it was there where they had the firlt view of the church. * 

'i'here is a crol's four feet high at a little didance, and a cavern of done on each fide 
of it. 

This ifle affords no wood of any kind, but a few buflies of juniper on the little hills. 
The dones, upon which the feurf cofkir grows, which dyes a criinlon colour, are found 
here ; as alfo thofe that produce the crottil, which dyes a philamot colour. Some of 
the natives told me that they uied to chew nettles, and hold them to their nodrils to 
dnneh biccdii.g at the nofe.; and that nettles being applied to the place, would alfo 
Hop bleeding at a vein, or otherwife. , 

There is a well in the north end of this ide called Toubir-more, i.e. a great well,,be- 
caufe of its effects, for which it is famous among tlw iflantlers ; who together with ihe 
inhabitants ufe it as a catholicon for difeafes. It is covered with done and clay, becaufe 
the natives fancy tliat the (tream that flows from it might over-flow the ifle ; and it is al- 
ways openecT by a l;iroch, /. e. an inmate, elfe thc'y think it would not exert its virtues. 
They afciibe one very extraordinary effeft to it, and it is tlus;*that when any foreign 
boats are wind bound here (which •often happens) the mailer of the boat ordinarily 
gives the native that lets the water run, a piece of .money ; and they fay, that immedi- 
ately afterwards the wind changes in favour of thofe thit are thus detained by contrary 
wiiuls. Every dranger that goes to drink of the water dF this well, is accudomed to 
leave on its Hone cover a piece of money, a needle, pin, or one of the prettied variegptd’d 
ftones they can find. 
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The inhabitants are all protcHants, and fpeak the<Irifli tongue generally, there being 
but feW' that fpeak Englifh : they are grave and referved in their converfation ; they 
are accuftomed not to bury on Friday ; they are fair or brown in complexion, and ufe 
the fame habit, diet, &c. that is made ufe of in the adjacent continent and ifles. There 
is only one inn in this iilc. 

The ifle Caray lies a quarter of a mile fouih from Gigay ; it is about a mile in com* 
pafs,' ailbrds good pafturagc, and abounds with coneys. There is a harbour for barks 
on the north-cad end of it. This ifland is the property of Mac-Alefter of Lergy, a 
family of the Macdonalds. 


Jurah, 

THE ifle of Jurah is, by a narrow channel of about half a mile broad, feparated from 
Ila. The natives fay that Junih is fo called from l)ih and- Rah, two. brethren, who are 
believed to have been Danes : the names Dih and Rah iignifying as much as without 
grace or profperity. Tradition fays, that thefe two brethren fought and killed one an- 
other in the village Knock-Cronm, where there are two ftones eroded of feven feet 
high each, and under them, they lay, there are urns with the afttes of the two brothers ; 
the didance between them is about fjxty yards. .The ifle' is mountainous along the 
middle, where there are four hills of a confulorable height ; the two high«’ft are well 
known to fea-faring men, by the name of the Paps of Jurah : they are very confpicu- 
ous from all quarters of fea and land in thofe parts. 

This ifle is twenty-four miles long, and in fome places fix or feven miles in breadth ; 
it is the Duke of Argyle’s property, and part of the flicriffdom of Argyle. 

The mold is brown and greyilh on the coafl, and black in the hills, which are co- 
vered with heath, and fome grafs, that proves good pafturage for their cattle, wliicli 
arc horfeSy cows, flieep, and - goats. There is variety of land and water-fowl here. 
The hills ordinarily* have about three hundred deer grazing on them, which arc lu t to 
be hunted by any, without the fleward’s licence. This ifle is perhaps the whoh-iumed 
plat of ground cither in the ifles or continent of Scotland, as appears by the long life 
of the natives, and their ftate of health ; to which the height of the hills is believed to 
contribute in a large meafure, by the frelh breezes of wind that come from them to 
purify the air : whereas Hay and Gigay on each fide this ifle, are much lower, and are 
not fo wholcfome by far, being liable to feveral tlifeafes th t are not here. The inhabi- 
tants obferve, that the air of this place is perfcfl-ly pure, from the middle of March till 
the end or middle of September. 'I herc is no epidemical' difeafe that prevails here : 
fevers are but feldom obferved by the natives, and any kind of flux is rare ; the gout and 
agues are not fo much as known by them, neither are they liable to fciatica. ConvuU 
lions, vapours, palfies, furfeits, lethargies, megrims, confumpiions, rickets, pains of the 
ftomach, or coughs, are not frequent here, and none of them are at any time obferved 
to become mad. 1 was told by feveral of the nagves, that there was not one woman 
died of child bearing there thefe thirty>four years paft. Blood-letting and purging are 
not ufed here. , 

If any coiftrad a cough, they ufe brochan only to remove it. If aft,er a fever one 
<mance to be taken ill of a ftiidi, they take a quantity of lady-wrack, and half as much 
red-fo^, and boil them In water ; the patients fit upon the veifel, and receive the 
which by experience they find effedual againft this diftemper. Fevers and the 
jdiarrheas are fouxd here only when the ur is floggy and warm, in winter or fummer. 

a The. 
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The ioh'^biunts for their 4;^ of iMef and tputton in the wmter and fpring ; 

aaaljTo of hih* buttcsr, choefoy.^d ntilk. The^vulgar take brochan frequently for their 
die; during the winter and luring j and brochan and bread ufed for the fpace of two 
daySy reftores loft appetite. 

The women of all ranks eat a lefler quantity of food than the men : this and their 
not wearing any thing ftrak about them, is believed to contribute much to the health 
bofh of the mothers and children. 

There are feyeral fountains of excellent water in this ifle : the mod celebrated Of them 
is that of the mountain Beinbrek in theTarbat, called Toubir ni Lechkin, that is, the 
well in a ftony defeent ; it runs eaftert^, and they commonly reckon it to be lighter b^ 
one half than any other water in this ifle : for though one drink a great quantity of it 
at a time, the belly is not fwelled, or am ways burdened by it. Natives and Itrangers 
find it efficacious againft naufeoufoefs of the -ftomach, and the ftone. The river Nifla 
receives all the water that ifliies from the well, and this is the .reafon they give why fal- 
mons here are in goodnefs and tafte far above {hofe ofany other riyer whatever. The 
river of Crokbreck affords falmon alfo, but they are not efteemed fo good a^f, thofe pf 
the river Nifla. 

Several of the natives have lived to a great age : I was told that one of them, milled 
Gillour MaC'Crain, lived to have kept one hundred and eighty Chriftmafles in his own 
houfe ; he died about fifty years ago, and there are feveral of his acquaintance living 
to this day, from whom I had this account. ' 

Bailiff Campbell lived to the age of one hundred and fix years, he died three years 
ago, he paff^ the thirty-three laft years before his death in this ifle. Donald Mac 
N’Mill, who lives in the village of Killeam at prefent, is arrived at the age of nipety 
years. • • 

A woman of the ifle of Scorba, near the north end of this ifle, lived fevenfeore years, 
and enjoyed the free ufe of her fenfes and underftanding all her days : it is now two 
years fince flie died. * 

There is a large cave, called King’s Cave, on the weft fide of the Tarbat, near the 
fea ; there is a well .at the entry, which renders it the more convenient for fuch as may 
have occafion to lodge in it. 

About two miles further from the Tarbat, there is a cave at Corpich which hath an 
altar in it ; there are many fmall pieces of petrified fubftance hanging from the roof of 
this cave. ' - 

There is a place where veffels ufd* to anchor on the weft fide of this ifland called 
Whitfarlan, about one hundred yards north from the porter’s houfe. 

About four leagues fouth from the* north end of this ifle, lies the bay Da’l Yaul, 
which is about h^}f a mile in length ; there is a rock on the north fide of the entry, 
which they fay is five fathom deep, and but thrpe fathom within. 

About a league further to the fouth on the lame coaft, lies the fmall ifles of Jurah, 
within which) there is a good anchoring place j ,the fouth ehtry is thebeft : ifland Nin 
Gowir mu ft be kept oh the left hand ; it is ^fily diftinguiflied by its bignefs from 
die reft of the ifles. Conney ifle lies to the north of this ifland. There are black and 
white fpotted ferpents in this ifle ; their head being applied to the wound, is by the na- 
tives ufed as. the beft remedy for their poifon. Within a mile of theTarbat there is a 
.ftone «re£^. eight fodt high. Loch-Tarbat on the Vreft fide runs eaftmly for about 

.five milesj but, is not a harbour for veffels, or lefler boats, for it is altogether rocky*. 

The Ib^on the weft fide affords coral and coraline. There is a fort of dulfe grow-, 
. Ing on this coaft, of a white colour. 
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Between the north end of Jurah, and, the ifle Scarba, lies the himoos and dangeroaa 
gulpb, called Gory Vrekan, about a mile in breadth ; it yields alf impetuous current, 
not to be matched any where about the ifle of Britaint The fea begins to boil and fer> 
ment with the tide of flood, and refembles the boiling of a, pot ; and then iiicreafes 
gradually, until it appear in many whirlpools, which form themfelves in fort of pyia< 
mids, and immediately after fpuut up as high as the mail of the little veflt:l, and at the 
fame time make a loud report. Thefe white waves run two leagues with the wind be> 
fore they break : the fea continues to repeat thefe various motions from the beginning 
of the tide of flood, until it is more than half flood, and then it decreafes gradually un- 
til it hath ebbed about half an hour, and continues to boil till it is Mrithin an hour of low 
water. This boiling of the fea is not above a piflol-fliot diftant from the eoaft of Scarba 
Ifle, where the white waves meet and fpout up : they call it the Kaillach, /. #. an old 
hag ; and they fay tliat when ihe puts on her herchief, i. e. the whiteft waves, it is 
then reckoned fatal to approach her. Notwithftanding this great ferment of the fea, 
which brings up the leafl Aeil from the ground, the fmalleft fimer boat may venture to 
crofs this guiph at the lafl hour of the tide of flood, and at the lafl hour of the tide of 
ebb. 

This guiph hath its name from Brekan, faid to be fon to the King of Denmark, who 
was drowned here, call afliore in the north of Jurah, and buried in a cave, as appears 
from the tomb^ ftoiie and altar there. 

The natives told me, that about three years ago an Englifh veflel happened inadver- 
tently to pafs through this guiph at the time when the fea began to boil : the whitenels 
of the waves, and their fpoutihg up, was like the breaking of the fea upon a rock ; 
' they found themfelves attraO:ed irreflftibly to the white rock, as they then fuppofed it 
to be : this quickly obliged them to confult their fafety, and fo they betook themfelves 
to the fmali boat with all fpeed, and thought it no fmall happinefs to land fafe in Jurah, 
committing the vefl*el under all- her fails to the uncertain conduft of tide and wind. 
She was driven to thS oppofite continent of Knapdale, where ihe no foooer arrived, 
than the tide and wind became contrary to one another, and fo the veflel was caft into a 
creek, where (he was fafe ; and then the mailer and crew were by the natives of this 
ifle conduced to her, where they found her as fafe as they left her, though all her fails 
were iUll hoifled. 

The natives gave me an account, that fome years ago a veflel had brought fome rats 
hither, which increafed ib much, that they became very uneafy to the people, but on a 
ludden they all vaniflied ; and now there is not one of them in the ifle. 

There is a church here called Killearn, the iphabitants are all proteilants, and obferve 
the feftivals of Chriflmas, Eafter, and Michaelmas ; they do not open a grave on Fri- 
day, and bury none on that day, except the grave has been opened before. 

The natives here are very well proportioned, being generally black of> cornfflexion, 
and free from bodily imperte£tions. They fpeak the Irifli language, and wear the plad, 
bonnet, &c. as other iflanders. . ■ 

1 he ifle of Ha lies to the wefl of Jurah, from which it is fe\>arated by a narrow chan- 
nel : it is twenty-four miles in length from fouth «to north, uid eighteen from eail to 
wqft ; there afe fome little mountains about the middle on the eaft fide. .The coafl is 
for the moil part heathy and uifeven, and by confequence- not proper for tillage ; the 
north end is alfo full of heath's and hills. The fouth.weflr and weA is pretty well culti- 
vated, and there is fix miles between Kilrow on the weA, and Port li^fcok in the caA, 

, which is arable, and well inhabited. There isr about one thoufand little hills on this 
road, and all abound with lime-Aone ; among which them is lately difeovered a lead 

4 * mine 
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mine in three different places, but it has not turned to any account as yet. The corn 
growing here is barley and oats. 

There is only one harbour in this ifle, called I.och-Dale ; it lies near the north end, 
and is of a great length and breadth ; but the depth being in the middle, few velTels 
come within half a league of the land-fide. 

There are feveral rivers in this ifle affording falmon. The frefh-water^kes are well 
flocked with trouts, eels, and fome with falmcns ; as Loch-Guirm, which is four miles 
in circumference, and hath feveral forts built on an ifland that lies in it. 

Loch'Finlagan, about three miles in circumference, affords falmon, trouts, and eels : 
this lake lies in the center of the ifle. The ifle Finiagan, from which this lake hath its 
name, is in it. It is famous for being once the court in which the gi^ Mac.Donald, 
king of the ifles, had his refidence ; his houfes, chapel, &c. are now ruinous. His 
guards de corpst called Lucht-taeh, keppguafd on the lake>fide neared to the ifle ; the 
walls of their houfes are ftill to be feen there. 

T he high court of judicature, confiding of fourteen, fat always here ; and there was 
an appeal to them from all the courts in the ifles : the eleventh fhare of the fum in 
debate was due to the principal judge. There was a big flone of feven feet fquare, 
in which there was a deep imprefllon made to receive the feet of Mac>DonaId ; for he 
was crowned King of the Ifles (landing in this flone, and fwore that he Would con* 
tinue his vafTals in the pofTeflion of their lands, and do exa£l juflice to all his fufajeds; 
and then his father’s fword was put into his hand. The biihop of Argyle and feven 
priefls anointed him King, in prefence of all the heads of the tribes in the ifles and 
continent, and were his vafTals : at which time the orator rcbearfed a catalogue of his 
ancedors, &c. 

There are feveral forts built in the ifles that are in frefh-wEter lakes, as in Ilan Loch, 
guim, and Ilan Viceain : there is a fort called Dunnivag, in the fouth-wed fide of the 
ifle, and there are feveral caves in different places of it. The larged that I faw was in 
the north end, and is called Vah Veamag ; it will contain two hundred men to dand 
or fit in it. There is a kiln for drying com made on the ead fide of it ; and on the 
other fide there is a wall built clofe to the fide of the cave, which was ufed for a bed. 
chamber : it had a fire on the floor, and fbme chairs about it, and the bed flood clofe 
to the wall. There is a done without the cave-door, about which the common people 
make a tour funways. 

A mile on the fouth-wed fide of the cave is ’the celebrated well, called Tonbir in 
Knahar, which in the antient language'is as much as to fay, the well that fallted from 
one place to another : for it is a received, tradition among the vulgar inhabitants of this 
ifle, and the oppofite ifle of Collonfay, that this well was fird in Collonfay, until an'im. 
prudent woman happened to wafh her hands in it, and that immediately after, the well 
being thus abufed, came in an indant to Ila, where it is like to continue, and is ever fince 
edeemed a catholicon for difeafes by the natives and adjacent iflanders ; and the great, 
refort to it is commonly every quarter-day. • 

It is common with lick (Jeople to make a vow to come to thfe well, and, after drink- 
ing, they make a tour funways round it, and then leave an offering of fome fmall to- 
ken, fuch as,a pin, needle, farthing, or the like, on*thc (tone cover which is above the 
well. But if the patient is not like to recover, they* fend a proxy- to the well, who 
a£ls as above-mentioqed, and carries home fome of the water to be drank by the Apk 
perfon. ' . 

T here is a little chapel befide this well, to which fuch as had foun(> the benefit of the 
water, came back and retmjied thanks to God for thdr recovery. 

' 40a 
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' There are fhineral rivers on each fide this ifle, that afford falmoiy I was told by the 
natives, that the Brion of Ila, a famous judge, is, according to hit) own defire, buried 
ilanding bn the brink of the river Lagganj having in his right hand a fpear, fuch as 
they ufe to dart at the falmon. 

There are fome ifies on the coafi of this ifland, as Ifland Texa, on the fouth-wefi, 
about a imie in circumference ; and Ifland Ouirfa, a mile likewife in circumference, with 
the fmail ifle called Nave. 

T&e Names of the Ghurcbes in ibis Ifle are as follow : 

KiUChollim-Kill, St. Columbus Ins church, near Port Efcock, KiUChovan in the 
Rins, on the weft fide the ifle; KiUChiaran in Rins, on.the weft fide Nerbols in 
the Rins, St. Columbus his church in Laggaii|»^,a chapel in Ifland Nave, and Kifthan 
Alen, north>weft of Kidnow. There is a crofs ftandine near St. Columbus's, or Port 
Efcock fide, which is ten feet high. There are two (tones fet up at the eaft fide of 
Loch-Finlagan, and they are fix feet high ; all the inhabitants arc proreftants ; fome 
among them obfeiwe the feftivals of Chriftmas and Good-Friday. They are well pro- 
portioned, and indiff^ently heahhful ; the ahr.here is not near (b.good as that of Jura, 
from which it is but a Ihort mile diftant ; but Ila is lower and more iharihy, which- 
makes it liabe to feveral dif^fes that do not trouble thofe of Jura. TheV generally 
fpeak the Irilh tongue, all thofe of* the beft rank fpeak Englifli ; th^ uie the fame 
habit and diet with thofe bf Jura. This Hie is annexed to the crown of Scotland ; Sir- 
•Huj^h Campbell of Caddel is the line’s fteward there, and has one half of the ifland. 
ThS ifle is reckoned the furtheft weft of all the ifles in Britain : there is a village on 
the weft coaft of it caHed Cul, /. e. the back part ; and the natives fay that it was fo 
called, becaufe the ancients thought it the back of the world, as being the remoteft 
part on that fide of ia The natives pf Ila, Collonfay; and Jura fay^, that there is 
an'iBand lying to the fouth-weft of thefe ifles, about the diftance of a day’s failing^ for 
which they have only a baib tra^tio^ Mr. Mack-Swen; prefent minifter in the ifle 
Jura, gave me the following account of it, which he had from the mafter of an Eng- 
IHh veflel that happened to anchor at that little ifle, and came afterwards to Jura ; 
which is thus : ' 

As 1 was failing fome thirty leagues to the fouth-weft of Ha, I was becalmed near 
» little ifle, where I dropt anchor, and went alhore. 1 found it covered all over 
with loi^ grais } there were abundance of feals lying on the rocks,, and on the fliore ; 
there is ukewife a muldtude of fea-fowls in it t there is a river in the" middle; and on 
each fide of it 1 found great heaps of fiih-bones of many forts ; there are many planks 
and boards call up upon the coaft of the ifle, and it being all plain, and 'aftnoft l^el 
with the fea, I caufed niy men (being then idle) to ereft a heap of the wood about 
two (lories l^h ; and that with a dengn to make the ifland more cenfidcttous to fea> 
&ring men. * This ifle is four Englifli miles in length and oii^e in breadtn : I was about- 
^irteen hours failing between tlw ifle and Jura. Mr. John Mac-Swen above-men- 
tioned, having^one to the ifle of Collonlay, fome Tew days after, was told by the in- 
habithnts, that mom an eminence nrar the monaftery, in a fab izv, the^ faw as it were 
the top of a iktle mountain in the fouth-weft fet, and that they doubted not but it was 
laikl, though they never obierved it before. Mr. hfoc-Swen was 'confirmed in this 
Of^ibn by the account above mentioned : but when the fummer was over, they never 
6w thtt little hin,*as they called it, any more. *The reafon of which is fnppofed to be 
llii^,that the high vrinds,inall probability, had call down the pile of V{| 0 od, that forty 
10 * feamei^ 
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feamcn had ereAed the preceding year in that ifland ; which, by reafon of the defcrip* 

tion above recited, we may aptly enough call the Green Ifland. 

» 

Tif IJle of Collon/ay. 

ABOUT two leagues to the north of Ila, lies the ifle Oranfay ; it is feparated from 
Collonfay only at the tide of flood : this peninfula is four miles in circumference, being 
iior the mod part a plain, arable, dry, Tandy foil, and is fruitful in corn and grafs ; it is 
Hkewife adorned with a church, chapel, and monaftery j they were built by the fa- 
mous St. Columbus, to whom the church is dedicated. There is an altar in this 
church, and there has been a modern crucifix on it, in which fever al precious ftones 
were fixed f the mod valuble of thefe is now in the cuflody of Mac Buflie, in black- 
Raimufed village, and it is ufed as a cathoHcon for difeafes : there are fevoral burying, 
places here, and the tomb.fl;ones for the mod part have a two-handed fword engraven 
on them. On the fouth fide of the church within, lie the tombs-of Mac Duflle, and of 
the cadets of his family ; there is a fliip under fail, and a two-handed fword engraven 
on the principal tomb-done, and this iufeription. Hie jacit Malcoluinbus Mac-Diiffie de 
Collonfay : his coat of arms and coiour-ftaffis fixed in a (lone, through which a hole is 
made to hold it. There isacrofs at the ead and weft Tides of this church, \vhich are now 
broken v their height was about twelve feet each : there itta large crofs on the wed fide 
of the church, of an entire done, very hard ) there is a pededal of three deps, by which, 
they afeend to it, it is fixteen feet high, and a foot and half broad ; there is a large 
crucifix on the wed fide of this crofs, it has an infeription underneath, but not legible, 
being aimed worn off by the injury of time ; the other fide has a tree engraven on it. 

A^ut a quarter of a mile on the fouth fide of the church there is a cairne, in which 
therp ii a done crofs fixed, called Mac-DufEc’s crofs ; for when any of the heads of this 
family were to be interred, their corpfes were laid on this crofs fur fome> moments, in 
their way toward the church. 

On the north-fide of the church there is a fquare done* wall, about two dory high ; 
the area of it is about fourfeore paces, and it is joined to the church-ipall } within this 
fquare there is a leiTer fquare of one dory high, and about fixty paces wide, three (ides 
of it are built of fmall pillars, confiding of two thin dones each, and each pillar vaulted 
above with two thin dones tapering upwards. There are inferiptions on two of the 
pillars, but few of the letters are perfeft. There are feveral houfes without the fquare, 
which the monks lived in^ There is a garden at twenty yards didance on the north 
fide the houfes. . 

The natives of Collonfay are accuftomed, after their arrival in Oronfay-ifle, to make 
a tour funways about the church, before they enter upon any kind of bufmefs. My> ' 
landlord having one of his family fick of a fever, afked my- book, as a fmgular favour, 
for a few moments. I was not a little furprifed at the honed man’s requed, he being 
illiterate : and when be told me the reafon of it, 1 v/as no lefs amazed, ’for it was to 
fan the patient’s face witlf the leaves of the book : and this h^did at night. He fought 
the book next morning, and again hi the evening, and then thanked me for fo great a 
favour : and told nie, the Tick perfon was much betur by k ; and thus I underdpod 
that they had an ancient cudom of fanning the face of Tick with the leaves 'of the’ 
]^ble. . . ' . 

The ifle of Collonfay is four miles in length from ead to wed, and above a-mle in 
breadth. The mould is brown and iandy on the coad, and aifords but a very final! . 
produd, though they plough -their ground three times ; the middle is rocky and heathy, 

• which- 
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whkh in moA i>Uces is prettily uiinclod with thick cver«Krecns of erica~baccif<:ra, iu- 
tiiper, and cat’s-tail. 

The cattle bred here are cows, horfes, and (beep all of a low fize. The Inhabitants 
are generally well proportioned, and of a black complexion ; they fpeak only the Irilh 
tongiie, and ufe the habit, diet, &c. that is ufedin the Wefternlfles ; they are all pro- 
te/Lnts, and obfervc the feAiva's of CfiriAmasyEaficr, and Good-Friday ; but jhe wo- 
men only obfen'c the feftival of the Nativity of the lllefled Virgin. Kilouran is the 
principal church in thisiflc, and the village in which this church is, hath its name from 
it. There arc two ruinous clwpels in the fouth fide of this ifle. There were two ftone 
cltells found lately in Kilouran fands, which were compofed of five Hones each, and had 
human bones in them. There are fome frefli-water lakes abounding with trouts in this 
ifle. There are likewife fevrral forts here, one of which is called Duncoll : it is near 
the middle of the ifle, it'hnh I irge ftones in it, and the wall is feven feet broad. 

The other fort is called Dnn-Kvan : the natives have a tradition among them, of a 
very little generation of pe iple, th <t liv^ once here, called Luibir Jan, the fame with 
pigmies. This ifle is the Duke of Argyle’s property# 

M«N. 

TTIE ifle of Mull lies on^the well coall, oppofite to Lochaber, Swoonard, and 
^Moydart. Jt is divided from thefe by a narrow channel, not exceeding half a league in 
'breadth ; the ifle is tw'enty-four miles long from fouth to north, and as many in breadth 
from eaft to weA. A fouth-call moon caufes high tide here. This ifle is in the Iheriff- 
dom of Argyle ; the air here is temperately cold and moift ; the frefli breezes that blow 
from the mountains do in fgime meafure qualify it : the natives are accullomed to take 
a large dofe of aqmvita as a correflive, when the feafon is very nioifl, and then they 
are very careful to chew a piece- of charmel-roof, finding it to be aromatic, efpecially 
when tney intend to have a drinking-bout; for they fay this in feme meafure prevents 
drunkenndii^ 

The mould is^nerally black and brown, both in the bills and valleys, and 'in fomc 
parts a clay of nflferent colours. The heaths afford abundance of turf and peats, 
which ferve the natives for good fuel. There is a great ridge of montains about the 
middle of the ifle, one of them very high, and therefore called Bein Vore, i. e. a great 
mountain. It is to be feen from all the Weflern Ifles, and a confiderable part of the 
continent. Both mountains and valleys affbiTl good pafiurage for all forts of cattle, as 
fheep, goats, and deer, which herd among the hi’ls and bulhes. 'I he horfes are but of 
a low fize, yet very fprightly ; their black cattl6 are likewife low in fize, but their flefh 
is very delicious and fine. - 'I’here is abundance of wild fowl in the hills and valleys ; 
and among them the black cock, heath-hen, ptarmagan, and very fine hawks : the fea- 
coafl affords all fuch fowl as are to be had in the Weftern. Ifles. I’he com growing 
here is only bjirley and oats. There i-s great variety of plants in the hills and valleys, 
but there is no wood her«^ except a few coppices on ^he coaft- There are fome bays, 
and places for anchorage about the ifle. The bay of Duart on the eaA fide, and to the 
north of the cafilc of that name, is reckoned a fafe anchoring-place, and frequented I y 
ftrafigers. Lochbuy, on the oppofire wefl fide, is but an indifferent harbobr, yet vel> 
lel^o into it for herrings. • 

Tiic coaft on the weft abounds with rocks for two leagues weft and fouth weft. The 
Bloody Bay is over ^gainft the north end of ifland Columkil, and only iit for reffels of 
about an hundred tons. * 

Some 
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Some few miles further to the north eaft is Loch- Levin, the entry lies to the weft- 
ward, and goes twelve miles eafterly ; there are herrings to be had in it fometimes, 
and it abounds with oyfters, cockles, moTcles, clams, &c. 

Loch lay lies on the fouth fide of Loch-Levin ; it is proper only for fmall veflels ; 
herrings are to be had in it fumetimes, and it ab'ounds with variety of fliell fifh : the 
fmall ifles, called the White Ifle, and Ifle of Kids, are within this bay. 'J o the north of 
Loch-Levin lies I.och Scafford ; it enters fouth weft, and runs north-caft ; within it lie 
the ifles Eorfa and Iiichkenneth, both which are reputed very fruitful in cattle and 
corn. , 

I'hc're is a little chaped in this ifle, in which many of the inhabitants of all ranks are 
buried. Upon the nyrth fide of l40ch-ScaFord lies the ifle of Vcviv ; it is three 
miles in circumference, and encompafled with rocks and flreives, but h'uitful in corn, 
grafs, &c. 

To the weft of Ulva lies the ifle Gometra, a mile in circumference, and fruitful in 
proportion to the other ifles. * 

About four miles further He the fmall ifles, called Kairnburg More and Kernbug- 
Beg ; they are naturally very ftrong, faced all round with a rock, having a narrowr en- 
try, and a violent current of a tide on each fide, fo that they are almoft impregnable. 
A very few men are able to defend ihcfe two forts againft a thoufand. There is a fmall 
garrifon of the Handing forces in them at prelent. 

To the fouth of thefe forts lie the fmall ifles of Fladday, Lungay, Back, and the Call 
of the Back : cod and ling are to be had plentifully about all thefe iflands. 

Near tp the north-eaft end of Mull lies the ifle Calve ; it is above two miles in com- 
pafs, has a coppice, and affords good pafturage for all kind of cattle. Between this ifle 
and the ifle of Mull there is g capacious and excellent bay, called Tonbir Mory, i, e. the 
Virgin Mary's well } becaufe the water of a well of that name, which is faid to be me- 
dicinal, runs into the bay. • 

One of the (hips of the Spanifli armada, called the Florida, perilhed in this bay, 
having been blown up by onje Smallet of Dunbarton, in the year 1588. There was a 
great Aim of gold and money on bogyd the fliip, which difpoled the Earl of Argyle and 
lome Engliflimen to ;tttempt the recovery of it ; but how far the latter fucceded in this 
enterprize is not generally well known } only that forae pieces of gold and money, and a 
golden chain was taken out of her. 1 have feen fome fine brafs cannon, fome pieces of 
eight, teeth, beads, and pins that bad been taken out of that (hip. Several of the inhabitants 
of Mull told me that they tiad converfed with their relations that were living at the harbour 
when this iliip was blown up \ and they gave an account of an admirable providence .that 
appeared in the prefervation of one Dr. ^aton, (the famous phyfician of Mull,) who was 
on board the (hip when fbe blew up, and was then fitting on the upper deck, which was 
blown up entire, and thrown a good way off ; yet the Doctor was laved, and lived fe< 
veral years after. 

The black and white Indian nuts*are found on the weft fide of this ifl^ ; the natives 
pulverize the black kernel, or the black nut, and drink it ib boiled milk for curing the 
diarrhea, * , • 

I’hcre are»feveral rivers in the ifle that afford fatmoia, and fome rivers abp]i)nd*whh 
the black mufcle that breeds pearl. There are alfo fome frefli-watcr lakes that have 
trouts and eels. The whole ifle is very well watered with many fprings and fountains. 
'I'hey told- me of a fpring in the fouth fide of the mountain Bein Vore^ that has a yellow 
coloured ftone at the bottom, which dt)th not burn or become hot, though it fhould- 
be kept in the fire for a whole day together. 


The 
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I1ie amphibia in this illc are feals, ottere, vipers, of the fame kind as thofe deferibed in 
the ifle of Skie, and the natives ufe the fame cures for the biting of vipers. Foxes abound 
in this ifle, and do much hurt among the lambs and kids. 

There are three caftles in the ifle : to wit, the caflie of Duart, fltuated on the eaft, built 
upon a rock, the eaft fide is furrounded by the fca. This was the feat of Sir John Mac> 
Lean, head of the ancient family of the Mac.Leans ; and is now, together with the 
eftate, which was the major part of the ifland, become the Duke of Argyle’s property, 
by the forfeiture of Sir John. 

Some miles further on the weft coaft ftands the caftle pf Moy, at the head of Loch* 
buy, and is the feat of.Mac-Lctin of Lochbuy. » 

There is an old caftle at Aros in the middle of the ifland, now in ruins. There are 
fome old forts here called Dunns, fuppofed to have been Iniilt by the Danes. There 
are two pariih-churches in the ifle, viz. Killinchen-Bcnorth, Loch.Lcvin, and a little 
chapel, called Kilwichk-£vvin, at the lake above Loch-Lay ; each parifh hath a minifter. 
The inhabitants are all Proteftants cxdept two or three, who are Roman Catholics ; 
t^cy obf^rve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, GoodrFriday, and St. Michael's. They 
fpeak the Irifli language generally, but thofe of the beft rank fpeak Englifli i they wear 
the fame habit as the reft of the iflanders. 

JcTia. 

THIS ifle in.the Iriih language is called /. Colmiilt /. e. the ifthmus of Columbus 
the clergyman. Colum was his proper name, and the addition of Ktl, which fignifics 
a church, waa added by the iflanders by way of excellence ^ for there were few churches 
then in the remote and le^er ifles. 

The natives have a tradition among them, that one of the clergymen who accom- 
panied Columbus in his voyage thither, having at a good diftance efpied the ifle, and 
cried joyfully to Cokimbrus in the Irifli language, Chi mi^ i. a. I fee her \ mining there- 
by the country of which they had been in 'queftt that Columbus then anfwered, It 
fliall be from henceforth called T/* 

The ifle is two miles long from fouth to north, and one in breadth fram eaft to weft. 
The eaft flde is all arable and plain, fruitful in corn and grafs ; the fide is high 
and rocky. 

This file was aiidently a feniinary of learning, famous for the fevere difclpline and 
fanftity of Columbus. He built two churches, and two monafteries in it, on^ for men, 
the other for women ; w'hich were endowed by the kings of Scotland and of the ifles ; 
fo that the revenues of the ; church then amounted to four thouland marks per ann. 
Jona was the bilhop of the ifles' cathedral, after the Scots loft the Ifle of Man, in which 
King Cratilinik creded a^chuKh to the honour of our Saviour, called Fanum Sodorenfe. 
Hence it was that bifliopof the ifles was flyled Epijeopus ^dorenfis. The vicar of Jona 
was parfon pf Soroby in Tyre-iy and dean of the ifles. St. Mary's church here is built 
an form of a crofs, the phoir twenty yards long, tHe cupola twenty-one feet fquare, the 
body of the church of equal length with the choir, and the two e|;of8 ifles half that 
length, 'i'here are two chapels oq each fide of t^e choir, the entry to them opens with 
Hrge pillars neatly carved in bajo neHevo ; the fteeple is pretty large, the doors, win- 
dows, &c. are curioufly carved i; the altar is large, and of as fine iharbledii^y I ever 
fitw. There are feveral abbots buried whhin the church ; Mac-ltikenich ms ftatue is 
done in black mprble, asliig as the life, in his epifcopal habit, with a mitre, croljer, 
* ring, and ftones along the breaft, &c. The reft of the abbots are done after the fitoe 
mannpr i the infcription of one tomb is as J^oUows4 ' 

Hk 
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IJic jacet Joannes Mack-Fingonet abbas dc Out, qui obiit anno Domini mtlejimo quingcn- 
fijimo. 

Bilhop Knox, and f<n'eral perfons of diftindion, as Mac-Leod of Harries, have alfo 
been buried here. 

'J'here is the ruins of a cloiftcr behind the church, as alfo of a library, and under it 
a large room ; the natives fay it was a place for public difputations. 

There is a heap of Hones without the church, und.'r which Mackean of Ardminur. 
chin lits buried. There is an empty piece of ground between the church and the gar- 
dens, in which murderers, and children that died before baptifm, were buried. Near 
to the weft end of the church in a little cell lies Columbus’ tomb, but without in- 
feription ; this gave me occafion to cite the cliflich, afferting that Columbus was buried 
in Ireland j at which the natives of Jona feemed very much difpleafed, and affirmed 
that the Irilh who faid fo w'ere impudent liars ; that Columbus was once buried in this 
place, and that none ever came from Ireland fmee to carry away his corpfe, winch they 
had attempted, would have proved equally vai» and prefumptuous. 

Near St. Columbus’ tomb is St. Martin’s crofs, an entire ftone of eight feet high ; 
it is a very hard and red flonc, with a mixtuie of grey in it. On the W'eft fide of the 
crofs is engraven a large cj'ucifix, and on the eafl a free; it (lands on a pedcfial of the 
fame kind of ftone. At a little further diftance is Hun Ni Manich, i. e. Monk’s fort, 
built of ftone and lime, in form of a baftion, pretty high. From this eminence the 
monks had a view of all the families in the ille, and at the fame time enjoyed the free 
air. A little further to the weft lie the black ftones, which are fo called, not from their 
colour, for that is grey, but from the eftefts that tradition fay enfued upon perjury, if 
any one became guilty of it after fwearing on thefe ftones in the ufual manner j for an 
oath made on them was dccifive in all controvcrfics. • 

MaC'Honald, king of the ifles, delivered the rights of their lands to his vaftals in the 
ides and continent, with uplifted hands and bended knees, on the black ftones ^ and in 
this pofture, before many witnefTes, he folemnly fwore that he wbuld never recall thofe 
rights which he then granted : and this was inftead of his great feal. Hence it is that 
when one was certain of what he affirmed, he faid pofitively, I have freedom to fwear 
this matter upon the black ftones. 

On the fouth fide the gate, without the church, is the taylors’ houfe, for they only 
wrought in it. The natives fay, that in the time of the plague the outer gate was quite 
Ihut up, and that all pruvifions were thrown in through a hole in the gate for that 
purpofe. 

At fome diftance foutli from St. Mary’s is St. Quran’s church, commonly called 
Reliqui Quran ; the faint of that name Is buried within it. 

'I’he laird of Mac-KInnon has a tomb within this church, which is the ftatclicft tomb 
in the ifle. On the wall above the tomb there is a crucifix engraven, having the arms 
of the family underneath, viz. a boar’s head, with a couple of (beep’s bones in its jaws. 
The tomb-ftone has a ftatue as bjg as the life, all in armour, and upon it a Ihip under 
&il, a lion at the head, and another at the feet. The infeription on the tomb is thus : 
tiic ejl Abbas Lachlanif Mack-FingonCt et cjus filius Abbatis del. JEtatis in Dm M° cccc 
ann. , • • 

There are other perfons of diftmfUon in the church, all done in armour. 

On the fouth fide of the church, mentioned above, iS the burial-place in which the 
kings and chiefs of tribes are buried, and over them a (brine ; there was an infcijpfion, 
giving an accost of each particular tpmb, but time has worn them oft'. The raiddlc- 
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mod had written on it, ** The tombs of the Kings of Scotland j** of which forty-dght 
lie there. 

Upon that on the ri^ht hand was written, “ The tombs of the Kings of Ireland j” 
of which four were buried here. 

And upon that on the left hand was written, “ The Kings of Norway j’* of which 
eight were buried here. 

On the right haiid w'ithin the entry to the church-yard there is a tomb-ftone now 
overgrown with earth, and upon it there is written, Hie jacet Joannes Turnbull^ quondam 
epijeopus Canterburienfts, This I deliver upon the authority of Mr. Jo. Mac-Swen, mi- 
niner of Jura,- who fays he read it. 

Next to the kings is the tomb-ftone of Mac-Donald of Ila ; the arms, a fhip with 
hoifted fails, a ftandard, four lions, and a tree : the infeription, hie jacet corpus Anff^i 
Mack-Donuill dc lie. 

In the weft end is the tombs of Gilbrid and Paul Sporran, ancient tribes of the Mac* 
Donalds. 

The families of Mac-Lean of Duart, Lochbuy, and Coll, lie next all in armour, as 
big as the life. 

Mac-Alifter, a tribe of the Mac-Donalds, Mac- Query of Ulvey, are both done as 
above. 

There is a heap of ftones on which they ufed to lay the corps while they dug the 

g rave. There is a ftone likewife erefted here, concerning which the credulous natives 
y, that whofoever reaches out his arm alon^ the ftone three times, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, will never err u fleering the helm of a veflel. 

One tomb hath a clergyman, with this infeription upon it ; Sanha^ ^e. 

About a quarter of a mile further fouth is the church Ronad, in which feveral prio* 
refles are buried : one of the inferiptions is. Hie jacet Dna. Anna TerletUfilia quentdam 
priereja de Jesuit quee^it anno Cbrt/H^ ammam Abraham eomnendamus. 

Another infeription is, Behag hijn Sarle vie II vril prioriffa^ i. e. Bathia daughter ta 
Somerled, fon of Gilbert, priorel& 

Without the nunnery there is fuch another fquare as that befide the monafteiy for 
men. The two pavements, which are of a hard red ftone, are yet entire; in the middle 
of the longeft pavement there is a large crofs, like to that mentioned above, and is called 
Mac-Lean’s Crofs. There are nine places on the eaft fide the ille, called Ports for 
landing. . 

The dock which was dug out of port Churich is on the Ihqre, to preferve Columbus’ 
boat called Curich, which was made of ribs of wood, and the outfide covered with hides; 
the boat was long, and Iharp-pointed at both ends: Columbus is faid to have tranfported 
eighteen clergymen in his boat to Jona. ' 

There are many pr^ty variegated (tones in the (hore below the dock ; they ripen to- 
a green colour, and are then proper for carving. The natives fay thefe. ftones are for- 
tunate, but only for fome particular thmg, which the perfon thinks lit to name, in ex- 
clulion of every thing elfe. * 

There was, a tribe here called Clan vie tJoJierl from OJiiarii} for they are faid to 
havd been porters. The tradiiipn of thefe is, that before Columbus died,, thirty of this 
fiiinily lived then in Jona, and that upon fome provocation Columbus entailed a curfe 
ii|mn them ; which was, that they might all periib to the number of live, and- that they 
might nevwr exceed that number, to which they were accordingly reduced : and ever 
.fince, when any woman of the fanuly was in lifoour, both Ihe and the other four mire 
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afraid of death } for if the child that was to be then bom did not die, they fay one of 
the five was fure to die ; and this they affirm to have been verifi^ on every fuch occa- 
fion fucceffively to this day. I found the only one of this tribe living in the ifie, and 
both be and the natives of this and of all the weftem ifles unanimoully declare that this 
obfervadon never failed } and all this little family is now exind, except this one poor 
man. 

The life of Columbus, written in the Irifh charadler, is in the cuftody of John Mac- 
Neil in the ifle of Barray } another copy of it is kept by Mac-Donald of Bembecuta. 

The inhabitants have a tradition, that Columbus fuffered no women to flay in the ifle 
except the nuns ; and that all the tradefmen who wrought in it were obliged to keep 
their wives and daughters in the oppofite little ifle, called on that account Women's-ifle. 
They fay likewife, that it was to keep women out of the ifle that he would not fuft'er 
cows)( fheep, or goats to be brought to it. 

Beda, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiflory, lib. iii. cap. 4. gives an account of him. In the 
year of our Lord 5<>5, (at the time that JuflinBhe younger fucceeded Juftinian in the 
government of the Roman empire) the famous Columba, a prefbyter and abbot, but in 
habit and life a monk, came from Ireland to Britain to preach the word of God to the 
northern provinces of the Fids ; that is, to thofe who by high and rugged mountains 
are feparated from the fouthern provinces. For the fouthern Pifls, who have their ha- 
bitation on this fide the fame hills, had, as they affirm themfelves, renounced idolatry, 
and received the faith a lone time before, by the pireaching of Ninian the bifhop, a mofl 
reverend and holy man, of the country of the Britons, who was regularly educated at 
Rome in the myfteries of truth. 

In the ninth year of Meilochen, fon to Pridius King of Ptfls, a molt powerful king, 
Columbus, by his preaching and example, converted that nation to the faith of Chrifl. 
Upon this account they gave him the ifle above-mentioned ( which he calls Hii, book iii. 
cap. 3.) to ereft a monauery in } which his fucceflbrs polTefs to this day, and where he 
himfelf was buried, in the feventy-feventh year of his age, and thethirty-fccond after bis 
going to Britain to preach the gofpci. He built a noble monaftery in Ireland before 
his coining to Britain ; from both which monafleries he and his difciples founded fe- 
vcral other monafleries in Britain and Ireland ; among all which, the monaflery of the 
ifland in which his body is interred, has the pre-eminence. The ifle has a re£lor, who 
is always a prefbyter-abbot, to whofe jurifdi^ion the whole province, and the bifhopa 
themfelves ought to be fubje£l, though the thing be unufual, according to the example 
of that firfl dodlor, who was not a bifhop, but a prefbyter and monk ; and of whofe 
life and doctrine fome thihgs arc faid to be wrote by his difciples. But whatever he 
was, this is certain, that he left fucceffoii eminent for their great chaflity, divine love, 
and regular inflitution. 

This monaflery furnifhed bifhops to fevcral diocefes of England and Scotland ; and 
amongfl others, Aidanus, who was lent from thence, and was bifhop of Lindisfairn, 
now Holy-Ifland. 


The IJle of Tire-iy^ is fo called from Tire a Country and ly an Ifihmm ; the Rocks in the 
• narrow Channel feem to favour'tbeJEtymology, 

THIS ifle lies ajjout eight leagues to the weft of Jona,^)r I Colin-Kil. The land is 
low and moorifli, but there are two little hills.on the fouth-weft fide ; the mould ip ge- 
nerally brown, ahd for the moft part faudy. The weftern fide is rocky fo*" about three 
leagues : the ifle affords no convenient )iarbour for fliips, but has been always valued 
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for its extraordinary fruitfulncfs in corn, yet being tilled every yeaP, it is become lefs 
fruitful than formerly. There is a plain piece of ground about fix miles in compafs on 
the ead coaft, called the Rive ; the grafs is fcldom fufFered to grow the length of half 
an inch, being only kept as a common, yet is believed to excel any parcel of land of its 
extent in the ifles or oppofite continent : there are fmall channels in it, through which 
the tide of flooil comes in, and it foinetimes overllows the whole. 

The ifle is four miles in length from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft ; . the natives for 
the moft part live on barley-bread, butter, milk, cheefe, fifli, and fome eat the roots 
of filver-wced ; tlicre arc but few that eat any flefii, and the fervants ufc watcr-gruel 
often with their bread. In plentiful years the natives drink ale generally. '1 here are 
tltree ale-houfes in the ifle : the brewers preferve their ale in large earthen veflels, and 
fay they are much better for this purpofe than thofe of wood ; fome of them contain 
twelve Englifh gallons. Their mealure for drink is a third part larger than any I d^uld 
obferve in any other part of Scotland. The ale that I had in the inn being too weak, 
I told my hoil of it, who protnifed to 'make it better; for this end he took a hedic- 
ftone, and having made it red-hot in the fire, he quench'd it in the ale. The company 
and I were I'atisficd that the drink was a little more brifle, and I told him that if he could 
add fome more life to our ale, he would extremely oblige the company. This he 
frankly undertook; and to effed it toafted a barley-cake, and having broke it in pieces, 
he put it into the difli with the ale ; and this experiment we found as cffedual as the 
firft. I enquired of him if he had any more art to revive our ale, and then he would 
make it pretty good j he anfwercd, that he knew of nothing elfe but a malt cake, which 
he had not then ready ; and lb we were obliged to content ourfelves with what pains 
had been already ufed to revive our drink. The natives preferve their ycalt by an 
oaken wyih, which they tvWft and put into it ; and for future ufc, keep it in barley- 
firaw. The cows and horfes are of a very low fizo in this ifle, being in the winter and 
fpring time often reditfcd to cat fea-ware. The cows give plenty of milk ; when they 
have enough of frefli fea ware to feed on, it fattens them ; the horfes pace naturally, and 
are very fprightly, though little. The ground abounds with flint-ftone; the natives 
tell me they find pieces of fulphur in feveral places. Tlie weft winds drive the ordinary 
Indian nuts to the fliore of this ijlc, and the natives ufe them as above, for removing 
the diarrhea ; and the water of the well called Tonbir in Douich, is by the natives drunk 
as a catholicon for difeafes. 

Some years ago about one hundred and fixty little whales, the biggeft not exceeding 
twenty feet long, run theinlclves afliore in this ille, very fcafo;i:ibly, in time of fcarcity, 
for the natives did eat them all ; and told me that the lea-jiork, i. e. the wl.ale, is both 
wholefome and very nourilhing meat. There is a frefli-watcr lake in the middle of tho 
ifle, on the call fide of which there is an old caftle now in ruirfs. The ifle being low 
and moorilh, is unwhojefonie, and maker, the natfves fubjedt to the ague. The inhabi- 
tants living in the fouth-eaft parts arc for tho moft part bald, and have but very thin hair 
on their heads. There is a cave in the fouth-weft, which the natives are accufloined to 
watch in th • night, amf then take many cormorants in it. ‘'J’here are feveral forts in 
the ifle ; one in the middle of it, and Dun-Taelkin Baelly Petris : they are in form 
tlu- fame with thofe in the northern* ifles. There are feveral great and fmall circles of 
ftones in this ifle The inhal^itants are all Proteftants ; they obferve the feftivals of 
Chriftmas, Good-Friday, Eafter, and St. Michael's Day. Upon the Latter there is a 
genefal cavalcade, at which all the inhabitants rendezvous. They fpcak,the Irifli tongue, 
and wear the Highland drefs. This ifle is theiDukc of Argyle's property, it being one 
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of the ifles lately polTelTed by the laird of Mac-Lean ; the parilh church in the ifle is 
called Sorely, and is a parfonage. 


The yie of Coll. 

t 

'rHlS iflc lies about half a league to the eaft and north-eafl: of Tire-iy, from which 
it hath been fevered by the fea. It is ten miles in length, and three in breadth ; it is 
generally compofed of little rocky hills, covered with heath. 'I'he north-fide is much 
plainer, and arable ground, affording barley and oats ; the inhabitants always feed on 
the latter, and thofc of Tiro-iy on the former. The ifle of Coll produces more boys than 
girls, and the ifle of Tire-iy more girls than boys ; as if nature intended both thefe ifles 
for mutual alliances, without being at the trouble of going to the adjacent ifles or conti- 
nent to be matched. '1 he parifh-book, in which the number of the baptized is to be 
focn, confirms this obfervation. 

There are fevcral rivers in this ifle that afTord/almon. There is a frefli-water lake in 
the fouth-eaft fide, which hath trouts and eels. Within a quarter of a mile lies a little 
caftle, the feat of Mac-Lean of ('oil, the proprietor of the ifle : he and all the inhabitants 
are Proleflants •, they obferve the feftivals of Chriflmas, Good-Friday, Eafler, and 
St. Michael : at the latter they have a general cavalcade. All the inhabitants fpcak the 
Irilh tongue, (a few excepted,) and wear the habit ufed by the red of the illaiiders. 
This ifle is much wholefomer than that of Tire-iy. 1 faw a gentleman of Mac-Lean of 
Coil’s family here, aged eighty-five, who walked up and down the fields daily. 

Cod and ling abound on the coafl of this ifle, and are of a larger fize here than in the 
adjacent ifles and continent. 

On the fouth eaft coafl: of this ifle lie the train of rocks cajlcd the Cam of Coll ; they 
reach about half a league from the fliorc, and are remarkable for their fatality to fea- 
farittg men, of which there are fcveral late inftances. There is no venomous creature 
in this ifland, or that of Tire-iy. 


Rum. 

THIS ifle lies about four leagues fouth from Skie ; it is mountainous and heathy, 
but the coaft is arable and fruitful. 'Ihe ifle is five miles long from fouth to nortli, 
and three from eaft to weft ; the north end produces fome wood. '1 he rivers on each 
fide afibrd falmon. There is pl nty of land and lea-fowl ; fome of the latter, efpecially 
the piilfin, build in the hills as much as in the rocks on the coaft, in which there are 
abunuauce of caves : the rock facing thfe weft fide is red, and that on the eall fide grey. 
The mountains have fome hundred of deer grazing in them. The natives gave me an 
account of a ftrange.obfervation, which they lay proves fatal to the pofterity ofLachlin, 
a cadet of Mac-1. ean of Coil’s family ; that if any of them Ihoot at a deer on the moun- 
tain Finch: a, he dies fuddcnly, or conirafts fome violent diftemper, which foon puts a 
period to his life. They«told me fome inftances to this purpofc : whatever may be in 
it, there is none of the tribe abo^c named will ever offer to Ihoot the deer in that 
mountain. , , , 

The bay Loch-Screford on tlic eaft fide is not fit fer gjuchoring, except withoTUtrthe 
entry. , ^ • * 

There is a chapel in this ifle ; the natives are Proteftants ; Mac-Lean of Coll is pro- 
prietor, and the* language and habit the fame with the northern ifles. * 
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IJk Muck* 

IT lies a little to the fouth*weft of Rum, being four miles in circumference, all fur* 
rounded with a rock ; it is fruitful in com and grafs : the hawks in the rocks here are 
reputed to be very good. The cattle, fowls, and amphibia of this ifland, are the fame 
as'in other ifles } me natives fpeak the Irilh tongue only, and ufe the habit wore by their 
neighbours. 


IJle Canmy. 

THIS ifle'lies about half a mile'Oft' Rum ; it is two miles from fouth to north, and 
■one from eaft to weft. It is for the moft part furrounded with a high rock, and the 
whble fruitful in com and grafs : the fouth end hath plenty of cod and ling. 

There is a high hill in the north end, which diforders the needle in the compafs : I 
laid the compafs on the ftony ground near it, and the needle went often round with 
great fwiftnefs, and inftead of fettling towards the north, as hfual, it fettled here due eaft. 
The ftones in the furface of the earth are black, and the rock below facing the fca is 
•red : fome affirm that the needle of a fhip's compafs, failing by the hill, is dilordered by 
the force of the magnet in this rock j but of this I have no certainty. 

The natives call this ille by the name of Tarfm at fea ; the rock Heilker on the fouth 
end abounds with wild geefein Augud, and then they call their quills. The church in 
'this ifle is dedicated to St. Columbus. All the natives are Roman Catholics ; they ufe 
•the language and habit of the other ifles. Allan Mac-IXuiald is proprietor. There is 
good anchorage on the north«caft of this ifle. 

Vf Deferipthn the of £gg, 

TH^ ifle Hesto the fouth of Skie about four leagues it » three miles in length, 
and a inile and a half ^n breadth, and about nine in circumference : it is all rocky and 
mountainous from the middle towards the weft } the eaft fide is plainer, and more 
arable : the whole is indifferently good for pafturage and cultivation. There is a mouii* 
tain in the foUth end, and on the top of it there is a high rock called Skur Egg, about 
an hundred and fifty paces in circumference, and has a freih>water lake in the middle 
of it ; there is no accefs to this rock but 1^ one paffage, which makes it a natural fort. 
There is a harbour on the fouth>eaft fide ot this ifle, which may be entered into by either 
fide the fmall ifle without it. Hiere is a very big cave on the fouth*weft fide of this 
ifle, capable of containing feveral hundreds of people. The boaft guarding the north, 
weft is a foft quarry of white ftone, having fome caves in it. There is a well in the vil. 
lage called Ftvepennies, reputed efficacious againft feveral diftempers : the natives told 
me that it never ftuU to cure any perfon of their firft difeafe, only by drinking a quantity 
of it for the fpace of tyvo or three days ; and that if a ftnangcr lie at this well in the 
night-time, it,will procure a deformity in fome part of his body, but has no efi'cdl on a 
native ; and this they fay hath been frequently experimented. • 

There is a heap of ftones here called Martin i. e. a place confecrated to "the 
Cunt of that name, about which the natives oblige themfelves to make tour round, 
fun'-ways. . » ' • 

There is another heap of ftones, which thev fay was confecrated to, the Virgin Mary. 

In the village on the Iburh coaft of this ifle there is a well, called St. Katherine's well ; 
the natives have it in great efteem, and believe it^to be a cathoiicon for ‘difeafes. They 
* me chat it had been fuch ever fince it was confecrated by one Father Hugh, a popim 
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pried, in the following manner : he obliged all the inhabitants to come to this well, and 
then emptoyed them to bring together a great heap of (tones at the head of the fpring, 
by way of penance. This bang done, he faid inafs at the well, and then confecrated it ; 
he gave each of the inhaUtants a piece of wax candle, which they lighted, and all cdF 
them made the dedil, of going round the well fun ways, the pried leading them : and 
from that time it was accounted unlawful to boil any meat with the water of this well. 

The natives obferve St. Katherine’s anniverfary ; all of them come to the well, and 
having drank a draught of it, they make the deijil round it fun ways ; this is always 
performed on the fifteenth day of April. The inhabitants of this iile are well proper, 
tioned ; they fpeak the Irifh tongue only, and wear the habit of the iflanders; they are 
all Roman Catholicks, except one woman, that is a protedant. 

There is a church here on the ead fide the ifle, dedicated to St. Donnan, whofe anni* 
verfary they obferve. 

About thirty yards from the church there is a fspulchral urn under ground ; it is a 
big done hewn to the bottom, about four feet^eep, and the diameter of it is about the 
fame breadth ; I caufed them to dig the ground above it, and we found a fiat thin done 
covering the urn : it was almod full or human bones, but no head among them, and 
they were fair and dry. I enquired pf the natives what was become of the heads, and 
they could not tell ; but one of them faid, perhaps thdr head had been cut off with a 
two handed fword, and taken away by the enemy. Some few paces to the north of the 
urn there is a narrow paffage under ground, but how far it reaches they could give me 
no account. 

The natives dare not call this ifle hy its ordinary name of Egg, when they are at fea, 
but ifland Nim<Ban.MoFe, i. e. the ifle of big women. St. Donnan’i well, which is in 
the fouth.wed end, is in great edeem by the natives ; for ^t. Donnan is the celebrated 
tutelar of this ifle. The natives do not allow protedants to come to their burial. 

The proprietors of the ifle are Allan Mac^Dcmald of Moydoit, and Allan Mae.DdQaid 
of Moron. 


St, Kilda, or Hiru 

THE fird of thefe names is taken from one Kilder, who lived here ; and from him 
the large well Tombir.Kilda has alfo its name. Hirta is taken from the Irifh ler, which 
in that language fignifies wed ^ this iflb lies directly oppofite to the ifles of North-Vid, 
Harries, &c. It is reckoned e^teen leagues from the former, and twenty from Har. 
ries. This ifle is by Petser Goas, in a map he made of it at Rotterdam, called St. Kil- 
der; it is theremoted of all the Scots liorth.wed ifles:* it is about two miles in length,, 
and one in breadth ; it is faced all round with a dee^ rock, except the bay on the ibuth* 
ead, which is not a harbour fit for any veffel, though in the time of a calm one may land' 
upon the rock, and get up into the ifland with a mtle efimbing. The land rifes pretty 
Ugh in the middle, and there is one mountain higher than any other parf of the ifland. 
There are feveral fount^ns of gdod water on each fide this ifle. The com fwoduced 
here is oats and barley, the latter is the laiged in the wedern ifles. 

The horfesand cows here are of* a lower fize tl^gn in the adjacent iflqs, but the flieep 
differ only ih the bignefs of their horns, which are veny Iqng. * • 

There is an ancient fort on the fouth end of the baykcalled Dun*fir.Volg, i. e. the 
, fort of the Volfdj : thisis the fenfo put upon the word by theantiquaries of tkeoppofite 
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I'he ifle Soa is near half a mile diftant from the weft fide of St. Kilda ; it is a mile in 
circumference, very high, and ftcep all round Borera, lies above two leagues north of 
St. Kilda ; it is near a mile in circumfer^ce, the moft of it furround.od with a high rock. 
The largcft and the two le'fter ifles arc good fur pafturage, and abound with a prodigious 
number of fea fowl, from March till September ; the Solan geefe are very numerous 
here, infomuch that the inhabitants commonly keep yearly above twenty^ thoufand 
young and old in there little ftone houfes, of which there are fome hundreds for preferv- 
ing their fowls, eggs, &c. They ufe no fait for preferving their fowl ; the eggs of ilie 
fea wild fowl are preferred fome months in the a(hes of peats, and are aftringent to 
fuch as be not accuftomed to eat them. 

The Solan goofe is in fize fomewhat lefs than a land goofe, and of a white colour, 

. except the tips of the wings, which are black, and the top of their head, which is 
yellow ; their bill is long, finall pointed, and very hard, and pierces an inch djc^p into 
wood, in their defeent after a fifli laid on a board, as fome- ufe to catch them. VVIicn 
they fleep, they put their head under their wings, but one of them keeps watch, and if 
that be furprized by the fowler (which often happens) all the reft are then eafily caught 
by the neck, one after another ; but if the centinel ‘gives warning, by crying loud, then 
all the flock make their efcape. When this fowl flilhes for herring, it flies about fixty 
yards high, and then defeends perpendicularly into the fea, but after all other fifli it do- 
IcenJs a-fquint : the reafon for this manner of pur uing the herrings is, becaufe they 
are in greater fhoals than any other flfh whatfoever. 

There is a barren tribe of Solan geefe, that keep always together, and never mix a- 
tnong the reft that build and hatch. The Solan geefe come to thofe iilands in March, 
taking the advantage of a fouth>weft wind : before their coming, they fend a few of 
their number, as harbingers before them, and when they have made a tour round t^c 
ifles, they return immediately to the company ; and in a few days after, the whole flock 
comes together, and ftays till September. The natives make a pudding of the fat of 
this fowl, in the ftomach of it, and boil it in their water-gruel, which they call brochan ; 
they drink it likewife for removing the cough : it is by daily experience found to be an 
excellent vulnerary. 

The inhabitants eat the Solan goofe-egg raw, and by experience find it to be a good 
peroral. The Solan geefe are daily making up their nefts from March till September : 
they make them in the ihelvcs of high rocks ; they fifb, hatch, and make their nefts by 
turns, and they amafs for this end a great heap of grafs, and fuch other things as they catch 
floating on the water : the ftcw’ard of St. Kilda told me, that they had found a red coat 
in a neft, a brafs fun- dial, and an arrow, and fome Molucca beans in another neft. 
This Solan goofe is believed .to be the ftiarpeft fightcd of all fea fowls } it preferves five 
or fix herrings Jn its gorget entire, and carries them to the neft, where it fpews them 
out to ferve as food to the young ones : they are obferved to go a filhing to feveral ifles 
<that lie about thirty leagues diftant, and carry the fifli in their gorget all that way } and 
this is confirmed by the Englifh hooks, which are found fticking to the fifli-bones in 
their .nefts; lor the natives have no fuch hooks amohg them., 

They have another ’bird here called Fulmar ; it is a grey fowl, about the fize of a 
moor-hen : has a ftrong bill, with wide noftrils* } .as often as it goes to fea, it is a cer- 

tain 'fign of a weftern windj fur it fits always on the rock, when the wind is to blow 
from any other quarter., 'lihis fowl, the natives fay, picks its food out of live whales, 
and that it eats forrel ; for both thofe forts of food are found- in its’ neft. When any 
-one ‘iapproacbes the Fulmar, it fpouts out at its bill about a quart of pure oil; the natives 
. ” furprize 
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furprize the fowl and prefervethe oil, and burn in their lamps : it is good againft rheu. 
tnatick pains and achs in the bones, the inhabitants of the adjacent ifles value it as a 
cathoHcon for difeafes ; fome take it for a vomit, others for a purge. It has been fuc< 
cefsfully ufed againfl rheumatick p^ns in Edinburgh and London : in the latter it has 
been lately-ufed to aiTuage the fwelling of a drained foot, a cheek fwelled with the tooth* 
ach, and for difculTing a hard boil ; and proved fuccefsful in all the three cafes. 

There is plenty of cod and ling, of a great fize, round this ifle, the improvement of 
which might be of great advantage. 

The inhabitants are about two hundred in number, and are well proportioned ; they 
fpeak the Irilh language only ; their habit is much like that ufed in the adjacent ifles, 
but coarfer : they are not fubje£t to many difeafes ; they contrafb a .cough as often as 
any ftrangers land and ftay for any time among them, and it continues for fome eight or 
ten days; they fay the very infants on the bread are infected by it. The men are 
(Iron^er than the inhabitants of the oppofite^wedem ifles ; they reed much on fowl, 
efpecially the Solan geefe, puffin, and fulmar, eating no fait with them. This is be* 
lieved to be the caufe of a leprofy, that is broke out among them of late : one of them 
that was l>ecome corpulent, and had his throat almofl fliut up, being advifed by me to 
take fait with his meat, to exercife himfelf more in the fields than he had done of late, 
to forbear eating of fat fowl, and the fat pudding called giben, and to eat forrel, was 
very much concerned, becaufe all this was very difagreeable ; and my advifing him to 
cat forrel was perfedly a furprize to him : but when I bid him confidcr how the fit 
fulmar eat this plant, he was at lafl: difpofed to take my advice ; and by this means 
alone in a few days after, bis voice was much clearer, his appetite recovered, and he was 
in a fair way of recovery. Twelve, of thefe lepers died the .year after of this diftemper, 
and were in the fame condition with this man. 

Both fexes have a genius for poefy, and compofe entertaining verfes and fongs in 
their own language, which is very emphadcal. Some years ago,* about twenty of their 
number happened to be confined in the rock Sfac/t N*armin for feveral days together, 
without any kind of food ; the feafon then not favouring their endeavours to return home, 
one of their numl^r plucked alt their knives out of the hafts, wrought a hook out of 
each, and then beat them out to their former length ; he had a ftone for an anvil, and a 
dagger for a hammer and file : and with thefe rude hooks, and a few forty fifhing-lmes, 
they purchafed fifh for their maintenance, during their confinement for feveral days in 
the rock. All the men in the ifle having gone to the ifle Boreray forpurchafe, the 
rope that faflened their boat happened to break ; and by this unlucky accident, the 
boat was quite loft, and the poor peopid confined in the ifle from the middle of March 
till the latter end of May, without fo much as a cruft of bread ; but they had fheep, 
fowl, and filh in abundance. They were at a lofs how to acquaint their wives and 
friends, that all of them were alive ; but to effed this, they kindled as many fires on 
the top of an eminence as there were men in number : this was no foonerdeen, and the 
fires counted, then the women underftood the fignal, «nd were fo oveijoyed at this un> 
expelled news, that they fell to labpur the ground with the foot-fpade, a fatigue they 
had never been accuftomed to ; and that year’s product of corn was the* moft plentiful 
that they ha& for many, years Wore. Alter the ftewardls arrival in the ifle about Ihe 
end of May, he flmt his galley to bring home all the meft confined in the ifle, to their 
fo much longed for St. lulda; where the mutual joy between them and their wives, 
and other rejatidns, was extraordinary. • 

The inhabitants are of the reformed iwli^on; they aflemble inthe church>yard on th 6 
Lord’s Day, and m the morhing they fay t);ke Lord’s Prayer,* Creed, and Ten Command- 
. -VOL. 111. 4 0 ments : 
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ments : they work at no eniployroent>tiU Monday, neither w.iii they allow a (Iranger 
to work fooner. The officer, or fteward’s deputy commonly, and fometiraes any of 
their neighbours, baptize their children foon after they are born ; and in the following 
form : A. i. I baptize you to your father and mother, in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft.” They marry early and publickly, all the natives of both fexes being 
prefent ; the officer who performs the marriage tenders a cr^icifix to the married couple, 
who lay their right hands on it, and then the marriage is ratified. 

I'hey obferve the feftirals of Chriftiuas, Eafler, Good Friday, and that of All-Saints ; 
upon the latter they bake a large cake, in form of a triangle, furrowed round, and it 
nmH be all eaten that night. They are hofpitable, and charitable to Grangers, as well 
as the poor belonging to themfelvcs, for whom all the families contribute a proportion 
monthly, and at every fellival each family feuds them a piece of mutton or beef. 

' They fwear decifive oaths by the crucifix, and this puts an end to any controverfy ; 
for there is not one inftance, or the leaf^ fufpicion of perjury among them. 'J he cruci- 
fix is of brafs, and about nine inches in length ; it lies upon the altar, but they pay no 
religious worfltip to it. One of the inhabitants was fo fincere, that, (rather than for- 
fwear himfelf on the crucifix, he confefTcd a capital crime before the minifler, and iny- 
felf. They never fwear, or (leal, neither do they take God’s name in vain at any time ; 
tltey are free from whoredom and adultery, and of thofe other immoralities that abound 
fo much every where elfe. 

One of the inhabitants called Roderick, a fellow that could not read, obtruded a falfe 
religion upon the credulous people, which he pretended to have received from St. John 
the Baptid. It is remarkable, that in his rhapfodies, which he called prayers, he had 
the word Eli; and to this ,purpofe, Eli is our prefer ver. There is a little hill, upon 
which he fays John the Baptifl delivered fermons and prayers to him ; this he called 
John’s-Bufh, and made the people believe it was fo facred that if either cow or flieep 
did tafle of its grafs, they were to be killed immediately after, and the owners were to 
eat them, but never without the company of the impoftor. He made them likewife be- 
lieve that each of them had a tutelar faint in heaven to intercede for them, and the an- 
niverfary of every one of thofe was to be neceffarily obferved, by having a fplendid 
treat, at which the impofter was always the principal perfon. He taught the women a 
devout hymn, which he faid he had from the Virgin Mary ; he made them believe that 
it fecured any woman from mifearriage that could repeat it by heart, and each of them 
paid the impodor a fheep for it. • 

Uppn Mr. Campbell’s arrival and mine in St. Kilda, Roderick made a public recanta- 
tion of his impollure ; and being then by us bV'ought to the ifle of Harries, and after- 
, wards to the ifle of Skie, he has made public confefficn in feveral churches of his con- 
verfe with the devil, and not John the Baptift, as he pretended, and feems to be very 
penitent. He is now in. Skie ifle, from whence he is never tQ return to his native coun- 
try. His neighbours are heartily glad to be rid of fucb a villian, and are now happily 
delivered from the errors he impofed upon them. The ifle is the Laird of Mac-leod’s 
property, he is head of one of the mod ancient tribes- in the ifies ; he bedows the ifle 
upon a cadet-of his name, whofc lpr{une is low, to maintain his family, and he is called 
deWard of it : he vidts the iflf once every fummer, to demand the rents, down, 
wool, butter, cheefc, cow’s, hoefes, fowl, oil, and barley. The deward’s deputy is one 
of the natives, and days always upon the place ; he has free lands, ‘and an omor of 
barley'from each f|mily ; and has the honour of being the fird and laft in their boat, 
' a» they go and come to the lefler ifles or rocks. ' The ancient meafure of omer and cu- 
bit continues to be ufed in this ifle. They have neither gold nor diver, but barter 
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among themfelves and the ftewards men for what they want. Some years ago the 
(lew'ard determined to exaft a fheep from every family in the ifle, the number amounts 
ing to twenty feven ; and for this he put them in mind of a late precedent, of their hav* 
ing given the like number to his predeceflbr. But they anfwered, th-^t what they gave 
then, was voluntary, and upon an extraordinary occafion of his being wind-bound in 
the ifle, and that this was not to be a cuftom afterwards. However the Reward Tent his 
brother, and with a competent number of men to take the iheep from them bv force ; 
but the natives arming themfelves with their daggers, and filhing rods attacKed the 
Reward’s brother, giving him fomc blows cm the head, and forced him and his party to 
retire, and told him that they would pay no new taxes ; and by this Rout refiRance, 
they preferved their freedom from fuch impoRtion. 

The inhabitants live contentedly together in a little village on the eaR-fide St. Kilda, 
which they commonly call the country ; arid the ifle Borreray, which is Htt'e more than 
two leagues diftant from them, they call the northern country. The dillance between 
their houfes is by them called the High-RreeU their houfes 'are low, built of Rone and 
a cement of dry earth ; they have couples and ribs of wood covered with thin earthern 
turf, thatched over thefe with Rraw, and the roof fecured on each fide with double 
ropes of Rraw or heath, poifed at the end with many Rones : their beds arc commonly 
made in the wall of their houfes, and they He on Rraw, but never on feathers or down, 
though they have them in greater plenty than all the weRern ifles befides. The reafon 
for making their bed-room in the walls of their houfes, is to make room for their cows, 
which they take in during the winter and fpring. 

They are very exaft in their properties, and divide both the filhing as well as fowling 
rocks with as great niccnefs as they do their corn and grafs ; one will not allow his 
neighbour to fit and filh on his feat, for this being a part<of his polToffion, he will take 
care that no encroachment be made upon the leaR part of it : and this with a particular 
regard to their fuccelTors, that they may lofe no privilege depending upon any parcel of 
their farm. They have but one boat in the ifle, and every mail hath a fhare in it, pro- 
portionably to the acres of ground for which they pay rent. They are Rout rowers, 
and will tug at the oar for a long time, without any intermilfion. When they fail, they 
ufe no compafs, but take their meafures from the fun, moon, or Rars ; and they rely 
much on the courfe of the various flocks of fea fowl : and this laR is their furcR direc- 
tory. When they go to the lefler ifles and rocks to brin^ home Iheep, or any other 
purchafe, they caiTy an iron pot with them, and each family fumifhes one by turns j 
and the owner on fuch occafions has a finall tax paid him by all the families in the ifle, 
which is by them called Ithe pot-penny. 

There was another tax paid by each family to one of the natives, as often as they 
kindled a fire in any of the IcRer ifles or rocks, and that for the ufe of his Reel and • 
flint ; and this was by them called the fire-penny. 

This tax was very advantageous to the proprietor, but very uneafy to the common- 
wealth, who could not be fumilh^d with fire on thefe Occafions any other way. But 1 
told them that the chryRal growing in the rock on the ihoro would yield fire, if Rruck 
with the back of a knife, and of t^s I fliewed them an experiment ; which when they 
f kW^ was a very furprifing, and to them a profitablodifcovery in their eRsem, being fuen 
as could be* had by every man in the iRe ; and at thAfame time delivered them from an 
endlefs charge : i)ut it was very difobliging to the poor idan who loR his tax by it. 

The inhabitants of St. Kilda- excel all thofe I ever faw in climbing rocks; thcy*toM 
me that fome years ago their boat was fplit to pieces upon the weR»fide of Borrera ifle, , 
and they were forced to lay hold on a bare rock, w'hich was Reep, and above twe.-nty 
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fathom high ; notwithftanding this difficulty, feme of them climbed up to the top, and 
from thence let down a rope and plaids, and fo drew up all the boat*s crew, though the 
climbing this rock would feem impoffibk to any other except themfeWes. 

This little commonwealth hath two ropes of about twenty four ^thorns' length eacb^ 
for climbing the rocks, which they do by turns ; the ropes are fecured all round with 
cows* hides failed for the ufe, and which preferv^ them from being cut by theudge of 
the rocks. By the adldance of thefe ropes they purchafe a great number of eggs and 
fowls : I have fecn them bring home in a morning twenty-nine large badeets all rail of 
eggs i the Icaft of the baikets contained four hundred big eggs, and the reft eight hun> 
dred and above of lefter eggs. They had with them at the fame time about two thoit* 
fand fea fowl, and fome Uih, together with fome limpets, called patella^ the biggeft I 
ever faw. They catch many fowls likewife, by laying their gins, which are made of 
horfe^hair, having a noofe at the diftance of two feet each ; the ends of the rope at 
which the noofe hangs, are fecured by ftone. 

The natives gave me an account or a* very extraordinary rifque which one of th6m 
ran as laying his gins, which was thus : As he was walking bare foot along the rock 
where he had fixed his gin, he happened to put his toe in a noofe, and immediately fell 
down the rock, but hung by the toe, the gin bdng ftrong enough to hold him, and the 
ftones that fecured it on each end being heavy : tne poor man continued hanging thus 
Ibr the fpace of a night on a rock twenty fiithom height above the fea, until one of his 
neighbours hearing him cry, came to his refeue, drew him up by the feet, and fo faved 
him. 

Thefe poor people dp Ibmetimes fidl down as they climb the rocks, and perifti their 
wives on fuch occafions make doleful fongs, which they call lamentations. The chief 
topidts are their courage, their dexterity in climbing, and their great affefUon which 
they (hewed to their wives and children. 

It is ordinary with a fowler, after he has got his purchafe of fowls, to pluck the fiitteft, 
and carry it home to his wife as a mark of his alTedbn ; and this is called the rock*fowl. 

The batchelors do in like manner carry this rock fowl to their fweetbearts, and it U 
thegveateft prefent they can make, confidermg the danger they run in acquiring it. 

Ine richeft man in the ifle has not above eight cows, eighty (heep, and two or three 
horfes. If a native here have but a few cattle, he will marry a woman, though (he have 
BO other portion from her ftiends but a pound of horfe-hur, to make a gin to catch 
fowls. 

The horfes here are very low of feature, and employed opiy to carry home their 
peats and tutf, which is thdr foel. The inhabitants ride their horfes (which were but 
dghteen in all), at the anniveniuy cavalcade of All-Saints : this they never fail to ob- 
ferve. They ^gin at the (hore, and ride as far as the houfes ; they ufe no faddles of 
any kind, nor bimle, except a rope of draw which manages the horfe’s head : and when 
they have all taken the horfes by tums^ the (how is over for that time. 

This ifle produces the fineft hawks in the weftem ifles, for they go many leagues for 
their prey, their being no 'land-fowl in St. Kilda proper for th€m to eat, except pigeons 
and plovers. « 

Qne of the 'inhabitants of St. Kilda being fome time ago wind-bound in the ifle of 
Harries, was prevailed on byTonie of them mat traded to Glafgow to go thither with, 
them. He was aftoniflied at tne length of the voyage, and of the great kingdoms as he 
thought them, that is ifles, by which th^ foiled ; the larged in his way, did not exceed^ 
> twenty four miles iu lengA, but he conudered how much they exceeds his own little 
native coumry. 

Uppn.. 
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• Upon his arrival at .Olafgow, he was like one that had dropt from the clouds into a 
new world $ whofe language, habit, &c. were in all refpe£U new to him : be never ima* . 
ffined that fuch big houfes of ftone were made with hands ; and for the pavements of the 
ftreets, he thought it muft needs be altogether natural ; for he could not believe that 
men would be at the pains to beat ftones into the ground to walk upon. He ftood 
dumb at the door of hts lodging with the greateft admiration ; and when he faw a coach 
and two horfes, he thought it to be a little houfe they were drawing at their taiU with 
men in it ; but he condemned the coachman for a fool to fit fo uneafy, for he thought 
it fafer to fit on the horfe’s back. The mechanifm of the coach-wheel, and its running 
about, was the greatefi of all his wonders. 

When he went through the fireets he deilred to have one to lead him by the hand. 
Thomas Rofs, a merchant, and others, that took the diverfion to carry him through 
the town, afk^ his opinion of the High Church ? He anfwered, that it was a large 
rock, yet there were fome in St. Kilda much higher, but that thefe were the beft caves 
he ever faw ; for that was the idea which he eonceived of the pillars and arches upon 
which the church (lands. When they carried him into the church, he was yet more 
furprifed, and held up his hands with admiration, wondering how it was pomble for 
men to build fuch a prodigious fabric, which be fuppofed to be the largeft in the uni- 
verfe. He could not imagine what the pews were defigned for, and he fancied the people 
that wore mafks (not knowing whether they were men or women) had been guilty of 
fome ill thing, for which they dared not (hew their fiices. He was amazed at women’s 
wearing patches, and fancied th^in to have been bliflers. Pendants feemed to him the 
moll ridiculous of all things } %e condemned perriwigs mightily, and much more the 
powder ufed in them : in fine, he condemned all things as fuperfluous he faw not in 
his own country. He looked with amazement on every thing,that was new to him.. When 
he heard the church-bells ring, he was under a mighty conftemation, as if the febric of 
the world had been in great diforder. He did not think there had been fo many people 
in the world as in the city of G'laTgow ; and it was a great myfteiy to him to think what 
they could all defign by living fo many in one place. He wondered how they could all 
be fumilhed with provifion ; and when he faw big loaves, he could not tell whether 
they were bread, (tone, or wood. He was amazed to think how they could be pro- 
vided with ale, for he never faw any there that drank water. He wondered how they 
made them fine clothes, and to fee (lockings made without being firfi cut and after* 
wards fewn, was no (mall wonder to him. He thought it molifli in women to 
wear thin filks, as bemg a very improper habit for fuch as pretended to any fort of 
employment. When h£ faw the wome n’ s feet, he judged them to be of another (bape 
diau thofe of the men, becaule ^ the’dvjjl^ent lhape of their (hoes. He did not ap- 
prove of the heels worn by men or women } and when he obferved horfes with (hoes • 
on their feet, and fidlened with iron nails, he could not forbear laughing, and. thought 
it the mo(l ridiculous thing that ever fell under his obfervation. He longed to feel^ 
native country again, and pafiioi^teiy wilhed it were blefikd with ale, brandy, tobat^, 
and iron, as Glafgow was. 

There is a couple of large eagifs who have their neft on the n^th end of the iilc ; 
the inhabitants told me that they commonly make their purchafe in the adja^t iO^ 
and continioit, and never take fo much as a lamb or*hett (lom the place of their a^de, 
where they propiagate thdr kind. I forgot to give an altcount of a.fingubr provklence 
that happened to a native in the ifle of Skie, called Neil, who when an mfant .wSs left 
by his motber*in the field, not far from the houfes on the north Loch-Portrie } 
an eagle came in the mean time, an^ carried lum away in its talons as fiur as the fouth 
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Ade of the Loch, and there, laying him on the ground, fome people that were fill'd- 
ing iheep there perceived it, and hearing the in^t cry, ran immediately to its refcue ; 
and by good Providence found him untouched by the eagle, End carried him home to 
his mother. He is Aill living in that parilh, and by reafon of this accident, is dif> 
tinguilhed among his neighbours by the Arname of Eagle. 


jin Recount rf the Second-Sight^ in Irijh called Taijh, 

The fecond'Aght is a Angular faculty of feeing an otherwife inviAble obje£l, without 
any previous means ufed by the perfon that fees it for that end ; the viAon makes fuch 
a lively impreffion upon the feers, that they neither fee nor think of any thing elfc, 
except the yiAon, as long as it continues ; and then they appear penAve or jo\ial, ac- 
cording to the object which was reprefented to them. 

At the fight of a viAon, the eye-lids of the perfon are erected, and the eyes continue 
Aaring until the objeft vaniAi. This is obvious to others who are by, when theperlbns 
happen to fee a viAon, and occurred more than once to my own obfervation, and to 
others that were with me. 

There is one in Skie, of whom his acquaintance obferved, that when he fees a vifion, 
the inner part of his eye-lids turn fo far upwards, that after the objed difappears, he 
muft draw them down with his fingers, and fometimes employs others to draw them 
down, which he Ands to be the much eaAer way. 

This faculty of the fecond-Aght does not lineally delcend in a Aimily, as fome imagine, 
for I know feveral parents who are endowed with it, but their children not, and vice 
verfa : neither is it acquired by any previous compad. And, after a Arid inquiry, I 
could never learn from anf among them, that this faculty was communicable any way 
whatfoever. 

The feer knows nether the objed, time, nor place of a viAon, before it appears ; 
and the fame objed is often feen by different perfdns, living at a conAderable diAance 
from one another. The true way of judging as to the time and circumAance of an ob- 
jed, is by obfervation ; for feveral perfons of judgment, without this Faculty, are more 
capable to judge of the deA^ of a viAon, than a novice that is a feer. an objed 
appear in the day or night, it will come to'pafs fooner or later accordingly. 

If an objed is feen early in a morning (which is not frequent,) it will be accom- 
plifhed in a few hours afterwards. If at noon, it will commotily be accompliflied that 
very da)r. If in the evening, perhaps that night ; if after candles be lighted, it will be 
accompliflied that night ; the latter always^ accomplifbment, by weeks, months, and 
Ibmetimes years, according to the time of ^^ht the viAon is feen. 

When a fhroud is perceived alxiut one, it is a fure proraoAic of death : the time is 
judged according to the hdght of it about the perfon : ror if it is not feen above the 
middle, death is not to be expeded for the fpace of a year, and perhaps fome months 
kmger ; and as it is frequently feen to afeend higha* towards the head, death is con- 
cluded to be at hand within a few days, if not hours, as ^aily experience cunArms. 
Examples of this kind were ffiewnme, when the pdrfonsof whom the obfervations then 
made enjoyed jSerfed health. ^ ‘ 

One inAance was lately fo'fetold by a feer that was. a novice, concerning the death 
of one of my acquaintance ; this was communicated to a few only, and with great con- 
fidence ; I bdng one of the number did not in the leaA regard it, until the death of 
, the perfon about the time foretold, did conArm «me of the certainty of the pre^dion. 

The 
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The novice mentioned above Is now a ildlfal feer, as appears from many lateinftances j 
he lives in the parifli of St. Mary’s, the mod: northern in Slue. 

If a woman is feen (landing at a man’s left hand, it is a prefage that (he will be his 
wife, whether they be marri^ to others, or unmarried at the time of the apparition. 

If two or three women are feen at once. (landing near a man’s left hand, (he that is 
next him will undoubtedly be his wife Brd, and fo on, whether all three, or the man be 
finglc or married at the time of the vifion or not ; of which there are feveral late in* 
(lances among thufe of my acquaintance. It is an ordinary thing for them to fee a man 
that is to come to the houfe (hort)y after ; and if he is not of the feer’s acquaintance, 
yet he gives fuch a lively defeription of his (lature, complexion, habit, &c. that upon his 
arrival he anfwers the charafler given him in all refpeds. 

If the perfon fo appearing be one of the fecr’s acquaintance, he will tell his name, as 
well as other particulars ; and he can tell by his countenance whether he comes in a good 
or bad humour. 

1 have been feen thus myfelf by feers of both Texes at fome hundred miles didance ; 
fume that faw me in this manner, had never feen me perfonally, and it happened ac* 
cording to their vidons, without any previous dedgn of mine to go to thofe places, my 
coming there being purely accidental. 

It is ordinary with them to fee houfes, gardens, and trees, in places void of all three ; 
and this in procefs of time ufes to be accomplilhed : as at Mogdot in the iile of Skie, 
where there were but a few forry cow.houfes thatched with draw, yet in a few years 
after, the vifion which appeared often was accomplilhed, by the building of feveral 
good houfes on the very fpot reprefented to the feers, and by the planting of orchanls 
there. 

To fee a fpark of fire fall upon one’s arm or bread, is a ^forerunner of a dead child 
to he feen in the arms of thofe perfons ; of which there are feveral fre(h indances. 

To fee a feat empty at the time of one’s fitting in it, is a prefag; of that perfon’s death 
quickly after. 

When a novice, or one that has lately obtauned the fecond>fight, fees a vifion in the 
night-time without doors, and comes near a fire, he prefently falls into a fwoon. 

Some find themfelves as it were in a crowd of people, having a corpfe which they carry 
along with them } and after fuch vifiqns the feers come in fweating, and deferibe the 
people that appeared ; if there be aiw of thdr acquaintance among them, they give 
an account of their names, as alfo of: the bearers, bpt they know nothing concerning 
the corpfe. . 

All thofe who have the fecond-fight do not always fee thefe vifions at once, though 
they be together at the time. But if one, who has.this faculty, defignedly touch his fellow* 
feer at the indant of a vifion’s appearing, then the fecond fees it as well as the fird ; and 
this is fometimes difeerned by thofe that are near them on fuch occafions. 

There is a way of foretelling death by a~cry that they call Tai(k, which fome call a 
Wrath in the Lowland. • * 

They hear a loiid cry without doors, exa£lly refembling the voice of fome particular' 
perfon, whofe death is foretold by ft. The lad indance given the of this kind was in 
the village Rigg, in the ifle of Skie. * ^ , 

Five women 'were fitting together in the fame room, an^ all of them heard "a loud cry 
palling by the window ; they thoughtit plainly to be the voice of a maid who waspne 
of the number > (he blu||pd at the time, though not fenfible of her fo doing, contra&ed 
a fever next day, and died that week. • * 

Tlungs 
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Thin^ aUb are foretold by fmelling, fometimes ae follows : fifli or fldh is frequently 
fmelled in a fire, when at the fame time ndther of the two are in the houfe, or in any 
probability like to be had in it for fome weeks or months ; for they feldom eat flefh, 
and though the fea be near them, yet they catch fiih but feldom, in the winter and 
fpring. This fmell feveral perfons have, who are not endued with the fecondofight, 
and it is always Accomplilhed foon after. 

Children, horfes, and cows fee the fecond>fight, as well as men and women advanced 
in years. 

That children fee it is plain from their crying aloud at the very infiant that a corpfe 
or any other vifion appears to an ordinary feer. I was prefent in a houfe where a 
child cried out of a fudden, and being alked the reafon of it, he anfwercd that he had 
feen a great white thing lying on the board which was in the comer : but he was not 
believed until a feer who was prefent told them that the child was in the right : For, 
^faid he,) I faw a corpfe and the (hroud about it, and the board will be ufed as part of a 
coffin, or fome way employed about a* corpfe and, accordingly, it was made into a 
coffin, for one who was in perfed health at the time of the vifion. 

That horfes fee it is likewife plain from their violent and fudden darting, when the 
rider or feer in company with him fees a vifion of any kind, night or day. It is ob« 
iervable of the horfe, that he will not go forward that way, until he be led about at fome 
diftance from the common road, and then he is in a fweat. 

A horfe fattened by the edmmon road on the fide of Loch-Skerinefs in Skie, did break 
his rope at nodn-day, and run up and down without the leaft vifible caufe. But two of 
the neighbourhood that happened to be at a little dittance,. and in view of the horfe, did 
at the fame time fee a confiderable number of men about a corpfe, dire^ng their courfe 
to the church of Snifoit ; ^and this was accomplilhed within a few days after, by the 
death of a gentlewoman who .lived thirteen miles from that church, and came from aa« 
other pariih, from wfience v^ry few come to Snifort to be buried. ^ ; 

That cows fee the fecond>fight appears from this ; that when a woman is milking a 
cow, and then happen to fee the fecojad^ight, the cow runs away in a great fright at 
the fame time, and will not be pacified for fome time after. ' 

Before 1 mention more particulars difeovered by the fecond fight, it may not be amifs 
40 anfwer the objections that have lately been made againtt the reality of it. 

Olyeff, I . Thefe feers are vifionary and melancho^ people, and fancy they fee things 
that do not appear to them, or apy body elfe. 

Anfv), The people of th^e ifles, and particularly the feers, arc very temperate, and 
their diet is Ample and moderate in quantity and (quality ; fo that thdr brains are not 
in all probability difordered by undtgetted fumes of meat or drink. Both fexes are free 
from hyfteric fits, convulfions, and feveral other diftempevs of that fort ; there are 
mo madmen among them, nor any inftance of felf-murdcr. It is obfenred them, 
4hat a man drunk never fees the fecond fight } and be th^ is a vifionary should difeover 
bimfelf in other things as well as in that ; and fiudi as fee it are not judged to be vi> 
-fiooaries by any of their friends or acqurintance. 

‘ObjeSf. 3 . Inere is’ none among the learned abde to oblige the world wkh a fittisfy- 
ing account of thofe vifions, therefore it is not to be believ^. 

If every thmg for which the learned are not able to give a iatisfying account 
condemned as impoffibte, we may find many other things gencfmlly believed that 
sRUift‘be receded as falfe by this rule. For inftance, yawninginnd its influence, and that 
loadftone attr^ttsfron^ and yet thefe are true as well asnarmlel^ tboagb we can 

give 
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give no raHsfybig account of their caufes. And if we know fo little of natural caufes 
how much lefs can we pretend to things that are fupematural f * 

Objcff. 3. The feers are impoftors, and the people who believe them are credulods 
and eafily impofed upon. . T , * 

The feers are generally illiterate and well-meaning people, and altogether void 
.of deiign, nOr could I eveir learn that any of them made the lead gain by it, neither is it 
reputable among them to have that diculty ; befides the people of the ifles are not fo 
credulous as to believe implicitly, b^ore the thing foretold is accomplifhed ; but when 
it aftually comes to pafs afterwards, it is not in their power to deny it, without offering 
violence to their fcnies and reafon. Befides, If the feers were deceivers, can it be rea- 
fonable to imagine, that all the- iflanders, who have not the fecond fight, Ihould com- 
bine together, and offer violence to th«r underftandings and fenfes, to force themfelves 
to believe a lie from age to age. There are feveral perfons among them, whofe birth 
and education raife them above the fufpidon of concurring with an impofture, merely 
to gratify an illiterate and contemptible fort o& perfons ; nor can a reafonable man be- 
licv^that children, horfes, and cows coiild be pre-engaged in a combination to perfuade 
the world of the reality of the fecond fight. . ' 

Such as deny thofc vifions give their affent to feveral ftrange paffages in hiftory, upon 
the authority aforefaid of hiftorians that lived feveral centuries before oor time • and 
yet they deny the people of this generation the liberty to believe their intimate friends 
and acqurintance, men of probity and unqueflionable repltation, and of whofe veracity 
they have greater certainty, than we can have of any antient hiftorian. 

Every vifion that is feen comes exaflly to pafs according to the true rules of obfer. 
vation, though novices and heedlefs peifons do not always judge by thofe rules. I 
remember the feers returned me thu anfwer to my objediofi, and gave feveral inftances 
to that purpofe, whereof the following is one. 

A boy of my acquaintance was ofen furprifed at the fight of a coffin cfofe by his 
ihoolder, which put him into a fright, and made^ him to beuev^ k was a forerunner of 
his own death, and this his neighbours alfo jud^ to be the meaning of that, vifion ; 
but a feer that lived in the village Knockow, where the boy was thra a fervant, told 
them that they were under a great miftake, and defiled the boy to lay hold Of the firff 
opportunity that offered ; and when he went to a burial, to remember to aft as a 
bearer for fome ^ments : and this he did accordingly within a few days after, when 
one of his acquaintance died ; and that time forward he was never troubled with 
feeing a coffin at his ihoulder, though he has feen many at a diftance, that concerned 
others, tie is now reckoned one of the exafteft feers in the parifli of St. Marv's in 
Side, where he lives. 

There is another inftance of a woman iii Skie, who ifraquentlv faw a vifion’ repre- 
fcnring a woman having a ihroud about her up to the middle, but always appeared with 
her back towards her, and the habit in which it feemed to be ^reffed refembicd her 
own j this was a my fiery for fome time, until the woman tried an e>;periment to fatisfy 
her curiofity, which wa8,to drefs fierfelf contraw to the ufual.way ; ^hat is, ihe put that 
part of her clothes behind which wjs always before, fancying that the vifion at the next 
appearing vHoold be the eafier diftinguiiheil ; and it fell out accordingty, for rhq vifion 
foon after ‘prefented itfelf with its foce and drefs loskmg towards we woman, add it 
proved tb’reiemble heifelf in all points, and foe died in A Tittle time titer. 

The^aih vifions feen by feveral perfons, in whofe days they are not accompVfKed ; 
and this is olutf the re#>n8, why fome things have been focn thsg are fsid never to 
vtfL* isii * 4 R come ' 
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come to pafs, and there are alfo feveral vifiona feea which are not underftood until 
they be accomplifhed. 

The fecond fight is not a late difcovery feen by one or two in a corner^ or a remote 
iflc) but it is feen by many perfons of both fexes in feveral tfles, feparated above forty 
or fifty leagues from one another : the inhabitants of many of thefe ifles never had the 
lead converfe by word or writing ; and this faculty of feeing vifions having continued, 
as we were informed by tradition, ever fince the plantation of thefe ifles, without being 
difproved by the niceft fceptic, after the llrided inquiry, feems to be a clear proof of 
its reality. 

It is obfervable, that it was much more common twenty years ago than at prefent ; 
for one in ten do jiot fee it now that faw it then. 

The fecond fight is not confined to the Weftern Ifles alone, for I have an account 
that it is likcwife feen in feveral parts of Holland, but particularly in Bommel, by a 
woman, for which fhe is courted by fome, and dreaded by others. She fees a fmoke about 
one’s face, which is a forerunner of the dfath of a perfon fo feen ; and fhe did adually 
forctel the death of feveral that lived there : fhe was living in that town this lad winter. 

The corpfes>candtes, or dead-men’s lights in Wales, which are certain prognodics 
of death, are well known and atteded. 

The fecond fight is likewife feen in the Ifle of Man, as appears by this indance : 
Capt. Leaths, the chief magidrate of Belfad, in his voyage 1690, lod thirteen men by a 
violent dorm, and, upon his laj^ding in the Ifle of Man, an ancient man, clerk to a parilh 
there, told him. immediately that he had lod thirteen men ; the Captain inquiring how he. 
came to the knowledge of t^t, he anfwered, that it was by thirteen lights which he had 
icon come into the church-yard ; as Mr. Sacheverel tells us, in his late Defeription of 
the Ifle of Man. 

It were ridiculous to fuppoie a combination between the people of the Wedern Ifles of 
Scotland, Holland, Wales, and the Ifle of Man, fince they are feparated by long Teas, 
and are people of diflVrent languages, governments^ and intereds : they have no 
correfpondence between them, and it is probable, that thofe inhabiting the North -wed 
ifles have never yet heard that any fuch vifiona are feen in Holland, Wales, or the Ifle 
of Man. 

Four men of the village Flodgery in Skie being at fupper, one of them did fuddenly 
let fall his knife on the table, and looked with an aagry countenance $ the company 
obferving it, inquired his reafon, but he returned them noanfwer until they had fupped» 
and then he told them that when ha let fall his knife, he faw a a corpfe with the' fhroud 
about it laid on the table, which furprifed him, and that a little time would accom* 
plifh the vifion. It fell out accordingly, for in a few days after one of the family 
died, and happened to be laid on that very table. This was tdkl me. by the mader of 
the family. 

Daniel Stewart, an inhabitant of Hole in the north parifh of St. Mary’s m the Ifle of 
Skie, faw at noon-day five* men on horfeback riding northward ; he ran to meet them, 
and when he came to the road, he could fee none of them, wh[ch was very furprifing 
to him, and he told it his neighbours : the very next day he faw the fame number of 
men and horfe copiing along the road, but was not fo ready to meet them as before, 
until be heard them fpeak, and thea he found them to be thofe that he had feeh the day 
before in a vifion ; this was the < only vifion of the kind he had ever feen in his life. 
The company he faw was Sir Donald Mac-Donald and his retinue, who’ at the. time of 
the vifion was at Armidal, near forty piles fouth. of the place where the mm lived. , 

*■ »o A-womaa 
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, . A woman of 5tornbay in Lewis had a maid who faw vifions, and often fell into a 
fwoon ; her miftrefs was very much concerned about her, but could not find out any 
means to prevent her feeing thofe things : at laft flie refolved to pour fome of the water 
ufed in baptifm on her maid’s face, believing this would prevent her feeing any more 
fights of this kindt And accordingly (he carried her maid with her next Lord’s Day, 
and both of them fat near the bafm in which the water flood, and after baptifm, before 
the minifler had concluded the lafl prayer, ihe put her hand in the bafin, took up as 
much water as fl>e could, and threw it on the maid’s face ; at which flrangeadion the 
minifler and the congregation were equally furprized. After prayer, the minifler in- 
quired of the woman the meaning of fuch as an unbecoming and diflra£fed affion ; (he 
told him, it was to prevent her maid’s feeing vifions : and it fell out accordingly, for 
f rom that time (he never once more faw a viiion of any kind. This account was given 
me by Mr. Morifon minifler of the place, before feveral of his parifliioners who knew 
the truth of it. I fubmit the matter of faff to the cenfure of the learned ; but for ray 
own part, I think it to have been one of Satan’s^ devices to make credulous people have 
an efteem for holy water. 

John Morrifon of Bragir in Lewis, a perfon of unqueflionable fincerity and reputa- 
tion told me, that within a mile of his houfe a girl of twelve years old was troubled at the 
frequent fight of a vifion, refembling herfelf in flature, complexion, drefs, &c. and 
feemed to (land or fit, and to be always employed as the girl was ; this proved a great 
trouble to her : her parents being much concerned about it, confultcd the faid John 
Morrifon, who inquired if the girl was inftrufted in the principles of her religion, and 
finding (he was not, he bid them teach her the Creed, Ten Commandments, and the 
I.ord*s Prayer, and that (he fhould fay the latter daily after her prayers, Mr. Morifon . 
and. his family joined in prayer in the girl’s behalf, begging that God of his goodnefs 
would be pleafed to deliver her from the trouble of fuch a vifion : after which, and the 
girl’s complying with the advice as above, fhe never faw it any more. 

A man living three miles to the north of the faid John Morrifort, is much haunted by 
a fpirit, appearing in all points like to himfelf ; and he aiks many impertinent queflions 
of the man when in thS fields, but fpeaks not a word to him at home, though he feldom 
milTes to appear to him every night in the houfe, but to no other perfon. He told this 
to one of his neighbours, who advifed him to cafl a live coal at the face of the vifion the 
next time he appeared : the man did fo next night, and all the family faw the action ; 
but the following day the fame fpirit appeared to him in the fields, and beat him feverely, 
fo as to oblige him to keep his bed for the fpace of fourteen days after. Mr. Morifon 
minifler of the parifli, and Several of his friends came to fee the man, and joined in prayer 
that he might be freed from this trouble, but he was ftill haunted by that fpirit a year 
after I left Lewis. 

A man in Knockow, in the parilh of St. Mary’s, the northemmofl in Skie, bang in 
perfeA health, and fitting with his fellow-fervants at night, was on a fudden ti^^ ill* 
dropt from his feat backward, and then fell a vomiting ; at which all the* family w'ere 
much concerned, he bavii\g never bfeen fubjed: to the like before : but he came to him- 
felf foon after, and had no fort of pain about him. One of the family, who was accuf- 
tomed to fee the fecond fight, told them that the man’s illnefs proceeded from a. very 
flrange cauf^ yvhich was thus : an ill-natured woman (naming her by her name) who 
lives ip the next adjacent village of Bomfkittag, came before him in a very furious and 
xng;ry manner, hef countenance full of {^on, and her mouth full of reproaches, and 
threatened- hiin ' ^.i^ .her heauiaud hand^ until he fell over as yqp have feen fiim. 
This woman h^ a fnxkc/f, fl>r the in«B,iDkU was like to meet with a difallpolntm'ent as to'* 
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his marrying her. Ttiia infhmce was told me bjr the mafter of the family, and others 
who were prefentwhen it happened. 

One that lived in St. Mary’s on the weft fide of the ifle 6f Skie, toid Mr. Mack^Pher- 
fon the minifter, and others, that he faw a vifton of a corpfe coming towards the church, 
not by the common road, but by a more rugged way, which rendered* the thing incredi- 
ble, and occafioned his neighbour to call him a fool ; but he bid them have patience, 
and they would fee the truth of what he aiTerted in« Ihort time : and it fell Out accord- 
ingly ; for one of the neighbourhood died, and his corpfe was carried along the dime un- 
accuftomed way, the common road being at that time filled with a deep fnow. This 
account was given me by the minifter, and others living there. 

Mr. Mack-Pherfon’s fervant foretold that a kiln fhould take fire, and being fomedme 
after reproved by his mafter for talking fo fooliihly of the fecond fight, he anfwered that 
he could not help his feeing fuch .things as prefented themfelves to bis view in a very 
lively manner ; adding further, I have juft now feen that boy fitting by the fire with his 
face red, as if the blood had been -runnipg down his forehead, and 1 could not avtnd 
feeing this : and as for the accompiifhniMsnt of it within forty-eight hours, there is no 
doubt, fays he, it having appeared in the day-time. The minifter became very angry at 
his man, and charged him never to fpeak one word more of the fecond fight, or if he 
could not hold Ms tongue, to provide himfelf anotiier mafter t telling him he was an un- 
happy fellow, who ftudied to abufe credulous people with falfe prCdidions. There was 
no more laid on this fubje£t until the next day, that the boy of whom the feer (poke, 
came in, having his fiice all covered with blc^ t which happened by his falling on r 
heap of ftones. .This account was given me by the miiufter and others of his family. 

. Daniel Dow, aHat Black, an inhidtitant of Borafltittag, was frequently troubled at the 
fight of a man threatening to, give him a blow : he knew no man refemUing this vifion ; 
but the ftature, compleimn and habit were fo imprefled on his mind, that he faid he 
could diftinguilh him from any otjier, if he fliould happen to fee him. About a year 
after the vifion suqieared firft to him, his mafter fent him .to Kyle-Raes, above thirty miles 
further fouth-eaft, where he was no fooner arrived, than he diftinguiilhed the man who 
had fo often appewed to him at home } and within a few hours uter, they happened to 
quarrel, and came to blows, fo as one of them (I foigot which) was wounded in the 
head. This was told me by the feer^s mafter, and others who Kve in the place. The 
man himfelf has his refidence there, and is one of the precifeft feers in the ifles. 

Sir Normand Mack-Leod, and fome others playing at tables, at a game called in Irilh 
Faltnar-mortf wherein there are three of a fide, and each of them throw the dice by 
turns } there happened to be one dif&colt point in the difpofing'of one of the table-men : 
this obliged the ^mefler to deliberate before h6 was to change bis man, fince upon the 
difpofing of it, the winning or lofing of the game dq>ended. At laft the butler, who 
flood behind, advifed the pbyer where to place his man ; with which he complied^ and 
wen the game. Thu being thought extraordinary, and Sir Nprmand hearing one whif- 
per fatiti m the ear, afkedt ^o advifed Inmfoikilfully f He anfwered,St wasthe butler} 
4Mit this feem^ more ftruge,' for he could not pla^ at tables* Upon this,. Sir Nor- 
mand aiked him how fong it was fince he had learnt^to play i and the fellow owned that 
he never playe^ in his life, but that faw the fjnrit Biwny retehing'htt am over the 
player’s head, Aid touched t^e part with his &iger, on the pewit where ttie table-m^ 
was to be placed. This was cold me by Shr NonnaiM and others wlg> happened to be 
prefentat thetime. ' * '■ ^ j/ 

Daliiel Dow above-named, foretold the death of Ayou^woman In Minl|rikH^ wttitin 
• left than twenty-fohr hours before the' time } afid aeeorilingly fte'cfiedfiiAfenfy id me 
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fields* though at the time of the predi^on fhe was in perfed health ; but the Ihroud ap* 
pearing dole about her head* was the ground of his confidence* that her death was at 
hand. 

Ibe fame Daniel Dow foretold |he dAth of a child in his mafierV arms* by feeing a 
fparkof fire fall on his left arm } and this was likewife accomplilhed foon after the pre* 
didion. 

Some of the inhabitants of Harries fsuling round the ifle of Skie, with a defign to go to 
the oppofite main land* were flrangely fut^zed with an apparition of two men hanging 
down by the ropes that fecured the mad* but could not conjedure what it meant. They 
purfued the voyage* but the wind turned contrary* and fo forced them into firoadford 
in the ilie of Skie* where they found Sir Donald Mack*Donald keeping a Sheriffs Court* 
and two criminals recming fentence of death there : the ropes and mad of that very 
boat were made ufe of to hang thofe criminals. This was told me by feveral* who had 
this indance from the boat^s crew. 

Several peiifons living in a certain family* to^i me that they had frequently feen two 
men danding at a young gentlewoman's left hand* who was their niader's daughter : 
they told the men's names ; and being her equals* it was not doubted* but fhe would be 
married to one of them \ smd perhaps to the other* after the death of the fird. Some- 
time after a third man appeared* and he feemed always to dand neared to her of the 
three* but the feers did not know him, though they could defcribe him exafily. And 
within feme months after* this man* who was feen lad* did a£lually come to the 
houfe, and fulfilled the defeription given of him by thofe who never faw him but in a 
vifion } and he married the woman fhortly after. They live in the ifle of Skie ; both 
they and others Confirmed the troth of this indance when I faw them. 

Mack'Leod's porter paifing by a galley that lay in the dqpk* law her filled with men* 
having a corpfe* and near to it he law feveral of Mack^Leod's relations : this did in a man- 
ner perfuade him that bis mader was to die foon after, and that he was to be the<orpfe 
which was to be tranfported in the galley. Some months after the wifion was feen* Mack- 
Leod* with feveral of his relations and others* went to the ifle of Mull ** where fome 
days after* Maclean of Torlofk happened to die* and his corpfe was tranfported in the 
galley to his buriaUplacc, and Mack>Leod's relations were on board to attend the funeral* 
white Mack>Leod ftaid afhore* and went along with the corpfe after their landing. 

Mr. Dougal Mack-Pherfon* minider of St. Mary's on the wed fide of Skie* having 
hSs fervantsr in the kiln* drying of corn* the kiln happened to take fire* but was foon ex- 
(tnguifhed. i And within a few months after* one of the minider's fervams told him 
that the kiln Would be oif fire again fhortly ; at which he grew \ety angry with his man* 
threatening m bean ham if he fhould prCfume to prophefy mifehief^ by that lying way of 
the fecond fi.iht. Notwithdanding this, the man aflerted pofitively* and with gijeat af- 
furance* that 'the lain would certainly take fire* let them ufe all the precautiotM they 
could. Upon ,this* Mr. Mack-Pherfon had the coriofity to inqiure of his man* if he could 
guefii within tlihat fpace of time the kiln would take fire f & told him before Hallow- 
tide. Upon which* Mr.,Mack«Pfierron called for the key of the kiln* and told his man 
that he wouldL take care of the kiln^until the limited day was ex{nred* for none fhall en- 
ter it fooner: i and by this means l*fhall make the, devil* if he is*the author of fuch lies* 
and yon bothi 9iai». For this end he kept the key of the ,kiln in his prete* until the time 
was over* anc^^ then deH?ered the key to the fervants* cancluding his man to*be a fool 
and a cheat, i TVen the fervants went to dry corn in the kiln*' and were chargsd'tn 
have a fpedaliLdare of the fire ; yet in a little time after the kiln took fire* and it Was all 
in • flame* ac 'cordisg t6 ^ predidioni^ though the man miftook thd time. He told his * 
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matter, that within a few ‘moments after the fire of the kiln had been firft extlngui^ed* 
he faw it all in a flame again } and this appearing to him in the day time, it woutld 
come to pafs the fooner. 

John Mack-Norraand, and Daniel Mack-Ewin, travelling along the road, two miles to 
the north of Snifort church, faw a body of men coming from the north, as if they had a 
corpfe with them to be buried in Snifort ; this determined them to advance towards the 
river, which w'as then a little before them, and having waited at the ford, thinking to 
meet thofe that they expefted with the funeral, were altogether difappointed ; for after 
taking a view of the ground all round therh, they difeovered that it was only a vifion. 
I'his was very fuiprizing to them both, for they never faw any thing by way of the fecond 
fight before or after that time. 'I'his they told their neighbours when they came home, 
and it happened that about two or three weeks after a corpfe came along that road from 
another parifh, from which few or none are brought to Snifort, except perfons of dif- 
tinftion ; fo that this vifion was cxaftly accompliflied. 

A goitlcraan who is a native of Skic, did, when a boy, difoblige a feCr in the.ifle of 
Rafay, and upbraid him for his uglinefS, as being black by name and nature. At latt 
the feer told him very angrily, my child, if I am black, you’ll be red e'er long. 'I'he 
matter of the family chid him for this, and bid him give over his foolifli predidions, 
lince no body believed them ; but next morning the boy being at play near the houfes, 
fell on a ttone, and wounded himfelf in the forehead, fo deep, that to this day there is a 
hollow fear in that part of it. 

James Beaton, furgeon in the ifle of North.Vift, told me, that bang in the ifle of 
Mull, a feer told him confidently, that he was (hortly to have a bloody forehead ; but 
he difregarded it, and called the feer a fool. However this James being called by fonie 
of the Macleans to go along with them to attack a veflel belonging to the Earl of Argyle, 
who was then coming to poflefs Mull by force ; they attacked the veflel, and one of 
the Macleans being wounded, the f^id James, while drefling the wound, happened to rub 
his forehead, and the^ fome of his patient's blood ttuck to his face, which accomplilhed 
the vifion. 

My Lord Vifeount Tarbat, one of Her Majefly's Secretaries of State in Scotland, 
travelling in the {hire of Rofs, iu the north of Scotland, came into a houfe, and fat. 
downhill an armed chair : one of his retinue, who had the faculty of feeing t^e fecond 
fight, fpoke to fome of my lord's company, defiring them to perfuade him If leave the 
houfe ; for, faid he, there is a great misfortune will attend fomebody in i'j and that 
within a few hours, 'fhis was told my lord, but he did not regard it : tie feer did 
foon after renew his intreaty, witA much eagernefs, begging that my lord nyght remove v 
out of that unhappy chair, but had no other anfwer than to be expofed lor a fool. 
Some hours after my lord removed, and purfued his journey ; but was no gone many 
hours when a trooper riding upon the ice, near the houfe whence my lord Removed, fell 
and broke his thigh, and be^ng afterwards brought into that houfe, was lai{[jin the armed 
( Lair, wlfere his wound was drefled, which accomplilhed the vifion. I feard this in- 
fiance from fdveral hands, and had itfince confirmetkby my lord himfelf.) 

A man in the parilh of St. Mary's in the barony of Troterhefs in ^ie, called Lach- ; 
lin, lay fick for the fpsfee of fome months, decaying \laily, infomuch that a! his relations 
and acquaintance defpaired of his recovery. One of the parifliionei^ ca^ Archibald 
Mack-Donald, being refuted famous for his Ikill in foreteflin^hings to comply the fecond 
fight, afleiited pofitively that tlie fick man wooM nevtf die in the hodfe inhere he then 
by.' This being thought very improbsdile, idl the n^hbours condemne^rchlbald as. 
,a foplilh prophet : upon which, he paflionately aUtmM, that if ever th^t teje ndm dies.. 
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in th6 hovtfe where he now lies, I fliall from henceforth renounce my part of heaven ; 
adding withal, the fick man was to be carried alive out of the houfe in which h .' tlicu 
lay,' but riiat he would never return to it alive ; and then he named the pcrfons that 
ihould carry out the fick man alive. The man having lived foma weeks longer than his 
friends imagined, and proving uncafy and troublefome to all the family ; they conlidcr- 
ed that Archibald had reafon for his peremptory alBertion, and therefore they rerdved 
to carry Him to a houfe joining to that in which he then lay ; but the poor man would 
by no means give his confent to be moved from a place where he believed he lliould 
never die; fo much' did he rely on the words of Archibald, of whofe Hull he had feen 
many demon ft rations. But at laft his friends being fatigued day and night with the 
fick man’s uneafinefs, they carried him againft. his inclination to another little houfe, 
which was only feparated by an entry from that in which he lay, and their feet were- 
fcarce within the thrcfiiold, when the fick man gave up the ghoft ; and it was remark- 
able that the two neighbours, which Archibald named would carry him out, wore ac- 
tually the perfons that did fo. At the time of the" predidlion, Archibald faw him carried 
out as above, and when he was within the door of the other hour,*, he faw him all 
white, and the fliroud being about him, ocrafioried his confidence as above mentioned. 
This is matter of faft, which Mr, Daniel Nicholfon minifter of the parifli, and a confid- 
crable number of the parilhioners, are able to vouch for, and ready to attefi, if occafion 
requires. 

The fame Archibald Mack- Donald happened to be in the village Knockow one 
night, and before fupper told the family, that he had juft then feen the ftrangeft thing 
he ever fiiw in his life ; to wit, a man with an ugly long cap, always lhaking his head : 
but that the ftrangeft of all, was a little kind of a harp which he had, with four 
firings only, and that it had two hart’s horns fixed in the front of it. All that heard 
this odd vifion, fell a laughing at Archibald, telling him that he was dreaming, or had 
not his wits about him ; fince he pretended to fee a thing that had no being, and was 
not fo much as heard of in any part of the world. All this could not alter Archibald’s 
opinion, who told them that they muft excule him, if he laughed at them after the ac- 
complilhment of the vifion. Archibald returned to his own houfe, and within three or 
four days after, a man with the cap, harp, &c. came to the houfe, and the harp, firings, 
horns, and cap anfwered the defeription of them at firft view : he fhook his head when 
he played, for he had two bells fixed to his cap. This harper was a poor man, and 
made himfelf a buffoon for his bread, and was never before feen in thofc parts ; for at 
the time of the predi£tion, he was in the ifle of Barray, which is above twenty leagues 
diftantfrom that part of Skie. Thisftoryis vouched by Mr. Daniel Martin, and all his 
family, and fuch as were then prefent, and live in the village where this happened. ' 

Mr. Daniel Nicholfon minifter of St. Mary’s in Skie, the pariih in which Archibald 
Mack-Donald lived, told me, that one Sunday after, fennon at the chapel Uge, hf took 
occafion to inquire of Archibald, if he ftill retained that unhappy faculty of feeing the 
fecond fight, and he wiflied him to ley it afide, if pofilble ; for, laid he, it ’is no true 
charafler of a good man. ‘Archibald was highly difpleafed, dhd anfwered, that he 
hoped he was no more unhappy than his neighbours, for feeing what 'they co^uld not per- 
ceive ; adding,.! had, fays he, as ferious thoughts as my neighbours, in time of hearings 
a fermon to day, and even then I faw a corpfe laid on the ground clofe to the pulpit,, 
and I aflure you it twill be accomplilhed ihprtly, for it was in the day-time» Mr» 
Nicholfon and fev^ral parUhioners then prefent, endeavoured to diffuade 4fjekib9ild 
from this difeourfe ; but he ftill afiertcd^fiat it would quickly ecme ib pitfs>. and that 
all his other prediftions of this kind had ever been accomplilhed. There was none in 
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the parifli then Tick, and few are buried at that little chapel, nay fometimes not one in a 
year is buried there } yet when Mr. Nicholfon returned to preach ii^ the faid chapel, 
two or three weeks after, he found one huriod in the very fpot named by Ardubald. 
This ftory is vouched by Mr. Nicholfon, and fevcral of the pariihioners ftill living. 

Mr. Daniel Nicholfon above-mentioned, being a widower at the age of fbrty«four,. 
this Archibald faw in a vilion a young gentlewoman in a good drefs frequently (landing 
at Mr. Nicholfon’s right hand, and this he often told the parifliioncrs pofitively ; and 
gave an account of her complexion, (lature, habit, and that (he would in time be Mr. 
Ntchoiron*8 wife : this being told the minidcr by feverat of them, he defired them to 
have no regard to what that fooH(h dreamer had faid ; for, faid he, it is twenty to 
one if ever I marry again. Archibald happened to fee Mr. Nicholfon foon after this 
flighting^ expredion, however he perfifted ftill in his opinion, and (aid confidently that 
Mr. Nicholfon would certainly marry, and that the woman would in all points make 
up the charader he gave of her, for He faw her as often as he faw Mr. Nicholfon. This 
(lory was told me above a year before<the accompli(hment of it ; and Mr. Nichtmn, 
Tome two or three years after Archibald's predi£lion, went to the fynod in Boot, where 
he bad theftrft opfiortunity of fsdng one Mrs. Morifon, and from that moment fancied 
her, and afterwards married her. She was no fooner fecn in the ids of Skie, than the na« 
lives, who had never feen her before, were fatisfied that (he did completely anfwer the 
character given of her, &c. by Archibald. 

One who had been accuftomed to fee the fecond-ftght in the ide of Egr^, which lies 
about three or four leagues to the fouth*we(t part of the ifle of Skie, told jiis neighbours 
that he had fret^uently Teen an apparition of a man in a red coat lined with blue, and 
having on his head a ftrange fort of blue cap, with a very high cock on the fore part 
of it, and that the tnan ^ho there appeared was killing a comely maid in the village 
where the feer dwelt ; and therefore declared that a man in fuch a dr^fs would certainty 
debauch or marry fuch a young woman. This unufual vifion did much expofe the feer, 
for ail the inhabitaptsftreated him as a fool, though he had on feveral other occafions fore- 
told things that afterwards were accomplilhed ; this they thought one of the mod un- 
likely things to be accomplilhed that could have enters into any man's head. This 
(lory was theovdifeourfed of in the ifle of Skie, and all that heard it laughed at it ; it 
being a rarity to fee anyforeigner in Egg, and the young woman had no thoughts of 
going any where elfe. This (lory was told me at Edinburgh by Normand Mack-Leod of 
Graban, in Sqitember 16II8, he being juft then come from the ifle of Skie; and 
there were prefent the Laird of Mack-Leod, and Mr. Alexander Mack-Lcod advocate, 
and others. 

aHouI a year and a half after’the late Revolution, Major Fergufon, now colonel of 
one of Her Majefty's regiments of fodt, was then fent by the government with (ix hun- 
dred men, and fome frigates, to reduce the iflanders that had appeared for K. J. apd 
parhapm^ finall ifle of Egg had neyer been regarded, though fome of the inhabimnts 
had been at, the battle of KUlicranky, but by a mere accident, which determined Major 
Fergufdn to ^o to the ifle of Egg, which was this : a boat's crew of the ifle of Egg hap- 
pened to be b the iflpo^ Skie, and killed one of A^ajor Kergufon’s foldiers there t upon 
notice of which the Major dii^ed,hi8 courfe to the ifle of Egg, where he was fufficiently 
revenged of the natives; an(l at the fame time, the maid al^ve mention^ bemg very 
handtome, was then forcibly^ carried on board one of the velfels, by (ome of thoioldiers, 
where flic was kept above twenty-four hours, and ravilhed, and brutifhly robbed at the 
fame time of her fine bead of hair : (he is fince married in the ifle, anlll m good reputa- 
4i(Mi ) her mtsfortime bring patied, and not reckoned her cri ne. 

Sir 
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Sir Normand Mack*Leod, who has his refidcnce in the ifle of Bernera, which lies be- 
tween the ifle of North. Vift and Harries, went to the Ifle of Skie about bufinefs, without 
appointing any time for his return ; his ffervants in his abfence, being all together in the 
large hall at night, one of them who had been accuftomed to fee the fecond-fight, told 
the reft they muft remove, for they would have abundance of other company in the 
hall that night. One of his fellow.fervants anfwered, that there was very little appear- 
ance of that, and if he had feen any viflon of company, it was not like to be accom- 
pliihed this night : but the feer indited upon it, that it was. They continued to argue 
the improbability of it, becaufe of the darknefa of the night, and the danger of coming 
through the rocks that lie round the ifle : but within an hour after, one of Sir Nor- 
mand's men came to the houfe, bidding them provide lights, &c. for his mailer had 
newly landed ; and thus the prediction was immediately accomplilhed. 

Sir Normand hearing of it, called for the feer, and examined him about it ; he an- 
f\^ed, that he had feen the fpirit called Browny, in human (hape, come feveral times, 
aiOT make a ihew of carrying an old woman that fkt by the dre to the door ; and at lall 
feemed to carry her out by neck and heels, which made him laugh heartily, and gave 
occadon to the reft to conclude he was mad, to laugh fo without reafon. This inilance 
was told me by Sir Normand himfelf. 

Four men from the ifle of Skie and Harries having gone to Barbadoes, (laid there 
for fourteen years; and though they were wont to fee the fecond dght in their native 
country, they never faw it in Barbadoes : but, upon, their return to England, the drft 
night after their landing they faw the fecond-dght, as it was told me by feveral of their 
acquaintance. 

John Morrifon, who lives in Bernera of Hanies, wears the plant called Fuga Damo- 
nuniy fewed in the neck of his coat, to prevent his feeing of vidons, and fays he never 
faw aiuhirmce he drft carried that plant about him. He differed me to feel the plant 
in the ^k of his coat, but would by no means let me open the feam, though 1 offered 
him a reward to let me do it. ’ 

A fpirit, by the country peole called Browny, wiw frequently feen in all the molt 
condderable families in the ifles and north of Scotland, in the (hape of a tall man ; but 
within thefe twenty or thirty years pad he is feen but rarely. 

There were fpirits alfo that appeared in the (hape of women, horfes, fwine, cats, and 
fome like dery balls, which would follow men in the fields; but there has been but few 
inftanccs of thefe for forty years pad. 

Thefe fpirits ufed alfojto form founds in the air refembling thofe of a harp, pipe, 
crowing of a cock, and of the grinding of, querns ; and fometimes they have heard voices 
in the air by night dnging Iriln fongs : the words of which fongs fome of my acquain- 
tance (till retain. One of them refcmbled the voice of a woman who had died fome time 
before, and the fong related to her (late 'In the other world. Thefe accounts 1 had from 
perfons of as great integrity as any are in the world. * 

A brirf Account of the Advantages the Iftes afford by Sea and and particularly for 

a Fijhing Trade^ , 

THE North-weft Ides are of all other mod capable df mprovement by (ea and latfd ; 
yet, by reafon of their diftance from trading towns, and becaufe of their language, which 
is Iri(h, the inhabitants have never had any opportunity to trade at home or abroad,.or to 
acquire mechanical arts, and other fcietuces : fo that they are (till leftXo ad by the force_ 
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of fheir natural genius, and what they could learn by obfervation. Tliey have not yet 
arrived to a competent knowledge in agriculture, for which caufe many trafts of rich 
ground lie neglefted, or at lead but meanly improved, in proportion to what they might 
be. '1 his is the more to bo regretted, bccaufe the people are as capable to acquire arts or 
fciences as any other in Europe. If two or more perfons (killed in agriculture were font, 
from the Low lands to each pariHi in the ides, thoy would foon enable the natives to farniih 
therafelvos with fuch plenty of corn as would maintain all their poor and idle people ; 
many of which for want or fubdltence at home, are forced to feek their livelihood in 
foreign countries, to the great lofs, as well as diflionour of the nation. This would 
enable them alfo to furnilh the oppofite barren parts of the continent with bread j and 
fo much the more, that in plentiful years they afibrd them good quantities of corn in 
this infant date of their agriculture. They have many large parcels of ground never 
yet manured, which, if cultivated, would maintain dcuble the number of the prefent in- 
habitants, and incrcafe and preferve their cattle ; many of which, for want of hay or 
draw die in the winter and fpring : fo that 1 have known particular perfons lofe ab6ve 
one hundred covs at a time, merely by want of fodder. 

This is fo much the more inexcufable, becaufe the ground in the Weftern Ifles is 
naturally richer in many refpeds than in many other parts of the continent ; as appears 
from feveral indances, particularly in Skie, and the oppofite Wedern Ifles, in which 
there arc many valleys, &c. capable of good improvement, and of which divers experi- 
ments have been already made ; and befides, mod of thofe places have the convenience 
of frelh- water lakes and rivers, as w'cll as of the fea, near at hand, to furnilh the inhabi- 
tants with d(h of many forts, and alga marina for manuring the ground. 

In many places the foil is proper for wheat ; and that their grafs is good, is evident 
from the great produ^ of« their cattle : fo that if the natives were taught and encou- 
raged to take pains to improve their corn and hay, to plant, inclofe, and manure their 
ground, drain lakes, fow w'heat and peak, and plant orchards and kiichcn-gardcns, 
&c. they might have Is great plenty of all things for tho fudenance of mankind, as any 
other people in Europe. 

I have known a hundred families, of four or dve perfons a-piece at lead, maintained, 
there upon little farms, for which they paid not above five (hillings derling, one (heep,, 
and (bme pecks of com per ann. each ^ which is enough to (hew, that by a better 
improvement, that country would nuintain many more inhabitants than now live in- 
the ifles. 

If any man be difpofed to live ^ folitary retired life, and to withdraw from the noife 
of the world, he may have a place of retreat there in a (mall ifland, or in the comer of a. 
large one, where he may enjoy himfeif, and live at a very cheiq> rate. 

If any femMy, reduced to low. circum'dances, had a mind to retire to any of thefe ifles„ 
&ere is no part of the known world where they may have the produ£ls of fea and land 
cheaper, live more fecurdy, or among a more tradable and-mild peqple.. And that 
Ae country in general is healthful, appears from the good date of health enjoyed by the 
inhabitants. . . 

I (hall not offer to sffort that there are mines o( gold or diver in the Wedbrn Ifles, 
d-om any refemblance they may bear to other parts that afford mines, but the natives 
afEhnthat gold dud has boen* found at Griminis on the wedera coad of the ifle of 
Norib-Vid, and at Copveaul hi Harries in which, as well as inothef parts of the ifles,. 
the teeth of the (heep which feed there are dyed yellow. 
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Tlieire is a good lead mine, having a mixture of filver in it, on the weft end of the 
ifle of Ila, near Port Efcock ; and Buchanan and others fay, that the ifle Lifinorc affords 
load : and Slait and Strath, on the fouih-weft of Skic, are in (lone, ground, grafs, &c. 
exa£lly the fame with that part of Ila, where there is a lead mine. And if fearch were 
made in the ifles and hills of the oppofite main, it is not improbable that fome good mines 
might be difeovered in fome of them. 

I was told by a gentleman of Lochaber, that an Engllfiiraan had found fome gold-dull 
in a mountain near the river Lochy,,but could never find out the place again after his 
return from England. That there have been gold mines in Scotland is clear, from the 
manuferipts mentioned by Dr. Nicholfon, now Bifliop of Carlille, in his late Scots 
Hift. Library. 

The fituation of thefe ifles for promoting trade in general appears advantageous 
enough : but more particularly for a trade with Denmark, Sweden, Hamburgh, Hol- 
land, Britain, and Ireland. France and Spain feem remote, yet they do not exceed a 
w#k’s failing, with a favourable wind. 

The general opinion of the advantage that might be reaped from the improvement 
of the fifh trade in thefe ifles, prevailed among confidcring people in former times to 
attempt it. 

The firft that I know of was by King Charles the Firft, in conjunction with a com- 
pany of merchants ; but it mifearried becaufe of the civil wars, which unhappily broke 
out at that time. 

The next attempt was by King Charles the Second, who alfo joined vrith fome mer- 
chants ; and this fucceeded well for a time. 1 am affured by fuch as faw the fifli 
catched by that company, that they were reputed the beft in Europe of their kind, and 
accordingly were fold for a greater price ; but this defign was ruined thus : the King 
having occafion for money, was advifed to withdraw that Which was employed in the 
fifliery ; at which the merchants being difpleafed, and difagreeing likewife among them- 
felves, they alfo withdrew their money : and the attempt has nev^er been renewed fince 
that time. 

The fettling a fifhery in thofe parts would prove of great advantage to the govern- 
ment, and be an efl'eCtual means to advance the revenue, by the cuftoms on export and 
import, Sic. 

It would be a nurfery of ftout and able fcamen in a very Ihort time, to ferve the go- 
vernment on all occafions. The inhabitants of the ifles and oppofite main land being 
very prolific already, the country would beyond all peradventure become very populous 
in a little time, if a fifliery were once fettled among them. The inhabitants are not con- 
temptible for their number at prefent„ nor are they to learn the ufe of the oar, for all 
of them are generally very dextrous at it : fo that thofe places need not to be- planted 
with a new colony, but only furniflied with proper materials, and a few expert hands, 
to join with the natives to fet on foot and advance a fifliery. 

The people inhabiting the Weftem Ifles of Scotland, may be about forty thoufand, 
and many of them want employnFent ; this is a great encouragement both for fetting 
up other manufactories and the fifliing trade among them : befides a great number of 
people may be expeded from the bppofite continent of the Highlands, and north ; 
which, from*a late computation, by one who had an'eftimate of their nunfber, from fevc- 
ral minifters in the country, are reckoned to exceed tfie number of iflanders above lea 
to one : and it is foo well known, that many of them alfo want employment. The ob- 
jection, that they fpeak only Irilh, is nothing : many of them underftand JEngliib, Jn all 
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the confiderablc iflands, which are fufficient to direfi the reft in catching and curing fifh ; 
and in a little time the youth would learn Englilb. 

The commodioufnefs and fafety of the numerous bays and harbours in thofe illec, 
feem as if nature had defigned them for promoting trade : they are likewife fumiihed 
with plenty of good water and (tones for building. The oppoHte main land aftbrda 
wood of divers forts for that ufe. They have abundance of turf and peat for .fuel ; 
and of this latter there is fuch plenty in many partS) as might furnilh falt-pans with fire 
all the year round. The fea forces its paflage in leveral finall channels through the 
land ; fo as it renders ^he defign more eafy and pra&icable. 

The coaft of each iile affords many thoufand load of fea-ware, which, if preferved, 
might be fuccefsfuliy ufed for making gtafs, and likewife kelp for foap. 

The generality of the bays afford all Ibrts of fhelUfilh in great plenty ; as oyfters, 
clams, mufcles, lobfters, cockles, &c. which might be pickled, and exported in great 
quantities. There are great and froall whales of divers kinds to be had round the ifles, 
and on the fhore of the oppofite continent; and are frequently feen in narrow bays, 
where they may be eafily caught. The great number of rivers both in the illes and- 
oppofite main land, afford abundance of falmon, which, if rightly managed, might turn 
to a good account. 

The ifles afford likewife great quantities of black cattle, which might ferve the traders 
both for confumption and export. 

Strath in Skie abounds with good marble, which may be had at an eafy rate, and near 
the fea. ~ ^ 

There is good wool in mod of the ifles, and very cheap ; fome are at the charge 
of. carrying it on horfeback, about feventy or eighty miles, to the (hires of Murray and 
Aberdeen. 

There are feveral of the ifles that afford a great deal of very fine clay ; which, if iin< 
proved, might turn to a good account for making earthen-ware of all forts. 

The molt centrical and convenient places for keeping magazines of cafk, fait, &c. 
are thofe mentioned in the refpedive ifles ; as one at Loch-Maddy ifles, in the ifle of 
North- Vift ; a fecond in the ifle of Hermetra, on the coaft of the ifland Harries ; a 
third in ifland Glafs, on the coaft of Harries ; and a fourth in Stomvay, In the ifle of 
Lewis. 

But for fettling a magazine or colony for trade in general, and fifhing in particular, 
the ifle of Skie is abfolutely the mod; centrical, both with regard to the ifles and oppo- 
ftte main land ; and the moft prpper places in this ifle are ifland Ifa in Lochfallart, 
and Lochuge, both oa the weft fide of Skie ; Loch-Portrie, and Scowfar on the caft 
fide, and ifland Dierman on the fputh fide : thefe places abound with all forts of fifh 
that are caught in thofe feas ; and they are proper places for a confiderable number of 
men to dweU in, and convenient for fettling ma^zines in them. 

There are many bays and harbours that are convenient for building towns in feveral 
of the other ifles, if trade were fettled among them ; and cod and ling, as well as fifh 
of leffer fize, are to be had generally on the coaft oi^the leffer, as well as of the larger 
ifles. I am not ignorant that forrigners, failing through the Weftern Ifles have been 
tempted, from the figfit«f ib mapy wild hills, thaft feem to be covered all over with 
heath,* and faced with high ro^ksy'to imagine that tbe^ inhabitants, as ‘well as the 
places’ of thdir refidence, are barbarous ; and to this opmion their habit as well as their 
language, have contributed. The like is fnppofed by many that liVe in the fouth of 
Scotland, who ksow no more Uie Weftem Ifles wan the natives of Italy : but the 
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lion is not fo fierce as he is painted, neither are the people deferibed here fo barbarous 
as the world imagines : it is not the habit that makes the monk, nor doth the garb in 
faihion qualify him that wears it to be virtuous. The inhabitants have humanity, and 
ufe ftrangers hofpitably and charitably. I could bring feveral infiances of barbarity 
and theft committed by firanger featnen in the ifles, but there is not one infiance of 
any injury offered by the illanders ta any feamen or itrangers. 1 had a particular 
account of feamen, who not many years ago Hole cattle and ffieep in feveral of the 
ifles ; and when they were found on board their veflels, the inhabitants were fatisfied 
to take their value in money or goods, without any further refentment : though many 
feamen, whofe lives were preferved by the natives, have made them very ungrateful 
retunis. For the humanity and liofpicabtc temper of the iflanders to Tailors, I lhall only 
give two infiances : Capt. Jackfon of Whitehaven, about fixteen years ago, v/as obliged 
to leave his ihip, being leaky, in the bay within illand Glafs, alias Scalpa, in the ifle of 
Harries, with two men to take care of her though loaded with goods : the fhip was not 
within ihree miles of a houfe, and feparated from the dwelling-places by mountains ; 
yet when the Captain returned, about ten or twelve months after, he found his men 
and the veiTcl fafe. 

Capt. Lutch lofi the Dromedary of London, of fix hundred tons burthen, with all 
her rich cargo from the indies ; of which he might have faved a great, deal, had he em- 
braced the affiance which the natives offered him to unlade her: but the Captain’s 
ffiyuefs, and fear of being thought rude, hindered a gentleman on the place to employ 
about feventy hands which he had ready to unlade her, and fo the cargo was loff. The 
Captain and his men were kindly entertained there by Sir Normand Mack-Leod ; and 
though among other valuable goods, they had iix boxes of gold duff, there was not the 
lead thing taken from them % the inhabitants. There are fome pedlars from the 
(hire of Murray and other parts, who of late have fixed tHbir refidence in the ifle of 
Skie, and travel through the remotefi ifies without any molefiation ; though fome of 
thofe pedlars fpeak no Irilh. Several barks come yearly from Orkney to the Weftem 
Ifles, to fi(h for cod and ling : and many from Anftruther in the (hire of Fife, came 
formerly to Barray and other ifles to fifli, before the battle of Kilfyth ; where moft of 
them being cut off, that trade was afterwards neglected. 

The magazines and fifliing.boats, left by foreigners in the ifles above mentioned, were 
reckoned fecure enough, when one of the natives only was left in charge with them till 
the next feafon ; and fo they might be fiill. So that if a company of ftrangers from 
any part fhould fettle to filh or trade in thefe ifles, there is no place of greater fecurity 
in any part of Europe ; for the proprietors are always ready to aflift and fuppoit all 
ftrangers within their refpeflive jurifdidions. A few Dutch famili^ fettled in Storavay, 
in the ifle ef Lewis, after King Charles the Second’s relloration, but fome cunning mer- 
chants found means by the fecretaries to prevail with the King to fend' them away, 
though they brought the iflanders a great deal of money for the produ^ of their fea 
and land- fnwk and taught them fomething of the aix of fifliing. Had they ftaid, the 
iflanders muft certainly have made eonfidtrable progrefs in trade by this time ; for the 
fmall idea of fifliing they had from the Dutch has tiad fo much effe£f, as to make the 
people of the little village of Stornvdy to excel all thofe of the naghbouring ifles and 
continent in the fifliing trade ever fince that time. * ^ , 

For the better government of thofe ifles, in cafe of fettij^ up a fifliing trade there, it 
may perhaps be foAnd neceffary to erefk the ifles of Skie, Lewis, Harries, South ahd 
North* Vift, &c. into a flierivalty, and to build a royal borough in Skie as'the center, 
becaufe of the people’s great dillance in remote ifles, hrom the head borough of the 
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fliirc of Invernefs. This would feetn much more neceflary here than thofe of Boot 
Hud Arrau, that lie much nearer to Dunbarton, though they be necelTary enough in 
themftlvcs. 

It may likewife deferve the confidcration of the government, whether they Ihould 
not make the ifle of Skie a free port, becaufe of the great encouragement fuch immu- 
nities give to trade ; which always ilTues in the w'elfare of the public, and adds ftrength 
and reputation to the government. Since thefe Ifles are capable of the improvements 
above-mentioned, it is a great lofs to the nation. they fhould be thus neglefted. This 
is the general opinion of foreigners as well as of our own countrymen, who know them ; 
but I leave the further enquiry to fuch as fliall be difpofed to attempt a trade there, with 
the concurrence of the government. Scotland has men and money enough to let up 
a filhery ; fo that there feems to be nothing wanting towards it, but the encouragement 
of thofe in power, to excite the inclination and induftry of the people. 

If the Dutch in their publick edifls cull their filhery a golden mine,. and at the fame 
time affirm that it yields them more profit than the Indies do to Spain ; we have very 
great reafon to begin to work upon thofe rich mines, not only in the ifles, but on all our 
coaft in general. We have multitudes of hands to be employed at a very eafy rate ; 
we have a healthful climate, and our fifli, efpecially the herring, come to our coafl in 
April or May, and in the bay in prodigious fhoals in July or Augulf. 1 have fecn com- 
plaints from Loch-Eflbrt in Skie, that all the (hips there were loaded, and that the bar- 
rel of herring might be had there for four-pence, but there were no buyers. 

I have known the herring-fifliing to continue in fomc bays from September till the 
end of January ; and wherever they are, all other fiffi follow them, and whales and feals 
in particular t for the larger fifli of all kinds feed upon herring. 

% 

A brirf De/crip fton of the Ifles of Orkney and Shetland^ ^e. 

THE ifles of Orkney lie to the north of Scotland, having the main Caledonian Ocean, 
which contains the Hebrides on tlie weft, and the German Ocean on the eaft, and the 
fea towards the north feparates them from the ifles of Shetland. Piclland Firth on the 
fouth, which is twelve miles broad, reaches to Dungifbie-head, the moft northern point 
of the main land of Scotland. 

Authors differ as to the origin of the name ; the Englifli call it Orkney, from Erick, 
one of the firft Pi£ti(h Princes that poffeffed them : and it is obferved, that Pid or 
Pight in the Teutonick Ianguag 9 fignifies a fighter. The Irifli call them Arkive, from 
the firft planter ; and Latin authors call them Orcades. They lie in the northern tem- 
perate zone, and thirteenth climate ; the longitude is between twenty-two degrees, 
and eleven minutes, and latitude fifty-nine decrees, two minutes: the compafs varies 
here eight degrees } the longeft day is about eighteen hours. The air is temperately 
cold, and the night fo clear, that in the middle of June one may fee to read all night 
long ; and the days in winter are by confcquence very fhort.- Their winters here are 
commonly tnore fubje£f to rain than fnow, for th& fea-air diffolves the hitter. The 
winds are often very boKterous in this country. * 

The fea ebbs and fiows here as in other parts,* except in a few founds, and about 
foque -promontories ; which alter tHe courfc of the tides, and make them srery impetu- 
ous. * * 

The ifles of Orkney are reckoned twenty-fix in nuinber ; the leffer ifles, called Holms, 
are not inhabited, but fit for pafturage : moft of their names end in ajtst ey^ that in the 
T^tooick language; fignifies water, with which they are all furrounded. 
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The main land, called by the ancients Pomona, is about twenty.four long, and in the 
middle of it, on the fouth fide, lies the only town in Orkney, called Kirkwall, which is 
about three quarters of a mile in length ; the Danes called it Cracoviaca. There has 
been two fine edifices in it, one of them called the King’s Talace, which is fuppofed to 
have been built by one of the bifliops of Orkney, becaufe in the wall there is abiihop’s 
mi'roand arms engraven, and the bifliops anciently had their rcfidencc in it. 

The palace now called the Bifliop’s, was built by Patrick Stewart, Earl of Orkney, 
Anno 1606. 

There is a flatcly church in this town, having a-ficeplc erefted on four large pillars 
in the middle of it ; there are fourteen pillars on each fide the church ; it is c illi-d by 
the name of St. Magnus's Church, being founded, as the inhabitants fay, by Magnus 
King of Norway ; wiioin they believe to be interred there. The feat of Juflicc for thefe 
illes is kept litre; the fleward, flierifl, and conimiflkry, do each of them keep their rc- 
fpedive courts in tliis place. It hath a public fchool for teaching of grammar learning, 
endowed with a competent falary. « 

This town was erected into a royal borough when the Danes pofleiTed it, and their 
charter was afterwards confirmed to them by King James the Third, Anno i486. They 
have from that charter a power to hold Borough- Courts, to imprifon, to arreft, to 
make bye-laws, to chufe their own magillrates yearly, to have two weekly markets ; 
and they have alfo power of life and death, and offending commiflioners to Parliament, 
and all other privileges granted to royal boroughs. This charter was dated at Edin. 
burgh the laft day of March, i486, and it was fince ratified by King James the V. and 
King Charles the II. The town is governed by a provolt, four bailiffs, aud a common- 
council. 

On the weft end of the main is the King’s palace formerly iventioned, built by Robert 
Stewart Earl of Orkney, about the year 1 574. Several rooms in it have been curioufly 
painted with feripture ftories, as the flood of Noah, Chrift’s riding to Jerufalem, &c. 
and each figure has the feripture by it, that it refers to. Above the arms within there 
is this lofty infeription, Sie fuity eji, Sif erit. This ifland is fruitful in corn and grafs, 
and has feveral good harbours ; one of them at Kirkwall, a fccond at the bay of Ker- 
fton village, near the weft end of the ifle, well fccurcd againft wind and weather ; the 
third is at Deer-Sound, and reckoned a very good harbour ; the fourth is at Graham- 
Ihall, towards the call fide of the ifle, but in failing to and from the eaft fide, fcamen 
would do well ta fail betwixt Lanibholm and the main land, and not between Lamb- 
holm and Burray, which is (hallow. 

On the caft of the mainland lies the fmall ifle Copinflia, fruitful in corn and grafs ; 
it is diftinguirtied by fea-faring men for its' confpicuoufnel’s at a great diftance. To the 
north end of it lies the Holm, called the Horfe of Copinflia. Over againft Kerftoa 
Bay lie the ides of Hoy and 'Wae.«, which make but one ifle, about twelve miles in 
length, and mountainous. In this ifland is the hill of Hoy, which is reckoned the high- 
eft in Orkney. , ^ ^ • ' 

The ifle of South-RonaUliaw lies to the eaft of Waes, it is f^ve miles in length, and 
fruitful in com } Burray in the fouth, end is the ferry to Duncanlhay in Caithnels. A 
little fu! ther to the fouth lies Swin ifle, remarkable,onIy for a part of Pightland.Firth 
lying to the w*eft of it, called the Wells of Swinna : thcy»arg two whirl-pools in the'fe:!,. 
■which run about with fuch vinlcncc, that any veffcl or boat* coming within their reach, 
go always round until they fink. Thefe wells arc dangerous only when there is a de^d 
calm i for if a boal: be under fail with any wind, it is cafy to go over thgm. If any fioat 
, be forced into thefe wells by the violence* of the tide, the boat- men caft a barrel or an. * 
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oar into the wells ; and while it is fwallowing it up, the fea continues calm, and gives 
the b(>at an opportunity to pafs over. 

To the north of the main lies the ifle of Shapinfha, five miles in length, and has an 
harbour at Elwick on the fouth. Further to the north lie theifles of Stronfa, five miles 
in length, and F.da which is four miles ; Ronfa lies to the north-weft, and is fix miles 
long. The ifle Sandalies north, twelve miles in length, and is reckoned the rapft fruit- 
ful and beautiful of all the Orcades. 

The ifles of Orkney in general are fruitful in corn and cattle, and abound with ftore 
of rabbits. 

The flieep are very fruitful here, many of them have two, fome three, and others 
four lambs at a time j they often die with a difeafe called the ,Sheep-dead, which is oc- 
cafioned by little animals about half an inch long, that are engendered in their liver. 

The horfes are of a very fmall fize, but hardy, and expofed to the rigour of the fca- 
fon, during the winter and fpring : the grafs being then fcarce, they are fed with fea- 
ware. , 

The fields every where abound with variety of plants and roots, and the latter are ge- 
inerally very large; the common people ^refs their leather with the roots of Tormentil, 
nftead of bark. 

The main land is fumiflied with abundance of good marie, which is ufed fuccefsfully 
^y the hulbandman for manuring the ground. 

The inhabitants fay there are mines of filver, tin and lead in the main land, South- 
Ronalfliaw, Stronfa, Sanda, and Hoy. Some veins of marble are to be feeh at Buck- 
quoy, and Swinna. There are no trees in thefe ifl- s, except in gardens, and thofe bear 
• no fruit. Their common fuel is peat and turf, of which there is fuch plenty, as to fur- 
nifli a falt-pan with fuel. A fouth-eaft and north weft moon caufe high water here. 

The Finland fifliermen nave been frequently feen on the coaft of this ifle, particularly 
in the year 1682. The people on the coaft faw one of them in his little boat, and en- 
deavoured to take hkn, but could not come at him, he retired fo fpeedily. They fay 
the fifh retire from the coaft, when they fee thefe men come to it. 

One of the boats, fent from Orkney to Edinburgh, is to be feen in the Phyficians 
Hall, with the oar he makes ufe of, and the dart with whicli he kills his filh. 

There is no venomous creature in this country. The inhabitants fay there is a fnail 
th^e, which has a bright ftone growing in it. There is abundance of fliell fifli here, as 
oyfters, mufcles, crabs, cockles, &c. of this latter they make much fine lime. The 
rocks on the fliore afford plenty* of fea ware, as alga-marina^ &c. 

The fea abounds with variety of filh, but clpecially herHng, which are much ne- 
gleffed fince the battle of Kilfytb, at which time, the fiihermen from Fife were almoft 
^11 killed there. 

. There are many fmall whales round the coaft of this ifle ; and the amphibia here are 
otters and feals. 

The chief product of Orkney that is yearly exported from thence, is com, filh, hides, 
tallow, -butter, fkinsof feals, otter-fldns, lamb Ikins^ rabbit-fl^ins, fluffs, white fait, wool, 
pens, down, feathery hams, &c. 

Some ^rmiceti, and ambeigrgafe, as alfo the ot rapier are found on the fliore of 
Cgvefal of thofe ifles. , • 

This country affords plenty of fea and land fowl, as geefe, ducks, ^Solan geefe, fwans, 
^es, and eagles, which are fo ftrong as to carry away children. * There is alfo the 
<deck-goofe ; the^^lhells in which this fowl is faid to be produced, ard found in feveral 
aiies flicking to trees by the bill ; of this kind X have feen many : the fowl was covered 
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by a fticll, and the head Ituck to the tree by the bill, but I never faw any of them with 
life in them upon the tree ; but the natives told me, tliat they had obl'erved them to 
. move with the heat of the fun. 

The Pitts arc believed to have been the firft inhabitants of thefe ifles, and there are 
houfes of a round form in fcveral paits of the country, called by the name of Picls 
houfes ; and for the fame reafon, the Firth is called Pighthnd orPentland Firth. Our 
hiftorians call thefe ifles the ancient kingdom of the Pitts, Buchanan gives an account 
of one Belus King of Orkney, wiio being defeated by King Ewen the fecond of Scoi- 
latul, became defperate, and killed himfelf. The effigies of this Belus is engraven on a 
Hone in the church of Birfa on the main land. Boethius makes mention of another of 
their kings, called Bannus, and by others Gethus, who being vanquiflicd by Claudius 
Caefar, was by him afterwards, together with his wife and family, carried captive to 
Rome, and there led in triumph. Anno (UjriJii 4^ 

The Piets poflelfed Orkney until the reign of Kenneth the fecond of Scotland, who 
fubdued the country, and annexed it to his crown. From that time Orkney was peace- 
ably poflelT.'d by the Scots, until about the year 1099, that Donald Bane intending to 
fecure the kingdom to himfelf, promifed both thefe and the Weftem Ifles to Magnus 
King of Norway, upon condition, that he ihould fupport him with a competent force ; 
which he performed ; and by this means became mailer of thefe ifles, until the reign of 
Alexander the third, who by his valour expelled the Danes. The Kings of Denmark 
did afterwards reflga their title for a fuin of money, and this reflgnation was ratified 
under the great feal of Denmark, at the marriage of King James the flxth of Scotland, 
with Antic Princefs of Denmark. 

Orkney has been from time to time a title of honour to fevcral perfons of great qua> 
lity : Henry and William Sinclairs were called Princes of Orkney ; and Rothuel Hep- 
burn was made Duke of Orkney : Lord George Hamilton (brother to the prefent Duke 
of Hamilton) was by the late King William created Earl of Orkney. The Earl of 
Morton had a mortgage of Orkney and Zetland from Kin^ Charles the firft, which 
was fince reduced by a decree of the Lords of Seffion, obtained at the inftance of the 
King’s advocate againft the earl ; and this decree was afterward ratified by aft of par- 
liament, and the Earldom of Orkney, and Lordlhip of Zetland, have fince that time 
been erefted into a ftewartry. The reafon, on which the decree was founded, is faid to 
have been that the Earl’s deputy feized upon fome chefts of gold found in the rich Am- 
fterdam fhip, called the Carlmelan, that was loft in Zetland 1664. 

TheiW are fcveral gentlemen of eftates in Orkney bdt the Queen is the principal pro- 
prietor ; and one half of ‘the whole belongs to the crown, belides the late acceilion of 
the bifliop’s rents, which is about 9000 merks Scots per Annum. There is a yearly 
roup of Orkney rents, and he that offers higheft is preferred to be the King’s fteward 
for the time ; and as fuch, he is principal judge of the country. But this precarious 
k-afe is a public lofs to the inhabitants, efpecially the poorer fort, who complain that 
they would be allowed to pay money for their corn and meal in time offcarcity; but 
that the ftewards carried it off to other parts, andneglefted tlie intereftofthe countr)’. 
'I'he intereft of the crown fuffers liljewife by this means, for muoh of the crown lands 
lie wafte : whereas if there were a conilant fteward^ it might be much better managed, 
both for the crown and the inhabitants. • • * 

There is a tenure 6f land in Orkney, differing from ally other in the kingdom, yd 
this they call Uda^ Right, from Ulaus King of Norway, who after taking poffeffion pf 
thofe iflands, gatre a right to the inhabitants, on condition of paying ' the third to 
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himft'If ; and iliis right the inhabitants had fuccelfivcly, without any charter. All the 
lands of Orkney are Udal lands, King's lands, or feued lands. 

They differ in their meafurcs firgm other parts of Scotland, for they do not ufe 
the peck or firlet, but weigh their corns in Pifmores, or Pundlers } the leaft quantity 
they call a Merk, which is eighteen ounces, and twenty-four make a Leifpound, or 
Setten, which is the fame with the Danes that a (lone weight is with us. 


The ancient State of the Church of Orkney, 

THE churches of Orkney and Zetland ifles were formerly under the government of 
a bifhop ; the cathedral church was St. Magnus in Kirkwall. There are thirty-one 
churches, and about one hundred chapels in the country, and the whole make up about 
eighteen parifhes. 

This diocefe had feveral great dignities and privileges for a long time, but by the fuc- 
ceflion and change of many mailers they were lelTened. Dr. Robert Keid, their bifhop,. 
made an ere£lion of feven dignities, viz. i. A provofl, to whom, under the bifhop, the 
government of the canons, &c. did belong ; he had allotted to him the prebendary of 
Holy Trinity, and the vicarage of South Ronalfliaw. a. An arch-dcacon. 3. A pre- 
centor, who had the prebendary of Ophir, and vicarage of Stenuis. 4. A chancellor, 
who was to be learned in both laws j to him was given the prebendary of St. Mary in 
Sanda, and the vicarage of Sanda. 5. A treafurer, who was to keep the treafure of 
the church, and facred veflments, &c. he was rcdlor of St. Nicholas in Stronfa. 6. A 
fub-dean, who was parfon of Hoy, &c. 7. A fiib-chanter, who was bound to play on 

the organs each Lord’s Day, and feflivals ; he w'as prebendary of St. Colme. He 
ereAed feven other canonri^s and prebends ; to which dignities he afligned, bcTidcs 
thdr churches, the rents of the parfonages of St. Colme in Wacs, and Holy-Crofs in 
Wellra, as alfo the vicarages of the parifh churches of Sand, Wick, and Stromnefs. 
He crewed, befides thefe, thirteen chaplains ; every one of which was to have twenty- 
four raeils of com, and ten merks of money for their yearly falary ; befides their daily 
diflributions, which were to be raifed from the rents of the vicarage of the cathedral 
church, and from the foundation of Thomas IVifhop of Orkney, and the twelve pounds 
ratified by King James the Third, and James the I'ourth of Scotland. To thefe he add- 
ed a Sacrifi, and fi.x boys to bear tapers. The cliartcr of the eredion is dated at Kirk- 
wall, Odober 28, Anno 1 554. 

This was the ftate of the chui«ch under popery. Some time after the rcfownatlon, 
Bifliop Law being made Bifhop of Orkney, and the earldom' united to the crown (by 
the forfeiture and death of Patrick Stew<irt Earl of Orkney,) he with the confent of his 
chapter made a contrad with King James the Sixth, in which they reftgn all their ec- 
clefiaftical lands to the crown ; and the king gives back to the bifhop feveral lands in 
Orkney, as Horn, Orphir^ &c. and His Majelly gave alfo the Commiffariot of Orkney to 
the bifhop and his fucceflbrs } and then a competent number of perfons for a chapter 
were agreed on. This contrad was made Anno 16 f4. 

The 'encient Monuments and Curiefities in thefe Iflands are as follow : 

IN the ifle of Hoy, there ist the Dwarfie-ftone between two hills, it is about thirty- 
fouy-feet long, and about iuteen feet broad; it is made hollow by hiWnan induftry : it 
has a I'niall fquare entry looking to the eaft, about two feet high, and has a Hone pro- 
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portionablc at two fcct diflance before the entry. At one of the ends within this ftone 
there is cut out a bed and pillow, capable of two perfons to lie in ; at the other op* 
pofite end there is a void fpace cut out refcinbling a bed ; and above both thefe there is 
a large hole, which is fuppofed was a vent for fmoke. The cutnmoR tradition is, that a 
giant and his wife made this tlieir place of retreat. 

About a mile to the well of the main land at Skeal-houfe, there is in the top of high 
rocks many ftones diipofed like a ilreet, about a quarter of a mile in length, and between 
twenty and thirty feet broad. They difler in figure and magnitude, are of a red colour ; 
fome refemblc a heart, fonie a crown, leg, fhoe, laft, weaver’s fhuttlc, &c. 

On the weft and caft fide of Loch-StenuivS, on the main land, there are two circles of 
large ftone eredted in a ditch ; the larger, which is round on the north-weft fide, is a 
hundred pacts diameter, and fome of the Hones are twenty feet high, and above four in 
breadth ; they are not all of a height, nor placed at an equal diftance, and many of 
them are fallen down on the ground. 

About a little diftance further, there is a feAii-circle of larg'^r ftones than thofe men- 
tioned above. There are two green mounts, at the eaft and weft fide of the circle, 
which arc fuppofed to be artificial ; and fibulc of filver were found in them fome time 
ago, which on one fide refeinbled a horfe’s-fhoe, more than any thing elfe. 

The hills and circles are believed to have been places defigned to offer facrifice in 
time of Pagan idolatry ; and for this reafou the people called them the ancient temples 
of the Gods, as we may find by liocthius in the life of Manius. Several of the inhabi- 
tants have a tradition, that the fun was worfhipped in the larger, and the moon in the 
Icffcr circle. 

In the chapel of Clet, In the iflo of Sands, there is a grave of nineteen feet in length ; 
fome who had the curiofity to open it, found only a piece of*a man's backbone in it, big- 
ger than that of a horfe. The ininifter of the place had the curiofity to keep the bone 
l)y him for fome time. The inhabitants have a tradition of a giyit there, whofe ftature 
was j^fuch, that he could reach his hand as high as the top of the chapel. There have 
been large bones found lately in Weftra, and one of the natives who died not long ago, 
was for his flature difiinguilhed by the title of the Micle, or great Man of Waes. 

There arc crefted ftones in divers parts, both of the main, and leffer ifles, which are 
believed to have been erefted as monuments of fuch as diftinguiihcd themfelves in battle* 

There have been fevcral ftrange inftanccs of the effe^s of thunder here ; as that of 
burning Kirkwall ftceple by lightning in the year i6yo. At Stromnefs a gentleman 
had twelve kinc, fix of which in a flail were fuddenfy killed by thunder, and the other 
fix left alive ; and it was remarkable that the thunder did not lull them all as they ftood, 
but killed one, and miffed another. This happened in 1680, and is attefted by the 
minifter, and others of the parifii. 

There is a ruinous chapel in Papa Weftra, called St. Tredwels, at the door of which 
there is a heap of ftones ; which was the fuperftition of the common people, who have 
fuch a veneration for this chapel above any other, that they never £ul, at their coming 
to it, to throw a ftone as*hn offering before the door : and this they reckon an indifpen- 
fible duty enjoined by ^cir anceftors. * 

Lady-Kivk in Sou^Ronallhaw, though ruinous’, and without a roof, is fo much reve- 
renced by the nativ/s, that they chufe rather to re^>^ this old one, tlu^n to build 
a new church inn more convenient place, and at a cheaper rate : fuch is the powAi^of 
education, that^hefc men cannot be cured of thefe fuperfluous fancies, tranfinitted 
to them by their ignorant anceftors. “ 


* 
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Within the ancient fabric of Lady-Church there is a ft one of four feci in length, and 
two in breadth, tapering at both ends : this (tone has engraven on it the print of two 
feet, concerning which the inhabitants have the following tradition ; that St. Magnus 
wanting a boat to carry him over Pightland Firth to the oppofitc main land of Caithnefs, 
made ufe of this ftone inftead of a boat, and afterwards carried it to this church, where it 
continues ever fince. But others have this more reafonable opinion, that it hag been 
ufed in time of Popery for delinquents, who were obliged to ftand barefoot upon it by 
way of penance. Several of the vulgar inhabiting the lefT^r iflea obferve the anniver- 
fary of their refpedive faints. There is one day in harvoft on which the vulgar aliftain 
from work, becaufe of an ancient and foolilh tradition, that if they do their woik, the 
ridges will bleed. 

They have a charm for Hopping exceflive bleeding, either in man or heart, whether 
the caufe be internal or external ; which is performed by fending the name of the pa- 
tient to the charmer, who adds fon)e more words to it, and, after repeating thofe words, 
the cure is performed, tltough the cha/mer be feveral miles diftant from the patient. 
They have likewife other charms which they ufe frequently at a diftance, and that alfo 
with fucceft. 

Tile inhabitants are well proportioned, and feem to be more fanguine than they are ; 
the poorer fort live much upon fifti of various kinds, and fometimes without any bread. 
The inhabitants in general are fubjeft to the feurvy, imputed to the fifh and fait meat, 
which is their daily food ; yet feveral of the inhabitants arrive at a great age : a woman 
in Evie brought forth a child in the fixty-third year of her age. 

One living in Kerfton lately was one hundred and twelve years old, and went to fca 
at one hundred and ten. A gentleman at Stronfa, about four years ago, had a fon at 
a hundred and ten years old. One William Muir in Weftra lived a hundred and forty 
years, and died about eighteen years ago. The inhabitants fpeak the Englifli tongue : 
feveral of the vulgar fpeak. the Danifli or Norlc language ; and many among them retain 
the ancient Danifti names. 

Thofe of DeftruSion are hofpitable and obliging, the vulgar are generally civil and 
affable. Both of them wear the habit in fafliion in tlic Lowlands, and ftime wear a 
fcahlkin for flioes ; which they do not few, but only tie them about their feet with 
firings, and fometimes thongs of leather ; they arc generally able and (lout feamcn. 

The common people are vc»y laborious, and undergo great fatigues, and no fmall 
hazard in filhing. The ifles of Orkney were formerly li.d)Ie to frequent incurfions by 
the Norwegians, and thofe inhabiting the Weftern Ifles of fjcotlatid. l o prevent which, 
each village was obliged to fiirnilli a large boat well manned t6 oppofe the enemy, and 
upon their landing all the inhabitants were to appear armed ; and beacons were fet 
^ on the top of the higheft hills and rocks, to give a general warning on the fight of an 
approaching enemy. 

About the year 1634, Dr. Graham being then bilhopof Orkney, a young boy called 
William Gariqch, had fome acres of land, and fome cattle, &c. left him by his father 
deceafed : he being'young was kept by his uncle, who had a great defire to obtain the 
lands. See. belonging his nephew ; who, being kept fhort, piole a fetten of barley, 
which is about (wenty-cight pound lyright, from his uncle; for'^hich he purfued the 
youth,' who was then eighteen yeyrs of age, before the ftieriff. Thp theft being proved, 
the young man received fenteike of death ; but going up the ladwr to be hanged, he 
prayed earneftly that God would infli£b fome vifible judgment on his Vncle, who out of 
covetc^fnefs had procured his death. The uncle happened after this fo be walking in 
‘ riic churchyard of ^rkwalt, and as he flood updn the young man's grave, the bifhop’s 
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dog run at him all of a fudden, and tore out his throat ; and fo he became a monu- 
ment of God’s wrath agninft fuch covetous wretches, 'i’his account was given to Mr. 
Wallace miniller there, by feveral that were witnclTes of the faft. 


Schctland. 

SCHETLAND lies north-eafl: from Orkney, between the 6oth and degree of 
latitude ; the diftance between the head of Sanda, which is the moft northerly part ot 
Orkney, and Swinburg-head, the mod fouthcriy point of Schetland, is commonly 
reckoned to be twenty or twenty-one leagues : the tides ^running betwixt are al- 
ways impetuous, and fwf'lling as well in a calm as when a frcfli gale blows ; and the 
greated danger is near the Fair Ifle, which lies nearer to Schetland than Orkney by 
four leagues. 

1 he larged ifle of Schetland, by the natives called the main-land, is fixty miles in 
length from fouth-wed to the north-ead, and^ from fixtecn to one mile in breadth. 
Some call thefe ifles Hcthland, others lloghland, which in the Norfe tongue figniftes 
high-land ; Schetland in the fame language fignifics fca land. 

'rhis ifle is for the moft part mofl'y, and more cultivated on the Ihore than in any 
other part ; it is mountainous and covered with heath, which renders it fitter for paf- 
turage than tillage. The inhabitants depend upon the Orkney ifles for their corn. The 
ground is generally fo boggy, that it makes riding impradficablc, and travelling on foot 
not very pleafant ; there being feveral parts into which people fink, to the endanger- 
ing llieir live.s, of which there have been fcverti! late inftancfs. About the fummer 
lolllice, they have fo much light all night, that they can fee to lead by it. The fun fets 
between ten and eleven, and rifes l)ctween one atid two in the morning, but then the 
day is fo much the fhorter, and the night longer in the waiter. 'I'his, together with 
the violence of the tides and tempeftous feas, deprive.s the inhabitants of all foreign cor- 
rcfpondcnce from Odtober till April, and often till M.(y ; during»wliich fpace, they are 
altouethcr flrangers to the rod of mankind, of whom they hear not the lead news. A 
remarknlile. inftance of -this ha|>pened after the late Revolution : they had no account 
of the Priace of Orange’s late landing in England, coronation, &c. until a fillicrman 
liappcned to land in lliefe ifles in the May following : and he was not believed^ but in- 
dicled lor liigh-treafon for fpreading fuch news. 

'i’he air ol this ifle is cold and picrciiig, notwithflanding which, many of the inha- 
bitants arrive at a great age ; of which there are fe^ral remarkable inllances. Bu- 
chanan in his Hilt. lib. i. ^ives an account of one Laurence, who lived in his time, fome 
of whtife ollspring do flill live in the parifli of Wacs ; this man, after he arrived at one 
hundred years of age, married a wife, went out a fifliing when he was one ‘Hundred, 
and forty years old, and, upon his return, died rather of old age, than of any difteraper. 

'I'he inhabitants give an account of Tairville, who arrived at the age of one liimdred 
and eighty, and never drank any malt drink, diftilled waters nor wine. They fay 
that his fon lived longer than him * and that his grandchildren lived to a good age, and 
feldom or never drank ^y llronger liquors than milk, water,*or bland. 

'Fhe difeafe that affluRs the inhabitants here inolHs the feurvy* which they fuppofe is 
occafioned bV their eating too much falt-fifli. There i^a diftemper herd called baft|krd 
feurvy, which difeowrs itfelf by the falling of the hait^rom the peoples* eye-brow'S,. 
and the falling oMheir nofes, See. and as foon as the fymptoms appear, the perfonsrftfe 
removed to the ^Ids, where little houfes arc built for them on purpofe to prevettt in- 
fection. The principal caufg of this Uiftemprr is believed to be want of bread, and 
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feeding on fifli alone, particularly the liver : many poor families arc foinctimes without 
bread, for throe, four, or five months togethers. They fay likewife that their drinking 
of bland, which is their univerfal liquor, and preferved for the winter as part of their 
proviiions, is another caufe of this dilteniper. This drink is made of buttermilk mixed 
with water; there be many of them who never tafie ale or beer, for their fcarcitv 
of bread is fuch^ that they can fparc no corn for drink: fo that they have no. oth?:- 
than blasd^. tojJC what they get from foreign veffels that refort thither every fummei 
to fifli. 

The iflA in general afford a great quantity of feurvy-grafs, wliich, ufed difcreetly, is 
/ound to be R good remedy againll this difeafe. M'hc jaundice is commonly cured by 
drinking ihe powder of inell>fnails among their drink, in the fpace of three or four 
days. They firft dry, then pulvcriz.* the fnails; and it is obfcrvable, that though this 
dull flio\>]ld be kept all the year rouml, and grow into vcrniine, it may be dried again, 
and pnlv^zed for that ufc. 

"I'lie ifles afford abundance of fca-(ovvl, which ferve the inhabitants for part of 
their food daring fummer and harvefl, and the down and feathers bring them great 
gain. 

rhe feveral tribes of fowl here build and hatch apart, and every tribe keeps clof' 
together, as if it were by confent. Some of the lefler ifles are fo crouded with variety 
of fea*fowI, that they darken the air when they fly in great nxnnbers. After their coining, 
which is commonly iii February, they fit very clofe together for fome time, till they re- 
cover the &ttgue of their long flight from their remote quarters ; and after they have 
hatched thdr young, and find they are able to fly, they go away together to foine other 
unknown pitace. 

The people inhabiting tl^e lefler ifles have abundance of eggs and fowl, which con- 
tribute to maintain their families during the fummer. 

The common people are generally very dextrous in climbing the rocks in qucfl of 
thofe eggs and fowl y. but this CTOrcifc is attended with very great danger, and fomc- 
times proves fatal to thole that Venture too far. 

The moft remarkable experiment of this fort, is at the ifle called the Nofs of Brafl'ah, 
and is as follows : the Nofs being about fixteen fathom diflant from the fide of the 
oppofite main ; the higher and lower rocks have two flakes faflened in each of them, 
and to thdfo there are ropes tied; upon the ropes there is an engine hung, which 
they call a. cradle ; and in this a man makes his'way over from the greater to the lefler 
rocks, where he makes a confiderable purchafe of eggs and fowl ; but his return being 
by an afcfnt, mak^ it more dangerous, though thole on the great rock have a rope 
tied to the;<Mdle, by which th^. draw it and the man fafe over for the molt part. 

Thcr^jinw fome rocks-bisra coibputed to be about three hundred fathom high ; and 
the way of cUmbing thein.is,^ to tie a rope about a man’s middle, and let him down 
with a balket, in which he. brings up his eggs and fowl. The.iflc of Foula is the molt 
dangerous and fatal to the cflmbers, for many of them perilh in the attempt. 

The crows are n^umemus in Schetland, and'difier in /heir colour from thofe on 
the main, bad ; for the bead, wings, and tail of tl^ofe in Sebedand are only black, and 
their back, iHWtfl, and tail ;of a grey colour. When black cro^ are feen there at any 
time, the inlu^tnnta by . it .ba preuige of approaching famine. \ [ 

, There are foe hawM in t^fe ifles, and particularly thofe of '•Fair Ifle are reputed 
aiding the befl that are to be had any where ; they are obferved to goyfar for their prey, 
and particularly fof moor-fowl as far as the ifles of Orkney, which di e about fixteen 
leagues from them. 
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There are likewife many eagles in and about thefe ifles, which are very deilrudtive 
to the flieep and Iambs. 

This country produces little horfes, commonly called Shelties, and they are very 
fprightly, though the lead of thdr kind to be feeu any where ; they are lower in fta* 
ture than thofc of Orkney, and it is conMnon for a man of ordinary ftrength to lift a 
Sheltie from the ground ; yet this little creature is able to carry double. The black 
are efteeined to be the mod hardy, but the pyed ones feldom prove fo good : they live 
many times till thirty years of age, and are fit for fervice all the while. Thefe borfes 
are never brought into a houfe, but expofed to the rigour of the feafeh all the year 
round ; and when they have no grafs, feed upon fea>ware, which is only to be had at 
the tide of ebb. 

The ides of Schetland produce many dieep, which have two and three lambs at a- 
time ; they would be much more numerous, did not eagles dedroy them : they are like« 
wife reduced to feed on fea*warc during the frod and fnow. 

The lejfer IJles of Schetland are at follow : 

The ifle Trondra, v hich lies oppofite to Scalloway town on the wed' f three miles 
tong, and two broad. 

Further to the north-ead lies the ide of Whalfey, about three miles in length and as 
many in breadth ; the rats are very numerous here, and do abundance of mifehief by 
dedroying the com. 

At fome further didance lie the fmall ides called Skerries ; there is a church in one 
of them. I'hefe ides and rocks prove oden fatal to ieamen, but advantageous to the 
inhabitants, by the wrecks and goods that the winds and tides drive adiore t which 
often fupply them with fuel, of which they are altogether deditute. It was here that 
the Carinelan ol Amderdam was cad away, as bound for the Ead Indies,, ann. 1 664. 
Among the rich cargo die had feveral cheds of coined gold, the whole was valued at 
3^000,000 guilders j of all the crew four only were faved. The inhabitants of the fmall 
illes, among other advantages they had by this wreck, had the pieafure of drinking 
liberally of the drong drink which was driven alhorc in large calks, for the fpace of 
three weeks. 

Between Brada-Sound and the oppofite main, lies the Unicom, a dangerous rock, 
vifible only at low water ; it is fo called ever fince a veflel of that name perilhed upon 
it, commanded by William Kirkaldy of Gron^e, who,was.iav^^er purfuit of the Earl 
of Bothwell, and very near him when his ’ 

(.)n the ead lies the ide called Fiiholm ; Rue, and on the 

wed Mickle Rue ; the latter Is eight miles breadth,, and has a 

good harbour. \ 

Near to Elling lies the ides of Vemantry,. harbours Omey, 

Little Papa, Helidia, for. 

To the north-wed of the Nefs lids' St. Ninian*h life r it has a chapel and an altar in 
it, upon which fome of inhabitants retw the ancientfopded^us cuftom of bum^ 
ing candle. ✓ * . t 

Papa-Stoui is two miles m length} it ^cels-any life of ite extent fw aH tbs? cqn* 
venieces of human life it has four-' good harbours, ontsbf which looks to the fouth, 
another to the wefl, and two to the north. • 

The Lyra-Skemes, (p called from the fowl of that< name that atmuad ia thehl,. lb 
near this ide. '' * . 
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About fix leagues weft of the main lies theifle Foula, about three miles in length ; it 
has a rock remarkable for its Itciglir, which is feen from Orkney when the weather is 
fair ; it hath a harbour on one Tide. 

1 he ifle of Brafia lies to the e.\lt of 'I'ingwall ; it-is five miles in length, and two in 
breadth : fome parts of the coaft are arable gttmnd, and there are two churches in it. 

Further to the call lies the fmall ifle called the Nofs of Brafia. 

The ifle of Burray is three miles long, has good pafturage, ami almndance of fidi on 
its coaft ; it.has a large cliurch and fteeplc in it. 'I'hc inhabitants lay that mice do not 
live ill this ifle w'hen brought to it ; and that the earth of it being brought to any other 
part where the mice arc, they will quickly abandon it. 

Haveroy ifle, which is a mile and a hall in length, lies to the fouth-eaft of Burray. 

The ifle of Yell is fixteen miles long, and from eight to one in breadth ; it lies north- 
eaft from the main : there are three churches and I'cvcral fmall cliapels in it. 

The ifle of Hakafhie is two miles long ; Sainphrey ifle one mile long ; Biggai ifle is a 
mile and a half in length : all three liq' round Yell, and arc reputed among the beft of 
the lofl'er ifles. 

The ifle of Fetlor lies to the north-eaft of Yell, and is five oniles in length, and four in 
breadth ; it hath a church, and funic of the Pi€ls houfes in it. 

The ifle Unft is eight miles long, and is the plcafanteft of the Schetland ifles ; it has 
three churches, and as many harbours ; it is reckoned the moft northern of all the 
Britifh dominions. The inhabitants of the ifle Vaila fay that no cat will live in it, and if 
any cal be brought to it, they will rather vchture to fea than ftay in the ifle : they fay that 
a cat was feen upon the ifle about fifty years ago, but how it came there was unknown. 
^They obferved about the fame time how the proprietor was in great torment, and as 
they fuppofe by witchcraft, of which they fay he then died. There is no account that 
any cat has been feen in the ifle ever fince that gentleman’s death, except when they 
were carried to it, for making the above-mentioned experiment. 

The inhabitants fay that if a edmpafs be placed at the houfe of Udfta, on the weft fide 
of the ifle Fetlor, the needle will be in perpetual dilbrder, without fixing to any one 
pole ; and that being tried afterwards in the top of that houfe, it had the fame eftett. 
They add further, that when a veflel fails near that houfe, the needle of the compafs is 
difordered in the fame manner. 

There is a ycllowv'brt of metal lately difeovered in the ifle of Uzia, but the inhabi- 
tants bad not found a way to melt it, fo that it is not yet turned to any account. 

The ancient Court of Jujlice 

In thefe iflands was held in Holm, in the parifti of Tingwall, in the middle of the 
main land. This Holm is an illand in the middle of a frclh-water lake ; it is to this 
day called the Law-Ting, and the parifli, in all probability, hath its name from It. The 
entrance to this Holm is by fome Hones laid in the water ; and in the Holm there are 
four great ftones, upon which fat the judge, clerk, and other./>fHcers of the court. I’he 
inhabitants that had Jaw fuits attended at fome djftancc froirkthe Holm, on the other 
fide of the la^ ; and when any of them was called by the mficer, he entered by the 
ftepping'ftones ; and being djfmiired, he returned the fame way A This wi(s the praftice 
.of the Danes. The inhabit^s have a tradition among them, that, after one had rc- 
efeived fentence of death upon the Holm, he obtained a remilfion, priivided he made his 
efcape through the crowd of people on the lake fide, and touched I m^wall fteeple be- 
‘ ibre any could lay^hold on him. This fteeple in^thofe days was an afy lum for malefaSors 
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and debtors to flee into. The inhabitants of this ifle are all proteftants ; they generally 
fpeak the Englilh tongue, and many among them retain the ancient Danifh language, 
efpccially in the more northern ifles. There are feveral who fpeak Englilh, Norfe, aiul 
Dutch j the lall of which is acquired by their converfe with the Hollanders, that fifli 
yearly in thofe iAes. 

The people are generally reputed difereet, and charitable to llrangers j and thofe of 
the belt rank are falliionable tn their apparel. 

Shetland is much more populous now than it was thirty years ago, which is owing to 
the trade, and particularly that of their filhery, fo much followed every year by the 
Hollanders, Hainburghers, and others. The increafe of people at Lerwick is confidc- 
rable ; for it had but three or four families about thirty years ago, and is fince increafed 
to about three hundred families j and it is obfervable, that few of their families were 
natives of Shetland, but came from feveral parts of Scotland, and efpecially from the 
northern and ealtern coafts. 

The filhery in Shetland is the foundation boA of their trade and wealth ; and though 
it be of late become lefs than before, yet the inhabitants, by their indullry and applica- 
tion, make a greater profit of it than formerly, when they had them nearer the coaft, 
both of the larger and leflTer illes ; but now the grey filh or the largcfl: fize are not to be 
had in any quantity without going further into the ocean. The filh commonly bought 
by Grangers here are cod and ling ; the inhabitants themfelves make only ufe of the 
fmallcr filh and herrings, which abound on the coall of this ifle in valt Ihoats. 

The filh called talk abounds on the coaft of firalfa ; the time for filhing is at the 
end of May. This filh is as big as a ling, of a brown and yellow colour, has a broad 
tail \ it is better frefli than faked : they are commonly fold at fifteen or fixteen Ihillings 
the hundred. 

The inhabitants obferve, that the further they go to the*northward the filh are of a 
larger fize, and in greater quantities. They make great ftore of oil, particularly of the 
large grey fifli, by them called feths, and the younger fort fillucks : they fay that the 
liver ot one feth aftbrds a pint of Scots meafure, being about four of Englilh raeafure. 
The way of making the oil is firft by boiling the liver in a pot half full of water, and 
when it boils the oil goes to the top, and is Ikimmed olF and put in veflfels for ufe. 
The filhers obferve of late, that the livers of filh are lefs in lize than they have been 
formerly. 

The Hamburghers, Bremers, and others, come to this country about the middle of 
May, fet up Ihops in feveral parts, and fell divers commodities ; as linen, muflin, and 
fuch things as are moft {iroper for the inhabitants, but more efpecially beer, brandy, 
and bread ; all which they barter for fifli, (lockings, mutton, hens, &c. : and when the 
inhabitants alk money for their goods, they receive it immediately. 

In the month of June the Hollanders come with their filhing-bufles in great numbers^ 
upon the coaft for herring ; and when they come into the found of Brafla, where the 
herrings are commonly moft plentiful, and very near the Ihorc, they difpofe their^nets, 
&c. in order, but never begin till flie twenty-fourth of June j for this is the time limited 
among themfelves, whijm is obferved as a law, tlvit none i^ill^ venture to tranfgrefs. 
This nfliing-trade is vr/y beneficial *to the inhabitants, who have provifions and nccef- 
faries imposed to their doors, and employment for aU their people, wRb by thdr filh- 
ing, and felling the* various produfts of the country, >ing in a confiderable fum pf 
money yearly, il'hc proprietors of the ground are confiderable gainers alfo, by lotting 
their houfes, winch ferve as (hops to the feamen during their refidcnce here. * 

, 4U 


VOL. 111. 


I’hcre 



MART1K*S DESCRIPTION OT THE 


698 

There have been two thoufand buiTcs and upwards fifliing in this found in one fum* 
mer ; but they are not always lb numerous : they generally go away in Augull or 
September. 

There are two little towns in the larged of the Shetland Hies : the mod andent of 
thelc is Scalloway } it lies on the wed dde of the ifle, which is the mod beautiful and 
pleafant part of it. It hath no trade, and but few inhabitants, the whole being about 
ninety in number. On the fouth-ead end of the town dands the cadle of Scalloway, 
which is four dories high ; it hath icvcral conveniences and ufeful houfes about it, and 
is well furniflied with water. Several rooms have been curioufly painted, though the 
better part be now worn off. This ancient houfe is aimod ruinous, there being no 
care taken to repair it. It ferved as a garrifon for the EngliOi foldiers that were fent 
hither by Cromwell. This houfe was built by Patrick Stewart Earl of Oricney, anno 
1600, The gate hath the following infeription on it : Patricius Orchadia et Zelandia 
comes. And underneath the infeription : Cujus fiindamen faxum ejl^ domiis ilia manebit ; 
labilis i contra ft fit arena peril. That Iwufe whofe foundation is on a rock fliall dand ; 
but if on the fand, it lhall fall. 

The inhabitants fay that this houfe was built upon the fandy foundation of oppreffion,. 
in which they fay the earl exceeded ; and for that and other crimes was executed. 

There is a high done erefled between. Tingwall and Scalloway ; the inhabitants have 
a tradition, that it was fet up as a monument of a Danilh' general, who was killed there 
by the ancient inhabitants, in a battle againft the Danes and Norwegians. 

The fecond and lated built town is Lerwick ; it dands on that fide of the found where 
the filhing is : the ground on which it is built is a hard rock, one dde lies toward the 
fea, and the other is fufrounded with a mofs, without any arable ground. 

On the north is the citadel of Lerwick, which was built in the year 1665, in time of 
the war with Holland, but never completed ; there is little more of it now left than the 
walls. The inhabitants, about thirty years ago, filhcd up three iron cannon out of a 
fliip that had been cad away near eighty years before-; and being all over rud, they 
made a great fire of peats round them to get off the rud and the Are having heated 
the cannon, all the three went off, to the great furprize of the inhabitants, who fay they 
faw the ball fall in the middle of Braffa Sound, but none of them had any damage by 
them. 

There are many Pi£ls houfes in this country, and federal of them entire to this day ; 
the highed exceeds not twenty or thirty feet in height, and are about twelve feet broad 
in the middle ; they taper towards both ends, the entry, is lowe.r than the doors of houfes 
commonly are now, the windows are long and very narrow, and the dairs go up be- 
tween the walls. Thcfe houfes were built for watch-towers, lo give notice of an ap- 
proaching enemy ; there is not one of them but what is in view of fome other;, fo that 
a fire being made on the top of any one houfe, the fignal was communicated to all the 
reft in a few moments. * 

The inhabitants fay that thefe houfes were called burghs^ which, in the Saxon lan- 
guage fignides a town or .caftle fehced all round. The namea of fortified places in the 
weftem illes are in feveral parts called Borg ; andrthe villagesim which the forts Hand, 
are always na^ied Borg. \ , 

'The inhabitants of Orknev^y that feveral burying-places among them are called 
burahs, from the Saxon worY burying. < 

It is generally acknowledged, that the Pifls were originally German!!}, and particularly 
from that part of it bordering upon the Baltic Sea. They were called Pbightian^ that is, 
dghterp. The Romans called them Pi(ti. Some writeiis call them Piilavi, either 

from 
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from that name of Phightian^ which they took to themfcives* or from their beauty ; 
and accordingly Boethius, in his character of tliem, joins both thcfe together : Quod 
erant corporibus robuJiiJJimU candidifque ; and Verrtcgan fays the fame of them. 

The Romans called them Pidit becaufe they had their Ihields painted of divers co. 
lours. Some think the name came from pidiky which in the ancient Scots language 
fignifies pitch, that they coloured their faces with, to make them terrible to their ene- 
mies in battle ; and others think the name was taken from their painted habit. 

This ifle makes part of the ihire of Orkney ; there are twelve pariflics in it, and a 
greater number of churches and chapels. Shetland pays not above one-third to the 
crown of what Orkney does. 

I'he ground being for the mod part boggy and mooriih, is not fo produdive of gnun 
as the other ifles and main land of Scotland ; and if it were not for the fca-ware, by 
which the ground is enriched, it would yield but a very fmall produd. 

There is lately difeovered in divers parts abundance of lime-ftone, but the inhabitants 
are not fulHciently inftruded in the ufe of it for^heir corn land. 

There is plenty of good peats, which ferve as fuel for the inhabitants, efpedally on 
the main. 

Tile amphibia in thefc iiles arc feals and otters in abundance : fome of the latter are 
trained to go a hfliing, and fetch feveral forts of hlh home to their mailers. 

There are no trees in any of thefe ifles, neither is there any venomous creature to be 
found here. 

There have been feveral ilrange fiih feen by the inhabitants at fea, fome of the fliape 
of men as far as the middle ; they are both troublefome and very terrible to the fifliers, 
who call them Sea devils. 

It is not long fmee every family of any confidcrable fubilance in thofe iflands was 
haunted by a fpirit they called Browny, which did feveral forts of work ; and this was the 
reafon why they gave him offerings of the various produds of the place : thus fome 
when they churned their milk, or brewed, poured fome milk andnvort through the hole 
of a ftone, called Browny’s (lone. 

A miniiler in this country had an account from one of the ancient inhabitants who 
formerly brewed ale. . and ibmetimes read his bible, that an old wonum in the family 
told him that Browny was much difpleafed at his reading in that book ; and if he did 
not ceafe to read in it any more, Browny would not ferve him as formerly. But the 
man continued his reading notwithllanding, and when he brewed refufed to give any 
facriBcc to Browny ; and lb his firll and fccond brewing mifearried, without any vilible 
caufe in the malt ; but thd third brewing proved good, and Browny got no more facri« 
lice from him after that. 

There was another inllance of a lady in Unfl; who refufed to give facrifice to Browny, 
and loft two brewings ; but the third proved good, and fo Browny vaniihed quite, and 
troubled them no more. 

I (lull add no more, but that the great number of foreign (hips which repair hither 
yearly upon the account 9f fifhing,* ought to excite the people of Scotland toa fpeedy 
improvement of that prqdtable trade ; which they may carry oq with more eafe and 
profit in their own feasahan any foreigners whatever. 
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, A VOTAGE TO ST. KILDA. 

BY M. MARTIN, Gent* 

PREFACE. 

M en are generally fond enough of novelty, not to fuflfer any thing reprefented un- 
der that plaulible invitation to pafs unnoticed. A defeription of fomc remote 
corner in the Indies /hall be fure to afford us high amufement, whilft a thoufand things 
much nearer to us might engage our thoughts to better purpofe, and the knowledge of 
them ferve to promote our true intereft, and the hiftory of nature. It is a piece of 
vveaknefs and folly to value things merely on account of their dillance : thus men have 
travelled far in fearch of foreign plants and animals, and continued Grangers to the 
produ£fions of their own climate. The following relation, therefore, I hope will not 
prove unprofitable or diPpleafing, unlcls the advantages of truth and unaflcftcd fimpli- 
city fhould prejudice it in the opinion of fuch as arc more trifling and curious than folid 
and judicious. ^ 

The author, born in one of the moft fpacious and fertile illes in the weft of Scotland, 
by a laudable curiofitv was prompted to undertake the voyage, and that in an open boat, 
to the almoft manifeu hazard of his life, as the feas and tides in thofe rocky iflands are 
more inconftant and raging than in moft other places. And he has been careful to 
relate nothing in the following account but what he aflerts for truth, either upon his 
own particular knowledge, or from the conftant and harmonious teftimony given him 
by the inhabitants } people fo plain, and fo little i^lined to impofe upon mankind, 
that perhaps no place in the world at this day knovmnflances like thcTe of true primi* 
tive honour and fimplicity \ a people abhorring lying tricks and artifices, as they do tt>e 
moft poifonpus plants or devouring animals. 

The author confelTas he might have put thefe papers into the bands of fome capable 
of giving them, what they really want, a politer turn of phrafe j but he hopes for the 
indulgence of at leaft the intelligent reader, who will always fet a higher value upon un> 
adorned truth in fuch accounts titan the utmoft borrowings of art, or the advantages of 
xeflned languages. 


^ A VOYAGE, isfe. 

T he various relations concerning St. Kilda, given by thofe of the weftem illes and 
continent, induced me to a narrow enquiry about it : for this end I applied 
'ntyfelf to the prefent fteward, who' by his defeription, and the products of the ifland, 
which were brought to me, together with a natural impulfe of curid/ity, formed fuch an 
idea of it in my mind, that I determined to fatisfy inyfelf with going thither, it having 
been never hitherto deferibed to any purpofe ; the accounts given- by fiuchanan and 
Sir Robert Murray being but relations from fecond and, thi|d hands, neither of them 
ever having the opportunity of being upon the plape. I atten^ted feveral times to vilit 
it, bqt in v&itu until laft fummer, <the laird of Mack-Leod heardly recommending the 
care of the inhabitants of St. ^da to Mr. John Campbell, minifter of HarWs, he went 
io St. Kilda, and I chearfully ^braced the occafion ; and accordingly we embarked at. 
die'iQe £fay in Harries, May 29, 1697, the wind at S. £. 

* From the fourth ediuou, Loodoo, 8ve» 
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We fet fail with a gentle breeze, bearing to the weftward, and were not well got out 
of the harbour whin Mr. Campbell obferving the whitenefs of the waves attended with 
an extraordinary noife beating upon the rocks, expreffed his diflike of it, being in thofe 
parts a prognoftic of an enfuing ftorm ; but the fame appearing fometimes in fummer 
before exceffive heat, it was flighted by the crew. But as we advanced about two 
leagues further, upon the coafl: of the ifle of Pabbay, the former figns appearing more 
confpicuoufly, we unanimoufly concluded a ftorm approaching, which occafioncd a 
motion for our return } but the wind and ebb-tide concurring, determined us to purfue 
our voyage, in hopes of arriving at our defired harbour before the wind or ftorm (liould 
rife, which we judged would not be fuddenly : but our. fond imagination was not fe- 
conded with a good event, as will appear ; for we had fcarce failed a league further, 
when the wind inclined more foutherly, and altered our meafures ; we endeavoured by 
the help of our oars to reach the Ilaw-fker rocks, fome four leagues to the fouth coaft, 
which we were not able to effed, though we confumed the night in this vain expeda- 
tiun. 13 y this time we fo far advanced in the qcean, that after a fecond motion for our 
return it w'as found impradicable, efpecially ftnee we could not promife to fetch any 
point of Scotland ; this obliged us to make the beft of our way ror St. Kilda, though 
labouring under the difadvantag^'s of wind and tide : our crew extremely fatigued and 
difeouraged without fight of land for fixteen hours ; at length one of them difeovered 
feveral tribes of the fowls of St Kilda flying, holding their courfe foutherly of us, which 
(to fome of our crew) was a demonftration we had loft our courfe, by the violence of 
the flood and wind both concurring to carry us northerly, though we fteered by our- 
compafs right weft. 

'I’he inhabitants of St. Kilda take their meafures from the flight of thofe fowls, when 
the heavens are not clear, as from a fure compafs, experience fhewing that every tribe 
of fowls bends their courfe to their refpeftive quarters, though out of fight of the ifle : 
this appeared clearly in our gradual advances ; and their motion being compared did 
exaftly quadrate with our compafs. The inhabitants rely fo much upon this obferva- 
tion, (hat they prefer it to the fureft compafs ; but we begged leave to differ from them, 
though at the fame time we could not deny their rule to be as certain as our compafs. 
While we were in this ftate we difeovered the ifle Borera, near three leagues north of 
St. Kilda, which was then about four leagues to the fouth of us ; this was a joyful fight, 
and gave new vigour to our men, who being refrefhed with victuals, lowering mail and 
iail, rowed to a miracle. While they were tugging at the oars we plied them with plenty 
of aquavitae to fupport them, whofe borrowed fpirits fo far wafled their own, that upon 
our arrival at Borera, there was fcarce one of them able to manage cable or anchor : we 
put in under the hollow of an extraordinary high rock, to the north of this ifle, which, 
was all covered with a prodigious number of Solan geefe hatching in their neiis ; the 
heavens were darkened by their Hying over our heads, their excrements were in fuch* 
quantity, that they gave a tindlure to the fea, and at the fame time fullied our boat and 
cloaths : two of them confirmed the truth of what has been frequently reported of their 
ftealing from one another grafs wflerewith to make their nefts, by affording us the fol- 
lowing very agreeable diverfion, aiyi.it was thus : one of them finding his neighbour’s 
neft withouy the fowl, days hold on the opportunity, and fteals from it mucli grals as 
he could conveniently carry off, taking his flight towj^ds the ocean ; from thencik he 
prefently returns^ as’ if he made a foreign purchafe, bw it does not pafs for fuch : for 
the owner had difeovered the faft before the thief had got out of fight, and too nimble 
for his cunning,* waits his return, all armed with fury, and enga^s him dcfperatdy. 
This bloody battle was fought above otur heads, and proved fatal to the thief, who fill * 
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dead fo near our boat that our men took him up, and prefently drefled and eat him ; 
which they reckoned as an omen of good fuccefs in the voyage. 

We propofed being at St. Kilda next day, but our expeftation was frullrated by a 
violent ilorm, which almoll drove us to the ocean, where we incurred no fmall rifque, 
being no ways fitted for it ; our men laid alide all hopes of life, pofTeffed with the be* 
lief that all this misfortune proceeded from the impoflior Roderick (of whom heveaftef), 
who they believed had employed the devil to raife this extraordinary ftorm againil 
Mr. Campbell, who was to counteraft him. All our arguments, whether from natural 
rcafon, or the providence of God, were not of force enough to perfuade them to the 
contrary', until* it pleafed God to command a calm the day following, which was the 
firlt of June, and then we rowed to St. Kilda. As we came clofe upon the rocks, fome 
of the inhabitants, who were then employed in fetting their gins, welcomed us with a 
God fave you,” their ufual falutation, admiring to fee us get thither contrary to wind 
and tide ; they were walking unconcernedly on the fide of this prodigious high rock, 
at the fame time keeping pace with our boat, to my great admiration, infomuch that I 
was quickly obliged to turn away my eyes, left I mould have had the unpleafant fpec* 
taclc of fome of them tumbling down into the fea ; but they themfelves had no fuch 
fears, for they outrun our boat to the town, from thence they brought the fteward and 
all the inhabitants of both fexes to receive us : we approached the cutmoft part of the 
low rock, called the Saddle ; a parcel of the inhabitants were mounted upon it, having 
on their feet the ufual drefs on fuch occafions, i. e. focks of old rags fowed with feathers 
inftcad of thread •: our boat being come pretty near, it was kept oif this rock with long 
poles ; fome of their number coming by pairs into the fea received Mr. Campbell and 
me upon their (boulders and earned us to land, where we were received with all the 
demonfi rations of joy and k/ndnefs they were able to exprefs ; the impoftor Roderick 
endeavouring to outdo his neighbours, and placing himfelf always in the front of our 
attendants, difeovered his hypocrify. We all walked together to the little village where 
there was a lodging pfepared for us, fumilhed with beds of ftraw : according to the 
ancient cuftom of the place, the officer who prefides over them in the fteward’s abfence 
fummoned the inhabitants, who by concert agreed upon a daily maintenance for us, as 
bread, butter, chcefe, mutton, fowls, eggs, fire, &c. all which was to be given in at our 
lodging twice every day } this was done in a moft regular manner, each family by turns 
paying their quota proportionably to their lands : I remember the allowance for each 
man per dienit befide a barley cake, was eighteen of the eggs laid by the fowl called by 
them Lavy^ and a greater number of the lefl'er eggs, as they differed in proportion i the 
largeft of thefe eggs is near in bignefs to that of a goofc, the reft of the eggs gradually 
of a lefTer fize. 

. We had the curiofity, after three weeks refidence, to make a calculation of the num- 
ber of eggs bellowed upon thofe of our boat, and the fteward’^s birlin or galley ; the 
whole amounted to fix thoufand eggs : the inhabitants ■ were thrice our number, 
and muft confume a number of eggs and fowls in proportion. From this it is eafy to 
imagine, that a vaft number of fowl muft refort here all fummer, which is yet the more 
probable, if it be confidered that every fowl lays but one egg at a time, when allowed to 
hatch.. / • * , 

The inhabitants live togethepnn a fmall village, carrying all the figns of an extreme 
{tbvertv ; the houfes are of a Ibw form, and the doors all to the hojrth*eaft, to fecure 
them from the (hocks of the tempeftuous fouth*weft winds. The walls of the houfes are 

, rudely built of (lone, the (hort couples joining a^ the ends of the roof, upon whofe fides 
linall r4>8 of wood are laid, and thefe covered with draw } (he whole fecured by ropes 
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made of twifted heath, the extremity of which on each fide is poifed with ftone to pre- 
ferve the thatch from being blown away. This little village is feated on a valley fur- 
rounded with four mountains, ferving as ramparts of defence, and are fo many amphi- 
theatres, from whence a fair profpefk of the ocean and iflcs may be feen in a fine day. 

This ifle is by the inhabitants, as likcwife by all the weftern iflandcrs, called Ulrt j 
Buchanan calls it Hirta ; Sir John Narbrough,.and all failors, St. Kilda ; in fea maps it is 
called St. Kilder, particularly in a Dutch fea map from Ireland to Zealand, publilhed 
at Amfterdam by Peter Goas in the year 1663, wherein it is placed due weft betwixt 
fifty and fixty miles frorii the middle of the Lewis, and the ifle anfwers diredtly to the 
fifty-eighth degree of northern latitude, as marked upon the ends of the map, and from 
it lies Rokol, a fmall rock fixty leagues to the weftward of St. Kilda ; the inhabitants 
of this place call it Rokabarra ; this map contains the foundings of fome places near 
St. Kilda j thefe not exceeding twenty or thirty fathom ; it contains only the larger ifle, 
and a part of the lefier ifles ; this ifland is alfo called St. Kilda, by a company of 
French and Spaniards, who loft their Ihip at R^kol in the year 1686, which they named 
to the inhabitants of St. Kilda, whofe latitude is fifty-feven degrees and three minutes.' 

The air here is fharp and wholefome ; the hills are often covered with ambient white 
mifts, which in winter are forerunners of fnow, if they continue on the tops of the hills j 
and in fummer, if only on.the tops of the hills, they prognofticate rain ; when they defeend 
to the valleys it is a prognoftic of cxceflive heat. The night here about the time of the 
fummer folftice exceeds not an hour in length, efpecially if the feafon is fair, then the 
fun difappears but for a Ihort fpace, the reflex from the fea being all the time vifible ; 
the harveft and winter are liable to great winds and rain, the fouth-weft wind annoying 
them more than any other : it is commonly obferved to blow from the weft for the raoft 
part of, if not all, July. , 

St. Kilda is two miles long from eaft to weft j in breadth from fouth to no-ih one 
mile ; and five miles in circumference. It is naturally fenced with one continued face 
of a rock of great height, except a part of the bay, which lies td the fouth-eaft, and is 
well defended generally with a raging fea : this bay is half a mile in length, and as much 
in breadth ; it is not common for any vefl'els to anchor within this bay, in cafe of a ftorin,. 
as it might be dangerous for them ; therefore they drop anchor at the entry, judging it 
the fecureft 1 the only place for landing, is on the north fide of this bay, upon a rock 
with a little declination, which is flippery, being covered with feveral forts of fea weeds ; 
thefe, with a boifterous fea, render the place almoft inacceflible, the fea being feldom 
©therwife but under favour of a neap tide, a- north-eaft or weft wind, or with a perfect 
calm j when thefe circumftances concur, the biriin or boat is brought to the fide of the 
lock, and all the inhabitants of both fexes are ready to join their united force to hale 
her through ; for this end they have a rope faftened to the fore-part ; and a competent, 
number of them are employed on each fide both thefe are determined by a cryer, 
who is employed on purpofe to warn them all at the fame minute, and he ceafes when- 
ever he finds it convenient to give^them a breathing. 

At the head of the bay is a plain fand, only to be feen jn fummer, the winter fea 
walking it all off the ftones j there js no landing upon this placo with fafety, which the 
fteward has gleamed to his coft. There is a little bay on the weft fido of this ifle, all 
freed with an -iron-coloured rock ; fome veiTels take fruiter here, when the wind ils at 
fouth or north-eaft;* there is a place of the rock her^ on the fouth fide the rivulet, 
where you inay land, if a neap-tide or calm offer. The fea is very impetuous eVery 
where about thiS ifle ; they fliewcd. me large ftones which were lately removed out of. 

their 
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hatch at the fame time, the lofeof the produd in one rock would at the fame time proTe 
the lofsof all the reft, fmce all would take wing pretty nearly at the fame time. 

The ifle’ Borera lies near half a league from Stack>Ly, to the nforth-eaft of it, being in 
circumference one mile and an half ; it feeds about four hundred Iheep per annum, and 
would feed more, did not the Solan geefe pluck a large (hare of the grafs for their nefts. 

This ifle is very high, all rock, inacceflible except in a calm, and has only on? place 
for landing,' towards the fouth : in the weft end of this ifle is Stallir-Houfe,' which is 
much larger than that of the female warrior in St. Kilda, but of the fame model in all 
refpe£ls ; it is all green without like a little hill ; the inhabitants hare a traditbn that it 
was built by one Stalitr, a devout hennit of St. Kilda ; and had he indeed travelled the 
tmiverfe he could fcarcely have found a more folitary place for a monaftic life. 

There are about forty ftonc pyramids in this ifle, for drying and preferring their fowl, 
Kc. Thefe little houfes are all of loofe ftones, and feen at fome diftance ; here is alfo 
a furprizing' number of fowl, the grafs as well as the rocks filled with them. The Solan 
.geefe poflels it for the moft part ; they «are always mafters wherever they come, and 
have already banifhed feveral fpe^ies of fowl from this ifle. 

An earthquake was felt here in the year 1686 , which lafted only for a few minutes ; 
it was very amazing to the poor people, who were unacquainted with any fuch commo* 
tion before, or fmce. - 

To the weft of Borera lies the rock Stack-Narmin, within piftol fliot ; this rock is 
half a mile in circumference, and as inacceflible as any of the above-mentioned ; there 
is a pofBbilky of landing only in two places } nor that but in a perfect calm, and after 
■landiij^ the danger in climbing is very great. The rock has neither earth or grafs to 
cover It, < has a fountain of good water ilTuing out above the middle of it, running eaft> 
eriy, and abounds with Solan geefe and other fowl ; here are feveral (lone pyramids, as 
Well for lodging the inhabitants that attend the feafons of the Solan geefe, as for thofe 
that prefeve and dry them. The fea rifes and rages extremely upon this rock : we had 
the curiofity, being intPited by a fair day, to vifit it fojr pleafure, but we found it very 
hazardous ; the waves from under our boat rebounding from off the rock, and mount- 
ing over our heads, we durft not venture to land, though men with ropes were fent be- 
fore us;- we thought it indeed hazard enough to be near this rock ; the wind blowing 
frefh, we had much difficulty to reach St. Kilda again. I remember they brought eight 
hundred of the preceding year’s Solan geefe dried in their pyramids ; after our landing, 
the geefe being caft together in one heap upon the ground, the owners fell to (hare out 
^ch man his own ; at which I was a little furjxrifed, they being all of a tribe ; but having 
found upon enquiry that every goofe carried a diftinguiihing ihark on the foot, peculiar 
to the owner, 1 was then fatisft^ in this piece bf (ingularity. 
c There is a violent current, whietlier ebb or flood, upon all the coafts of St. Kilda, the 
lefleraflesand rocks. It is obferved to be more impetuous with (pring than neap tides ; 
there' are- eddies on aU the coafts, except at a (harp point .where the tides keep their 
due courfe ; the ebb foutherly, and flood Northerly. 

A fouth-eaft moon caufes Ugh tide ; the fpring-tfdes are always at the lull and new 
noon; the two days following they are higher, and from that time deerrafr until the 
increafe of the moon aganft'; with which k rifes gVadually till the fecond afrer the full 
nnSon. This obfervation the i^men find to bold true bet Aixt the Mule qf Kan tyre, and 
the Farrow Head in Stratfanaver. 

' *1116 land fowls product here are hawks esttraordinary good eagfes, plovers, crows, 
, wrens, ftone-chakfr, craker, cuckoo ; this laft is faid very rarely to be feen here, and 
Ana upon extraordinary occafions, fuch as thc^deathof the proprietor Mack-l.eod, the 
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ileward’s death, or the 'arrival of fome notable ftranger. I was not able to forbear 
laughing at this relation, as founded only upon fatjcy ; which I no iooner expreffed, 
than the inhabitants wondered at my incredulity, faVing that all their anceflors for a 
feries of feveral ages had remarked the truth of this obfervation and for a further con- 
firmation appealed to the prefent fteward, whether he had not known this obfervation 
to have been true, both in his own and his father's time, who was alfo fteward before 
him? ftfter a particular inquiry, he told me, that both in his own and father’s life- 
time the truth of the obfervation had been co'nilanily believed, and that feveral of the 
inhabitants now living have obferved the cuckoo to have appeared after the death of the 
two lad proprietors, and the two laft ilewards, and alfo before the arrival of feveral 
ftrangers ; it was taken notice of before our arrival, which they afcribe to my coming 
there* as the only ftranger, the minifter having been there before, 

The lea fowl are, firft, gairfowl, being the ftaielieft, as well as the largeft fort, atSEl 
above thefize of a Solan goofe, of a black colour, red about the eyes, a large white fpot 
under each, a long broad bill ; it (lands ftatel]!, its whole body eroded, its wings (hort, 
fiios not at all ; lays its egg upon the bare rock, which, if taken away, (he lays no more 
for that year ; (he is whole-footed, and has the hatching fpot upon her bread, /. e. a bare 
fpot from which the feathers have fallen olF with the heat in hatching ; its egg is twice 
as big as that of a Solan goofe, and is varioufly fpotted, black, green, and dark ; it 
comes without regard to any wind, appears the firlt of May, and goes away about the 
middle of June. 

The Solan goofe, as fome imagine from the Iri(h word Sou'l-er, corrupted and 
adapted to the Scottifh language, ^ui oculis irretoriis e longinquo refpicit pradam, equals 
a common goofe in bignefs ; is by meafure from the tip of the bill to the extredlity of 
the foot thirty-four inches long, and to the end of the tajji thirty-nine } the wings ex- 
tend very far, there being feventy-two inches diftance betwixt the extreme tips; its bill 
is long, ftraight, of a dark colour, a little crooked at the point ; behind the eyes the (kin 
of the fide of the head is bare of feathers, the ears finall, the tfyes hazel-colourcd ; it 
hath four toes, the feet and legs black as far as they are bare ; the plumage is like that 
of a goofe. The colour of the old ones is white all over, excepting the extreme tips 
of the wings, which are black, and the top of the head, which is yellow, as fome think 
the e(Fe£l of age. The young ones are of a dark brown colour, turning white after they 
are a year old ; its egg fomewhat lefs than that of a land-goofe, fmall at each end, and 
cads a thick feurf, and has little or na yolk ; the inhabitants are accuftomed to drink it 
raw, having from experience found it very pe£loral>and cephalic. Ihe Solan geefe 
hatch by turns. When'it returns from its filhing, it carries five or fix herrings in its 
gorget, all entire and undigefted : upoA its arrival at the neft, the hatching fowl puts 
its head in the fi(her’s throat, and pulls out the fi(h with its bill as with a pincer, and 
that with very great rjoife, which I had occafion frequently to obferve. They continue 
to pluck gral's for their nefts from their coming in M.crch till the young fowl is ready to 
fly in Auguft or September, according as the inhabitants take or leave the firft or fecond 
eggs. It is remarkable jthey nevef pluck grafs but on a windy day ; the reafon the in- 
habitants give for this is, that a windy day is their vacation froin filhing, and they beftow 
It upon this employment, which proves fat*al to many of them ; for, af(er their fatigue, 
they often falj allcep, and the inhabitants, taking the opportunity, are ready at hand to 
knock them on the*head. Their food is herring, macmrel, and fyes. Englifh hooks 
are often found in the ftomachs both of young and old Solan geefe, though none off this 
kind are ufed nearer than the ifles twenty leagues diilant j this muft^happen dtherfrom^ 



martin’s voyage to 8T. kilda. 


, 

the filh pulling away the hooks in thofe ifles and then going to St Kilda, or by thdr 
being carried thither, by the old geefe. 

The Solan geefe are always the fureft fign of herrings, for wherever the one is feen 
the other is never far off. There is a tribe of barren Solan geefe which have no neils, 
and fit upon the bare rock ; thefe are not the young fowls of a year old, whofe dark 
. colour would foon diilinguiili them, but old ones, in all things like the red ; thefe 
have a province, as it were, allotted them, and are in a feparate date, b^ving a dock 
two hundred paces didant from all other ; neither do they meddle with, or ap- 
proach to thofe hatching, or any other fowl ; they fympathize and filh together t this 
was told me by the inhabitants, and afterwards confirmed feveral .times by my own 
obfervation. • 

The Solan geefe have always fome of their number keeping centry in the night, and 
0 they are furprized,'as it often happens, all the flock are taken one after another ; but 
if the ceutinel be awake at the approach of the creeping fowlers, and hear a noife, it 
cries foftly, Gref, at which the flejek move not ; but if the centinel fees or hears 
' the fowler approaching, he cries quickly, Bir, bity which Ihould feem to import danger, 
fincc immediately after the whole tribe take wing, leaving the fowler alone on the rock 
to return home rc infcBd, all lus labour for that night being fpent in vain. Apollonius 
'J’yanmus might have here found a large field of diverfion, who is faid td have travelled 
over many kingdoms, to learn the language of beads and birds. 

Befides this way of dealing upon them in the night-time, they are alfo catched in 
comiuon guis of horfe-hair, from which they druggie.. lefs to extricate themfelves than 
any other fowl, notwithdanding their fize and Itrcngth ; they arc alfo caught in the 
herring- lochcs with a board fet on purpofc to float above water, upon it a herring is 
fixed, which tlie goofe perceiving, flies up to a competent hgght, till finding himfelf 
in-a draij^t line above the filh, bends his courfe perpendicularly piercing the air, as an 
arrow from a bow, hits the board, into which he runs his bill with all his force, and is 
irrecoverably taken. 3’he Solan goofe comes about the middle of March with a S. W. 
wind, warm fnow, or rain, and goes away, according as the inhabitants determine 
the time, i. e. by taking away or leaving its egg, whether at the fird, fecond, or third 
time he lays. 

.The fulmar in bignefs equals the malls of the fccond rate ; its wings very long, the 
outfide of wliich are of a greyidi white colour, the infide and bread all white, a thick 
bill two inches long, crooked and prominent at the end, with wide nodrils in the middle, 
all of a pale colour ; the upper ntandible, or jaw, hangs over t]}e lower on both Tides 
and at the point, the feet pale, not very broad, with fiiarp toes, and a back toe ; it 
picks food out of the backs of Jiving whales, it, as is faid, ufes forrel uith it, for both are 
found in its ned ; it lays its egg commonly the fird, fecond, or third day of May ; 
'which is larger than that of a Solan goofe egg, of a white colour, and very thin, the 
ihelt fo very tender that it breaks in pieces if the feafon proves rdiny ; when the egg is 
once taken away it lays no more that year like other fowl ; the young ones are hatched 
in the middle of June, and are ready to take wing before the twentieth of July ; it comes 
in November, the fure meffenger of evil tidings, being always accompanied with boider- 
ous weff winds, great Inovv, rain, or hail, and is the only fea-fowl that days here all 
the year, excepf the month of September and part of Oflober. The inhabitants prefer 
this, whether young or old, to* all other; the old is of a delicate t^ide, is a mixture of 
£it and lean ; the flefli white,- no blood to be found but in the head and neck ; the 
young, is all fat, except the bones, having no blood but in the head ^ and when the 

young 
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yo«ng fulmar is ready to take wing, upon being approached, ejefts a quantity of pure 
oil out at his bill, and will be certain to hit any that attack him, in the face, though 
feven paces diftant *, this he ufes of bjr way of defence, but the inhabitants take care 
to prevent ‘it by furprizing the fowl behind, having for this purpofe a wooden dilh fixed 
to the end of their rods, which they hold before his bill as he Ipouts out the oil ; they 
furprize him alfo from behind by taking hold of his bill, which they tie with a thread, 
and upon their return home they untie it with ^dilh under to receive the oil ; this oil 
is fometimes of a reddilh, fometimes of a ypllow colour, and the inhabitants and other 
iflanders put a great value upon it, and ufe it as a cathoUcon for difeafes, efpecially for 
pains in the bones, ftitches, &c. fome in the adjacent ifles ufe it as purge, others as an 
emetic ; it is hot in quality, and forces its paffage through any wooden vcirel. 

The fulmar is a fure prognofticator of the weft-wind ; if it comes to land, no weft 
wind is to be expeded for fome time, but if it keeps at fea, or goes to fea from the land, 
whether the wind blow from the fouth, north, or eaft, or whether it is a perfedt calm, 
his keeping the fea is always a certain prefage of* an apr<^ching #lft-wihd ; from that 
quarter he is oblerved to return with his prey ; its egg is as large as that of a Solan 
goofe, white in colour, fliarp at one end, fomewhat blunt at the other, 

^ The feraber, lb called in St. Kilda, in the Farro Iflands puffinet, in Holland the Green- 
land dove, has a fmall bill fliarp pointed, a little crooked at the end, and prominent ; 
it is as large as a pigeon, its whole body being black, except a white fpot on each wing j 
its egg grey, fiiarp at one end, and blunt at the other. 

It comes in the month of March, and in the night-time, without regard to any wind 
it is never to be feen but in the night, being all the day either abroad at fifliing, or upon 
its neft, which it digs very far under ground, from whence it never comes in day-light 
•it picL its food out of the living whale, with which they fay, , it ufes forrel, and 
both are found in its neft. The young pulBn is as fat as the young fulmar, and goes- 
away in Auguft, if its firft egg be fpared. • , 

The lavy, fo called by the inhabitants of St. Kilda, by the Welch guillem, is nearly 
as big as a duck ; its head and jupper-fide of the neck all downwards of a dark brown,, 
the breaft white, the bill ftraight and lharp pointed ; the upper chop hanging over the 
lower ; its feet and claws black. 

Its egg in bignefs is near to that of a goofe egg, lharp at one end, and blunt at the 
other ; the colour of it prettily mixed with green and black j others of them are of a 
pale colour, with red an^rown ftreaks, but the latter is very rare ; this egg for ordi- 
nary food is by the in^;tants and others, preferred’ above all the eggs had here. 
This fowl comes with a fouth-weft wind, if, fair, the twentieth of February ; the time of 
its going away depends upon the inhabitants taking or leaving its firft, fecond, or third 
egg ; if it ftays upon land for the fpace of tliree days without intermiffion, it is a fign of ‘ 
foutixerly wind and fair weather, but if it goes to fea before the third expires, it is then 

a fign of a ftorm. « r t. 

The bird, by the inhabitants called jthc falk, the rpzor-bill in the weft of England, the 

awk in the north, the murre in Cornwall, alca hoerif is a fize lefs than the lavy ; its 
head, neck, back, and tail black j the inlide toward the middle of the throat white, the 
throat under tlje chin of a dulky black j beyond the rfoftrils in the upper jhw is a fur- 
row deeper than that in the coulter-neb ; die upper chop, crooked at the end, and hangs- . 
over the lower, both.h^ving tranfvcrfe furrows. It lays its e^g in May, its young take 
wing the middle of July, if the inhabitants do not determine its ftay longer, by taking 
the egg, which in bimefs is next to the layy, or guillem egg, and is vtnoufly fpotted, . 
lharp at one end and blunt at the other. 

’The 
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The bowgcTjfo called by thofe in St. Kilda, coultcr-ncb by thofe in the Farnifland?, 
and in Cornwall, pope, is of the fizc of a pigeon, its bill fliort, broad, and compreffed 
fidewife, contrary to the bills of ducks, of a triangular figure, and ending in a fliarp 
point, the upper jaw arcuate and crooked at the point ; the noftrils are long holes 
produced by the aperture of the mouth ; the bill is of two colours, near the head of 
an afli colour, and red towardvS the point ; the feet are yellow, the claws of a tfark blue ; 
the whole back black, bread and belly white. They breed in holes under ground, and 
come with a fouth-wed wind about the twcnty-fecond of March, lay their egg the twenty- 
fecond of April, and produce the fowl the twenty-fecond of May, if their fird egg be not 
taken away ; it is lharp at one end and blunt at the other. 

The adilag is as large as a linnet, black bill, wide nodrils at the upper part, 
crooked at the point like the fulmar’s bill. It comes about the twcnty-fecond of 
hlarch, without any regard to winds, lays its egg about the twentieth of May, and 
produces the fowl towards the middle of Oftober, then goes away about the end of 
November. 

I’hcre are three forts of fea-malls here : the fird of a grey colour, like a goofo ; the 
fecond confiderably lefs, and of a grey coK'ur ; and the third fort white, and lei's in fize 
than a tame duck ; the inhabitants call it reddag ; it comes the fifteenth of April with 
a fouth-wed wind, lays its egg about the middle of May, and goes away in the month 
of Augud. 

The tirma, or fea-pie, by the inhabitants called trilichan, comes in May, goes away 
in Augud ; if it comes the beginning of May it is a fign of a good fummer, if later, the 
contrary is obferved. This fowl is cloven-footed, and confequcntly fwims not. 

• It is obferved of all the fea-fowls here, that they are fatted in time of hatching, ex- 
cept the Solan geefe. 

Every fowl lays an egg three difi'erent times, except the gair-fowl and fulmar, which 
lay but once : if the iird or fecond egg be taken away, every fowl lays but one other 
egg that year, except the fea-malls, and they ordinarily lay the third egg, whether the 
fird and fecond eggs be taken away or no. 

The inhabitants obferve, that when the April moon goes far in May, the fowls are 
ten or twelve days later in laying their eggs, than ordinarily they ufe to be. 

The inhabitants likewife fay, that of thefe fowls there firll come over feme fpies, or 
harbingers, efpecially of the Solafi geefe, towering about the iflands where their neds 
are, and that when they have made a review thereof they fly away, and in two or three 
days after the whole tribe are feen coming. Whither the (fowls lly, and where they 
fpend their winter, the inhabitants are utterly ignorant of. 

The eggs are found to be of an adringent and windy quality to drangers, but, it foems, 
arc not fo to the inhabitants, who are ufed to cat them from the ncd. Our men upon 
their arrival eating greedily of them became codivc and feveriVh, fomc had the hemor- 
rhoid veins fwcllcd Mr. Campbell and I were at no fmall troul le before we could 
reduce them to their ordinary temper ; wc ordered a glider for them niadi-o; the roots 
of fedgc.s, frelh buttery and fait, which, being adminidercti, had its wiflu'u-for elFcct ; 
the inhabitants reckoned this an extraordinary pe/formance, being, it feems, the fird of 
t,he kind they had ever heard of. * ‘ ■ 

They preferve their eggs ^commonly in the done pyramitls, fcattcriiig the burnt allies 
of turf under and about them, to defend them from the air, drynels being their only 
prefervative, and moidure their corruption ; they prel'erve them fix, feven, or eight 
, months, as abov'efaid, and then they become appetizing and loofening, efpecially thofe 
that begin to turn. 


That 
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That fuch a great oumWof wild fov^lare fo tame, as to boaafiiy tiAii^by the reds 
and gins, » ^ot ;a^be bjr who wilLbe it tfaopains'.to cooJMe'r .the 

fon,' which »■ |pi^t incKmitioh of ‘prdpaganag their fpedns j ' fo powet^ iV the tia^ 
tund afFedion tor thdr ^eprihg, that they chooTe rather to die upon the’egg,'tjr £bwl, 
than efcape with their own Uv^, (iHtich they could do in a minute) and ieave of 
thefe to be deltroyed. ’ ' 

It (M^ea our confideration to redeA feridbily upon the natural propenfity ^nd fa> 
gachy df thefe animals in their kind ; which, if compared with many rational ertneuy^, 
dd far outftrip them, and juftly obey the preferipf of their natures, by living up '^hto 
that inftinft that Providence has given them. " ^ 

The inhabitants here are origmalty defceilded of thofc of the adjacent Iflos, L''wis, 
Harries, South and North Vitt, and Sky : both fexes are naturally grave, and of a 
fair complexion ; Aich as are not fair are naitives only for an age or two, but their off. 
fpring proves fairer than themfelvcs. 

There are feveral of them would be reokondd among^beautleiibf the fii (t linh, were 
they upon a level with others in their drefs. 

Both men and women are well proportioned, nothing differing from thofe of the iiles 
and continent.* The prefent generation comes (hort of the lad in drengh and longevity* 
They flawed us huge big dones carried by the fathers of fomc of the inhabitants now 
living ; any of which is a burthen too heavy for any two of the prefent inhabitants to 
raife from the ground, and this change is all within the compafs of forty years. But 
notwithdanding this, any one Inhabiting St. Ktlda is always reputed drongor than two 
of the inhabiiants belonging to the ifle of Harries, or the adjacent ides. Thofe of St. 
Kilda have generally but very thin beards, and thofe too do not appear till they arrive at 
the age of thirty, and ill fome not till after thirty>dve ; they have all but a few hairs 
Upon the upper lip, and point of the chin. 

Both fexes have a lifp, but more efpecially the women, neither^of them pronouncing 
the letters d, g, or r. I remember a dory of a craker that lifped (two years ago) the 
boys of the place took notice of, and were pleafed to hear him, and to ape his cry ; one 
of the Aeward’s men beholdii^ them, enquired the meaning of their noife, which, he 
told them, was ridiculous ; they returned anfwer, that it was worth his while to behold 
the {port of a lifping craker, whom they aped ; but the man replied, that they played 
the fool, for the craker diverted himfelf in lifping after them, and charged them with 
that imperfeffion ; the^oys no fooner heard this, but away they ran, and left the craker 
to cry and lifp as he ptrafpd. 

Tnere are fome of both fexes who haxe a genius for poetry, and are great admirers 
of raufic : the trump or Jew’s harp is the only mufical inftrumci^hey have, which 
difpofes them to dance mightily. Their fight is extraordinary good, and they can dif- ' 
cern things at a groat dillance *, they have very good memories, and are rcfolutu in their 
imdertakiugs, chade, and honed, but reputed jealous of their wives. They argue 
clofely, and with lefs padion than other idand^rs, or thofe inhabiting the high-lands on 
the continent. * • 

'Ifhey ana very cunning, and thereds fcarce any circumventing if them in traffic and 
bartering : the voice of* one is the voice of all, beiAg all of of a piece, * one commqn 
intered Unlting’thcm firmly together. They marry very^young, the women at about, 
thirteen or fourteen ;* and are nice in examining the degu'cs of confanguiiiity before 
marriage. They give fuck to their children for two years. The mod ancient perion 
among them at prefent is not above eighty years old. . 

VOL. in. 4 Y 
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Providence is very favourable to them in that they are not infefled with feverat dif. 
cafes which are fo predominant in the other parts of the world ; the diftcmper that moft 
prevails here is the fpottcd fever, and that too confined to one tribe, to whom tins i.‘f.'eafe 
is, as it were, Ixicome hereditary ; others are liable to 6u\cs, fevers, pleurilies, and the 
fpleen ; for all which they have but a few remedies : to get away their pleuretic difor- 
ders, they commonly lie upon a warm hearth, with the fide aflefled downwdrds ; this 
they look upon as almofi infidlible for difpelling the humour or wind that torments 
them. The final 1 -pox hath not been heard of in this place for feveral ages, except in 
one infiance, of a fingle man who had been infedled on the arrival of two of the 
fieward’s retinue, who had not been well recovered of it. 

The plants produced here are lapaihum vulgarc, the common dock, fcurvy.grafe 
round, being large as the palm of the hand, mitle-foily burfa pajloris^ filver-weed, or ar- 
gentine, plantane, fage, chicken-weed, forrel, long, or the common forrel, all-hail, or 
fiderites, the fea-pinck, tormentil, the I'curf upon the fiones, which has a di7ing and heal- 
ing quality, and is likewil'e ufed for dyuig. The inhabitants are ignorant of the virtues 
of thefe herbs ; they never had a potion of phyfic given them in their lives, nor know 
.any thing of phlebotomy ; fo that a phyfician could not expert his bread in this common- 
wealth. 

They have generally good voices, and found lungs ; to this the Solan goofe egg fupped 
raw doth not a little contribute : they are feldom troubled with a cough, except at the 
fieward’s landing, which is no lefs rare than firmly believed by the inhabitants of the 
adjacent ifles. 

Thofe of St. Kilda, upon the whole, gave me this following account : that they always 
contrafl a cough upon the fieward’s landing, and it proves a great deal more trouble- 
fome to them in the nighfi-time, they then difeharging a great deal of phlegm ; this 
indifpofition continues for fome ten, twelve, or fourteen days : the mofi fovercign re- 
medy againfi this dilfafe is thdr great and beloved catholicon, the giben, i. e. the fat of 
their fowls, with which they ftuff the fiomach of a Solan goofe, in falhion of a pudding ; 
this they put in the infufion of oat-meal, which in their language they call brochan ; 
but it is not fo cfie£lual now as at the beginning, becaufe of the frequent ufe of it. I 
told them plainly, that I thought all this notion of infection was but a mere fancy, and 
‘that at leaft it could not always hold j at which they -feemed offended, faying, that never 
any before the minifier and inyfelf was heard to doubt of the truth of it ; which is 
plainly demonfirated upon the landing of every boat : adding further, that every de- 
fign was always for fome end, b'ut here there was no room feu" any, where nothing could 
be propofed j but for the coni rmation of the, whole, they appealed to the cafe of infants 
at the bread, who were likewife yery fubjefl to this cough, but could not be capable of 
aifefling it, and therefore, in their opinion, they were infefled by fuch as lodged in 
their houfes. 'fhere were fcarce young or old in the ifle whom I did not examine 
particularly upon this head, and all agreed in the confirmation of it. They add farther, 
that when any foreign goods are brought thithcr,tthen the cough is of longer duration 
than otherwife. I’hey, remark, that if the fever has been aitiong thofe of the ftew'ard’s 
retinue, though before their arrival there, fome of the inhabitants are infe^lii d with it. 
If any of thd inhabitants of St. Kilda chance to live, tliough but a fhort fpace, in the 
, (lies of Harries, Skie, or any of the adjacent ifles they become raeajgre, .and coutraft fuch 
a.cough, that the giten mult be had, or elfe they mull return to their native foil. This 
giben is more fovereign for removing of coughs, being ufed by many other iflanders 
, lhan thofe of StaKilda. They love to have it frequently in their meat as well as drink, 
which too frequent ufe of it, it is apt to Icfe its virtue it was remarkable, that after ^ 
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this infefited cough w;:s over, we (Irangcrs, and the inhabitants of Si. Kilda, making up 
the number of abi>ut two hundred and fifty, though we had frequently afleinbled upon 
the occafion of divine fervice, yet neither young nor old among us all did fo much as 
once cough more. 

Some thirteen years ago the leprofy broke out among them, and fome of their 
number died by it'; there are two families at prefent labouring under this difeafe. The 
fymptoms of it are, their feet beginning to fail, their appetite declining, their faces be- 
coming too red, and breaking out in jjimpics, a hoar/ciicfs, and their hair falling oft’ 
from their heads, the crown of it cxulcemtes and bliflers, and laftly, their beards grow 
thinner tlian ordinary. 

This dileafc may in a large meafurc? be aferibed to their grofs feeding, and that on 
thofe fat fowls, as the fulmar and the Solan geefe ; the Litter of which they keep for 
the fpace of a whole year, without fait or pepper to preferve them ; thefe they eat roaited 
or boiled. 

One of thefe lepers being with me one day at the Fulmar-rock, importuned me to 
give him a remedy for his difeafe : I began to chide him for his ill diet in feeding fo 
grofsly ; but finding the poor follow ready and implicitly difpofed to do whatever I 
fliould enjoin, I bid him take example from the fulmar, who, they fay, feeds foinedmes 
on forrel : this was a very furprifing advice to him ; but when he confidered that the 
fulmar required forrel to qualify the whale, he was the fooner perfiiaded that his giben 
and goofe might require the fame : I advifed him further, to abftain from the giben and 
fat fowls, which was no fmall trouble to him, for he loved them exceedingly : 1 obliged 
him likewife to mount the hill Conagor, a mile in height, once every mornii^ and 
evening, and he was very careful to comply with thofe injundions for the fpace otthree 
days ; in which fliort time he made fome advances towards recovering his almoft lofl: 
fpeech and appetite, for his throat was pretty nearly ftop^ped up. He continued this 
pradice a week longer, by which means he mended confiderably ; and 1 left him fully 
refolvcd to proceed in this pradice, until he was perfcdly reftored to his former ftate of 
health. I had the occafion to obferve another of thefe lepers rave for fome minutes, 
and when he was recovered to his right mind, he worked at his ordinary employment. 

The inhabitants are Chriftians, and much of the primitive temper, neither inclined to 
enthufiafm nor to Popery. They fwear not the common oaths that prevail in the world ; 
when they refufe or deny to give what is alked of them, they do it with a ftrong afTe- 
veration, which they exprefs emphatically enough in their language to this purpofe : 

You are no more to have it, than if God had forijid it and thus they exprefs the 
higheft degree of paffioh. They do not fo much as name the devil once in their life- 
times. 

They leave oft' working at twelve o’clock on Saturday, as an ancient cuftoni delivered 
down to them from their anceftors, and go no more to it again till Monday morning: 
They believe in God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghoft ; in a future ftate of happi- 
nefs anti mifery, and that all events, whether good or bad, arc pre-determined by God. 
They ufc a fet form of ^prayer at>the hoifting ol their fails : they lie down at night, rife 
again in the morning, and begin their labours always in the name of God. They have 
a notion that fpirits are embodied,* and fancy them^to be locally la rocks, hills, or where- 
ever they liQ;, in an inftant. * • ^ 

Here are three chapels, each of them built with one.end towards the eaft, the other 
towards the well, the altar always placed at the eaft end : the firft of thefe is called 
Chrift Chapel^ near the village ; it is covered and thatched after the manner nf their 
houfes ; there is a brazen crucifix lies upon the altar, not c:!tceed!lng a foot in lengt/i 5 
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the body is completely done, diHiended, and has a crown on, all m the^cync>fied po(lu.i »4 
they have it in great reverence, tltough they pay no kind of adoration ^r worlhip to it; 
nor do they either handle or fee it, except upon the occafiqns of marriage,, artd farearing - 
decifive oaths, which puts an end to all llrife, and both thefe ceremonies are. put^dldy 
performed. . The church>yard is about an hundred paces in circumference,, ^nc^' in 
with a little (lone wall, within which they bury their-dead ; and take care to ,it per^* . 

fe^lly neat, void of any kind of na(linef8, iior fuher their cattle to have any accels to .it* 
The inhabitants, young and old, come to the church-yard every Sunday morning, the 
chapel not bt'ing capacious enough to receive them ; here they devoutly (ay the Lord’s 
Prayer, Creed, and Tea Commandments. 

1 hey obferve the feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, Good-Friday, St. Columba’s Day, 
and that of All Saints ; upon this they tiavc an anniverfary cavalcade, the. number of 
their horfes not exceeding eighteen ; thefe they mount by turns^ having neither faddle 
nor indeed a bridle of any kind, except a rope, whiqh manages the horfe only on one. 
lide ; they ride from the (liore to the hou,re, and when each man has performed his tour, 
the ftow is at an end. I'hcy are very charitable to their poor, of whom there are not 
at prefent above three, and thefe carefully provided fur by this little commonwealth, 
each particular family contributing according to their ability for their neceiSties ; their 
condition is enquired into weekly, or monthly, as their occations fqrve, but more efpe* 
dally at the time of their fdlivals, they flay fome flieep on purpofe to dillribute among 
the poor, with bread proportionable ; they are very charitable likewife to ftrangers in 
diflrefs ; this they had opportunity to expreis to a company of Frenchmen and Spaniards 
who loft their (hip at Rokol in the year iC>86, and came in in a pinnace to St. K^ilda, 
where they were plentifully fupplied with barley-bread, butter, cheefe, Solan geefe, eggs. 
See. Both feamen and inhabitants were barbarians one to another, the inhabitants 
fpeaking only the Iri(h tongue, to which the P'rcnch and Spaniards were altogether 
ftrangers. U]x>n their landing, they pointed to the weft naming Rokol to the inhabit 
tants, and after that they pointed downward with their Anger, (igniting the finking and 
periihing of their velfel { they (hewed them Rokol in the fea map, far weft of St, Kiida. 
This and much more the mafters of thefe (hips told to a prieft in the next illand, who 
underftood French. The inhabitants acquainted me that the pinnace which carried the 
feamen from Rokoi was fo very low, that the crew added a foot height of canvafs round 
it all, and began to work at it upon Sunday ; at which the inhabitants were aftoniihed, 
and being highly diiTatisfled, plucked the hatchets and other inftruments out of their 
hands, and did not reftore them til] Monday morning. 

The inhabitants had occalion to (hew great kindnefs to a boat’s crew that was driven 
from the oppoliteifle S. W., whither they themfelves were driven afterwards, and where 
they were treated with no Icfs civility and kindnefs than the above-mentioned had been 
by them ; fo that it may be faid of them with great juftice, that the^r charity .is as exten- . 
five as the occahons of it. 

The fccond of thefe chapels bears the name of St. Columba, the third of St. Brianan ; . 
both built after the manner of Chrifl’s chapel, having t:hurcb-yayds belonging to them, 
and are a quarter of a milediftant from each other. 

1 hey told me of a (hip that dropppd anchor in th'b mouth of t^e bay the preceding 
year, and that the Lowlanders aboard her were not Chriftians ; I enquired i,f fheir inter* , 
preter, who they faid fpoke bad lri(h, had owned this to be a truth. TJaey anAvered in- the 
segatwe; but that they knew this by their prafticcs, and that in thefe three particulars : 
the iiritwas the working upon Sunday, carrying feveral boats full of (tones aboard £ar , 
the fecond tHas the taking away fome cf their cows without any return Jkm 
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them, a few Irifh copper {neces ; and the third was, the attempt made by them 
to ravlAi iheir-<roineni a prance altogether unknown in St. Kilda, where there has not 
been oneinftance of fornication or adultery for many ages before this time. 1 remem« 
berthoy told me that the bribe offered for debauching the poor women, was a piece of 
broad money, than which there could be nothing lefs charming in a place where the 
inhabitants make no diftinflion betwixt a guinea and a fix pence. 

Their marriages are celebrated after the following manner ; when any two of them 
have agreed to take -one another for man and wife, the officer who prefides over them 
fummons ait the inhabitants of both fexes to Chrid’s chapel, where being affembled, he 
enquires publkkly. if there be any lawful impediment why thefe parties (hould not be 
joined in the bond of matrimony ? And if there be no objedion to the contrary, he then 
enquires of the parties if. they are refolved to live together in weal and woe, &c. After 
their aflent he declares them married perfons, and then defires them to ratify this their 
fblemn promife in the prefence of God and the people, in order to which the crucihx is 
tendered to them, and both put their right haacls upon it, as the ceremony by which 
they fwear fidelity one to another during their life-time. 

Mr. Campbell, the ininilter, married in this manner fifteen pair of the inhabitants on 
the feveoteenth of June, who immediately after their marriage joined in a country dance,, 
with bagpipe for their mufic, which pleafcd them exceedingly. 

They baptize in the following manner : the parent calls in the officer, or any of hia 
noghbours, to baptize his child, and another to be fp'onfor ; he that performs the mini- 
fter*s part being told what the child’s name is to be, fays, “ A. B. I baptife thee to 
your father and your mother, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gholt then 
the fponfor takes the child in his arms, as doth his wife as godmother, and ever after 
this there is a friendfliip between the parent and the fponfor, which is efteemed fo facred 
and inviolable, th^t no accident, how crofs foever, is able to let them at variance, and it 
reconciles fuch as have been at enmity formerly. 

This ifle belongs in property to the laird of Mack-Leod, head of one of the moft an- 
cient families of Scotland ; it is never farmed, but moll commonly bellowed upon fome 
favourite, one of his friends or followers who is called Steward of the Ille. The prefent 
Howard’s name is Alexander Mack-Leod, who pays yearly to his mailer an acknow- • 
ledgment of the various produfls of this ille. This fteward vilits St. Kilda every fum- 
mer, and upon his arrival he and his retinue have all the milk in the ille bellowed on 
them in a treat; there is another beftowod on them upon St. Coliimba’s Day, the fif- 
teenth of June } aiul wc had a lhare of this fecond treat. The Howard’s retinue confifta 
of forty,: fifty, or fixty perfons, and among them, perhaps, the moH meagre inThe parilh 
are carriiJll thither to be recruited with good cheer ; but this retinue is jtiow retrenched, 
as alfo fome of their ancient and unreafonable cxa3ions. 

The He ward lives upon the charge of the inhabitants until the time that the Solan ^ 
geefe are ready to fly, which the inhabitants think long enougli ; the daily allowance 
paid by them is very regularly exaded, with regard to their refpeftive proportions of 
lands and rocks. Thcrij is not a J)arccl of men in the world more fcrupuloufly nice 
and pundilious in maintaining their liberties and properties thhn .thefe are, being molb . 
religioufly fond of their, ancient laws* and ftatutes ; por will they by any gleans confent 
to alteF their firft, though unrcafonable, conHitutious ; and we had a pregnant inltaqpe • 
of this their genius fer preferving their ancient cu Homs ; •they have unchangeably con< 
tinned, their firlt and ancient incafures, as the m^le, amir, and cubit : this maile contains 
ten pecks ; the tmir, which they at prefent make ufe of, is probably the Hebrew 
which eottt^ near two pecks ; the cubit,, or in their language, lav/keile, i. e. an hand .* 
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of wood, is the diftance from the elbow to the fingers’ ends j this they only ufc in meafur- 
mg their boats : the amir, or rather half-amir, as they call it, is coinpofed of thin boards, 
and, as they acknowledge, has been ufed thefe fuurfcore years j in which traft of time it 
is confiderably fallen fliort of the meafure of which it was at firft, which they themfelvcs 
do not altogether deny ; the fteward, to compenfate this loft, pretends to a received 
cufioin of adding the hand of him that tneafures the com to the amir fide, holding fome 
of the barley above the due meafure, which tfie inhabitants complain of as unreafonable : 
tlie fteward, to fatisfy them, offered to refer the debate to Mr. Campbell’s decifion and 
mine, they themfelves being to propofe their objeftions, and two of his retinue, who 
were well Ikilled in the cuftoms of the place, in the time of fome of the former ftewards 
being appointed to anfwer them, and he promifed that be would acquiefee in the decU 
fion, though it ftiould prove to his prejudice ; but th(?y would.pot alter that meafure if 
Mack-Leod did not pprelsly command it, being perfuaded that he could not attempt to 
do fo, as his and their anceftors had had it in fuch elteem for fo many ages. So great 
was their concern for this amir, that they unanimoufly dctei jnined to fend the officer 
as envoy, according to the ancient cullom, to reprefent their cafe to Mack-Leod j this was 
the refult of a general council, in which the mailer of every family has a vote fince 
evei7 family pays this officer an amir of barley per annum to maintain his charader. 

This officer as fuch, is obliged to adjuft the refpedlive proportions of lands, grafs, and 
rocks, and what elfe could be claimed by virtue of the laft tack or leafe, which is never 
longer than for three years, condefeended to by the fteward ; nay, he is obliged always 
to difpute with the fteward for what is due to any of them, and never to give over until 
he has obtained his demand, or put the fteward into fuch a paflion, that he gives the 
officer at Icaft three ftrokes with his cudgel upon the crown of his head, which is the 
utmoft that is required of him by their ancient cufloms. I faid to the officer who gave 
me this account, what if the fteward fhould give him but one blow ? he anfwered that 
the inhabitants would not be fatisfied if he did not fo far plead as to irritate the fteward 
to give both a fecond«and a third : I had the farther curiofity to enquire of the fteward 
himfelf if he was wont to treat the officer in this manner ; who anfwered, that it was an 
ancient cuftom, which in his fliort time he had not had occafion to praclife ; but if he 
fhould, he would not confine himfelf to the number of three blows, if the officer fhould 
prove indifereet. 

The fteward bellows fome acres of land upon the officer for ferving him and the in- 
habitants ; he gives him likewife the bonnet worn by himfelf upon his going out of the 
ifland; the fteward’s wife leaves with the officer’s wife the kercher or head-drefs worn 
by herfelf,*and fhe bellows likewife upon her an ounce of indigo. Ihe fteward has a 
large cake of barley prefented to him by the officer at every meal, and it muft>te made 
fo large as lhall be fulficient to ftiisfy three- men at a time/ and by way of eminence it 
is baked in the form of a triangle, and furrowed twice rounds the officer is likewife 
obliged to furnilli the .fteward with mutton or beef to his. dinner every, Sunday during 
his refidence in the ifland. ° 

Notwitbftanding thefe reciprocal ads of kindnefti this officer niuft be allowed to go 
in quality of an envoy to Mack-Leod againft the fteward upon extraordinary occafions, 
if the commonwealth have any griyvances to redrbfs, as that o£the amir now depend- 
HijT ; "but the commiffion given him is limited, the whole boat’s crew being joined in 
couunifilon with him, and are. a check upon him, left his dependence upon the fteward 
might be apt to bias him. He makes his entry very fubmiffively, taking off his bonnet 
at a great diftance when he appears in ^.ack•Le,od’s prefence, bowing his head and hand 
low near to the gAjund, his retinue doing the like behind him one after another, mak- 
ing* 
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tnff, as it wer^, a chain ; this bemR their manner of walking both at home and abroa*J, 
for they walk not abregfl: as others do | and in making their purchafe among the rocks,, 
one leads the van, and the reft follow. 

The number of people inhabiting this ifle at prefent is about one hundred and eighty, 
who in the fteward’s abfence are governed by one Donald Mack-Gill-Colm, as thtir 
mijrct which imports an officer. This officer was anciently chofen, or at leafl approved 
of, by the people, before the fteward fettled him in his office, but now the llcwards have 
the nomination of him abfolutely ; he is prefident over them in all thtir debates, takes 
care that the lots be managed impartially, that none to whofe (hare they fall may have 
caufe to repine, whether it be for the fteward’s fcrvice, or that of the commonwealth. 
The life of the lots, together with the crucifix, do mightily contribute to their peace and 
quiet, keeping every one within his proper bounds. It muft needs be a very odd cafe 
indeed that falls not within the compafs of cither of thefe two to determine. When 
any cafe happens which does nt-t fall under the decifion of lots, and it is capable of 
being decided only by the oath of the parties, then the crucifix muft determine the mat- 
ter ; and if it fhould prove to be a cafe of the higheft importance, any of them are at 
liberty to refer it to his neighbour’s oath, without any fufpicion of perjury, provided 
the ceremony of touching the crucifix with their right hand be obferved j ami this is 
always publicly performed. 

If any man Is guilty of beating his neighbour, he is liable to a fine not exceeding the 
value of two (hillings fterling ; if any has beat his neighbour fo as to draw blood from 
him, he is liable to a fine, not exceeding four and fixpence. Thefe crimes are com- 
plained of by the officer to the fteward upon his arrival, who either exafts the whole, 
or difpenfes with the fines, as he judge’s convenient for their future quiet and peace. 

They have only one com inou kiln, which ferves them ali by turns, as the lots fall to 
their (hare ; he whofe lot happens to be laft docs not refent it at all. 

The officer, by virtue ot his place, is obliged through a point of honour to be the firfl 
that lands in the leflfer ifl.’S and rocks, from whence they carry tlfeir fowls and eggs, and 
not without fome trouble too. 'I'his notion of honour expofes him to frequent dangers ; 
and perhaps, it may not be unpleafant to deferibe it as I have feen it praftifed ; and it is 
thus : when they come as near to the rock as they think may confift with the fafety of 
the boat, which is not a little toffed by the raging of the fta, thofe, whofe (urn it is, are 
employed with poles to keep olf the boat, which is in great danger, in avgard of the vio- 
lence of the waves beating upon the rock, and they are to watch the opportunity of the 
calmed wajte ; upon the firli appearance of which the officer jumps out upon the rock ; 
if there may be any app.irent danger he tics a rope about his middle, with one end of 
it (aliened to the boat j if he has landed fafe, he then fixes his teei in a fecure place, and 
by the afiiftance of this rope draws up all Hje crew to him, except thofe whofe turn it is 
to look after the boa* ; but if in jumping our he falls into the fca, as his misfortune is 
to do foinetimes, he is drawn into the boat again by that part of the rooe that is fo faften- 
cd to it, and then the next, whole turn it is, muft try his luck, the officer after his fall 
being fuppofed to be fufficiently fatigued, fo that he is not obliged to adventure his per- 
fon again to a I'ccond hazard upon this occafion, cl'pecially as he ^ expofial to the greateft: 
danger ihqt offers upon their landing when they return back again to t|je ifle, where the 
fea often rages, he being obliged then by virtue of his office to flay in the boat, aftef the 
whole crew are.latided, where he muft continue employing his pole, until the boat be 
either brought fafe to land, or fplit upon the rocks. 

They furnifli themfelves with ropes to carry them through the more inaweffible* rocks ; 
of thefe ropes there are only three iA the whole ifland, each of them twenty-four fa* 
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ttioms in length y and tbeyai^-ehher knit tbgethiar and’l^gtliKiifed hy tyfhg theone to 
the other, or nfed fepamtely as occalion requires; the chief thing n^oh urbich the 
ftrength of thKe ropes depends, is cow^s hides falted,' and cut out in one long pitsce ; 
this they twill round the ordinary rope of hemp, which fecUresit from beln^ Cut by the 
rocks : they join fometimes at the lower end two ropes, one of which they ne about the 
middle of one climber, and another about the middle of another, that thefe may affift 
one axiother in cafe of a fall ; but the misfortune is, that fometimes the one happens to 
pull down the other, and fo both fall into thefea ; but if they efcape, as theycommonly 
do of late, they get an incredible number of eggs and fowls. 

The ropes belong to the commonwealth, and are not to be ufed without the general 
confcnt ; the lots determine the time, place, and perfons for ufing them ; they get toge- 
ther in three days a much greater number of fowls and eggs than their boat is able to 
carry away, and therefore what is over and above they le-ave behind in their Hone pyra- 
mids : they catch their fowls with gins made of horle-hair, rhefe are tied to the end of 
their filhing-rods, with which the fowlei% creep through the rocks indifcernably, putting 
the noofe over their heads and about their necks, and fo draw them indantly ; they ufe 
likewife hair gins Which they fet upon plain locks, both the ends fallened by a llone, 
and fo catch forty or fifty a day with them. 

'Fhe inhabitants, I mult tell you, run no fmall danger in quell of thefe fowls and eggs, 
infomuch that I fear it would be thought an hyperbole to relate the inacceiriblenefs, 
fteepiiefs, and height, of thofe formidable rocks which they venture to climb. 1 myfelf 
have feen fome of them climb up the comer of a rock w'ith their backs to it, making 
ufe only of their heels and elbows, without any other alllllance ; and they have this 
way acquired a dexterity in climbing beyond any I ever yet faw ; neceflity has made 
them apply themfelves to this, and cullonx has perfe^ed them in it ; fo that it is become 
familiar to them almolt from their cradles, the young boys at three years old begin to 
climb the walls of houfes : their frequent difeourfes of climbing, together with the fa- 
tal end of feveral in the exercife of it, is the fame to them, as that of lighting and killing 
is with foldiers, and is become as familiar and lefs formidable to them, than otherwife 
certunly it would be. I faw two young men, to whofe lhare the lots fell in June laft, 
for taking the nell of a hawk, which was in a high rock above the fea, bringing home 
the hawks in a few' minutes, without any afliftance at all. 

Their dogs are likewife very dexterous in climbling and bringing out from their holes 
thofe fowls which build their nells far underground, fuch as the feraber, pulBnet, &c. 
which they carry in their teeth tc^ their mafters, letting them fall upon therground be- 
fore them, though alleep. 

The inhabitants fpeak the Irilh tongue only ; they exprefs themfelves flowly but per- 
^nently, and have the fame language with thofe of Harries and other illes, who reiflin 
the Irim in its purity. • 

Their habit anciently was of Iheeplkins, which has been worn by feveral of the inhabi- 
tants now living ; the men at this day wear a fbort, doublet reaching to their waile, 
about that a double plait of plaid, both ends joined together with the bone of a fulmar; 
this plaid reaches no further than their knees, and is above the wailt girt with a leather 
belt ; ijtey wear caps of the fame colour and lhape with the capuchins, hut Ihorter; 
and>on Sundays they wear bonnets ; fome of late have got breeches, they dre made wide 
and open at the knees; they (rear cloth llockings,. and go without Ihoes in fummer; 
their lather kdreifed with the roots of tormentil. 

nie womra wear upon their beads a Ihten drefs, (Irait before, and drawing to a fmall 
pdint behind bebw the fhoulders, a foot and an half in length, and a lock of about fixty 
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hairs banking down each cheek, to their breafts, the lower end tied with a knot ; th !r 
plaid, which is the upper garment, is fadencd upon their breads with a l.irge. round 
buckle of brafs in form of a circle ; the buckles anciently worn by the ftewaru’s w ix'i s 
wiere of filver, but ihe prelient fteward’s wife makes no ufe of ei her this drefs or burkh. 
The women inhabi ing ihw ifle wear no Ihoes nor (lockings in the fuimncr-iime ; th^ ir 
ordinary and only (hoes are made of the necks of Solan geefe, which they cut above the 
eyes, the crown of the head ferves for the heel, the whole (kin being cut clofe at the 
bread, which end being (owed, the foot enters inro i% as into a piece of narrow dock« 
ing ; this (hoe docs not lad above five days, and if the downy fide be next the ground, 
then not above three or four ; however, there are plenty of them, fome ihoufands 
being caiched, or, as they term it, (lolen every March. 

Both fexes wear coarfe flannel (hirts, which they put off when they go to bed ; they 
thicken their deaths upon flakes, or mats of hay twilled and woven together in fmall 
ropes ; they work hard at this employment, firft making ufe of their hands, and then 
of their feet ; when they are at this work, they commonly fing the whole time, one of 
their number a£ling the part of a ppme chantrefs, w'hora all the reft follow. 

They place the faces of their dead towards the eaft when they bury them, bewail their 
relations excclTively, and upon thefe occafions make doleful fongs, which they call la- 
ments. Upon the news of the late Mack-Leod*s death, they abandoned their houfes, 
and mourned two days in the fields. They kill a cow, or a (beep, before the inter- 
ment, unlefs it be in the fpring, when this ceremony is, on account of the cattle being 
at that time poor and lean, deferred till they become fat. 

Their ordinary food is barley and fome oat-bread baked with water ; they eat all the 
fowl already deferibed, being dried in their ftone-houfes, without any fait or fpice to 
preferve them ; and all their beef and mutton is eat fre(h, ^fter the fame manner they 
ufe the giben, or fat of their fowls } this giben is by daily experience found ta be a 
fovereign remedy for healing of green wounds ; it cured a cancer in an inhabitant of 
the ifle of Lewis, and a fillula in one Nicholfon of Sky, in St. Mary's pari(h ; this 
was performed by John Mack-Lean, furgeon, there ; they boil the fea-plants, dulfe and 
(lake, melting the giben upon them inftead of butter, and upon the roots of filver- weed 
and dock boiled, and alfo with their feurvy-grafs (loved, which is very purgative, and 
is here of an extraordinary breadth. They ufe this giben with their fi(h, and it is be- 
come the common vehicle that conveys all their food down their throats. They are 
undone for want of fait, of which as yet they are but little fenfible ; they ufe no fet 
times for their meals, but are determined purely by their appetites. 

They ufe only the alhes of fea-ware for faking their cheefe, and the fliorteft only, 
which grows in the rocks, is ufed by tliein ; that being reckoned the mildeft.. 

Their drink is water or whey commonlyN they brew ale but rarely, ufing the juice 
of nettle-roots, which they put in a di(h with a little barley-meal dough ; thefe fowens^ 
/f. e. flummery,) being blended together, produce yeft, which puts their wort into a 
ferment and makes good ale, whicji, when drank plentifully of, generally difpofes them 
to dance merrily. * ... 

They preferve the Solan geefe in,their pyramids for the fpace of a y^ar^ flitting them 
down the back, for thby have no f;\U to keep them* with. 'Lhey have built above five 
hundred of tfiefe (lone pyramids for their fowls, eggs, &c. • 

We made particular inquire after the number of Sol&n geefe confumed by each fa- 
mily in the yeai; before we canie there, and it amounted in the whole to twentyf-two 
thoufand (^ hundred, which, they faid^was lefs than the ordinary ni\pber, a great many^ 
being loft by the badnefStOf the' feafon, and the great current into which they are* 
.VOL. ni, ' . obliged 
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obliged to be thrown when taken, the rock being of fo extraordinary a hdght, that they 
cannot reach the boat. 

There is one boat fixteen cubits long, which ferves the whole commonwealth j it is 
very curioufly divided into apartments proportionable to their lands and rqcks ; every 
individual has his 1‘pace didinguiflied to a hair’s breadth, which his neighbour cannot 
encroach fo much as to lay an egg upon it. 

Every partner in fuininer prouJes a large turf to cover his fpace of the boat, thereby 
defending it from the violence of the iiin, which (in its meridian height) rcUccts molt 
vehemently Irom the fea, and rock upon which the boat lies; at the drawing it up, 
both fexes are employed in pulling a long tope at the fore end; they are determined 
in uniting their Itrenglh by the crier, who is thcretorc excepted from his (hare in the 
labour. 

There is but one 11 cel and tinder-box In all this commonwealth ; the owner whereof 
fails not upon t ver occaiion to llrikc fire in the Idler illes, to go there, and t'xaft three 
eggs, or one of the lefier fowls from eadt man as a rew'ard for his fervice ; this by them 
is called the fire-penny, and this capitation is very uneafy to them ; I bid them try their 
cryftal witli their knives, which when they faw it produced fire, they were not a little 
allonifhed, and at the fame time acculing their own ignorance, conlidering the quantity 
of cryftal growing under the rock of their coaft. This difeovery has delivered them 
from the fire-penny tax, and they are now no longer liable to it. 

They have likevvife a pot-penny tax, which is exacted in the fame manner as the fire- 
penny was, but is much more reafbnable ; for the pot is carried to the inferior illes for 
the public ufe, and is in hazard of being broken ; fo that the owners may juftly exad 
Upon this fcore, fince any may venture his pot when he pleafes. 

When they have beftow«d Ibme hours in fowling about the rock, and caught a com- 
petent number, they fit down near the face of it to refrefli thcmfelves, and in the mean 
time they fingic out the fatteft of their fowls, plucking them bare, which they carry 
home to their wives or fwcethearts, as a great prefent, and it is always accepted very 
kindly from them, and could not indeed well be otherw'ife, without great ingratitude, 
feeing thefc men ordinarily expofe thcmfelves to great danger, if not to the liazard of 
their lives, to procure thole prefents for them. 

In the face of the rock, fouth from the town, is the famous ftone, known by the name 
of the Miftrefs-Stone ; it rcfcmbles a door cxaftly, and is in tlie very front of this rock, 
which is twenty or thirty fathom perpendicular in height, the figure of it being dif- 
cernible about the dillance of a hiile : upon the lintel of this door, every bacheior- 
wocr is, by an ancient cuftom, obliged in honour to give a fpeciincn of his alfcilion for 
the love of his miftrefs, and it is thus: he is to ft raid on his left foot, having the one 
,half of it over the rock, he then draws the-Vight foot towards the left, and in this pof- 
ture, bowing, puts both his fifts further out to the right foot ; a'ftcr he has performed 
this, he has acquired ho fniall reputation, being ever aftet accounted worthy the fineft: 
woman in the world : they firmly believe this achievement is always attended with the 
defired fuccefs. 

This being the cuftdm of the place, one of the I'nhabitants very gravely d; fired me 
to let him know the time limited by me for trying this piece of gallantry.belbre I de*- 
figiJcd to leave the place, that he might attend me : I told him the performance would 
have a quite contrary elfed upon me, by robbing me both of my Hie and miftrefs at the 
fame moiiieiit, bin ne was of a contrary opinion, and infilled on the good fortune at- 
fendiiig it ; but 1 mult cunfefs all his argumci^ts were too weak to make me attempt 
the experiment. 

‘ ^ lihc 
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They talce their mcafuros in goinj' to the kflor iflantis from iho appearaneo*of the 
heavons ; for when it is clear or cloudy in fuch a quarter, it is a prognoftic of wind or 
fair weather ; and v/lien the waves arc high on the e<i(l point of the bay, it is an infal* 
lible fign of a florin, cfpccially if they ajipear very white, even though the weather bo 
at that time crdui. 

If the waves in the bay make a noife as they break before their beating upon tlie flinre, 
it is an infallible forerunner of a wefl wind; if a black cloud appears above the fouth 
fide of the bay, a fouth wind follows fome hours aftiTwards. It is obfe ’ ed of the fea 
betwixt St. Kiida and the ides Lewis;, Harries, &c, that it rages more w'itli a north wind, 
than when it blows from any other quarter. And it is likewife obferved to be lefs raging 
with the foutli wind than any other. 

They know’ the lime of the d.'.y by the motion of the fun from one hill or rock to 
another ; upon cither of thefe the fun is obferved to appear at diflerent limes ; and 
when the Am does not appear, they meafurc the day by the ebbing and flowing of the 
fea, which they can tell e.xaflly, tliough they Jljoiild not fee the fhore for fome days 
together ; their knowledge of the tides depends upon the changes of the moon, which 
they are likewife very exact in obferving. 

They ufe for their diverfion Ihort clubs and balls of wood ; the fand is a fair field for 
this fport and exercife, in which they take great pleafure, and arc very nimble at it ; they 
play for eggs, fowl, hooks, or tobacco ; and fo eager are they for victory, that they 
ftrip themfelves to their fliirts to obtain it : they ufe fwiinining and diving, and are very 
expert in both. 

The women have their aflTcmblies in the middle of the village, where they difeourfe of 
their affairs, in the mean time employing their diftafi', and fpinning in onler to make 
their blankets ; they fing and jefl: for diverfion, and in their ^vay underftand poctiw, and 
make verfes. Both men and women are very courteous ; as often as they pafled by 
us every day, they faluted us with their ordinary compliment of “ God fave you each 
of them making their refpetfive curtfies, • 

Both foxes have a great inclination to novelty ; and, perhaps, any thing may be 
thought new with them that is but different from their way of managing land, cattle, 
fowl, &c. A pared of them were always attending the miniflcr and rne, admiring our 
habit, behaviour, &c. In a word, all w’c did or faid was wonderful in their efteem ; 
but above all, writing was moft aflonifliing to them : they cannot conceive how it is 
poffible for ’any mortal to exprefs the conceptions of his mind in fuch black cliaradcrs 
upon white paper. Aft^r they had with admiration. argued upon this Aibjeci;, I told 
them, that within the coinpafs of two years or lefs, if they pleafed, they might cafily be 
taught to read and write, but they were* not of the opinion that eitlier of them could be 
obtained, at leaft by them in an age. 

The officer, in his embaffy in July laft, travelled fo far as to land on the continenf 
next to Sky, and it was a long journey for a native of St. iCilda, for fcarce any of the 
inhabitants have ever had the opportunity of travelling fo far into the world. 

They obferved many wonderfuf tilings in the courfe of their travels ; and think Mack- 
Leod’s family is equivalent to that ojF an imperial court, and b&litye the King alone to be 
fuperior to Jtiim : they fay his lady wore fo ftrange a lowland drefs, |hat it was im- 
poffible for tfcfcm to deferibe it ; they admired glafs windows hugely, and a looking-glafs 
to them was a prodigy ; they were amazed when they*faw hangings covering a ihTck 
wall of (lone and lime, and condemned it as vain and fuperfluous. 

They reckon' the year, quarter, and month, as in Gre-at Britain. ^ They comphte the 
feveral periods of time by,the lives of 2he proprietors and Itewanis, of whefe- greatell* 
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aftions they have a tradition, of which they difcourfe with as great fatisiadkni as any 
hiftoriati refieding on the Caifars, or greateft generals in the world. 

They account riding one of the greateft of eartiily grandeurs, and told me with a 
flrange admiration, that hIack'I.eod travelled not on foot, as they fuppofed all other 
men did, and that they had fecn fcveral horfes which were kept on purpofe for him to 
ride upon. 

One of their number landing in the ifle of Harries, enquired who was the pro- 
prietor of thofe lands ? Ihcy told him that it was Mack-Leod ; which did not a 
little raife his opinion of him. This man afterwards, when he was in the illc of Sky, 
and Iiad travelled fomo miles there, one day ftanding upon an eminence, and looking 
round about, fancied he faw a great part of the world, and then aiked to whom thoft; 
lands belonged ? and when one of the company had acquainted him, that Mack*Lcod 
was mailer of thofe lands alfo, the St. Kilda man, lifting up his eyes and hands to hea- 
ven, cried out with admiration, “ O mighty prince, who art mafter of fuch vaft terri- 
tories This he exprefled fo emphatically in the Irifli language, that the faying from 
that time became a proverb whenever any body would exprefs a greatnefs and pleni- 
tude of power. 

One of the things they admired moft was the growth of trees ; they thought the 
beauty of the leaves and branches admirable, and how they grew to fuch a height above 
plants, was far beyond their conception : one of them, much aftonilhed^ told me that 
the trees pulled him back as he travelled through the woods and they refolved once 
to carry fome few of them on their backs to their boats, and take them to St. Kilda, 
but, upon fecond thoughts, the length of the journey, being through the greateft part 
of the ifle of Sky, deterred them from this undertaking, for though they excel others 
in ftrength, they are yet bu| bad travellers on foot, being fo much unufed to it. 

One of their number travelling in the ifle of Sky to the fouth part of it, thought this a 
prodigious journey ; and feeing in the oppofite continent the fliire of Invernefs, divided 
from Sky only by a narrow fea, inquired of the company if that was the border of 
England. 

One of the St. Kilda men, after he had taken a pretty large dofe of aqua-vitat ^ttd was 
become very heavy with it, as he was falling into a fleep, and fancying it to be his laft, 
exprefled to his companions the great fatisfaflion he had in meeting with fuch an eafy 
paflage out of this world j “ For (faid he) it is attended with no kind of pain.** In 
iliort, their opinion of foreign objefts is as remote from the ordinary fentiments of other 
men, as they are themfelves fronv all foreign converfe. 

I muft not omit acquainting the reader, that the account given of the failor’s rude- 
nefs to the inhabitants has created great prejudices in them againft feamen in general j 
and, though I endeavoured to bring them ^ito fome good opinion of them, it will not 
\>c improper to fpeak of the terms upon which the inhabitants are refolved to receive 
ilrangcrs. They will. admit .of no number exceeding ten, and they too muft be un- 
armed, or the inhabitants will oppofe them with all their might ; but if any number not 
exceeding the above, come peaceably, and with goo8 deflgns,! they may expofl water 
and Are gratis, and wl^t blfe the place affords on the eafleft terms in the world. 

The inhabitants of St. Kilda are much happier than the generality of mankind, being 
alipoft'the only people in the world who feel the fweetnefe of true libeity : what the' 
condition of the people in the golden age is feigned by the poets to be, that theirs really! 
is, I'mean, in innocence and flmplicity, purity, mutual love and cordial friendlhip, free 
from (blicitous cares, and anxious covetoufnefs ; from envy, deceit, add diffimulation y 
‘ from ambition an^ pride, and the confequeflees that attend them. They are altd. 
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gether ignorant of the vices of foreigners, and governed by the diftates of reafon and 
Chridianityt as it was firft delivered to them by thole heroic fouls whofe aeal moved 
them to undergo danger and trouble to plant religion here in one of tlie reniotclt cur- 
ners of the world. 

There is this only wanting to make them the happied people in this habitable globe, vli:, 
that they thcinfclvcs do not know how happy they are, and how much they arc above 
the avarice and flavery of the reft of mankind. Their way of living makes them con- 
temn gold and filver, as below the dignity of human nature ; they live by the munifi- 
cence of Heaven, and have no defigns upon one another, but fuch as are purely fug- 
gefted by judice and benevolence. 

There being about thirty of the inhabitants one day together in the iflo Soa, they 
efpied a man with a grey civat and plaid, in a fliirt, fioating on the fea upon his belly, 
and faw likewile a mall pecking at his neck ; this viliun contiiiucd above a quarter of 
an hour, and then difappeared } but (hortly after, one of the fpeclators chanced to fall 
into the fea, and, being drowned, refemhled the forewarning vilion in all things, and 
the mall was alfo feen upon his neck } this was told me tjy the iteward fume years be- 
fore, and afterwards was confirmed to me by luch as were themrelveseve-witneir.‘s of it. 

None of the inhabitants pretended to the fccoad light, except Roderick the itnpollor, 
and one woman, and llie told her neighbours, that Ihe law, lome weeks before our 
coming, a boat (different from that of the ftewarU) with iome ilraugers in it, drawing 
near to their ifle. 

An Account of one Roderick, fuppofed to have hadC nvcrfatinn. with a familiar Spirit, and 
pretending to be fent by St. John the Baptji, with n..w Jieveiatio.a a.iJ Di/coverics. 

AF'IF.R cur landing, the minifter and I, according to our firft refi>'ution, examined 
the inhabitants apart concerning the new pretended religion delivered to thcUi by their 
falfe prophet. * 

All of them, young as well as old, both men and women, unanimoufly agreed in the 
following account : they heartily congratulated the minilter’s arrival, and at the fame 
time declared their abhorrence of the impoftor’s delufions, and with rep^’ated inftanccs 
begged for the L<ird’s fiike that he might Jje for ever removed out of the ifle. 

This impoflor is a comely, well-proportioned fellow, red-haired, and exceeding all thd 
inhabitants of St. Kilda in ilrength, cli • bing, &c. He is illiterate, and under the 
fame circumllances with kis companions: tor he had dot fo much as the advantage of 
ever feeing Rny of the Weftern Ifles ; ^^11 his converfation being with the fteward’S 
retinue only, who were as ignorant of Ictte^j as himfcif. 

In the eigliteenth year of his age, he too^the liberty of going to fifh on a Sunday 
praflice altogether unknown in St. Kilda); and he afterts, that in his return homeward 
a man in a low land drefs, /. e. a cloak and hat, appeared to him upci.'. the road ; at this 
unexpefted meeting, Roderick fcll,flat on the ground in great dilorder ; the man de^ 
fired him not to be furpnfed at his prefence, for that he wa^ John the Baptift imme- 
diately come from heaven with good tidings to the inhabitants of that p'ace, who had 
been for a long time kept in ignorance and error ; ‘that he had comniilGon to itiftruft 
Roderick in the law^ of heaven for the edification of his neighbours : Roderick 
fw.red. that he Was no way qualified for fo great a* charge; but the pretended 
Baptift defired him to be of good courage, for that he would inftantly make him capable 
Iqr lus miftion} and then delivered to hiip. the following fchcinc, in which Roderick fo , 
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mixed the laudable cuRoms of the church with his own diabolical inventions, that it 
becanic impofliblc tor fo ii;;norant a people, to diftinguith the one trom the other. 

The firtl and principal command he impofed upon them, was that of the Friday’s fall, 
which he enjoined with fuch Itiiclnefs, a;- not to allow (mo of them to tafte any kind 
of food before night, no, not fo much as a fnuif of tobacco, which they love extremely ; 
this bare faft, without any religious oxercife attending it, was the firlt badge and cogni- 
zance of his followers. He pcrfuadetl the people, that fomemf their deceafed neigh- 
bours were nominated faints in heaven, and advocates for thofe who lurvivtd ; he told 
them, every one had his refpeeVive advocate ; that the anniverfary of ewry faint was to 
be commemorated by every peifon under whole tutelage he was reputed to be*. And 
this is obferved by treating the neighbours with a pUmliful entertainment of beef or 
mutton, fowls, &c. the impoftor himfedf being ever the chief guefl at the fcaft ; from 
whence a (hare of the provifion was punftually fent to his wife and children ; the num- 
ber of flicep ordinarily confumed on thefe occafiens was proportionable to the ability of 
him that beftowed them. * 

He impofed likewife feveral penances which they were obliged to fubmit to, under 
pain of being expelled from the fociety of his congregation, which he pretended to be 
rounded upon no lefs authority than that of St. John the Baptift, and threatened to in- 
flift the fevereft judgments upon thofe who fliould prove refractory, and not obey 
his injunctions. 

The ordinary penance he impofed upon them, wms making them Rand in cold wa- 
ter, without any regard to the feafon, during his plcafurc ; and if there were more of 
them upon whom this feverity was to be infliCted, they were to pour cold water upon 
one another’s heads till they had fatisfied his tyrannical humour. This diabolical feverity 
was evidence enough, that he was fent by him who is the ** father of lies, and was a mur- 
derer from the beginning.’* 

He commanded that every family fhould flay a fliccp upon the threfliold of their doors, 
but a knife mufl not fo much as touch it ; he would have them only make ufc of their 
crooked fpadcs for their inflruments to kill them with ; for which, if duly confidcred, 
there is nothing more improper, the edge with which he commanded the fhcep’s neck 
fo be cut being alnioll half an inch thick. Now this was to be done in the evening, 
and if cither young or old had tafted a bit of the meat of it that night, the equivalent 
number of fhcep were to be llain the followirig day, after the former manner. 

He forbid the ufe of the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, and inflead 
of them preferibed diabolical forms of his own. His prayers and rhapfo:Ucal forms 
were often blended with the. names of God, our blelTed Saviour, and the immaculate 
Virgin ; he ufed the Irifti word pbcrftchin, i. cC verles, which is not known in St. Kilda, 
nor in the north- weft ifles, except to i'ucfi as can re=.d the Iriflj tongue. But w'hat 
Teemed moft remarkable in his obfeure prayers, was his mentioning Eli, with the cha- 
racter of our preferver. He ufed feveral unintelligible words in his devotions, of which 
he could not tell the meaning himfelf ; faying only that he had received them implicitly 
from St. John the Baptift, and delivered them before his hearers without any ex- 
plication. , ’ , 

He tai^ht the women a devout hymn, which he called the Virgin Mary’s, as font 
frpm her ; this hymn was never delivered iq public, but always in a private houfe, or 
fome remote place, where no l*yc could fee them but that of heaveh ; he perfuaded the 
innocent women that it was of fuch merit and efficacy, that any one who was able to 
repeat it by hearty would not die in child-bearing } and every 'Womad paid a Iheep to 
' jAe unpbftor for teaching her the hymn. 

The 



martin’s VOYAOB to 8T. ku.oa. 


. 727 

The place and manner of u-achin;; this hytnu aironii^d him a fur opportunity if de- 
bauchii ^ many of the fmiplc women ; and this luaie of their luimhcr acknowledged to 
the minider and me upim exatpin itinn. 

He preferibed to ail his auditory long rhymes, which he called pfalms; thefe he or- 
dinarily fuiig at his t-hapi'odical preachment v. 

He endeavoured to alter the ciunmoii way of burying, viz, in placing the faces of the 
dead to the eait, and wouhPhave perfuade*' ihom to place them 10 the louth, and that 
he might prevail the more with them fo to do, he let the bodies of tliole of his own fa- 
mily who happened to tiie in that pofition : hut the iuhabhants would never follow his 
example in this, but continued their fonm'r praflice. 

He peifuaded the women, that if in all things tin y complied with his new revelation, 
they lliould he undoubtedly carried to heaven, and that in their journey thither titey were 
to pafs through the firmament riding upon vvliko horl’os. Thefe and many inore.fuch 
whims he impofed upon the people, of which this is a Ihort abftraft. 

Tliis unhappy fellow, to confecrate his eiiterpyze, pitched upon a little rfing fpot of 
ground, which he called John the Baptill’s Bulli, upon which hefaid thefe oracles were 
delivered to him. This bulh was from lliai time forward believed to be holy ground, 
and mull not be trod upon by any of their cattle j if by chance one of them happen to 
touch it, it was forthwith to be flain and eaten by Roderick and the owners ; and if any 
proved refractory, and were refidved to fpan' their cattle, a inoft dreadful cominination 
was ifliied out agaiull them, of being thenceforward excluded from any further fellow- 
fliip with liini, until they Ihoiild acknowledge their faults, and comply with his luxurious 
defires, which to difobey he made them believe wa«> damnable. It was reckoned mcru 
torious for any body to reveal tl.ofc who had trani’greil'ed the orders given by him. 

I'his impoltor continued forfeveral years without controul, to delude thele innocent 
well meaning people, until at Lift his villainous defign upon tne women was found out, 
which he intended to accompllfii under the inalk of the devout hymn he taught them, 
and was firft difeovered by the oilicer’s wife, who the impollor firij made a profelyte of 
to his falfe dodlrincs, and after that would have dcbauclied her from her conjugal fidelity. 
This woman was (b heroically virtuous, as to communicate his lewd defign to her huf- 
band, who ordered the matter fo as to be in a room hard by at the time he fuppofed 
Roderick w'ould be coming, where he continued till this letclier began to carefs his wife, 
and then he thought himfclf obliged feafonably to appear to her refeue, and boldly re- 
proved tile impoltor for his wicketl praditos, which were fo widely contrary to his pro- 
itiiion, and that upon the vvliole it appeared he had no ^rue million. 

The im|)ollor was very ‘much furpiifod at this unexpected and fatal difappointment, 
wliich put him into an extreme clifoi'der,*Hdemuch that he alked the officer’s pardon, 
acknowledged his crime, and promiled nt’^r to attempt the like again. The officer 
continued to upbraid him, ti lling him he was inlligatcd by the devil ; that innocence and • 
chaility were always the ellecls of true religion, and that the contrary practices wore 
countenanced only by falle prophets; and that now no other proof was wanting of his 
being a notorious deceiver : howevir the impollor s great reputation prevailed with the 
officer to patch up a friendlhip, for the continuance of whichihe condefeended to be 
Roderick’s Iponfor at the baptifm of one ol iiis childfen ; of which* ceremony an account 
has been givi^: when there is no opportunity of 'oeing fponfor to eacH otheiji Rnd it 
is thought neceflkry >0 enter into bonds of friendlhip at b*ptifin, the inhabitants of ttfc 
weltcru iiles fupply this ceremony by tailing a drop of each other’s blood. , 

.Nptwithftandiiig the*friei»dihip thus patched up between the officer and Roderick, 
the latter’s mifearriages got air, which athninillercd occafioii to the nwJll thinking among 

them 
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tT\cm*io doubt much of his tniflion ; his father, who was/t^ie^ted a rery honefl: man, 
toH him frcqu< ntlj that he wsas a deceiver, and would com^ to a tatal end. F<ir this im. 
pod or once proplu fi<<l that one of the inhabitants (who'fe name I have h ard) (huuld 
be Villed in a battle, to he fought in the ifle of Harries, within a limited fpace of time ; 
the nnthhtking man riKing on liiis infallible oracle, ventured more defpcrately on the 
rock than ufuai, fancying he could not fall, but it- fo haopened that he tumbled over 
and was drowned, at which the inhabitants were a good deal alarmed ; but the impoftor 
flill continued in the cxet cife of his pretended million. 

One of the inhabitants called Mutdonici), alias Lewis, coulin'german to this man, 
had a ewe which brought forth three lambs at one time, which were feenvfeeding upon 
the facred bulb, but Lewis refufed to comply with the order for killing the Iheep, and 
had the boldnefs to aver that it v as an unreafonablc piece of worfhip to deftroy fo many 
cattle, and deprive the owners of their property, addmg withal, that he never heard any 
fuch thing praclifcd in any of the weflern ifles upon a religious account. The impodor 
jnfided that the heavenly command was to be ubferved all his followers, adding the 
dreadful threatening againd fuch as proved difobedient } but Lewis ncvertbclefs rc> 
mained obdinate, chufing to be excluded from fuch worihip rather than kill his Ihcep. 

The filly people exposed no leis than a fpeedy judgment to befall this recufant ; bnt 
when nothing enfued upon his difobedience, they all began to have a kfs veneration for 
the impodor than before; and began to think within themfelvcs that they might as 
well have ventured to run the fame rifque with Lewis for the prefervation of their cattle. 

Notwithdanding this notorious villainy, the impodor continued to maintain his au. 
thority, till one mght (for it was always at night that he kept his religious meetings), by 
a I’pecial providence, a boy of the ifle of Harries, (who had daid with his father a year 
in St. Kilda, and was employed in mending their boa't) happened to go into the home 
where Roderick was preaching ; the boy lurked in the dark, and gave his father an ac- 
count of what he had heard, at lead fo fiir as he could remember ; wliich the boy’s 
&ther communicated' to the fteward upon his arrival, who being highly concerned at 
the relation given him, carried Roderick along with him to the ide of Skic before the 
late Mack-Leod, who forbid him from that time forward to preach any more, on pain 
.of death. 

'I'bis was a fenfible mortification, as well as difappointment to the impodor, who had 
nattered himfclf that Mack-Leod would hear him preach, and expe£icd no lefs than to 
perfuade him to become a profelyte, as he has fince confeded. 

Tliis fellow aflerts, that evci^, night after he had adembled the people, he heard a 
voice without laying, Come you out which when he heard, he had no power to 
flay within ; and that after bis going forth «''3ohn the Baptid always met him, and in- 
flru£led him what he ihould fay to the p^ple at that particular meeting. He fays, that 
$t. John ufed to repeat the difeourfe to him only once, which ha owns he could fcarcely 
remember one fentence of, and therefore he enquired of the faint how to behave himfelf 
In this cafe ; that the anfwer was, ** .Go, you have it which the impodor believing, 
was upon his return able to deliver fluently all he ftad heard/and would continue, after 
his own way, for feveral hours together, to preach^until he had lulled mod of his hearers 
to flee^ , .. ' . . ' . 

WhM the earthquake before-mentioned was over, one of the inhabitants enquired of 
him with admiration how the rock was made to tremble ? he anlV/^red, that it was the 
efitfl of pleafant mufick played by a devout faint in a church under ground : his neigh- 
t>oqr* owned his jove for mufick, but heartily wilhed never tc^ hear "Boy more of tbhi 
which earned fo great terror along witif it. 

Th* 
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The imj>oftor ewne^jllM) ;tr«tth all tbU account, 6 rft to the minifter and ifie, and 
then publicly after divine (hrviceii in' the jprefence of all the inhabitants, and fuch as 
were come to that place from the ifle 01 Harries. The minifter and congregation 
jointly prayed for repentance and pardon to this poor wretch, which when ended, we 
carried him and all the inhabitants to the buih pretended to be facred ; he himfelf, 
leading the van, was commanded to demoliih that wall which he had ordered to be 
built round the laid buih (which otherwlfe would in a ihort time have proved a purga- 
tory, to have robbed them of all thdr goods), which he and the inhalutants did in the 
fpace of an hour ; we made them festter the (tones up and down in the held, left their 
pofterity might fee fuch a monument of fblly and ignorance. We reproved the cre- 
dulous people for complying implicitly with fuch follies and ‘delaiions as were delivered 
to them by the inipoltor } and all of them with one voice anfwered, that what they did 
was unaccountable ; but feeing one of thdir own number ^and ftanip in all refpefb, en- 
dued, as they fancied, with a powerful ficulty of preaching fo fluently and frequently, 
and pretending to converfe with John the Baptift, they were induced to believe his mif- 
flon from heaven, and therefore complied with his commands without difpute, and the 
rather, as he did not attempt to change their laws of neighbourhood. 

They now regret their wandering, and hope that God may pardon their error, as 
•what they did was with a dcflgn (though a millaken one) to ferve him. 

They are now overjoyed to And thcmfelves undeceived, and the light of the gofpel 
reftored to them, as it was at flrft delivered to thdr anceftors by the firft Chriftian 
monks, who had gone thither to inftru£t them. 

This iinpoftor is a poet, and alfo endued with that rare flwulty of enjoying the fecond 
light, which makes it the more probable that he was haunted by a familiar fpirit. It 
hath been obferved of him, before his impofture was dilcovered, that fo often as he was 
employed by the fteward to go to, or return from, Harries^ they were always expofed 
to the greatoft dangers by violent ftorms, bdng at one time driven fifty leagues to tHb 
iiorth-caft, and by fpecial providence were at Ism caft upon the little ifle Rona, twen^ 
leagues north-eaft of Lewis : the fteward*s wife, and all his crew refleding upon them 
d.tngers fince the difeovery of his impofture, could never be prevailed upon to reedve 
him again into their boat. They often intreated Mr. Campbell and me 'not to admit 
him into our boat, but we did not yield to thefe fears, for we received and brought him 
along with us, and afterwards delivered him to the fteward’s fervants in the iile of Pabbjr 
in Harries, where he remains ftill in cuflody in order to his trial. 
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about ten at night, a whale w'as feen by the help of moonlight, ait a little diftance &om 
>our (hip, callihg forth the water in" a hideous manner. 

Next morning about feven o’clock we got light of Orkney, and the wind blow* 
ing fomewhat harder than it had done the former ttight, in the afternoon we pafled 
the eaft end of Rghtland-firlh, which, though ordinarily raging with the imputunoo' 
current of a fca, by reafon of the many tides ineeting there, yet we found it ' not fo ^ 
buf’ih the niidil of that part we paiTed, dined opea;j(l^k, fo meeting with leall" danger, 
where we feared the grcat,efl. We pilt into Holms>fbtiind, and arrived there about feven 
at night, on- the Monday after our fe'tinff l^k. , 

Ifhe ftip’s crew told us, that though th^had fi^quently lluled thefe feas to and from 
Orkney, yet never had they a better or pleafanter Voyage : which provhlential favour 
was the more obfervable, the wind, next day after we iandedj blowing ftrong from the 
north, and lading feveral days. Which, if it had come on before we had accompiiffted 
our voyage, we would not only have been blown back to fea, but thereby a temped 
arifing, we had been in no fmall danger.^ We defired to look upon this as a (ignal merty, 
and a token for good. 

We would have hired our bark to Zetland, but the mader being under charter- 
party, was obliged to return with a fraught of visual to Leith, and not having the occa- 
fion of any other (hip or bark, we were forced to hire one of thefe open boats of about 
iixty meils, which the Orkney men yife fur carrying victual to Zetland, elfe we could not 
go for Zetland this feafon, though the miniders and others told us our palTage might 
prove dangerous. 

Our day in Kirkwall, the chief town in Orkney, (alfiding that prelbytery in feme of 
their aflPairs) was from the i6th to the 27th of April, when with three miniders of this 
country on thecommidion, we took boat for Sanda, about thirty miles north ead from 
Kirkwall, and in our way tb Zetland, having ordered our own l^at to follow with the 
fird fair wind. We put off' about two in the afternoon, the men rowing with fix oars 
about half way, when the wind rifing fomething. favourable, with a little fail and four 
oars we got overStronza-firth. Though, as we came near our landing-place in Sanda, 
the increafing wind raifed the waves fo high, that fometimes they intercepted the fight 
of the ifland. Yet we all got fafe bn (hore betwixt nine and ten at night. The mercy 
of our efcape was the more remarkable, that our bo.'it was thronged with paffengers, 
and fo overloaden that the water came almod to her brim ; (o that if the fea had not 
been finooth and calm when we paiTed through Stronz<v-firth, we had been probably 
all lod : as thefe who had knowledge of thofe feas did afterwards declare unto us. 

We waited in Sanda for a Wnd from April 27 till May 9, Vi^hcn the wind prefenting, 
we went totheilleofEda,'lyin(j a little to the weft of Sanda, where our boat was, but 
'before we could get aboa^ ' the wind ihifted to fouth-eaft and then tq eaft and by 
«fouth, which was too fcpimp to fetch Zetland ; however the wind now being very 
-changeable, wc judged it expedient for us to lie near. our boa(, and lay hold, on the 
•firft occafion : fo May 1 x, the wind at fouth-eaft, we put to fea, but Xcarce...well were 
we without the Red-head of Eda, when the wind,, proving contrary, we returned to 
'Calf-found May 12, beiqg the Lord’s-Day we' fpent in religious exercites with the pec^e 
of the ille ; in the evt^ning the wind turning fair, «'e refolypd next morning early to get 
aboard, if the Vvind held. This laft night, after we returned to Calf-found) was terrmle 
Tol* wind and rain from the v^ft, (the wind foon altering, after we h^ got in again 
•to Calf-found) with which we could not have kept the fea, in all pftxbability. A great 
•mercy then it was, that we were determined to return, and did not keep the (iea, ias (bm# 
>4dvifed, for, thoagh within half an hour afi^ we had got into theiband, the wil^. 
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turned fair, yet being too (Irong, the fea became foul and tempeftuous, vrhich was not 
for our open boat. * 

Monday morning. May 13, about two o’clock, we were called to go aboard, 
which we did accordingly ; the wind at weft, or weft and by north, the gale was brilk, 
but not very great, which we were glad of, thereby expefling a fpeedy paftage ; fo we 
with two other boats in company loofed, but fcarce were we a league without the heads, 
w hen we faw a ftorra of wind and rain making in the weft, vvlicnce the wind blew, where- 
upon one of the boatmafters in company advifed us to tack about, and endeavour to fetch 
C'aH'-iuuud again ; which counfel we, judging to be fafe, accordingly cflayed to follow 
it, but the wind and fea rifing more boifterous, and the current (jf the ebb being ftrong 
from the found, we could not by any means eft'oftuate our dcfign, though we made fe- 
veral trips not without danger ; the fea with its broken and fvvelling waves threaten- 
ing to fwallow us up every moment ; the mariners ftood by their fails, crying, this work 
was very dangerous ; and at one time, as one of them obferved the boat had taken in 
about ten barrels of water, the pump was ftilf kept going, .ve judged ourfclves to be 
loft men, and fome cxprelTcd fo much. In thefe ftraits we defired the boatmafter fit- 
ting by the helm, to fee if he could make any other harbour or bay ; he anfwered, 
“ God have mercy on us, for the fea we dare not keep, and there is not another har- 
bour in Orkney we can make the men were fatigued with the toil of their hard work, 
and almoft at the giving over. We then knew to our experience the meaning of that 
Scripture, I’f. 107. 27. of feamen in a ftonn’s being at their wit's end. Though the- 
wind was fair for Zetland, yet we dorft not hold on our courfe, the fea not only bting 
tempeftuous, but we had alfo fevcral roufts, or impetuous tides to pafs, and then the 
ebb was in the fea, which made them fo much the more dangerous. Thus ftraitened, 
we thought it advifeable to go down with fome fail before ll^ wind to the north end of 
Sanda, and endeavour to get into Ottcrfwick or Taphnefs-bay ; we firft attempted 
Otterfvvick, and left we ftiould have been blown by the bay's n^outh, we held fo near 
land, that the boat beat fevcral times upon a rock, however we got in and dropt an- 
chor on the weathcr-fide of the fliore. 

We wore all much refrelhcd with this great deliverance from fo imminent a danger. 
When we had riddoti fome hours at anchor, the wind and fea calmed. About feven at 
night, one of the boatmafters in company, wh6 had entered the bay a little before us, 
w'eighed anchor and put to fea again. Some of our number were for lying fiill, till 
the weather was better fettled ; others thought tiuit teeing God had commanded a 
calm, that we had a farourable wind, that the P.:y appeared to be well fet .and pro- 
mifirig, and that the other leadened boat nad gone 10 fe:. before us, it might feem from 
thefe things Providence invited us to fea again : whereupon we put off, but before w'e 
had come the length of North Ronah'ha, fc^arce a league ^iijlant from the bay we ha^ 
been in, the wind became fo faint, that the mariners took them to their oars to help 
them through North Ronallha Roull, thence when we came to Dennis-Rouft, wc made 
fome way with our fails without ojirs, the tide then turning aiid the flood beginning to 
run in the fea. ’ , 

Tuefday, May 14, about one or«two hi the morning, the wiifd fliifted to caft-foiith- 
eaft, then to caft, and our boatmafter telling us, ih’at he was forced to ftcer a northern 
courfe, elfe he could not hear fail, and fo l;olding on, not a Hone in Zetland he ccrtild 
hit, as he exprelfeu himfelf, wc all judged it moft proper to return to Orkney : \yhcn 
\ve had tacked about, the wind fluffed to north-eall, a ftrong gale, together with great 
rains, which caufed a rolling and afwelling fea, (for rains here without winds do raife,. 
or canker, (as they term ir^ the fea, and* much more when wind and rain come on at 
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once; however we ^ot in fafcly to Stronza-road, which was the readieft we conM make. 

It was a happy providence thar we then returned It that nick of time, for the flood not 
being all fpent, we were thereby likewife halleneJ in our way, lb that within a few 
hours we came to our port, though, as was reckoned, we were near midway between 
Orkney and Fair Itle. The llorin increaled with the day, and after our landing it was 
fo very great, that we were obliged to keep within doors for Icveral houts : arid if then 
we had be m at ka, it is terrible for us to think upon tin* dilinal elfoils which might 
have followed tliorcupon, for, without all peradventure, we had certainly perifhed, if the 
Lord by forne woiuler of mercy bad not rofeued us, as indeed he had Ibrmcrly done. 

“ O that we wouKl praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men and tliat fo long as wc live, we may never forget the 13th and 14th 
days of May, wherein the Lord wrought a great deliverance for us. 

Tlius being difeouraged, we were in great perplexity, not knowing what to do, 
w'hethcr to make any further attempt, or to return home, rs hifefla^ feeing God in his 
providence had fo c rolled us hitherto, and it might be his mind we fliould not go for- 
ward. Upon thtfe fluduating .and perplexing thoughts, wc alked God’s mind in the 
matter, after which more light did arife, and we unanimoufly rofolved yet to try what 
the Lord would do with us. 

Friday, May 1 7, between eight and nine in the morning, wind and flty promifing 
well, ve put to fea, and palled the* Fair Ifle, about live afternoon, keeping it on our 
ftarboard, then our gale increafing, but continuing fair, at fouth-weil w'e made good 
way. About n.idnight wc palled Swinburgh head, the fouthernmoif point of laud iii 
Zetland, having thence twenty-four miles fail up within land to Lerwick, whither we 
were bound. 'J'he wind growing more vehement, we lowered onr mainfail, and took 
in a rilF ; with the breaking of the day there aroic a mill, whereby we could I'carce fee 
land, however we judged it fafcll to keep as near it as wc could, and failed away by the 
coafl ; but being to p;^fs through a found, having the ifle of Mufa on our llarboard, and 
Burra Land on our larboard, our feamen rniflook the point of Mufa, taking another 
point in the mainland for it, and the mill lying on, wc were alinoll engaged in the 
land, and fo would have fallen among the rocks, which they coming to fufpect held to 
fea, rcfolving to fail without the point, which they did with diiiiculty, the boat being 
fo clofe haled, and the blalt fo great, that the helm a-lee was fcarcc able to command 
her and keep her by the wind : which, when they had done, came to difeover their 
error. Hence failing through Mufa-found, ws came to Brafla-found, and arrived at 
Lerwick on Saturday about four o’clock iti the morning. * 

We had a quick palTage, filing about a hundred miles in nineteen or twenty hours- 
time : efpecially conlidering^iat we were not half an hour on Ihore, when a ftrong 
ja'ind blew from the nortl^which If it had come on but a little ^fooncr, we would have 
been driven back to fea. There is likewife another providence remarkable, that we 
had only an ordinary defirablc gale, wh<*n we pafled the Fair Iflc, where always there 
goes a great rolling I'oa, but when within the heads of the ^and of Zetland we had 
it very ftrong, fo that Ijparccly we could have wrcftled and held out againft it in the 
ocean. * « 

Woarrived^in Zetland May 18,' and, having brought to fome period and clofe our 
principal work there, we fet /ail for Orkney, June 11, faluting and bidding heartily 
far(;well to ti;c uiinilters, and 'ome gentlemen of the country, and to the moft con- 
fideraljle iiihiibitar.ts of Lerwick, who kindly accompanied us to ouu boat. We left 
• Zetland Tu"fday,«June 1 1, about five afternoon, and having the wind at north-weft or 
north- Weft and by north, wg pafled the Start-head of Sanda about four next morning, 
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and, endeavouring to fet into Kettcltaft in Sanda, to put one of the miiuftcrs df that 
ifle aihore ; out boat, through our boatmafter’s inadvei u-ncy, llruck on a rock, without 
fuftaining any damage we knew ; but the wind not pi rniitting to turn up to that road, 
we all came to Kirkwall, and arrived there before nine in the iriorning. Our paflage 
from Zetland to Orkney was yet quicker than it was from Oikncy to /ctland, we being 
but fixtecn hours in running one hundred and twenty, or, as loine fay,' one hundred 
and twenty-eight miles. Staying in Orkney a few days, we pafled Pightland-Iirtli io 
Caitlincfs, and having difpatched our work in conjundion with the prclbytery there, 
we came home by land, repairing with joy to our Icveral charges, where we may fet 
up our Eben-Ezer, faying “ Hitherto hatli the Eoid helped us." 

I think wc are called ferioully to refled upon tlic manner of the Lord’s dealings with 
us, we have been long detained and croflTed in onr way to Zetland, though we made 
fevcral attempts to go forward ; as to our commiflion we were appointed by the ge- 
neral alTembly of this church, and it being put upon us without any defirc of ours, or 
inclination that way, we accordingly und<.*rtook our voyage, and came with a favour- 
able gale to Orkney : it is true, that there are natural cattles of wind and rain, whereof 
w'e are to make a fpiritual improvement, efpecially when they do impede or jproraote 
our defign ; moreover God’s judgments are a great depth, and by the courfe of nature, 
in giving greater or leffer winds at his pleafure, he may carry on his more general works 
of providence, and yet thereby more efpecially intend the puniflimcnt of the wicked, or 
the challifcrncnt of his people, which they arc called to confider and improve ; and as 
true it is, God in his wife fovercignty may fo deal with his people, for the trial of their 
faith and other graces, that tliey may be ftill and know that he is God, ruling as he 
l)leafcth among the children of men : the devil alfo who is the prince of the power of 
the air may have an evil and malicious hand in tilings of tins nature, efpecially when 
men purpofc to do good, which ten s to the overthrow of hts kingdom. O tIjHt what 
w e have met with may be fo bleflbd as to render us more zealous againfl him and all 
fin, whereby his kingdom is cftablHhed in the world, “ 'J'hat we»may fight with devils, 
and be more than conquerors through him who loveth us.” I fay though thefe things 
and the like fomctlmcs may and ought to be had a regard unto, yet I do humbly judge 
that upon thefe fo very dreadful dangers we have in great mercy efcaped, wc are called 
to examine ourfelves, and fcaich unto our fins as we are Chriftians and as we are ininif- 
ters, for which the Lord may have a controverfy with us ; our not being fo faithful in 
cur’pcrfonal and palloral work, in working our own and others falvation ; our impa- 
tience in not w^aiting the Lord’s time, but being too anxious to be in Zetland at any 
rite ; and it is like in our not being fo finglc in our ends in going as we ought to be, 
&c. 1 conclude this chapter as the Pfalinill; doth Pf. cvlV reflecting on the wonders of 

Providence, “ Who is wife, and will obferve thofc things, '.wen they ftiall undcritand the 
loving-kindnefs of the l.ord.” • ‘ • * 


Chap. Il.—yf Deferiptipn of Orktey, Us Situaiion, Name, JirJl Planters, Language, 
Manners of the People, Wholefoinenefs of the ^ir,, Corns, Ss’e. 

'THE Iflos belonging to Scotland have commiinly been divided into three claflTes : 
the weftem, Icattered in the Deucaledonian Ocean, on the weft, the Orkney and ZeU 
landick, both lying to the North of Scotland. As to 'the Weftem Ifles, though in 
number far exceeding both the iiles of Orkney and Zetland, yet I take no notice tj^ereof, 
in the fuhfequeni defeription : our commiflion not being deputed jjrither, fo only the. 
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lafter ihall I give fome brief account of, not intending to advance any thing, but urbat 
I have- either found to be true from my own obfervation, or had by good information 
from fenfibie and grave perfons worthy of credit : and (hall begin with Orkney, as 
order requireth, we firft landing there. ^ 

Orkney lies to the north of Scotland, bounded on the weft by the Deucaledpnian 
ocean ; on the eaft, by the German j on the north, by the fea, which divides Orkney 
from Zetland j and on the fouth, by Pightland Firth, twelve nijks broad, from Dun-' 
gilbie-Head or John Groat’s houfe, the northern-moll houfe in Scotland to Berwick in 
South Ronaldlha, the^fouthermoft point of Orkney. It is commonly faid to be about 
the fifty-ninth degree of latitude at Kirkwall whicli lies within the country ; though the 
fouthernmoft point of South Ronaldlha, is dillant from the northernmofl; of North 
Ronaldlha near a degree. 

That Orkney or Oreades is the nameofthofc ides is agreed in by ancient and modem 
writers, but of the etymology and whence the name is derived, none I fuppofe will be 
found to give a I'atisfying acco-anr. Some aFcdging it to come from Orcas which 
Ptolotny reckons to be a promontory of Caithnefs, oppofite to Orkney ; others from 
the Greek word opxw coerceo, thefe ifles breaking and rellraining the force of the rag- 
ing waves : or from Hurricauo, becaufc of the boiltorous winds and hurricanes which 
often blow in this country ; or from F.rick or Orkenwald, or foine other Pidilh prince 
famous there at its firft plantation. Which derivations, tome of them at leaft cannot 
but appear far-fetcht to tlie thinking reader : and indeed many in giving the reafuns of 
names, do rather plcafe their own curiolity than render a true account of their original ; 
feeing the reafons generally of the ancient names of countries are buried in oblivion, 
through the want of writers, and neglcd of the firft inhabitants, efpecially in thefe parts 
of the world, wherein learning more flowly advanced. 

The firft planters, and poffelTors of the country leem to have been the Pids, there being 
feveral old houfes, both here and in Zetland, which to this day are called Bids or 
Pight Houfes, and tht Firth between Orkney and Caithqefs is Itill called Pight-land 
Firth j whereupon fome of uur hiftorians, as Bo., thius, writing of the Hies of Orkney, 
doth obferve, defign Orkney the moll ancient kingdom of the Bids ; Orchades infula, 
antiquijiimutn Piilorum regnum a quibufdam nojirarum rerum feriptoribus vocitata. And 
we find mention made of the Kings ot Orkney, as Buchanan tells us of one Belus who 
having invaded Scotland was defeated and put to flight by Kwen II. King of Scots, kilt- 
ing moft of his army, upon uhich Bdus being niuch difeouraged and broken in fpirit, 
defpairing of life, put hand in himfelf ; and became his own executioner. Boe- 
thius calls him Baliis ; autim Orchadum rex fradus ammo, defperatd faluic, ne in 
boblium potejiatemveniret, manmjibi intujit. And i.i the church of Birfa at the Weft end 
of the mainland in Orkncyynere is a long ftone yet Handing ered, with the name Belus 
infcribed thereon in anci^ charaders ; probably this was the place of bis interment. 
Alfo the minifterof Sandvvick*s Manfe is laid to have been the rcTidence of one of the 
kings of Pids, and therefore to this day is called Kotmifgar, or the King’s Houfe ; and 
that part of the manfe, which they fay fei ved for thlp palace of*a king is fo little, though 
now kept in Ibmc rcf^aii^ that it could not accommodate a family of an ordinary rank ; 
the figure theri^of and contrivance,of its two rof.ns or chambers one above and . an- 
other below, ofiiafrow dimenfions, are antique, and the building hath beeh but coarfe. 
Boethius iikewife tells of another King called Banus, whom Claudius Cxfar having fub- 
dued anno Chrl/lo 43, he carried him with his wife and children captive to Rome, and 
were ted by him in triumph: Buchanan queftions the truth of this hiftory, Tacitus af- 
lUuiiog that part of Britain then to have beeiv altogether unknown to the Romans,' nec 
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teinite trmen erediderim tiojiri tradunt fcriptores &c. qmdTaeitus affirmet ante Jfulii 
AgricoliX adventum-t earn Britannia partem '■ manis omnino incognitam fuije, Boe- 

thius his relation be true, the vauquifhing of Orkney hsth be-'n reputed fomething con- 
fiderable, feeing not to every conqueror was allowed by the Roman Senate, the g'ory of 
a triumph. 

It is alfo probable the government of thefe iflcs continued with the Pid'Hi Piirce till 
the days of Kenneth 11 . King of Scots, a warlike prince, who having prevailed with his 
nobles contrary to their own inclination, by a notable piece of craft, to engage in a war 
againft the Picls, with an undaunted valour and courage routed the Piclilli arnij' and 
wafted their country with fire and fword, purfuing them to the Orkney Hlv-s, which he 
then annexed to the crown of Scotland, reigning from Orkney to Adrian’^ Wall Anno 
Dom. 854. Thence Orkney continued in the poffellion of the Scots till the days of 
Donald Bane, about the year h 99, who, that he might fecure the kingdom to himfelf, 
promifed the ifles to Magnus King of Norway, if he would affi I him w 4 h a neceflary 
force; which offerlWagnus accepting, the Norwegians became mafters of t!ie ifles.till Alex- 
ander III. about the year 1263, recovered them by expelling the Norwegians; which 
ever fince were poftefled and difpofed of by our kings. To be brief, at length William 
Douglas Earl or Mortoun got a wadfet of Orkney and Zetland from King ('harles I. 
which wadfet with all the rights, contracts, infeftments, &c., thereunto appertaining,- 
was reduced by a decreet of the Lords of Seilion, obtained at the inftance of his Majefty*s 
Advocate againft William Douglafs alfo Earl of Mortoun, grand-child to the aforefaid 
Earl, February 1669, which decreet was ratified and confirmed by act of parliament the 
December following, erefting the Earldom of Orkney and Lordfhip of Zetland into a 
ftewartry to be called in all time coming the Stewarty of Orkney and Zetland. The rea- 
fon commonly given, why the Earl of Mortoun loft the wad.^pt, was becaufe fome cherts 
of gold were feifed by the Earls Depots in Zetland, got out of a rich (hip, called the 
Carmelan of Amfterdam, caft away there anno 1 664 ; none of this gold coming to the 
King’s treafury, though fome of it, as was alledged, came to thef Earl’s hands. 

From our hiltory we may know, that Orkney and Zetland have been reckoned fo 
great and confiderablc a part of His Majefty’s ancient kingdom, that for divers ages 
they occaliuned much expence of blood and treafure, for the maintaining thereof againft 
the invafion of foreigners, and recovering the fame out of their hands by arms and trea- 
ties. T’he title likewife of thefe ifles hath flill been reputed honourable, hence it hath 
plcafed our prefent King to confer this title of Earl of Orkney upon Lord George Ha- 
milton, brother to his grace the Duke of Hamilton, for good fervices done by him to 
His Majefty’s perfon and government. 

I proceed to confider the prefent ftate of the country.^ The people here are perfon- 
able and comely, and many of them, as 1 obferved, are d{,a ruddy complexion, whicji . 
may be by reafon of the lea air and their frdqucnt fifh diet, 'fuch a colour and counte- 
nance, as our mariners ufe to have and retain for fome days after they are come from 
fca : they are generally hofpitable and civil, giving kind and humane entertainment to 
ftrangers, w'hich we found to our*'experience. Both men and women are filhionable 
in their cloaths, no men here ufe plaids, as they do in our*Highlands : in the North 
Ifles of Sanda Weftra, &c. Many of the country people wear a piece «f a fkin„ as of a 
leal, commonly called a felch, calf or the like, for (hoes, which fhejF^^en to their/eet 
with (flings or thongs of leather. Their houfes are in ^ood order, and well furnifhed 
according to their qualities. 

They generally fpeak Englifli, neither do I think they have fo mych of the northern 
accent, as in many places of the north of Scotland, yet feveral of the Ifles have feme 
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wor^s and phrafes peculiar to thcmfelves. There arc alTo fome who fpeak Norfe efpea- 
ally in (he mainland, as in the pariOi of Hara there are a few yet living, who can fpealt 
no other thing, this language not being quite extin£t among them, fince the Norw^ana 
whofe language it is, had this country in poiTedioiu And though Caithjtiefe be near to 
Orkney, yet none in Orkney can fpeak Iriih, though the greateh part in Caithnefscan; 
iior can any in Caithnefs fpeak Norfe, though fome in Orkney yet can do k. 

The air, as it is piercing and cold, fo it is free and healthy ; hence many arrive at a 
good old age-: one in Evie brought forth a child in the fixty third year of her age, as 
the miniftcr who had enquired thereunto declared : a man in the parilh of Holm, who 
died not many years lince, lived with his wife in a conjugal (late above eighty years, as 
the prefent miniiter of the place informed me ; a gentleman in Stronfa, who died about 
two years fince, was begotten of his father when one hundred years old, this was atteil* 
ed by the miniilers who knew the truth thereof, one William Muir in Weftra lived one 
hundred and forty years, .and died about Axtecn years ago, by a dec:^ of nature’s heat 
and vigour, incident to fuch an indrin decrepit age, without any ordinary fickncfs, as a 
gentleman in thefe bounds, well acquainted with him, told me. The difeafe they are 
molt obnoxious unto is the feurvy, occafioncd, as is judged, by the fea air, lilhcs, falt- 
meats, -See. It is obferved lilcewife that it is colder in the fummer time than it 
is with us in the fouth, but warmer in the winter, the fnow not ufing to lay long j for 
(befide other tilings that might be faid on this head, which alfo refpe^ other countries) 
in the fummer cold breezes come otf the fea, which tempers the hekt ; and in the win- 
ter feafon the- fame breezes may qualify the extreme cold and froft, which ufeth to be 
greateft, when the air is moll quiefeent, and lead difturbed with winds } the great mo- 
tion alfo of the rapid tides may contribute not a little thereunto. 

Their ordinary grain ar<4 oats and barley, and though other grains (hould be fown, 
the produdf would not be great if any at all, they not taking with fuch a weak and cold 
foil, and the many brinifh blads thefe ifles lay expofed unto. As for wheat bread it is 
rare and fcarce to be. had, if not at Kirkwall and. fome gentlemen’s houfes, who bring 
the flour from Murray, or the fouth of Scotland. As for their oats and barley, the 
grain is lefs and blacker than it is with us : yea though they (hould bring good and fair 
iced from other countries, within a few years it would degenerate and become like 
their own ; which is the reafon why their meal and bread are of fuch a black colour. 
Yet in fome places the meal is whiter, and faid to be better than in others. Their not 
being fo diligent in winnowing their corns, not having fuch good mills for grinding as 
we have may be partly the caufe thereof. In fome place alfo t{iey ufe not to (hear thi^ir 
■com, but pluck it up by the roots, as we do the lint, becaufe of the fcarcity of fodder to 
to their beads, which corns,^ not taken pains upon, will abound with fand and dud. 
hfeverthelefs, for aught I hear or know, their bread and ale are wholcfome, and the na- 
tives take well with them. thought firlfwhen wc landed in Oi*kney, their oat bread 
and flefhes alfo had fome fi(h-ta(te, but when we had tarried fome days there, we were not 
fo fenfible of it. 

Their arable ground is better and more fertile than at firft to ftrangers appeareth, 
whence I heard (bme gehUemen declare, it was wonderful to think bow great the pro- 
duct of. thefe ides is confidering the* many barren mountains and much wafte ground 
thaFarein them, tfiiey dung their land for the moft part with ware,* which having 
gathered they fuflPer to rot, either on the coafts, or by eairying it up to the land upon 
horfw .or on their backs ; they lay it in heaps, till the time of labouring approach ; 
iw]iich is the reafon, why the (kirts of the ifles are mo/e ordinarily cultivated, and do 
more abound wkh corns, than places at a greater diflance from the fea, where they have 
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qt’fuch goading at hand. Their ploughs are little and light, having only one itilt, 
and but little iron in them-; hence when at the end of the ridge, he who holds k lifts it 
up and carrif^s it to the other fide of the ridge, and if he pleafe may carry it home on 
his fiioulders : the reafon they give of this is, that although fome of thi.ir ground be 
ftrortg, yet their beads are weak and unable to go through with a plough of any con- 
fiderable weight. 

Their horfes, kine, flieep, lambs, &c. arc of a Icfier fize than with us, and are to be 
bought at an eafier rate, for a good cow which will be had for five pounds Scots, or 
four pounds, fixteen Ihillings, at which price they are obliged to foil her at Kirkwall 
about Maninmafs. A good welder for twenty fliilHngs Scots. A hen for two (hillings or 
two Ihillings and fix-pence, &c. The fiieep here arc generally wild, thcrcfc<re when they 
would have them (aken, they ordinarily do it by dogs trained for the purpofe, the owner 
of the flieep giving to the mafter of the dog tv/o Ihillings Scots for each one that is taken, 
and if they be not fo wild but one (hilling. Some bulbandmen told Os, they would ra- 
therlabour their land over again than take their (beep when they would have them 
waflied and fliorn ; I faw a young man come from the hills wet and weary, having a 
long time puriued one to kill for our ufe. Their kine are of divers colours, fome white, 
others of a pied, fome red, others red and white, &c. So that I think, tlicre are as many of 
thefeco’ours as arc of a black. They have no rivers, no place of the land, being above 
two or three miles diftant from the fca, therefore they draw water out of wells for their 
cattle, cr drive them to lochs or lakes, fome whereof they have, or to fome finall 
brooks which run from llicTe lochs : which lochs likewife caufe their mills to go. 

They have abundance of cattle in many places, whereby is afforded them plenty of 
milk, which yieldeth much butter, fome whereof is very good, yellow and fweet, but 
that which is called Orkney butter at Edinburgh, is only th«ir farm-butter, which they 
are obliged to pay to the taxmen or mailers, whereof a quantity according to compatt 
and agreement being gathered, th(^y are at little or uo trouble to make and keep it 
clean. Their flieep alio are very fruitful, many of them having two, and fome three at 
a birth, which as Mr. Wallace lately, fo Boethius of old did obferve, oves illic pene omnes 
geminos, immo trigeniinos plcraquc partus edunt. 

Fiflies of divers forts are taken in great plenty, yet not fo numerous as formerly, for 
now before they catch their great fiflies as keeling, ling, &c. they muff put far out into 
the fea with their little boats, and thereby undergo great danger, which in former times 
they ufed to get nearer the coafts : however fuch a number is taken, that, befidc what 
for their own fupply, many are fent abroad to other countries for fale. Particularly 
there are grey filhes, called filluks, fcarce half fo big as a herring generally, which fwim 
and are taken in great numbers upon the coaffs, fo that fometimes they loon fell one 
thoufand of them for fix or feven (hillings Scots, ^fhis (ifli is pleafant to the tafte, ai\d 
alfo they fay very wholefome, which feems to be confirmed by this, that in the late years 
of great fcarcity, the poorer people lived upon them, almoft as their food, they often not 
enjoying a crumb of bread for nia^y weeks. So our good God, on the (huttin^f one 
door, opened another in his holy and wife providence for the relief of the poor. 

Herrings do* fwim here in abundance, which formerly occafioned fcveral (hips fre- 
quenting thefe ides, but fince the battle of Kilfyth, they fay that trade hath foiled, many 
of the Enfter*meni who were ordinary fiihers upon thefe coafls,‘*being killed there. 
■When I was in Papa Weflra, they pointed out to me a ^olm upon the eaft fide qf the 
ifle, where 1 fay the ruins of fome huts or little houfes, whereunto thefe Enfier men 
fometimes reforted, during the herring -filhing. A gentleman livin^in this ifle told iqej 
that the former year, 1699, there was a great quantity of l^erring fperoi qr fpawn driven. 
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upon the ihore, and lay there for fometime in heaps : which ewdenceth that h'ertings in 
tneir feafon are yet on thefe coafts : though means be not ufed to take thepi. 

Befide the many other excellent fifhes, as keeling, ling, fcate, turbot, and fometimea 
they fay fturgeon &c., there are alfo many (hell filhes taken ; as lobfters fol^ for an half, 
penny or four pence Scots ; oyfters, much bigger than with us, for four (hillings Scots 
per hundred ; partens and mulTels : and cockles in fo great plenty, thafthpy make 
much good lime of their (hells, befide which they have no other lime in Orkney, fave 
what they bring from the fouth. 

They have plenty both of land and fea fowls : as eagles, hawks, cinber-goofe, claik- 
goofe, dimter-goofe, folen-goofe, fwans, lyres, fcar(E>, kettiwaiks, plover, muir.fowl, 
duck and drake, &c. The king’s falconer ufeth to go every year to the iHes, taking 
the young hawks and falcons to breed, and every houfe in the country is obliged to give 
him a hen or a dog, except fuch as are exempted. The eagles do much hurt to the 
young (lore, falling down upon their lambs and hens, and taking them away with them 
to their nefis, killing and pulling out the eyes and hearts of their (heep ; hence there is 
an aft (landing in the (levvard’s books, that whoever (hall kill an eagle, (liall have a hen 
out of every houfe of the parilh, where he is killed ; yet notwithftanding of this en- 
couragement, I hear but of few killed, they Seeing high, and difpatchiiig their prey fo 
quickly : I faw a young one in the palace of Birfa, almoft twice the bignefs of a goofe, 
though not a month old, it is a ravenous fowl, and would have run upon us if we had 
not kept it off with our (laves ; as to its colour, it is for the mod part black, and' fomc- 
thing of a yellow or golden colour about the head and in fomc parts of the wings. It 
is to be obferved of the eagle, that he doth more deftruftion in places at fomc diftance 
from his neft than in thefe that are nearer it. Eagles, hawks, and fuch like fowls have 
their neds ordinarily on fame high ragged rock, w'aihed by the fea beneath, fome of 
which we faw as we had occafion to fail by them. 

The ember goofe tl^ough not altogether fo big as our land goofe, yet it ufeth to 
weigh a (lone weight. It hath (liort w'ings, not able to bear up the body for fleeing, 
hence it is never foen to fly, neither fit on any rock in the fea, as other fowls do, but 
hath its neft, wherein it hatcheth its eggs, one or two at once, under the water, at the 
foot of a rock, as they informed me hath been found. It is of a darkiih grey colour, 
and white about the neck, of broad feet like our land goofe, and a long beck and 
though ever in the w'atcr, yet hath not, I think, fuch a llrong filh tafte, as the folen 
goofe. It is more diflicult to get them (hot than other fea fowls, they being very quick- 
fighted, and on the firft apprehenfion of danger get beneath the water ; yea by rcalon of 
their many feathers, they will receive a (liot on their bread, and it not penetrate : w'here- 
fbre who would be at them, 'defign for their heads, or to flioot them againll the’feathcrs. 
The lyre is a rare and deljcious Tea fowd, fo very fat, that you would take it to be 
wholly fat ; it is fomewhat lefs than a duck. * 

The fea fowls are fb numerous, that a gentleman in Weftra told his minifter, that 
fome years ago, he for his own part killed fo many, as afforded him fifty, fixty, and 
fome years one hundred ^ftone w'eight of feathers, (whereby accrues to the owners more 
gain than by the fle(h \>f the fowls ) though for (brae feafons pad he had taken but. few j 
for it is obfervM, that thefe fowls follow the fmall fifties, which are their ordinary food, 
hehce the more fi(hc$, the morj fowls, and when the f (hes forfake this and tlie other place, 
the fowls likewife do (b within a (hort time. Becaufc of this abundance of fowls, therefoi'u 
it is, that the gentlemen and fome others have the rocks in feveral placqp divided among 
•them, as they have their land. Which fowls they either kill by fmall (hot out of boats 
at the foot of /.he frequented, rocks, or clfe men arc let down by ropes from the top of 
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Il^c.rockis, who fearch for. the nefls,, taking the eggs and what fowls they can* appre- 
hend. Many kinds of the fca-fowls are of a pied colour, fomc of which are not to be 
found with us in the fouth. 

There arc here no partridges, but plenty of muir-fowls, hence in fome ifles they 
will take twenty, thirty, or forty pair in one day, the hills covered with heather, being by 
nature fitted for their living and accommodation. Conies alfo do abound in mod of the 
ifles, but no hares are to be feen; fo that if any be brought into the country, as they 
fay hath been tried, they will not live and propagate as in other placfs. 1 hear of few, 
if any, venomous creatures in thefe ifles, as Boethius of old did obi’erve : Serpentes aut 
aliud animal venenofum nullum^ id quod de Hibernia qmquc verum eft. No bees either are 
here, there being no provifion proper for them, bc-fide they would not take well with 
this cold climate. 

No trees there are in this country, nor buflics, fave a few in the bilhop’s garden at 
Kirkwal, which arc efteemeJ as a rarity, for when planted and taken care of, they 
fometimes grow up the height of their garden wall, but aft(;rwards they gradually go 
back and decay. I'his fcveral gentlemen very defirous ( f having trees to grow declared, 
which then mufl: be imputed to the nature of the foil, and fliarpnefs of the fea air, and 
not to the floth of the inhabitants, as our hiflorian aflerts : Ntd/a ufquam arbor ac nc 
frutex qitidem prater ericam^ ncc id tarn cali aut foli vitio quam incolarum ignavH^ quod 
facile oftenditur ex arborum radicibus^ qua pluribus in locis eruuntur. For though indeed 
it be true that roots, and fometimes bodies of trees, are found in mofles, yet this is rare, 
and only to be had in fome places ; vajicreas gentlemen fay, they bring in exotic or 
foreign plants, they fow feed for nurferies, which ufeth to arrive at fome greater growth 
than what is planted, yet after all their pains and expence in ufing fuch proper means, 
fo conducive for obtaining their end, no perfedlion or bearing of fruit can be attained ; 
and that trees, which yet are but fniall, and look dry and wthered, do grow in the bi- 
ftiop’s garden, may be becaufe of its inclofurc, having the church on one fide, the town 
of Kirkwal on the other, and the bifliop’s houfe on a third ; which kind of fences may 
keep oflF the cold breezes that come from the fca, and deftroy the growth of trees in other 
places. 

Though there arc no trees, and fo no fruits for the table, yet there is no lack of good 
roots for the kitchen, as cabbage, carrots, parfnips, turnips, crummucks, artichokes, 
&c. ; all which ufeth to be bigger here than with us ordinarily, cfpecially their arti- 
chokes excel ; hence fome gentlemen do barrel and fend them out of the country for 
a prefeni to their friends : befides thefe, they have likcwife variety of herbs in the field, 
very beneficial to fuch as underftand their virtue and ufe. 

Peats and turf arc the ordinary fuel they ufe, which they have very good and in great 
plenty through the country, except in fomc places, which do not fo abound therewith, 
as in Sanda they arc obliged to bi'ing peats^lrom the adjacent ifles, they not having iu 
their own ifle to fuflice them j and the ufuaf manner of agreement with the proprietor 
of the mofs is for fo much a day for fo many peats as a man can call : and in fuch 
places where there is fcarcity of fuel, the poorer fort make ufe of dried kine’s dung, or 
tangles, which in furamer’s heat they prepare for the winter’s qpld. They have a few 
falt-pans in fome places, where pl(!hty of peats, w’hich are very ufeful to the country : 
at fome tiines much timber, the wrecks of Ihips call away at fea, or broken on tjieir 
ifles, is driven alhore, which the inhabitants feizing kcjp for burnwood, and if good 
and freflx (as fometimes (hips from Norway fuffer fliip wreck upon or nigh to thefe Wes), 
they make other ufes of it : I faw feveral chiumey-picces thereof. The more iffnoraiit 
people cdnftruft this as a favourable providence to them, therefore tBcy call thefe wrecks 
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God’s fend, though not fo favourable to the poor mariners and others vAo RijBkr 
thereby. , 

Although the fea feometh to favour them, by briuging fuch timber, and fometim^ 
calks and hogflieads of wine, brandy, &c. to their doors, yet this turbulent fwelling fea, 
and ftrong current of a tide pays them home fore, for trequenily thereby their fjaaall 
palTagc or fi(her>boats are cull away, Ibnietimcs all in them perilliing, at other times 
Ibme faved with ditliculty. And at all times it is highly dangerous for any not experi- 
enced whh thefe feSs to pafs through between the ifles, though with ftnall boats, becaufe 
of the many blind rocks lying there, upon which fometimes the inhabitants theinfelves 
do fplit, what through foine millake, inadvertency, darknefsof the night, orotherwife. 

The minifters inform us they are ofteti in great danger in going to their churches 
from illc to ifle, viliting their parilhes, going to the prelbytery, &c. Sometimes pale 
death, with its grim countenance, prefenting itl'elf, and Haring them in tlie face, as one 
drawn out by the hair of the head ; another cfcaping on the keel of the overwhelmed 
boat ; fometimes they ^re arrefted by a ftorm in the ifles, and kept from their own fa- 
milies for fome weeks, even when the palfage will be fcarce a mile or half a mile over. 
They tell us, in the ille of Weftra, there was a marriage not long fmee, where about an 
hundred perfons were convened from other ifles, and were detained for fix or feven 
weeks togq^her, fo that the many of them daily faw their own homes, yet they durlt not 
adventure to pafs over, till the falling wind and fea took off their confinement. 

In every ifle there is a Wart or Ward-hill, the higheft hill in the ille, bn the top 
whereof they ufed to kindle a fire when they fiTw an enemy approaching, or difeernej 
any danger, that fo they might alarm the neighbourhood, that the difperfed inhabitants 
of the country having thereby notice given them might convene for their fuccour, or be 
upon their own defence, w^ich beacons on the tops of mountains the feripture makes- 
mention of, as Ifa. xxx. 17. And a late learned author aflerteth, “ That great flame 
with fmoke rifing up out of the city, which was appointed as a fign between the men 
ofifrael and the lyers ih wait, Judg. xx. 38, 40, feems to be meant by this." 

Thwe are fevcral gentlemen in Orkney who have confiderable el^ates, but the King 
is the great proprietor, having about the one half of the rents of the whole country 
which rents are let out to tax-men for lb much />cr annum^ as is agreed upon at the 
public roup, who by their deputes gather in the revenues of the crown, and being the 
King’s ftewards, they arc the principal judges of the country. The rents when collec- 
ted, whether paid in money, meal, oats, barley, or butter, are ordinarily fent fouth, 
which caufctliiia great grudge among the people, foms of them, thereby being redafted 
to great llraits, not getting meal, barley, or the like fometimes to buy, as in the late 
dearth, though then the produdf of thefe ifles, comparatively, were beyond that of many 
other places in the kingdom. The bilhop’s rents amounting to eight or nine thoufand 
inerks per annum, and fo Kiore confiderable than the rents of feveral other bilhopricks 
in the kingdom, now fince the abolition of prelacy coming in to the King’s treafury, 
and at bis difpofal, are alfo fent fouth, aud nut confumed within the ifles, as they ufed 
formerly to be, when the billiops rcfided here, at which the people are likewife difla- 
tisfied, and thereby, as. foine better acquainted with their humours and inclinations do 
inform me, thej>relbyterian government is made thelefs acceptable to many of them. 

The people greatly cry out of the opprellion they groan under, by reafon of the fre- 
quent change of ftewards their* mafters, who being tax-men, and fo only to continue for 
mch'a definite time, each endeavours to gather in his rents, and that as foon as may be, 
^which many of the poor people cannot get fo quickly given, whereuponfeveral of them 
*afe put to doors, and all from them, which hath occafioned much of the King’s 
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land now to be lying wafte and lee ; whereas if they always had one mailer, their cir- 
cumftances might be much better, for fometimes it fo falleth out that the huibandman 
gain as. much in one ^ear as will compenfate the lols of another, the mailer likewifc 
wdnpl be more encouraging to them, and concerned in their welfare, and they havmg 
fet them, would more endeavour the improving of their ground, which now they 
do not, they not knowing but the next year they may have a new raaflcr, whofc little 
finger may be thicker than his predeceflbr’s loins. Yet let not my reader judge that I 
hereby intend the impeachment of any particular perfon or perfons who have been tax- 
men there, or now are; but my deiign is to ihew that this is the common complaint of 
the country both in Orkney and Zetland. 

The gentlemen tell us they have another kind of holding here than is in other places, 
and the bed right they have to their lands is that which they call Udall right ; a poflef- 
fion which the natives fucccfllvcly have .without either charter or feifin, all their lands 
being either fuch Udall lands, or King’s lands, or fewed lands. This Udall right is faid 
to be called from one Ulaus King of Norway^ who when he poffefled the country gave 
to the inhabitants a right to fo much land, he’always retaining to himfclf the third part, 
and enjoying the increafe thereof. 

Their meafure is not the fame with ours, they not ufmg peck and firlot, but inilead 
thereof weigh their corns on pifraircs or pundlers. The leaft quantity is called a merk, 
which is eighteen ounces ; twenty-four merks make a leifpound or fetten, -which with 
the Danes is. that which we call a done ; fix fettens a meil, which is their boll ; and 
eighteen tncils make a chalder. Neither do they ufe pocks or facks as we do ; but car- 
ry and keep their corns and meal in a fort of vcdel made of draw, bound about with 
ropes of the fame, called Ca(iies. 

"Chap. III . — Wherein the feveral JJles and Parijhes belonging to Orkney are emmeraied^ 

and briefy deferibed, 

HAVilJG given fome defeription of Orkney in general, I ifiall now give fome more 
particular' account of the feveral ides thereunto belonging, which are divided into fuch 
as arc inhabited, and fo are more commonly called ides ; and fuch as are not inhabited, 
which they call Holms, only ufed for padurage. The ifles are faid to be twenty-fix in 
number, viz. Pomona, or the Mainland, being much larger than any of the red. Gram- 
fey, Hoy, Suanna, South-Ronaldlha, Burra, Lambholm, Flotta, Faira, Cava, Copinflia, 
Shapinlha, Damfay, Inhallo, Gairfa, Roufa, Eaglcfha, Stronfa, Papa-Stronfa, Eda, 
North-Faira, "Wedra, Papa-Wedra, Wyre, Sanda, and North-Ronalddia. To which 
iriay be added Pightland Skerries, it being fometimes inhabited in the fuinmer-tirae, and 
Waes which in a high dream is divided from Hoy, whereunto it is joined by a low and 
narrow neck of land ; as alfo the Calf of Eda, it having a fait pan in it. It may jae 
obferved that mod of the names of thefe ifles end in a orVy, which in the Teutonick 
tongue fignificth water, to fhew that thefe ifles are pieces of land furrounded with water. 

The fird is Pomona or the Mt^nland, faid to be twenty-four miles in length from call 
to wed, and in fome p'laces fix or eight miles broad ; nigh to the middle whereof is the 
town of Kirkwal, about three quarters of a mile in length frAni*fouth to north, the only 
Tcmarkable town in all this country, and befide >^hich there is no othtr royal Jjurgh in 
Orkney or Zetland. The Danes, who had the OrcadcS long in poffeflion, called it 
Cracoviaca, which name Buchanan takes to be the fame with Kirkwal, but corrypted : 
i^uod Dam Crpcoviacam apj^ellabanti nunc nomine corrupto Kircua Scoiis dicitur. Jt dand. 
eth upon the north fide of the ille, in a low and mold ground ; hsnee a uiinidcr in tins 
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country told me that in feNTral places of their large church, where the more refpe^ed 
burghep ordinarily bury their dead, they can fcarce dig two feet of earth but water 
will arife ; fo that he hath feen when they interred the corpfc, they behoVed to prefs 
them- down in the water till the mold or earth was caft upon them. It is now much 
decayed as to trade and nuntber of inhabitants, as many ancient burghs in this kingdom 
are. In it hath been two (lately edifices, the King’s and the bifliop’s palace : <he former 
is now very ruinous, being the ancienteft of the two, built, as is thought, by fome of the 
bilhops of Orkney, it having the veftige of a bilhop’s mitre and arms engraven upon 
the wall that looks to the ftreet, and in which, it is faid, the bilhops of old had their 
refidence ; the other, called the bilhop’s palace, wherein the bilhops lately lived, was 
built by Patrick Stewart Earl of Orkney, anno 1 606, fon to Robert Stewart, natural fon 
to King James V. This palace is alfo going to ruin, though with fomc cxpence it could 
be kept in good repair. 

U he church is a very noble and large llruflurc, having in it fourteen or fifteen ftrong 
pillars on each fide ; the llecplc (landingtOn four bigger and higher pillars in the middle 
of the church, wherein there are feverat old and good bells. In the eafter part only of 
this great church is divine fervicc performed, which is furnilhed with good feats for 
accommodating the inhabitant?, and other convcnicncics proper for that end. It is 
commonly called St. Magnus C^lhurch, being built, or at Icall, as fome lay, the founda- 
tion laid by Magnus King of Norway, whom they report to have been buried here ; 
though others fay he was butied in Eaglelha, an ille to the north of Kirkwal. There 
are many of this name of Magnus in this country. 

At Kirkwal there is a fafe road ; but Ihips coming from the fouth cannot get fo eafily 
into if, by reafon that the fame wind which brings them to Orkney, often will not fuffer 
them to turn up to Kirkwal, they being obliged to cncompafs a point of land ftretching 
to the north-eaft before they can make the road, fo that frequently they lie at Eiwick 
or Deer- Sound, two anchoring places to the eaft or north-eaft of Kirkwal, until that the 
wind lhall favour them 

On the Mainland good corns do grow in feveral places, though likewife there be much 
inooriih ground ; but the pleafanteft’ part of the ille I take to be the weft end thereof, 
about Birfa, Ilara, Sandwick, and Stromnefs, where there are fcveral fpots well fur- 
nilhed with grafs and corn. In the parilli of Birfa is the King’s houfc, lituated on a 
plain champaign ground on the weft end of the Mainland, nigh to the fca or Deucale- 
donian ocean, which formerly when in order hath had feveral pleafant and diverting 
avenues about it. At a large quarter of a mile’s diftance to the fouth we faw the plea- 
.fanteft mixture of gowans, fo commonly called, or daifies white and yellow on every fide 
of the way growing very thick, and covering a confidcrable piece of the ground, that 
ever we had occafion to fee. The palace was built in form of a court by Robert Stewart 
Rarl of Orkney, about th^ year 1 574 ; i^ is two ftories high,, the upper hath been 
prettily decorated, the ceiling being all painted, and that for the moft part with fchems 
holding forth feripture hiftories, as Noah’s flood, Chrlft’s riding to Jerufalem, &c. ; and 
the feripture is fet down befide the figure : it was inhabited within thefe twenty years, 
but is now faft decaying, r When we entered the palace gate, we faw above it that in- 
feription fo much talked of, and imputed treafonible by King James VI. ; Robertus 
Steuart)is jilius %>cohi Vti, Re/c Scoforum hoc cedificium injlrnxit ; which infoription could 
not‘but o&nd the lawful heir ef the crown, for it cannot well be thought that the Earl 
and all about him were fuch blunderers in the Latin tongue as to put down Rex inftead 
of if there had been no defign in it. Within the palace we faw alfo the motto 
^bove his arms ; Sic fuit^ cji, et erit^ which was a piece of too great arrogancy-for any 
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man to aflume that unto hirafelf which properly belongs to the Son of God, whofe wife 
judgment is not unworthy of our remark, that now only it can be faid of his houle and * 
family, now extinft,^^^ /«/'// which that p;reat King Nebuchadnezar knew to fiis cxpe- 
rience, ' “ That thefc who walk in pride God is able to abafe.” 

Among other pleafant places in this weft end of the Mainland we may take notice of 
Kirtal-Hill, a little to the eafl: of the houfe of Brachnefs, in the pariih of Sandwick, 
which is very large on the top, and plain almofl like a bowling green, fo that nine or 
ten thoufand men could eafily be drawn up in order thereupon ; it is all over very green, 
without any heath or fuch like growing there, neither are there any rifing hillocks on 
it that we could difeern, as ordinarily are to be feen on other hills ; and bccaui'e of its 
being fo very pleafant, the inhabitants about call it ChcarfuMiill. Within a few ndlcs 
alfo of the weft end of the Mainland is the Loch of Stennis, the largcft in Orknev, 
whereon are fome mills ; fome trouts and falmon giUes are found in it and the brooks 
that run from it. 

Bcfide KirkwaUroad, there arc feveral otherf* harbours or bays on tlr* Maird ind, 
wherein Ihips can fafely lie; as one at Kerfton, a fmall village at the ’.v< It end of tli-; 
Mainland, much frequented by fliips going to the weft of Scotland or Iixiand, or com 
ing therefrom ; another is at Holm’s Sound, towards the fouth-eaft lido of the ifle, t " 
which fometimes barks do refort from the foulh ; feveral {hips alfo gr-ing througli Land 
from thefouth to the weft feadrop anchor here ; and when they pals they mult fail be- 
tween Lambholm, a little ifle in the found, and the Mainland ; for the way on the other 
fide between Lambholm and Burra, though it feem more open, yet it is, they fay, Hial- 
low and dangerous. But none I think will dare to fail through ihefe ifles without fonii. 
ineafureboth of {kill and experience, elfe it will be to the hazard of t!'< ir lives, and the 
lofsof {hip and cargo, there being feveral turnings, blind-rocks, and lhaliows; where- 
fore many do judge it the fafeft courfe to keep the wide fca, a*nd fo fail without the ifles, 
cfpecially if the weather be not well fot and promifing. Another convenient road is at 
Heer-Sound, to the eaft of the Mainland, where a great bay conunodious for n;nies to 
ride in. Some other harbours and bays alfo there arc upon the Mainland j but thefc 
are the moft remarkable. 

Nigh to the point of Deer-Nefs fome years ago was caft away a Ihip tranfporting fomc- 
prifouers to America, who were for the moft part weft-countrymen,' apprehended, itn- 
prifoned, and then baniHied for adhering to prclbytcrian principles : there were, as is 
faid, above an hundred who perilhed, being kept under tlie deck, and tied togetlier by 
pairs, whereas if they had been at liberty, the greatelt part, if not all, might have been 
faved, as a few were, then upon dock with the mariners. '1 he country people here did, ^ 
and do think, that the captain of the fliip willingly lulfercd her to drive upon this point, 
and the men there to perilh ; and if fo, it is probable that others, though not aboard, 
have been concerned in ihis inil’chievous delirai, as the authorg and abettors thereof. > 

in the Mainland are feven pariflics, but ihirrecn kirks ; for many minifters in Orkney 
have two and fome three kirks, wherein they ordinarily preach by turns : the firlf is 
Deernefs and St. Andrew’s, at ihe^ «ift end of the ille, where two kirks, one at l)t ernefs, 
and another at St. Andrew’s, wherein their minifter preachellj by turns ; here live the 
lairds of New-work and 'I'ankcrnefs? Und.er this npnifter’s iafpedion alio is Copinllra, 
a little ifle to site caft of the Main, wherein a few lamilios,^fome corn ftind anef paftu- 
rage : it at a little diftance appears to be as an high rock confpicuous to Teamen ; tut 
it declineth and lieth low towards the welt. To the norih-caft of it lieih a Holm, called 
the Horfe of Cop inlha. • 

The next pariih is Holm, alfo on the paft of the Main, to the wdft of Deernefs and' 
St. Andrew’s, wherein is bilt one kirk ; ip this pariflt livclh the laird of Orahain’s-Hall. 
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To their minifter’s charge belongeth Lambholm, a little ifle to the ibuth of the Main, 
wherein a family or two. North«weft from Holm the parifh and town of Kirkwal Ueth, 
where one church, but they (hould have two minifters : a part of thdr charge is called 
the parifh of St. Ola. To the weft of Kirkwal is Orphir, where is but one kirk. To 
the north-wefr of Kirkwal lieth Firch and Stennis, having two kirks, wherein their mu 
nifler preacheth per vices, or by turns : to this parifh belongs Damfey, a little ifle. To 
the north of Firth and Stennis is Evie and Rendal, having two kirks, wherein their mi> 
nifler preacheth per vires. To this parifh belonget^Gairfey, a little pleafant ifle, wherein 
liveth Sir William Craig, of Gairfey. 

To the well of Evie and Rendal is Hara and Birfa, where are two kirks, in which the 
minifler preacheth per vices ; the King’s houfe is in jSirfa as abovefaid. Next to Birfa, 
to the fouth-weft, is Sandwich and Strontnefs, wherein are two kirks, which their mi- 
niller goeth to per vices. To Stromnefs belongeth Kerflon, where the bell harbour in 
Ofkncy, and by reafon it is daily increafing as to houfes and number of inhabitants, 
(who are encouraged to dwell here upon the account of the many fhips that do frequent 
this port, and often tarry for fome time) ; the minifler and gentlemen concur in fup- 
ph'cating judicatories competent, that Kerflon with fome of the country adjacent may be 
erefled into a parifli by itfelf, that fo the inhabitants of the place, and ftrangers reforting 
thereunto, may be ferved with preaching and other parts of the pafloral work ; their 
prefent'thurch at Stromnefs being four miles diftant from them, wherein alfo they can 
have fermon but every other Sabbath. In Sandwick lives the laird of Brachnefs. 

To the fouth of Stromnefs and Sandwick lieth Iloy and Waes, which ordinarily make 
but one ifle, though fometimes by a high flream overflowing the low and narrow paf- 
fage whereby they are joined to one another, they are divided into two ; the ifle is about 
ten or twelve miles long from weft to eaft. Wacs, at the eafl end of the ifle, is better 
inhabited than Hoy, at fhe weft end thereof, it lying lower, and lb fitter for pafturage 
and labouring ; whereas Hoy is more mountainous, only having fome houfes on the 
fkirts of the hills, by the coafts, and fome corn land about their houfes. The hill of 
Hoy is the higheft in Orkney, whence we have a fair profped of all the circumjacent 
ifles, as alfo of Caithnefs, Stranaver, Sutherland, &c. on the fouth fide of Pightland- 
Firth, yet though it be fo high, it cannot hold true what fome do alTcrt, that from this 
hill is to be feen the fun all the night over in the month tfl' June, when he is about the 
•tropic of Cancer, for feeing the fun is for fevcral hours fecn above the horizon the 
fhorteftday of winter, he muft ncccflTarily be fo far deprelfed the fliorteft night in fum- 
nicr, fo that his body cannot then be feen, though Ibmething of a clear light may be 
difeerned, as it were, accompanying the fun from his fetting'to his riling point, by rca- 
Ibn of the relleflion and refradion of his rays upon and through the fea, he dipping fo 
little below their horizon. For the further illuftration of this, the minifters of the nor- 
k-thern ifles of Orkney tol^J me that in the.month of June they wjll fee to read fmall print 
or w'rite at midnight » and in December for fome days they can neither fee to read nor 
write unlefs that they light a candle, as one of them atifcfled from his experience. To 
the fouth of the entry into the Sound between Hoy and Kerljion in the Mainland is the 
Comb of Hoy, thehighcjft rock in Orkney, looking td the weft or Deucaledonian Ocean, 
much frequented by tea-fowls. ^ • 

The minillfer of Hoy hath tw'o* kirks, one in Hoy, and another in Ofanifey, a little 
pleafant :lle about a mile loi\g, lying to the north of Hoy, between it and Kerfton in the 
jVl&inland ; but Ihips that go through this Sound ufe to fail between Gramlay and the 
•Mainland, the way between Gramfey and Hoy being very dangerous,*^ Theminifter of 
.Waes hath two kirks, one in Waes, and zopther in Floita, a pleafant iittle i|le, and as 
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capable of improvement as any ifle in Orkney ; Faira and Cava^ alfo tw9 other little 
ifles, are a part of his charge ; thefe ifles lie to the eaft of Waes and Hoy. 

Nigh to the eaft of Waes and Hoy lies South- Kqnaldfha, five miles long from north 
to fouth, and about two broad in fcveAl places ; it is the fouthcrnmoft of all the ifles of 
Orkney, and very fertile and populous; at the fouth-end thereof is Burwick, whence 
the ordinary paflageis to Duncan’s-bay in Caithnefs over Pightland-firth. Their minifter 
hath three kirks, two in South-Ronuidflia, one at the fouth end of the ifle, called our 
Lady’s-Kirk, and another at the north end, called St. Peter's-Kirk. He hath a third 
kirk in Burra, a plcafant little ifle to the north of South-Ronaldflia, wherein is much 
corn-land and many rabbits ; in this ifle liveth Sir Archibald Stuart. To this parifh 
belongs Swinna, a little ifle in Pightland-firth, of which more afterwards, when we come 
to difeourfe ot Pightland-firth. 

To the north of the mainland lies the Northern Ifles, as Shapinflia to the north-eaft, 
four or five miles long, to tliis parifli belongs but one kirk. It hath a fafe harbour at 
Elwick, on the fouth of the ille : here is the houfc of the found, which looketh well, 
. and* hatha pleafant fituaflon on a rifing ground, lying to the fouth. 

To the north-eaft from Shapinfha lieth StronI'a, about four or five miles long, it is 
well inhabited, and the grafs and corns are good : Papa Stronfa is a little ifle over 
againft if towards north-eaft, wherein but one family, between Papa-Strohfa and,Stronfa 
is a lafe harbour or bay, well fenced by promontories or capes of land : it is faid to be 
the beft north bound harbour in ail the Northern Ifles. Oppofite to Stronfa to north- 
weft lies Eda, at tout four miles of length from north to fouth, it is full of mofs and 
moor, and but thinly inhabited ; foinc of the neighbouring ifles get their peat hence. 
In it a loch and mill. To the north-eaft of Eda Is the calf, a holm fo called ; between 
which and Eda is Calf-found, a convenient and fafe road. The minifter of Stronfa and 
Eda hath two kirks, one in Stronfa and another in Eda, where he preacheth every ihird 
fabbath. To the weft of Eda lies North Faira, a little pleafant ifle, wherein a few 
families. 

On the eaft fide of Eda ftands a houfe built by John Stewart Earl of Garrick, anno 
1663. Some of whofe oHspring arc yet living in the neighbouring ifles, the occafion 
of his coming and living in this remote corner is reported to have been fome difeon- 
tent which fell out b. tween him and his lady ; he built at a great expence twelve falt- 
pans in the Calf offldu, over againft his houfe, which for fome time were all at work, 
he defignmg to have driven a foreign trade with his fait, hut he dying after a few’ years 
abode tiler ■, the houle aiifd pans, not being kept in repair, went to ruin, fo that now 
only one lalt-pit is (laivlii.g. 'I'hus his project died with himfelf. 

To the north-eaft ol Eda is .Samla, the pleafanteft, 1 think, of the Orkney Ifles, nine 
' or ten miles long from fouth to north, in many places a mile or a mile and a half, and 
in fome Icarce half a mile broad, liaving fevfual tongues of land wafhed by the fea, 
hence fome do compare it to the fliape of a lobfter: no place in the ifle is high and 
mountainous, and rnttny fgots of it a^e very plain, tod even like a bowling-green, every- 
where it is well runiiflred with giafs,and much good corn, faid to be the beft in ( hk- 
. ney ; it alone paycth to the King forty-two chalders of viftual, fcvory one of which chal- 
dersis twenty-yne bolis of our meafurc ; the whole ifle is but as one rich puningai;, or a 
epny-v^ren, for I never faw a greater number of conies running in any place tha» I 
did here ; hence the heritors kill feveral hundreds of thetfi yearly for their ufe. There 
arefeveral baya,for ftiips, as Kitlctoft, Otterfwick, and Taphnefs-bay. Soihe^gcn- 
tlemea alfo who have confiderable interefts, as Burgh, Lapnefs, ^c. : many fowls 
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frequtfttt this ifle, as duck and drake, plover, &c. fo that there is good fport for 
jthe fqwter. 'l*he ftirlings or flares are as numerous, I judge, as the fparrows are 
with us. 

In Sanda'^e two miniflers, one having one kirk called Lady-Kirk, on the eaft fide 
of the ifle towards the north end thereof, in this ilk* are fomc fobor, knowing, and good 
people ; particularly in this Lady parifh, in the former Prefbyterian times, ’there was a 
goodly zealous minifier, Mr. Arthur Murray, who went fouth after the revidution, an. 
1660, and died there, fome of the old people yet ali /e, who were under his miniilry, 
cannot fpeak of him without tears : “ The righteous flvall be had in everlafling re- 
membrance.” The other tninider hath under his infpediem three kirks, two in Sanda, 
Crofs Kirk, and Burnefs, and one in North-Rondallha, an ifle to the north of Sanda, 
two or three miles long. Both thefe ifles of Sanda and Noith-Ronaldflia lie low, and 
■ dangerous for feamen, who cannot difeover them at any dillance, efpecially in a 
mifl’y day or dark night, till clofe upon them, and lb are t-ady to fuffer Ihipwrcck, as 
many do. » 

To the weft of Sanda lies Weflra, feven miles long, it is well inhabited, having much 
corn in it ; here is Fitta hill, where they fay the fairies are frequently foen, it is the 
highefl hill in all the northern ifles of Orkney. In the north end of this ifle is the 
cadle of Noutland, built by Gilbert Balfour for the ule of James Hepburn Earl of Both- 
well, married to Queen Mary the 27th of May, an. 1567, in the abby of Holyrood- 
houfe, who fearing he fhould not always retain and enjoy his profent grandeur, w'hich 
the nobles envied him for, he likewife being fufpefted guilty of the murder of my Lord 
Darnley, her former hufband, caufed to be built this Itrong caftle, which upon a 
change of tlie fccnc, he might betake himfolf unto, fituaicd upon a high rock nigh to 
the Deucalcdonian Ocean, having plain champaign ground about it ; it is four ilories 
high, and the lowefl is flrongly vaulted, above which is a high hall, having tw'o air-holes 
through the arch, fo to give vent to tlie powder, if at any time they mould be fur- 
pvifed w'lth a blafl, the walls are very thick, and all the free-ftone for the building was 
brought from the fouth : the roof is flat and fenced with rails of ftono, whence we have 
a fair view of the circumjacent country. '1 hero arc fcveral holes or flits in the build- 
ing, not only to let in the light, but to gall an approaching enemy with fin-all fliot, if 
• at any time they fliould be attacked ; but the Lord often taking the finner in his own 
crahinefs, luflered him not fo to cfcape, by flieltenng hiinfclf in this nell. This caftle 
was never completed, for in one part thereof tlie walls are but half the height intended, 
and never hitherto covered with a roof, and he being purfued by the Lords of the 
rongreg-alion, ne’/er poffeflcd it, or I'o »: -jch as faw it, if not at a diftance, fc'r he taking 
j'liiftlclf fo fea -with two dr three fliips came to Kivkwal in Orkney, and being driven 
thenec by \\ illiaiii Kircalcly of Grange, he fled to Zetland, where the purl'uer had 
'almoft overtaken him, it the pilot’s IkiP in thefe ioas had nefe made a way to efcape, 
in holding down by the fide of a blind rack well enough known to the pilot, which the 
purl'uer ignorant of fplit upon ; whii^h rock to this day is called the Unicorn, from the 
name of a ihip that periflved upon i . Bothwell dTcaped to Norway, where being ap- 
pr'*hcn<led, he was tajcf R to Denmark, and call into a filthy prifon, where he died alter 
ten years impnionment : his wicked life having this miferable end : “ Though hand 
;()jn ill hand the wicked Hull not go unpunifhed;” and ordinarily inuVdcr, (whereof 
fie was fufpeited to be guilty^) fo crieth from the ground, that it bringeth down re- 
markable and often tremendous judgments in time. There are fcvfral gentlemen’s 
fceufi:? in Weftra. 
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The mmifter of Weftra hath three churches wherein he preaches per in. 

VSTeftra, one at the weft end of the ifle called the Weft-Kirk, and anpthef ni^'^to jthef. 
north end called the North-Kirk, the third church is in Papa-TVeftr a, a- littllT Ule of 
three niiles long from fouth to north \ betwixt it and Weftra th^e if p convenient 
harbour for (hips at Piriwa ; as alfo in the fame found a little to the nofth of this har- 
bour lies a holm wherein there hath been a little chapel, whereof iome of the ruinous 
walls arc yet to be fccn. Papa-Weftra abuiindeih with rabbits, and hath fome corn 
land, but not fo much as fome other ifloe, it being hard and ftony ground ; it belongcfh 
to a gentleman called Holland, and hath been reputed ^famous lor St, Trodwell’s Ciia- 
pel and Loch or Lake. To the call of this ille licth the Holm, where the Enftcr^nicn 
had ihier huts as above. 

To the fouth of Weftra lies Roufa, an ifle fix miles long, full of heathy iiills, abound- 
ing with moor-fowls ; there is not much corn in it, and but thinly inhabited. There is 
a loch and mill thereon that goeth ordinarily all the fummer over, which is rfTc in 
thefc ifles. The mlnifler of Roufa hath two kh’ks, one in Roufa and another in Eglc- 
Iha, .a plcafanf illo two miles long, where a church much frequented by fuperflitious 
people, with a high lleeplc feen at a great diflancc, wliere (as fome would have it) St. 
Magnus was buried. To his charge alio belongs Inhallo, a little ifle to, the weft of 
Roufa, alfo Wyre a fmall ifle. 

Thus I have glanced at the defeription of the Orcades ; moft of which '1 have had 
occafion to fee, wherein we fee there are feventeen pariflms ; eight in the mainland, 
viz. Kirkwall, Holm, Deernefs and St. Andrews, Evie and Kendal, Firth and Slennis, 
Orphir, Birfa and Hara, Sandwich and Stronjiiefs ; and nine in the other ifles, viz. 
South Ronalflia and Bura, Wacs and Fiona, Hoy and Gramfey, Shapinflia, Stronfa 
and Eda, Lady-Kirk in Sanda, Crofs-Kirk and Burncis in Sanda, and North Ronalflia, 
Weftra and Papa Weftra, Roufa and Egleflia ; but ther^are thirty-one kirks ; and 
thefe minifters look upon themfelves as more happily ported, who have only one kirk, 
cfpecially if they have not more kirks in feveral illcs ; this tending more to the edifica- 
tion of fhe people under their charge, and confequently to, their peace and encourage- 
ment, they every Lord’s Day difpenfing ordinances in the fame place, to the fame 
people, whereas thofe who have more kirks committed to them are fometimes obliged 
to preach in one place and fometimes in another, and the people generally frequent but 
their own kirk, cfpecially if they be in different ifles, hence ordinarily they enjoy the 
ordinances only every other Sabbath, and in fome places but one of three, which can- 
nof but obftruft the progrefs of the Gofjiel among them. Befides it is uncafy, ex* 
penfive, and dangerous* for them to travel from ifle to ifle, and fometimes a ftorrti 
arifing they are necefl'arily detained there. The llipends here are fmall, and for the 
moft part paid by the fteward or his depute, the king being the principal proprietor, 
yet they can live very, well upon them, viclimls being Had at an eafy rate. • 

The people are generally tra£lable, fubmilHye and refpeftiul to their minifters, which 
is very defiTablc and encouraging to thofe wnk labour among them., when true zeal 
enlargeth the dofires, and puts ai^edge upon tl^ fpirits of paftors in the difeharge of 
the Lord’s work for the good of fouls. 

Chap. Things remarkable in Orkney^ as anciettt Monuments^ Jlrange Phfivi- 

denceSf are reprefenteS. 

HAVING^ken a view of the country in general, and the feveral ifles in .particular, 
I lhall ^ow divert my reader with fome |hings remarkable, not altogether unworthy of 
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otir obfe^yatira, fi^ch as (omc ancient moiwiBexMiiH Arange accidepts^ .afd ipme othW . 
,, not't^y .ininon^ and ddi$dable) bat atfo profitable tp ^he.judiiQf^} )^ 

^ rittttet'** o^jn^tatbn'to the Wife obfcrvers of thefe things, who re^M the W<J?tt8 of 
the 'Lord|||odl duly pohder the operations of his hands, in the years, of incicWt and 
latter dmes.^ ^ 

The iirft we take optice of is the Aone, called the DWarfie Stone, lying in a Valley 
between two .hills,' ti^»the nSS'th of the Hill of Hoy, it is about thirty-four feet long, 
fixteen or feventeen broad, and eight thick, hollowed by the hand of fume mafon, as 
the print of the mafon-ironardo yet Ihcw ; it hath a fquare hole for the entry, looking 
So the eaft, two feet high, with a ftone proportionable ftanding before this entry at two 
feet diftance, within at one end is hewen out a bed with a pillow, wherein two perfons 
may lie alraoft at their full length oppofite to this, at the oil^ end, is fomething alfo 
Iwwen out like a couch, between which bed and coucif there is a larg^ hole above 
niout the biguefs of the entry, through which a perfon may come up to the top of 
*lhe ftone, and might ferve tor a venf to the finoke, if fo be they had put any fire upon 
a hearth between the two beds. Beneath this ftone runs to the fouth a cold alld plea- 
fant fpring, which might afford drink to the inhabitants. Who hewed this ftone, or for 
what ufe It was, we could not learn, the common tradition' among the people is, that a 
giant with hji^aife lived in this ifle of Hoy, who had this ftone lor their caftle; But 
I would rather think, feeing it cOuld not accommodate any of a gigantic ftature, that it 
might be for the ufe of fome dwarf, as the name feems to import, oi'it being remote 
from any houfe might be the retired cell of fome melancholy hermit. The ftone 
allb may be called theDwarfie Stone, antiphrafiriy or by way of oppofition, it being 
fo very great. 

To the north-weft of this ftone is a high mounmin of a fteep afeent, called the Wart- 
hill of Hoy, looking td the north j nigh to the top of which hill about mid-day, is feeii 
fomething, and that at a good difiance, which glitters and lliines wonderfully, and though 
fome have climbed up and fearched for it, yet could find nothing i ibincs mod in 
the fummer timi^ : th^ people talk of it as Idme enchanted carbuncle t others take it 
to be a water that re^^eth the fun*s rays, and fo caufeth fuch a fparkling and fplen- 
doT} but a gentleman who liveth nigh to this rock told us, that it lliines moll in the 
gieateft drought, when no water is near it. 

At the weft end of the mainland, about a mile and a half to. the weft of the houlc 
of Skad, on the top of high rocks, there is fomething like a ftrcct, near to a quarter of 
a mile in lingth, and between twenty and thirty feet in breadth, all laid wid^ones of 
different figures and magnitudes, of a reddilh colour : fome of which ftones bcai* the 
image and reprefentation of a heart, others of a crown, others. of a, ,lhoe, ,a leg,, a laft, 

weaver's Ihuttle, &c. And that which renders it yet the more ftrange is. When tliefe 
ftones arl raifed many of them have the fame figure and lhape below un the one fide, 
that thijr have above on the other j^hich ftreet all beholders look on as vcryjwonder- 
fui. I faw.a.part of the garden vlall of the houfe of Skacl, decoded in th^^foreparc 
thereof with thefe ftones, we int^ided to have f^nt a parcel of them louth to dilr friends 
as a rarity, if the^ l^ad net been forgot at our return from Zetland. ^’PketKer thefe 
ftones be fo laid and figured by art or by nature will be hard to determine.'^ For there 
is no hpud nigh to this ftreet, neither are the ruins, of any which formerly have been 
there to be feen. So puzzling are the works of God to thembft ingenipu^and accurate 
mbfervers of Providence. . ' 

' At the loch of Stennb in thp mainland, in Hiat part thereof vij||k]e the loch is nar- 
loweft, both dn the weft and eaft fide of th«4ochi there is a ditch, w1ithl4^ which there 

a is 



ZBTJLAN'D, n«aTLAMD>n«T«U AMD -CAXTHNESf. 

is of; btrge and bi^ ftones fteQaa^;. the larger round is on the weft* fide, 

a^e dno huodtid paces diameter*, die fet ^ut in form of a circle urifbin a 
large .di^, are not ail of a like quantity and fize, though fonie of them, 1 thiafc,Viure» 
uj^rds of twenty feet high 'above ground, four or five feet Jiroadfinda foot or two * 
thicic, fomcof which ftones .are fallen, but many of them are yet ftand^, between 
which there is not an equal diftance, but many of them are about tan'or ^elvc feet 
diftant from each other. On the other fide of the loch .^ver which wepafs by a bridge 
laid with ftones after the manner of a ftreer, the loch there oeing /hallow, are two 
ftones ftanding of a like bignefs with the reft, whereof one hath a round hole in the 
midft of it, at a little diftance from which ftones thereTs another ditch, about half a 
mile from the former, but of a far lefs circumference, within which alfo there are Ibme 
ftones ftanding, forna#i5ni^ bigger than the oihef ftones on the weft fide of the loch, 
in form df a fcmicircle, 1 think, rather than of a circle, opening to the eaft, for I fee 
no ftones that have fallen there favc one, which when ftanding did complete buyhe 
femigircle. Both at the eaft and weft end of the bigger round, are two green nioumis, 
which appear to be artificial ; in one of which mounts were found, faith Mr. Wallaic, 
nine fibula 6i filver, round, but opening in one place like to a horfe-fhoc. 

It is moft probably thought that thefe were the high-places in times of pagan idola* 
try, whereon fatrifices were oifered, and that the two artificial mounts of earth fervod 
for the fame purpofe, or were the places where the allies of the facrifiSts w<g:e eaft, as 
fome will have it. Boethius, in the life of Mainus King of Scots, obferveth,^that the 
people called thefe huge ftones drawn together in the form of a circle, the ancient 
temple of the gods ; Ut populus ad religimem moverentur^ prifeis facrh novas quafdim et 
feicnnes cermenias fuperaddidit ( Rex mmirum Matnus J dits immortaltbus per agendas ^ ut 
■immenfts /axis variis in regimum locis ( ut res expofeebat) in coronidem admotis, eorumque 
maxima ad meridiem porreelot cujus pro ara foret ufus : viilima^ibi diis immortaltbus faerU 
ficium cremarentur. Extant in rei fidem^ vel hoc mjlro avo ingenlia ca faxa duSta in circoSf 
prifea deorum phdna vulgus appellat. Many of the country *do fay, that in the hrger 
round the fun, and in the leiTer the moon, was worlhipped by ih^old pagan inhabitants 
of thefe ifles. * 


And indeed to build their altars of earth or unpoliflied ftones feems to have been 
the cuftom of ancient times, and even of the firft ages of the Roman empire, as the 
learned Spencer endeavours to prove from Tertullian, Etji a Numa concepta eft curioji- 
iasMe^itiofay nondum iamen aut fmularris aut tempiis res divina apud Romanos eonftamU 
Fn^relipo et paupercs ritus et nulla capitolia certantia cceh ; fed temerar^ 4^ ceftite at- 
tariot et vafa adhuc Sanaa, et nidor ex illis, et Deus ipft nujquam. And further con- 
firming the fame from CluyeriM writing of the German antiquities. And concludes 
with giving the rcalbn why the Gentiles of old were fo taken with rude, undigefted, 
artlefe and unpolilbed altars and places of worlhip, becaufe they judg^jl rfiem tHitre 
holy and more acceptable to the Gods : Gei^uantiqua, faith he, nature vel tra£ti^ 
domi^ naturalia omnia rudia licet et impolite, ftuftliora et diis fuis grdtiora credidertM, 


And here in thefe monuments npthing like m or form : the ftones are not po- 
Uflied nor all of a like thicknefs, height orbr^dth, nor of an equal diftance from 
each other. , ■ • * • • 

In the ifle ef Sanda there is a chapel^ called thd ^apcl of CIct,' wlyrein there is a 
grave nlhellenieet'lbhg, which when opened fome years-agb, there was nothing foynd 
in it fave thejriisce of a back-bone of a man, greater than the back- bone of any horfe. 
ThiS'the tninimr'of the j^ace declared unto me, who faw the grave opene^i, i^d^ea- 
fured iffrom the head to the footftone thereof, who alfo for tome'fime h^l^'e bone 
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in his euftody. , The. vulgar, tradition is that there waa a giant there, wher.was fd fa 
talL|Q^ture th^ h^' could have fto^id upon the ground and put the cbpftoK^ updid . 
chapel| which, ho in|n xioV living by far could do. 

There are^lib bones found in "Vireftra Between T ukey and the Weft Ohurch, as great 
as horfe bone^ as the- minifter of Weftra mformed me. And tome there have, be^ 
lately of a gigantic llature in thele ifles : as that man who died not long finte, whhht 
for nis height they common)^ call the Melkie Man of Waes. 

Through this country we find feveral obelilks, or very high and .great ftones fet iip, 
as one in the ifie of £da, another on the mainland .within a mile of Birfa, &c. they 
appear to be much worn, by the walhtng of wind and rain, which (hews they are of a 
long Handing, and it is very ftrangc to think how in thefe places and times they got 
fuch large ftones carried and crefted. Mirabile prof eBo qui/quit ^fpeSlaverit qua arte, 
quibus corporis viribus lapides fanta mole in unum locum fuerint congejii. The reafon and 
end^ their fetting up cannot be certainly known j however we may conjecture, that 
probably it was in remembrance of foiije famous battle, or hath been the ancien||ifu- 
neral monuments of fome renowned perfons, who have fallen in battle or been buried 
there. Several of which ftones and monuments are to be feen in many plac^ through 
Scotland, and in Norway they are very common, as ouj* travellers who have feen 
them inform me* And it is like thefe ftones have been fet up by the Norwegians, vrhen 
they poffefled this country. 

In Scapha about a mile from Kirkwall to fourh-weft it is faid there was kept a large 
and ancient cup, which they fay belonged to St. Magnus King of Norway, who firft in- 
ftruded them in the principles of the Chrifiian religbn and founded the church of 
Kirkwall, with which full of fome ftrong drink their bilhops at their firft landing were 
prefented ; which, if he drank out, they highly praifed him, and made themfelves to 
believe, that they (hould ‘have many and fruitful years in his time. This Buchanan 
relates, and as Mr. Wallace Qbferveth, is fiill believed there, and talked of as a truth. 
Scypoum habent antiqutm^ faith Buchanan, quern diyi Magni, qui pritnus ad (os Chrijii 
doilrinam attulityfuijfe predicant ; is cum ita fuperet communium poculorum amplHudinemy 
ut ? Lapilharum convivio refervatus vidcri pojfit., eo fuos epifeopos initio ad fe adventantes 
explorant : qui plenum uno haujlu ebiberit ( quod admodunt raro evenit ) miris eum laudibus 
profequuniury atque bine velut leeto augurio fequentium annorum proventum animis pracipiunt. 
The country to this day have the tradition of this, but wc did not fee the cup, nor 
could we learn where it was. And indeed that which renders this the more credible 
' is, that the'Norwegians at prefent, as merchants and mariners informs us, ha# tl cuf- 
tom like unto this, that if any come to pay tlicin a vifit, efpeci*ally if they be ftrangers, 
they ufe to prefent them with a large cup full of dripk, which they take not well if 
guefts drink not out. They fay, fome of thefe cups will contain three mutchins, 
cjhers a pint^'and fome a^quart of our nieafure. « 

The wind, and fea^in any.ftorm beats/noft tempeftuoufly and vehemently here upon 
the rocks : a little to the weft of Ker£k^ in the mainland, there is a rock caUed the^Black 
Craig of Stromnefs, about feventy famom high ; upon which in a ftonn the fea from the 
Beucatedonian ocean dot/i beat withifuch violence and force, that the waves, brealfing 
thereupop, caufe the water to rife tp the top of thfe rock like fnow, and fly like a, white 
Iheet before thh wind, blaftjng the corns for three or four miles behind die rock, if it 
flkU out in, or a little before haweft ; and this it doth likewife in feveral other pliides of the 
couKUry, as fome gentlemen, who ^ew U to thdr toperience, did decla^ Yeg fo great 
^ the violence of thefe tempeftuous feas, that thereby fome great ftonWare caftoutand 
'inlKrs are worn, & that large c&ve^ in fome plaices run jftom the fea wlthin.ibe rock, 
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beneath the ground for fame confiderable vray, I faw o^e of thefe at the eaft end of the 
mainland H :the i»riih of Holm, it is all covered above with the rock and earth,’ f&ve 
that within thefe few years fomeof the rock and earth fell in, or was blown up (aa they 
ctlll it) in one night, by a violent ftorm blowing from fouth>eail ; hence now there is a hole 
in the hill above, like the eye of a coal-pit, which is terrible to look down iriito : there is 
another, fomethiog like this in South-Ronaldfha. In thefe caves, doves aiid fea fowls in 
great numbers tife to neftle. 

Several fttange fiihes are here taken, oread alliore fometinies, which are, they fay, very 
beautiful to look upon, but we never had occafion to fee any of them. There are like- 
wife a great number of little whales, which fwim through thefe ifles, which they call 
ipout-whales or pellacks, fome of which I have feen ; and they tell us it is dangerous 
for boats to fall among them, left they be overturned by thetn : the former year anno 
1699, there was thirteen of thefe whales driven on fliorc npon Gairfay’s Land, and 
eleven upon Eglcllia’s, about one time, as the gentlemen ihemfelves did inform mc', of 
wht^ oil is made, very beneficial to the matters of the ground. The otters alfo, feat? (jr 
felcns, and other fuch fea-creatures are very nunferous, but now their number is fo much 
diminiflied, that not one of twenty is to be feen, and they have found feveral of them 
lying dead upon the fliore ; fome hence obferving that the judgments of God, as to Icar- 
city of fuitable provifions to thefe creatures, are upon the waters alfo. 

The tides here arc fo rapid that they will carry a fliip along with them, though the wind 
be contrary, if not very ftrong, and in going ainong thefe ifles fcarce arc they out of one 
tide when they are engaged in another j and in going from place to place they will find 
fometimes the fame flood for them, and at other times againft them, aiui io with the ebb, 
efpccially there are fome impetuous tides which they call roufts, caufed by the ftrong 
current of a' tide meeting with a narrow paflTage ; the quicknefs and rapidity of the tide, 
compenfing the narrownefs of the paflage, as it is in lanes, wjiich ftraitetis the blowing 
wind, and makes the wind to blow fo much the harder, in a proportion to the preflure 
it fuffers by the ftraits of the lane ; fo may we rcafon concerning the roufts wltich run 
among the ifles. I have feen fome of thefe roufts boil like unto a fotthing pot, with 
their high, white, and broken waves in a calm fummer day, when there was tio wind 
blowing. At one lime failing by the fide of Lalha Rouft between Sanda and the Calf 
of Eda, the rouft getting fome hold of us, turned about the head of our boat very quick- 
ly, and though there were four able young men rowing, befidc the help we had by tlic 
fail, tye could not without great difficulty make our way through it : they tell us, that il 
the greateft ffiipin Britain fell into this rouft, wdiere it is ftrongeft, it would'-turn her a- 
boiitat pleafure, and detain her till the tide fell weak, even though ffie had a right fa- 
vourable gale. 'J'hefc roufts are more dangerous in an ebb than in a flood, the ebb being 
obferved uill, cateris paribus^ to make the fbuleft and moft tempeftuous fea, .and efpe- 
cially they will foam and rage, if the tide be running in the wind’s eye : and when thi^e 
is any ftorm, they will'caufe any (hip or boat m ftand 6n end and be ready to fink her 
the^l. Several of which roufts we had occa^n to meet with, but the Lord brought 
US fafe through; , < \ 

Though the general current of the tide be ftill thi fame, from weft to eaft in a flood, and 
from eaft to weft in an ebb yet running violent upon the Ihnd, they caufe a contrary 
motion in the (ea next to it, which they call Eaftcr or Wetter Birth, accord^g to its.codrfe, 

■ And there arQ fome things which have been obferved as ve^ ftrange in the running of^he 
tides, as that it flows two hours fooner on the weft fide of Sanda than if doth on the eaift t 
and at Hanim^efs in the fame iile, both ebb and flood runs one way except at the jbegin- 
ning of- a quick ftream, when for two or three horns the flood rupsfoUth j' in ^brth, 
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F^a the f«a ebbs iune houi%, wd flows but three, but the reafons of thefe jjpheQoinraa 
will not be fo intricate or hard to^ rcfolve, if we confider the fituation of thefe ifles, whifle 
the tide feemato alter his cSurfe ; for the flood coming ft’om the weft to the weft fide of 
Sanda, h takes fome time before it can get about the points of theijle to the fouth fide 
thereof } fo in NorihFaira, the fea is more open whence the flood cometl}, but the ebb 
runeth through (everal iiles, burning many points of land before it come to NoHh Faira, 
which cannqt but retard its motion : fo at Hammonefs in Sanda, the fituation of the place 
much detcrmineth the running of the tide. 

I'fae rapid motion of thefe tides among the ifles, and their meeting with one another 
makes it very dangerous, and fometimes more cfpecially in a calm, fo a minifter there 
told us, that he was never nearer deatR in bis life than in a dead, calm when nigh to 
Weftra, for they faw the fea coming, which they thought would fvvaliow them up, and 
there being no wind they could not get out of the way, but God fo ordered it in his wife 
providence, that the fea or fwell of the ;(ea which they feared broke on the fore>part of 
the boat, and fo they efcaped. 

There are frequently Finmen feen here upon the coafts, as one about a year ago on 
Stronfa, and another within thefe few months on Weftra, a gentleman with many 
others in the ifle looking on him nigh to the fhore, but when any endeavour to appre- 
hend them, they flee away moft fwiftly ; which is very ftrange, that one man, fitting in 
his little boat, Ihould come fome hundred of leagues from their own coafts, as they 
reckon Finland to be from Orkney ; it may be thought wonderful how they live all 
that time, and are able to keep the fea fo long. His boat is made of feul-flcins, or fome 
kind of leather, he alfo hath a coat of leather upon him^ and he fitteih in the middle of 
his boat, with a little oar in his hand, fifhing with his lines : and when in a ftorm he foes 
the high furge 'of a wave jqjproaching, he hath a way of finking his boat, till the wave pafs 
over, leaft thereby he lliould be overturned. The fiflicrs here obferve that thefe Fin* 
men or Finland-men,,by their' coming drive away the fillies from the coafts. One of 
thrir boats is kept as a rarity in the Phyficians-Hall at Edinburgh. * 

On the weft fideof Papa Weftra, between it and Weftra, there is an Holm, wherein 
once there was a little cliapel, whereof fome of the fide-walls are now only Handing, in 
which they fay, there were feven fillers buried, who were nuns, anjl dcfircd to lie in this 
Holm, about whofe graves this chapel was built ; about a year ago, there were feen 
feveral times at mid>day, about twenty men walking on that holm, among whom there 
-was one higher and greater than the reft, who fometimes Hood and looked unip the 
chapel, this my informer with a hundred people in the ifle of Papa faw, who could at- 
, teft the fame : after which appearance there was a boat call away <on that holm with 
four men in her, who were all loft, 

*', In the links of Tranaby in Weftra, and of Skeal in the mainland, walh^ from the 
weft by the Deucaledonian Ocean, fo^ places are difeovered when the fea walheth 
away the iaild, which Ihews that fuch places have been cemetcricSKir burying plao^ for 
their dead of old, of a fquare figure, apd the Hones are joined together by fome cement, 
when opened earth and fometimes bones are found m them ; the reafon fome do give of 
this is becaufe the way of interring^ dead bodies among many of the ancients, (as among 
the Sa'zons in^theille of Britrin) was not in deep graves, but under clods or turfs of 
eanh made into hillocks. But none of thefe we had oceafion to fee. Cfonceming. that 
rock called Lefs, furrounded with the fea, nigh to the Noup-head in Weftra, upon 
which fome fay, if any man go, having iron on him, the fea will inftantly(jtege,fo tfiat no 
bpat can come nigh to take him off^ nor the fea be fettled till the piece of iron.be call 
into it j when in Weftra wc enquired aboujfit, but found no ground for ibe truth 
thereof 

Mr. 
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Mr. -Wallace narrates a remarkable providence, which the tninifters here confi/mdd to 
\is.as a truth; concerning four men ip ^ronfa who ufed to hih together in one boat, 
jjjBtotfg whom there w^s one John SmkMpvhofe wife being defubus he ftould Intermit, 
his fiihing for a time, he having purchaled a great plenty of filh, which he not being fd 
willing to do, on a day (he riling before hini (topped the ig(|ndows, and other places in 
the houfe, wherc|2y light was let in, and fo went to the fields ; the other three men after 
their ufual manner went to fea, whofe boat (he law overturned and themfelves perilh ; 
upon which (he returned home to her hulband : and no doubt would have given the fad 
news of his neighbours perilhing, not without joy congi^tulating, that he was not this 
day in company with them : but upon her.commg into her houi'e (he had yet a more 
melancholy figiit ; her hulband lying dead, choaked in that velTel, wherein they ufed to 
make urine. 

An honed man in Orkney told me that fome years ago, when he was coming home 
with timber and fome other things in his boat, from Innernefs, and was almod the length 
of theide of Eda, where he lived, the boat turned and lay upon her fide, but the fails 
being fpread in the water hindered the mad to go down, and her altogether to oveituni 
much of w'hat they had in went to the fea, an*d he with the oriter feamen in company fat 
upon thi^ fide of the boat, and were fo (or fome hours tolTed up and down, whither the 
tide did drive them, they in the mean time comforting and rcfrclhing one another with 
places of feripture and notes of fernions, which lately they had heaid, andfometimes put- 
ting up earned prayers to God whom the wind and Teas do obey ; at length God not turn- 
ing away his mercy from them, nor their prayer from him, gracioufly gave ear unto their 
cry, and brought them all fafe alhore together with the boat on the wed fide of Sands, 
much of the timber and wliat they had in being driven alhorc to the very place before 
them. A great mercy when not only they, but their boat, and mod of their leadening, 
were laved. Some of thofe' men whom I am acquainted with, and do judge godly, can- 
not fpeak of this deliverance but with great concernednefs^and affeftion, which makes 
me to think this mercy not to have been cad of common providence, but agneious re- 
turn of their prayer. 

The effeds of thunder in this country arc very furprlfing ; 1 670 the deeple of Kirk- 
wall was burnt with lightening : and anno 1680, there was a gentleman in Stromnefsin 
the wed end of the mainland had a dall, wherein riicre were twelve kine, the thunder 
killed every other one, killing one and palling another, fo that there were fix killed, and 
fix alive ; this the miniders confirmed as a certain truth to their Itnowledge. 

There was a man that died not many years ago, who when a child being left in the ^ 
fiHd, (the mother, as fome fay, (hearing at a little didance from him) was taken up by 
an eagle, and carried from the pari(h of Orphir, in the mainland, totheifleof Waesover 
three or four miles of fea, but in God’s good providence, the eagle being quickly pur- 
filed to his ned whither the child was taken, he was recovered without any hurt. 

It was obferved that in thefe iiles before the late dearth, there were feveral (Irangd birds 
feen, fuch as they have not feen formerly lijw fince. One of the minideta told me, that 
one bird frequent^ his houfe about that ti^ for a quarter of a year, .which was of a 
black, white, red and^green colcyir : as alfo h\ faw another, all driped or fprainged on# 
the back, which birds were beautiful to beholc\ 

There was a monder about feven yeaia agolborn of one Helen Thomfon fpoufe to 
David MaKtin, weaver, in North RonaKha, haviitg his neck between j^ead and (boulders 
a quarter and an' half of a yard long, with a (ace, nofe; eyes, mouth,. &c. to thc^back, 
as well av before, fo that it was two feced, whicli monder, came living into the 
world: th^the minifter declared unto ua having taken the attedacionof the*women 

prefent . 
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prefent at the birth, he not being on the i^ace at the time ; and it is faid that a certain 
woman fhould have wifhed this upon the mother, u'hom (he alledged had lyed upoiUier, 
in her wrath wifhing, that if ilie fpoke a lid ihe might, bring forth a monflicr, whica ac- 
cordingly came to pafs iff God’s holy and wife providence'. 

Some fay there are fevcral mines of fdver, tin, lead, &c. Alfo (ome veins of marble 
and alabader ; Buchanan commends this country for white and black lead, of which 
there is to be had as good as in Britain. 6V.v divcrjts in loch bnjtts injuhx^ ’metallte funt 
plumbli albi and nigri tarn probi qmvi usquam in Britannia reperiatur. As alfo feveral 
of fine fhells to be found on the fhore and rocks, but we had occafion to fee none of 
them, favc foine of thefe nuts, whereof they make lhuff*boxcs. 

Chap. V. — Some Heatheni/!) andPopiJh Rites, Charms, yet remaining in the Orkney 

Ijlcs, are glanced at. 

BEFORE that I bring to a clofe n\y difeourfe concerning Orkney, I fhall give an ac- 
count of fome cuftoms yet prevailing among them, which can be conilrutfed to be no* 
thing clfe fave the four dregs of Pagan and Popilh fuperftition and idolatry, yea. anil 
many of thetn fuch as the charms pradifed by them to be the mere and woeful efl'eds of 
pure devilry, and not the produd of nature’s operation. *• 

But lead 1 fhould be midaken I judge it not amifs to premife, that not all nay nor the 
generality of Orkney are hereby impeached as guilty of thefe evils, for I know there are 
;many judicious and wife men, and 1 hope fome real chridians among them, who abhor 
and deted fuch things as much as any, but hereby fome fooliih and filly ones are intend- 
ed, whom, deceiving and being deceived, fatan leadeth captive at his will ; nor yet that 
all the ifles are alike lying under the charge, for there are fome of them, whofe inhabi- 
tants are generally more*'moral and difcrcet : neither is it alledged, that fuch finful and 
corrupt cultoms prevail as much now as formerly, for they arc much away by what 
• they were, and that oven of late : nor is it denied but that honed and faithful miniders 
will labour to have them iibolillicd evciy wtierc,* feeing alas I there is much horrid 
wickcJnel's and manifed devilry too with us in the fotlth, as well as with them in the 
north, fo that no part of the kingdom can plead, not guilty. 

But my princqial fcopc and defign is to manifed the works of darknefs, and to fliew 
how buly the god of this world is in deluding and blinding poor fouls, and how ready 
v,e are to be Lis drudges and flaves ; that fo thefe things, being wifely and ferioufly con- 
liJered, all may be induced to make a Chridian improvement thereof, both with refpeft 
to tlicinfelvcs and others, ‘whom they are called to pity and pray for, “ if pertidventure 
God will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, that they may be re- 
covered out of the fnarc of tho devil and more efpecially that the general ad'emblies, 
and other judicatories of this church as they are called, may b^ pleafed to continue their 
tathci ly care over thefe northern illcs^fiiat though they be remote from themastofitu- 
atlon, yet 'they may be near unto tWm as lo a warm arid kinil^y affeftidn, which our 
church hath not been wanting in hjroerto. 

And firft we woidd {ake notice ,fthat the old maxim “Ignorance is the mother of 
devotion,” fo much'eried up by jne Papiflrs and rheir judicially blinded clergy, is fo far 
b oni being /he mother of devotion, that it is both the mother and nurfiS of the mod 
liamuable errors, buperditions and delufions, as thefe ifles know to their (ad exper- 
ience ; for ignorance of the principles bf our holy religion doth greatly prevail among 
<hc 'commonalty, fo that as one of their miniders, not without fome,iSbncem and grief 
for the time, tofd me, not one of a hundred in fome of their pariflies can read. How 
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this comes to pafs, that the people fliould be fo grofsly ignorant I fliall not undertake to 
<l|termine, it is commonly imputed to their want of fchools, through the country,, which * 
irmeed I will not fay, but is one great caufe thereof, and therefore that this fo very 
dreadful an evil may be efFeftually remedied,^ care fliould be ftkenby all concerned, that 
fchools be erected in every parifh, and a compctcflt falary provided for the mafter^s 
maintenance and encouragement ; and that alfo in every ifle where there is any number 
of inhabiiants, fonie pcrlbn fliould be appointed for the inftruction and education of 
their children ; and until that fuch a courfe be taken, the people generally will be igno- 
rant ftill, and the minifters as to the preaching part, may complain in the words of the 
•prophet, ‘‘ Whom fliall we teach knowledge ? and whom fhall we make to underftand 
doctrine ? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breafts/' Fur it 
is much about one to preach to auditors befotted with ftupidity and ignorance, as it is 
to give exhortation unto babes, therefore it is that our church in her afTeuiblies hath fo 
frequently and ferioufly prelfed the learning of children to read, and the providing of 
fchools for that end, paflors to be diligent in tlvit initiating and necefl'ary work of exami- 
nation and preaching catcchetic doftrines, and the concurrence of parents with both in 
laying out themfclvcs for the inftruftion of their children, as well by thcnifclvcs as by 
others ; godly minifters well knowing that the fuccefs of ordinances and edification of 
their people, dependeth much thereupon, as the means which the Lord ufeth to blefs 
for the bringing in of his elect ; knowledge being fo neceffary to the being of faith, 
that the latter is fometimes exprefl'ed by the name of the former. 

And feeing they retain not God in their knowledge, it is no wonder they be given over to 
a reprobate mind, to do things which arc not convenient ; no wonder they frequent their 
old chapels for luperflitiousends, of which the corrupt and purblind realoii of man hath 
been always very fond : no wonder that being in the dark without the lanthorn of the 
knowledge offeripture revelation, they miftake their way, arfti by the ufing of charms 
and confiilting of charmers, they “ run to Beelzebub, inftead of having recourfe to the 
God of I/rael.’^ Which ignorance to be the caufe of thafe evils^ will appear the more 
evidently, if we confider, that in ihefe ifles, where there is a greater meafure of the know- 
ledge* of God, iljcre is not fuch^^a following of ihefe horrid and hellifh pradfices. 

'l'h(?re arc feveral old chapels in thefe illcs, wdiich the people refort unto, but that 
which 1 Iicard of, as moft famous is St. 'IVedwcrs chapel in Papa-Weflra, which they have 
^fuch a veneration for, that they will come from other illos in confiderablc numbers to 
it ; fome of us having occafion to be on that ifle, we faw this chapel, fituated on a finall 
low rock, within a loch commonly called St. TredwePs Loch, to which we paffed by ftep- 
ing ftones ; before this chapel door there was a li(?ap of finall ftones, into which the fu- 
perftitious people when they come do caft a fmall florte or two for their offering, and 
ibme will caft in money ; the chapel hath been but little, and is now ruinous, ohiy fotne 
^ of the walls are (landing, w hich the people are fo far from fuffering to be demoliflierf, 
that they labour to keep them up, and thougkthe proprietor of the ground hath fome 
way inclofed it, yet tMIk proves not eft’cdlual to pi^vent the frequenting thereof. At the 
xiorth-eaft fide of the locjh, nigh tc^ the chapel, tAere is a high ftonc (landing, behind 
which there is iinother ftonc lying hollowed in thlp form of a ^manger, and nigh to this 
there is another high ftonc (landing with a round* pole through *it, for w^hat ufc thefe 
flones ferved„we could not learn ; whether for binding the horfes of filch to diem as 
came to the chapel, and giving them meat in the hollow ftonc, or for tying the facrifices 
to, as fome fay, in the times of Pagan idolatry, is uncertain. • 

This St. Tred^ePs Loch, nigh to the eaft end of which this chapel is, is held by the peo- 
ple as medicinal, whereupon many difeafe^ and infirm perfons refott tef it, fome faying thaP 
VOL. III. 5 £ thereby 
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They have a charm alfo whereby they try if perfons be in a decay or not, and if they 
•will die thereof, which they call Cafting of the^-Heart. Of this the minifter of Stronza 
and Eifa told us he had a very remarkable paffage, in a procefs yet Handing in his feiSon 
records. • ^ 

Several other charms alfo they have about their marriage, when women in travail, 
when their cow is calving, when churning their milk, or when brewing, or when their 
children are fick, by taking them to a linith (without premonilhing him) who hath had 
li fmith to his iather and a fmith to his grand-father. And of feveral fuch like charms, 
we had an account from the niinillcrs, as likewife' how tfiefe charms were performed j 
but of thefe enough. 

Although thefe charms fometimes, yet not always do they produce the defired effects f 
as in the inllanco of Haying of blood, one of the charmer’s wives fell once a bleeding, 
vhicb he by '.'ll his art was not able to Hop j whereupon he is faid thus to have ex- 
prefl'ed himfelf : “ I have Hopped the bleeding of an hundred, and yet I cannot do it to 
my wife.” , 

That fuch admirable effects upon the ufing of the charms are produced by the agency 
of demons, I think few, if any, will tloubt, God fo permitting it to be in his holy and 
wife providenc^ for the further })unifhmcnt and judicial blinding of thole who fedlow 
fuch unlawful courfes, and the devil thereby engaging his (laves more in his fervice ; yet 
not always the cffedls defired and expefted do follow, that all may know the devil is a 
chained one, and can do nothing without the permiffion of a fovereign God, whoois 
Lord over all. Our affeinblics, fenfib’.e of the great fin and evil that is in ufing thefe 
charms, and confulting of charmers, have made feveral ad|,both againlt the one and 
the other, Hridfly inhibitingitind dilcharging all fm-h hellifli pca^tices, and requiring all 
miniHers diligently to fee to the obfervance and execution thereof. 

Evil fpirits, allb called fd^rics, are frequently feen in feveral of the ifles dancing and 
making merry, and fometimes feen in armour ; allb I had an account of the wild fenti- 
ments of tome of the people concerning them j but with fuch 1 Ihall not detain my 
reader, wc haHening our voyage to Zetland. 


A DESCRIPTION OF ZETLAND. 

• * 

Chap. VI. — T/je Country in general deferibed. The Sody Produdy Manners of the People, 

isfe. hinted at. 

I 

ZETLAND lies to the north-eaH from Orkney, between the lixticth and fixty-firH 
degree of latitude, there bein'g about twenty or twenty-one leagues betwixt the Start- 
H^ad of Sancia, the northern^oH point thereof, and Swinburgh-llpad, the fouthernnioil 
point of land in Zetland, Q^or a very rollyig and fwelliiig lea, wherein there conltaiuly 
runs the Hroqg current oi a tide, whiclytaufing the fea to rife with its fwelling waves, 
the whole paffage betwixt Orkney and^.etiand is bui^,as one coptinued roiiH, or Hrong 
and impetuous tide, efpecially about the Fair-Ille, dill fuch a great fea goeth, even in the 
greateli calm, that the boSts are likel to fling the tnafls out of them ; and our boat- 
mafter told us, ^hat frequently when he had been paffmg the Fair-Ille iiM*dead calm, 
the boat bath been fo toffed b^^the fwelling fea, that it would "have taken in water on 
every Jlde ; and I have heard the mariners often declare, that there is more hazard in 
thefe fgas than in going to the Eailern or WeHern Indies. The Fair^lfle (of which 
]nqi% afterward) is reckoned to be but eight leagues from Zetland, whereas it iS about 

6 twelve 
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twelve or thirteen leagues from Orkney ; fo that we fliall confider it together witli the 
ifles belonging to Zetland. 

Zetland confifteih of more ifles than Orkney, whereof fome are more, others lefs 
confidorable, befide many lihlms ferving for pafturage. The largefl of them is that • 
which they call the Mainland, fixty miles long from (buth or fouth and by well, to 
north or north and by eall : as to breadth not all alike ; for though in foine phees it 
be fixteen miles, yet in others it is fcarce one mile broad, .it bi'ing fo interfered with 
voes, founds, or lochs, that it may be faid to confill of a great number of promontories 
or branches of laud ftrelching thenifelves into the fea. 

All this country, confining of fo many ifles gocth under one common name, called 
by fome Hethland, by others Zetland, and alfo Schetland. The elynioiogy of which 
names is very uncertain, as was that of Orkney, fome afligning one reafoii oi the name, 
and others another at their pleafure : that which feemelh moll probable is, that this 
country is called Hethland, becaufe it is very mountainous, and rifeth high above the 
waters ; fo a high laud in Norfe is called Hogl^and : it is called Zcland, or Zetland, 
becaufe of the great fea wherewith on all hands it is encompalT.d, zee being fea in that 
language; and called Schetland, becaufe of a kind of culloni or tribute culled Scat^ 
which they paid to their Norwegian mailers when they were in pofleflion o^his country, 
and the tribute or culloin impofed upon the inhabitants of Norway to thw*«ay is called 
Scat ; and though Zetland be now annexed to the crown of Scotland, yet there is a cer- 
tain^ent or due which the genlleint u and lome others here do pay yearly to the King 
or his fteward, which is Hill called Scat. I fay, although we cannot be pofitive in deter- 
mining the rcafons of the name, yet it feenis to be of a Norwfgian or DanWi original. 

Seeing I have already him under confideration by \vhom>()rkncy was firll planted 
and inhabited and how it hath been difpofed of hitherto, I judge it not very needful 
for me to add any more to that purpofe concerning Zetland ; •for it is more than pro- 
bable that about the fame time, by the fame perfons, h ith Zetland allb been inhabited, 
feeing there arc many more Picls houfes remaining there, and fonje of them as to out- 
ward appearance in better cafe, than are to be found in Orkney, and ala ays our hido- 
rians in their deferiptions of ihefe northern ifles of Orkney and Zetland have reckoned 
them as under the government of the fame niafters ; therefore without further premifiiig 
preliminaries of this nature, I come to confider the prefent (late of the country. 

Although the country be large, yet it is in many pliBces but thinly inhabited, and 
that for the moft part upon the coafls, an 1 indeed otherwilcit cannot well be, for there 
arc few, if any, places in Zetland but they are within two ini't;s of the fea, which they 
incline to dwell nigh unto, being more convenient for their filhing, and for the gooding 
of their land, which is ordinarily by fea-ware, hence it would be incommodious for 
them upon thefe acc<mnts to be at any diltance from it. licfides, the country is gene- 
rally moffy and mountainous, all covered erver with heathy yea the far greater part* 
thereof is as one great mol's or quagmire made up of water and’earth blended together, 
which kind of ground would require much labouh and c.spcuce to bring in ^ther to be 
grazing or corn land, if at all in many places they could get it done; for from Scalloway 
on the well fide of the Mainland, to Lerwick on tl e eaft fide thereof, four miles over 
land, it is but a continued trad of mofe and moor, I'J thai there fs itor one houfe all that 
way, till we edrve near unto Lerwick ; whereas we would think that this pi^ce of ground 
jfhould be ^tter inhabited than many others, confidering the great rel'ort V>f ftrange^S 
in the lumiiier time thereunto, if nature had not laid fuch inconveniences in the way, 
^hich vould prove fo diflicult to overcome. 
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TIfc people arc generally difereet and civil,- not fo ruftic and clownifli as would be 
expe^cd in fiich a place oi the world, which may be much owing to their convorfc and 
coimncrcc witii llrangcrs, who repair to thefe iflos in the fummer feafon, with whom the 
iiihabiuiuts do keep a conftant bartering or trade ; which trading as it makes them the 
better to live, fo it may tend not a little to the cultivating of their manners. They arc 
alfo very I'afliionable in their cloaths, and the gentry want not their fine fluffs, fuch as 
llullami, IlainbnrglK ^vC. do alford, fo that they are to be feen in as good an order and 
drefs as with us in the fouth : the boors, fi/liers, and other country people alfo do go 
hoiK-fl-likc and decent in thtir apparel, as beconu-rh their llation. , 

They alfo have always been in repute for hofpitality, and indeed we have feen no 
other to conlradit^ that which is I’poken fo much to their commendation and praife ; for 
at any time when we had occafion to vifit gentlemen, merchants, or others, we were 
always by them kindly entertained : and fo much arc they faid to be given to this com- 
mendable piece of luimanity, that if they do purchafo any thing from foreign njerchants, 
which they put any value upon, fuch as wheat-bread, fome flrong liquor, &c. even the 
country people will not ufe it thetnfelves, but referve it for the entertainment of ftraii- 
gers. As for thofe old inhabitants of the Danifli blood, of whom it was faid, “ that they 
W'erc feeming^air, but really falfc, and fupcrlalivcly proud,” they arc much worn out 
of this country ; and if at any time fliips be driven afhore upon their coafts, the inhabi- 
tants ufc very kindly and humanely to treat the diltreffed company, of which humane 
treatment a fliip belonging to the Firth had a late experience, being broke on the eoaft 
there in December laft, as foinc of the fliip’s company informed me. Such a kind and 
generous reception merchants and mariners meet not witkjn many places upon which 
they are unhappily call, from whom better things would be expedted. In the matters 
of God and religion the body of the people are faid to be very ignorant, by thofe who 
know them better than can be fuppofed to hav^ liad accefs to do, confidering the 
fliort time of our ftay and abode among them ; which may be imputed to their want of 
convenient fcliools fcr the inltruclion of their youth in many places of the country ; 
which alfo was alligned as the rcafon why ignorance doth fo much prevail in the Ork- 
ney ifles ; which great evil, the mother and leader of many others, all Ihould labour to 
redrefs as they are feverally called and concerned, authority alfo Inlcrpofmg their com- 
. mand, and not denying their coimtenance and encouragement thereunto. 

Yet we muft fay, that the people do frequent the difpenfing ofgofpel ordinances, and 
feem to Iiear with foine meal'ure of attention and reverence, and as appeared to us, not 
without fome ferioufnefs and concern upon their fpirits, which after hearing continued 
with, fome, as we found by our converfe with them ; which encouraged us to fet and 
keep up two week-day fermons at Lerwick during- our Itay in the bounds, which the 
people thronged unto, thereby fliewing great refpeft to the ordinances difpenl'ed by us ; 
fo that matters looked far otherwife thaii what was expected, by ourfelves and many 
others before we ca.me to this country And indeed, after conference upon this head, 
all of us judged thattf things were gfft put into a better order, and fome evils removed, 
which I forbear to mention, knowing that they vill come under the cognizance and 
confideration of others, who are iiya capacity to redrefs them, there might be a harveft 
through grace. ’ •- 

AfthoughAhere be a Latin fchool at Kirkwal in Orkney, yet there is. done in all this 
country, wlfich cannot but bv very prejudicial to the inhabitants, the advancement of the 
education of their youth being thereby hindered, many promifing and pregn-ant ingenys 
loftj and letters difeouraged ; for gentlemen are either obliged to keep their children 
at home, and fo they mult want that piece of learning which tends fo much to form and 

pblifli 
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poHlh their minds, and to complete them as gentlemen, or elfe fcml them to other coun- 
tries where education is to be had, which many arc averfe to do, not only bccaufo of , 
the charge and cxpence they will be at, but alfo of the fear they will be in, in fending 
their children over fea, and keeping them fo long at fuch a dillance from them. As for 
chaplains, though they could be had, which would be with difficulty in this comer, yet 
all geatlemen who have children to educate cannot well bear the charges ot bringing 
them over from Scotland, and keeping them with them for fo long a time ; whereupon 
the tninillers there are very delirous tiiat the government may be addreffied for encou> 
rrfgcmeiit to fchool-malltrs through the country, and particularly that a Latin fchool 
be fet up either at Lerwick or Scalloway. 

Englilh is the common language among them, yet many of the people fpeak Norfe, 
or corrupt D.inifli, eipccially I'uch as live in the more northern ifles ; yea, fo ordinary 
is it in lomc places, that it is the fird language their chiUlren fpeak. Several here alfo 
Ipeak good Dutch, even Lrvants, though they have never been out of the country, be- 
cauie of the many Dutch fliips which d<r frecpient their ports. And there arc fomc who 
have fo;ncthing of ail thele three languages, E*nglifli, Dutch, and Norfe. The Norfe 
hath continued ever fiuce the Norwegians had thefe ifles in pofleflion ; and in Orkney 
(as hath been faid) it is not quite extincl, though there be by far more of it in Zetland, 
which many do commonly ufe. 

It is obfervahle that the iiatncs of the dclfendants of the old inhabitants differ from 
thq names of others now numerous among them, for thefe only have a name without a 
firnamc, lave what is taken from their father’s name, and by adding fon or daughter 
thereunto, cxcm/i. Agues Magnus daugliter ; her own name is Agnes, her father’s 
is Magnus, to wtuch dau jlffer is auded, which is the whole denomination or defignation 
under whicli fuch a woman goes ; lo Marion, Peter’s daughter ; Laurens, John’s fon, 
kc., w'hich they lay is yet the Danifli way of exprelling and <iillinguifliing names ; and 
for further clearing, if there be t\^ men or women ot the fame name, they ufe alfo to 
dclign them by the places where they ordinarily reflde, as Agnes Magnus daughter in 
Tn.hifler, that fo flie may be dilcriminatod from another w'oman oT the lame name living 
in another jilacc. It is probable that hence flowed thefe firnamcs, fuch as Williamfou, 
Robertfon, Jamiefon, Davi^lon, 5cc-, which do abound witii us in Scotland. In fomc 
words aUo their pronunciation doth diiK r from that of ours ; as for inflance, they often 
life to leave out the h Iter h in their pronunciation, as il it did not belong to the word ; 
fo three they pronounce as trie, tb'iu a« lou or <7;, Sfc. Tliey have alfo fomc Norilh 
words which they commonly ufe, whic h we uiiderllood not till they were explained ; 
fuch as air, which fignli.es a laml-bank ; eyfe, an iidet of the i'ea ; rcc, a creek or bay, 
k ". : and thele words are much uftd both in 7.«'tlaud and Orkney. 

It would appear that he country is now mucii better inhabited than formerly fome 
ages a;, o it bath been j for we hear but 01 few who li-ave this country, having once fixed 
their abode therein, though th'-rc be many who have latdy come to it from Orkney, 
Caithnefs, Sutherland, Buchan, and other places, eipccially in^e north of Scotland : 
fo that in all Lerwick, the molt confidcrable town in tlie country, there are but very 
few whofc grand-fathers have lived in thole ifles. And in Lerwick itlcU, about thirty 
years ago, there were only f<iur hopfos, aiul lonnl years befo>e ijicre were none at all, 
though now there are betsveen two and three humiFcd families in it. - 

Though the ground be generally bad, and the climate cold, yet it is no\unwholefo(ne 
living here, as appears from the many vigorous old peojjlc that abound in the ifles, 
whofe health I think is rather more firm and found than with usj neither are*they 
liable to fuch frequent fickncfs : whether this is to bo imputed to thcjlrecnefs and puritv^ 
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of the air, or to the quality of their diet, or the fobriety.of their living, or to all thefe 
and the like, I (hall not judge : yet they tell us they ufed to live much longer in foUher 
ages than now they do ; as of one Tairvilc, who lived one hundred and eighty y^'ars, 
and all his ihne never drank beer or ale : his fon alfo and|[rand<chiidren lived to a ;ood 
old age, who feldom or never drank any other thing fave milk, water, and their coun> 
try-bland. It is faid alfo that this Tairvile’s father lived longer than himfelf. There 
was alfo one Laurentius, in the parifli of Waes, whofe heir-oyes do yet live there, who 
arrived at a great age, whom Buchanan inentioneih that he lived in nis time, marrying 
a wife after the hundredth year of his age, and in the one hundred and fortieth went a 
filhing with his little boat when the fea was tempeiiuous. Salubritatis firmitudo in Lau- 
rentio quodam mjira atate apparuit^ qui poji centejimum- anmmi uxorem duxit: centefmim 
quadragejimum annum agens^ /avij/tmo mare in fud naviculd pi/catum prodibat : ac nuper 
nulla vi gravioris morbi labefa£latus-,fei^fenio folutus deccjjit. For lurely as all (kilful ph.y fi- 
ciins do grant there is nothing more conducive to the maintaining of a found and health- 
ful conftitution than a fober and regular die^; whereas they who live otherwife, to/peak 
with refped to fecond caufes, do impair their health, and cut theinfelves off often in the 
midd of their days ; efpecially fuch as feed high, and indulge themfelvcs ift drinking 
ftrong liquors, which tends to the exhaufting of that natural and innate heat, the foun- 
tain of our animal life ; whereas it is obferved of all thefe who arrived at fuch a great 
age that they feldom, if ever, drank' any ftrong liquor, 

' There is no ficknefs or difeafe this country is more fubjefl unto than the feurvy, as is 
Orkney likewife, which is occafioned doubtlefs by their falt-mcats,*iillics, upon which 
many for the moft part do live, fca-air, &c. : and fomqtinies this feurvy degenerates into 
a kind of leprofy, which they call a Baftard-feurvy, and is difcenied by hairs falling 
from the eye-brows, the nofe falling in, &c.; which when the people come to know, they 
feparate and fet them apitrt for fear of infedion, bidding huts or little houfes for them 
' in the field : I faw the ruins of one of thefe houres about half a mile from Lerwick, 
where a woman was^for feme years kept for this reafon. This baftard-leprofy they 
judge is caufed by the many grey filhes, fuch as fTlIucks, piltocks, &c. which they eat ; 
for bread failing many of the people in the fuminer-tinie, that often for four or five 
months they will not tafte thereof, thefe filhes are almoli tlleir only mea'-, and efpecially 
the livers of thefe filhes, which are thought to be more junhealthful than the fiihcs theni- 
felves, and they much incline to eat, do occafion this. The drinking alfo of hot bland 
(w'hich is a kind of a ferum of milk, of which more afterwards) together with thefe 
filhes, do beget fuch corrupt humours, to the dillempering of the body. Thefe fcor- 
butic perfons are more ordinarily in Dunrofsnrfs and Delton, aind more rare in 
other places, and that bec^ufe they have more grey filhes in thele two parilhes than in 
others. 

And it hath been obferved often by the inhabitants, that when in holy providence any 
ficknefs cometh upon, oi breaketh up in', the country, it ufeth to go through them Hke 
a plague ; io that fihq|||we came off the ftnall-pox hath feiised upon many, both old and 
young, and was fo univerlal, that upon one Lord’s, -day there .were ninety prayed for in 
the cimrch of Lerwick, all lick of tl)e fame difeafe ; whereas when we were there a few 
weeks before, there a^as not one th'it we knew firk thereof. They fay a gentleman’s 
fon in tbe cot^ptry who had lately gone from the foRth, and was under it. when he came 
hbme, brought it with him, which very quickly fpread among the people, the old as well 
as jthe young ; and fo fad^have been the defulating effeds thereof, that one told me 
who. arrived here lately from the place, that he verily judgeth the (bird part of the 
. .people in many the illes arc dead thereof. 

Although 
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Although jmany of the inhalMtants have each their particular trades and emplpyments 
tirherein raore efpecialiy they lay out thetnfelves, and are taken up about^yet are they 
.sdl generally ibme way.ao^uainted with the fea, and can with fome dexterity and (kill 
^attained by experience m^ge their boats* not only becauie of their ^quent pacing 
froiii iAe to ifle* and going over the voes or lochs Which lie in upon, and cut the Main- 
land, but. by realbn of their great fifliing, not only for their own ufe, but for the ufe of 
merc^nts who buy' thbir fiihes, or give them the value in foreign commodities : hence 
xnoft'Of the inhabitahts not only have fome pafturage for their cattle, and fome corn land 
about their houfes which they manure, but alfo their parts of boats for the end afore* 
faid. Yet there are many who follow no trade but their fifliing. 

Beiide their filh- trade with foreign merchants, they do likewife drive a great trade 
with Orkney, from which every year feveral boats do pafs to Zetland loaden with corns, 
meal, malt, &c. upon the coming whereof thiify often wait for barley-feed, thou]^ the 
laii year they had a confiderable crop, fq that the barley-feed was fown before throats 
came over. The , Orkney men alfo brihg fom^times (lockings, ale, and the like, which 
they know to be vendible here : hence every year confiderable Aims of money go from 
Z etland to Orkney, and fome have told me that moft of the money they have in Orkney 
is from Zetland. So great is the advantage that thefe illcs do reap by their neighbourly 
commerce with one another, for as Zetland could not well live without Orkney’s corns, 
fo neither could Orkney be fo well without Zetland’s money. 

As Orkney have much of their money from Zetland, fo Zetland have all theirs from 
foreign nations and countries, whofc merchants traffic with them, as from Holland, 
Hamburgh, Breme, &c. Thq Dutch money doth ordinarily pafs among them, as fti- 
vers, halt-ftivers, and fince the rates of the money were raifed in Scotland, many here 
have been confiderable gainers by the ducket-douns, which is the fpecies of money that 
the Hollanders bring more ordiiurily with them. » 

The king’s rents are but the tnird part of what they are in Orkney ; for though this 
country be by far greater and more fpacious than Orkney, yet itjs not fo well inhabited, 
neither is the ground fo good : thefe rents are paid to the taxmen in butter, oil, and 
money ; the oil is made of the livers of flfhes, and is fent fouth for the making of foap, 
or is otherwife difpofed of^ as may be molt advantageous. The bifhops had no rents 
from this country ; and, though it belongs to the diocefe of Orkney, and is a confider- 
able part of that charge, yet we did not hear that ever any of thefe foul paftors of thdr 
diocefes, as fome are pleafed to call them, vlAted thefe bounds. 

There being fo little corn-land here, is the caufe why none of the revenues of the 
crown are paid in meal or corns, whereas in Orkney it is far otherwife, as hath been 
faid ; for any corn-land they have is ordinarily but a few ridges nigh to the coafts, for 
at any diftance from the fea, and in many places alfo nigh unto it, there is nothing but 
a moffy and mountainous defert covered with hadder, and only fome places plenifhed with 
a few kine, llieep, or fhelties, though in other places you will ^o fome miles and fee none. 
This mofs and moor, which fo much abounde^, renders travelUbg very dangerous, even 
to the natives themfeives, and fo ^eep Is it in many places and that in the fummer and 
droughty feafon, that horfes cannot pafs it, and men on foot not without difficulty and 
hazard : as in the ifle of Yell the sninifter, in gtjng to the ^htfreh from hi^ houfe;, » 
obliged to gq on foot eight miles^almoll wading up*to the knees. And Ibdeed the eafiefl: 
and fEfeft wav of travelling is by fea in boats about the^klrts of the illd, wluch is 
not without danger. * • 

And though me greateft part of this country be thus moffiy and mooriih, yet there are 
fome plealant fpots in it well furniflied with grafr and com, as> lugh to Scallowa/, 
VOL. in. 5F Ullnefe, 
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Uftnefai kc. id tb^ jMbinland, fomejilaces in'^the pariihes of Qunroffnefe iffo oil 
mun, in the ifle of Unft, &c. Hence fome years they will have twentytifold df ihcf^, 
but this is moK rare, for at other times, in feveral places they will fcaic^ have , the 
double of Jtheir feed. They make much ufe of bariey-bpead^ yflrich appears to be Isurer 
than their oat>bread, for their barley they take to be the bed ^rain,it agreeing b^ter with 
the grovind then oats. And as it is in Orkney fo is it here, if any white corn be Wught 
unto the^country for feed, it will foon degenerate and become like thtir own, tf 

I think the kine and iheep are of a greater fize, than they are in Orkney, though their 
horfes beofa Icfs} as for thelheep I take them to be little lefs than they are in many 
places of Scotland ; they lamb not fo foon as with us, for at the end of May their, laml^ 
are not come in feafon ; their harveft alfo is much later, for they judge it yery early if 
they get corns in againft the mid^ of October ; they obferve that our leafons 
will ibe two months before theirs, but Idb not think they dilOTer fo much. ^ 

If their ihcep were well kept, it would be pleaiant to behold them in flocks, they 
being of divers colours : fome of a pied, ethers of a brown, others of a brown and white, 
others of a black colour, fome alfo have black fpraings on their backs, others^ their 
foreheads ; and. fome fay they have as great a number of black (heep as the/' nave of 
white; which diverfity of colours would render them very beautiful, if they were taken 
due care of ; for they neither waih nor clip their Iheep, nor have they any flieers for 
that . end, but pull the wool off them with their hands ; which as it is painful to the 
beads, fo it makes them look not fo well favoured, but like thefe with us, whofe wool 
is feratched withibriars or thorns. 

Their ordinary dri|^k is milk or water, or milk and water together, or a drink which 
they call Bland, mod commpn in the country, though not thought to be very whole- 
fome } which fo th^ make up, having taken away the butter from their churned milk, 
as likewife the thicker parfe of this milk which remains after the butter is taken out, 
they then pour in fome hot water upon the ferum, whey, or the thinner part of the 
milk in a proportion to-the milk. Which being done, they make ufe of it for their 
drink, keeping fome for their winte;: proyifion : and this drink is fo ordinary with 
them, that there are many people, in the country who never faw ale or beer in all their 
lifetime ; the ale is rare among ^an,tbey making bread of much of their barley-grain, 
but .the Hamburgh beer both dnul and drong.is to be had in plenty, though at a good 
rate, (yc fliillings or eight fliillings our pint ; which beer and other liquors, as alfo wWt- 
bread the Hamburghers bring with them in the month of May for fale, hence fome- 
times liquors, as beer, ale, &c. cannot be bad for money; till the Hamburghers 
bring it. 

The great confluence of Ibrangers makes kine, iheep, hens, and almoft all victuals to 
fell at a greater rate than in Orkney, for often when the bulhes are here, they will give 
double or triple fora iheep, or a hen, than it is to be bought in Orkney for; for the 
Hollanders wirii their bumes being numerous on thefe. coafts,. they fend fometiroes 
aihcMre to buy frefli meats, which if to be4|ad, they will not want for the price. 

They have fowls, efpecially fca-fowls, in great plenty, which* do frequtmt the rocks, 
holms, &c. which they tajee as they do in Orkney, and are very benencial to the pro- 
prietors. #There are mfo-'^many eagves, which dd'^reat 'prejudice and l\uit to the 
country'; for ^e lambs they will lift up in their claws, and take whole te. their nefts, 
and iiidling down upon the iheep) they ilk one fpot on the ground and the oth^ jbn the 
foeep*sback^ which they having fo nPF^h^ed,. the/Bril: .pick.out tb<nr otos, and 
dhem ufe the carcafes as they, pleafe. All forts of duck and drake, dtuitcr-geefe^ deck* 
^fo, ember-geefoy^&c. have as in Orkney, 

a ’ 'pjey 
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■"■ They hsv'e many crows, but neither nor in Orkney are they of that colour which 

thev are oF with bs ; for their heads, wings, and tail, only are black, but th^ir hack 
and bread from the neck^ the tail -are of a grey colour, and the country people look 
upon it as a bad omen, \^n’ black’ crows come to thefc iiles, they portending that a 
■ famine will Ihortly enfae. 

There are many conies in fome places, but no hares, neither are there any moor* 
fowls,* which are numerous in Orkney ; fome fay that a few from Orkney have been 
brought over for trial, but they could not live here : no poddocks or frogs are to be 
feen, though itiany in Orkney. Neither are there any, rats to be found, except in 
fome ifles, and thefc arc greater than ordinary, and thought to come our of fhips, when 
riding at anchor nigh to the ihore, but they have mice in abundance. Neither are 
there are any venomous erratures' in thefe ii}<|fi. They have many otters, one of which 
was fo tamed that it frequently ufed to bring fimes out of the fea to a gentleman Vkoufe 
in Hadcalhie, as one told me who knew^the truth thereof. 

'ITiey have a fort of little horfes*calleti fhelries, than which no other are to be had if 
hot bn^ght hither from other places ; they are of a lefs fize than the Orkney horfes, 
for fome will be but nine, others ten nives or hand -breadths high, ancl they will be 
thought big horfes there if eleven ; and although fo fmall yet are they full of vigour and 
life, and fome not fo high as others often prove to be the ftrongeft, yea there are fome 
whom an able man can lift up in his arms, yet will they carry him and a woman behind 
him eight miles forward end as many bacx : fummer or winter the^ never come into 
a houfe, but run upon the mountains in fome places in flocks, and if at any time in 
winter the ftorm be fo great that they are (Iraitened for food, thejLwill come down from 
the hills, when the ebb is in the fca, and cat the fea-ware, (aslikewite do the fheep^) which 
winter ftorm and fcarcity of fodder puts them out of cafe, and bringeth them fo very 
low, that they recover not their ftrength till about St. Jo1in*s mafs- day, the 24 tb of 
June, when they are at their beft : they will live till a confiderable age, as twenty*fix, 
twenty-eight, or thirty years^ and they will be good riding in twt«ty-four, efpecially they 
will be the more vigorous and live the longer, if they be four years old before they be 
put to work. Thefe of a black colour are judged to be the moft durable, and the; pied 
often prove not fo good ; they have been more num;apus than now they are ; the beft 
of them are to be had in Sanfton and Efton, alfo tney are good in Waes and Yell, 
thefe of the leaft fize are in the northern ifles of Yell and Unft, 

The coldnefs of the air, the barrennefs of the mountains on which they feed, and their 
hard ufage may occafion them to keep fo little, for if bigger horfes be mought into the 
country, their kind within a little time will degenerate ; and, indeed, in the prefent 
cafe we may fee the wifdom of Providence, for thti|r way being deep and mofty in 
many places, thefe lighter horfes come through when the greater and heavier would 
ftnk down : and they leap over ditches very mmbly, yea \\p and down rugged' mofBy 
-brsies or hillocs with, heavy riders upon them,* which I could not lookMupon but with 
admiration, yea I have feen them climb up braes upon thdr knees, when otherwife 
they could not get the height ovdxome, fo that our horfes would be bat little if at all 
ferrice<d)le there. . . t • - 

The.;gr^t fifliing which«.they nl^e upon the t^fts makwthe place deftrable to the 
nt^ve^ ahd1:o be frequented by ftrange^ it excelling any other pjaexof the’lUiyg of 
Britalii*x dbminions for herring, white a^d grey fiihing f ^e white ftlhiagtbey caH the 
killin and lin|f,' their grey the filluksand fethis-;. there are al.fo fome&nea very ftrange 
ftflies here to be^und, as about twenty-four years ago thdK came a gyeat mtfober of 
fmall thick ft/hes iqto a voc on- the foutl^-ride of Nefton *, th^ wer^ of a golden colohf,^ 

- 5 a * very 
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very ’pl€afant to behold, they were about the bignels.of an ordinary trout, and all of aa 
equal fijie; they being very numerous, the country made much ufe of them, who judged 
them very favoury, tailing like a turbot ; a^d never before or fmce that time were thefe 
hikes feen in thefe feas, as my informer an old gentleman could remember. Their fuik 
is a rare fiih but more ordinary with them, of which more when we come to fpeak of 
their hilhing. Alfo many rare ihells are to be found on the coafts, but we had not 
time to inquire and look after them. 

Ihrough the iflcs for fewel they have good peats in abundance, though in fome 
places they are at a diiiance from them, as thofe who live in the Skerries are obliged 
to bring them from other iilcs, as from W^halfey, and the palTagc being dangerous many 
boats are call away with them ; fome alfo living in Dunrofnefs are at a loft this way, 
they not having the mofs at hand, as generally they have in other places on .the Main. 
Much broken timber alfo is driven alhore upon thefe ides, fo that the inhabitants of the 
Skerries trull the one half of their provifion to this driven timber, and broken Ihips 
in great ■ quantity often call alhore, partly through the many fliips that fpUt. on thefe 
illes, and partly as the wreck of fliips call away at fome diltance, which is bought 
here by the ebb from Norway, or other places lying to the call of Zetland. - - 

There are no trees in this country more than in Orkney ; wc faw fome old white 
and weather-beaten (locks Handing in Scalloway ; for whatever reafons may be alledged 
for trees not growing in Orkney, far more do I judge they will hold in Zetland, both 
with refpefl to tjje air and to the foil j there are alfo at Scalloway fome goofe and 
rizzer-b^rry bulhes, which ufe every year to be laden with fruit, which are a great rarity 
in this place of the wprld. 

Many excellent herbs are found growing here, though little known or made ufe of; 
a certain Englilh phyflcian and ikilled botanifl. w'ho was at Lerwick fome years ago, 
told our hoft, that there were many choice and rural herbs here not to be found in 
England. They have much feurvy-grafs, God fo ordering it in his wife providence 
that juKfa venenum nafeitur antidotum^ that feeing the feurvy is the common difeafe of 
the country, they Ihould have the remedy at hand. 

There is here much lime-ftone, (though for aught I heard not to be found in Orkney,) 
which in fome places they havc^ut lately come to the knowledge of, as in Unll but 
about four years flnee, and in other places they know not yet how to ufe it ; the 

S arilhi^f Tingwal (they fay) confifts almoil of linic-ftone, they having few if any other 
ones than fuch. 

The Hones wherewith they build are generally broad, and like Hag-Hones ; by reafon 
of which figure and lhape the Hones lying the more eafily, the builders are at lefs trouble 
in fitting them for the wall i’ an^l have obferved that in fome houfes there is little 
lime, clay, or any fuch thing for Cementing of the building, which renders their dwell- 
ing fo much the colder, jhe piercing air pafling through between the chinks of the 
ftones, which4hey have no- need of under this cold and airilh climate. .But fome of 
thefe houfes they may defignedly fo build, that the wind may have free paiSage through 
them for drying of their filhes, which houfes fome call Ikeos. ‘ 

There are feveral fuperjlitious cuHoms and praflices which the more ignorant people 
follow, fome of which we will hava ^ccafion to /iiSte in fequel of this difeourfe, 
>"but^k^‘jt6.;.,m<!^ did we hear of, as there tn Orkney. But I hope the vigilance and 
diligence church in'‘mlb^ilg;th^ vvill prove 

a blefted iEiuy»,'&^e lbahd-ot God, for the eradicating and utter abolilhing of thefe re>. 
lids of *pagaiufm and idolatry. 

> bailing 



ZETLAND,' PIOHTLAND-URTH, AND CAITHNESS. . 773 

Sailing about thefe coafts is often very dangerobsj whence the waters prove graves 
to many of the inhabitants. While we were there in the month of May a boaf was ' 
can away going by the {hor»to Dunroflnefs, ^nd a man and his lifter therein periflied, 
and another man in her was faved by getting upon the keel of the boat ; and fome- 
times boats are call away when not one faved. About the illes are many'blind rocks, 
which the natives fometimes unhappily fall and break upon, either through a miftake, 
or the tide and wind driving them upon them : at other times the wind riling caufeth 
the fea‘lb to fwell that the waves breaking upon their fmall boats are ready to overfet 
them, and fomerimes do : alfo though the winds be not fo ftrong, there will come 
flans and blafts oft* the land as to their fwiftnefs and furprifal fomething like to hurri« 
canes, which beating with a great impetus or force upon their fails, overturns the boat, 
and in a moment hurries them into eternity : by. fuch a flan the Lrird of Munas, a gen* 
tlemanin this country is faid to have perilhed the former year 1699, when within fight 
of his own houfe, and all that were in the boat with him, faid to be nine or ten perfons, 
fave one fervant who efcaped upon the keelf I remember that night we came to 
the land^f Zetland our feanicn thought fit in their prudence not to fail too nigh the 
land for fear of fuch flans. ** O to be as watchmen on our towers, looking out and 
waiting for the Lord’s coming.” 

For this caufe it is, that during the winter feafon they have ordinarily* converfe or 
commerce with none, except that Ihips be driven in by ftrefs of weather ; for the open 
boats dare not come, and the clofe-decked not without danger, the f^ commonly at 
that time being fo tempeftuous, the tides and roufts fo rapid, that they threaten all 
who come near them with being fwallowed up ; therefore it is, ^ they tell us, that 
from Oftober till April or May, they ordinarily fee no ftrangers, nor know any news, 
which makes the winter fo much the longer and weariforae unto them : an inftance 
whereof we had, that the late Revolution, when his Highnefs The Prince of Orange ouir 
prefent King, was pleafed to come over to alfert our liberties, and deliver us from our 
fears, falling out in the winter, it was May thereafter before they iieard any thing of it ; 
and that firft they fay from a filherman, whom fomc would have had arraigned before 
them, and impeached of high treafon becaufc of his new^!, as fomc did inform us. 

Their country lying very open, and in many places biy^ thinly inhabited, expofeth them 
to the hoftile incurfions of pirates in a time of war, as of late the French did much in- 
feft their coafts, fome of their men landing did by fliot kill their kine and lheep|, and 
take them away with them. ; yea fometimes they fpared not the churches, but facHlegi- 
oufly robbed them, pulling down the timber thereof, as feats, &c. and taking them for 
burnwood ; fo they did to a church in North Mevan. But they never came into Brafla 
Sound, left they had been locked up within land, w'ind||^uming contrary. 

In the month of June they have a clear light all the night over, for at the darkeft 
hour thereof, you will fee clearly to read a letter; the fim fetteth between ten and 
eleven at night, and rifeih between one and two in the mornmg, but for this they have 
fo much the fliorter day and longer nij;ht in the winter, 

• 

Chap,, VII. —A particular View is of the /eve:^al Parijhes^ astd mojl cmfiderable Ifles 

.. in Zctlatfdt * ^ ' 

THUS far having confidered the ftate the^fountry iij general, we come next to 
(bme particular view of the ifles, which that I may the befior and mpre metbpdicaHy dp, 

I Ihall lay before my reader the feveral pariflies, with fome brief defeription of the prin- 
cipal Ifles thereunto belonging. For as {o the number of the ifles, bneyec beard im exf 

aft. 



774 »ilAMb*S pfiSCAlPTIOK OF OAKKBF, 

«d; wcoont gtF«(|^ jtluMreof, jih^ne many of th^ fmall, wittrc^ q ^ly a &mUy or 
tm>.«id fo faoti'iittfe notic^. ■ 

The ^ is die parUh of DumefTnefi^ntheMainland to the fouth,^4 isthepaihiih 
vhieh lies next ' to Ork^*ahd l^thma, wherein are three chtlrches^ jin' which their 
mtotfter peiformAh dhrme fervid,' Grof^Kirh, iSanvdeh, and Fair Iflei i^jthia patiih 
iax«.feyeral very good voes or harbours coihmodiods for (hips to ridii in. In this there is 
alio much com. bnd^.tbtfe ground bearing the rieheOr grain^ in many places not fo mody 
and covered over with heath, as.other paiiihes are, which makds them to have ie6 fuel, 
though more com. Much of the land here is landed, and the fcaaltnoll yearly gaineeb 
fomething on the lower pa^ thereof; the land lyiug fo lo^ and Tandy in liuiny places, 
b ctmvenient for conies, which abound here about the neb or fouthemntoll point of 
land. In this pariih; there is a great .^ing, this fouthernmoll: point hath two heads, 
SwanburghUnd, and Fitwalls Head, two high rocks feen by mariners coming frpm the 
fouth at a great diftance, which when difeovered they direct their Courfe towards them. 

' To the north.well of the Nefs lies Sk Ninian’s ille, very pleafant ; wherein th^re is a 
chapel and an altar in it, whereon feme fuperAitious people do bum candles |$|^s day. 
Some take this ifle rather to be a kind of peninfula, joined to the main by*^a bank of 
fand, by which in aa> el^ people may go in the ifle, though fometimes not without ^datf> 
ger. 

The Fair Ifle belongefh to this padfli, lying eight leagues or twenty-four miles to the 
fbuth, or fouth^nd by eaft of Swinburgh Head, byBuchanan it is cali^ infulabella^ the 
plealknt or {uretty ifle. Though 1 do judge fair may be as well taken properly as appel- 
latively, for the me Faira or Fara, there bebg another ifle lying ^to the north of this 
udiich they call North Faira which relates to another Faira by fouth ; now there is no 
ifle lying to the fouth of thb North Faira, which hath aniy name that can be interpreted 
Faira, but this Fair Ifle. 'Moreover I neither did fee, nor was I informed of any thing, 
that alFord us any reafon why this ifle Ihoiild be fo appellatively taken and denomina- 
ted beUa or Fair. This Fair ifle rifeth high above, the waters, and b feen by mariners at 
a great diftance ; it is about a mile and a half long fi*om fouth to north, and nigh to a 
lime in breadth, the fide thereof towards the weft is a continued ragged rock from one 
end to another, always beat upon by the impetuous currents of a fwelimg Tea; above this 
weft fide b the enug which tney call the Sheep Graig, whereon there are no houfes nor 
c<nny^d, but flieep ufe to feen : the fide, lying to the eaft, is lower, declining towards 
the ^ ; there are in It two harbours, one upon the horthem end, looking to Zetland, 
and another towards the foothem point, but mips or boats do not ordinarily refort there- 
unto, if not put to it, and bettec^cannot do, for fo it hath been a bfe Ihelter and refuge 
tamany. ’ 

There ufe to be about tm or twelve families in it, but now they lay d^h hath almoft 
depopulated the ifle, the (mall pox having lately raged there, anchfwept away two thirds 
of the inhabitants, fo that there is not a fuflScient number- fp^d to m^ge tbrir (yhing. 
boats ; that gentleman's fon, above-mentioned, having tb.uched.here in^ way to Zea- 
land. They have good pafturage for fiieep and kinb, and fomb com land, wd are very 
ho^tal and kind. T^ejr minifter ufeth to vifit them once hi the yc^, iti the fiimmer 
time, aiul flaying with them about* a nlbnth, preaming, baptizing their children' and 
doyi^bther pate of his paftoral work ; after which he returning to Zetland, jh^'are 
witiiout public ordinances tillkhe next (PM^s-^evolmiop. . ' , , . a.’ 1 ’ i 

The hawks, they fay, which are to.be had’ hi th«;FBif Me, are beft.m Britain, iVhieh 
to‘ fly to Zetland or Orkney 'for Ihrif prey, there b^g the neareft hnds, and Ibbie- 
ttaes ftiey vrill find moor fowb in their nefts« vriiich they behoved to bring from Ork- 
ney, 
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feeing there are none in Zetland,, and |hf nearell ifle they eould have them in vraa 
Stronna or Wedin, which is between' fo^ and fiity miles of fea, 6ver which at one 
flight they muft carry thefe fowls to their hefls. 

Many (hips ufe to cruife about this . Fair lip in the fummer;time* and by it the Hol- 
land's fleet going to or coining from the Faiblndies, ufe to pafs, though fometiinesas in 
Yhe late wars they failed by the north of Zetland, that they might be more free of danger. 
Ships alfo going to or coming from Norway or the eail fea^frequently pa& this way, 
when wmd ferveth them fo to do : and this Fsurlfle being feen by them at fourteen or 
fixteen leagues diftance, in a clear day it is as a myth or mark for directing their .courfes. 

The fecond is the parifli of Tin^wall, lying on the eaft of the main to the north of 
Dunroffiiefi, wherein are four, churches, lingwali, Whitenefs, Wifedalc and Lerwick, 
but the miniftcr ufeth not to preach by turns at. Lerwick, as he doth al his other three 
churches, he not finding himfclf obliged.fo to db, it being but built lately at the ax- 
pence of the inhabitants, however foinetimes he bath fermon there, and baptizeth their 
children. Lerwick in this pariih is now become^he principal town in the country, lying 
on the eafl of the main at Brafla Sound, over againlt the ifle of Brafla. 

Lerwi^fijs more than half a mile in length, lying fouth and north upon the fide of the 
found, and will confift of between two and three hundred families,^t is but within thefc 
few years, that it hath arrived to fuch a number of houfes and inhabitants. It is become 
fo confiderable, becaufe of the many fhips which do yearly frequent the Sotmd, whereby 
merchants and tradefmen are encouraged to come and dwell in this place, and not for 
the pleafantnefs of its fituation, or the fertility of the country about, for if is built upon a 
rocky piece of ground, wherein they can have no flreet, but a kind of a narrow paflage 
before their doors, betwixt them and the Sound, which in fome places will not admit of 
two men's going in a bread, and at the back of the town there is a hill of black mofs, 
wherein they cad their pites, which in fome places cometh to ^heir very doors, and no 
corn land is there about it, fave a Uttle within the cadle, for near a mile of way. 

Many of their houfes are very commodious to dwell in, mod of them being two dories 
high, and well furnifhed within, their Inhabitants confid of merchants, tradefmen, and- 
filhers, who keep up a good trade with foreigners, from whom they buy much of their 
domedic providon, fome of them are perfons of a condderable dock, which they have 
many ways to improve for their advantage. They are very civil and kind, of an oblig- 
ing temper, which we had the experience of, during our abode among them ; there are 
but few begging poor to be feen here, or in any place of the country, where we hatt oc- 
cafton to be ; there being a great dorc of finall fiibes, for the fupply of their necelllty. 

They have upon their own charges built a convenient church, at the back of the 
middle of the town, and furniflied it with good feats high^nd low ; they are at prefent a 
part of the pariih of Tingwall, but very dedrous to be disj^ed, and ere&ed into a parim 
by themfelves, that fo they may enjoy a minider of their own : for the promoting of which 
good work, they are mod willing according to their ability to dontribute for the fettling 
of a fund for a dipend to a minider, but not being in a capacity to give all, they refolved .. 
to make application to the government, for to have fome allowance out of the revenues 
of the biihopric of Orkney, or otherwife as the wifdpm of the government fhould fee. 
meet^ fo that there map be a competency made up. 4 , * * 

tlpbn theif application to us, we judging it mod convenient, yea necel&^ry, thas thia 
town, .^tb fome of the adjacent country mouldkbe ereded into a pariih, eherilhed' 
their. jnbus deflgn ; . telling them, that we' intended .to recoiiRndhd it to the commiffion 
of the general a^fobly : that they may inteipofe with the lords and pther honmirable 

members' 
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inem))er$ of the refpedive judicatories, before whom this a^r (ball come» for the fetter 
efii^diuatmg the iame.. For the town itfelf is conGderable, and the princi^ oneii^ the 
country much frequented by the gentry ; as alfo by ftr^neers, in thetummer time. 
And thrir miiufteir preaching feldom here, they are ordinarily deftitute of gofpel ordi- 
nances ; the people fcarce being able, in the ftimmer feafon, and almoft 'impoQible for 
them in the winter, to travel to the next church, where their nuniiler*preacheth : is 
beiqg'about four miles dillance from them, of exceeding bad way, as we knew when 
we did perambulate the bounds. Which want of ordinances maketh their cafe Very fad 
and deplorable; it nurfeth ignorance, occafioneth much An, efpecially horrid profa- 
nation of the Lord’s Day by Grangers as well as by inhabitants ; and.doth eftedually 
okftru£t the converAon of fouls ; preaching of the word being a fpecial means of con- 
vincing and converting Anners, and building them up in holinefs and comfort through 
faith unto falvation. 

At the north end of the town is thecaAle or citadel of Lerwick, begun to be built in 
the time of the Dutch war anno 1^65 ; by workmen fent by authority fram Scotland, 
for that end, but the work was never perfected, the workmen returning home anno i 66 y. 
At that time alfd three hundred foldierswerc fent over, for the defence of tljp country, 
againff the hoAile incurAons of the Hollanders, and were quartered in places near to the 
fort, who likewife returned home about the fame time with the workmen ; the. garri- 
fon could do much to command the Sound (for then there was no town here) fo that 
none durA land nigh unto them ; the walls are yet in a good condition, high in fome 
places without, but Ailed up with earth within, whereon they raifed their cannon ; in 
the weakeA- part of the wall towards the north, there hath been a fally-port, dangerous 
to attack, by reafon of a deep ditch before it, fed by a fpring, ipto which the garrifon 
by cunning artiAces might endeavour to draw the enemy, who, by the Aratagems of war 
thus being brought on a^id enfnarod, did inconfinently fink down jjnto the Sound below 
them at the foot of the hill, whereupon the caAlc is Atuated : within the walls is a houfe 
of guard, which hath been'two Aories high, burnt by the Dutch, after that our foldiei's 
had left the fort. Upon the walls towards the Sound are Aanding three iron cannons, 
one a Ax, another a feven, and a third a ten-pounder, not (eft by thefe who kept garri- 
fon, but Ance that time within thefe thirty years taken out of the fea nigh to Whalfey, 
a (hip of force there being caA away about eighty years before, which guns the inhabi- 
tants of Lerwick lately mounted upon the walls of the caAle, whereby they might be in 
a ca|>acity to defend themfelves againA the French privateers, who at any time (hould 
come up the Sound and aAauIt them. 

Between Lerwick and the iilc of BraAa on the eaA lieth a pleafant bay or found, com- 
monly called BraA'a Sound, fatiSous for its being fo fafe a road for fhips to anchor and 
ride in, and that in tlie ^attdl Aorm, being inclofed with land on every Ade, except 
the entry thereunto from the Ibuth, which is half a mile broad, but within the found as 
at Lerwick it is a mile ; it hath another narrow paAage at the itbrth end of it, but dan- 
gerous to go out or ih at, bucaufe of fome blind rocks therein. , This found is. the or- 
‘mnary place to which the Holland buAies do refort in time of herring Afhing, Rfho, be- 
fore th^ put out their nets, (which muA not be, According fo a l^w t^ey have among 
themfelves, before the e4th of June,) ufe to come here and put themfelves foips/and 
uecs.in order, cand the time by thc^n appointed being come, the^ all go ta Tea together, 
Afhing near^ this land : fometimes there have b^en f^n in the Spund tiyo thoufand, 
or ^wo thoulatid two huodfed fail at once, and every year, fome-hundreds as Ave,^^, or 
feveq hundred. Y ea fometimes fo.thick do the ihip§ w in the found, that they fay men 

might 
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might go from one fide of the found to the other, llepping from Ihip to fliip ; and du- • 
ring their fifhing they will come in to the found for freih water, or other necofl'ary 
provifion, and return to fea again. 

To this pariih of Tingwal alfo bolongeth Scalldway, lying on the weft fule of the 
Mainland, four miles, which is, the breadth of the country in that place from liOrwick. 

It was formerly the chief town in the country, and the feat of the preibytery, enjoying by 
far a pleafanter fituation than Lerwick, about which is good grafs atid corn, and iome 
meadow, betwixt which and the church of I'ingwal is the Strath of 'i'ingvval, two iniks 
of hard, even, and pleafant way ; they fay about Scalloway is as ploafant a fpot as is in 
all this country. In all the towns there will be fcarce eighty or one hundred perfuns, 
there not being fuch encouragement by trade to live here as at Ler«ick. 

At the cafl or fouth-call end of the town hands the caftle of Scalloway, built anno 
j6oo, byPatrick Karl of Orkney, fon to Robert Stewart alfo Earl of Oikney, who 
built the palace of Birfa formerly mentioned j above the gates, as we enter into the 
lioufc, there is this inferiplion, Patridus Orckaaia: tT’ 7 .ctland\e Conics^ and below the in- 
fcription>tliis diftich, Cujits fundmuen fumm cjl donms ilia maiuOit ; Laldlis e contra, ft fit 
arena per it. That houle whofe foundation is on a rock fltall Hand ; but if the fand it 
lhall fall. The rcafon of the inferiplion is reported to be this ; the Earl greatly op- 
prefl'ed both Clrkney and Zetland ; and particularly at the building of this houfe, his 
hand lay very heavy on the poor people, by caufing them in great numbers to be em- 
ployed about the building, which could not but divert them from their ordinary work, as 
fifhing, &c. whereby they provided fuftenauce for themfclves and families. After tliis, 
one Mr. Pitcairn, minifter of North Mevan, faid to be a godly and zealous man, coming 
to pay his refpeftsto the Earl, the Earl defired him to conipofe a verfe, which he might 
put upon the fron^jfpiecc of his houfe ; from this the minift..*r took occafion to lay be- 
fore the Earl his great fin of oppreffion, upon which the Earl’s anger was incenfed, and 
in his rage he threatened him with iinprifonmcnt. However the parf afterwards coming 
to fome compofurc of fpirit, Mr. Pitcairn faid unto him, Well if you will have a verfe, I. 
fhall give you one from exprefs words of holy feripture, Luke vi ; which verfe the Earl 
being pleafed with,caurcdit to beinferibed on the lintel above the gate, with Luke A. ad.';"d 
to the verfe, the minifter thereby infinuating that this houfe could notftand long, having 
fuch a fandy foundation as oppreffion. As indeed neither did it, for lliortly after the 
Earl being beheaded, the houfe was net taken care of, and is now become niinou*;. 

And herein the wife providence of God may be obferved, that as the infeription on 
the gate of the palace of Birfa in Orkney did hold forth the ambition of the father, fo 
tliis infeription on the gate of the caftle of Scalloway in Zetland did ffiew the oppreffion 
of the fon ; and though it may be many years fince the death of them both, yet the 
very houfes built by them, to make their honour and grandeur to appear, do yet ftand 
to their dlffionour and infamy, and in a manner do bear wititefs againft them : fo truly 
verified in them, is that feripture, “ That though the inward thoughts of great men 
be that their houfes ffiall continue ftir ever, and their dwelling places to all generations ; 
neverthelefs they being in honour and not underftanding, are like the bcafts that perifli. 
And the righteous fliall be in eveijafting rememjirance : but the name of the wicked 
ffiall rot.** . , ^ * • • 

The houfe* or caftle is three ftorles high befide kitcheys’and wardrobe# and hath ^n it 
many excellent chambers, and other apartments with their fcvcral conveniences; alfd there 
hath been much good painting, fome of which is yet to be feen, though much defaced ; 
the chambers a're high between floors, but cfpccially the gallery or dining-room : in th& 
kitchen there is a well in ithe fide pf a Vall, the water whereof is very good though 
VOL. ni. ' ‘50 little 
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little ufed ; the Hates have for the moft part fallen from ‘the roof, and are daily falRh^ 
with -every (torm, fo that the timber, much of which is yet very good and frefh, is be- 
giniiing to rot and confume, by the rain falling through the houfe from floor to floor,. 
The ftonc w 11s arc yet in a good coRidition, they being confuierably thick ; in the build- 
ing are many frce-ltones, as lintels, jam.'?. See. uhich they lay were brought from. Scot- 
land. 1 give a more particular account of this houfe, b-caufe built in this country, and 
to (hew how franfient, palling, and pcrilliing, the glory and riches of the world are. In 
this calHe of Scallaw'ay fome Engliih lolJiers for foine time kept garrifon, when their 
army was !n Scotland. * 

The church of Wifdale, which belongcth to this parilh, is much frequented by the fu- 
perflitious country people, who light candles therein, drop money in and about it, go 
on their bare knees round it, and to w'hich in their llraits and ficknefs they have their re- 
courfc, yea fome are fo filly as to think, thit if they be in any diftrefs, thoughTiot at thi.s 
church, yet if they turn their faces to it, God will hear them. One of the jullices told 
us, that though tiiey have laid out themlelves tog?t thefe fuperflitious conceits eradicat- 
ed, yet they cannot get it altogether^effeftuated, but Hill they continue amongt^he peo- 
ple. A miniller alfo told me, that it was much frequented by women, who, when they 
defire to marry, went to this church making their vows and faying their prayers there, 
fo afluring themfelves that God would caufo men come fuit of them ; but this is not 
now fo much in ufe as formerly. 

Before Scalloway Ueth a little ifle called Troudra two or three miles long, wherein are 
a few families. 

The third parifli is Nefton to the call' of the Main, to which belongs four churches, 
two on the main, and other two in ifles ; in Nefton is good harbouring and many grey 
filhes. (. 

To the north*eaft lies the ifle of Whalfey, wherein is a church, it is about three miles 
long and as many broad. Here are great rats and very numerous, which do infeft the 
ifle, deftroying their edms and other goods. 

From Whalfey to the eaft lies the Skerries, feveral broken ifles, wherein is a 
church, here are two good harbours, but dangerous to enter, by rcafon of rocks that 
lie before them, but when in, lliips will ride very fafely ; there are no pites in them, 

' but many (hips being call away upon them, the inhabitants make ufe of the wreck for 
bum* 4 lrood, and alfo bring fome pites from Whalfey. Here was call away that great 
and rich (hip, called the Carmelan of Amfterdam, anno 1664, when the war was between 
us and the Hollanders, compute<^o the value of 3,000,000 of guilders, wherein were 
fome chefts of coined gold (of imeh more above in our defeription of Orkney,) and 
none of the men, as they report, were faved but four, who were on the top-mall, dif- 
covering the land } but before they could give timely advertifement to the captain, the 
Ih^p ftruck on a rock, and* the maft breaking by the deck, the top thereof fell on one of 
the (kerries, and fo ’thefe four men perilhed not with the reft of their company ; they 
fay for twenty days after the inhabitants of the Skerries drank liberally of the llrong 
liquors driven on (hore in calks. It is faid this (hip* fo richly laden was bound for the 
Eaft-Indies. ‘ . 

In the way from Brafla Sound to' Nellon, lies the blind rock called the, Unicom, (he 
' toprwhereof i^een at a low ebb, upon which the (hip called the Unicom was caft away, 
wheryin was William Kircaldy of Grange, who, purfuing the Earl of Bothwell, followed 
him fo,clofe, that they were within gun (hot of one another, but Bothwell coming flrft 
^urough Brafla Sovyid got in a pilot, which Grange negle£b‘ng to do, they both (ailed 
throiigh (he northern paflage.of Brafla Sound i and Bothwel’s pilot fl'aving a great te- 

-ward 
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ward prom^fed him, if they Ihould efcape, ran down by the fide of this rock upon which 
the Unicorn did fpilt, and fo Bothwel got free of the danger he was in, by t)iis hof 
purfuit. It is molt dangerous failing among thefe illes wiihout a pilot. 

The fourth parifh is Delton on the Main, wherein are two churches, it lieth north-eafl 
and fouth'Caft ; here are many grey filhes taken, whereas in the northern ifles of Unit 
and Yell they lay out ihetnfelves more for the taking of white fifli, as killing, ling, &r. 

On the eall lies FiQiolm, to the north>caft Idttle Rue, and on the wed Meikle P uo, 
eight miles long, and two miles broad, wherein a good harbour. All thefe ides have 
their own advantages. 

The fifth is Sanding and Eding lying on the Main betw'een Delton and Waes wherein 
are two kirks, one in Sanding* and another in Eding, The way in this parilh is very 
bad, and the people are faid to be among the pooreft and naughtied in all the country ; 
here is good padure for fiiecp, and the bed wool ; as alfo the bed Iheltics. 

Nigh to Sanding and Eding lie feveral fmall pleafant ifles, Veraantrie, a pleafant iflc 
full of harbours, Oxney, Papa Little^ Ilildeflia, &c. 

The^xth is Waes on the main to the weft, to it belongs four churches, one in Waes, 
another in Sandnefs, the third in the ifle of Papa>dour, and the fourth in the ifle of 
Fowla. To the fouth of Waes lieth the ide of Vaila, wherein a cat will not live, of 
which more afterwards. 

The ifle of Papa-dour is faid to be the pleafanteft little ifle in all this'country, two miles 
long, and well furnifhed with fuel, grafs, corn, rabbits, &c. In it are four good har- 
bours, one to the fouth, two to the north, and one to the weft, nigh to this ille lies the 
Lyra Skerries, fo called, becaufe the lyres (thefe fat fowls, fpoken of in our defeription 
or Orkney,) do frequent this Skerrie. , *’ 

Foulajies about eighteen miles weft from the Main, it ig about three miles long, 
wherein a high rdfk feen at a great didance I have heard fay, that in a calm and 
clear day, they will fee it from Orkney ; there is only one place in it for harbouring, 
which if you do not hit, you will be driven to the fea, what by wind and tide. Their 
corn land is all in one end of it ; and ihe'inhabitants live mod by fowls and eggs, which 
are very numerous, and they are the bed climbers of. rocks in all the country. 

• The fevonth is North-Mevan on the Main lying to the north, wherein are three kirks, 
Hilfwick, Oloberry and North-Rhae, they report, the people of this parilh to be dil- 
creet and civilized, beyond their neighbouring^ parilhes j which, under God, isfeowing 
to the labours of Mr. Hercules Sinclair, fometiine minifter there, reputed to be zealous 
and faithful : he, in bis zeal againd fuperdition, razed Crofs-Kirk, in this parifli ; be- 
caufe the people fuperftitioufly frequented it : and^Hhen demolilhed, behind the place 
where the altar flood, and allb beneath the pulpit, we^e found feveral pieces, of filver in 
various lhapes, brought thither as ofterings by alHiflcd people, fome being in the form 
of a head, others of an arm, others of a foot, accordingly af the officers were diftreffed 
in thefe parts of the body ; as a friend of his, a prefent minider in the country, did in- 
form me. O that the pains and expence thefe fuperftitious fouls have been at, might excite 
us the more dutifully to ferve and worlhip our God in fpirit and in truth ! There are 
alfo many more people in this parifh, who can write and re{vd,,and give a tolerable ac- 
count of their proficiency in the kfiowledge of tNe pnnciples of rcligiop, than thejre are 
in others. • . ■ . * V 

Before it lies Lamma a fmall pleafant ide ; as alfo anfitljer to the weft-north- wed. 

The- «ghth is Brafla, an ifle to the eaft of Tingwal and I.erwick to whicn tl;ve.'> 
churches do -belong, two in BralTa, but only in one of them, the^ ufe to attend or<ii- 
sances ; the other being buUt nigh to the manfe, for their late old miniftcr’s accoinmo*dn- 
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tior. Brafla is about five miles long and two broad, all covered with heather, except 
foine corn land by the coafts. Before BralTa to the eaft lies the Nofs of Braifa, a fmall 
life whertiu is one family j it hath a high rock lying open to the eaft fea, and feen by 
mariners at a diftance. 

I’he minifter of Brafla alfo hath a church in the ifle of Burra, which he goeth to every 
fecond Sabbath, it lying nigh to the Mainland, wcft-fouih-welt from Scalloway, fo that 
the minifter is obliged to travel from the eaft to the well fide of the Mainland when htf 
goeth to this his church. 'I'he ific will be three miles long, divided in the middle into 
two fmall ifles by a fea-broak. ...The church is very large, and hath a high lleeple in it. 
'Fo the fouth-fouth-eaft of Burra lies Haveroy, a mile and a half long. Both, iu Burra 
and Haveroy is good pafture, and about them good fifliing. - 

The ninth is Yell, an ific north-eaft and by tlte eaft from the Main, fixteen miles long, 
and as to breadth it is much like the figure 8, becaufe of the many creeks and vges^ 
which divide and cut the land, yet in foinc places it is fix or eight miles broad : in it 
are three churches and many old little chnpcls ; iu’s more molTy than fome other ifles, 
though there be in it fome good pafturage and corn land. To the eaft of Yell lies 
Halkafliie, two miles long ; to the fouth-weft Samphrey, one mile long ; to the weft- 
fouth-weft Biggai, a mile and a half long, all pleafant, and well grafled, having much 
fuel, and efpecially excellent for fiftiing ; for if the wind blow from the weft, the boats 
can He on the call ; if from the eaft, they can lie on the weft fide of thefe ifles, and that 
nigh to the Ihore. 

To the eaft-aorih eaft of Yell lies Fetlor, five miles long and four broad j in it fome 
chapels and Pi£ts houfes, as there are likewife in feveral other of the ifles. In this ifle 
there is a church whfrein the minifter of Yell prcacheth every fourth Sabbath j it ufed 
formerly to have been ferved by a preaching deacon, but the vicar bv his diligence hath 
got the minifter of Yell alio obliged to ferve in Fetlor, though Yell b., more tH'an fufli- 
cient for any one man to have- the charge of. 

The tenth parilh is Unft, eight miles long, and four miles broad in many places ; in- 
it three churches ; it is faid to be the largcft pleafant ifle in all this country : in it alfo 
three harbours, Uzia Sound, Balta. Sound, and Burra Firth ; here fome good corn land 
and pafturage ; alfo feveral old chapels (of which moi’o afterw'ards). A little ifle called 
Uzia licth off Unft, a mile and a half long, as likewife feveral pleafant holms. Unft 
is the moft northern ifle in the King of Britain’s dominions, under the lixty.firft de- 
gree of latitude. 

3'hus I have given fome account of the feveral pariflics within the bounds of the ifles 
and country of Zetland, and hintAat, if not all, yet the greateft part of the ifles, the 
principal whereof arc Thift, Yell, Fetlor, Braifa, and Burra. 

Whence we fee there is no minifter here, but hath at leafl two churches, wherein he 
difpenfeth gofpel ordinances, and fome of them hath three, and others four. Some of 
which churches arc at a great diftance from one another, .to travel to which is not only 
toilfome and dangerous to the rel'peflivc minifters, they alfo not having little manfes or 
houfes for their accommodation when they come to them ; though often when ftorras 
do arife they will be detained in the ifles for fome time until they Icflen : not only I 
fay is this troublefomc to the minilloifj, but highly ‘prejudicial to the peojjle, among 
whom the wor^of the gofpej is greatly retarded (as we had occafion likewife to. note 
concerning Orkney), few of the people ufing to repair to other churches when there is 
not pifblic worfliip at their o^n, which at moft will be but one of two Sabbaths, and in 
many {ilaccs but one in three or four, and in fome not to be had for.Cbine months, 
.wTfleh as undoubtedVy occafioncth great ignoraqce, fo many grols fcandals, as adulteries, 
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fornications, &c. ; the faithful preaching of the gofpci doing much, if not to coftvince 
and convert, yet to moralife a people, and put a reftraint to thefe horrid enormities. 

And though the difliculty would not be fmali, if at all it could be got done, to have 
minifters conflantly to preach in the feverat churches, even in the moft confiderablo 
ifles, yet there might be fome more minifters here than there are ; four or five at Icaft, 
to whom the tithes, if rightly employed, could afford a fufficient maintenance ; as one 
inlnifter more in the parift of Dunrollhcfs on the main, and another in the ifle of Ytll, 
See., which charges at prefent are very great, and cannot well be ferved by the minifters 
they have. The tithes are farmed to vicars, a kind of inferior tackfmen, who in foni" 
places do not only opprels the people, but arc uncafy to the minifters, not paying them 
what they are obliged to pay till they pleafe, which often they will not do for fome years. 
The minifters, fuffering by this piece of injuftice, laid it before the cominiilion, as one 
of their grievances, which they craved might be redreffed, and for that end application 
might be made to the government* 


Ch.ap, YIII. —An Account of the ancient Monuments, Curiofitics,Jlrange Providences y 

mojl obfcrvable in the fjles of Zetland. 

THE works of creation and providence are all very wonderful, fought out of them 
who have pleafure therein, amongll which fome more ordinarily occur and are the fub- 
jeft of our meditation, and others not fo commonly prefenting themfelves are the more 
furprifmg and amufing : both which are to be had a due regard unto, they being either 
mediately or immediately, by or without fecond caufes, the work of the Lord, and the 
operation of his hands ; and feeing there are fome things that deferve their own obfer- 
vatlon, which either I had occafion to fee or to hear of in Zetland, I ftiall give a brief 
relation thereof, denying but that there may be other things no Icfs, it not more, 
obfcrvable there which we came not to the knowledge of. 

The Pids huufes, which are frequent through this country, thc»inhabitants take much 
notice of, as being the ancienteft monuments they have, fome of which are more, others 
le!'s ruinous ; they arc round, in the form of fome d9ve-cotcs, or fomething like unto 
an egg bulging out in the middle, but narrower at the bottom, and yet more narrower 
at the top ; they have a little door for an entry, at which a man of an ordinary ftaturc 
could not enter without bowing, within which door there is a ftair going up between 
tw'o ftone walls, leading to the fcveral apartments : inftead of windows they have flits, 
or long narrow holes in the wall, fuch as are in ma^ of our old caflles for the con- 
veyance of light unto them : they are ftrongly buijU|||||lat the conveniency for dv/elHng 
hath been but little ; for their diameter is*but about IBI or twelve feet, and their height 
fcarce twenty or twenty-four. I think thefe Pids houics are much like Arthur’s oven 
upon the water of Carron, in Stirling-fliire. • 

Thefe have been the domiciles or dwellings of the Pids, the old if not the firft inha- 
bitants of this country, who were very numerous in the north of Scotland ; and in 
Orkney having their own kings, as hath been faid in our defeription of Orkney. They 
arc conveniently fituated through the ifles, each one being within the fight of another ; 
hence in a few hours advertifemente could be gi^im by Are, or'othcr ftgns they might 
condefcend'i^on, through the whole country, fignifying. unto them asy danger, tW 
being thereby alarmed they might meet together, or be ^on their own ubfence. Thefe 
houfes are alfo called burghs, which in the old Teutonick br Saxon language ligfiiftcth 
a town having;! wall or fome kind of an enclofure about it ; as alfo a caftle,for*as one 
obferveth in his Didionary, or e.\pIanaVon of our moft ancient EilJgUih wor^ : “ All 
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places* that in old time had among our anceftors the name of borough, bury, or burug, 
were places one way or other fenced and fortified.. Whence it appears that thefe houfes 
'ha^C'been cafiles, or places of defence, to the Fi£ts, feeing it is generally acknow* 
lodged th^ both the Pi£ls and the Saxons- were originally defeended of the fame Ger« 
ni:in nation, and fo might call their cafiles by the fame name. 1 have alfo heard it ob< 
ferved, that in Orkney feveral places, wherein of old they ufed to bury their dead, were 
called burghs ; fo Hkewife thefe houfes in Zetland might ferve for the fame purpofe, 
from tlie Saxon word byring^ or burigingy or berogeingy which we now call burying, 

I enquired if there was ai^^ place or hill here which they call .Thule or Ule, if fo be 
wc could receive any information or light from themvconcerning the Thule of the an- 
cients ; but they anfwered they knew none of that name, only there was an ifle wherein 
A high hi'l called Foula, on the weft fide of the Mainland ; but to fuppofe that ever the 
ancient Romans underftood Thule thereby^befide other things that might be alledged, it 
would be a inan.itc-fi ftretching of, and an offering violence to the word : but although 
what this place is hath been much controjjerted by ancient and modem authow, attempt- 
ing the difeovery thereof, yet it is generally agreed upon that it is toward tbe north, 
and many take it to be one of the Britilh ifles ; and a late author, in an Effay concern- 
ing the Thule of the Ancients, endeavoureth to prove it to be the north-cafi part of 
Britain, lying over-againll the ifles pf Orkney, citing fome auihors to this purpofe, as 
Conradus Celtes : Orcadibus qua cimla fuis Tyle et g/acialis inj'ula ct Claudian, madue- 
runt /anguine ftifo Or cades incaluit Piblorum funguinc L'hulc ; Scotormn cunmlos flevit gla^ 
eialis Jeme. And others who call 1 hulc Britannicarum infuhrum Jeptentrionaliffimamy 
the moft northern of the Britilh ifles. Iceland alfo lays claim to it ; and the above 
citetl author fuppofeth Iceland to be the I’hule, but I judge without any fiiadow of 
truth ; for befide what is now faid, 1 greatly douOt if ever the Romans had the know- 
ledge of Iceland, their eagles never having come and been dlfpla^wd to the. north of 
Scotland or Orkney ; Imperii fuerat Romani Scotia limesy faith the great Scaliger.^ 
Ftoloiny will have it te be among the ifles of Zetland : and Bbeth,our hillopian, diftin- 
guiftieth between a firft and a fecond Thule, calling Ila the firft, and Louifa the fecond, 
which are reckoned among the ifles called Hebrides. So faith Boeth. “ Ptolomaus 
inter Srbethlandicas infulas qua ultra Orchades funt, aut proxime Norvegiam jitam vult, 
baud quaquam propter immenfam intcrcapedinem intcUigi poteji. Nos autem Ham prinuim 
Leuifam IHbridim prajlanttjjimam fcctmdam Thulcn vocamus. But I incline to .think, 
that although fome might defign a particular place by the Thule, yet generally by a 
iynecdoche, ufual with the Ro^^i authors, they might denote all thefe places remote 
from them to the north, and Britain, and the northern parts thereof, whither 

their arms did come. 

In the parifli of North-Mcvan' is Mons Ronaldi, or Rons Hill, the highefi in all this 
country, from which fome do fay t^y will fee the body of the fun all the night over in 
the month of June ; • which-cannot be for the reafon alledged in our defeription of Ork- 
ne'y, why it could not be feen from the top of the hill of Hoy ; though reafun and ex- 
perience Ihew they have a clearer light in Zetland in»the night-time, during the fummer 
leafon, than they can have in Orkney, Zetland being more than a degree to the north 
of Orkney, and confeq'uently ay the.fother north the fhorter night, till at length there 
be no night aj/all j fo ^hat if it were poflible to fail holding a northern courie till we 
were under thb pole, having it* for our zenith or vertical point, we would have a con- 
rinuaFday without any nigh^fbr feveral months, the fun all that time deferibing a circle 
almofi*parallel to our horizon; I fay almoft parallel, becaufe befide th& diurnal, there 
ih'aUb the annual tnotion of the fun in the ^liptic. O how exaft and beautiful an 
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orrfer and fymmetry is to be feen in the works of God ; they all fpeaking for A the 
goodnefs, wifdotn, and power of thpir Maker. 

What a wonderful creature is the fun, “ coming fo*-th as a bridegroom out of^his# 
chamber, and rejoiemg as a ftrong man to run his race,” abfolving every day hi* cir- 
cuit round our terreftrial globe from eaft to wed, and travelling every year between 
his tropics (the limits and boundaries preferibed him of God, beyond which he is not 
to pafs), from fouth to north anti from north fo fuiith, giving ihorter days to thofc who. 
inhabit the middle of the earth under the torrid zone, tliey not being able to bear his 
longer continuance above their horizon, bccaufe of his ||:orcIiing heat, but longer to 
thefe who can better endure it under the temperate, and yet longelt to thefe who live 
neareft to the frigid zones, or to the poles, whom his heat cannot prejudice, as it doth 
thefe who live under or near to the line or,, middle <’f the earth, on whom he darteth 
down his perpendicular rays ; wherefore the wifdoni of his Maker will have him (lay a 
fhorter time above their horizon. How wonderful then in counfel and excellent in 
working is this God, whereupon not only his (jiints do blefs him for the benefits where- 
with they are loaden, hut all his works do praife him after their manner ! 

There are fevcral caves here or hollow places in and through the rocks ; particularly 
there is one in the ifle of Imft, entering from the fea at one fuie of the ifle, and oppofite 
thereunto; on the other fide there is another going in, as it were meeting the former, 
unto the end of any of which none will undertake to go, though it hath been attempted ; 
the rage of the fea in thefe caverns of the earth, the failing of the light of day, and the 
raggednefs of the rocks by which they muft pafs, making it terrible unto them, as alfo 
the thicknefs of the air, fomething annoying them ; but the entries thereunto being 
•oppofite one to another, giveth ground to judge that it is a continued cave from the 
one fide of the ifle to the other, though four miles broad ; which cannot be thought to 
be artificial, but nfrfural, waflied through by the violence of 'the waves; and the lefs 
wonder it is for it fo to be, if we confider that if gutta cavat lafulm, much more rapidi 
et tumidi JlwElus cavabmf^ that if in a fhort time the drop will •wear the ftonc, much 
more in the trafl: of fome thoufands of years, the raging and tempeftuous waves daily 
breaking on the rocks will produce this effeft, ‘and that more in fome places than in 
others, where the rock will be more friable and brittle, and the force of the waves lefs 
broken by the bounding and fwaddling fand. 

There is fomething li\e unto this yet more furprifing in the ifle of Foula, on the weft 
fide of the Mainland, if it be true what is ftoried of it. In this ifle, on the top of a hill, 
there is a hole, the mouth whereof may be (and fome fay now is) covered with a flatc- 
Aone going downwards to the bottom of the rock, is faid to be of a great depth ; 

particularly a Dutch fliip-maAer is roportt d to have made a trial thereof, for the grati- 
fying his curiofity, by taking up a i arrel of lines with him, which he let all down, and 
yet could not found tke bottom : fome fay ht let (k|wn two barrels, which is very won- 
derful, confidering a barrel of lines is reckoned to.be fevcral, fome fay nine, miles in 
length. \V hat can be the rcafon of luch a c<tnveyance from the top of the rock to the 
bottom ? and further, if we mav give credit to what is faid, I cannot poflibly imagine 
f«r that fuch a thing fhould be done by art, wc cannot' well conceive the reafon why, 
nor the tnapner how it could be ddne, and that .'lature flioufd Have fuch an operation 
will be as difficult f<^ unfold. . 

'I'hat this country is gei erally molfy, fofr, and fpungy, hath been foaraerly tolo^ as 
likewife that it is dangerous for people to travel through *il, of which many initances 
may be given ;#l Aialfonly name two, which I bad from the miniflers of the refpeftive 
bounds: one tra veiling in the tile of Yell foil into fuch a mofly *and loofe piece of 
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ground, his horfe beneath him, furniture and all fank down, and was no more fc?n, 

- and he hiinfelf with great difficulty ftruggled out and was faved. And another in tl^e 
l^ariffi* of^Tingwal on the Main, not long lince, walking on foot not far from his own 
houfe, fell into fuch another place, wherein there did not appear t© be any hazard and 
over which feveral times formerly he thought he had paflfed with fafety, and fanlc down 
to the arm-pits, but he by llrctching out his arms, keeping his head over the furface of 
the ground, by the help of his fervaut then providentially with him, and a half 
fixed in the ground, got wrellled out } fo dangerous is it travelling here even to the 
inhabituntSt 

On the weft fide of the ifle of Fetlor, there is a place whereon a gentleman’s houfe 
called Ualta, into which place or houfe if a mai'iner’s needle and compafs be brought 
the needle refteth not in its poles, as it doth in other places, but hath a tremulous un- 
dulating motion, and fometimes turneth found, as fomc fay, to all tlie points of the 
horizon ; and a gentleman who was inquifitive to know the truth of this told me, that 
upon trial he found it to be fo, and further to try the experiment he took the compafs 
to the top of the houfe, where it had the fameeffeft. And one of the minifters of the 
northern ifles informed me, that if any fhip or boat failed by, or came nigh unto that 
place, the fame did befal their compafs. Alfo there is a little hill nigh to the fea on the 
weft fide of the ifle of Whalfcy, to which if the compafs be brought the flower de luce, 
or that point which is ordinarily obverted to the north, turneth about to the fouth, 
but if the compafs be removed the diftance of two or three feet from the top of the 
hill, there is no fuch eifed produced : this the late miniller of the place aflured me 
of, having tried the experiment. 

The many wonderful properties and effe£ls of the magnet or load-ftone, and of other 
things endued with, or which do partake of this magnetic virtue difeovered in thefc 
latter ages, hath defervcdly raifed the admiration of philofophers, ^.id awakened them 
to make a diligent inquiry and fearch into the reafons of thefe ftrange phenomena. 
That the magnet hathjtwo poles anfwering to the .polos of the world, to whjch it turn- 
cth itfelf ; that the loadftone draweth iron unto it j that iron brought unto and rubb?‘d 
upon the loadftone receiveth from it that attractive, eras fome will liave it, that iinpulfive 
virtue and power, and other qualities inherent in it (hence the invention of the needle, 
. fo ufeful andneceflary to mariners for diredingof their courfesj) that if there be two 
Ipherical loadftones, they will turn to one another, as each of them doth to the poles of 
the earth, and if they be detained in a contrai'y pofition, they will flee from one an- 
other ; and fo it is with the needle in the compafs, when a loadftone or piece of iron is 
brought unto it, the needle eith^ cometh to, or fleeth from* it according to its fitu- 
ation, wherefore mariners are careful that no iron be in nor lying near unto their light- 
room where the compafs ftandeth. That though you fliould take the needle from its 
beloved pole, yet when let alone and left to itfelf, it will incontinently move and take 
no reft until it rcturp thereunto ; thefc ftrange and uncouth properties hath the load- 
ftone, as likewife many others no leis aftonilhing, reckoned up by its admirers, many 
of which arc known to the rudeft and moft illiterate mariner f but to explain the na- 
ture of the loadftone, and to refolve and atifwcr the propofals of nature tqpon thchcad^ 
by giving the reafons of thefe admirj|^le effeds, opust hk labor cjl, this is the diffi- 
culty, which hith vexed many, and taken up the ftudies of the fageft •and moft in- 
genfous modci^ philofophers'. , 

^ 1 ft}all not prelume to give the reafon of this ftrange phenomenon, the needle’s leav- 
ing itsjrcft at the pole and betaking itfelf to fuch a motion, whether tremulogs and 
updulating, or circular round the points of the^ compafs, or the flower de luce, turning 
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td the fouth. Only I would fupfgcft two things, which if they tend not to clear what is 
propofed, they uill further hold out how wonderful the loadlbne and its properii'’«* 
Ae. I''irft, upon the ordinary fuppolitu'n, whereby thefe properties are explained-, th;;t' 
the earth is as a great loadftone, on the furface and exterior pans wherent a gr^^t nund) r 
of volatile ferew-like particles, called the magnetic matter, do inceifantly move, trava i- 
ling from pole to polealongft the furface of tlic earth, whereby the poles of the load- 
ftone and the point of the needle aflct'ted with its virtue, arc obvcrleil to the po'.is -d 
the world ; which fuppofition being made, \vc w'onid know that this ntagjictic me.tter 
may not alw'ays have the fame motion, but in fome places it may be upward and per- 
pendicular to the furface of the earth ; to that in thefe places where l!iey thus nlove 
perpendicularly, the needle will not be determined to one point, more than to tmothcr 
of the horizon, this matter alike aifefting all the parts of the needle by its perpendicu- 
lar motion ; which the ingenious Rohault alledgcth as the reafon why the coinpafs 
ferveth not the ufe of the Jlollanders, when they have failed far to the north in order 
to find out a new and fliortcr pafl'ago to the Kalt Indies, their needle then not turning 
to the poles as it doth in other places, but alike to all the points of the horizon, tl;c 
motion of the magnetic matter in thefe more northern places, being in lines perpendi- 
cular to the furface of the earth : and fo likewife it may fall out in other i>laces, where 
a greater quantity of this magnetic matter rifeth from the earth. 

A fccond thing that 1 would take notice of is that this magnetic matter in its palTagc 
from pole to pole meets with feveral iron mines, into which it gocth afide, fo diverting 
its ftraight courfe between the poles, bocaufe it finds an calicr palfagc through the pores 
of the iron than by palling through other places ; hence the variation of the com- 
pafs is judged to be, fo much talked of by mariners, in fome places greater, and in others 
Icfs, accordingly as the magnetic matter is more or lels determined by the feveral iron 
mines into which ia* turneth afide ; now in fome places it nlay fo fall out, tint there 
may be a greater quantity of iron through which the magnetic matter palling, and 
from which it arifing, may caufe fuch a motion whereby the nmlle not only incline.'} 
not to one point more than to another in the horizon, but alfo by the magnetic mat- 
ters afeending from and returning to the iron mines, it may produce fuch an irregular 
motion in the needle; and that there is a great quantity of iron in Zetland may be 
known by the remarkable variation of the compals there, for, as mariners inform us, 
when they fail by the fouth end of Zetland they find the variation to be but one point, 
hut when pafling the north end they find it varies tw'o points, and ujiou this variation 
in direding their courfe to this or the other place, they make their ivckouing : which 
is very obfervable, that in Icfs than a degree of latitude (for no more will the length of 
the ifles of Zellamfhe) it varies a point of the compafs, w'lnch mult he according to the 
reafon commonly afligned, bccaufc there is much iron in thefe ifles, and more efpecially 
on the weft fide of the ifle of Fetlor ; for other places of the fame ifle have no fu«h 
influence on the compafs. * 

That yet much if not the greateft part of the difliculty rcmiains I readily grant, and 
loaves it to the ftudy of .the hrarne^l and curious, and indeed in many things to acknow- 
ledge our ignorance hath been reputed no Ana 11 part of wifdom, fo hard it is to folvc 
and unriddle nature’s fecrct.s, wherrin the greatefi Jights have h6cn benighted, the fol- 
lowing koftemraifing the fi.uudations of the doQrincs of the former : liow vvdndeyful 
are the works of God, that in wifdom he hath made them all ; and he*' narrow &nd 
fliallow are our c.apacitics, that w'e cannot find out the works of God, even th(>moll 
feiifible and obi'lous j how thankful alfo fliould we be to God, who hath vouchfafed to 
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us the h'ght of clearly revealed truths, which if taken heed unto lhall make us pcW« 
•and lead unto glory. 

There are in thefe illcs many little chapels, now generally ruinous : as in the ifle of 
Unit there are twenty-four and upwards ; in the ifle of Yell there are twenty-one, and 
many in other ifles ; 1 fuw one of them in the pariflr of Tingwall, wherein alfo there are 
feveral more ; it would have contained fcarcc thirty people, as I judge, and. though fo 
little, yet very great Hones were in the walls, which was ftrange to me, how that in this 
country, where their bcafts are weak, and they have not the help of machines, they got 
them lifted and laid. Thefe are faiil to have been built by fuperftitious zealots in the 
times of popery, or, as fome rather think, by Ihip-wrecked foamcn, who coming fafe to 
lliore, have built them according to their vows made by them when in danger, which 
they dedicated to fo many feveral faints, whom they looked upon as the patrons of their 
refpeilive chapels. About which alfo men and women of old had their night walkings, 
which occafioned much untleannefs, but now fuch walkings are but little ufed. 

About the walls of thefe old chapels Arc found fnails called flicll-fnails, which they 
dry and pulverize, mingling the dull: with their drink for the jaundice, by which means 
thefe who labour under this ficknefs in three or four days* time will recover of the 
fame ; but if they let this dull; lie for a year without making ufe of if, it turneth into 
fmall living creatures or verminc, which they dry and bray over again, if they make 
any further ufe of it. 

In Uzia an ifle lying nigh to Unft, there is a metal gotten having the colour of gold, 
which feveral of the Dutch merchants have taken with them to Hamburgh, and tried it 
there, but by the force of fire it did not become liquid, but crumbled into finall pieces ; 
it is to be had there in great plenty. This Iheweth there may be minerals in thefe ifles, 
though not known nor fcarched for. 

In the church-yard of Piipa-Stour, in the parifli of Waes, lieth a fiane five feet long, 
at the one end two, and at the other one foot broad, concave front ilie one end to the 
other, of which the ct^mmon tradition goes, that, this (tone came afiiore on that ifle 
with a dead man tied to it, who lies buried there befide it. It appears to have been 
the gravc-ftonc of fomc perfon of note in the country, which Iheweth they have alfo 
had that cullom of laying at leafl; fome of their dead in fuch large Hones made concave, 
and cut out for the purpofe, which hath been frequent in many places with us in 
Scotland. 

At a little diHance from Papa-Stour, lies a rock encorapaflTcd with tlic fca, called 
Frau-a-Stack, which is a Danifh word, and lignifieth our Lady’s Rock, upon which are 
to be feen the ruins of a houfc, wherein they fay a gentleman did put his dauglitcr, that 
fo Ihe might be flmt up and fecluded from the company of men, but though a maiden 
when put in, yet (he was found -with child wlien brought out, notwithHanding of her 
being fo clofcly kept, but whether this came to pafs by a golden fliower (the moH 
powerful courtfliip) or neft, the country hath loll the tradition : however it feemeth 
ilrange, how a houl'e fitould be built on luch a bare and fmall rock, when fo -many large 
and pleafant ifles were near unto it. , 

The throe iron cannons I'onnerly mentioned now lying in the citadel of Lerwick, 
being ruHcd by the fea,' wherein thcy/liad lain for eighty years ; the inhabitants of Lcr- 
wicls to lake ofi 'the rull, and fo fit thenr for their ufe, about nine years ago did fet a 
heajl of peats ^out them, wliioh they putting fire unto, the guns fo foon as they were 
warmed! and hot, did all difeharge themfelves to the great furprife of the fpedlators, 
and the balls, as fome obferved, went half over Brafla-i'ound. Which defervetli fomc 
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^remark, that the powder all that time fhould retain its elaftic force, the water, if at ail, 
jret not fo infinuating itfelf with the powder as to wafh it away, or much dinpniih iti 
virtue. Thcfe who were cye-witnelfcs gave me this relation. 

It is obfcrvable that the former year 1699, the liflics had little or no liver, but fomc- 
thing black in lieu thereof, which was a great lofs to the filhers, they making their oil of 
thofe livers ; as alfo the oxen, Utecp, fwine, &c. had little or no fat on their livers, which 
ufeth not to be, there being a kind of confumption upon the livers of creatures both by 
fea and land; which mindeth me of Kom. viii. 22. “ Man’s fins making the' creation 
to groan, and earncftly long as with an uplifted head, for a tlclivcrancc fo that if 
the creatures could fpoak with Baalam’s afs, they would reprove the madnefs and fin 
of man. 

There Is a little iiland on the weft fide of Wacs, called Vaila, wherein there is no 
cat, neither will any flay though brovtght in, as liatli been done for trial, but v ill 
quickly be gone, they either dying, or betaking themfclves to fea, they endeavour to 
fwira to the next ifle : yet about filiy years agtj there was c le feen upon this ifle, about 
that time when a gentleman the proprietor thereof was tormented and put to death by 
the witches, but never any were feen fmee, I'ave v. hat were brought in for trial, as now 
faid. 'J’he reafon of this T could not leani fiom the niinifters, who gave the informa- 
tion; it is like bccaufe of the air, or tlie fmell of fomething upon the illc, though not 
perceivable by the inhabilaiUs, which agreeth not with the temper and conftitution of 
thelc anitnals. 

About a mile from Tingwall to the north, there is a hill called the Knop of Kebifter, 
or I-uggie’s Know, nigh to which hill there is a houfe called Kebifter, where a varlet 
or wizard lived, cotmnonly dofigned I.uggie, concerning whom it was reported that 
when the fea was fo tcinpeftuous that the boats durft not go off to the fifhing, he ufed 
to go to that hill^r know, where in a hole into which he let down his lines and took 
up any fifh he pleafed, as a cod or ling, &c. which no other could do but himl'elf ; alfo 
when fifliing at fea, he would at bis plcafure take up any roalteJ lillr with his line, with 
the entrails or guts out of it, and fo ready for his ufe : this was certainly done by the 
agency of evil fpirits, with whom he was in comparand covenant, but the ceconomy of 
the kingdom of darknefs is very wonderful and little known to us. lie being conviiftcd 
of witchcraft, was burnt nigh to Scalloway. 

As for witches I did hear much of them, as if they abounded more in this than other 
countries, though I make no queftion, but that there arc many fucli here thus deluded 
by the devil : there is not then fuch ground for wh.it is fo commonly talked by many 
with us anont their devilry, which might have affrighted us if given heed unto, as if it 
were dangerous going or living there ; though it is faid here there are many of this 
hellifh ftamp in Hlar.d, Lapland, and other places to the north of Zetland, which may 
occafion the miftakt?; ^ • 

We faid before that there went but few rats, and that only in fomc of the illes, and 
thought to come out of Ihips, but that they had mice in abundance ; yet in the illes of ^ 
Burra and Hafleafhy no mice are»to be found ; yea if they take fomc duft oreartii out 
of thcfe illes to other places where they arc, they will forfake fuch places where the duft 
is laid. It may be for the like reafon, wliy no ca<9 can or will live in Vjila. 

Sometimes wFTen the ftiips are lying nigh land, the rats. will come afl'.orc, wKich .when 
any of the Hollander.^ or others fee, they look upon it as«fafal to the fliip (^tt of whicl* they 
come, portending that her end fome way or other will fhonly approach ; and Kkewifu 
it is obferved? that tliefe rats will not live above three or four ycare in that landfo which 
they come. Some of our feamen tell us the like as to their fhifts ; it is talked ^ft!o 
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tlwt thcfe- creatures will leave houfes before any difmal accident befal them. What 
ground there is either for the one or the other 1 know not, but, if true, it will be hard 
1 fuppofe to give the rcafon thereof. 

Not above forty or fifty years ago almofi every family had a Browny, or evil fpirit fo 
called, which ferved them, to whom they gave a facrifice for his fervicej as when they 
churned their nsilk, they took a part thereof and fprinklcd every comer of. the lioufc 
with it forBrowny’s ufe ; likewili? when they brewed, they had a ftone which they 
called Browny’s Stone, wherein tliere was a little hole, into which they poured fome 
wort for a facrifice to Browny. My informer, a miniftcr in the country, told me, that he 
had converfed with an old man who, when young, ufed to brew, and fometimes read 
upon his Bible, to whom an old woman in the houfe faid, that Browny was difpleafed with 
that book he read upon, which if he continued to do, they would get no more fervice 
of Browny ; but he being better inftruded from that book, which was Browny’s eye., 
fore and the ohjedf of his wrath, when he brewed he would not fuffer any facrifice to be 
given to Browny, whereupon the firft a«d fecond brewings were fpilt and for no ufc, 
though the wort wrought well, yet in a Httle time it left off working and grew cold j 
but of the third browfl or brewing he had ale vei-y good, though he would not give 
any facrifice to Browny, with whom afterwards they were no more troubled. I had 
alfo from the fame informer, that a lady in Unft now deceafed told him, that W'hen fho 
firft took up houfe, fhe refuled to give a facrifice to Browny, upon which the firft and 
fccond brewings mifgavc likewife, but the third was good ; and Browny, not being re- 
garded norrew;arded as formerly he had been, abandoned his wonted fervice. Which 
cleareth that Scripture, “ Rcfift the devil, and he will flee from from you.” They 
alfo had ftacks of corn which they called Browny’s Stacks j which though they were 
not bound with flraw ropes, or any way fenced as other ftacks ufed to be, yet the great, 
eft ftorm of wind W'as not bblc to blow any ftraw off them. 

Now I do not hear of any fuch appearances the devil makes in thefe ifles, fo great 
and fo many arc the blcfTings which attend a Gofpel.difpenfation : the Brownies, fairies, 
and other evil fpirits that haunted and were familiar in our houfes were difmified, and 
fled at the breaking up of our Reformation, (if we may except but a few places not yet 
well reformed from popifli dregs,) as the heathen oracles were filenced at the coming of 
our Lord, and the going forth of his apoftlcs } fo that our firft noble reformers might 
have returned and faid to their Mafter as the feventy once did ; “ Lord, even the de- 
vils arc fubjetft to us through thy name.” And though this reftraint put upon the 
devil was far later in thcfe northern places than with us, to, whom the light of a- 
preached Gofpel did more early fliine, yet now alfo do thefe northern ifles enjoy the 
fruits of this reftraint. 

About two years and a half or three years ago, there was a boat palling with feveral 
geitflemen of the country in it, and by the way in the Voe of Quarf, through which- 
they went, there appeared fbijiething unto them with its head above the water, which as 
they could difeern, had the face of an old man, with a long beard hanging down ; firft it 
' appeared at fome diftance frwin thent, and then coming nearer to their boat, they had 
a clear figlU of jt } the fight was fo very ftrange and affrighting, that all in the boat 
were very defirous to be'ori land, thojigh the day was fair and the fea calm a gentle- 
man declaring, fas a miniiter in company with them, and faw this fight informed me,) 
that tie never ftuv the like, though he had travelled through many /eas. 

1 hc.-vrd another remarkable flory like unto this, that about five years fince a boat at 
the fifhing drew her lines, and one of them, as the fifhers thought, having fome great 
fifh'uponit, was with greater difficulty than the geft railed from the ground, but when 
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raifcdy it came more eafily to the furfaec of the water, upon which a creature Kke a 
woman prefented itielf at the fide of the boat ; it had the face, arms, breads, {hou|ders, 
&c. of a woman, and long hair hanging down the back, but the nether part from below 
the breads was beneath the water, fo that they could not underdand the fliape thereof; 
the two fiflters who were in the boat being furprifed at this (traiige ftght, one of them 
unadvifedly drew a knife, and thrud it into her bread, whereupon (he cried, as they 
judged,. “ Alas!” and the hook giving way die fell backward and was no more feen ' 
the hook being big went in at her chin and out at the upper lip. 'J'he man who thrud 
the knife into her is now dead, and, as was obferved, never profpered after this, but 
was' dill haunted by an evil fpirit, in the appearance of an old man, who, a.'? he thought, 
ufed to fay unto him, “ Will ye do fuch a thing, who killed the woman ?” the other 
man then in the boat Is yet alive in the ifle of Bu»'ra. This a gentleman and his lady 
told me, who laid they had it from the baillic of that place to which the boat did be- 
long ; it being fo drangc I inquired at feverals thercanenf, which, though many were 
ignorant of, yet fome faid that they had heard thereof, and judged it to bo very true. 

That tliere arc fea-creatures having the likenefs of men and women feems to be ge- 
nerally acknowli'clged by all who have inquired thereunto, they having found it con- 
firmed by the tcdiinony of many in fevcral countries, as their hidorics do bear. Hence 
are accounts given of thofe fea-monders, the mermen and mermaids, which have not 
only been feen but apprehended and kept for fome time. And hence probably the 
fidion of the poets concerning the fyrens, hath had its rife ; thefe enchanting fong- 
ders, tranflated mermaids by our lexicographers, whofe fnare Ulyfi'cs fo happily elcaped. 

They tell us that fevcral fuch creatures do appear to filhers at fea, particularly fuch 
as they call fca-trowes, great rolling creatures tumbling in the waters, which, if they 
come among their nets, they break them, and fomctiines take them away with them ; 
if the fiflicrs fee thurfiil before they come near, they ondeavouf to keep them oft’ with 
their oars or long daves, and if they can get them beaten therewith, they will end(!Ut 
vour to do it : the fidiers both in Orkney and Zetland are afraid j*hen they fee thetn, 
which panic fear of theirs makes them think and fometimes fay, that it is the devil in the 
lliape of fuch creatures ; whether it be fo or not as they apprehend, 1 cannot deter- 
mine. However it feems to be more than probable, that evil fpirits frequent both lea 
and land. 

A gentleman in the parifli of Dunroffnefs told one of the miniders in this country, that 
about live years fince a plough in this parilh did cad up frelh cockles, though the place 
where the plough was going was three quarters of a mile from the fea; which cockles the 
gentleman faw made ready and catrn. How thefe Ihell’fiflics came there, and fiiould 
be fed at fucli a didance from their ordinary element 1 cannot know, if they haye not' 
been cad upon land by a violent dorm, much I'f the ground of this parifli, efpecially 
what they labour,' lying very low, and the fea hath been obferved in fuch dorms both to 
cad out dones and filhes ; or if thele cockles have been found in fome deep furrow,, 
from which to the fea there hath been a conveyance by fome fmall dream, upon which 
the fea hath flowed in dreanj tides,* efpecially when there is alfo fome dorrn blowing. 
If only (hells were found, fuch as of cyders and the like, the marvel would sot be grea -, 
feeing fuch arc found upon the tops of high niounvuns, at a greater difl^nce from the 
fea, which in aH probability have been there fince the univtjrl'al deluge ; but thit aiy 
fhell-fifh (hould be found at fome didance fro?h the fea and fit for ule, is fomewhat 
wonderful and adonilhitsg. * • 

Though no tojrtoifes ufe to be found in all thefe northern feas,.yGt in Urie firth, In 
the parlfh of Northmevan, there was onef^und alive upon the fand iifau ebb, the Ihell*' 
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of ip was given me as a prefent by a gentleman of the country, it is about a foot in length, 
and a large half foot in breadth. The inhabitants thought it fo ftrange, never any fuch 
thing having been found in thefe feas formerly, which ever they came to the knowledge 
of, that they could not imagine what to make of it, fome faying that it hath fallen out 
of fome Ead India ihip failing along by the coads, which looks not fo probable. 

There is a place in this country called the Ncip, in the parifh of Neftqn, looking to 
the eaft fea, where the parfon of Orphir in Orkney was killed ; the ftory is this : Pa- 
trick Stewart, Earl of Orkney, as hath been faiil, was a great oppreffor, enabling feveral 
fevere and cruel a£ts, whereof complaint was nude to King James VI. And as it re- 
ported fome Zctlanders went to the King with their (kin>coats, laying the opprelTed con- 
dition of their country before him, wherewith tlic King was moved, yet although not 
only the Earl’s honour and reputation withal was much ftained and under a cloud, by 
reaibn of his cruel and oppreflive ways, but his perfon was hated and abhorred by the 
people whofe fuperior he was ; the parfon of Orphir did zcaloufly Hand in the Earl’s 
defence, notw'ithftanding whereof the indignation and kindled wrath of the exafperated 
people againft the Earl increafmg, the parfon was forced to flee to Zetland for his fafety, 
upon which the people of Orkney not quieted, fome of them purfued him thither; 
they fay the purfuers were four brethren of the name of Sinclar, who coming to the 
Neip where the parfon had his ordinary refidence, they apprehended and dewitted him, 
one of the brethren taking a fop of his heart’s blood. As for the Earl, being fir ft im- 
prifoned at Dumbarton, he was thence brought to Edinburgh, where he was beheaded, 
anno 1614, for treafon and opprcllion. 

There are alfo in this country, as well as in Orkney, many eagles, which deftroy 
their lambs, fowls, &c. for the preventing of which, fome, when they fee the eagles 
catching or fleeing away with their prey, ufe a charm, by taking a firing whereon they 
call fome knots, and rcjtcat a form of words, which being done, tTi*j eagle lets her prey 
fell, though at a great diftance from the charmer; an inftance of which I had from a 
roinifler, who told me, that about a month befqre we came to Zetland, there was an 
eagle that flew up with a cock at Scalloway, which one of thefe charmers feeing, pre- 
fently took a firing, (his garter as was fuppofed,) and calling fome knots thereupon, 
with ufing the ordinary words, the eagle did let the cock fall into the fea, which was 
recovered by a boat that went out for that end. 

They tell a pleafant ftory of an eagle and a turbot : about fix years fince an eagle fell 
down on a turbot, fleeping on the furface of the water, on the call fide of Bralfa ; and 
having fallened his claws in her, he attempted to fly up, but the turbot awakening, and 
being too heavy for him to fly* up with, endeavoured to draw him down beneath the 
water ; thus they Itruggled for fome time, the eagle labouring to go up, and the turbot 
to go down, till a boat that was- near to them, and beheld the fport, took them both, 
falling the eagle to the Hollanders then in the country. For they fay wIko the eagle 
hath fallened his claw's'in any creature, he cannot loofe them at his pleafure, but 
ufeth to eat them out, fo that the prey fometimes cometh to be a fnare to this ra- 
pacious fowl. , 

On the weft fide of the Mainland, there is a holm belonging to a gentleman in the 
parilh of Northmevan, lb much frequented by foul, that when fometimes they go into 
it in the fummer feafon, fowls of feveral kinds will fly fo thick above tfeir heads, that 
thby will cloud the very air, yet therein there are few or none during the winter, but 
in February they ufe to be^n to come by pairs, and for two or three days after they firll 
comethey will fit fo clofe, that almotl they may be taken hold of, which is imputed to 
'their being wearied after a long flight from ipme far country : the proprietor of this 
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holm may almoft every day in fummer take a balket full of eggs out of it, and they fcarce* 
ly be mined, for it is fo well furnilhed, that none almoll can fet down a foot for young, 
fowls or eggs, which are very ferviceable to this gentleman’s houfe, and the country 

about. ’ 

To the eafl: of Braffa is an ifle called the Nofs of Braffa, wherein a ragged rock look- 
ing to the fouth-eall, the higheft in all this country, ferviceable to mariners for diredt- 
iiig their courfe when failing to the weft from eaftem countries, fome gentlemen told us 
that they verily think from the furface of the water to the top of the rock, it will be three 
hundred fathoms, upon which a great many fowls have their nefts, whofe eggs they 
take in the fumrner time, as alfo fome of the fowls, by letting a man down from the 
top of the rock by a rope lied about his middle : before this ifle lieth a rock ragged on 
all fides, about one hundred fitthoms high, from the furface of the water, but by rcafon 
of its raggednefs and declivity? and its being furrounded with fea on all hands, it is 
fcarce pofliblc to climb it. Yet the owners of the ifle, being defirous to be at the fowls 
and eggs numerous upon it, about one hundred years fince there was a man for the hire 
of a cow undertook to climb the lefler rock, and to faften two poles or (lakes thereupon, 
which he accordingly did, but in the coming dowm, he fell into the fea and perifhed. 

The way how they get into this lelTer rock is obfervablc, which is thusj oppofite to 
the two (lakes on the leflTer, fltere are alfo (lakes faftened on the higher rock, it being 
but fixteen fathoms over between the rocks ; to which (lakes ropes are faftened, reach- 
ing from rock to rock, the ropes they put through the holes of an engine called a cra- 
dle ; all which being fo prepared, a man getteth'into the cradle, and warpeth himfelf 
over from the Nol's, or the greater rock to the IclTer, and fo having made a good pur- 
cliafe of eggs and fowls bought at the cxpence of the danger of his life, he returns the 
fame way lie went, thefe ropes hang not on all winter, but in the fummer time ; in the 
month of June onrffiarily, when the day is calm, they caft the'ropeS from the greater to 
the lelTer rock ; which fo they do, they have firll fome (inall rope or coixiage, to which 
there is a (lone faftened, and they keeping both the ends of this fmall rope in their 
hands, an able man throweth the (tone into the lefler rock, and when call over the (lakes, 
they heave or lift up this fmall rope with a long pole, that fo the bought of the rope may 
be gotten about the (lakes; which being done they draw- to them the fmall rope till a 
greater tied to it be brought about alfo, and fo both ends of the greater rope they fecurc 
by the flakes on the top of the Nofs, on which ftrong and greater rope the cradle being 
put, it runneth from rock to rock : cafily a man in the cradle goeth from the Nofs to 
the holm or rock, by region of its defeent, but with greater ditliculty do they return, 
therefore there is a (mail rope tied to the cradle, whereby men on the Nofs help to 
draw them back. 1 do not hear that any where fuch another cradle is to be found ; 
how many are the inventions which man liath found out ! 

'I'his holm is much frequented by fowls more than any other place on the eaft fide •£ 
Zetland, as the other holm of Northmevan is on the weft fule ; the fowls have their 
Bells on* the holms in a very beautiful order, all fet in rows in the form of a dove cote, 
and each kind or fort do neftle by themfelves ; as the fcarfs by themfclvcs, fo the kitti- 
wakes, tominories, mawes, &c. There is a fowl there called the fcutiallan, of a black 
colour, andiis big as a wild duck, \thich doth live^aipon the vomit and, excrements of 
other fowls wfliom they purfue, and having apprehended tjiem, they caufe theih v^it 
up what meat they have lately taken, not yet digefted. tThe Lord’s works both of Sta- 
ture and of grace are wonderful, all fpeaking forth his glcftious goodnefs, wifdont and 

power. • * 

Remarkable are the dangers, which many in thefe ifles undergo irfclimbing the rocks 
for fowls and eccs, efpecialry in Foula, where the inhabitants in the fumratr time do inoft 
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live tins kind of provifion, and are judged to be the beft climbers o( rocks in aH this., 
.country, for feme of them will fallen a Hake or knife, as fome fay, in the ground on 
the top of the ‘rock, to which they tie a fmatt rope or cord, and fo they will come down 
the face of the rock with»this in their hand fixty, feventy,' or eighty fathoms, and do re- 
turn 'bringing up eggs and fowls with them ; but indeed very many of t^m Iqfe their 
lives this way ; yea it is obferved that few old men arc to be fecn there, they being fo 
.cut ofl’ before they anive at old age ; many of them arc weary of the dangers and ha- 
zards they daily incur, yet neither will they leave the place, nor give over thefe perilous 
attempts, all the fad inltances of their friends and neighbours perllhing, and death can- 
not have this influence to deter and affright them from undergoing the like hazards ; at 
fo fmall a rate do they value their lives, that for a few fowls and eggs they will endanger 
them, whereas they might have as good and a much fafer living elfewhero : as this fltew'- 
cth both their folly and their fin, fo what fatigue and danger men will expofc therafelves 
to, for the avoiding poverty and ilraits, for the upholding this clayey tabernacle, which 
ere long w'iil moulder into the dull, and^aften not io much for the fatisfylng the neceffary 
cravings of nature, as the fuperfluous and infatiable defires of our lulls. Sometimes one 
man will Hand on the top of the rock holding the end of the rope in his hand, and ano- 
ther w'lll go down, which neither is without danger, as they tell us of one who thus hold- 
ing’his neighbour did let the rope flip, and down fell the climber into the fca, but provi- 
dentially there being a boat near by, they got hold of him, and took him in, and fo came 
home before his neighbour, who judged him to have perilhed ; the other man at length 
came home with great forrow.and grief regretting the death of his neighbour, blithe 
hearing that he was already come home, was not a little confounded and aflonilhed at 
the report, until that at meeting, the man in danger narrated the manner of his deliver- 
ance, which afforded unto them both great matter of rcfrtflhment and joy. 

In all this country, thefe are only three towered churches, (i. c.) cTfurches with towers 
on them, to wit. Tingwall, on the Mainland, the church of Burra on the ille of Burra, 
and the church of Irejand a promontory belonging to the main, from the top of one of 
which towers you can fee another, built they fay by three fillers, who from their feve- 
ral towers could give advertifement to one another. 

The church of 'i'ingwall llandcth in a valley between two hills- lying eall and well, 

. and is about the middle of the Muiuland. It was in this pat ilh, in a fmall holm, within 
a lake nigh to thi.s church, where the principal feud or judge of the country ufed to 
fit and give judgment, hence tlie holm to this day is called the Law-'l'ing, (from which 
probably the parilli of Tingwalltiad its name ;) we go into this holm by llcpping llones, 
where three or four great Itoncs are to be feen, upon which the judge, clerk and other 
officers of the court did fit.* All the country concerned to be there Hood at fome dillance 
from the holm on the fide of the loch, and when any of their caufes was to be judged 
determined, or the judge found it neceffary that any perfon fhould compear before 
him, he was called upon by the officer, and went in by thefe llepping llones, who when 
heard, returned the fame way he came and though now this place be not the feat of 
judgment, there is yet, fomething among them to this day, which keepeth up the me- 
mory of their old pradlice for at every end of the loch there is a houfe, upon whofe grafs 
the country men' comivig'to the coi]rjt did leave their horfes, and by reafon, the ntallers 
of thef&houfts'did fuffer a lofs this way, they were declared to be fcot-fPeej hence at 
this prel'ent titpe, two places in the parilh of Sanlling do pay fcot for the one, and Con- 
ninglburg in Dunroffnefs for the other ; fcot is a kind of rent or due, which is yearly 
paid t<A the King or his taxmen, by the gendemen and ffeveral others in the country. 
XJiis court is thought to have been kept by the Danes, when they were in poffeflion of 
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, cruntry. They alfo report that when any perfon received fentence of death upon 
the holm, if afterwards he could make bis.efcape through the crowd of people landing 
on the r!de of the loch, without being a^i^hendcd, and touch the (leeple of the’ church 
of Tingwall, the fentence of death was reprieved and the condemned obtamed an indem* 
nity : for ^is ifeeple in thefc days was held as an afylum for malefadtors, debtors charged 
by their criWitors, &c. to flee into. * 

■ In the way between Tingwall and Scalloway, there is an high ftone ftanding in form 
of an obelifk as fome ancient monument, concerning which the people have various tra> 
ditions, fome faying that in the Strath of Tingwall, where this ftone is eredted, there 
was a bloody fight between the Danes and the old injbabitants or natives of this country, 
and that the Norwegian or Danifh general was killed in this place, where the ftone is 
fet up. Others report that one of the Earls of Orkney had a profligate and prodigal 
fon, who for this caufe being animadverted upon by his father, fled to Zetland, and there 
built a caftic or a ftrong houfe for himfelf within a loch at Stroma, within two miles of 
Tingwall to the weft, the ruins whereof are yet to be feen : his father not being fatisfied 
with his efcape, and the way he took for his defence, fent from Orkney four or five men 
to purfue him, to whom he gave orders that they fhould bring his fon to him either dead 
or alive : the fon thereupon not finding himfelf fafe enough in his caftle, made his ^cape 
from the caftle, where the purfuers lay in ambufh, but Was overtaken by them in the 
Straith of Tingwall and killed there, whereupon this monument was erefled. The pur- 
fuers took off his head, and carried it with them to his father, but in fo doing they were 
fo far from gratifying of him, that he caufed them all to be put to death, notwithftand- 
ing of the orders given by him.^ 

There is in the parifh of Tingwall a little off the way as we go from Lerwick to Scal- 
loway, a fountain or fpring of very pure and pleafant water, which runneth through a 
great ftone in ike rock by the paflage of a round hole, which if you flop, the water 
forceth its way through the pores of the ftone in other places, the ftone it feems being 
very porous and fpungy. • 

One of the minifters told us of a monfter bom the laft year in the parifh of Nefton, 
about nine or ten miles from Lerwick ; that one day when he was ceiping to the prelby- 
try, and ftanding at the ft- rry-fidc over which he was to pafs, two women came to him 
acquainting him w'ith fear and grief, that their neigbour near by had been travailling in 
child-birth under hard labour for three days paft, ahd had brought forth a monfter, 
which had upon its forehead like a perriwig of flefh and hair, raifed and towered up, 
and by the Tides of the head"^ there were like wires 6f flefh coming down: moreover it 
had two rows of teetti, with a month like a rabbit, deftitute of arms and legs ; after 
the birth there was fome life in it, and it moved a little, liut lived not, long ; the 
women affifting at the birth fora time were afraid to touch it, it being fuch a ftrange and 
formidable Tight. This nunifter defired to fee it, but it was buried before he came. 
The fame woman alfo formerf^ had brought forth two* monfters, the firft whereof 
was a confuTed and undigefti^ lamp of flefh; and the fecond had a mouth in its^ 
breaft. * » 

We enquired concerning the woman, and they told us that they knew nothing of fcandal 
thu^coukl lay to her charge, but that fhe had liveflfoberly alt her life ; only one of the mi- 
ni^rs in/prmed us that after (he had brought forth the fprft monfter, he heard that fora 
year’s time there^ter, Ihe ufed to go barefooted to the> church ofWifdMe every Lord’s 
Day, and pray there according to the vow fhe had made after the birth, thinking thereby, 
that this might atone far what.was paft, and prevent the like for the future. If this be 
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true, God hath judicially punilhcd her, by conceiving and bringing forth the two fol- 
lowing monllers, each more wonderful and prcternatiyral than the othei;. 

Several adulteries came before the commimoli attended with heinous and aggravating 
circuiuftances. One inltance we had very remarkable of one James Mowat in the parilh- 
oflJorthiney^, who had, been l)*mg in adultery with one Clara Tullodi, hi^ife bejng 
dead not many years fmce.‘ Between whic;h Mowat and Tulloch there had feve* children: 
^eeii' procreated, who were all idiots and fools, fo that they could not keep themfefves 
either from fire or water, or put their meat in their mpuths, though there be one of them 
of twenty years, and others of them though younger, ypt come to fome confiderable age ; 
which Iheweth the manifeft judgment of God againlf adulterers, he often ordering his 
providential difpenfations ib towards them, that they may read their fm in their punifh- 
ment, as this wretched tnan was forced by the power of his fo far convinced confcience-to 
confefs before the prefbytery, that he wasfenfible the judgments of God were piirfuing 
him, whereof he gave the faid fad inftance, as yet to be feeii from the prefbytery’s records. 
Another adulterer alfo did compear before us, who did continue in the conimillion of 
this his fin fur many years, and doth bear in his face the fliameful reproof thereof, and 
the jull marks of the Lord’s indignation againit him for the fame. It is a very fad thing 
for aiw to be pining away ooth in judgments and fins. 

A minifter here told me a piitTage, not to be palled without a remark of God’s righte- 
ous judgment and holinefs ; a certain woman in his parifli about ten years fince fell in- 
to adultery with an old married man } he to cover his villainy, advifed her to give way to 
another young nuin’s finning with her, who then was in fuit of her and frequented her 
company, that fo if there were a child, (he might father it upon this young and unmar- 
ried man j accordingly, as was advifed, it fell out, the young man finned w'iih her, and 
fhe being found with child, is fummoned to compear before the feflion, who having in- 
terrogated her concerning her uncleanncls, and who was the father of,rJic child, flic an- 
fwered that fhe never know or had carnal dealing with any, fave fuch a young man ; 
but this covering could pot ferve the turn in palliating their filthinefs, God in his wife 
providence fo ordering it, that though there was the interval of five months between the 
old and the young man’s finning with her, yet when the time of her delivery came, fhe 
firflbrQUght forth a perfed child of nine months, and the day after another imperfect of 
four months, according to the feveral tinus of the old man, and the young man’s fin- 
ning with her. She being convinced that this was of the Lord, and that fhe could not 
hide her fins from God, though fhe fought to do it from men, (he ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledged her guilt with both, and for the fcandalisnow giving fatisfadion in the parifhof 
Unit. 

We had alfo the lamentable account of the tragical end of one Mr. Gilbert Hendry 
adulterer, in repute, for his acutenefs of wit, and the many excellent poems he com- 
- poferi ■ he being a married man had carnal converfe with another woman, at which his 
friends and welUwifhers being greatly concerned, one%f them laid hold of an opportu- 
nity to accoft and fet upon him, earneflly intreating he miglit break off his unclean and 
'debauched converfe with that woman, holding out utjito him his fm and mitry, and 
ufing what arguments he thought might prevail for that end, but l\e gave a deaf car un- 
to all that was laid, and '’by* no means, yrould be difluaded from haunting her comply, 
yea, in contempt 'of the aumonitioa and reproof, made as if he were going to that wo- 
man’s' houfe thd'^ame night, ahd,fo parting from hi^' ^end, went in fhe evening to a 
water or loch fide, where he walked for fometUne alonie*<and then appeared a. man in 
company with him all in black* and thus they continued, walking together ,fill night, as 
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^lie people obfervJhg did judge, and the next morning this tniferable wretch was found 
dead* with his brains dalhed DUtj^^houffh there were no ftoncs near to thpiplacp where 
hte lay), on a hill fide at a little diftance fitom the water, his head and flioulders lying 
downward to ‘the defetnt of the hill, his brains were fcattered, and the ground about him 
^yas all tri^en, as if there had been (faith my informer), twenty men and horfes for 
tVgnty-fovir hours upon the fpot. It is not many years fmee this fell out. So bad a re- 
compence doth the devil give his vaflals and flaves for their fervice, for whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge, which judgtnents often he Ireginneth to inilift in this life, 
for the pumflimeht 6f the guilty, and the terror of all, and to fliew that he is of purer 
eyes than that he Ckti behold fuch horrid iniquity ; though the pouring out of the full 
vials of his wrath.hc refen’eth for the future, where their worm (hall not die, nor the 
fire for ever be quenched. 

The figiial defeat and overthrow of the Spanifh Armada, that fuppofed and commonly 
(though arrogaiftly) called Invincible Navy, anno 1588, is famous in hiftory, which was 
cfpecially caufed by (lormy winds and tempefls, fome thereby finking at fea, others fplit- 
ting upon the coalts both of England and France, and cfpecially upon the north of Scot- 
land, Orkney and Zetland ; and the Fair Ille had the honour of the Duke of Medina’s 
being driven on (horc upon it, under whofe condu^ this navy was ; who after hi| (hip. 
wreck came over to Dunroflhefs in Zetland, as an old gentlewoman informed me ; of 
whom (he heard the country people fay who faw him, frequently fpeak, when (he was a 
child ; fo the Lord difperfed and broke this huge and formidable navy, that of a bund- 
red and thirty (hips which fet out from Spain with provifion, ammunition, and other 
furniture exceeding great, fcarcb thirty returned ; the God of land and fea heard and an- 
fwered the prayers of his people in Britain, the curie of God purfuing that helliih enter- 
prife, notwithftanding of the infallible Popilh benedidion on that invincible armada j; 
for as our hillorfen Calderwood obferveth, « The rumour bt the great Spanifharroadft 
being blazed abroad, fervent were the prayers of the godly in Scotland, powerful 
and piercing were the fermons of preachers, efpecially in the rime of faft, whereupon 
the Lord uttered his voice againft his, and his church’s enemies, by terrible things in 
righteoufnefs ; our coafts upon which many of that fleet were call away, and fome of 
the people in it begged from door to door, proclaiming aloud the glory of his juflice 
and power.” 

There are no weafels in all the northern ides of Zetland, as I am informed, though 
numerous in the Mainland, which they report thus came to pals : the foiconer having a 
power given him, to get a hefl out of every houfe, once in the year ; but one year they 
refufing, or not being fo willing to give, the falconer out of revenge, brought the next- 
year two weafels with him, which did generate and fpread, fo that now they are become 
very deflruftive to feveral goods of the inhabitants, whereof a gentleman ‘our informer, 
told us he had killed feveral half an ell long. 

Chap. IX.-— Ti&r ^i/b-Tradc is mpji conftderMe, in Zetland, 

OF all the things remarkable in Zetland, their flOi-trade is die mod confiderable,- 
wh#efore>I have cnofen to fpeak 6f it by itfcif. t tWhich 1 (hall labour to do, b^ Ihaww. 
tng what fifhing they have in thefe feas, and what filhes.they. do molC abound in^ and* 
have plenty -of} and then hold out who are thefe who» trade, and whaPadvmitagte do 
accrue thM«by linto the inhabitants, with fome refleftfons upon the whole. • 
iTie filhing here iamUch decayed by what it was, for now neither is there fuch a great 
number of fiuies taken, nor fo eafily can they be had, as formerly f for not above (b»ty 
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or fifty years fincc, the filhers would have taken the great fiflie8,fuch1askillen,Ung, &c. 
In the yoes or lochs, and that in great numbers, and fo were not necelfitatcd to underly 
I'uch danger and toil in going out to the fea, but could have lien before their own doors 
and drawn the filhes, which certainly was more fafe, eafy, and convenient to them in 
many refpedis ; whereas now they are obliged to put out fomc leagues unto the fea, 
and fo far often that they almofl: fink the land, elfc they cannot have any filhing worth 
their expence and pains, which cannot but be very toilfome and dangerous, in cafe a 
ftorm ihould arife and blow off the land, and fo put them to fea with their little boats 
or yawls, not able to keep long out againft the violent andfwelling waves; and fo it 
hath fallen out to fome, who being toffed to and fro, whither tide and wind did drive 
them, have never feen land any more : and as it is dangerous, fo it is toilfome, and cods 
them much labour, feeing often they lie fomc nights and days at fea, and, not come 
ailiore. 

The filhing formerly being greater than what now it is, occafioned, they fay, fome 
hundreds of more Ihips to refort yearly'unto this country than what now ufe to do, 
when filhes cannot be had to ferve them ; and indeed neither now are the filhes fo 
fought after as fometime they have been, when they could eafily be had, many being 
willing rather tp ftay at home and catch what they can about the coafts, which ordi* 
narily are but the fmaller filhes, than to undergo fuch hazards and toil in following the 
greater, which an Hamburgh merchant waiting for a lading complained to me of. 

Although when we inftitute the comparifon between the former and the latter times, 
their prefent filhing will appear to be but fmall ; yet if we take it under view as it is in 
itfelf without fuch a refped, we will find it to be very confiderable ; for though in fome 
years it be greater than in others, yet every year many trading Ihips arc thereby laded, 
and this fame year 1700 the filhing is thought to be very good ; an inftance whereof a 
merchant gave us, that in one week in the month of June there wert- taken by fome 
boats belonging to one place, of Northtnevan, four thoufand ling, ail which were brought 
in for the loading of ^hat Ihip wherein he was. concerned : and another gentleman 
added, that fome other boats at a little diftance from thefe, drew about feven hundred 
more ; but this was fomething extraordinary, and ufeth not often to fall out that in one 
week they take fuch a number. 

• The filhes that do moll abound here are killin, ling, &c., which being falted and 
dried, foreigners export them to other countries ; of thefe, as hath been faid, there is 
great plenty, but are not ordinarily taken near the land : as for haddocks, whitings, and 
fuch leffer white filhes, they care not fo much for the feeking after, except what is for 
their own ufe, for llrangcrs ufe but feidom to buy them : and thefe greater filhes they^ 
get a greater quantity of in fomc places than in others ; as off DunroffnefsyNorthmevan, 
Unft,Yell, &c. 

C-reat Ihoals of herring do fwim alfo in thefe feas, which are taken in the fummer 
feafon, efpecially in the month of July and the beginning of Augull, for fometknes then: 
they will come within a penny'ilone call of the Ihore, and be fwimming fo thick, and 
''taken fo fall, that one boat will call upon another to come and help them, and take a 
part of their filhes. 'fhefe herrings taken here are reckoned to be very good, if not 
among the bell, ,that are* taken upon -the iiles belonging to the King of Britam’s domi- 
nions^ -atld as now faid of the white filh, fo it is of the herrings, they frequent ibme 
placed more than others ; as off'^Braffa to the eaft, and between Braffa and Whalfey,; 
or the Gkerries, where the buffes do commonly lie, within fight of the land of Zetland. 
And whatever may be faid of Grotius his mare commune or liberum^ yet it holds here, for 
any* have or take libel ty to come and filh in thefe feas, without any way acknowledging 
that ^vereignty whereunto thcic iiles do belong. 
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There are likewife here a great many grey fifhes taken, which they call filluka and 
^eihs, which are judged to be the fame kind of filh, only the feths are a greater and plder 
filluks, a thick and fat fifli ; for out of orfe liver of fome feths they will get a pint of 
our mcafure of oil, with which oil the inhabitants pay part of their rents, and fell the 
reft unto me.|r, chants. The oil they get after this manner : t^ey put the liver into a pot 
or pan half full of water, which when feething, the oil liy the force of the fire or boiling 
vater is drawn from the liver, which fo being feparated, and fwinimlng above, they tals e 
or feum it ofl', and put in velTels for their ufe. Thefe fetlis arc to be had about ail the 
coafts, but more cfpecially about Dunrofl'nefs, Delton, and feme other places. The 
lilluks, as hath been obferved, are very numerous in Orkney, but more rarely arc the 
feths to be had there, though the fame kind of filh ; but in Zetland there is no fcarcity 
of both. 

Among the matiy other excellent fillies which are here for to be had, there arc the 
tulk, a rare, wliolcfome, and delicious fifli, no lefs pleal.mt to the tafte than they are to 
the ey“ ; fome of them are as big as ling, ol a brown and yellow colour, with a broad 
tail ; when making ready for ufe they fvvell in the pan more than any other filh ; when 
made ready, their filh is very white and clear ; when new haled, they are much more 
plcafant to eat than when falted and dried, for then I think they lofe much more of 
their favour and relilh. They begin to filh lor them about the end of May or beginning 
of June, and are taken to the ealt of the ifle of BiilTa, or between BralTa and Wlialfey, 
opening to the coafts of Norway, and here only are they to be found, and more rarely 
in other places, except off Dunroffnefs, where alfo fometitnes they are got. The filhers 
often go out about the beginning of the week, and not return home till the end of it» 
and the further they go off to the fea they will get them the bigger, and in greater num- 
bers. They ufe to fell them to the Hainburghers for eight or ten pounds Scots the 
hundred, or fix l‘ci4*e ; and fome of them alfo are taken to oth(?r places, where they arc 
much defired by fuch as know them. 

Thofe who commonly frequent this country and trade with tht; inhabitants arc Ham- 
burghers, and I'omctimc’s Bremers and others, who come here ordinarily in the month 
of Alay or about the beginning of June, and in feveral places fet up booths or Ihops, 
where they fell liquors, as beer, brandy, &c., and wheJten bread, as that which they call 
cringel-bread, and the like; they alfo fell feveral forts of creme-ware, as linen, mullin, 
&c. And thefe merchants feck nothing better in exchaftge for their commodities than 
to truck with the country for their fillies, which when the filhers engage to, the mer- 
chants will give them cither money or ware, which they pleafe, and fo the fifliers going 
to fea, what they take they bring once in the week or oftener, as tiiey have occafion, and 
lay them down at thw booth door, or in any other place where the merchant appoints 
them to bo laid, and they being there numbered, the merchants account for them ac- 
cordingly ; thefe fiflier., which arc ordinarily great white fifties, as killen, Ung, and the 
like, t6e merchants or their fervants having dried, they take them aboard of their Ihips. 
Several fuch Dutch booths arc to be feen through the ifles, as fix ordinarily hi the illc 
of Unft, two in Yell, &c. , ^ ^ 

The Hollanders alfo repair to thefe illes in June, as hath been faid, for their herring 
fifliing, but they cannot be faid fo properly to tra^ with thd cduntry, as t» filh upon 
their coafts, 'and they ufe to bring all forts of provilions necellary with them, fave fo.me 
frelh victuals, as iheep, lambs, hens, &c., which they tmy on Ihore. S^tockings ^fo 
are brought by the country people from all quarters to Lerwick and fold to thefe fifliers, 
for fometimes many thoufands of them will be aihore at one rime, and ordinary it Is with 
tl\em to buy (lockings to themfelves, and fome likewife do to their wives and children; 
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xvhicfa Is very beneficial to th^ inhabitants ; for fo money is brought into the couihtry,^ 
ther^ is a vent for the wool, and the poor are employed. Stockings alfo are brought^ 
from Orkney and fold there, whereby fom<?^gain accrues to the retailers, who wait the 
coming of the Dutch fleet for markets 

But erpecially much adi^tage dotbredound to them from their trade wth the Ham- 
burghers } for befides that they are furnilhed by them with provifions, \wat neceflai'y 
what convenient,- thefe merchants bring a confider^le fum of money with them, fo that7 
as one of their ininifters told me, feven fliips arc ordinarily reckoned to have three thou- 
fand fix hundred dollars aboard, which they leave bchWi them not only for fiflies, but 
alfo for feveral other things which are the produft of the country, as butter, oil, &c. ; 
and if .any pleafc not to take their commodities, they prefently give them money upon 
receipt of their goods. The proprietors alfo, or mafters of the ground upon wipch 
thefe booths are built, reap a confiderable gain, for fome of them will get twenty dollars 
per annum for the ufc of a houfe in the fummer feafon to be a booth ; and f think twice 
or thrice the fum will build them. 

Upon the whole of this chapter we may entertain thefe following refleftions : firft, 
hence -we may obferve the power, wifdom, and goodnefs of God ; his power in that 
his hands hive made tliis great and wide fea, wherein are things creeping innumerable ; 
how many millions of great and fmaU fifhes are every year taken, yet the next we ex- 
peft to be ferved with as great a nuinber ; God giving thefe creatures the fea for their 
proper habitation, and '^providing fuitable provifion for them in that clement, where 
neither feed-time nor harveft, yet all thefe wait upon him, and he giveth their meat in 
due feafon. His wifebm, in that wife and beautiful order to be obferved among thele 
brutal creatures, the feVeral kinds knowing their coming and their going time, and their 
loving to frequent one place of the water more than another, though both under foe 
feme climate: their going forth all of them by bands, though they have no king,over- 
feer, or ruler, thefe fquamtnoja cohgrles^ though not governed by principles of reafon, 
yet by their natural inllind: being feafonably a61;ed, each to their proper ends, for the 
maintenance and prefervation of their feveral kinds, give occafion to rcafonable man to 
acknowledge, admire, and adore the infinite wifdom of his and their maker. Here alfo 
the goodnefs God is to be obferved in this, that all thefe are given for the fervice of 
laafi, that not only our tables (hould be furnilhed with the creatures that breathe in the 
fame element with us, but alfo with thefe that live in another *, and feeing all thefe are, 
as it were, facrificed for our ufe, fliould we not “ prefent ourfelves fouls and bodies 
living facrifices holy and acceptable unto God, which is our reafonable fervice.** Seeing 
that God hath made man to have dominion over foe beads of foe field, foe fowls of foe 
air, and the filhes of foe fea, Ihould we not gratefully Ihew forth his praife, and fay with 
all the wife ohfervers of Providence, ** O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy nafiie la 
iiv-all the earth ^’* • 

e. It is thefilhin^ onlyVhich makes this country any way defirable, elfe it would lie 
very unpleafant living there, as Boethius of old did obferve : Quorum opes mherfa in 
pifcibtu Jhle arefadh^ quas qmtanms ad cos accedentesxHoHandiy Zelandi-ac Germani alia» 
rtanque rerum vidgariumpermutatione mercantur* Yea, if we abftra£i from iheirfilhing- 
’trade, in many places theire could not be any living- at all, they net havrng^fields either 
for ^orn land or grazing ; but they trading in filhes with foreign merchants, who import 
. many goods ftr the more comfortable living of the country^ theircoming in the fummer 
is very refreihfal to all the inhabitants, the thouebts and expe£latk>n of which ia 
wiater* doth not a little revive them, when' they ^11 enjoy fome better .fere foatv what 
abeirjcouiitry doth oSbrd, when Hamburgh liquors -and commodities ihail be brought 
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ft> tfceir doorS) which bein^ expeflcd and defired, may occafion fometimcs their taking 
of a larger cup, they knowing that^lhe booths will not always (land open. , 

3. It is to be obferved, that (lill the fufther north we go the hflies arc to be Had in 
greater abundance i in Zetland more than in Orkney ; and in Iceland, to the north of. 
Zetland, than in either, the inhabitants there mollify l^g upon hdies ; and ^gain 
we maj notice, as there is not fuch a plenty of hihes in OrfRey as in Zetland, yet there 
~ js a greater of corn ; and fo in Zetland there is more corn than in Iceland, for in Iceland 
they have little, if any, com as the produ^ of their country, as fome in Zetland did in< 
form me, who have converfed vnth thefe who have been there ; therefore the common- 
alty generally make ufe of dried Blltcs beaten fmall inllead of bread, as Boethius liinteth' 
at : Ultra Scbetlandicas alia quadam infula, qua pifees arefados ac foie induratos pijlilla 
mitundunti viox admifta aqua bipajtillos componunt^ atque ad fccum torraitt qui iLh panis cjl : 
which Iheweih us the great wildoni of God in his great works of providence, who be- 
0oweth not all blellings upon every nation ; but when he denieth or giveth Icfs of ona 
bleffing to one nation or country, he alloweth jhem more of another; which is alfo 
often obferved with rel'pedk to particular perfons. This variety likewile diewcth the 
ncccility and advantage of one nation or kingdom’s trading with anther. 

4. The filhing-trado is very lucrative and enriching to ihofe who clofely follow it 
it is commonly laid that it is the fifliing which firll railed the Netherlands to that pitch 
of grandeur and wealth which now they have arrived at : hcncc fome hiftorians call the 
ftlhery the Gold.minc of Holland, and that by their filhing efpecially in thcBritiih feas; 
and if it were not fo very gainful, what w’ould make them every year equip fuch a nu- 
merous fleet of feveral hundreds of bufles, under the guard and proteftion of their con- 
voys, but that they know the Zetland feas makes their mills to go, therefore they do fo 
warmly purfue this trade, and encourage the undertakers thereof : and fo it is with the 
Hamburghers and,other merchants, elpecially in the Hans Ttfwns, who trading hero 
during the I'umnier feafon, return home in Augull or September, they not only with- 
filhes ferving their refpedivc cities, but by fending them alfo up ^he country do make 
a good market, which engageth and cncourageth them to return every year anu follow 
the fame trade. 

5. The confideration of this great gain that doth rcjbund. to the trading merchants, 

hath of late animated fome gentlemen and otlicrs in Zetland to enter into a I'ociety or 
company for trading in fillies ; that whereas Itrangers make fuch a good hand with their 
filhes, they may as well confult their own profit and gain, by promoting of that trade, 
which tendeth fo much to the enriching of others, elpecially leeing they can do it with 
far lei’s trouble and expcnce when here at home, where the fillies arc to be had, which- 
when taken, and prepared may be fent abroad for fale to foreign markets ; w'liereas the 
Hamburghers and others which come here are obliged to tarry from home through the 
fumraer waiting for their lading. , 

.6. It hath been thought very’ llrange by many that our own filhing, for wlych we 
have fo great and fo inviting advantages beyond othere, Ihould yet be fo much neglected 
by ourfelyes, and left to .the improvement of llrangers, who reap vail gain from it.. 
And as this dei’evves the Confideration of the government, fo it might be expected that 
the late difap^ointment, in the holy and wife providence, of this nation’s noble and ge- 
nerous attempt* to have fettled a foreign plantation, *lor raifing us from tile dunghill of 
..contempt and poverty, .and advancing pur wealth and trade^will excite both^thefe worthy 
undertakers, and others to employ their (locks and endeavours in fearching after ;ind 
digging thefe nynes of the ocean nearer home, and profiting by thefe bicffings i^bich 
Providence has brought, to. our very doors,. efpecially fiucc therchjF 9ot only would, a.* 
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number of able be yearly trained for the ufc and fcrvice of the nation,.aiid the 

nado|i thereby put lit a better capacity for undertaking and fupporting greater projects 
of trade in the more remote parts of the world, but likewife many poor prople would 
be employed w’ho are ready to,flarve. And it is more rcafonable we (hould filh in our 
own Teas, than for (Irang^n; fo to do ; and I do greatly queftion if tlie Hollanders, 
Ifamburghers or others, t^uld fo permit us to hfl) in any feasfo nigh to their laind^ de> 
pending on their fovereignty, as we do them. 

And for this end fliipping would be encouraged by the government, and trading mer- 
chants, as the Hollanders, do, an inllancc whereof we md when in Zetland : a Holland 
Ihip came into Braffa Sound from cruizing about the Fair Ifle, waiting for the Eaft India 
fleet, having in her wine, brandy, victuals, &c. for their ufe, that they might be re- 
frelhed before they arrived at their port, and this the trading company negleCt not ordi- 
narily to do. which (heweth they are greaf encouragers of trade ; and for the encou- 
raging of trade, taxations impofed upon fliipping fhould be cafy, efpccially now when 
the trade is fo low, that many merchants and fhip>maflcrs, after they have hazarded 
their lives and their all, do return lofeiB home ; for if otherwife, no wonder that all con- 
cerned in trade difpirited and difeouraged in. attempting any thing that is noble, 
which might tend to the nation’s public good. 

Chap. X. — Concerning Pigbtland-Firtbt tbe feveral Tides lubicb meet tbere^ tbe Danger 

of Pajfaget ^c. 

THE noife that Pightland-Firth makes among many who only have heard theredf, as. 
being noted and famous for its danger to paflengers, and the caufes which concur to 
render it fo, awakened us more particularly to enquire concerning it, which we had 
opportunity to do in ouV return from Zetland by Orkney to Caithsefs : and therefore 
feeing wc palled it in our voyage, I (hall not altogether pafs it in this narratiD'e, but commu- 
lucate to the inquifitiye whatT know either from my own or others* obfervation anentit. 

This firth is commonly called Pi£lland,Pightland, or Penthland-Firth, doubtlefs from 
the PiCls whofe kingdom of old Orkney was, divided by this firth from the continent 
of Scotland. Blaw, in his Atlas or Geography, tells us of a certiain tradition, (hewing 
how it came firft to be fo denominated ; that the Pifts on a time being defeated by the 
Scots, who purfued the viftory unto Caithnefs and Dungifby-hcad, where the vanquifhed 
remnant, lb hotly purfued, not judging themfelves fafe, were forced to take boats and 
go over the firth to Orkney j but the Orkney-men convening upon the alarm of their 
landing, did fo warmly receive them with a fharp cunfiifl:, «iat the Pi^ls were obliged 
to retire and take themfelves to their boats again, with which they going off, and not 
acquainted with the running of the tides, they all perilhed ; upon which fad cataflirophe, 
fo fatal to the Pidilh nation, this firth ever fince was called Pidland, orl’ightlaTid*Firth. 
Buchanan calls it PentlUand-Firth, as it is commonly pronounced, from one Penthus ; 
but who this Penthhs was,’ our hillorian hath not been pleafed to impart unto vis : Nam 
Penthlandki monies ct /return Penthlandicum a Pentbo non a Piffo campojita videri pojfunt. 
Some Aiftorians relate that the Pids coming firft out of Germany into Orkney, which 
they inhabited for a feaibn, thenc^^they palled over to Caithnefs and othfr parts of the 
north *of Scotland ; fo that, hence this firth is called Pid;land-Firth. ' ' 

‘ The firtKrfs faid to be twelve miles broad, and 1 think they are but (hort; but this 
may be abundantly compebfed by the danger of the paflage : it is bounded on the north 
by the ides ot t)rkney, and on the fouth by Dongilby-head in Caithnefs ; to the weft 
*ns the Deucaledoni^ Ocean, whence the flqpd comes } and to the eaft is the Gerirnan 
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Ocean* whence the ebb runneth. The landing-places arc Burwlck* the foutht*rnmoft 
point oi South Ronaldfha in Orkney, and Dungi(by>head the northcmtn'od iniCaith-* 
nels*. called alfo John Grott's Houfe, theliorthernmoft houfe in Scotland ; the man who 
now Kveth in it and keepeth an inn there is called John Grot, who faith this houfe hath 
been in thejjoiTeflion of his predecciTors that name for fi|pie hundreds of years \ which 
name of Grot is frequent in Caithnefs. Upon the fand by John Grot*s houfe are found 
many fmall pleafant buckies and Ihelts, beautified with diverfe colours, which fome ufe 
to put upon a firing as beads, wd account much of for their rarity. It is alfo obferved 
of thefe fbells, that not one dk be found altogether like another ; and upon the review 
of the parcel 1 had, I difeemed fome difference among them, which variety renders 
them the more beautiful. 

In the firth are the ifles of Swinna, Stroma, and Pightland-Skerries. From Burwick 
td the weft>north>wefl lies Swinna, one. of the iffes of Orkney ; a little ifle wherein are 
fome inhabitants, who have a good fiihing about the ifle, but often with great danger* 
not only becaufe it is in Pightiand-fiith, where many tides do go, but becaufe of fome 
dangerous wells or whirlpools which are nigh unto it. From Burvnek about five or 
fix miles to the fouth-eaft lies I^ghtland-Skerries, dangerous to feamen ; thefe Skerries 
being in the mouth of the firth to the ealt* upon which both in ebb and flood there 
goes a great fea ; therein is fome good pafture, but not inhabited, fave fometimesin the 
iummer feafon. In the firth alfo is the ifle of Stroma, a little pleafant ifle, abounding 
with corns, about a mile and an half long, and half a mile broad, and though it be in 
the firth, yet it is not reckoned as one of the ifles of Orkney, becaufe of its vicinity to 
Caithnefs, from which it is but about two miles dillanr, and this is the only ifle which 
belongs unto Caithnefs, and is ftfll under the jurifdiflion of the lords of that country. 

Befides the ifles there are fome ikerries, as before Burwick ; not half a mile front 
land, there is onc«fecn at an ebb, upon which three years ago was call away a (hip be* 
longing to Aberdeen, and all the men in her, as they fay, were loft. 

Although the fea in this firth floweth and ebbeth twice in the*twenty-four hours, as 
it doth in other places, yet there is a meeting of many tides here, which running con* 
trary one to another, caufe that great rage, and as it were a confliA of waters, which is 
terrible to behold, and dangerous to engage with : what is the number of thefe tides 
cannot well be condefeended upon, fome fay thirteen, others eighteen, and others 
twenty>four. Blaw, in his Geography, liintetn at this, and the reafon thereof, (hewing 
that the fea running among the Orkney iflcs, is thereby reftrained, and made to go 
through the ifles as fo many water-fpouts, which meeting in this firth render it fo formi- 
dable apd dangerous, ‘^fiut becaufe of the pertinency and elegancy of the hiftorian 
upon this head, 1 ihall give his own words : Fretum hoc navigantibus formidabile^ neque 
ijiji Jlatis iemporibusy quarmtam pefitis ventis, traje6lm opportunum, Cauja eji 'cum cejitu 
marts quotidie a fepterstsirnmus incitetur in his locis Orebadas circumfufus itfque inierfujtss^ 
hie primum tdtjeiiu terrarum coercetuty unde vis ilia immenfa ajuarum multis canal thus in^ 
fulas Mas permcansy dein reliquo tnari in hoc freto effufay luStantibus ctiam niaris Vcrpvii et 
Orientqlis tmdis fimudabUes aquaruni vertices cumfummo navium periculo creat. Kx^ indeed 
wli^ we fee tbe many impetuous tides coming out into this firth, from among the ifles 
of Orkney, each bearing that couifoto which they^are determines, by thp land and ifles 
they walh and beat upon, we will not judge it -ftrange, .that there fliould be^fuch n 
meeting of tides iti this firth ; for, as fome exprefe it, ** (Every craig-lug«ftiakes a mw 
tide and many enugs and lugs are there here. * 

Hence it is clear that the tide will run with a greater rapidity and force in* fome 
places than in others } as when we pafs t^t part of th; -firth, w^e we meet with thrf 
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tide in the ebb running off tbe tides of Pightland Skerries from fouth-eati, down into tb« 
‘Swelcd^e of Stroma, then the men mud ply their oars and worjc hard, left they become 
down into the Swelchic, a dangerous place. When alfo we are three or four miles 
from Caithnefs, ’there is another fuch rapid current coming from the fouth of Dui^i$« 
by-bead out of Murray.fir^ running upon' Stroma, both into, the Swelchie oi^ the 
north, and into the Merry-^en of May on the fouth end of the ifle. In our paffage 
through, this current, for half an hour, we made not, as we could obferve, ‘one ..foot of. 
way, though there were four men tugging at the oars, and no wind blowing ; and in 
all probability we Iiad been carried down upon Stoma, iCian able man, a paffenger, had 
not taken an oar, fo that then there were three oars upon our ftarboard tide. Hence 
in feme places there is a fwift, and in others a foft running tide, which the boatmen 
being well acquainted with, they will fometimes reft from their hard labour and refrelh 
themfelves a little. ' 

In our pafl'age we fee the currents before we engage with them, running like the 
torrents of feme great rivers, .and in fo*nc places we will fee the waters fmooth, and 
rough round about ; the rcalon wherefore of I know not, if it be not becaufe of fome 
tides meeting there, and, as it were, for fome time quiefeent in their centre, fomething 
like unto which I have obferved in the meeting of feveral rivers in one place. 

In the firth are feveral places remarkable for their danger, as the wells of Swinna, 
whereof fome are on the eaft fide and others on the weft fide of the ifle, they are like 
unto whirlpools, turning about with fuch violence, that if any boat come nigh unto 
them, theyavill fuck or draw it in, and then turneth it about until it be fwallowed up : 
but thefe wells are only dangerous in a calm, and feamen or tiihers to prevent their 
danger thereby ufe, when they come near them to call in an oar, barrel, or fuch like 
thing, on which the wells doting, they fafdy pafs over. The miniftcr of the place told 
me, that about twenty ydhrs ago there were two fiflier-boats tliere, who coming nigh 
the wells, the men in the one boat feeing their danger, one of thele men thus afraid 
took hold of the othe^ boat by them, and both boats were fwallowed up. One of the 
minifters of Zetland told me, there were three of thefe boats, it fo falling out, that he 
pafled the firth the very day after they periftxed : yet notwithftanding of thefe dangers 
the tiihers will not detift from filhing about thefe wells ; for they obferve the nearer 
they come to them, the have the filhes both greater, better, and more numerous, lb. 
'the filhes draw the men, and die wells draw both. 

Near to thefe Skerries before Burwick formerly mentioned, are alfo two or three 
wells, called the Wells of I'iftala, only dangerous in a flood, as the wells of Swinna 
are in ain ebb ; thele wells, as fome do judge, are caufed by an hiatus or gap in the earth 
below : further I would offer this contidcration, that whereas all thefe wdls arc nigh, 
unto ragged rocks, conftantly beat upon by the tides, there niay be fome fccrct con- 
v»yances of the water into caverns at the bottom of the rock, ^om which they may, 
pafs into fome other places, where they rife again, and tliat even ip the fame firth, 
though fuch places b6 unknown, as it is ftoried of many rivers, which ,f^l into, and run 
many miles below the earth, and come out again in other places.- ^at which 1 
judge to* be more fimple, is that feveral tides running upon the rocks, juid thence re* 
turning and meeting other ti^es, caufe fuch %-whirl as we fee behind mill-wheels, 
ibme of the water coming from, and another part as it were ^ppea^g to 'return uppn 
th4 wheel, v^bich caufe fuch % whirl, and no more .doth the whirls in the firth require a 
hiatus in the earth or a fubterraneous paffage, than the whirls in null’s water* 
courfes : as for their fwallowing up of boats which are no more fqen, ttU8.doth not prove 
tt) for thefe boats' ny^y be brt^n beneath, the water upon rocks or like, .-and the 
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broken (iiilber go to the fta,"of which there is enough found caft afliore upon thefe ifles. 
But many things of this nature are hidden to us, and we can only give our conjeaurcs* 
ihentth/m. T : 

• There is alfo in this firth the Swelchie of Stroma, a very dangerous place at the 
north end of the ifle. of Stroma, where there is a meeting of feveral tides which caufeth 
the water to rage and make a dreadful noife, heard at fome diftance ; as likewife the 
Tea-billows are raifed high, and appear white and frothy, very terrible to behold, efpcci- 
alty if any ftonn be lying on, jelling unto which all paflengers carefully labour to avoid ; 
as^ gentleman related to nie^ 'that once he was in great danger, the fcamen giving 
themfclves over for loft, though three miles from the Swelchie, and that in a dead calm, 
when within two or three pair of butts to Stroma, and though fo near land, they had 
been carried down into and periflied by this Swelchie, as they all laid their account, 
if the Lord had not fpeedily caufed a northern wind to blow, whereby they got hold 

of Stroma. . 

There is another dangerous place at the AAth end of this ifle of Stroma, where is 
alfo a great conHidl of water, called the Merry-menof May, fo called from the houfc of 
Mey, a gentleman’s dwelling in Caithnefs, oppofite to this ifle, and called Merry-men 
becaufe of the leaping and dancing, as it were, of the waters there, though mirth and 
dancing be far from the minds ot the feameii and pafll^ngers, who fliall be fo unhappy 
as to fall in among them, cfpecially when any fea is going. 

Seeing from what hath been faid this firth is fo very dangerous to pafs, no wonder 
that the mariners and others be very careful to lay hold on the fitteft occafion for a fafe 
paflage, which they find to be a little before the turning of the tide, when it is beginning 
to el^ on the fliorc, but the flood is yet running in the fea, then they ufe to go off, 
that fo when they are in or nigh unto the middle of the firth,,the tide may be .uj)on the 
turn, which caufefh for fome time a ftill and quiet fea, (as to the running of the tides,) 
and the fcamen are not fo put to it, in wreftling either againft flood or ebb. Buchanan, 
fpeaking of thefe feas and the rapid tides, elegantly expreffevh liimfelf : J)uar funt 
Umpejiates quibus ha angujlia funt fuperabilest aut cum ctjiuum relapfu cejfante undartm 
confiiCtu^ mare tranqmllatur^ aut ubi plena alveo aquof ad fummum mcrementi pervenit, 
langucfccnte utrinque vi ilia, qua .tmdas concitabat, veluti rcccptui, canente occano procellis 
ct vorticejis pelagi commoti molibus fe velut in fua cajlra recipientibus. 

Any wind, they obferve, will take: them over from Burwick to Caithnefs, if tidedi 
right, and the wind not in fouth-weft, or nigh to that point, and fo from Caithnefs to 
Burwick if not in the north-eaft, or nigh- to it. But the north-weft wind they call the 
king of the firth, not only, 1 judge, becaufe it will both take them from Caithnefs to 
Orkney, and from Orkney to Caithnefs, but alfo becaufe if it blow any thing, it keep- 
eth them up in an ebb from falling into the wells ot Swinna, the Swelchie of Stro- 
ma, and the Merry- men of Mey. By tiding right alfo they can come over by the 
help of oars, though there be no wind ; and at any time, though they obferve not the 
tid^ they can pafs from Orkney to Caithnefs if it blow a good gale from north-eaft, and 
fo from Caithnefs to Oikney if tho like blow from fouth-weft. The boatmen who ufe 
to pafs the firth, from their experience know it beft, and can avoid the fwell of a fea, 
when- perfoi)8 of greater fkill cwtnftt do it. * » » . 

At no timfi is there any anchoring in this firth, for if any through i^norince^or 
otherwife attempt it, within a little 'time they muft eithei'cut their cablesf as fome.have 
d<me, and be gone y or elfe if their anchors or cables brdak not, they will be ridden 
under : the expkiened whereof one of our (hips lately had, who cafling anchor eVen in 

the 
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jtlie mteth qf the firt&%|i^tbe’ridier' are not fo their anchor witbiii « Uttit 
tiinetA«ke, andiheyheho^ed to’go> i^^ " ^ ^ ^ , 

In a ftorm, efpedally if it blow ‘front fouth-eaft^ (which, ney fay, in the firth caiifietlt 
the gmteft fea,; and the tidelbe. ni^ng in the wind’s eye, the roaring and fweliin^ 
waves are very terrible, and>'tnbunf fohieh, that they could wafl), not only the,deck, - 
but the fsuls and topmalls of the biggeft wips. . 

The faoufe of Mey formerly meatioobd. Is' a, myth, fign, or mark, much obfeiycd by' 
failors in their palling through this firthvbctw^ Caithtwfs and Stroma'; for tbejr. carf* 
fully fix their eyes upon the I urns, or:chimn^>heads of this houfe, which if they lole 
fight of, then they are too near Caithnefs^ and fo ready to run upon fandfixihks,. but if 
they get alfo fight of the houfe, then they are too near Stroma,' and fo may fplit upon' 
the rocks, which lie off the fouth end of Stroma. 

Hence we fee, They who go down to the fea in Ihips, and dobufineis in the great 
waters, thefe fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the depths ; that he is a God 
glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, doing wonders ; he caufeth the wind to blow, and 
the fea to How at his pleafure ; bounding the impetuous tides with the rocks and fand,. 
faying. Hitherto fliail ye come, and no further, and here ihall your proud waves be 
frayed ; which though they roar yet fliall they not prevail.” -His goodnefs hnd power,, 
putting a reftraint upon them ; his wifdom wd counfel direfling their taming and 
returning for his own. glorious ends. Glory to his name I 

t 

Chap. 'S,X.—-Ceneertung Caithnefs^ and what we found to be mojl remarkable there, 

MY difcourfe upon Orkney and Zetland being extended beyond what either was 
intended or expefled, I ftall therefore ftudy to be the briefer upon Cairhnefs, as like- 
wife feeing it is fuppofable, that it may be better known than any of the former, it beine 
upon the fame continent with us. What then is to be faid thereupon, 1 (hall dtfpatcn 
and fum up in this one chapter. ' 

Caithnefs is the northcmmofr province or {hire in Scotland, having Pightland- firth,, 
whereby it is divided from Orkney on the north, the entrance to Murray>firth on the 
daft, Sutherland and Strathnaver on the fouth, and the Deucaledonian Ocean on the- 
' wefr. It is from that high hill called the Ord of Caithnefs, toward the fouth, whereby 
it is divided from Sutherland, to Dungifby-head, about thirty miles long, and from 
Tburfo on the weft fide to Wick on the eaft fide of the country twelve miles broad. 

As wc were much in the dark , about the etymology of Orkney and. Zetland^ fo no' 
lefs are we here in that of Caithnefs ; upon which Blaw, in* his Geography, givetb us 
thb notandum : ** That mahy names of places are fometbing ftrange, whofe original 
frem to be neither Scottilh, Irilh', Danifli, or Norwegian, but unknown, uncertain, and; 
mbit ancient : fuch as Oy^fter, Loyibfter, Robafter, Trumbufter, and innumerable' 
others, Caterum not.'multa locorum nominaperegrinum qmdfapere^ quorum tuque ^tiy 
etm, Hibefnieunit Danicum,aut iforoegicum mud referant^fed ignotUfincer^t etvUqfimee^ 
eriginis videntur^ qualia ftmt Qrbiftery Lojib^f^ Robqfler^ Trumbt^^t et mnumttr/t aliif,** 
And feeing fuch example^ Of names which are of an unknown ori^nal, as are given by: 
the hiftorianj do all end in fter, I would add that’moft of tbe.,j^un 4 M of pjaces in thm 
cou*ttry do epd in fter or ftar, and go, «s between ttyenty and t^my. infreV or.frar, an 
about twenty fn go, as my infbrmer, who had been for fome time ii^ljp-cij^ntqf,. 
reckm^them. Of old, Suthvland, faith the fiune geographer, w^fii(|pLCa^» ahA 
tphabitants Cattrigh, and fo like wife was Cahhoeu axld.Strathnav^k«>lh4(^hk Ir 
‘ a 



ZETLAND^ PlOHTZAKOtriaT^ A|lt> CAITHNESS. fo^ 

Sutherhni}, to this day krcaltbd (ntey, and its inhabitants Cadgh't fo that Gatteakefs 
no othei^than the promonto^or <^pe of the Cattes or Sutherbncb which prambmory is * 
ftittbhed but from thb ea1r, ' (or rather the fide»^ filjith the geographer of the 

mountaiti'of the Oh), Jidco vt Cattey-ne/s nihil afiudjh fromnltmum CattM fea 5 «>> 

therldndm'^ quad q>romont 9 rhtm a later* Orientali m^is ertii prattmhtur. Thefe Catttei 
are thought to be a people who arrived thither frofn Germany. . Who would have more 
of this thay cdnfult the above-mentioned authcsv Buchanan will, have it to be called 
CaithneVs becaufe of it being jnountainous, but I know not if this reafon will hold> 
for the'countries adjacent to Sutherland and'Straaaver are more mountainous, and there 
are few high ^lls or mountains in it, except at the fotithend thereof, where it borders 
with Sutherland, but if it fhould be fo called becaufe it is the nefs or promontory of 
the mountains, the land by north thefe mountains falling lower and running out in a 
promontory into the fea, 1 judge it wouhl hold better, and be faid with greater reafon* 
Boethius alfo faith that this country of old was- called Cornana, but the reafon thereof he- 
giveth not. * 

The Earls of Caithnefs were among the ancienteft in Scotland, and' in former time» 
have been very potent in this corner, as appears by the fevcral old caftles and places of 
flrength, which then they were in polTeffion of, but now their memory is almoft extinfl:^ 
The Tate Earl George dying without iflue, the Laird of Gknorehy, now Earl of Bread* 
albane married the dowager, who having purchafed the Earl’s e{late,the apparent heir 
judging himfelf thereby injured, did gather together foine of the country people to re* 
cover his right, but was defeated by Glenorchy ; from the held'-they went to thebar^. 
and debated the matter there, whereupon the Lords gave forth this fentence, that Glen* 
orchy (hould enjoy the eftate, but the heir Ihould have the honours, and an aliment nl* 
lowed him by Glenorchy during his life. I'he heir having died about a year ago, the 
heirefs his Mer ffleceeds to the honours, and is in a very mean condition ; living in m 
place where the former Earls ufed to keep their hawks. So to this ancient and bo*> 
nourable fomily of the Earls of Caithnefs, there is almoft put in holy providence a period 
and clofer: they who had four great houfes inthis countiy like palaces- for pleafureand 
convenience, and caftles for ftrength, now in their heirs enjoy, none of them, tinree are 
ruinous, and one is poiefted by a ftranger- : as likewife there are feveral other ruinouA 
houfes to be feeh here, who mve fpuw- out their poftc;^ors, fo confirming that com- 
mon obfervation, ** That fin committed by the inhabitants, is as gun-powder laid to the 
foundations of t^r houfes, which quickly overtunieth them, when it pleafeth a<righte» 
OU8 God to fire the train.i’*’ 

The late Earls of Csuthnefs were of the name of Sinclair j of which name alfo aro' 
many gentlemen of the countty, who have bought confiderable parts of the Earl’s eftate^ 
fh>tn>tne Eavl Breadalbane before the Sinclairs, the Earls were of the name of 
Shipe, and before them were the Haralds, and before the Haralds were the Olas as tll» 
tradition goeth i ctmeerning which, and the manner of their fuccelfion and -the interrup- 
tion made therein, the country talk feven^.^hiags^<which I (hall not trouble my reader 
with : only I obferire what isvelated^ Camden a judicious antiquary, ** That of 
old the Earls of CaitlMiels were the lame whLthc Earls of Orkn^, but at length wero 
divided, the «ldeft daughter of ohe Mulaftus being given in maidage to William deSv- 
Ghn^k vdigo Sipclair, the King’spantler, his polfority had. this honour, conferred dh-thqp^ 
fl|hei>%1^hf$^^|^thnefs.’^ • 4 ^ •* 

‘'"TliL Iri^ and very fertile, abounding with ^rafwand com, benor^^ly 

tiiilire is of vifhial export^, as awis 1695, there were 16,000 bolls em« 

tlw^en oot^ for which end it> is nuch frequ^ed by baftky from the firtfti 

Clyd^ 
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Ciydfe* aai other there^Jsjrtfcdcarcity or dearth, the mtel is 

ibid Here at thr?e fli: i^^ine racrks perisibll'r. The cattle and filh alfo are to 

be had very che3p.,jt8 g|^d«kiHi^bf^h in the {hanib£K,'fuch as the country duth.affovd, 
for three or four fometimes they, fay for two ; fo that as I have 

heard, fome of the more intettigent iph^itants obferve that here is the cheapert market 
in the world : and thQ.gentlemen.can.lwe better upon looo merles, than ihfey can do 
the fouth upon 4 ooo/^r<x««»;«, w.bp..)^^a^rove their flocks to as great if not 4 greater 
advantage, ilian in any other p]ace |h!^cotl^d, -for they may lave their rents, having 
within thcmfelves what proyifipn hi tieceSaVv for their table, and may fell out much 
ilore every year, what to the inhabitants Jh the country for their own ufc, or for faking 
and fending abroad, and what to drovers who take them fouth ; and it is obfervablo that 
if any buy a piece of land, only what is amble is accounted for, as for what ferveth for 
pafture, they ufe not to take notice of, though upon that confidcraiion they may value 
their acres at a greater rate;. In the way between Thurfo and Dunnot, \vc faw much 
low ground overblown with fand, for tdo miles back from the fea, which formerly not 
many years fince was a pleafant meadow. 

There are ten parifhes in this country, five of which can be ferved with miniflers not 
having the Irilh language, few of the people there f'peakinj' it, but the other five cannot 
be fupplied olherwii'e than by miniflers underllanding Irifli ; in fome of thele parifhes 
there ^ing very few who have any knowledge of our language, and fomevof the mini- 
fters are obliged to preach both in Englifh and Irifli for the edification of all ; fome of 
the pai'ifhesare very wide and populous, which tends to the ihcreafe of ignorance among 
many, the miniflers not being able to overtake their work ; fome churches alfo arc ruin- 
ous, for when heritors are not friends to the work of God, or cannot agree among them- 
felves, as to the concerting of fuitable meafurcs, for putting or keeping things which 
concern the parifh, in order ; it ufeth to go ill with miniflers as to ihefr external accom- 
modation and with churches as to their repair. 

The two principal towns in the country are Wick and Thurfo. Wick is a royal burgh, 
on the eafl fide of the country wafhed by the German Ocean at the mouth of Murray 
Firth, by the fide of which runneth a fniall river, at the mouth of the river there is a 
harbour for boats or barks to lye in, which they come into at full fca, but this harbour 
•is not fo much frequented, as ,another about a mile to the north-eafl of Wick, where 
they judge the boats doliefafcr. Oppofite to Wick lies Thurfo at twelve -miles dif- 
tance, on the well fide of the country, which though it enjoy not the privilege of a 
royal burgh, yet it is more populous than Wick, and hath better buildings in it ; by the 
call fide of the town runneth a fmall river called the Watw of Thurfo : they have the 
beft, church in the country,' well fumifhed and kept in good order. 

In the water of Thurfo there is good falmon filhing, which they take- two ways, one 
is* by crues or creels with croffed or barred doors going from ihe“one fide of the water 
to the other, lo framed 'that they fuflfer the filhes to go in, but noMp go out, out of 
which fometimes they will take feveral horles: burdciis of fifb. The other way they take 
them is by a net, wherewith ^h^y fifh a pool, 'which Heth a little", below the crues, and is 
abou^ a pair of butts in length : they l^yjr^ fpread the net upon the bank, which is 
long enough ta reach the brea$kh of^h^.wafor, the^'gain witkj^t^and'pne man on eadl 
fid^ drawing it dowa the pqo1,*it is followed with e^hteen orltwenty ijien, goW 
break behind «t, with lottl; k'aves or poles in their hands } where^t^^j^ 
lo th6 ground, and loofe it ti-hoi any way entangled^ the.pooiij9tJ{^P^acq»{l^^ 
the height of the break of the waders, but there is no danger. Sb tne 

Qtt foitly and warily to the mouth of an enclofure,.which.they ^1 a Stem,-lato which 

the 
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the hihes are driven, where the hihers (landing wltlf this larger net, others take aUeiTcr 
net and going therewith into ^<^teny, catch thf hlha fo enclofiid, that fcayie orfi can , 
efcapC, fdr np the water they cainao't run, becaiifeof thd largar Det, and neither down can * 
they go, becaufe of the Stem, or (tones laid together in form of a wall. We faw as we 
could conjeflurc at one draught upwards of three hundred good falmons taken, and thefe 
who have this filhing told us that three years ago,They took five hundred at a draught, 
jnd going through the pool at the fame time with the net again, they caught other two 
hundred, which falmon for the mofi part they £ilt in barrels and fend abroad. It is alfu 
to be obferved that ihe falmon keep this water of 'fhurfo all the year over, and in the 
winter feafon in frofi; and fnow if you break the ice, they are to be had. I'he pool 
is but about half a mile up the water from Thurfo. 

There arc feveral wattrs or rivers in the counti7 as Thurfo, Wick, Dumbeth, Rice, 
Force, and Beradcl, but they are all fmall, and indeed there is no great river all the way 
from Caithnefs, till wc come to Nefs running by Invernefs in Murray, over which is a 
ftrong bridge lately built confifting of feven arches ; which river is remarkable for this 
that it never freezeth, though the frofi be moll vehement, yea if then you bring a horfe 
unto the river, the icicles vvill melt at his feet in llte fpace of time that he is drinking : 
the river conieth from a loch called Lochnefs, which alfo hath the fame property, four 
or five miles to the weft of Invcrncl's. This river I make mention of tliough not in Caith« 
nefs, it being the firfl conftderable one, having any thing of a llrong and regular bridge, 
which we pafled in our return. 

There are feme trees here, but they arc not fo big as thefe which are further fouth, 
even in Sutherland, particularly upon the water of Beradcl, there is a plcafant (Irath 
full of fmall wood. And there is a garden three or four miles to the fouth-wefl of 
Thurfo very plcafant and well furniihed with fruit trees, much commended by the in- 
habitants. » 

'ihe rocks by (tic coafls are much frequented by fowls of various kinds, as eagles, 
hawks, &c. fuch as in Orkney and Zetland, of which rock.s there are long tratls ; for 
whereas in Sutherland, kofs, and Murray, the fea for the molt pifrt is bounded with the 
fand, here it is bounded with the rocks, wliich it wafhclh and bcateth on, and that al- 
fliofl round kaithnefs from the Orel to Dungilby-head on the call, and fo by Dunnot 
Head, and Hoburn Head to Stranaver on the weft, except a few creeks or bays, feveral 
of which are very convenient for atichoring ; crpcciaily jn Scribillcr Bay, a little to the 
north-weft of Thurfo, there is a good anchoring ground, where fliips may fafely ride 
without the fear of hazard by wind or tide, the capes of land there making a flill fea, 
and defending the fliips, .which, as it were, flee into their arms from raging and. angry 
Pightland Firth : there are here alfo fome rocks lying a little oft’ the land, from which 
they are broken and disjoined, which they call Clots, the fame with the holms it> Orkney 
and Zetland ; thefe clefs are ahnofl covered with fea-fowls. One way they take thefe 
fowls is plcafant, though with great danger ; they take a line, t^pon tlie end of which thfey 
fallen fomefifli hooks, above the hooks there is alfo a pock taftened, and lb from the top 
of the rock, they let down the line' thus furpilhed with pock and hooks, fit iking the heads 
Df the young fowls in tHeir nells wsih the pock, upon which the fowls do ail gape and. 
cry } as if it were their dame coming with meat to them, anc^fo,lifting the line they let 
the hooka (all into, their mouths, i^ich taking hpfd of .the fowls, they become their 


','^here j^e lik^«^^ feveral caves going from the fea ^rithiii the rock#, in which -the 
jfi (Obife, fuch caves w/e had occafton to take notice of in dif> 

courfe uppn Orl^ey and ^tland. 
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£ff)eGiany there is 
f^rcatttminvbcrs in. 
m atfd deliciotMjl^, 

^bitants do k9r« 
come from the vtt 
as much if not more 
The induftty of the gi 
Wick to Dambeth wlnc\ 
tinned trad of ragged»,h^*i 
harbours forced there by at^ 
fteps of (lairs made from the tbjllQ 


i}lkMl/a,l|^CIlIPTlOM OP QaKN£T»; 

fed Snow{l«S|toirhich refoH^ (0 tluaoooit^ in^ 
, boyt the m ro fe of *a f&arrow, bi)C exd^iag 
tttlands of tl wBp ^ether. many of whii^i jh« 
ley ufe to go^^y in April, and are thovg^iuMlo 
iVO tdfo a groat j^enty of moorfowls, plovero* 
tllnd, ' . , , 

much commended, for although fiwtti 
therh be no harbour or bay, but a c^» 
aralhed by the fea, yet there are fevOral 
ature, and pafTages in o\any places like 
to the bottom, where their filh-boats'do lie'. 



and by paiTages do bring their il(hes up to the top of the rocks, whore they fait and dry 
them in houfes made for the purpofe, whereby great gain doth redound to the owners, 
fomc making as much by their fiihes, as they do by their land>rent. 

As in Orkney and Zetland there were feveral old chapels, which fuperfticious zealots 
did frequent, fo it is likewife in Caithnels ; the mlniders told me there is one in Dunnot 
patilh, befide which there are about (Ixty heaps of (lones, which the people coming to, 
take with them a done and throw it into the heap, bowing themfelves alfo thereunto. 
Nigh to it likewife there is a loch called St. John’s Loch, concerning which there goes a 
fabulous tradition, that on St. Stephen’s Day there was a plcafant meadow in«tbat place, 
where now the loch is, and on St. John’s Day thereafter, it was turned into this loch. 
There is alfo another in the pariih of Rhae, to which fomc take their children if they be 
in didrefs, and make two graves at the fide of one another laying the child be- 
tween them, and fo they try if the child will recover ; but the way how they know, I 
forbear to mention. But they fay there is a chapel in the parifh of Konnefbie, the north- 
ernmod parifh of all this* country, oppofite to Orkney, which is ye;t mbre frequented 
than any of the former, which fome wildly fuperditious frequent oh fome day about 
Gandlemafs, going about it on their bare knees, and thence going to a water, they cad 
fome of it in handfud over their heads, and from the water to an alehoufe, where they 
ufe to BIl themfelves drunk ; and when going to thefe, or at them, they cai\ fcarce, even 
though threatened, be prevailed with to fpeak. To which hellilh rites fome are fo ad< 
difleu that the miniders judge it next to impoiliblc, to get them weaned and brought 
therefrom : but the vigilancy and pains of miniders efpecially of late, hath through the 
blelllngof God not been altogether without fuccefs. Wj^ich old chapels both here and 
in Orkney and Zetland, I think the government fhould caufe to be rafed, which might 
prove as the talung away of the ned egg. ^ ' 

The Earls of Caithnefs, as hinted at before, had feveral dl|ong and convenient dwell* 
ings. One about a (hort Half mile from Tburfo, called Thuifo 07 Ea(l» now ruinous ; 
it bath been built in the form of a courts and the gates bfive been decorated with cut 
llbnc work, and the gardens, avenues and office Hodjis have been conform to the fplen* 
dour of the houfe. ‘An honed coU^tiry p\aqt,obferv^the many great fins that had been 
committed about that houfe, is liii^lD ‘laro predifted to one of the late Earls its ruin 
and defolation, faying, ** That die <np of.^a was filling, and this houfe wqpld Ihoitly 
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There are alfo other four caftles upon one bay, on the eaft fide of the country ni^li 
to Wick, which belonged to thefe Earle. The bay is called Rice-Bay, atid is |t\vo or 
three miles broad, the entry whereof is to the eaft, but dangerous for Ihips to come into, 
becaufc of the many blind rocks that lie therein ; upon the fouth fide of iho bay next to 
Wick have been two (Irong caftlcs, joined to one another by a draw bridge, calk'd 
Calfle Sinclair and Girnego, the former hath been the ftrongeft houfc, but the latter 
.they ordinarily had their dwelling in ; their fituation is upon a rock disjoined front the 
laud, environed for the inoft part with the fea, to which caftlcs from the land they pafl’cd 
ahb by a bridge which was drawn up every night, whence there was no accefs to thciii. 

I found the year of God upon the lintle of a window in Caftle Sinclair to be 1607 j 
witich hath been the year wherein this caftle was built, or at ieaft repaired. Some ac- 
count thefe two caltles to be but one, becaufe of th..'ir vicinity. They lay, there was 
much fin commitled here, as drunkeiincrs, uncleaniicfs, &c. For whiclt a righteous 
G'hI hath luniod them into a ruinous heap. Oppofite to Caftle Sinclair, and Girnego, 
on the other fide of the bay is Kicc another naftle, but alfo ruinous. On the weft fide 
of the bay is the caltle of Ilakcrgil, a ftrong houfc, at prefent pofTeffed by a gentleman, 
who hath a great intereft in the country, but is not defcerided of the family of Caithncls. 

'I here are alfo the ru'ns of the tdd c.iflle of Beradol to be feim, fituated on a rock near 
to the fca, at the mouth of a river of that name, to which alfo they havepall'ed from the 
land by a draw bridge: fuch naturally ftrong fituations for their houfes they fought out 
of old, that they might be the more focure, and lafefrom all violence, nature as well as 
art contributing to their fortification. 

Abtnit a Ihort half mile to the weft of Thu^'fo are the ruins of an old caftle, where th« 
hilltop in tlicfirft times of Popery isfaid to have had his refidence, particularly there was 
one Adam faid to be laft bifliop who lived in that houfe, who having greatly opprefled 
the people by li'*»i igourous t xatling of the tithes ; the peopfe complained thereof to the 
ICarl, who is faid in palliun to have anfwered^them, “ Go and feethe him, and fup him 
too if you ploafe,” whereupon they went to the bilhop’s lodging and apprehended him, 
and fetting his houfe on fire, they actually boiled him and I'uppcd olf the broth : which 
being known, enquiry was made for the barbarous adfors of this tragedy ; and being 
apprehended were put to death, fo fuffering condign’punilhment for this horrid villainy. 
And this Earl is not the only the great perfoii who hath given forth an inconfiderate 
feiuence, upon which barbarous and inhuman affions’have enfued. Buchanan writeth 
this to have been about the year 1222 in the days of Alexander II. King of Scots; and 
faith only, “ That they having killed the monk who attended him and his forvant, they 
wounded himfelf, and drawing him to the kitchen, they fet the houfe on fire about 
liim.” A little to the weft of this, is the houfe of Screbifter the rcliuenco of the late 
bilhops, where I think their lordlhip.s had but a mean accommodation ; the revenues of- 
the bifhoprick here tire among the linalleft in Scotland, which they report thuscante to 
pafs, one of the bilhops at the reformation fold the church's revenues far below their 
value, [fome fay at thirteen Ihilling Scots per boll, 3 to the Earl, knowing that but for a 
fhort time he could enjoy the famp. * 

There'Ss a hill in the parilh of Wick called Stony-Hill, the reafon of which denomi- 
nation is f^id to be this ; in the days of William l^ing of Scot^ 1 1 99, as jBuchanan hath it, 
there was one Harald Earl of Orkney and Caithnefs, whp being offended at Ae biihop, 
as having infinuated fomething to the King againft him, apprehended, fhe bilho]^, cut- 
ting out his tongue and putting out his eyes, which being reprefented to the Hi^ng, he 
fent his forces into Caithnefs, and having defeated the Earl in fcveral engagements, the 
Earl flying was purfued, and being apprehended, his eyes were firfoput out, and theii'hc 
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cularl^nc by Rembrandt, of Judas throwing the money on the floor, with a ftrong 
cxpreflun of guilt and rcmorfe $ the whole group fine. In the fame room is a portrait 
of Caefar Borgia, by Titian. The library is a moft elegant apartment of about forty by 
thirty, and of fuch a height as to form a pleating proportion, the light is well managed, 
coming in from the cove of the ceiling, and has an exceeding good effect ; at one .end is 
a pretty anti«room, with a fine copy of the Venus de Medicis, and at the other two 
finall rooms, one a cabinet of pidures and antiquities, the other medals. In the c(^ 
ledion alfo of Robert Fitzgerald, Efq., in Merion-fquare, are feveral pieces which vely 
well defcrve a traveller’s attention ; it was the bell I faw in Dublin. Before I quit that 
city I obferve, on the houfes in general, that what they call their two-roomed ones are 
good and convenient. Mr. Latouche’s, in Stephen’s Green, I was fliewn as a model 
of this fort, and 1 found it well contrived, and tinilhed elegantly. Drove to Lord 
•Charlemont’s villa at Marino, near the city, where his lordflup has formed a pleating 
lawn, margined in the higher part by a well-planted thriving fhrubbery, and on a rifing 
ground a banqueting-room, which ranks Very high among the moll beautiful edifices 1 
have any where feen ; it has much elegance, lightnefs, and eifed, and commands a tine 
profped ; the rifing ground on which it ftands Hopes off to an agreeable accompany- 
ment of wood, beyond which on one fide is Dublin harbour, which here has the appear- 
ance of a noble river crowded with fhips moving to and from the capital. On the other 
tide is a fhore fpotted with white buildings, and beyond it the hills of Wicklow, pre« 
fenting an outline extremely various. The other part of the view (it wouUl be more 
perfed if the city was planted out) is varied, in Ibme places nothing but wood, in others 
breaks of profped. The lawn, which is extenfive, is new grafs, and appears to be ex- 
cellently laid down, the herbage a line crop of white clover {IrifolUm npens^ trefoil, 
rib-grafs (plantage lanceolata), and other good plants. Returned to Dublin, and made 
inquiries into other points, the prices of provilions, &c. (for which fee the tables at the 
end of the book). The expiJnces of a family in proportion to thole of London are, as 
five to eight. 

Having the year following lived more than two months in Dublin, I am able to fpoak 
to a few points, which as a mere traveller I could not have done. The information I 
before received of the pricf s of living is corred. Fifli and poultry are plentiful and 
Very cheap. Good lodgings almqll as dear as they are in London ; though we were 
well accommodated (dirt excepteii) for two guineas and an half a week. All the lower 
ranks in this city have no idea of Lnglilh deanlincfs, either in apartments, perfons, or 
cookery. There is a very good fociety in Dublin in a parliament winter : a grt at round 
of dinners and parties ; and balls and flippers every night in the week, fome of which 
are very elegant ; but you alinofi every where meet a company much too inumerous 
for the fize of the apartments. 'I hey have iwo alfem; lies on the plan of thole of Lon- 
don, in Filliamble-llrecr, and at the Rotunda ; and two gentlemen's clubs, Anthry’s 
and Daly’s, very well' regulated : 1 heard fome anecdotes of deep play at the latter, 
though never to the c.xcefs ciHnmon at London. An ifl judged ,and unfutcefsful at- 
tempt was made to elf.^blilh the Italian opera, which ekilled but with fcarcely any life 
for this one winter j of cqurfe they could rife no higher than a comic one. Lu liuona. 
Figliuola, la Frafcatana, and il Gelofo iif (ilimento, were repeatedly performed, or rather 
murdered, except the parts of Sellint. The houfe was generally empty, and niifcrably 
cold. *So much Icr.ow ledge of th& Hate of a country is gained by hearing the debates- 
of a parl^ment, thjit I often frequented the gallery of the Houfe of Commons. Since 
Mr ^lood has been lilenced with the vice-lreafuierlhipof Ireland, Mr.Daly, Mr. Grattan, 
Sir william (Jiborn, and the prime ferjeant Burglt, 99s reckoned high among the Irilh 
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orators. I heard many very eloquent fpeeches, but I. cannot fay they ftruclc mt' like 
the exertion of the abilities of Irilhmen in the Englilh Houfe of Commons, owing per- 
haps to the reiiedion both on the fpeaker and auditor, that the attorney-general of Eng- 
land, with a daflt of his pen, can reverfc, alter, or entirely, do away the matured rcfult 
of all the eloquence, and all tite abilities of this whole a’flembly. Before 1 conclude 
with Dublin I (hall only remark, that walking in the ftreets there, from the narrownefs 
ahd^opuloufnefs of the principal thoroughfares, as well as from the dirt and wretched- 
nefs'^af the canaille, is a molt uneafy and difgulling exercife. 

June 24, left Dublin and paffed through the Phoenix-park, a very pleafing ground, 
at the bottom of which, to the left, the Liffey forms a variety of landfcapes : this is the 
molt beautiful environ of Dublin. Take the road to Luttrell’s-town through a various 
feenery on the banks of the river. That domain is a confiderable one in extent, being 
above four hundred acres within the wall, Irilli meal’ure j in the front of the houfe is a 
fine lawn bounded by rich woods, through which are many ridings, four miles in ex- 
tent. From the road towards the houfe they leSd through a very fine glen, by the fide 
of a ftream falling over a rocky bed, through the dark woods, with great variety on 
the lides of fteep Hopes, at the bottom of which the Liffey is either heard or feen in- 
dillinflly ; thel'c woods are of great extent, and fo near the capital, form a retirement 
exceedingly beautiful. Lord Irnham and Colonel Luttrel have brought in the affilt- 
ance of agriculture to add to the beauties of the place, they have kept a part of the 
lands in cultivation in order to lay them down the better to grafs f one hundred and fifty 
acres have been done, and above two hundred acres moll effedually drained in the 
covered manner filled with Hones. Thefe works are well executed. 'I'he drains are 
allb made under the roads in all wet places, with lateral Ihort ones to take off the water 
inllead of leaving it^ as is common, to foak againll the caufew.'^y, which is an excellent 
method. Great iflie has been made of lime-llone gravel in the improvements, the effc£k. 
of which is fo confiderable, that in feyeral fpots where it was laid on ten years ago, the 
fuperiority of the grafs is now fimilar to what one would expeft frftm a frelh dunging. 

Leaving Luttrel’s town 1 went to St. Wo'llan’s, which Lord Harcuuct had been fo 
obliging as to defire I would make my quarters, from, whence to view to the right or 
Icit. 

June 25, to Mr. Clement’s, at Killadoon, who has Iptely built an excellent houfe, 
and planted much about it, with the falisfadion of finding that all his trees thrive well ; 
I remarked the beech and larch feemed to got beyond the reft. He is alfo a good 
farmer. 

June 26, breakfafted with Colonel Marlay, at Cellbridge, found he had praflifed 
hulbandry with much luccel's, and given great attention to it from the peace of 1763, 
which put a period to a gallant feene of fervice in Gt rm my ; walked through his 
grounds, which I found in general very wsell cultivated; his fences excellent; his ditch^ 
live by fix, and feven by fix ; the banks well made, and planted with quicks the bor- 
ders dug away, covered with lime till perfectly flacked, then’ mixed with dung and car- 
ried into the fields ; a praibce which Mr. Marlay has found of very great benefit. 

Viewed Lucan, the feat of Agmondifham Vefey, Efq.. on the^bapks of the Liffey ; the 
houfe is rebuilding, but the wood oif the river, witj^f walks through it, is exceedingly 
beautiful. The character of the place is that of a iequeltered lhade. Diftant vii^ws arc 
every where (hut oat, and the objecls all correfpond perf^dly w'ith the iiAprelTion they 
were defigned to laife 1 it is a walk on the banks of the river, chiefly under a varied of 
fine wood, whiA rifes on varied Hopes, in feme parts gentle, in others fteep ; fpreadinjj^ 
here and there into cool meadows, on the oppofite Ihore, riqlt banks oT wood or llirubby 
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groi^d. The walk is perfe^Iy fequeftered, and has that melancholy gloom whlcli 
Ihould ever dwell in fucji a place. The river is of a charafter pei fedlly fuited to the 
re(t of the fcenery,in fome places breaking over rocks, in other filent, under the thick 
lhade of fpreading wood. Leaving Lucan, the next place is LeixHp, a fine one, on the 
river, with a fall, which in a wet feafon is coiiiiderablu. Then St. Wolftan's, belonging 
to the Dean of Derry, a beautiful villa, which is alfo on the river ; the* grounds ga^ 
and open, though nor without the advantage of much wood, difpofed with judgment. A 
winding Hinibbery quits the river, and is made to lead through fome dreiTcd ground 
that is pretty and chearful. 

Mr. Conolly’s, at Caftle-town, to which all travellers refort, is the finefl: houfc in 
Ireland, and not exceeded by many in England ; it is a large haiidfome edifice, fituated 
in the middle of an extenfive lawn, which is quite furrounded with fine plantations dif- 
pofed to the bell advantage : to the north thefe unite into very large woods, through 
which many winding walks lead, with the convenience of itveral ornamented feats, 
rooms, &c. Dn the other fide of the houfe, upon the river, is a cottage, with a (hrub- 
bery, prettily laid out ; the houfe commands an extenfive view, bounded by the Wick- 
low mountains. It confifts of feveral noble apartments. On the firft floor is a beautiful 
gallery, eighty feet long, elegantly fitted up. 

June 27, left I.ord Harcourt’s, and having received an invitation from the Duke of 
Leinfter, palled through Mr. Conolly’s grounds to his Grace’s feat at Cartown ; the 
park ranks among the finelt in Ireland. It is a vaft lawn, which waves over gentle 
hills, furrounded by plantations of great extent, and which break and divide in places 
fo as to give much variety. A large but gentle vale winds through the whole, in the 
bottom of which a fmall dream has been enlarged into a fine river, which throws a 
chearfulnefs through mqlt of the feenes : over it a handfome done-bridge. 'Fhere is a 
great variety on the banks of this vale ; part of it confills of mil^' aud gentle flopes, 
part deep banks of thick wood in another place they arc formed intt) a large flirub- 
bery, very elegantly Icid out, and dreffed in the highed order, with a cottage, the feenery 
about which is uncommonly pleafing : and farther on this vale takes a dronger cha- 
rafter, having a rocky bank op one fide, and deep flopes I'cattered irregularly, with 
wood on the other. (Jn one of the mod riling grounds in the park is a tower, from 
the top of which the whole feenery is beheld ; the park fpreads on every fide in fine 
Ihcets of lawn, kept in the highed order by eleven hundred Iheep, fcattered over with 
rich plantations, and bounded by a large margin of wood, through which is a riding. 

From hence took the road to Sumtnerhill, the feat of the Right Hon. H, L. Rowley ; 
•the country is chearful and rich j and if the Irifli cabins continue like what I have hi- 
therto feen, I Hull not hefitate to pronounce their inhabitants as well olF as mod Englilli 
cottagers. They are built of mud walls eighteen inches or two feet thick, and well 
thatched, which are far vvarm-.T than the thin clay walls in Etlgland. Here are few 
cottars without a cow, and foino of them two. A belly full invariably of potatoes, and 
generally turf for fuel from a bog. It is true they 'have not always chimneys to their 
cabins, the door ferving for that and window too t- if their eyes are not affefted with 
the fmoke, it may be an advantage in warmth. Every cottage fwanns with poultry, 
and mod of thrm have pigs. 

Went in the evening to Lord Mornington’s at Dangart, who is making many im- 
provements,* which he Ihewcdwne.: bis plantations are e.xrcnfive, and he has formed a 
larg^ water, having five or fix iflands much varied, and promontories of high land 
Ihoot fo far into it as to form almod dillant lakes ; the effeft pleafing. There are above 

hundred acres under water, and tus Lordfliip has planned a cDndderabie -addition to 
it. Returiled to Summerhill. ■ 
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June 29th, left it, taking the road to Slaine, the country very pleafant all the v.uy ; 
much of it on the banks of the Boyne, variegated with fome woods, planted hctige- • 
rows, and gentle hills ; the cabbins continue much the fame, the fame plenty of poultry, 
pigs, and cows. The cattle in the road have their fore legs all tied togthcr with lli aw 
to ke^'p them from breaking into the fields ; even llieep, and pigs, and goats are all in 
the fame bondage. 

Lord Conyngham’s feat, Slaine Callle, on the Boyne, is one of the moft beautiful 
places I have feen ; the grounds are very bold and various, rifing around the ca'lle in 
iioMc hills or beautiful inequalities of furface, with an outline of llourifliing plantations. 
ITnJer the callle flows the Boyne, in a reach broken by iflands, with a very fine fhore 
of rock oil one fide, and wood on the other. Through the lower plantations are ridings, 
which look upon feveral beautiful feenes formed by the river, and take in the dillant 
country, exhibiting the nobled views of waving Cultinald hills, with the callle finely 
fituated in the inldfl: of the planted domain, through which the Boyne winds its beauti* 
ful courfe. • 

Under Mr. Lambert’s houfe, on the fame river, is a mod romantic and beautiful fpot; 
rocks on the fide, rifing in peculiar forms very boldly ; the other deep wood, the 
river bending fliort between them like a land-locked balon. 

Lord Conyngham’s keeping up Slaine Cadle, and fpending great Aims, though he 
rarely refides there, is an inllance of magnificence not often met with ; while it is fo 
common for abfeiitees to drain the kingdom of every lliiiling they can, fo contrary a 
condu^ ought to be held in the ediination which it judly deferves. 

June 3Cth, rode out to view the country and fome improvements in the neighbour- 
hood : the principal of which are thofe of Lord Chief Baron Foder, which I faw from 
Gladon hill, in the road from Slaine to Dundalk. 

In converfation with Lord Longford I made many inquiries concerning the date of 
the lower dalles, and found that in fome refpects they were in good circumdances, in 
others indifFerent ; they have, generally fpeaking, fuch plenty of potatoes as always to ■ 
command a bellyful ; they have flax enough for ail their linen, mod of them have a- 
cow, and fome two, and fpin wool enough for their cloaths ; all a pig, and numbers 
of poultry, and in general the complete family of cows, calves, hogs, poultry, and chil- 
dren pig together in the cabin ; fuel they have in the uiinod plenty ; great numbers 
of families are alfo fupported by the ncigbouring lakes, wliich abound prodigioufly with ■ 
fifli ; a child with a packthread and a crooked pin will catch perch enough in an hour 
for the I'amily to live on tl\e whole day, and his Lordfln'p has feen five hundred children 
fifliing at the fame time, there being no tenacioufnefs in the proprietors of the lands about 
a right to the fifli ; befides perch, there is pike upwards of five feet long, bream, . 
tench, trout of ten pounds, and as red as faliuon, and fine eels ; all thefe are favour- 
able cii cumdances, and arc very confpicuous in the numerous and healthy families 
among them. * 

Reverfe the medal ; they are ill cloathed, and make a wretched appearance, and what • 
is wojfe, are much opprefled by many who make them pay too dear for keeping a cow, . 
horfe, &c. They have a praflice alfo of keeping accounts with the labourers, contriv- • 
iiigby that mgans to let the poor wretches have very little calh fbr their, year’s work. 
This is a great bppreflion, fanners and gentlemen keeping a.ccounts with the poor is^a 
cruel abufc fo-many days work for a cabin; fo many foYa potatoe gardgn^ A> many • 
for keeping a horf?,^and fo many for a cow, are clear accounts which a poor man tan 
underdand \!vcll,»but farther it ought never to go; and when he has worked out ^bat- 
he lias of this, fort, the reft of lus work ought .pundually to be paid 4 iim every Satur-< 
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dayniglit. Another ctrcutnftance mentioned was the exceilive pra£ttce they have in 
generjl of pilfering. They ileal every thing they can lay their hands on, and I ihould 
remark, that this is an account which has been very generally given me : all forts of 
iron hinges, chains, Uxfks, keys, &c. ; gates will be<.cut in pieces, and conveyed away 
in many places as fail as built ; trees as big as a man’s body, and that would require 
ten men to move, gone in a night. Lord Longford has had the new wheels of a car 
llolen as foon as made. Good flones out of a wall will be taken for a Bre>hearth, &c. 
though a breach is made to get at them. In fliort, every thing, and even fuch as are 
apparently of no ufe to them ; nor is it eafy to catch them, for they never carry their 
llolen goods home, but to feme bog-hole. Turnips are itolen by car loads, and two 
acres of wheat pluckt off in a night. In ihort, their pilfering and dealing is a perfect 
ptRfance ! How far it is owing to the oppreflmn of law's aimed folely at the religion of 
•thefe people, how far to the condu£l of the gentlemen and farmers, and how far to 
•the mifehievous difpofition of the people thcnifelves, it is iinpodible for a palling tra- 
veller to afeertain. I am apt to believe that a better fydem of law i’n.l management 
would have good effccls. 'I'hey are much worfe treated than the poor in England, are 
talked to in more opprobrious terms, and otherwife very much opprefTcd. 

Left Packenham-hall. 

Two or three miles from Lord Longford’s in the w'ay to Mullingar the road leads up 
a mounttdn, and commands an exceeding fine view of Loch Derrevaragh, a noble water 
eight miles long, and from two miles to half a mile over ; a vad reach of it, like a 
magnificent river, opens as you rife the bill. Afterwards I palfed under the principal 
mountain, which rifes abruptly from the lake into the bolded outline imaginable ; the 
water there is very beautiful, filling up the deep vale formed by this and the oppo- 
lite hills. , 

Reached Mullingar. < 

It was one of the fiiir days. I faw many cows and beads, and more horfes, with 
fome wool : the cattle were of the fame breed that I had generally feen in coming 
through the country. 

July 5, left Mullingar, which is a dirty ugly town, and taking the road to Tulla- 
more, dopped at Lord Belvidere’s, with which place I was as much (truck as with any 
I had ever leen. The houfe is perched on the crown of a very beautiful little hill, half 
furrounded with others, variegated and melting into one another. It is one of the mod 
fingular places that is any where to be feen, and fpreading to the eye a beautiful lawn 
of undulating ground margined with wood. Single trees are fcattered in fome places, 
and clumps in others ; the general efiedl fo pleating, that were there nothing further, 
the place would be beautiful, but the canvas is admirably filled. Lake Ennel, many 
miles in length, and two or three broad, flows beneath the windows. It is fpotted with 
iflets, a promontory of rock fringed with trees (hoots into it, and the whole is bounded 
by didant hills. -Greater and more magnificent feenes are often met with, but no 
where a more beau.iful or a more lingular one. - * 

From MulHng-ar to Tullefpace 1 found rents in 'general at' twenty (hillings an^jicre, 
with much relet at thirty (hillings, yet all the crops except bere were very bad, and full 
of weeds. AJbout th'c latter nam^ place the farifis are generally from one hundred to 
thjree hundred acres ; and th'rir coune, i. Fallow, a. Bere. 3. Oats. 4. ‘Oats. 5. Oats, 
Great quan’tives of potatoes all the way, crops from forty to eighty barrels. 

The road before it com6s to Tullamore leads through a part d the bog pf Allen, 
which feems here extcnfive, and would make a noble trad: of meadow, llie way the 
‘toad was made ovlbr it was fimply to cut a dnun on each fide, and then lay on the gravel, 
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which, as fad as it was laid and fpread, bore the cars : along the edges is fine* white 
clover. 1 • 

In converfation upon the fubjeft of a union with Great Britain, I was informed that 
nothing was fo unpopular in Ireland as Aich an idea ; and that the great objedlion to it 
was incrcafing the number of abfentees. When it was in agitation, twenty peers and 
fixty commoners v/cre talked of to fit in the Britifii parliament, which would be the rcfi- 
dent of eighty of the bed edates in Ireland. Going every year to England would, by 
degrees, make them refidenfs ; they would educate their children there, and in time 
become mere abfentees : becoming fo they would be unpopular, others would be elefted, 
w ho, treading in the fame deps, would yield the place dill to others ; and thus, by de> 
grees, a vad portion of the kingdom now refident would be made abfentees ; which 
would, they think, be fo great a drain to Ireland, that a free trade would not repay it. 

I think the idea is erroneous, were it only for one circumdance, the kingdom would 
lofc, according to this reafoning, an idle race jof country gentlemen, and in exchange 
their ports would fill with fhips and commerce, and all the confequences of commerce; 
an exchange that never yet tirovcd difadvantageous to any country. 

Viewed Mount Juliet, Lord Garrick’s feat, which is beautifully fituated on a fine 
declivity on the banks of the Nore, commanding fome extenfive plantations that fpread 
over the hills, which rife in a various manner on the other fide of the river : a knole 
of lawn riles among them with artificial ruins upon it, but the fituaiion is not in uni- 
fon with the idea of a ruin, very rarely placed to effeft, unlefs in retired and melan- 
choly fpfitS. 

’I’he river is a very fine one, and has a good accompaniment of well grown wood. 
From the cottage a more varied fccne is viewed, chcaring and pleafing; and from the 
tent in the farther plantation a yet gayer one, which looks down on feveral bends of 
thi river. * 

July II, left Kilfalne ; Mr. Bufhe accompanied me to Woodllock, the feat of Sir 
W. Fownes. From Thoniaftown hither is thefinefl; ride I have y?t had in Ireland. The 
road leaving Thoinaflown leads on the call fide of tlie river, through fome beautiful 
copfe woods, which before they were cut muft have had a molt noble effeft, with the 
river Nore winding at the bottom ; the country then opens fomewhat, and you pafs 
moft of the way for fix or fevon miles to Innifteaguo, on a declivity flielving down 
to the river, which takes a varied winding courfe, Ibmetimes lively, breaking over a 
rocky bottom, at others ftill and deep under the gloom of fome fine woods, which hang 
down the fides of fteep hills. Narrow flips of meadow of a beautiful verdure in fome 
places forth the fhore, and unite with cultivated fields that fpread over the adjoining 
hills, reaching almolt the mountain tops : thefe are large and bold, and give in general 
to the fcenc's features of great magnilKence. Pafled Sir John Haller’s on the oppofitc 
fide of the river, finely fituated, and Mr. Nicholfon’s farm pn this fide, who has vSry 
extenfive copfes which line the river. Coming in fight of Sir W. Fowncs’s, the feenery 
is llriking, the road mopnts the fide of the hill, and commands the river at the bottom 
of the declivity, with groups of tree's prettily fcattered about, and the little borough of' 
Innefteaguc in a moft pidurefqne Ijtuation, the whole bounded ,by mountains. Crofs 
the bridge, ^pd going through the town, take a p^th that leads to a fnlall budding in 
the woods, called Moiint Sandford ; it is at the top of a rbeky declivity ajmoft perpen- 
.dicular, but with brufh wood growing from the rocks. , At the boU?m is the^river, 
which comes flrim the right from behind a very bold hanging wood, that fuems to 
.unite w'ith the'hlll on the oppofitc Ihore : at this pafs the river ^ills the vale, but.it 
widt'ns by degrees., and j^j-efents various reaches, intermixed with little tufts of trees, 
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.the bridge we paifed over is half hid. Innideague is mixed with them, and its build* 
ings backed by a larger wood, give variety to the fccne. Oppofite to the point of view 
there are fome pretty inclofures, fringed with wood, and a line of cultivated mountain 
fides, with their bare tops limit the whole. 

Taking my leave of Mr. Bulhe, 1 followed the road to Rofs. Palfod Woodljock, of 
which there is a very fine view from the top of one of the hills, the houfe'in the centre 
of a floping wood of five hundred Englilh acres, and hanging in one noble fliade to 
the river, which flows at the bottom of a winding glen. From the fame hill in firont 
it is feen in a winding courfe for many miles through a great extent of inclofures, 
bounded by mountains. As 1 advanced the views of the river Nore were very fine, 
till I came to Rofs, where from the hill before you go down to the ferry is a noble 
feene of the Barrow', a vaft river flowing through bold» fliores, in fome places trees on 
the bank half obfeure it, in others it opens in large reaches, the effeft equally erand and 
beautiful. Ships failing up to the towq, which is built on the fide of a hill to the 
water’s edge, enliven the feene not a little. The water is very deep and the navigation 
fecure, fo that Ihips of feven hundred tons may come up to th<j town ; but thefe noble 
harbours on the coaft of Ireland are only melancholy capabilities of commerce : it is 
languid and irifliitg. There are only four or five brigs and floops that belong to 
the place. 

Having now paffed through a confidcrable extent of country, in which the white 
boys were common, and committed many outrages, I lhall here review the intelli- 
gence I received concerning them througliout the county of Kilkenny. I made 
many inquiries into the origin of thofe dillurbances, and found that no fuch thing as a 
leveller or white-boy was heard of till 1760, which was long after the landing of Thu- 
rot, or the intended expedition of M. Conflans. That no foreign coin was ever feen 
among them, though reports to the contrary were circulated ; anil in* all the evidence 
that was taken during ten or twelve years, in which time there appeared a variety of 
informers, none was over taken, whole tellimony could be relieil on, that ever proved 
any foreign interpofiiion. Thofe very few who attempted to fitvour il, were of the m<)ft 
infamous and perjured charatler.s. All the felt wliofe interell it was to make the 
difeovery, if they had known it, and who concealed nothing elfe, pretended to no fuch 
knowledge. No foreign money appeared, no arm.s of foreign conllruftion, no pre- 
fmnptive proof whatever of fuch a conneft’on. They began in Tipperary, and were 
owing to h^ne inclofures of commons, which they threw down, levelling the ditches, 
and were firit known by the name ol levellers. After that, th';y begun with the tythe- 
proftors, (who are men that hire tythes of the reftors,) ainl thefe protlors eitlicr ferewed 
the cottars up to the umioft. {hilling, or re-let the tylhes to fuch as did it. It was a 
cqmt!ion practice with them to go in parties about the country, fwearing many to be 
true to them, and forcin^i them to join by menaces, which they ^cry often carried into 
execution. At laft, tluy f t up to be general redrelfers ot grievances, punilhed all ob- 
noxious pt rfons who advanced the value of lands, 'or hired farms over their heads ; 
and, having taken the actminiftratiou of juftice into 'their hands, were not very exaft in 
the difiribution ot it. . Forced mailers to releafe their apprentices, carried off the daugh- 
ters of rich lafiners, raviflied them'ipto marnagcs,‘of which four inllanccs*h 'ppened in 
a fortnight. «'l^ey levied fuihs of money on the midtlling and lower farmers in order to 
' fuppiurt their caule, by payiqg attornies, &c. in defending profccutions againit them •, and 
many of th.-m fublilted for fome years without work, fupporied by thefe contributions. 
iSometiines they cotnmittedfeveral confiderable robberies, breaking into hdufes and taking 
the luouey, under pretence <of redreffing grievances. ‘In {he courfe of thefe outrages 
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they burnt fevcral houfes, and deftroycd the whole fubftancc of men obnoxious t(j them. 
The barbarities tliey committbd were fhocking. One of their ufual punifliments (an<t 
by no means the moil feverc) was taking people out of their beds, carrying them naked 
in winter on horfe-back for fomc dUiance, and burying them up to their chin in a 
hole filled with briars, not forgetting to cut off their ears. In this manner the evil 
exifted for eight or ten years, during which lime the gentlemen of the country took 
-fome mcafures to quell them. Many of the magiftrates were atlive in apprclu-nding 
them ; but the want of evidence prevented punilhments for many of thofe who even 
fuffered by them had no fpirii to profeciite. I'he gentlemen of the country had fre- 
quent expeditions to difeover them in arms; but t’.eir intelligence was fo uncommonly 
good by llicir infliunce over the common people, that not one party that ever went 
out in quefi of them was fucccfsful. Govermnent ollered largo rewauKs for informa- 
tions, whieli brought a few every year to the gallows, wiihnut any radical cure for the 
evil. The reafon why it was not more clfoclivc was the nccciTity of any pcrhui tliat 
gave evidence againfl tlicm quitthig their hpufes and coimtry, or remaining expofecl 
to their rcfcrttiiuiit. At laft their violence aroic to a height which brought nn tljclr 
lupprefliori. The popifli ii ! .iDiv.nts of Ballyrnggct, fix miles from Kilkenny, were the 
lirft of the lower people \ ^ dared openly to afTociate agaifift them ; they threatened 

deftrudlioii lo tiic town, gave ^mlicc that tlry would attack it, were as good as their 
word, came iw’o hundred llrong, mew !ip before a houfe in which were fifteen armed 
men, and fired in at the windows ; the filiec.n men liandled tb.eir arms fo well, tlr.n: 
in a few rounds they hilled forty or fifty. They lied imincfilately, and ever after h it 
Ballyraggct in jKacc : indeed they ha^^e never been rcfificvl at all without fhewing a 
great w'ant of both fpirit and diicipline. It fliould however be obferved, that they 
had but vei*y few arms, thofe in bad order, and no cartriilgtS. Soon after this they 
attacked the lipufi* of Mr. Power in Tipperary, the hifiofy of which is well known. 
His murder fjjirited up the gentlemen to exert thcinfelvcs in fuppreiring the evil, efpcci- 
ally in railing fubfcripiions to give private rewards to wliocv'cr^ would give evidence or 
-inlorniation concerning them. The private diflribution had* much more clfefl than 
larger funis which required a public declaration ; and government giving rewards to 
thofe who refilled them, without having prcvloufly promifed it, had likewife fome ef- 
fect. Laws were pafled for punifliing ail who anbmblcd, and (what may have a great 
efl'c^t) for rccoinpcnfing, at the expence of ihc county or barony, all perfons who 
fulfered by their outrages. In confcquence of this general exertion, above twenty wore 
capitally convifled, and niofl: of them executed ; and the goals of this and the three 
neighbouring counties, Carlow, Tipperary, anti Queenf^-coiinty, have many in them 
whofe trials are put olF till next aflizes, and againfl whom lufficicnt evidence for con- 
vidion, it is fuppofed, will appear. Since this all has been quie t, and no outrages have 
been committed : liut before I quit the fubjett, it is proper to remark that what coincided 
very much to abate the evil, was ihc fall in the price of lands, which has taken *placc 
lately. This is confiderable, a;iid has much Icflencd the evil of hiring farms over the 
heads of one another: pcrhaps^alfo the tythc-prodors have not been quite fo feverc iH 
their extortions : but tins obfervation fs by no means general ; for in many places 
tvthes vet continue to be levied, with all thofe circumftancss which originr.llv raifed 
the eviU • I ^ 

July 15th, leaving Courtown, took the Arklow road*; pafled a finely. woodcH park 
of Mr. Rams, and a various country vriih fome good .corn in it, Plat lands by the 
coaft let vojy high, and mountain at fix {hillings or fuven fliillings an acre, and fome at 
eight Ihillinfts, or ten fliillingc. PaflTed to Wicklow, prcwily Ht^iated on the fc3,.»and ' 
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from Newrybridgc walked to fee Mr. Tye’s, which is a neat farm well wooded, with a 
viver running through the fields. 

Reached in the evening Mount Kennedy, the feat of General Cunninghame, who 
fortunately proved to me an inftruftor as affiduous as he ivS able. He is in the midll of 
a country almoll; his own, for he has io,coo Irilh acres here. His domain, and the 
grounds about it, are very beautiful, not a level can be feen ; every fpot ;s toflfid about 
in a variety of hill and dale. In the middle of the lawn is one of the greateft natural 
curiofities in the kingdom ; an iminenfe arbutus tree unfortunately blown down, but 
yet vegetating, one branch, which parts from the body near the ground, and afterwards 
into many large branches, is fix feet two inches in circumference. The general buried 
part of the ftem as it Isfid, and it is from fevcral branches throwing out fine young 
fhoots : it is a moft venerable remnant. Killarney, the region of the arbutus, boalls of 
no fuch tree as this. 

July 1 6th, rode in the morning to Drum ; a large extent of mountains and wood, 
on the General’s eftate. It is a very noble feenery ; a vail rocky glen ; one fide bare 
rocks to an immenfe height, hanging in a thoufand vvhimfical, yet frightful forms, with 
vaft fragments tumbled from them, and lying in romantic confiifion ; the other a fine 
mountain fide covered with Ihrubby wood. This wild pafs leads to the bottom of an 
amphitheatre of mountain, which exhibits a very noble fccncry. To the right is an 
immenfe fweep of mountain completely wooded ; taken as a fingle objedl it is a moft 
magnificent one, but its forms are piflurcfque in the higheft degree ; great projeflions 
of hill, with glens behind all wooded, have a noble efteft. Every feature of the whole 
view is great, and unites to form a feene of natural magnificence. From hence a riding 
is cut through the hanging wood, which rifes to a central fpot, where the general has 
cleared away the rubbiih from under the wood, and made a beautiful waving lawn with 
many oaks and hollies fcattered about it j here he has built a cottage, a'pretty whimfical 
oval room, from the windows of which are three views, one of diilant rich lands open- 
ing to the fea, one upon a great mountain, and, a third upon a part of the lawn. It is 
well placed, and forms upon the whole a moft agreeable retreat. 

July 17th. Took my leave of General Cunninghame, and went through the glen of 
the downs in my way to Powerfeourt. The glen is a pal's between two vaft ridges of 
anountains covered with wood, which have a very noble efle6l, the vale is no wider than 
to admit the road, a fmall gurgling river almoft by its fide, and narrow flips of rocky 
and fhrubby ground which parts them : in the front all cfcape feems denied by* an im- 
menfe conical mountain which rifes out of the glen, and feems tafiH it up. The feenery 
is of a moft magnificent charafler. On the top of the ridge to the right Mr. La Touche 
has a banqueting room. Pafling from this fublime fcenc, the road leads through chcarful 
grounds all under corn, rifing'and falling to the eye, and then t<#a vale of charming ver- 
dure broken into inclofures, and bounded by two rocky mountains,' diftant darker moun- 
tains filling up thcTccne in' front : this whole ride is interefting, for within a mile and a 
half of Tinnyhinch, (the inn to which I was diredled,) you come to a delicious view on 
the right, a fmall vale opening to the fea, boundecU by mountains, whofe dark fliade 
forms a perfeft contrail to the extreme beauty and lively verdure of the lower feene, 
confining of gently fwe'iling lawns rifing from each ether, with groups of trees between, 
and jthe whole fo prettily fcattered wfth white farms, as to add every idca'of chcarful- 
nefsi Kept dh^towards Powerfeourt, which prefently came in view from the ed^e of a 
declivity. You look full upon the houfe, which appears to be in the moft beautiful fi- 
tuation in the w'orld, on the fide of a mountun, half way between its bane top, and an 
irHguous vale at iteYoot. In front, and fpreading amgng woods on cither fide, is a 
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lawir whofe furl'ace is beautifully varied in gentle declivities, banging to a winding 
river. ‘ 

I.owerbg the hill the fccncry is yet more agreeable, the near inclofiircs are margined 
with trees, through whofe oj)en branches are fceii whole fields nf the moll lively ver- 
dure. The trees gather into groups, and the lawn fvvells into gentle inequalities, while 
the river winding beneath renders the whole truly plealing. 

Brcakfafted at the inn at Tinnyhinch, and then drove to the park to fee the water-fall. 
The park itfelf is fine ; you enter it between two vail malfesof mountain, covered witli 
wood, forming a vale fcattcrod with trees, through which flows a river on a broken 
rocky channel : you follow this vale till it is loll in a moll uncoiuinon manner, the 
ridges of mountain clofing, form one great amphitheatre of wood, fi’oiu the top of 
which, at the height of many hundred feet, burfls the water from a rock, and tumbling 
dow'n the fide of a very large one, forms a fccne Angularly beautiful. At the bottom 
is a fpot of velvet turf, from which rifes a {lump of oaks, and through their flcms, 
branches and leaves, the falling water is feen as a back ground, with an olf tl more pic* 
turefque than can be well imagined ; thefe few trees, and this little lawn, give the finilh- 
ing to the Icene. The water falls beliind feme large Iragmeuts of rock, and turns to the 
leit, down a Itony channel, under the fliade of a wood. 

Returning to Tinnyhinch, I wont to Inniflcerry, and gained by this detour in my re- 
turn to go to the Dargle, a beautiful view which I Ihould otherwife have loft ; the road 
runs on the edge of a declivity, from whence there is a molt pleafing profpeft of the 
liver’s com fe through the vale, and the wood of I'owerfcourt, u Inch here appear in 
large mafles of dark fliadc, the whole boiuided by mountains. Turn to the left into the 
private road that leads to the Dargle, and prcfently gives a I'pecimen of what is to be 
expefted by a jomantic glen of wood, where the high landsftlmoll lock into each other, • 
and leave I'carco a pulbige for the river at botton, which rages, as it with difllcuity forc- 
ing its way. It is topped by a high mountain, and in front you catch a beautiful plat of 
inclorurcs bounded by the lea. Enter the Dargle, which is the name of a glen near a 
mile long. Come prcfently to one of the fmell ranges of wood I have any where feen : 
it is a narrow glen or vale formed by the lidos of two oppolite mountains ; the whole 
thickly fpread with oak wood, at the bottom land the dejnh is immenfc), it is narrowed 
to the mere channel of the l iver, which rather tumbles from rock to rock than runs. 
The gjetent of wood that hangs to the eye in every dire£lion is great, the depth of the 
precipice ' on which you Hand imtnenib, which with the roar of the water at bottom 
forms a fccne truly Interelling. In lei's than a quarter of a mile, the road palling , 
through the wood leads to another point of view to the right. It is the crown of a valt 
projeSing rock, from^ which you look down a precipice abfolutcly perpendicular, and 
many hundred feet deep upon the torrent at the bottom, which finds its noify way over 
large fragments of rock. The point of view is a great ppojedion of the mounttfSn on 
this fide, {anfwered by a concave of the oppofitc, lb that you command the glen both 
to the riglit and left it exhibits on both, imraenfe flieets of foreft, which have a mofl: 
magnificent appearance. Beyohd the wood, to the right, are Ibme inclofures hanging 
on the fide of a hill, crowned by a mountain. 1 know not, hqw to leave fo interclling a 
fpot, the'imprelfions raifed by it are ftrong. Tifie folcinnhy of fucli extent of wood 
unbroken by any intervening objefts, and the whole hanging over declivities iq alone 
great j but to this the addition of a conftant roar of fJlling w’ater, eitfier quite bid, or fo 
far below ns to be feen but obfcurcly united to make thofe iinprofiions Itrongcr. No 
contradi£l:ory emotions arc raifed ; no ill judged temples appear Jto enliven a fccne.that * 
is gloomy rather than flay, • Falling, br moving water is a lively objeft j but this ocing 
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ebfcure the nolfe operates differently. Following the road a little further, thece is an- 
other bold rocky proje^ion from which aifo there is a double view to the right and 
left. In front fo immenfe a fwcep of hanging wood, that a nobler feene can hardly be 
imagined ; the river as before, at the bottom of the precipice, which is fo fteop and the 
depth fo great, as to be quite fearful to look down. This horrid precipice, the pointed 
bleak jnountains.in view, with the roar of the water, all confpire to raife one great emo-, 
tion of the fublime. You advance fcarccly twenty yards before a pretty fccne opens to 
the left, a diftant landfcape of inclofures, with a river winding between the hills to the 
fea. Pafling to the right, frelh fcencs of wood appear ; half way to the bottom, one 
different from the preceding is feen ; you are almolt inclofed in wood, and look to the 
right through fome low’'oaks on the oppofite bank of wood, with an edging of trees 
through which the Iky is feen, which added to an uncommon elegance in the out-line 
of the hill, has amoft picafmg effccl:. Winding down to a thatched bench on a rocky 
point, you look upon an uncommon fccn«. Immediately beneath is a vaft chafm in the 
rock, which feems torn afundcr, to let the torrent through that comes tumbling over a 
rocky bed far funk into a channel embofomod in .wood. Above is' a range of gloomy 
obfeure woods, which half over-fliadow it, and riftng to a vaft height, exclude every ob- 
jeft. To the left the water rolls away over broken rocks : a fcenc truly romantic. 
Followed the path : it led me to the water’s edge, at the bottom of the glen, where is a 
new feene, in which not a Angle circumftance hurts the principal charaftcr. In a hol- 
low formed of rock and wood (every objeft excluded but thofe and water) the torrent 
breaks forth from fragments of rock, and tumbles through the chafm, rocks bulging 
over it, as if ready to fall into the channel, and ftop the impetuous water. The fliade 
is fo thick as to exclude the heavens, all is retired and gloomy, a brown horror breath- 
ing over the whole. It is*a fpot for melancholy to mufe in. ^ 

Return to the carriage, and quit the Darglo, which upon the whole is a very fingular 
place, different from ajl I have feen in England, and I think preferable to moft. Crofs 
a murmuring ftream clear as chryftal, and rifing a’hill, look back on a pleating landfcape 
of inclofures, which waving over hills, end in mountains of a very noble character. 
Reach Dublin. 

July 20. To Drogheda, a well built town, aftivc in trade, the Boyne bringing fliips 
to it. It was market day, and‘I found the quantity of corn, &c. and the number of 
people aflembled very great ; few country markets in England more thronge^ The 
Rev. Mr. Netbit, to whom recommended, abfent, which was a^reat lofs to me, as I had 
feveral enquiries which remained unfatisBed. 

To the field of battle on the Boyne. The view of the fccne from a rifing ground 
which looks down upon it is exceedingly beautifuk being onqipf the compleateft land- 
fcayes I have feen. It is a vale, loofing itfclf in front between ^old declivities, above 
which are fome thick woods, and diftant country. Through the vale the river winds 
and forms an ifland, the point of which is tufted with trees in the prettieft manner im- 
aginable i on the other fide a rich feenery of wood, among which is Doftor Norris’s 
houfe. To the right on a rifing ground on the banks of the river is the obcliik, backed 
by a very bold declivity ; purfued tljc road till ncar^it, quitted my chAife, and walked 
to the foot of it. It is founded on airock which riles boldly from the ri^er. It is a 
noble pillar anc^ admirably plaqed. I feated myfelf on the oppofite rock, and indulged 
the eiqotions which with q melancholy not unpleafing filled my bofom, while I refie^ed 
on the confcquences that had fprung from the vifl:ory here obtained. Liberty was then 
Uyjmphant. May ihe virtues of our pofterity fecurei*that prize which Uie bravery of 
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their aaceftora.won I Peace to the memory of the Prince to 'whom, whatever itilght be 
his hiilings we owed that day memorable in the annals^of Europe ! , • 

Returned part of the way, and took the road to Cullen, where the Lord Chief Baron 
Forfter received me in the moft obliging manner, and gave me a variety of information 
uncommonly valuable. He has made the greatelt improvements I have any where met 
with. The whole country twenty-two years ago was a wafte flieep walk, covered chiefly 
with heath, with fome dwarf furze and fern. The cabins and people as miferable as 
can be conceived ; not a proteflant in the countryj nor a road paiTabie for a carriage. 

In a word, perfeftly rdembling other mountainous trads, and the whole .yielding a rent 
of not more than from three (hillings to four fliillings an acre. Mr. Forfter could not 
bear fo barren a property, and determined to attempt the improvement of an eftate of 
five thoufand acres till then deemed irreclaimable. He encouraged the tenants by every 
fpecies of perfuafion and cxpence, but they had fo ill an opinion of the land that he was 
forced to begin with two or three thoufand acres in his own hands ; he did not, how- 
ever, turn out the people, but kept them in»to fee the effeds Of his operations. 

To Dundalk, the view down on this town alfo very beautiful, fwelling hills of a fine 
verdure, with many rich inclofures backed by a bold outline of mountain that is re- 
markable. Laid at the Clanbrallil Arms, and found it a very good inn. The place, 
like moft of the Irifh towns I have been in, full of new buildings, with every mark of in- 
creafing wealth and profperity. A cambi ick manufadurc was eftablifhed here by par- 
liament, but failed ; it was, however, the origin of that more to the north. 

July :2. Left Dundalk, took the road through Ravenfdale to Mr. Fortefeue, to 
whom I had a letter, but unfortunately he was in the South of Ireland. Here I law 
many good (lone ami (late houfes, and fome bleach greens ; and I was much pleafed to 
fee the inclolurcs creeping high up the fides of the mountayis ftoney as they are. Mr. 
Fortcl'cue's (it«ation is very romantic on the fide of a mountain, with fine wood hang- 
ing on every fide, with the lawn beautifully fcattered with trees fpreading into them, 
and a pretty river winding through the vale, beautiful in itfelf, but trebly fo on infor* 
mation, that before he fixed there, it was all a wild walte. Rents in Ravenfdale ten. 
(hillings, mountain land two (hillings and fix-pence to five fliillings. Alfo large tracts 
rented by villages, the cottars dividing it among themfelves, and making the mountain 
common for their cattle. 

Broakfafted at Newry, the globe, another good inn. This town appears exceedingly 
flouivdiing, and is very well built ; yet forty years ago, I was told thatthere were no- 
thing but mud cabins^ in it ; this great rife has been much owing to the canal to Loch- 
Neai'h. 1 crolTed it twice, it is indeed a noble work. I was amazed to fee (hips of one 
hundred and fifty tons and more lying in it, like barges in an Engiifli canal. Here is 
a confiderable trade. • 

Reached Atdnugh in the evening, and waited on the primate. • 

July 23. His Grace rode out with me to Ardmagh,*and (hewed me fome of the 
noble and fpirited works by which he has perfeftly changed the face of the neighbour- 
hood. The buildings he has ^refted in feven^, years, one would fuppofe without pi^ 
vious information, to be the work of an active life. A lift of tlfcm will juftify this ob- 
fervatioq. • • * * , 

He ha.^ crefted a very elegant palace, ninety tfoet by fixty, and forty high/ in which an 
unadorned fimplicity reigns. It is light and pleafmg, without the sj^chtion of Wings or 
IcflTer parts, which too frequently wanting a fulficient aniformity with the bo8y of the 
edifice, arw unconneAed with-it ineft'e£l;, and divide the attention. Large hnd ampin 
ofliccs are conveniently p)aced behind a plantation at a fmall diftance : aroun? the 
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palace & a large lawn, which fpreads on every fide over the hilts, and (kitted by yonng 
plantations, in one of which is a terrace, which conunands a moft beautiful view ofcuU 
tivated hill and dale, he view from the palace is much improved by the barracks, the 
A:hool, and a new church at a diftance, all which are fo placed as to be exceedingly or- 
namental to the whole country. 

The barracks were erefted under his Grace’s dIre£lions, and form a large and band- 
fome edifice. The fchool is a' building of confidcrable extent, and admirably adapted' 
for the purpofe : a more convenient or a better contrived one, is no where to be feen. 
There are apartments for a mailer, a fchool-room fifty-fix feet Ijy twenty eight, a large 
dining room, and fpacious airy dormitories, with every otiier neccflkry, and a fpacious 
play-ground walled in j the whole forming ahandfome front; and attention being paid 
to the refidence of the mailer (the falaiy is four hundred pounds a year), the fchool 
flourilhes, and mull prove one of the greateft advantages to the country of any thing 
that could have been eftablilhed. I'his edifice entirely at the primate’s expence. The 
church is eredled of white Itonc, and havifig a tall fpire makes a very agreeable oljedl, 
in a country where churches and fpires do not abound, at lead fuchas are wor^h look- 
ing at. Three other churches the primate has alfo built, and done confiderable repara- 
tions to the cathedral. 

He has been the means alfo of eroding a public infirmary, which was built by fub- 
feription, contrilmting amply to it himfelf. 

A public library ho iias eredled at his own expence, given a large colledlion of books, 
and endowed- it. 'I'he room is excellently ad-ipted, torty-five feet by twenty-five, and 
twenty high, with a gallery, and apartments for a librarian. 

He has further ornauK-uted the city with a market-houfi and fliambhs, and been the 
direct means, by giving l»^les upon that condition, of alinofl: new building the whole 
place. He found it a uell of mud cabins, and he will leave it a well built cUy of (lone 
and Hate. I heard it aiTcrted in common converfation, that his Grace, in thefe noble un- 
dertakings, had not expended lels than thirty thoufand pounds befides what he had been 
the means of doing, though not diredlly at his own expence. 

In the evening reached Mr. Brownlow’s at Lurgan, to whom I am indebted for fome 
valuable information. This gentleman has made very great improvements in his do- 
'main : he has a Lkc at the bottom of a flight vale, and around are three walks, at a 
diftance from each other ; the center one is the principal, and extends two miles. It 
is well conduced for loading t9 the mod agreeable parts of the grounds, and for com- 
manding views of Loch Neagh, and the diflant country ; there are fevenl buildings, a 
temple, green-houfe, &c. The moft beautiful feene is from a bench on a gently fwell- 
ing hill, which rifes almoft'on every fide from the water. 'I’hc wood, the water, and 
the green Hopes ; here unite to form a very plcafing landfcape. Let me obferve one 
thin^ much to his honour ; he advances his tenants money for all the lime they chufe, 
and takes paymeht in eight years with rent. 

, Updn enquiring concerning the emigrations, I found that in 1772 and »773» they 
were at the height; that fome went faom this.neighbfrurhood wfth property, but not 
many. They were in general poor and unemployed. They find here, that when pro- 
•vifions are very cheap, the poor fpend -much of theif time in whilky-houfes. . All the 
drapcif wilh that oatmeal was never un^er one penny a pound. Though farms are ex- 
ceedingly dividldf yet few of the people raife oatmeal enough to feed themfelves ; all 
go. to market for fome. ITie leavers earn by cojrfe linens one (hilling a day, by fine 
one ^(hilling and four pence, and it is the fame with the fpinners, the finer tiieyaru the. 
they earn ; but m copamon a woman earns ‘about three-pepcc. Fpr coarie:linens 
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they do nbt reckon the flax butt by (landing for feed* Their own flax is much better 
than the imported. , . • 

This country is in general beautiful, but particularly £> about the flreights that V»a d 
into Strangford Loch. . From Mr. Savage's door the view has great variety. To the 
left are trafts of hilly grounds, between ■"which the fea appears, and the vaft chain of 
mountains in the Ifle of Man dillinftty feen. In Jront the bills rife in a beautiful out* 
line, and a round hill projeds like a promontory into the ftreight, and under it the town 
hmidll groups of trees ; the fccne is cheoitful of itfelf, but rendered doubly fo by the 
(hips and herring-boats failing in and out. To the right the view Is crowned by the 
mountains of Moume, which, wherever^feen, arc of a cbarafler pecultarfy bold, and 
even terrific. The fhorcs of the loch behind Mr. Savage’s are bold ground, abounding 
with numerous pleafin^^dandfcapes ; the oppoftte coaft, confiding of :he woods and im- 
provements of Caftle-Ward, is a fine fcenery. 

Called at Lord Bangor’s at Cadle Ward, to deliver a letter of recommendation, but 
unfortunately he was on a failing party to Hngland ; walked through the woods, &c. 
The houfe was built by the prefent Lord. It is a very handfome edifice with two prin- 
cipal fronts, but not of the dune archite&tire, for the one is Gothic, and the other Gre- 
cian. From the temple is a fine wooded fccne ; you look down on a glen of wood, with 
a winding hill quite covered with it, and which breaks the view of a large bay: over it 
appears the peninfula of Strangford, which confids of inclofurcs and wood. To the 
right, the bay is bounded by a fine grove, which projedls into it. A fhip at anchor ad* 
ded much. 1 he houfe well fituated above feveral riling woods, the whole feene a fine 
one. I remarked in Lord Bangor’s domtuns, a fine field of turnips, but unhoed. 
There were fotne cabbages alfo. 

Belfad is a very well built town of brick, they having nq ftone quarry In the neigh- 
bourhood. 'Phe flroets are broad and flrait, and the inhabitants, amounting to about 
fifteen thoufand, make it appear lively and bufy. The public buildings are not nu- 
merous or very ftriking, but over the exchange Lord Donnegal is building an aflembly 
room,*fixty feet long, by thirty broad, and twenty-four high ) a very elegant room. A 
card room adjoining, thirty by twenty-two, and twenty-two high ; a tea room of the 
fame fize. His lordihip is allb building a new church, which is one of the lightefl; and 
moft pleafing I have any where fecn ; it is feventy-four by fifty-four, and thirty high to 
the cornice ; the ifles feparated by a double row of columns ; nothing can be lighter 
or more pleafing. The town belongs entirely to his lordfiiip. Rent of it 2000I. a 
year. His ettate extends from Drumbridge, near Lifburnc to Lame, twenty miles in 
a right line, and is ten broad. His royalties are great, containing the whole of Loch 
Neagh, which is I fuppofe the greatefl of any fubjeft in Europe. His eel fifhery at Tome, 
and Port-New, on the river Ban, lets for 500I. a year ; and all the filheries are his to 
the leap at Colraine. The eftate is fuppofed to be 31,000!. a year, the greatefl a> pre- 
fent in Ireland. Innifhoenin Donncgal is his, and is 1 i,oooI. of it. In Antrim, I.ord 
Antrim’s is the moft extenfive property, being four baronies, and one hundred and feventy; 
three thoufand acres. ’ The rant 8000I. a year, but re-let for 64,000!. a year, by te- 
nants that have perpetuities, perhaps the crueleft inftance in the world of rarelelmefs 
for the interefts of pofterity. Thte prefent Lord’s father grants thofe leafcs. 

I was informed that Mr. Ifaac, near Bel&ft, fiad four Acres, Irifli meafure^ of ftrong 
clay land not broken up for many years, which being amply manuned*with lime ri^b* 
bifh and fea (hells, and fallowed, ♦was fown with whe?t, ind yield 87I. 9s. at 98/ to 1 zf. 
per cwt. Allb that Mr. Whitley, of Ballinderry, near LKbume, a tenant of Lord Hert- 
ford's has rarely any wheat that does not yield him eight^n poutids an acre. ThA til- 
lage of the neignbourhood for ten miles round is douJjTcd in a few years. Shall export 
" voju. 5 H ore 
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one tbOufand.tons.of cjVA this year frpm Belfaft, moft of irto the Well Indies, particu- 
larly oats. , 

-Auguft I, to Arthur BuDtinJs* Efq. near Belfaft j the foil a ftiff clay ; lets at old rents 
iQS.^ttew'TOe iBs., the tpwn parks of that place 30s. to yps., ten miles round it jos. 
to *208., averagC;i3S. A great deal of flax fown, every countryman having a little, 
always on potatoe land, and one ploughing : they ufually fow each family a bulhel of 
feed. Thofe whp have no land pay the farmers aos. rent for the land a btilhel of feed • 
fows, and always on potatoe land. They p||nt many more potatoes than they eat, to 
fupply the market at Belfad ; manure for them with ail their dung, and Ibme of them 
mix dung, earth, and lime, and this is found to do better. There is much alabafter 
near the town, which. is ufed for (lucco plailler ; fells from il,^ is. to 258. a ton. 

hi my way to Antrim, viewed the bleach-green of Mr. Thomas Sinclair ; it is the 
completed 1 had feen here. I underdood that the bleaching feafon laded nine months, 
and that watering on the grafs was quite left off. ^^r. Sinclair himfelf was not at home, 
or 1 Ihould probably have gained fome intelligence that might have been ufcful. 

Croffed the mountains by the new road to Antrim, and found them to the fummits 
to confid of exceeding good loam, and fuch as would improve into good meadow. It 
is all thrown to the little adjoining farms, with very little or any rent paid for it. They 
make no other ufe of it than turning their cows on. Pity they do not improve ; a worlc 
more profitable than any they could undertake. All the way to Antrim lands let at an 
average at 8s. The linen manufadure fpreads over th^ whole country, confequently 
the farms are very fmall, being nothing but patches for the convenience of weavers. 

From Antrim to Shanes Cadle the road runs at the end of Loch Neagh, command- 
ing a noble view of it y of fuch an extent that the eye can fee no land over it. It ap- 
pears like a perfeft lea, an4.the fliore is broken fand-banks, which look fo much like it,, 
that one can harilly believe the water to be frelli. Upon my arrival at the cadle, I was 
mod agreeably faluted with four men hoeing a field of turnips round it, as a prepara- 
tion for grafs. Thefe were the fird turnip-hoers Lhave feen in Ireland, and 1 was more 
plcafed-than if I had feen four emperors. 

The cadle is beautifully Cituated pu the lake, the windows commanding a very noble 
view of it V and this has the finer effect, as the woods are coiifiderable,. and form a fine 
accompaniment to this noble inland fea. 

Rode from Mr. Lefly’s to view the Giant’s Caufeway- It is certainly a very great 
Oiriofity,. as an objeCt for fpcculation upon the manner of its formation ; whether it 
®wes its origin to fire, and is a fpecies of lava, or to crydalization,or to whatever caufe, 
is a point that has employed the attention of men much more able to decide upon it than 
lam ; and has been fo often treated, that nothing I could fay could be new. When 
two bits of thefe bafaltes are rubbed together quick, they emit a confiderablc feent 
like burnt leather. The feenery of the Caufeway, nor of the adjacent mountains, is 
very magnificent, though th'e cliffs are bold ; but for a eonfidcrable didance there is a. 
drong difpofition in the rocks to run into pentagonal cylinders, and even at 
imdge, by Mr.. Lefly’s, is a rock in which the fame difpofition is ‘plainly vifible. I be- 
lieve the Caufeway would have druck me raoreif lhad not feen the prints ofStaffa. 

Returned to Lffly-bill';. and Auguft 5th departed 'for Coleraine*. There the Right 
Hon. Jlr. Jackfim aflided me with the treated politenels in procuring the intelligence I- 
1 wifli^ about the ralinon*fiiheryi vriiich is the greated. in the kingdom, and viewed both 
fiflieries' above and below the 'town,, very pleuantly fitoated on the river Ban. The 
fiilinen (pawn in all the rivers that rufrinto the Ban about the beginning of Augud, an 4 
as 40 <»i as they have done fwim.,to the fea, where they day till January,, v^en they hegia 
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to return to the frefli wafer, and continue doing it till Auguft, in which voyage they are 
taken ; the nets are /ct in the middle of January, but by aft of parliament no nett ndi- 
weirs can be kept down after the lath of Auguft. AH the filheries on th^rer Ban 
let at 6000I. a year. From the fea to the rock abov<* Coleraine, where inF weirs are 
built, belongs to the London companies ; the greateft part of the reft to Lord Donne- 
, gal. The eel filheries let at loool. a year, and the falmon filheries at Coleraine i oooh 
The cels make periodical voyages, as the falinou, but inftead of fpawning in the frelh 
water, they go to the fea to fpawn, and the young fry return againft the ftream ; to 
enable them to do which with greater eafe at the leap, llraw ropes are hung in the 
water for them ; when they return to fea they are taken ; many of them weigh nine or 
ten pounds. The young falmon are called grawls^ and grow at a rate which 1 (hould 
fuppofe fcarce any fi(h commonly known equals ; for within the year feme of them will 
come to fixtecn and eighteen pounds, but in general ten or twelve pounds : fuch as 
efcape the firft year’s fifliery are falmon ; a^pd at two years old will generally weigh 
twenty to twenty-five pounds, 'fhls year’s fiftery has proved the greateft that ever 
was known, and they had the largeft hawl, taking 1452 falmon at one drag of one net. 
In the year 1758 they had 88a, which was the next greateft hawl. I had the pleafure 
of feeing 370 drawn in at once. They have this year taken four hundred tons of fifli ; 
two hundred fold frelh at a penny and three-halfpence a pound, and two hundred faked, 
at 18I. and 20I. per ton, which are fent to London, Spain, and Italy; The filhefy em- 
ploys eighty men, and the expences in general calculated to equal the rent. 

The linen manufa£fure is very general about Coleraine, coarfe ten hundred liiien. 
It is carried to Dublin in cars, one hundred and ten miles, at 5s. per cwt. in Aimmer, 
•and 7s. 6d. in winter. 

From LiipjJiavaddy to Derry there is very little uncultivated land. Within four mile* 
of the latter, rents are from 1 2s. to 20s. j mountains paid for but in the grofs. Reached 
Derry at night, and waited two hours in the dark before the ferry-boat came ovwr 
for me. _ ^ * 

Auguft 7, in the morning, went to the bilhop’s palace to leave my letters of recom- 
mendation ; for I was informed of my misfortuno in his being out of the kingdom. 
He was upon a voyage to Stafia, and had fent home fome of the ftones of which it con- 
fifls ; they appeared perfeftly to referable in lhape„ colour, and fmell, thofe of the 
Giant’s Caufeway. 

Auguft 8, left Derry, and took the ro.id by Raphoe.to the* Rev. Mr. Golding’s, at 
Clonleigh, who favoufed me with much valuable information. The view of Derry, at 
the diftance of a mile or two, is the raoft piaurefque of any place I have feen ; it feem* 
to be built on an ifland of bold land rifing from the river, which fpreads into a fine 
bafon at the foot of the town ; the adjacent country hilly ; the feene wants nothing but 
wood to make it a perfeft landfcapc. ' - • • 

Auguft II, left Mount Charles, and pafilng through t)onnegal, took the road to 
Ballyft annon ; cametprefentlyfto feveral beautiful landfcapes, ftvelling hills, cultivate^,, 
with the bay fiovring up among them : they want nothing but more wood, and are 
beautiful without it. Afterwards l&ewife to thedeft thpy,rifqin various outlines, and ' 
die away infenfibly into one another. When thifroad leads to a full view of the bay of 
Donnegal, thefe fmiling fpots, above which the proud mountains rear that' heads,' are 
numerous, the hillocks of almoft regular drcularTofihS } Acy are very pleafing,* from 
form,verdqye,andthe water breaking in tfteSrvjdes. ' 

Before I got to Ballyfhannon, remarked a bl^h-green, which indicates weavii^ in 
the naghboqrhoqd. Yiewal the falnion-leap Ik Ba%ihaniioR« Vbidi is ' let for 40(^ 
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a year. *Tbe^ fccBety q| i$ it is^a fine ii 0 , tmd thn coa(^ of ti^ tirer 

very bold^ confiiling of fierpendkulan rpcks, with grafs of a beau(jful verdure to the 
very cdge'^ prpjede in^fittie promontcwies, which grow longer as they approach :the 
fea^nd opro to g}v»a fine view of the ocean. Before the fall in the middle of the river 
is ir^ky ifland,«on which is a curing houfe, inltead of the turret of a ruined caftle$ 
for which it feems formed. The town -prettily fituated on the riling ground oh each 
fide of the river. -rTTo Sir James Caldwell’s ; crplling the bridge, ftopped for a view, of 
the river, which is a very fine one, and was delighted to fee the ialmon jump, to me an 
unufual light : the water was perfectly. alive with them. Ailing the hill, look back on 
the town ; the fituation beautiful $ the river prefents a noble view. Come to Belleek, 
a little village, with one of the linelt water>falls I remember any where to have feen ; 
viewed it from the bridge. The river in a very broad Iheet comes from behind fome 
wood, and breaks over a bed of roclcs, not perpendicular, but Ihelving in various di> 
regions, and foams away under the arches ; after which it grows more filent, and gives 
a beautiful bcud under a rqck, crowned by <1 fine bank of wood. Reached Cafile Cald- 
well at night, where Sir James Caldwell receiveef me with a politenei's aud cordiality 
that will make .me long remember it with pleafure. ' 

Augufi 1 5, to Belleille, the charming feat of the Earl of Rofs. It is an ifland in 
Loch £ame, of two hundred Irilh acres, every part of it hill, dale, and gentle declivi- 
ties: it has .a great deal of wood, much of which is old, and forms both deep lhades 
and open chearful groves. The trees hang on the Hopes, and confequently lliew them- 
fc'lves to the bell advantage. All this is exceedingly pretty, but it is rendered trebly I'o 
by the fituation : a reach of the l?ke palfes before the houfe, which is fituated near the 
banks among fonie fine woods, which give both beauty and llielter. This flicet of water, 
which is three miles over, is bounded in front by an ifland of thick w'ood, and by a bold 
circular hUI, which is his lordlhip’s deer park; this hill is backed by srvonfiJerable 
mountain. To the right are four or five fine clumps of dark wood ; fo many iflands 
which rife boldly from the lake, the water breaks in Itraits between them, and forms a 
feene extremely pidurefqiie. On the other, fide the lake flretebes behind wood, in a 
fireight which forms Belleille. Lord Rofs has made walks round the ifland, from 
which there is a confiderable variety of profpeft. A temple is built on a gentle hilk 
commanding the view of the wooded iflands above-mentioned ; but the mbit pleafing 
profped of them is coming out from the grotto : they appear in an uncommon beauty ; 
two feem to join, and the water which nows between takes the appearance of a fine 
bay, projecting deep into a dark* wood : nothing can be more beautiful. The park hill 
rifes above them, and the whole is backed with mountains. The home fc^ne at your 
feet atfo is pretty *, a lawn fcattered with trees that forms the margin of the lake, doling 
gradually in a thick wood of tall 'trees, above the tops of which is a diftant view of 
Cultiegh mountain, which is there feen in its proudeft folemnity. * 

They (dough all with horfrk three or four in a plough, -and all abreaft- Here let it 
bq remarked, that they very commonly plough and harrow with their hqrfes drawing 
by the;.taii : it is done every feafon. Nothing can put them befide ihis j and they infiu 
that take a borfe tired in -traces, and put him to work by the taH, he will ^aw betters 
quite f^lh again, indignant ' reader ! this is no jell of Ynine, but cruel^ Itubboni, bar« 
barous frutht . It is fo alL over Cavan. ^ . 

AiClonells, Hear Caltle-rea, UeCs O^Conner, the dired defeendant of Roderick 
O'Copnot*^ who was King of Oinnaugbt fitk or feven hundred y^ ago there i$,ik 
monusnenc of him in Ro&mmoa church, with bjs freptre, Stc, I was Cpld as cey* 
tainty^ that this frnwIyVere Before the conuog of th.e. MUeiians, T^ejpof., 
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relTiohi^' foiinbrly- lb great, Sre deduced to three or four hiAdred pounds a y«ir,’thc 
family ha^ng fered in the revolutions of fo many ages, much worfe than th* O'Niel'a 
and O^Brien’s. The common people pay him the gfeateft refpeft, and fend hjp pre. 
fents of cattle, &c. upon various occasions. They conlider him as the prince of a people 
involved in ono common ruin. 

Another great family in Conhau^^t is Macdermot, who calls himfelf Prince of Coo- 
lam ; he lives at Coolavin, in Sligo, and though be has not above one hundred pounds 
a year, will not admit his children to fit down in his prefence. This was certainly the 
cafe with his fether, and fome alTared me even with the prefent chief. Lord Kingfbo- 
rough, Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. O'Hara, Mr. Sandford, &c. came to fee him, and his ad- . 
drefs was curious : “ 0‘Hara ! you are welcome ; Sandford, I am glad to fee your mo- 
ther*s fon (his mother was an 0*Brien) : as to the reft of ye, come in as ye can,**" 
Mr. 0‘Hara, of Nymphsfield, is in pofTcfTion of a confiderable eftatc in Sligo, which is 
the remains of great pofTeflions they had in that country : he is one of the few defeen- 
dants of the Milefian race. 

To Lord Kingfton’s, to whom I had a letter, but unfortunately for me he ivas at 
Spaw. Walked down to l.ongford Hill, to view the lake ; it is one of the moft deli- 
cious feenes I ever beheld, a lake of five miles by four, which fills the bottom' of a gentle 
valley almoft of a circular form, bounded very boldly by the mountains. Thofc to the 
left rife in a nol le flope ; they lou-er rather in front, and let in a view of Strand moun- 
tain, near Sligo, above twenty miles off. To the right, you look over a fmalf part of a 
bog to a large extent of cultivated hill, with the blue mountains beyond. Were this 
little piece of bog planted, the view would be more complete ; the hill on which you 
ftand has a foliage of well-grown trees, which form the fouthern fliore. You look down 
on fix iflands, all wooded, and on a fine promontory to the left, which fhoots far into 
the lake. NotfliifJ^ can be more pleafing than their uncommon variety ; the firft is 
fmall, (Rock ifland) tufted with trees, under the (hade of which is an ancient building, 
once the refidence of Macdermot. The next a mixture of lawn ahd wood ; the third, 
which appears to join this, is of a darker (hade, yet not fo thick but yoa can fee the 
bright lawn under the trees. Houfe ifland is one fine thick wood, which admits not a* 
gleam of light, a contrail to the filver bofom of the lake. Church ifland is at a greater 
diftance; this is alfo a clump, and rifes boldly. Rook ifland is of wood ; it opens in 
the centre, and (hews a lawn with a building on it. It is impofliblc to imagine a more 
pleafing andchearful feene. Faffed the chapel to Smithfield Hill, which is a fine rifing 
ground, quite furrounded *with plantations ; from hence the view is changed ; here the 
promontory appears very bold, and over its neck you fee another Wooded ifland, in a 
mod pi&urefque fituadon. Nothing can be more pidurefque than Rock ifland, its ruin 
overhung with ivy. The other iflands aifume frelh and varied outlines, and form upoa 
the whole one of the m 6 ft luxuriant feenes I have met with. • 

The views of the lake and environs are very fine as you go to’Boyle ; the woods vnite 
into a large mafs, and coqtraft the’ bright (beet of water with their dark (hades. 

The lands about Kingilon are vei^ fin«, a rich, dry, yellow, fandy loam, the finelk 
foil that 1 have feen in Ireland, all grafs, and covered with very fiM buHocks, cows, and 
Ihecp. The ^rms rife to five hund/ed acres, and afe generally in divifions, parted bv 
(lone walk, for oxen, cows, young cattle, and Ihee^ feparate. Some of the lulds 
carry an ox and a wether per acre *, rents 15 s. to aos. * ^ , 

Dined' at Boyle, and took the road toBallymOTt ; croflfed animmenfo mountainy^bof,. 
where I ftoppedT and made en^iries } found that it was ten miles tong; and three and a, 
half over, contaiomg thiitv*nve (buai^ miles ; that Ume-R<me quizes vert around 
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and m it, and Hm^ftone gravel in many, pianos tb be found, and ufed in the land* that 
join it : in addidon to this 1 may add, that there is a great road eroding it ; thirtytfive 
miles are twenty-two thoufand touf hundred acres. What an immenle field of improve, 
ment! nothing would be eafier than to drain it, vail trade of land have fucb a fall, that 
not a drop of water could remain. Thefe hilly bogs are extremely different from any 
I have feen in England. In the moors in tlie north, the hills and mduntains are all 
covered with heath, like the Irifh bogs, but they arc of vanous foils, gravel, fiiingle, 
moor, &c.,and boggy only in fpots ; but the Irlh bog hills are all pure bog to a great 
depth, without the leaft variation of foil ; and the bog being of a hilly form, is a proof 
that it is a growing vegetable mafs, and not owing merely to fiagnani water. Sir Lau. 
rence Dundafs is the principal proprietor of this. 

Reached Bally moat in the evening, the refidence of the Hon. Mr. Fitzmaurice, where 
1 expeded great pleafure in viewing a inanufaclory, of which I heard much fince I 
came to Ireland. He was fo kind as to give me the idllowing account of it, in the moll 
liberal manner ; 

“ Twenty years ago the late Lord Shelburne came to Ballymoat, a wild uncultivated 
region, without indullry or civility, and the people all Roman Catholics, without an 
.atom of a manufafture, not even fpinning. In order to change this (late of things, his 
Lordlhip contra^Ied with people in the north to bring protellant weavers, and eltablifh 
a manufadory, as the otdy means of making the i hange he wifhed ; this was done, but 
falling into the hands of rjfcals, he loll 5000I. by the bufinefs, with only feventeen pro- 
teftant families, and twenty fix or twenty-feven looms eftablifhed for it. Upon his 
death. Lady Shelburne wtHied to carry his fcheme into execution, and to do it, gave 
much encouragemtmt to Mr. Wakefield, the great Irifh tador in Loudon, by grunting 
advantageous leales, under the contrad of building and colonizing, by weavers from the 
north, and carrying on the manufadury. He found about iweiit^fdoms, working 
upon their own account, and made a confidcrable progrels in this for five years, raifing 
feveral buildings, cotttages for the weavers, and was going on as well as the variety of 
his bufinefs would admit, employing fixty looms. He then died, when a ftand was 
made to all the works for a year, .in which every thing went much to ruin. Lady Shel- 
burne then employed a new manager to carry on the manufddur- upon his own account, 
giving him very profitable grants of lands, to encourage him to do it with fpirit. He 
continued for five years, employing fixty looms alfo ; ^ but his circumflances fiuling, a 
frefh flop was put to the work. 

** Tlten it was that Mr. Fitzmaurice, in the year. 1774, determined to exert lumfelf 
in pufhing on a manufadory, which promifed to be of fuch effential fervice to the 
whole country, 'io do this with eiled, he faw that it was necelfary to take it entirely 
into likxnvn hands. He could lend money to the manager to enable him to go on, hut 
that would be at bed hazardous, and could never do it in the complete manner in which 
htttwdfiied to tftablifh.it.' In this period of .conriderafionj Mr. Fitzmaurice. was advifed 
by his fri^uls never to engage in fo complex a bufinefs as a rnwafadure^ in which he* 
inuft'.Qf naceffity become a merchant ; alfo engage in all the hazard, irkibmenefs, &c. 
oLcommerce, fo totally different from his birth, education, idea*, and. purfuits^ but 
tired with, the inadivity.ol common *iife, he' determlhed not only to tum.tpanufodurer, 
but;to c&txy on tbe.bufinefs in the niioft fpirited and vigorous/jnanner that was:po^ible. 
In the firft place, he took every me?ns of making himfelf a completie mafter of tbe bu* 
llnefii'f he went, through, valious maoulllldures,.: enquirod.inta the minuiisB^ and took 
ejvay meaftwe to know , it to the bottom. This .he did ./o < repeatedly^ VkI t^^t ii foch 
iiulbe wfahle |nogr^>.fix)m.J^ihnfog.to.<U<»£hid&^folliii^ 
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as tfiwcugli a tnafter of it as an experienced manager ; he t»as wove linen, and’done 
every part of the bufinefs with his own hands. As he determined to have the works* 
• complete, he took Mr. Stansfield.the engineer, fo well known for his improved faw- 
niills, into his pay ; he fent hhn over to Ballymoat, in the winter of 1774, in order to 
efeft the machinery of a bleach-mill, upon the very bell conllrudlion ; he went to all 
the great nnUs in the north of Ireland to infpefl them, to remark their deficiencies, that 
they might be improved in the mills he intended to ereft. This knowledge being 
gained, the work was begun, and as water was necellitry, a great bafon was formed by 
a dam acrofs a valley, by which means thirty-four acres were floated, to ferve as a rc- 
fervoir for dry feuCons to fecure plenty at all timos.’^ 

Auguft 30, rode to Rofshill, four miles olF, a headland that projefts into the bay 
of Newport, from which there is a molt beautiful view of the bay on both Tides; I‘ 
counted thirty iflands.very dillintlly, all of them cultivated under corn and potatoes, or 
paftured by cattle. At a dilfance Clara rifes in a very bold and pidlurefque (tyle ; on 
the left Crow Patrick, and to the right oiher'moimtains. 't is a view that wants no- 
thing but wood. 

September 5, to Drumoland, the feat of Sir Lucius O’liricn, In the county of Clare, 
a gentleman who had been repeatedly afllduous to procure me every fort of informa- 
titin. I fliould remark, as 1 have now' left Galway, that that county, from entering it 
in the road to Tuam till leaving it to-day, has been, upon the wliolt*, inferior to moft 
of the parts I have travelled in Ireland in point of beauty : there are not mountains of 
a magnitude to make the view (Iriking. It is perfectly free from woods, and even trees, 
except abtHit gentlemen’s houf'S, nor has it a variety in its face. I do not, however, - 
fpcak without exception ; I pad'ed lome trails which are cheerful.' Druinmoland has • 
a pleafing variety of grounds about the houfe ;■ it Hands on a»hill gently riling from a 
lake of twenty-four acn-s, in the middle of a noble wood of oak, afh, poplar, &c. 
three beautiful hills rife above, over which the plantations fpread in a varied manner ; . 
and thefe hills commuiul very line views of the great rivers ferguS-and Shannon at their 
junction, being each of them a league wide. 

There is a view of the Shannon fnini Limerick to Foynes Ifland,. which is thirty miles, 
with all its bays, bends, iflaiuls, and fertile Ihoros. It is from one to thn'O miles broad, 
a inolf nolile river, deferving regal navies for its ornamgit,.. or, what are better, fleets 
of mercliantmen, the cheerful figns of far exteiulcd commerce, inflead of a few mife- 
rable filhing h lats, the only canvai's that Iwclled upon the {cene : *6111 the want of com- 
merce in h'jr ports is tHe misfortune not the fault of Ireland. Thanks for the defici- 
ency to that illiberal fpirit of trading jealoufy, which has at times adliiated and difgr iced 
fo many, nations. The profpeft has a noble outline iti the bold mountains of Tippe- 
rary, Cork, Limerick^ and Kerry. The whole view magnificent. 

At the foot of this hill is the caftle of Bunratty, a very larjge edifice, the feat of the 
O’Briens, princes of Thonvrtnd ; it ftands on the bank of a river, which falls into the 
€iiannoa near it. Abotit this caftle and that of Rofmanagher, the land is the bell in 
the county of Clare it is worth it. 139. an acre, and fats a bullock per acre in fum- 
mer, befides winter feed. , . 

To Lithel'ick, through a chearfuf country, on tWe banks of the rivef, in a vale fur- 
rounded by diftant mountains. That city is very finely fituated, partly on^a ifiand 
formed by the Shannon. The new part, cal|ed Newtdwn Pery, from Sdr. Pejry the 
fpeaker, who owns a confiderable part of thd city, and reprefents 'it in parliai^t, is 
well built. ']^b^ houfes are new ones, of brick, large and in right lines. There is.a 
eommuoicatioa.with che.r^ft df the town by a handfome.bri^e of . three large arches,. 

eredted. 
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evefted a| Mr^Pei^’s expcnce. H«re are docks, quays, and a ouftoniij^fei is a 
good building, faces the river, and on the oppoOte banks is a large quadrangular 
one, the houfe of induftvy, This part of Limerick is very chearful and agyeeidd^ and 
carries all d)e marks of a flouriihing place. • 

- The exports of this port are beef, pork, butter, hides, and rape-feed. The imports 
are cum, fugar, timber, tobacco, wines, coals, bark, fait, &c. The cuftoms and ex- 
cife, about iixteen years ago, amounted to i6,oool., at prefent 32,000!. and ilatilier 
more four or five years ago. 

Whole revenue - lyji— — — ^ i6,ooo 

i 77 5. '5 j 000 


Revenue of the Pert of Vtmericky Tear ending 


March 23, 1759 

- 

jC 20,494 

1760 

f 

29,197 

lyfii 

m 

20,727 

1762 

- 

20,6 50 

I 7 fi 3 

- 

20,525 

1764 

m 

32.635 

1765 

m 

31,099 


Com. Jour. vol. xiv. p. 71. 

Price of Provifions. 

Wheat, IS. id. a flone. Teal, lod. a couple. 

Barley and oats,‘5|d. to fid. Plover, fid. a couple. 

Scotch coals, 18s., Whitehaven, 20s. Widgeon, lod. ditto. 

A boat load of turf, 20 tons, 45s. Hares, is. each, commofTiy’ fold all the 

- Salmon, three halfpence. year round. 

Trout, 2d. very fine, per lb. Woodcocks, 2od. to 2s. 2d. a brace. 

Eels, 2d. a pound. Oyfiers, 4d. to is. a 100. 

Rabbits. 8d. a couple. l.ob(lers, is. to is. fid., if good. 

Wild ducks, aod. to 2s. a couple. 

Land fells at twenty years* purchafe. Rents were at the higheft in I7fi5, fell fince, but 
in four years have fallen 8s. to 10s. all acre about Limerick. They are at a Hand at 
prefent, owing to th€ high , price of provifions from pafiure. The number of people 
iii Limerick are computed at thirty- two tboufand ; it is excecdiitgly populous for the fize, 
the chief ftreet quite crowded ; many fedan chairs in town, and fome hackney chaifes. 
Aflemblies the year round, in a new aflelhbly-houfe built for the purpofe, and plays 
and concerts common. 

- *'Upon the whole, Limerick mud be a very gay place, but wh^ the ufual number of 
troops afe in town much more fo. To Ihew the general expences of living I was told, 
of a perfon’s keeping a carriage, four horfes, three fiien, three maids, a good table, a 
wife, three children, and a nurfe, and all for 500I. ”a year : 

, • • » f.s. d. s.. d. 

A footman . c- - 44''oto*6fio 

A profefied ^woman-cook' , • - - - fi 5 o 

A'houfe-maid -« . « . - - 300 

A kitchen-maid • - • <* - ' v a . o o 

Abuder • . - ^10 o o -do 12 o o 

Abtorel 
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A b9rreI«of beef or pork, 2oc^. weight! Veflels of 400 tons cin come up sridi fpring 
tides, which rife fourteen feet. . . ■ , * 

Septetnher 9, to Caftle Oliver $ various country, not fo rich to appearance as the 
corcafles, being fed bare : much hilly fheep-walk, and for a coniiderable way a full 
third of it potatoes and. com : no lign of depopulation. Juft before I got to the hills 
a field of ragwort {JeneJio jacobted) buried the cows. The firft hill of Caftle Oliver 
interefting. After rifing a mountain fo high that no one could think of any houfe, you 
come in view of a vale, quite filled with fine woods, fields margined with trees, and 
hedge plantations climbing up the mountains. Having engaged niyfelf to Mr. Oliver, 
to return from Killamey by his houfe, as he was confined to Limcnck by the afiizes, I 
fhall omit faying any thing of it at prefent. . 

September i6, to Cove by water, from Mr. Trent’s quay. The view of Lota is 
charming ; a fine rifing lawn from the water, with noble fpreading woods reaching on 
each fide ; the houfe a very pleafing front, with lawn lliooting into the woods, 'f'he 
river forms a creek between two hills, one iota, -the other opening to another hill of 
iuclofurcs well wooded. As the boat leaves the (horc nothing, can be finer than the 
view -behind us ; the back woods of Lota, the houfe and lawn, and the high bold in* 
clofures towards Cork, form the fined fitore imaginable, leading to Cork, the dty ap> 
pearing in full view, Dunkcttlc wooded inclofures, a fine fwcep of hill, joining Mr. 
Qoare’s at Fai^ory.hill, whofe woods have a beautiful efieft. Dunkcttle-houfe almoft 
loft in a wood. As we advance, the woods of Lota and Dunkettle unite in one fine mafs. 
The Iheet of water, the rifing lawns, the houfe in the mod beautiful fituation imaginable, 
with more woods above it than lawns below it, the weft fhore of Loch Mahon, a very 
fine rifing hiU cut into inclofures, but without wood, land>Iockcd on every fide with 
high lands, fcattered with inclofures, woods, feats, &c. with every chearful circumftance 
cf lively coijtsaerce, has altogether a great effect. Advancing to Pafliige the fliores are 
various, and the feenery enlivened by fourfeore fail of large (hips ; the little port of 
Pafliige at the water’s edge, with the hills rifing boldly abovo it. The channel nar> 
rows between the great iiland and the hills of Paffage. The ihores bold, and the 
ihips fcattered about them, with the inclofures hanging behind the mads and yards, 
•piaiirefque. PaHmg the ftreiphts a new bafon of -the harbour opens, furrounded with 
high lands. Monk’S'town-caflle on the hill to the rjght, and the grounds of Bally* 
bricken, a beautiful intermixed feene of wood and lawn. The high fhore of the har* 
hour’s mouth opens gradually. The whole *fcenc is land'lod{|ed. The firft view of 
Hawhbowling-ifland s^nd Spike-ifland, high rocky land^! with (he channel opening to 
Cove, where are a fleet of fhips at anchor, and Roftellan, Lord Inchiquin’s houfe, 
backed with hills, a feenery that wants nothing but the accompaniment of >i'ood. \ The 
view of Ballvbricken changes ; it now appears to be unfortunately cut into right lines. 
Arrived at the fhip at Cove, in the evening returned, leaving Mr. JefTerys and famiiy on 
board for a voyage to Havre, in their way to Paris. * 

Dunkettle is one of the nioft 'jeautiful places I have feen in Ireland. It is a hill o{ 
fome hundred acres- broken infe^a great variety of ground by gentle declivities, with 
every where an undulating outline, and the whole varied by a confiderable quantity of 
wood, which in fomc places is thick enough to take the appeafance of clofe groves, in 
others fpreads into fcattered thickets and a variety of fingje groups. I'his hill, or pther 
clufter of hills, is furrounded on one fide by a reach ^f Cork harbour,* over wMch it 
looks in the moff advantageous manner ; ana on the other by an irriguous vme, through 
which flows the river Glanmire ; the oppofite fhore of that river has every variety’’ tliat 
can unite to fenrm pleafing landfcapes for the view's from DunketAe grounds ; in fdme 

.50 places 
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places itlrroRr^glens, the bottoms of which are quite filled with water, and the fleep 
tanks coverec^ with thick woods that fpread a deep /hade } in others the Vale opens to 
forta the Icitc of a pretty chearful village, overhung by hill and wood : here the fhore 
. rifcs gradually into large inclofures, which fpread over the hills, ftretchi^ beyond »ch 
others and there the vale melts again into a milder variety of fields. A hill thus fitu< 
ated, and confifting in itfelf of fo much variety of furface, mufi neceiTaiiiy command 
many pleafing views ; to enjoy thcfe to the better advantage, Mr. Trent (than whom * 
no one has a. better tafie, both to difcover and defcribe the beauties of natural fcenes,) 
is making a walk around the whole, which is to bend to the inequalities of the ground, 
fo as to take the principal points in view. The whole is fo beautiful, that if 1 was to 
make the regular detour, the defcription might be too minute ; but there are fome 
points which gave me fo much pleafure that I know not how to avoid recommending 
to others that travel this way to tafte the fame fatisfadion : from the upper part of the 
orchard you look down a part of the river, where it opens into a regular bafon, one 
corner flretching up to Cork, loft behiint the hill of Lota, the lawn of which breaks on 
the fwclHng hills among the woods ; the houfe obfciired, and therefore feeming,a part 
of your home fcene ; the lofing the river behind the beautiful projeftion of Lota, is 
niore pleafing than can be cxprefted. The other roach, leading to the harbour’s 
mouth, is half hidden by the trees, which margin the foot of thrill on which you 
iUnd ; in front a noble range of cultivated hills, the inclofures broken by flight fpots 
of wood^ and prettily varied with houfes, without being fo crowded as to take off the 
rural effe£l. ' The fcene is not only beautiful in thofe common circumftances which 
fo'rni^ a landfcape, but is alive with the chearfulnefs of ftiips and boats perpetually 
moving. Upon the whole, it is one of the moft luxuriant profpefts I have any where 
(eea. Leaving the orchard^, pafs on the brow of a hill which forms the bank of the 
riv^ of Glanmire, commanding the oppofite woods of Lota in all their bejuvty. Rife to 
thetop of the high hill which joins the deer-park, and exhibits a fcene equally extenfive 
and beautiful ; you look^down on a vale which winds almoft around at your feet, finifli- 
ing to the left in Cork river, which here takes the appearance of a lake, bounded by 
wood and hills, and funk in the bottom of a vale, in a ftyle which painting cannot 
imitate; the oppofite hills of Lota, wood, and lawn, feem formed as objefts for. this 
{mint of view : at your feet a hill rifes out of the vale, with higher ones around it, 
the margins fcattered wood ; to"^ the right towards Riverftown, a vale ; the whole 
backed by cultivated hjilli! to Kallahan’s* field. Milder fcenes follow : a bird’s-eye 
view of a fmall vale funk at yddr feet, through which the river flows ; a bridge of fe- 
veral arches unites two parts of a beautiful village, the meadow grounds of which rife 
gently, a varied furface of wood and lawn, to .the hills of Riveritown, the whole fur- 
rounded by delicious fweeps of cultivated hills. To the left, a wooded glen rifin^ from 
the v^le to the horizon, the feenery fequeftered, but pleafing ; • the oak wood which 
hangs on the deer-park hill, 'an addition. Down to the brow of the bill, where it hangs 
over the river, a pidurefque intcrefting fpot. The inclffpres of the oppofite bank bang 
b'eautifully to the eye, and the wooded glen winds up ttv^ hill. Rt^turning to the houfe 
I was pondu^fed to the hill, where the grounds dope off to the river of Cork, which 
opens to view in noble reaches of a magnitude that fills the eye and the imagiqation r a 
whole country of a chara^er truly magnificent, aqd behind the winding Vale which 
leads Between s furies of hills to planmire. 


PidMttS 
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Piffum at Dunkettk^ 

'■ A St, Michael, '&c. the fubje£t confufed, by Michael Angelo. A St. Frands on 
*c^ood, a large original of Guido. A St, Cecilia, original of Komanelli. An afliimp- 
tion of the Virgin, by L. Carracci. A quaker’s meeting,' of above fifty hgurA, by 
, Egbert Hemflterk. A fea view and rock piece, by Vemet. A fmall flagellation, by 
Sebaftian del Piombo. A Madonna and Child, fmall, by Reubens. lYie crucifixion, 
many hgures in miniature, excellent, though the mallt-r is unknown. An excellent 
copy of the famous Danae of Titian, at Monte Cavallo, near Naples, by Cioffi of Na- 
ples. Another of the Venus of Titian, at the Tribuna in Florence. Another of Venus 
blinding Cupid, by Titian, at the Palazzo Borghel'e in Rome. Anothe,* of great merit 
of the Madonna Della Sedia of Raphael, at the Palazzo Pitti in Florence, by Stirn, a 
German, lately at Rome. Another of an holy family, from Raphael, of which there 
are faid to be three originals, one at the king^ palace in Naples, one in the palais royal 
in Paris, and the third in the colledion of Lord Exeter, la.ely purchafed It Rome. A 
portrait of Sir Patrick 'I'rent, by Sir P. Lely. An excellent portrait of a perfon un- 
known, by Dahl. 

September 1 7, to Caftlemartyr, the feat of the Earl of Shannon, one of the inoQ; 
diflinKuifhed improvers in Ireland ; in whom 1 found the mefl earneft defire to give me 
every fpecies of information, with a knowledge and ability which enabled him to do it 
mod enedually. Pafled through Middleton, a well-built place, which belongs to the noble 
Lord to whom it gives title. Cafllemartyr is an old houfe, but much added to by the 
prefent Earl ; he has built, befides other rooms, a dining one thirty.two feet long by 
twenty-two broad, and a drawing one, the bed rooms I have feen in Ireland, a double 
cube of twerw(y»five feet, being fifty long, twenty-five broad, and twenty-five hig^ 
The grounds about the houfe are very well laid out ; much wood well grown, confider- 
able lawns, a river made to wind through them in a beautiful ipanner, an old cadle fo 
perfedly covered with ivy as to be a piflurefque objed. A winding walk leads for 
a confiderable didance along the banks of this river, and prefents feveral pleating 
landfcapes. 

From Rodellan to Lota, the feat of Frederick Ro^rs, Efq. I had before feen it in 
the highed perfedion from the water going from Drokettle to Cove, and from the 
grounds of Dunkcttle. Mrs. Rogers was fo obliging as to Ihcv^ me the back grounds, 
which are admirably wpoded, and of a fine varied furface.'^* 

Got to Corke in the evening, and waited on the Dean, w'ho received me with thwhiolt 
flattering attention. Corke is one of the mod populous places 1 hare ever been in ; it 
was market-day, and I could fcarce drive through the dreets, they were fd amazingly 
thronged : on the other days the number is very great. I fhould fuppofe it mul^ re- 
femble a Dutch town, for tltere are many canals in the droets, with quays before the 
houfes. The bed built part is Murrifon's Ifland, which promifes well ; the old part of 
the town is very clofeand dirty.' ,As to its commerce, the following particulars 1 owe* 
to Robert Gordon, £(q. the furveyor geiferal : 

• ’• • • • 

• Average ef nineteen Tears* Export , ending March 24, 1773. , 

Hides, at il. each - - 

Bay and woollen yarn • - - * r <* 2^4,000 

" '1 » 

Carryforward - £S5B,c4q 
!5 o 2 Buttet:,- 





rOVNo's TOVR IN tA£I,AN9. 


„ Brought over 

letter, at 3cie'. par cwt. from ^6s, to 72s. 

Beef, at 208» a barrel • - - . 

Camblets, ferges, &c. ... 

Casfties .... a 

Soap • ” • " ", 

Tallow ■ - - - - - 

Herrings, 18 to 35,000!. all their own 
Clue, 20 to 25,000 - - 

Pork * - 

Wool to England - . 

Small exports, Gottcnburgh herrings, horns, hoofs, See, feather-beds, 
palliaffes, feathers, &c. - " 


* : iSo^od 
-■40,09^ 

. hojooo 

20.000 

21.000 

22.000 

64.000 

14.000 

35.000 


£ 1,100,190 


Averse pnees of the nineteen years on the cuftom books. AU exports on tnSfe books 
are rated at the value of the reign of Charles IL ; but the imports have always 10 per 
^ent on .the fwom price added to them. Seventy to eighty fail of (hips belong to 
Corke. Average of (hips that entered that port in thofe nineteen years, eight hundred 
and feventy'two per annum. The number of-people at Corke mufter^ by the clergy 
by hearth-money, and by the number of houfes, payments to minifter, average of tlie 
three, fixty-feven thoufand fouls, if taken before the ill of September, after that twenty 
thottfand mcreaied. Th^re are feven hundred coopers in the town. Barrels all of 
Oak or beech, all from America : the latter for herrings, now front /. Gottenburgh 
and Norway. The excife of Corke now no more than in Charles the Second’s reign. 
Ridiculous i' * 

Cork old duties, in 175.1, produced - • £ 62,000 

Now the fame - - . » . 140,000 

Bullock^ i6/)oo head, 32,000 barrels j 41,000, hogs; 20,000 barrels. Butter, 
22,000. firkins of half a buntired weight each, both increaie this year, the whole 
being , 

*240,000 firkins of butter, 

1 20,000 barrels beef. 

Export of woollen yam from .Corke, 300,000!. a year in the Iriih market. No vtool 
fmuggled, or at lead very little. The wool comes to Corke, &o. and is delivered out 
to dombers, who make it into balls. Thefe balls arc bought up by the French agents 
at a vad price, and exported ; but even this does not amount io 40,oooL a year. 

PHetr, 

.6 *• , * ’ * 

Beef, 218 . pefewt., never fo highiiy 2s. 6d. ; Polk, 30s., never higher than iSs. 6 d, 

owing to.’the army demand. ■ Slaughter dung, 8d. for a horfe load. Country labourer,. 
6d.j about town, lod. Milk,<feven pints a penny. Coals, 38. 8d. to 58. a' bdrrd, fix 
of which make a ton. Eggs^ four a penny. 

' . Corke labourers. Cellar ones, twenty thoufand ; havjp is. id. a day/ and as much 
beef, and can eat and drink, and, feven pounds of offals a week 

for 
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^ fer Rent for their houfe, 40s. Mafon and carpenters* tabourerB iod> 

,‘a d|ty* jSwf now 3I. a month and provifions ; before the American wir 08s. Por- 
’ smdtbaldieavers paid by the great. State of the poor people in general inconipa* 
ralily better off than they were twenty years ago. There are iniportud eighteen thou- 
fend torrels annually of Scotch herrings, at 18s. a barrel. The fait for the beef trade 
, comCa from Lifbon, St. Ube’s, &c. The fait for the fifh trade from Rochelle ; for 
butter F.nglifli and Irifli. 

Particulars of the woollen fabricks of the county of Cork received from a manufac- 
turer. The woollen trade, ferges and camblets, ratteens, frizes, druggets, and narrow 
cloths, the lalt they make to 10s. and t as. a yard ; it they might export to 8s. they arc 
very clear that they could get a great trade for the woollen nnuiufaduivs .)f Corke ; the 
wool comes from Galway and Rofeommon, combed here by combers, who earn 8s. to 
I os. a week, into balls of twenty -four ounces, which is fpun into worlleds of twelve 
fkains to the ball, and exported to Yarmouth for Norwich j the export price, 30I. a 
pack, to 33I. never before fo high ; average of them 26I. to 3 ;!. Some they work up 
at home into ferges, ftuffs, and camblets j the ferges at lad. a yard, thirty-four inches 
wide ; Huffs fixtceiVlinchcSi iSd., the camblets at 9|d. to 13d. ; the fpinners at 
<)d. a ball, one in a week ; or a ball and half i ad. a week, and attend the family be- 
fides ; this is done moft in Waterford and Kerry, particularly near Killarney ; the 
weavers earn is. a day on an average. Full three-fourths of the wool is exported in 
yarn, and only one-fourth worth worked up. Half the wool of Ireland is combed 
in the county of Corke. 

A very great manufafture of ratteens at Carric-on-fure, the bay worfttd is for ferges, 
flialloons, &c. Woollen yam for coarfe cloths, wlxich latter have been loH for feme 
years, owiii^to the high price of wool. The bay export 'has declined fince 1770,- 
which declaufon is owing to the high price of wool. 

No wool fmuggled, not even from Kerry, not a floop*s car^o in twenty years, the 
price too high j the declenfion has beeif'conliderablef For every eighty- fix packs that 
arc exported, a licence from the Lord Lieutenant, for which 20I. is paid. 

From the aft of the laft foflions of Great Britain for exporting woollen goods for 
the troops in the pay of Ireland, Mr. Abraliatn Lane, of Corke, eitabliflied a new nia- 
nufi^fture of army cloathing for that purpofe, which isithe firft at Corke, and pays 40I. 
a w(;ek in labour only. Upon the whole there has been no incr^e of woollen inanu- 
fafture within twenty years. Is clearly of opinion that nvmy fabnck.<? might be worked 
up here much cheaper than in France, of cloths that the French have beat the Lnglifli 
out of ; thefe are, particularly, broad-cloths of one yard and half-yard wide, from 3s. 
to 6s. 6d. a yard for the Levant trade. Frizes which are now fupplied from Carcaf- 
fone in Languedoc. Frizes, of twenty-four to twenty-feven inches, at » od. to i ad. a 
yard. Flannels, twenty-feven to thirty-fix, from yd. to i^d. Serges of tvventy-mven 
10 thirty-fix inches, at yd. to 1 ad. a yard ; thefe would work up the coarfe wool. 
At Ballynafloe fair, ii^ July, 2o®,oool. a year bought in wool. There is a tnauufaftorji 
of knit-flocking by the commoif women about Cork, for eight or ten miles around ^ 
th* yarn from izd. to i8d. a pair, and the worfted, from \6d,,to aod. and earn from- 
1 ad. to i*8jd. a week. Befides tReir own confuifiption, great quantities are feat to th& 
north oif Iceland. * • ^ 

Ali the weavers in the country are cpnQned to towfts^ have no land, bpt fmall gar- 
dens. Bandle or narrow linen, for home confumption, is made in the wefterr^pa:' of 
the county. * Generally fpeaking, the circumftances of all the .manufafturing poor .arc 
better thtm they were tw.enty years ago. The manufadairci h^nnot declined, thongb 
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.*he expoi^ation haft, owing to the tncreafed home conrumpHoR& tht 

the feat of tt£e ftiifF^cRmblet, and (hag manufaflore, but has iti levea 

thrB»>fourths. Have changed it for the mamifa^ure of coarfe 

London market, from 6d. to 9d. a yard, twenty feven indies vnde ; ^)^j|mi9ber;C]{ 

manufaduree in general much leflened. ^ 

Rode to the mouth of Cork harbour ; the grounds about ti all fine, l>ol^ dnti 
vaiied, but fo bare of trees, that there is not a Angle view but what pains one m the 
want of wood. Rents of the trad foutb of the river Caragoline, from 58. to 30s. ave« 
rage, 1 os. Not one man in five has a cow, but generally hum one to fi)ur acres, upon 
which they have potatoes, and five or fix fheep, which -they milk, and their wool* 
Labour 5d. in winter, 6d. in fummer ; many of them for three mmtfhs in the year liVe 
on potatoes and water, the reft of it they have a gpod deal of fifh. 6ut it i8.rtimarked, 
at Kinfale, that when fprats are moft plentiful, difeafes are molt commno* f^r a 

mere cabin ics. Much paring and bummg ; paiti|g twenty>eight men adayyTetv wheat 
on it and then potatoes ; get great crops. The foil a marp ftoney land ; no lime* 
Hone fouth of the above river. Manure for potatoes, with fea weed for 26$., which 
gives good crops, but iafts only one year. Seafand much uftA, no Ihells in it. Farms 
nfe to two or three hundred acres, but are hired in partnerlhip. 

Before I quit the environs of Cork, I mud: remark, that the country on the harbour, 
ll think preferable, in many refpeds for a refidence, to any thing 1 have feen in Ireland. 
1^1^, it is the moft foutherly part of the Idngdom. Second, there are very great beau* 
nes of piufped. Third, by much the moft animated, bufy'fcene of fbqiping in all Ire* 
and confequently, fourth, a ready price for every produd. Fifth, great plenty of 
ttcrilent fifli and wild fowl. Sixth, the neighbourhood of a great city for objedts of 
CO^enience. ' . 

'September 25. Took the road to Nedeen, through the wiideft region of mountains 
that 1 remember to haye feen ; it is a dreary, bpt an interefting road. The various 
horrid, grotefque, and unufual f^ms in which the moutttains rife, smd the rocks bulge ; 
the immenfe height of feme diftant heads, which rear above all the nearer feenes, the 
torrents roaring in the vales, and breaking dowm the mountain fides, with here and rheie 
a wretched cabm, and a fpot of culture yieldhugj-furprife to find human beings the inha* 
bitants of fuch a feene of wildnefs, altogether keep the traveller'’s mind in an agitation 
and fufpence. 1 helfi rocks and mountains are many of them no otherwife impruveaL>le 
than by planting, for which, however, they are exceedingly well adapted. ^ 

Sir John Colthurft was fo obliging as to fend half a dozen labourers with me, to help 
my chaife up a mountain fide, of whim he gave a formidable account : in truth it deferved 
it. 1 he road leads dircAly againft a mountain ridge, and ihofe who made it were ft^incre* 
dibly ftupid, that they kept the ftndt tine up the hill, inilead of tumipg afide to fhe right, 
to wind around a prdeiSion of it. 1 he path of the road is worn by ttMTenis into a 
channel, which is (j^Ved t^ in places by huge fragments, fo that it wc^d bu;i horrid 
.uad on a level } on tf(biU fo fteep, that the beft pat'n would be difficult to aicend, it 
may be fu| . I terdU^ labourers, two paffing ftrangers, and my fervant, could 
witn difficulty gt( the up. It much to be rqgrettrd tl^t the dire£li(m of ^ Ibe 
road i»<flot enanked, M all the reft from Cork to Nedeen is good enough. FpipiLfew 


road ui<S|Ol( changed, $» all the reft trqm Cork to Nedem is good enough, t^ip^ew 
miles tomards/' he latter place the, country is flat on the river Kenmare, much'qfitgood, 
and undet mais 'bt coifki Mr. Orpine*# at Ardrilly, and another of the fame 

name at 

Needen isa little ♦^T^j.yy well fituated, on the noble liver Kenmare, where (hips 
of one hundred and fif^ll^f&ay come op : there are bu't three or four good houfes. 
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I.ord ShelbosnCy to whom the place belongs, has built one for lus agent. Th^re is a 
vale of krhd, which is here from a mile and a half to a mile broad j and to the 
north at|4 foiith, great ridges of mountains faid to be full of mines. , * 

^ At Nedeen^Xg^Sjielb^p^ bad taken care to have me well informed by his people 
an that ^^titry alM^ jblisj li j^^ to himfcif, he has above one hun. 

dred and fifty gfeateft part of the barony of Glan- 

rought belong^^^|^y|||^PMpg^iKin^ d^tyragh. The country is all a region of 
mountains, i 1 1 1 jnif^l’'tiim d dh the.riv^r }• the mountains to^hc fouth come 

to the water’s ld|^'|^P^llf:fl^*)^ationi^:tll^ principal of which is Ardee, a farm of 
Lord Shclbun£^^^pp^no^'of tbe Hyer, the ^at land is one>half to three quarters 
of a mile broa|f&^i^^.i|^Wni(j[iti»iip the ibinth roach to Bcar>haven, and thole to the 
north to cia^tiYlhei)f..^Yarious^V to the fouth of the river all are 

fand ftones, and bog. To the north there is a flip of 

lime-dune laud»^^^^t^^l|gppYon|: t6 'G^bid<t>cn{h, that is fix miles cad of Nedccn, and 
three to the wei|^l^^a^t more' thian a qbarr^r of a mile broad, the red including the 
mountains all 'Arto itsfents^'it is very difficult to tell what they are ; for 

land is let by land an(f;gi'nfte|, twelve gineves to the plough land; but the 

latter dedbmin4^p!^-.ni^'of any palrtiimlar quantity : for no two plough lands are the 
fame. The fiW^^jfefmVis varioos^' from forty' acres to one thoufand, lefs quantities* 
go with cabins^^£|^1^riMt farms are taken by labourers in partncrfliip. 

Soon entere^^^ .Viilied and mod romance country I had any where feen ; a region 
of deep rocks as^iftountiiins, which continued for nine or ten miles, till 1 came in view 
of Mucrafs. fotnetUng magnificently wild in this dupenclous fccnery, formed 

to imprefs the air|pj)^tth a certain, fpecies of terror. Ail this tract has a rude and favage 
air, but parts t^li'are ftrikingly iniereftingf the mountains arc bare and rocky, and 
of a great the vales are rodty’;:glen8, where a rnountain-flream tumbles 

along the roug^^rl^^'ima^inable,' andnseceives many torrents, pouring from clefts, 
half overhung tvbqd ; fame oftbefe dreams are feen, and the roar of 

others heard, waft, mattes oFfock. Imraenfe fragmeilts, torn from the pre- 

cipices by dorn^f||M!t^yrents,‘'aire D ’-bled in the wildeil confufion, and feem to hang 
rather than ref^j^g^itpi^e^ing pfec es. Upon fome of thefe fragments of ruck, 
perfectly detac l)MTOiii . fee ^i, e^^pc y the fide on which they lie, are beds of black 
turf, with luxura which appeared yery curious to me, having no 

where feen the ^||^^||i fft^^ni^ irhry in the mountains, much higher than any 
cultivation is 'flat and clearec^ fpaceS of good grafs among 

the ridges of b^cOiCpItivated, and proved that thel'e inountuias 

From one lake of K'iiarney at a confidcrable 

didance, and -''came ia view Qf afmall part of the up. 

per lake, fpotte^^|^^pi||tt^$^^s,'.aiid/ir«^$'f 0 ^qdud' by the niod tremendous moitiu 
tains that can fetogy-ai^drii^ful. ‘ Cr^.this feene of wild 

magnificence, elevated 

point of view ic^tke lakey^t^^,^% ine a fpeci- 

men of what I only a 

part of the it-is inclofed 

by the idountaj|jBi^al Wi^iliMii l feW ^-^^^^ is'uncom. 

monly noble, ai^WI^Mili^CTiallMtiiaiMyBiiliiM Ihcme ip. the 

world : on the other fide is a rifing feenery or cultivked niirs", alfd Lord Kengiarc's 
park and woods j the end of the Uke at your feet is formed by the root of Mangerton, 
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on whofe fide the road leads. From hence I looked down on a pretty range of incIo> 
liires on the lake, and the woods and lawns of Mucrufs, forming a laig^^pi^iM^ntory of 
thick wood, (hooting far into the lake. The mofl: aftive fancy can llt^cKl^hing in 
addition. Iflands of wood beyond feem to join it, and reaches of the lake^ brealung 
partly between, give the moft lively intermixture of water ; fix or feven ides and 
iflets form an accompaniment, fome are rocky, but with a flight vegetation, others con. 
tain groups of trees, and the whole thrown into forms, which would furnifli new ideaSi, 
fo a painter. Farther is a chain of wooded iflands, which alfo appear to join the main- 
land, with an offspring of leffer ones fcattcred around. 

Arrived at Mr. Herbert’s at Mucrufs, to whofe friendly attention I owed my fuc- 
ceeding pleafurc. 'I'here have been fo many deferiptions of Killamey written by gen- 
tlemen who have refided fome time there, and feen it at every feafon, that for a palling 
traveller to attempt the like, would be in vain ; for this reafon I (hall give the mere 
journal of the remarks I made on the fpot, in the order I viewed the lake. 

September 27, walked into Mr. Herbart’s beautiful grounds, to Oroch’s hill, in the 
lawn that he has cleared from that profufion of Hones which lie under the wail ; the 
feene which this point commands is truly delicious ; the houfe is on the edge of the 
lawn, by a wood which covers the whole peninfula, fringes the (lope at your feet, and 
forms a beautiful (hore to the lake. I’omis and Glena are vaft mountainous maffes of 
incredible magnificence, the outline foft and eafy in its fwells, whereas thofe above the 
eagle’s neft are of fo broken and abrupt an outline, that nothing can be imagined more 
favage, an afpeft horrid and fublime, that gives all the impreffions to be wilhed to 
ailonifli rather than pleafe the mind. The Turk exhibits noble features, and Manger- 
ton’s huge body rifes above the whole. The cultivated traefs towards Killarney, form 
a (hore in contrail to the terrific fccnes I have jull mentioned ; the diilant boundary of 
the lake, a vail ridge of diftant blue mountains towards Dingle. From hence entered 
tile garden, and viewed Mucrufs abbey, one of the mod interefiing fcencs I ever faw j 
it is the ruin of a confiderablo abbey, built in Henry the Vlth’s time, and fo entire, that 
if it were^more fo, though the building would Be more perfefl, the ruin would be lefs 
pleating ; it is half obfeured in the (hade bf fome venerable a(h trees ; ivy has given the 
pifturefque circumftance, which that plant alone can confer, while the broken walls and 
ruined turrets throw over it 

Tlie^aft raoiirnful graces of decays 

heaps of fculls and bones fcattcred about, with nettles, briars, and weeds fprou'ing in 
tufts from the loofe (lones, all unite to raife thofe melancholy imprelfions, which are the 
merit of fuch Iceiies, and which can fcarcely any where be felt more completely. The 
cloiftcrs form a difinal area, in the center of which grows the moft prodigious yew tree 
1 ever beheld, in one great (Icm, two feet diameter, and fourteen feet high, from whence 
a vldt head of branches fpreads on every fide, fo as to perform a {derfe^ canopy to the 
whole fpace ; 1 looked for its fit inhabitant, it is a fpor where 

The tnopmg owl doth to the moon^compIatn» 

This ruin is in the tniQ ftile in which all fuch buildings (houki.appeiur ; there is not an 
intruding circumllance, the band of* drefs has not touched it, melancholy is theimpref- 
fion which (pch feenes (bould kindle'and it is here raif^mo0;' powerfully. 

From the abbey we ptSMjtS the terrace, a natural one pf graft, on the very (hore of 
the lake; it is irregular atld winding ; a wall of rocks broken into faptafiic forms by 
the waves : on the other fide a wood, confining of all.forts ofplahts, which the climate 
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-can prote^l, ai^ through which a variety of walks are traced. The view from this terrace 
confifta ot many parts of various characters, but in their different ftiles complete ; the lalte 
opens a fpreading Iheet of water, fpotted by rocks and iflands, all but one or two wooded, 
the outlines of them arc (harp and' dillina ; nothing can be more fmiling than this 
fccne, foft and mild, a pcrfcti contraft of beauty to the fublimity of the mountains 
which form the fhore : thefe’rifc in an outline, fo varied, and at the fame time fo mag- 
nificent, that nothing greater can be imagined ; Tomys and Glena exhibit an immenfiiy 
in point of magnitude, but from a large hanging wood on the Hope, and from the 
fiiioothnefs of the general furface, it has nothing favage, w'hercas the mountains above 
and near the eagle’s neft are of the moll broken outlines ; the declivities are bulging 
rocks, of imnienfc fize, which feem to impend in horrid forms over the lake, and where 
an opening among them is caught, others of the fame rude charaQer rear their threat- 
ening heads. From diflerent parts of the terrace thefe feenes are viewed in iiuinbevlcfs 
varieties. • 

Returned to breakfaft, and purfued Mr. Herbert’s new road, which he has traced 
through the pcninfula to Dynis ifland, three miles in length ; and it is carrit^ in fo judi- 
cious a manner through a great variety of ground, rocky woods, lawns, &c. that notJiing 
can be more plettfing ; it paffes through a remarkable I'ceno of rocks, which are covered 
with woods ; from thence to the marble quarry, which Mr. Herbert is working ; and 
where he gains variety of marbles, green, red, white, and brown, prettily veined ; the 
quarry is a Ihore of rocks, which furround a bay of the lake, and forms a i'cene, conlilting 
of but few parts, but thofe ftrongly marked ; the rocks arc bold, and broken into flight 
caverns ; they are fringed with feattered trees, and from many parts of them wood 
Ihoots in that romantic manner, fo common at Killarney. Full in front, Turk moun- 
tain rifes wkli the proudeft outline, in that abrupt magniliccnCc which fills up the whole 
fpacc before one, and clofes the fccnc. 

I’he road leads by a place wltcre copper-mines were worked ; many fliafts appear ; 
as much ore was raifed as fold for twenty-five thoufand pounds, "but the vvorlu, were laid 
afide, more from ignol'ancc in the workmen, than any defetls in the mine. 

Came to the opening on the great lake, which appears to advantage here, the town 
of Killarney on the north-cafl fhore. Look full on the mountain Glena, which rifes in 
very bold manner, the hanging woods I'pread half way, and arc of great extent, and un- 
contmonly beautiful. Two very pleaftng feenes fuccecd, that to the left is a Imall bay, 
hemmed in by a neck of land in front ; the immediate flv^re rdeks, which are in a pic- 
turel'que ftile, and crowned entirely with arbutus, and other wood ; a pretty retired 
feene, wliere a variety of objeds give no fatigue to the eye. The other is an admirable 
mixture of the beautiful and fublime : a bare rock, of an alniofl regular figure, proje£ls 
from a headland into the lake, which, with much wood and highland,‘fbrms one fide of 
the feene, the othcT is wood from a rifiiig ground only; tjie lake open between, *in :t 
fhcet of no great extent, but in front is the hanging wood of Glena, which appears in 
full glory. • ■ _ ' * 

Mr. Herbert has built a handfome Gothic bridge, to unite the peninfula to the ifland 
of Brickcen, through the.arch of which the waters of the tiorth^and foyth lake llotv. It 
is a fpan of* twenty-feven feet, and ftjventeen high, and over it the road leads to that illand. 
From thence to Brickeen nearly hnilhed, and it is to bs’thrown acrofs bdttonr.ir.ta 
Dynifs. * . * . • 

Returned J^y the northjern path through a thick wood fdr fome dlftance, and caught 
a very agreeable view of Afh Ifland, feen through an opening, iyclofed on both fvdes 
with wood. Purfued tho wa^ from thefe grounds to Keelbeg, and viewed the bay of 
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the Devil’s liland, which is a beautiful one, inclofed by a (hore» to the right of very noble 
rocks in ledges and other forms, crowned in a ftriking manner with wood’; a little 
rocky iflet rifes in front ; to the left the water opens, and i'urk mountain rifes with that 
proud Aiperiority which attends him in all thefe feenes. 

The view of the promontory of Dindog, near this place, clofes this part of - the lake, 
and is indeed fingularly beautiful. It is a large rock, which Ihoots farlnto the vnater, 
of a height fufficient to be interefling, in full relief, fringed with a fcanty vegetation ; the 
fliore on whicl; you ftand bending to the right, as if to meet that rock', prefents a circu- 
lar fliade of dark wood : Turk (till the back ground, in a character of great fublimity, 
and hlangerton’s loftier fummit, but lefs imerelling outline, a pait of the feenery. 
Thefe view?, with others of lefs moment, are connefted by afucceliion of lawns break- 
ing among the wood, plealing the eye with lively verdure, and relieving it from the fa- 
tigue of the ftupondous mountain feenes. 

September 28. 'l ook boat on the lak^', from the promontory of Dindog before- men- 
tioned. I had been under a million of apprchenfions that I fltould fee no more of Kil- 
larncy ; for it blew a' furious ilorm all night, and in the morning the bofom ®f the lake 
heaved witli agitation, exhibiting few marks but thofc of anger. After breaktall it 
cleared up, the clouds dirpc-rlbd by degrees, the waves fubfided, the fun flioneout in all 
its fplendor ; every feene was gay, and no ideas but pleafure polVelTed the breaft. With 
thefe emotions faliicJ forth, nor did they difappoint us. 

Rowed under the rocky fltorc of Dindog, which is romantic to a great degree. The 
bafe, by the beating of the waves, is worn into caverns, fo that the heads of the rocks 
projeft confidt'rably beyond the bafe, and Ivang over in a manner which makes every 
part of it intcreAing. Following the coafl, open marble quarry bay, the fhore great 
fragments of rock tumblttl about in the wildcit manner. 

'I'he ifland of rocks againll the copper-mine fijore, a remarkable group. The fliorc 
near Cafemilan is of a dillerent nature ; it is wood in forne places, in unbroken malfes 
down to tlie WMter’s e'dge, in others divided from it by fmaller trails of rock. Come 
to a beautifCll land-locked bay, furroundod by a woody fliore, which, opening in places, 
Ihews oilier woods more retired. • Tomys is here viewed in a unity of form, wliich 
gives it an air of great magnificence. Turk was obfeured by the fun Ihining immedi- 
ately above him, and calling a,flre-jtm of burning light on the water, difplayed an clfcCl, 
to dercribe which the pencil of a Claude alone would be equal. Turn out of the bay, 
and gain a full view ot the lygle’s Nell, the mountains above it, and G lend, they form 
a perfeift contrail, the firll are rugged, but Glcna mild. Here ‘the fliore is a continued 
wood. 

Pal's the bridge, and crofs to Dynifs, an ifland Mr, Herbert has improved in the moft 
agreeable manner, by cutting walks through it, that command a variety of views. One of 
tlicftj paths on the banks of the channel to the upper lake, is fltetched wijh great tafte ; 
it is on one (ide walled with natural rocks, from the clefts of which flioot a thoufand fine 
.arbutus’s, that hang in a' rich foliage of flowers and fcarlet berries; a turf bench in a 
delicious fpot ; the feene clofe and fequcftcred, jull Enough to give every plealing idea 
annexed to retirement., , 

Palling the bridge, by a rapid dream, came pre{cntly to the Eagle’s Mfd : having 
vic\yed tMs r^'ck from places where 'it appears only a part of an object much greater 
than iifelf, I had conceived an Idea that it did not deforve the applaufe given it, but upon 
coming near, I was much furprized ; the approach is wondt-rlully fine, the river leads 
darcCtly to its foot, |nd does not give the turn till immediat^y under, by which means 
ihb view is much more grand than it could otherwile be ; it is nearly perpendicular, 
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and rifes in- fuch full majeftjr, \rith fo bold an outline, and fuch proje£ling inaiTes in it? 
centre, that the magnificence of the objeft is complete. The lower pant is covered 
with wood, and feattered trees climb almoll to the top, which (if trees can be amifs in 
Ireland) rather weaken the impreffion raifed by this noble rock ; this part is a hanging 
wood, or an obje£I whofe charafter is perfeft'beauty ; but the upper feene, the broken 
outline, rugged Tides, and bulging maifes, all arc fublime, and To powerful, that fubli* 
mity is the general impreffion of the whole, by overpowering the idea of beauty raifed 
by the wood. This immenfe height of the mountains of Killarney may be efiimated bv 
this rock j frbm any diftant place that commands it, it appears the loweft crag of a vaft 
chain-, and of no account ; but on a clofe approach it is found to command a very dif- 
ferent rofpeTl:. 

Pafs between the mountains called the Great Range, towards the upper lake. Here 
Turk, which hasfo long appeared with a figure perreftly interefting, is become, from 
a diflerent pofition, un unmeaning lump. Tli# reft of the mountains, as you pafs, al- 
fume a varied appearance, and are of a prodigious magnitude. The feenery in this 
channel is great and wild in all its features ; wood is very fcarce ; va(t rocks foern 
tnffed in confufion through the narrow vale, which is opened among the mountains for 
the river to pafs. Its banks are rocks in an hundred forms j the mountain fides are 
every where feattered with them. There is not a circumfiance but is in unifou with the 
wild grandeur of the fcone. 

Coleman's i', ye, a narrow pafs, opens a different feenery. Came to a region in which 
the beautiful and the great are mixed without offence. The iflands are molt of them 
thickly wooded ; Oak ifle in particular rifes on a pretty bafe, and is a moft beautifiil 
objedt : Mac Gllly Cuddy’s reeksS, with their broken points ; Baum, with his perfed 
cone ; the Pimple mountain, with hks broad and more regular head ; and Turk, having 
affumed'a new and more interefting afped, unite with the oppofite hilKs, part of which 
have fome wood left on them, to form a feene uncommonly llriking. Here you look 
back On a very peculiar fpot ; it is a parcel of rocks which crofs the lake, and form t 
gap that opens to diftant water, the whole backed by Turk, in a ftile of the highefl: 
grandeur. 

Come to Derry Ciirrily, which is a great fweep of mountain, covered partly with 
wood, hanging in a very noble manner, but part cut dc*vn, much of it mangled, and 
the reft inliabited by coopers, boat-builders, carpenters, and turners, a facrilegioiis tribe, 
who have turned the Dryadcs from their ancient habitatiwni. I’lie cafeade here Ls a 
fine one ; but paffed qui(^.ly from hence to feenes unmixed w'ith pain. 

Row to the duller of the Seven Iflandr, a little archipelago ; they rife very boldly 
from the water upon rocky bafes, and are crowned in the moil beautiful maimer with 
wood, among which arc a number of arbutys’s ; the channels among them opening to 
new fcencs, and the great amphitheatre of rock and mouiitain,that furround them, uifite 
to form a noble view. 

Into the river, at the very endbf the lake, which winds tov/ards Mac Gilly Cuddy’s 
Reeks in fanciful meanders. 

Returned by a courfe fomewhat different, througlj the Seven Iflands, ajij back to the 
Eagle’s Neff,»viewing the Iccnes alr£ady mentioned in new pofitlons. At that noble 
rock fired three carinpn for the echo, which indeed is prodigious j the repprt ‘does Mot 
confift of dire£l reverberations from one rock to another*wyih a paule betwci U, but has 
an exaft refemj)lance to a peal of thunder rattling behind the rock, as if travdliug’ihe 
whole feenery. we had viewed and loft in the immcnlity of Mac Gilly puddy’s Recks. ,• 

j; p 2 ■ Returning 
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The near approach to Tomys exhibits a fweep of wood, fo great in extent, and fo 
rich in foliage, that no perfon can fee without admiring it. The mountainous pa^t 
at)ove is fpon excluded by the approach ; wood alone is feen, and that in fuch a noble 
range, as to be greatly ftriking j it juft hollows into a bay, and in the of it Is a 

chaTm in the wood ; this is a bed of a conflderable ftream, which fdnlwIO'SuIlivan’s 
cafcadc. to which all ftrangers are conduced, as one of the principal beau'tfes of Killar-. 
ney. Landed to the right of it, and walked under the thick (hade of the wood, d^er a 
rocky declivity, clofe to the torrent ftream, which breaks impetuoudy from rock to rock, 
with a roar that kindles expe£hition. The pifture in your fancy will not exceed the 
reality ; a great ftream burns from the deep bofom of a wooded glen, hollowed into a 
retired recefs of rocks and trees, itfelf a moft pleafing and romantic fpot, were there 
not a drop of water : the firft fall is many feet perpendicularly over a rock, to the eye 
it immediately makes another, the bafon into which it pours being concealed ; from 
this bafon it forces itfelf impetuoudy betvveen two rocks : this fecond fall is alfo of a 
conflderable heiglu ; but the lower one, the third, is the moft conflderable, it idiies iii 
the fame manner from a bafon hid from the point of view. Thefe bafons being large, 
there appears a fpace of feveral yards between each fall, which adds much to the pit^lu- 
rcfque feenery ; the whole is within an arch of wood, that hangs over it ; the quantity 
of water is fo conflderable as to make an almoft deafening noife, and uniting with the 
torrent below, where the fragments of rock are large and numerous, throM' an air of 
grandeur over the whole. It is about feventy feet high. Coaft from hence the woody 
(horcs of Tomys tnd Glena, they are upon the whole much the moft beautiful ones I 
have any where feen ; Glena woods having more oak, and fome arbutus’s, are the 
iiner and deeper (hades j Tomys has a great quantiiy of birch, w'hofc foliage is not fo 
luxuriant. The reader ma,y figure to himfclf what thefe woods are, whe^^^ is in- 
formed that they fill an unbroken extent of fix miles in length, and from half a mflo''J»>a 
mile and a half in breadth^ all hanging on the fides of two vaft mountains, and coming 
down with a full robe of* rich luxuriance to the very water’s edge. The acclivity of 
thefe hills is fuch, that every tree appears full to the eye*. The variety of the ground 
is great j in fome places great fwcllsdn the mountain fide, with correfponding hollows, 
prefent concave and convex inalTes ; in others, confidcrable ridges of land and rock 
rife from the fweep, and oll'er to the aftonifhed eye yet other varieties of (hade. Smaller 
mountains rife regidarly from the immenfe bofom of the larger, and hold forth their 
fylvan heads, backcvl by«yct higher woods. To give all the varieties of this immenfe 
I'ccnery of foreft is impolTible. Above the whole is a prodigious mafs of mountain, of 
a gently fwclling outline jand foft appearance, varying as the fun or clouds change their 
pofition, but never becoming .rugged or threatening to the eye. 

The variations are beft feen by rowing near the fliore, when every ftroke of the oar 
gives a new outline, and freflt tints to pleafe the eye : but for one great imprefiion, row 
about two miles from the llioi*e of Glena ; at that diflancc the inequalities in the furface 
arc no longer feen, but the eye is filled with fo immenfe a range of wood, crowned 
with a mountain in perfedl; unifon with itfelf, that obj^cls, whofe charafter is tliat ef 
beauty, are here, from their magnitude, truly magnificent, and attended witlj a moft 
forcible expreffion? — Returned to Muefufs. * 

September 30 . This morning I had dedicated to*the afeent of Mangerton, but his 
head was fo enflirouded in cIouds,«nd.the weather fo bjiifJjj' that I w^ts forced to give up 
the fchqnie : Mr. Herbert has nicafured him with veiy^ciirate inftruments,. of whicli 
he has a great collcQion, and found hk height eight hundred and thirty-five yards above 
the level of the fea. The Dcviljs Punch-bo« 1, from the dffer^tion 1 had of it, muft 

be 
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Ke the crater of an exhaufted volcano: there are many fignsiof them about Killamey, 
particularly vaft rocks on the fides of mountains, in ftrcams, as if they had rolled frotn 
the top in one direction. Brown ftone rocks are alfo fometiriies found on mne>qukrries, 
tolTed thither .perhaps in fome vaft eruption. 

In my 'ws^^roth Killarney to Caftle Ifland rode into Lord Kenmare’s park, frbnt 
whence there 15 another beautiful view of the lake, different from many of the preced- 
;*there is a broad margin of cultivated country at your feet, to lead the eye gra- 
dually in the lake, which exhibits her iflands to this point more dillin£tly than to any 
other, and the back grounds of the mountains of Glena and Tomys give a bold relief. 

Upon the whole, Killarney, among the lakes that 1 have feon, can fcafcely be faid to 
have a rival. The extent of water in Loch Karne is much greater, the iflands more 
numerous, and fome feenes near Caftle C'aUwell of perhaps as great magnificence. The 
rocks at Kefwick are more fublime, and other lakes may have circumltances in which 
they are fuperior ; but when we confider the prodigious w’oods of Killarney ; the im- 
mcnfity of the mountains ; the uncommon beauty of the promontory of Mucrufs, and 
the ille of Innislallen ; the charader of the iflands; tlu* lingular circumftance of the 
arbutus, and the uncommon echoes, it will appear, upon t!ie whole, to be in reality fu- 
perior to all comparifon. 

Before Lquit it I have one other obfervation to make, which is relative to the want 
of accommodations and extravagant expence of ftrangers refiding at Killarney. I fpcak 
it not at all feelingly, thanks to Mr. Herbert’s hofpitality, but from the accounts given 
me : the inns are miferable, and the lodgings little better. I am fihpnfed fomebody 
with a good capital docs not procure a large well built inn, to be eredfed on the imine- 
diate fliorc of the lake, in an agreeable fituafion, at a diltance from the town ; there 
are very few places where fuch an one would anfwcr better, there ought to be mnnerou.s 
aq;l»jjikn:r^artmeuts. A large rendexvous-room for billiards, cards, dancing, mufic, 
&c. to whicli the company might refort when they chofe it ; an ordinary for thole that 
liked dining in public ; boats of all forts, nets for fifliing, iftid as great q variety of 
amufemenls as could be colletled, crpecially within doors ; for the climate being very 
rainy, travellers wait with great impatience in a dirty common inn, which they would 
not do if they were in the midft of fucli accommodations as they meet w'ith at an £ng- 
lifli Spa. But above all, the prices of every thing, from a room and a dinner to a barge 
and a band of mufic, to be reafonable, and hung up m every part of the houfc ; the 
refort of ftrangers to Killarney would then bo much increalod,smd their flay would be 
greatly prolonged ; tllVy would not view it poft-haftc, and fly away the lirft moment 
to avoid dirt and impofitioii. A man with a good capital and fome ingenuity would, I 
think, make a fortune by fixing here upon fuch principles. 

The ftate of the poor in the whole county of Kerry ivprefeiited as exceedingly mife- 
rable, and owing tef the conduct of men of property, who arc apt to lay the blame on 
what they call land pirates, or men who otter the highelT rent, and who, in order to 
pay this rent, mutt aqd cj.o i^e-I^t all the cabin lands at an extravagant rife, which 
afligning over all the cabins to*be devoured by one farmer. The cottars on a farm 
cannot go from one to another, in order to find 41 good mailer, as in England ; for all 
the country is in the fame lyftcm,^nd no red refs to be f()und : fuch bUng the cafe, the 
farmers are enabled to charge the upce of labobr as low as they pleafe, and rate the 
land as high as they like. This is an evil which oppreffes them cru(?lly * and tterfainly 
has its origin in its landlords When tliey fet their farms, fetting all the cabins w ith .them, 
inftead of keeping them tenants to theinfelvcs. 'I'he oppreflion is, the farmer valupig 
the labobr of the poor at fcyirpence or fivepence a day> and paytng that in land rated 

much 
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much 'above its value ; owing to this the poor are depreffed ; they live upon potatoes 
ar.d four milk, and the poorelt of them only fait and water to them, with now and then 
a herring. I'heir milk is bought j for very few keep cows, fcarce any pigs, but a tew 
poultry. Their circumltances are incomparably worfe than they were twenty years ago ; 
for they had all cows, but then they wore no linen : all now have a little To 

tbefe evils have been owing emigrations, which have been confiderable. • 

To the well: of Tralee are the Mahagree iHands, famous for their corn produdis ;* 
they are rock and faiid, flocked with rabbits ; near them a fandy tradl, twelve miles 
long, and one mile broad, to the north, with the mountains to the fouth, famous for the 
bell wheat in Kerry ; all under the plough. 

Arriving at Ardfert, Lord Crofby, whofe politenefs 1 have every reafon to remember, 
was fo obliging as to carry me by one of the fincll Ib ands I ever rode upon, to view 
the mouth of the Sliannon at Ballengary, the feite of an old fort : it is a vaft rock, fe- 
parated from the country by a chafm of prodigious depth, through which the waves 
drive. The rocks of the coaft here are in the baldofl ftile, and hollowed by the furious 
Atlantic waves into caverns in which they roar. It was a dead calm, yet the fwell was 
fo heavy, that the great waves rolled in and broke upon the rocks with fuch violence 
as to raife an inunenle loam, and give one an idea of what a florin w'ould be, but fancy 
rarely falls fhort in her piilures. The view of the Shannon is exceedingly, noble ; it is 
eight miles over, the mouth formed by two headlands of very high and bold clifis, and 
the reach of the river in view very cxtenfive : it is an immenfc feenery ; perhaps the 
nobleft mouth alia river in Europe. 

Ardfert is very near the fca, fo near it that flngle trees or rows arc cut in pieces 
with the wind, yet about Lord Glendour’s houlb there are extenfive plantations ex- 
ceedingly flourilhing, matt}' fine afli and beech ; about a beautiful Ciftertian abbey, and 
a filver lir of forty-eight years growth, of an immenfe height and fize. 

October 3, leit Ardfert, accompanying Lord Crofby to Liflowel. Called in the way 
to view Lixnaw, the aiKient feat of the Earls of Kerry, but deferted for ten years paft, 
and now prefonls fo melancholy a feene of defolation, that it fhocked me to fee it. 
Every thing around lies in ruin, and the houfe itfelf is going fall oft' by thieving depre- 
dations of the neighbourhood. I was told a curious anecdote of this eilatc, which 
fhews w'onderJully the improvement of Ireland : the prefent Earl of Kerry’s grand- 
father, Thomas, agreed to leale the whole ell ate for 1500I. a year to a Mr. Collis for 
ever, but the bargain went oft' upon a difpute whether the money fliould be paid at Cork 
or Dublin. Thofe very land^ are now let at 2o,oool. a year. There is yet a good deal 
of wood, particularly a. fine alh grove, planted by the prefent Earl of Shelburne’s 
father. 

Proceeded to Woodford, Robert Fitzgerald’s, Efq., pafllng Liflowel bridge, the vale 
leading to it is very fine, the river is broad, the lands high, and one*fide a very extenfive 
hanging wood, opening on thole of Woodford in a pleafing flile. 

Woodford is an agreeable fccnc ; clofe to the houfo is a fine winding river under a 
Dank of thick wood, with the view of an old caftle hanging over it. 

In 1765, Mr. Fitzgerald was travulfing from (fonftaniinople to Warfaw, and a wag- 
gon with his baggage heavily laden overfet j the country people harnefled t)vo bufi’aloes 
by tt\e horns, in order to draw it overjr which thei|||di’d with cafe. In fome very inllruc- 
tive tonverfafioik I had with thw gentleman on ^ fubjefl: of his travels, this circum- 
flanct^ particularly flruck me. ' 

October 4, from Woodford to Tarbat, tlie feat of Edward Leflie, EC^., through a 
country rather dreary, till it game upon Tarbat, which ip fo much the contrary that it 

appeared 
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vppeami to the higheft advantage ; the houfe is ori the edge of a beautiful lawn, witH* 
a tbi^ tnargin of full-gro'vtn wood, hanging on a fteep bank to the Shannon, fo 
the river'is fecn from the houfe over the tops of this wood, which b«ng of a broken ir- 
regular outline has an efletit very ftriking and uncommon ; the river is two or three 
utiles broad here, and the oppofite coail forms a promontory which has from Tarbat ex- 
actly the appearance of a large illand. To the eaft, the river fwells into a triangular 
lake, with a reach opening at the diftant corner of it to Limerick : the union of wood, 
water, and lawn forms upon the whole a very fine feene ; the river is very magnifi. 
cent. From the hill oii the coail above the ifland, the lawn and wood appear all'o 
to great advantage. But the fineil point of view is from the higher l\jU on the other 
fide of the houfe, which looking down on all thefe feenes, they appear as a beautiful 
ornament to the Shannon, which fpreads forth its proud courfe from two to nine miles 
wide, furrounded by highlands ; a feenery truly magnificent. 

The ftate of the poor is fomething better than it was twenty years ago, particularly 
their cloathing, cattle, and cabins. They live upon potatoes and milk ; all have cows, 
and when they dry them, buy others. They allb have butter, and moft of them keep 
pigs, killing them for thek own ufc. They liave alfo herrings. I'hey are in general in 
the cottar iyfiem, of paying for labour by afligning foine land to each cabin. The 
country is greatly more populous than twenty years ago, and is now increafing ; and if 
ever fo many cabins were built by a gradual increafe, tenants would be found ror them. 
A cabin and five acres of land will let for 4L a year. The indufirious cottar, with two, 
three, or four acres, would be exceedingly glad to have his time to ^timfelf, and have 
fuch an annual addition of land as he was able to manage, paying a fair rent for it ) 
none would decline dt but the idle and worthlefs. 

Tythes are all annually valued by the proftors, and charged very high. There are 
oail'" CiMiiinon about one hundred boats employed in bringing turf to Limerick from 
tl!e coail of Kerry and'Clare, and in filhing; the former carry from twenty to twenty-five 
tons, the latter from five to ten, and are navigated each by twe* men and a twy. 

0£lober 5, paflfed through a very unentertaining country (except for a few miles on 
the bank of the Shannon) to Altavilla, but Mr. Bateman being from home, I was difap- 
poiiited in getting an acount of the palatines fettled in his neigbourhood. Kept the road 
to Adair, where Mrs. Quin, with a politenefs equalled only by her underflanding, pro- 
cured me every intelligence I wifhed for. 

Palatines were fettled here by the late Lord Southwell about feventy years ago. 

They preferve feme of their German cuRoms : fleep*betwcen two beds. They ap- 
point a burgtmiafter, to whom they appeal in calc of all difputes ; and they yet preferve 
their languaj^c, but that is declining. They are very induflrious, and in amfequence 
are much happier and better fed, cloathcd, and lodged than the Irilh peafants. We 
mufl not, however, conclude from hence that all is owing to this, their being inde- 
pendent farmers, and having leafes, are circumllances Vrhich will create indullry. 
Their crops are much better than thofe of their neighbours. There are three villages 
of them, about feventy families ki all. For fome time after they flktled they fed upon 
four crout, but by degrees left it oil', and took tt^ potatoes ; but now fubfiil upon them 
and butter and milk, but with atgreat deal of «at bread,* arfd fomcf of wheat, fome 
meat and fowls, -of which they raifMnany. They have rH offices to their hpufes, that 
is, Rabies and cow-houfes, and a lo^e for their ploughs, &c. They keep thejr'cows 
in the houfe in winter, feedmg them upon hay and oat Rraw. They are remarkable 
for the goodnefs and cleanlinefe of their houfes. The women are very indTuRriqus, 
reap th#lcom, plough the grpund fometimes, and do wl^tever wtfrk may be going on ; 
yofc. in. 5 9 they 



VOUMg’s Tova IH IRCLAMD. 


tiiey alio fpni^ an4 ma^e their children do the fame. Their wheat is much better than 
•■yin the country, iufomuch that they get a better price than any body elfe. Their 
{nduftry. goes ib &r> that jocular reports of its excels are fprcad : in a very pinching 
fiafon, one of them yoked bis wife againil a horfe, and went in that manner to work, 
and finiihed a journey at plough. The induftry of the women is a perfe£k con- 
trail to the Iriili ladies in the cabins, who cannot be perfuaded, on ahy confidera- 
tion, even to make hay ; it not being the cuflom of the country ; yet they bind 
corn, and do other works more laborious. Mrs. Quin, who is ever attentive to 
introduce whatever can contribute to their welfare and happinefs, offered many pre- 
miums to indtKC them to make hay, of hats, cloaks, ftockings, &c. &c. but all 
would not do. 

Few places have fo much wood about them as Adair: Mr. Quin has above one thou- 
fand acres in his hands, in which a large proportion is under wood. ' The deer park of 
four hundred acres is almuff full of old oak and very fine thorns, of a great fize ; and 
about the houfe, the plantations arc very extenfive, of elm and other wood, but that 
thrives better than any other fort. I have no where feen finer than vail numbers here. 
There is a fine river runs under the houfe, and within view are no lefs than three ruins 
of Francifean friaries, two of them remakably beautiful, and one has mod of the parts 
perfeft, except the roof. 

In Mr. Quin’s houfe, there are fome very good pictures, particularly an anunciation, 
by Duininicino, which is a beautiful piece. It was brought lately from Italy by Mr. Quin, 
junior. The colours arc rich and mellow, and the hairs of the heads inimitably pleaf- 
ing } the group of angels at the top, to the left of the piece, are very natural. It is a 
piece of great merit. The companion is a Magdalen ; the expreffion of melancholy, or 
rather mifery, remarkably firong. There is a gloom in the whole in full uni fon w ith the 
fubje£f. There are, bcfides tliefe, fome others inferior, yet of merit, and twfT^’S^T’gs.gd 
portraits of Ford Dartry, (Mrs. Quin’s brother,) and of Mr. Quin, junior, by Pompeio 
Battnni. A piece in amuncommon fiyie, done'on oak, of Either and Ahafuerus: the 
colours taw'dry, but the grouping attitudes and efl'eft pieafing. 

Caille Oliver is a place almoli entirely of Mr. Oliver’s creation ; from a houfe, fur- 
rounded with cabins and rubbifli, he has fixed it in a fine lawn, furrounded by good 
wood. The park he has very much improved on an excellent plan ; by means of feven 
feet hurdles he fences off part of it that wants to be cleaned or improved, thefe he culti- 
vate.s, and leaves for grsfs, and then takes another fpot, which is by much the bed way 
of doing it. ' In the park is a ^len, an Engliih mile long, winding in a pieafing manner, 
with much wood hanging on the banks. Mr. Oliver has conduced a ftream through 
this vale, and formed many little water-falls in an exceedingly good talle, chiefly over- 
hung with wood, but in fome places open with fevcral little rills, trickling over ftones 
dowi\ the flopcs. A path winds through a large wood and along the brow of the 
glen; this path leads to an' hermitage, a cave of rock, in a good tafte, and to fome 
benches, from which the views of the water and wood,ai'e in the.fequettcred ftyle they 
dught to be. One'tef thefe little views, which catches feveral falls under the arch of 
the bridge, is one of the prettieft touches of the kind I have feen. The vale beneath 
the houfe, when viewed 'froln the higher grounds, is'pleafing ; it is very wflt wooded, 
there being many inclofurcs, fiirroundcd by pinGu|tees, and a thick fine mafs of wood 
rifes from them up the mountain fide, makes a v^7 good figure, and would be better, 
had npi Mr. Oliver’s father cift it into villas for ihooting, »Upon the whole, the place 
. is highly improved, and when the mountains are planted, in which Mr. Oliver i^naking 
a c{tnfidcrable progrefe, it will be magnificent. 


In 
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In the h6ufe are fcvcral fine pictures, particularly five pieces by Seb. Ricci, Venus 

and jdEneas ; ApoHo and Pan ; Venus and Achilles ; and Pyrrhus and Andromache, oy 
Lazzerini ; and the rape of the I^apithi by the centaurs ; the lad is by much the firiefr, 
and is a very capital piece ; the oxpreflion is ftronjf, the figures are in bold relief, and 
the colouring good. Venus and Achilles is a pleadug pifture ; the continence of Scipio 
„is«rell grouped, but Scipio, as in every pifturc I ever liiv/ of him, has no expredion. 
Indeed chaftity is in the countenance fo pajftve a virtue as not to be at all fuited to the 
genius of painting 5 the idea is rather that of infipidity, and accordingly Scipio’s exp; T- 
fion is generally inopid enough. Two fine pieces, by Lucca Joriiaiic, Hercules and 
Anteus; Sanipfon killing the lion : both dark and horrid, but they arc highly finilhed, 
and ftriWng. Six heads of old men, by Nagori, excellent ; and four ycang women, in 
the character of the foafons. 

Oftober 9, left Caftlo Oliver. Had I followed my inclination, my day would have 
been much longer, for I fouinl it equally tlje refidence of entertainment and indruc- 
tion. -Paffed through Kilfeiuian and Duntreleague, in ir.y way to I’ippcrary. The 
road loads every where on (lie fides of the hills, fo as to give a very didind view of the 
lower grounds ; the foil all the way is the fame fort of fandy rcddifli loam I have already 
defcribei', incomparable land for tillage : as I advanced it grew fomething lighter, and 
in many places free from gravel. Bullocks the dock all the way. Towards Tipperary 
I faw vad numbers of dieep, and many bullocks. All this line of country is part of the 
famous golden vale. To Thomas-town, where I was fo unfortunate as not to find Mr. 
Matthew at home ; the domain is one thoufand five hundred Englilh acres, fo well 
planted, that I could hardly believe myfelf in Ireland. T'herc is a hill in the park from, 
which the view of it, the country and the Galties, are drikin<T. 

Odqbgr^iath, to Lord de Montalt’s, at Dundrum, a pl^e which his Lordlhip*Ttas 
o{;(Hfe!^t^in the modern dyle of improvement : the houfe was fitunted in the middof 
all the regular exertions of the lad age. Parterres, parapets of earth, draight walks, 
knots and dipt hedges, all which he has thrown down, with an infinite number of hedges 
and ditches, filled up ponds, &c. and opened one very noble lawn around him, fcattere J 
negligently over with trees, and cleared the courfe of a choaked up river, fo that it flows 
at prefent in a winding courfe through the grounds, 

Odober 13, leaving Dundrum, pafled through Cafliel, where is a rock and ruin on 
it, called the rock of Cafliel, fuppofed to be of the remoted antiquity. Towards Clon- 
mell, the whole way through the fame rich vein of red fajidy lo5m I have fo often men^ 
tioned : I examined it* in fcvcral fields, and found it to be of an extraordinary fertility, 
and as fine turnip land as ever 1 faw'. It is much under flieep j but towards Cionmell 
there is a great deal of tillage. 

The firll view of that town, backed by a high ridge of mountains, with a beautiful 
fpace near it of indlofurcs, fringed with a fcattering of trees, was very pleafing. • It is 
the bell fituated place in the county of Tipperary, on the Sure, which brings up boats 
of ten tons burthen. . It appears to be a bufy populous place, yet I was told that tljp 
manul'afliire of woollens is not clinfiderablc. It is noted for being the birth-place of the 
inimitable Sterne. . . • , 

To Sir*William Olborne’s, thr^ miles the other fide Cionmell. From a charaftcr fo 
remarkable for intelligence and pre4[|on, 1 could not fail of meeting informtition*j)f the 
mod valuable kind. This gentlemen has made a mouiA.yn improveindnt which demands 
particular attention, being upon a principle very did'erent from common ones. , • 

Twej^e years ago he met with a hearty looking fellow of'I'orty, followed by a wifo^and * 
fix children in rags, who begged. Sir William quedioned him upon the fcandal of a mafn in 

’ 5 Q i 
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full health and vigour, fupporting hitnfeff in fuch a manner : the man faid he could get 
n6 work : ** ^ome along with me, I will (hew you a fpot of land upon which I will build 
a cabin lor you, and if you like it you (hall fix there.” The fellow followed Sir William^ 
who was as good as his word : he built him a cabin, gave him five acres of a heathy moun- 
tain, lent him four pounds to flock with, and gave him, when he had prepared his 
ground, as much lime as he would come for. The fellow flourifhed ;* he went 00', 
gradually ; repaid the four pound.s, and prefently became a happy little cottar : he has at 
prefent twelve acres under cultivation, and a flock in trade worth at leaf! 80I., his name 


is John Conory. 

The fuccefs .which attended this man in two or three years, brought others who ap- 
plied for land, and Sir William gave them as they applied. The mountaiu was under 
leafe to a tenant, who valued it fo little, that upon being reproached with not cultivating, 
or doing fomething with it, he afTured Sir Williansi, that it was utterly impra£licable to 
do any thing with it, and offered it to hiip without any dedu£lion of rent. Upon thisi 
mountain he fixed them; gave them terms as they came determinable with the leafe o£ 
the farm, fo that cve^ one that came in fucceflion had fliortcr and fhortcr tenures ; yet; 
are they fo defirous of fettling, that they come at prefent, though only two years remain, 
for a term. 


In this manner Sir William has fixed twenty>two families, who are all upon the im- 
proving hand, the meanefl growing richer and find themfelves fo well off, that no con- 
iideration will induce them to work for others, not even in harvefl : their induflry haa 
no bounds ; nor is the day long enough for the revolution of their inceffant labour. 
Some of them bring turf to Cloninell, and Sir William has feen Conory returning loaded; 
with foap afhes. 

He found it difficult to perfiude them to make a road to their village, bu^hro they 
had once done it, he found none in getting crofs roads to it, they foum fucir6Slnff)l.4,n^ 
the firfl. Sir William has continued to give whatever lime they come for ; and they 
have defired onethoufaiK) barrels among them for the year 1766, which their landlord 
has accordingly contrafled for with his lime-burner, at iid. a barrel. Their houfes- 
have all been built at his expcncc, and done by contrafl at 61 . each, after which they> 
raife what little offices they want for themfelves. 

Odober 1 5, left New Town, and keeping on the banks of the Sure, pafTcd through 
Carrick to Curraghmore, the feat of the Earl of Tyrone. I’his line of country, in; 
point of foil, inferior t^what I have of late gone through : fo that 1 confider the rich 
country to end at Clonmell. * * 

Emigrations frj»m this, part of Ireland principally to Newfoundland for a feafon 
they have 18I. or 20I. for their pay, and are maintained, but they do. not bring home- 
more than 7I. to iil. Some of them flay and fettle; three years ago there was an 
emigrriion of indented fervants to North Carolina of three bundled, but they were, 
(topped by contrary winds, &c. There had been fomething of this conflantly, but not; 
to tlut amount. The oppreffion which the poor people have mod to complain of, b- 
the not having any tenures in their lands, by which mbans they are entirely fubjedt to- 
their employers. 

Manufaftures hfere are "only woollens. Carrick is iSneof the greated mamiVa£luring' 
towns in Ireland. Principally for ratteens, but of they have got into broad-cloths, all* 
for hotne confutnption ; the manu(a£lure increafes, and is very douridiing. '('here are be- 
tween t.hree and four hundred people employed by it, in Carrick and its neighbourhood*. 
• Curra^more is one of the fined places in Ireland, or indeed that I have' any where 
feCnl* The houfe, wbkb is lar^, is fituated upon a riling ground, in a vale furrounded 
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hy very bold hills, vrhtch rife in a variety of forms and offer to the eye, in rifing 
throum the erounds, very noble and Unking fcenes. Thefe hills arc exceedingly va- 
ried, fo that the detour of the place is very pleafing. In order to fee it t6 advantage,. 

I would advife a traveller to take the ride which Lord Tyrone carried me. Pafled 
through the deer>park wood of old oaks, fpread^over the fide of a bold hill, and of fuch 
an extent, that the feene is a truly foreft one, without any other boundary in view than 
What the ftems of trees offer from mere extent, retiring one behind another till they 
thicken fo much to the eye, under the lhade of their fpreading tops, as to fofm a diUant 
wall of wood. This is a fort of feene not common in Ireland, it is a great extent alone 
that will give it. From this hill enter an ever-green plantation, a feene which winds up 
the deer-park hill, and opens on to the brow of it, which commands a mfifl noble view 
indeed. The lawns round the houfe appear at one’s feet, at the bottom of a great decli- 
vity of wood, almoft every where furrounded by plantations. The hills on the oppofitc 
fide of the vale againfl the houfe, confift of a large lawn in the center of the two woods, 
that to the right of an immenfe extent, whiclf waves over a mountain fide in the fineft 
manner ima^'iable, and lead the eye to the feenery on the left, which is a beautiful vale 
of rich inclofures, of fevcral miles extent, with the Sure making one gr'eat reach through 
it, and a bold bend juft before it enters a gap in the hills towards Waterford, and winds • 
behind them ; to the right you look over a large plain, backed by the great Cummeragh 
mountains. For a diftind extent of view, the parts of which are all of a commanding, 
magnitude, and a variety equal to the number, very few profpeds are finer than this. 

From hence the boundary plantation extends foine miles to the weft and north-weft of 
the domain, forming a margin to the whole of different growths, having been planted, by 
degrees, from three to fixteen years. It is in general well grown, and the trees thriven ex- 
ceedingly, particularly the oak, beech, .4arch, and firs. It js very well iketched, with . 
mueb^U^’y given to it. 

fPafs by tlie garden acrofs the river which murmurs over a rocky bed, and follow the 
riding up a fteep hjll,. covered with wood from fome breaks, in which the houle appears- 
perfedly buried in a deep wood, and come out, after a confiderable extent 'df ride, into- 
the higher lawn, which commands a view of the fc-enery about the houfe ; and from the 
brow of the hill the water, which is made to imitate a’river, has a good effe£f, and throws- 
a great air of cheerfulnefs over the feene, for from hence the declivity below it is hid ; 
but the view, which is the moft pleafing from hence, the fineft at Curraghmoor, and in- 
deed one of the moft ftriking that is any where to be feui, is that of the hanging wood to 
the right of the houfe, rifing in fo noble a fweep as perfectly to fill the eye, and leave 
the fancy fcarce any thing to wifti : at the bottom is a fmall femicircular lawn around 
which flows the river, under the immediate lhade of very noble oaks ; the whole wood 
rifes boldly from the bottom, tree above tree, to a vaft height, of large oak, the maffes of 
(hade are but tints of one colour, it is not chequered wit^ a variety, there is a mjjcftio 
fimplicity, a unity in the whole, which is attended with an* uncommon impreffion, and 
fuch as none but the moft magnificent fcenes can raife. 

Dcfcending from Hence thro\;q'h the roads, the riding croffes the river, paffes through 
the meadow, which has fuch an effc£l in the preceding feene, from which alfo the view is 
very Hnetand leads home througl^a continued and an extenfivt* range of fine oak, partly ' 
on a decliinty, at the bottom of i^ich the river jmurmurs its broken courfe^ 

Befides this noble riding, there"^ a very agreeable walk runs iipmediately on the 
banks of the river, which is perfe^ in its llyle } it is a fequeftered line of wood,* fo ftigh 
on the declivities in fome places, and fo thick on the very e<ige in others, overfpKuJing * 
the river,, that the chara&er of tb&fcene is gloom and nxelanch«)ly, heightened b/ the 
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nbife bf the water falling from ftone to ftone ; there is a confiderable variety in the 
banks of if, and in the figures and growth of the wood, but none that hurts the im- 
preflion, wh?ch is well preferved throughout. 

O£tober 17, accompanied Lord Tyrone to Waterford ; made fome inquiries into the 
ftatc of their trade, but found it difficult, from the method in which the cuflom-houfe 
books are kept, to get the details I wifhed ; but in the year following havihg Uir pleafurc 
of a long vifit at Ballycanvan, the' feat of Cornelius Bolton, Efq., his fou, the member 
for the city,* procured me every information I could wifh, and that in fo liberal and po- 
lite a manner, that it would not be cafy to exprefs the obligations I am under to both. 
In general, I was informed, that the trade of the place had increafed confiderably in 
ten years, bofh the exports and imports. The exports of the produSs of pafturage, 
full one-third in twelve years. That the ftaple trade of the place is the Newfoundland 
trade ; this is very much increafed ; there is more of it here than any where. The 
number of people who go paflengers in the Newfoundland fhips is amazing : from fixty 
to eighty fhips, and from three thoufand’to five thoufand annually. They come from 
moft parts of Ireland, from Corko, Kerry, &c. . Experienced men will get 18I. to 25I. 
for the feafon, ffom March to November ; a man who never went will have five to 
feven pounds, and his paffage, and others rife to 20I. the paflage out they get, but pay 
home two pounds. An induftrious man in a year will bring home twelve to fixteen 
pounds with him, and fome more. A great point for them is to be able to carry out 
all their flops, for every thing there is exceedingly dear, one or two hundred per cent, 
dearer than they can get them at home. They are not allowed to take out any woollen 
goods but for their own ufe. The fliips go loaded with pork, beef, butter, and fome 
fait ; and bring home paflengers, or get freights where they can : fometimes rum. The 
Waterford pork comes principally from the barony of iverk in Kilkenny, whe re they 
fatten great numbers of large hogs j for many weeks together they kill b^f^Nirc^o 
four thoufand a week, the price fifty (hillings to four pounds each ; goes chiefly to New- 
foundland. One was hilled in Mr. Penr«)le’s c’ellar, that weighed five hundred weight 
and a quarter, and meafured from the nofe to the end of the tail, nine feet four inches. 

There is a foundery at Waterford for pots, kettles, weights, and all common utenfils ; 
and a manufaftory by Meffieurs King and Tegent, of anvils to anchors, twenty hundred 
weight, &c. which employs forty hands. Smiths earn from 6s. to 24s. a week. Nai- 
lers from 10s. to 1 2s. And another lefs confiderable. There are two fugar-houfes, and 
many falt-houfes. Tht^ fait is boiled over lime-kilns. 

There is a fifhery upon the V'oaft of Waterford, for a great variety of fifh, herrings 
particularly in the mouth of Waterford harbour, and two years ago in fuch quanti- 
ties there, that the tides left . the ditches full of them There are fome premium 
boats both here and at Dungarvon, but the quantity of herrings barrelled is not con- 
lidera}}le. » 

U'he butter trade of Waterford has increafed greatly for feven years paft ; it comes 
from Waterford 'principally, but much from Carlow ; for it combes from twenty miles 
blyond Carlow, for fixpcnceper hundred. From th^'ift of January 1774 to the ift 
of January 1775, there were exported fifty-nine thoufand eight hundred and fifty-fix 
calks of butter, each, oil art average, oone hundred weight, at the mean prjdb of 50s. 
Revenue of Waterford, 1751., 17,00®!.; 1776, 52^000!. The flaughter trade has 
increafed, but<not;fu much as t^e butter. Price of butter now at Waterford 58s. ; 
twenty yVars* average, 42s. Beef now to 25s., average, twenty years, los. to i8s. 
.Pork nbv(f 30s., average, twenty years, 16s. to alas.’ Eighty fiiil of (hips nbw belong- 
ing ^ the port, twenty years ago not thirty, Thby p 4 y to the captains of ihip of tw6 
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hundred tons 5I. a month ; the mate 3I. los. Ten men at 40s., five years ago onlji 
275. Building (hips, lol. a ton. Wear and tear of fuch a (hip 20I. a month. Ship 
provifions 20s. a month. 

The new church in this city is a very beautiful one ; the body of it is in the fame 
ftile exaflly as that of Belfaft already deferibed ; the total length one hundred and fe- 
vcniy feet, the breadth fifty-eight. The length of the body of the church ninety-two, 
the heighth forty ; breadth between the pillars twenty-fix. The ille (which I do not 
remembef at Belfaft^ is fifty-eight by forty-five. A room on one fide the ftccple, fpace 
for the bifliop’s court, twenty-lour by eighteen ; on the other fide, a room of the fame 
fize for the vellry ; and twenty-eight feet fquare left for a ftecple when tJTeir funds will 
permit. The whole is light and beautiful : it was built by fubfeription, and there is a 
fine organ befpoke at London. But t!te fmcll objeft in this city is the quay, which is 
unrivalled by any I have fecn ; it is an linglilh mile long ; the buildings on it are only 
common houfes, but the river is near a mile dver, Hows up to the town in one noble 
reach, and the oppofite (liore a bold hill, which riles immediately from the water to 
a heighth that renders the whole magnificent. This is fcattcred with Tome wood, and 
divided into pallures of a beautiful verdure, by hedges. 1 crolLd the water, in order 
to walk up the rocks on the top t)f this hill ; in one place over again!! Bilberry quarry, 
you look immediately down on the river, which flows in noble reaches from Granny 
caftlc on the right palt Cromwell’s rock, the Ihores on both lides quite fteep, cfpccially 
the rock of Bilberry. You look over the whole town, which here appears in a triangular 
form ; befides the city the Cummenigh mountains, Slein a-man, &c. come in view. 
Y.ilmacow river falls into the Sure, after flowing through a large extent of well planted 
country j this is the fined view about the city. ^ 

Frqm^^<>.terford to Paflage, and got my chaife and horfes on board the Countefs of 
Tyrone packet, in full expeftation of failing immediately, as the wind was fair, but I 
foon found the difference of thefe private vcffels and the pofl-of^ce packets at Holyhead 
and Dublin When the wind was fair the tide was foul ; and when the tidd was with 
them the wind would not do ; in Eiiglifli, there was not a compiement of paflenger.s, 
and fo I had the agreoablenels of waiting with my Horfes in the hold, by way of reft, 
after a journey of above one thoufaiid five hundred miles. 

Odober i8, after a beadly night paffed on fliip boanl, and' finding no figns of de- 
parture, walked to Ballycanvan, the feat of Cornelius Bolton, ^Kl'q. ; rode with Mr. 
Bolton, jun. to Faithl^hill, which commands one of tlw fined views I have I'een in 
Ireland. There is a rock on the top of a hill, which has a very bold view on every 
fide down on a great extent of country, much of which is grafs inclofurcs of a good 
verdure. This hill is the center of a circle of about ten miles iliameler, beyond which 
higher lands rife, w^ich, after fpreading to a great extent, have on every fide a ];)ack 
ground of mountain : in a northerly diredioii mount Leiiillcr, between Wexford and 
Wicklow, twenty-fix miles off, rifes in I'everal heads far above the clouds. A little to the 
right of this, Sliakeiltha (/. e. thi^ woody mountain), at a lafs didance, is a fine objeft.* 
To the left, Tory hill, only five miles, in a regular form varies the outline. I’o the ead, 
there is thg long mountain, eighteen miles didant,,and fcveral Irfllr W«xford hilis. 'I'o 
the fouth-eaft, tlie Saltees. To the fouth, the oc^an, and the colines about the bay of 
Tramore. To the wed, Monavollagh rifes two thoufaiid one hundred and fixt\~feet 
above the level of the fea, eighteen miles off, being part of tlie great rangc’of the 
Cummaraghinountains; and to the north-wed Sliiiamari, at,the didance of twenty four 
miles } fo that the outline is eVery where bold and diftindt, though didant. i 
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'drcumftances would alone form a great view, but the water part of it,, which fills up the 
canvafs, is in a much fuperior (lyle. . The great river Sure takes a winding courfe from 
the city of Waterford, through a rich country, hanging; on the Tides of hills to its banks, 
and dividing into a double channel, forms the lelTer ifland, both of which courfes you 
command difilnflly ; united, it makes a bold reach under the hill on which you fiand, 
aad there receives the noble tribute of the united waters of the Barrow and Nore, in 
two great channels, which form the larger iOand ; enlarged^ by fuch an acceflioh of wa- 
ter, it winds round the hill in a bending courfe, of the freefl; and moR gracethl outline, 
every where from one to three miles acrofs, with bold Ihores, that give a iharp outline 
to its courfe So the ocean ; twenty fail of fiiips at Paflage gave animation to the Tcene ; 
upon the whole, the boldnefs of the mountain outline, the variety of the grounds, 
the vaft extent of river, w'ith the declivity to it from the point of view, altogether form 
fo unrivalled a fccnery, every obje£t fo commanding, that the general want of wood k 
almoft forgotten. i 

Two years after this account was written 1 again vifited this enchanting hill, and 
w'alked to it, day<after day, from Baliycanvan, and with increafing picafure. Mr Bolton, 
jun. has, fince I was there before, inclofed forty acres' on the top andfteep Hope to the 
water, and began to plant them. This will be a prodigious addition ; for the Hope 
forming the bold (hore for a confiderablc fpace, and having projedions from which the 
wood will all be feen in the gentle hollows of the hill, the efiedl will be amazingly fine. 
Walks and a riding are tracing out, which will command frelh beauties at every ftep ; 
the fpots from which a variety oS beautiful views arc feen ^re numerous. All the way 
from jBallycanvan to Faithleg, the whole to the amount of one thoufand two hundred 
acres, is the poperty of Mr. Bolton. 

Farms about Baliycanvan, Waterford, &c. are generally fmall, fron^iiAatgjitY and 
thirty to five hundred acre.s, generally about two hundred and fifty, all above twoUlMi- 
dred acres arc in general dairies ; fome of the. dairy ones rife very high. The foil is a 
reddifh deny, or flaty gravel, dry, except low lands, which , are clay or turf. Rents 
vary much, about the town very high, from 5I. 5s. to 9I. but at the didance of a few 
miles towards Padage, .&c. they are from 20s. to 40s. and fome higher, but the coun- 
try in general does not rife fo high, ufually los. to 10s. for dairying land. 

The poor people fpin theiv own flax, but not more, and a few of them wool for 
themfelves. Their food is potatoes and milk 4 but they have a confiderable alTiftance 
from filh, particularly herrings.; part of the year they have aifo^bariey, oaten, and rye 
bread. They are incomparably better off in every refpef); than twenty years ago. Their 
increafi: about Baliycanvan is very great, and tillage all over this neighbourhood is in- 
creafed. The rent of a cabin ics., an acre with it, aos. The grafs of a cow a few 
•years ago aos., now afs. or 30s. 

A\i exceeding.good pra^ice here In making their, fences is, they plant the quick on 
the fide of the bank in the common manner, and then, indcad of the dead hedge we . 
fife in England on the top of the bank, they ^ant a vow of old thorns, two or thr^ 
feet high, which readily grow, and form at once a rood excellent fence. Their way 
alfo of taking in.fand'bqnk;; from the river deferves notice : they dake dowp a row of 
furzes at low water, laying dones on them to the hei^t of one or tvto feet thefe retain 
the Q^ud, which every tide brings in,* fo as fill up all within the furze as high as their 
topsT Lremarkeff on tne drant}, 'that- a few boat loads of doaes laid cartlelsJy had had this 
effed; fee within theth I meafured twelve inches de^ of rich blue mud left behind them, 
ghejame as they ufe manuring, full ofihells and e&tVelced drongly with vinegsr. 
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Among the poor people, the hfliermen are in much the beft circumftanc^ ; the 
fijhery is confiderable ; Waterford and its harbour have fifty boats each, from eight to 
twelve tons, fix men on an average to each, but to one of fix tons, five men go, A 
boat of eight tons cofts 40I., one of twelve, 60I. To each boat there is a trjun of nets 
of fix pair, which cofts from 4I. 4s. to 61 . 6s. j tan them with bark. Their only net 
filhery is that of herrings, which is commonly earned on by fliares. The divifion Of 
the ftm is, firft, one-fourth for the boat ; and then the men and nets divide the reft, the 
latter reckoned as three men. They reckon ten maze of herrings an indifierent night's 
work ; when there is a good take, forty maze have been taken, twenty a good night j 
the price per maze from is. to 7s. average 5s. Their take in 1775, ||ic greateft they 
have known, when they had more than they could difpofe of, and the vholc town and 
country ftunk of them, they retailed them thirty. two for a penny : 1773 and 1774 
good years. They barrelled many j but in general there is an import of Swedifli. 
Befides the common articles I have regiftered, the following are, pigeons, is. a couple; 
a hare, is. ; partridges, gd . ; turbots, fine ones, 4s. to 10s. ; foals a pair, large, is. 6d. 
to IS. ; lobfters, 3d. each ; oy Iters, 6s. per hundred ; rabbits, is. to is. 4d. a couple; 
cod, IS. each, large ; falmon, i^d. to 2d. 

A very extraordinary circumftance I was told, that vuithin five or fix years there has 
been much hay carried from Waterford to Norway, in the Norway (hips that bring 
deals ; as hay is dear here, it proves a moft backward ftate of hulbandry in that nor- 
therly region, fince the neighbourhood of fea-ports to which this hay can alone go, is 
generally the beft improved in all countries. 

October 19, the wind being fair, took my leave of Mr. Bolton, and went back to the 
(hip ; met with a frelh feene of provoking delays, fo that it was the next morning, 
Odober 20, at eight o’clock, before we failed, and then it was.not wind, but a cargo of 
paflbngcrb '^^at fpread our fails. Twelve or fourteen hours arc not an uncommon paf» 
flfge ; but fuch was our luck, that after being in fight of the lights on the Smalls,, we 
were by contrary winds blown oppofite to Arklow fands : a violent gale arofe, whic]|i 
prefently blew a ftorm that lafted thirty-fix hours, in which, under a reefed mainlail, 
the ftiip drifted up and down wearing, in order to keep clear of the coafts. 

No wonder this appeared to me, a frelh-water failor, as a ftorm, when the oldeft men 
on board reckoned it a violent one ; the wind blew in furious gufts ; the waves ran very 
high ; the cabin windows burft open, and the fea pouring in fet every thing afloat, and 
among the reft a poor lady, who had fpread her bed on the floor. We had however 
the fatisfadion to find>, by trying the pumps every watch,*that the (hip made little water, 

I had more time to attend thefe circumftances than the reft of the paflengers, being the 
only one in fev8n who efcapeif without being fick. It pleafed God to prelierve us, but 
we did not call anchor in Milford Haven till Tuefday morning the 2 2d, at one o’clock. 

It is much to be wilhed that there were fome means of being fecure’of padtets failing 
regularly, inftead of waiting till there is fuch a number of paflengers as fatisfies the 
owner and captain ; with the poft^iffice packets there is this fatisndion, and a great 
one it is.; the contrary condu£t' to fo perfedly deteftable, that I ihould fuppofe the fehenfe 
of Waterford ones can never fucceed. 

Two y^rs after, having beeiuaiTured this conveyance Aras’put oit a new. footing, 1 
ventured to try it again ; but was* mortified to find that, tlie Tyrone, the oi)ly oi}e that 
could take a c^fe or horfes, (the Countefs being lafd up,) was repeiriog, out Hrpuld 
ftdl in five days ; I wuted, and received aflurance after affurauce (ihat (lie would bf ready 
on fuch a dhy, and then on another ; in a word, { waited twenty-:^ur. da/s* ^ore I ' 
failed ; moderately fpeddng, 1 could by Dublin have r,pached Turin or Milan as foon. 
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of Sheriff, f^cads to the eye, with a magnificence not a little added to by the boundary, 
a IhUrp' outline of the county oi Clare mountains, between which and the Duharrow hills 
the Shannon finds its way. Thefe hills lead the eye ftill more to the left, tHlthe Keeper 
meets it, prefenting a very beautiful outline that finks into other ranges of hill, uniting 
with the Devil’s Bit. The home feenery of the grounds, woods, hiHs,^ and lake of 
Johnftown, is beautiful. ’ , 

Dancing ^ very general among the poor people, almoft univerfal in every cabin. 
Dancing-mailers of their own rank 'travel through the country from cabin to cabin, 
with a piper or blind fidler, and the pay is fixpence a quarter. It is an abfolute fyfiem 
of education. ^iVeddings are always celebrated with much dancing; and a Sunday 
rarely paffes without a dance ; there are very few among them who will not, after a hard 
day’s work, gladly walk feven miles to have a dance. John is not fo lively, but then a 
hard day’s work with him is certainly a different affair from what it is with Paddy. 
Other branches of education are likcwife much attended to, every child of the pooreft 
family learning to read, write, and call accounts. 

There is a very ancient cuilomhere, for a number of country neighbours among the 
poor people, to fix upon fome young woman that ought, as they think, to be married ; 
they alfo agree upon a young fellow as a proper hulband for her ; this determined, they 
fend to the fiiir one’s cabin to inform her that on the Sunday following “ flie is to be horf- 
ed,” that is, carried on men’s backs. She muft then provide whilky and cyder for a treat,, 
as all will pay her a vifit after mafs for a hurling match. As foon as (he is horfed, the 
hurling begins, in which the young fellow appointed for her hulband has the eyes of 
all the company fixed on him : if he comes off conqueror, he is certainly married to 
the girl ; but if another is viftorious, he as certainly lofes her, for fhe is the prize of 
the viftor. Thefe trials arb not always finiihed in one Sunday, they take fometimes 
two or three, and the common expreilion when they are over is, that “ fueff’a ^1 wa^ 
goal’d.” Sometimes one barony hurls againft another, but a marriageable girl is always 
the prize, furling is a ‘fort of cricket, but inftead of throwing the ball in order to 
knock down a wicket, the aim is to pafs it through a bent ftick, the ends ftuck in the 
ground. In thefe matches they perform fuch feats of adlivity, as ought to evidence the 
food they live on to be far from deficient in nourifhment. 

In the hills above Derry are fome very fine flate quarries, that employ fixty men. 
The quarrymen are paid 3s. a tfioufand for the flates, and the labourers 5d. a day. 
They are very fine, and font b]|r the Shannon to diftant parts of the kingdom ; the price 
at the quarry 6s. a thouiand, and at the (hore 6s. 8d. Four hundred thoufand flates- 
are raifed to pay the rent only, from which fome eftimate may be made of the quantity. 

Mr. Head has a pradice in his fences which deferves univerfal imitation ; it is plant* 
ing trees for gate-pofls. Stone piers are expenfive, and always tumbling down ; trees- 
are beautiful, and never want repairing. Within fifteen years this gentleman has im* 
proved Derry fo much, that Hhofe who had only feen it before would find it almoil a 
new creation. He has built a handfome ftone-houfe, on, the flop&of a hill rifing from 
tHe Shannon, and bathed by fome fine woods, which uhite with many old hedges well- 
' planted to fotm a woodland fcenc, beautiful in the contrafl: to the bright expanfe of the 
noble river below : the declivity on {trhich thefe wo;$ds are, finilhes in a cnountain, 
which rifes above the whole. The Shannon gives a bend aroufid the adjoining lands, 
fo as to \}e feed frOm the houfe beth to the weft and north, the lawn falling gradually 
to a margin of wood on the (hore, which varies the outline. The river two milea 
‘brm^, and on the oppofite (hore cultivated inclofures rife in fome places ahnoft to the 
mouhtaia top, which isVery bold. 
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It is a very fingular demefne; a flripe of very beauiifiil ground, reaching two rniies 
along the banks of the river, which forms liis fence on one fule, wlih a wall on tha 
other. There is fo much wood as to render it very ploafmg, adding to eVery day by 
planting all the fences made or repaired. From feveral little hills, which rile in dif- 
ferent parts of it, extenfive views of the river are commanded quite to Poi tumnu ; but 
thefe are much cclipfed by that from the top of the hill above the flate quarry. From 
thence you fee the river for at leaft forty miles, from Portumna to twenty miles beyond 
Limerick. It has the appearance of a fine bafon, two miles over, into which three 
great rivers lead, being tlie north and fouth courfe and the bay of Skeriflf. The reaches 
of it one beyond another to Portumna are fine. At the foot of the mountain Mr. Head’s 
demefne extends in a (hure of rich woodland. 

Qftober yth, took my leave of Mr. Head, after palling four days very agreeably. 
Through Killaloc, over the Shannon, a very long bridge of many arches ; went out of 
the road to fee a fall of that river at Caftle Connel, where there is fuch an accompani- 
ment of wood as to form a very pleafing feenery ; the river takes a very rapid rocky 
courfe around a projefting rock, on which a gentleman has built a I'ummer-houfe, and 
formed a terrace ; it is a linking fpot. To Limerick. Laid at Beimis’s, the firll inn 
we had flept in from Dul>Hn. God preferve us this journey from another ! 

It is not uncommon, efpecially in mountainous countries, to find objefts that much 
deferve the attention of travellers entirely neglected by them. There are a few in- 
flances of this upon Lord Kinglborough’s eftate, in the neighbourhood ot Mhchclftown ; 
the firft I lhall mention is a cave at Skeheenrinky, on the road between Cahir and that 
place: the opening to it is a cleft of rock in a lime- Hone hill, fo narrow as to be diffi- 
cult to get into it. I defeended by a ladder of about twenty Heps, and then found my- 
fclf in a vault of a hundred feet long, and fifty or fixty high :*a fmall hole on the left 
lea^ froiR tH^U a winviing courfe of 1 believe not lefs than half an Irilh mile, exhibiting 
a vl^iety that ftruck me much. In fome places the cavity in the roc^ is fo large, that 
when well lighted up by candles (not flambeaux. Lord Kingflioroagh once Ihewed it me 
with them, and we found their fmoke troublefome) it takes the appearance of k vaulted 
cathedral, fupported by mafl'y columns. The walls, cieling, floor, and pillars, are by 
turns compofod of every fantaftic form ; and often of very beautiful iucruftations of 
fpar, fome of which glitters fo much, that it feems powdered with diamonds ; and in 
others the cieltng is formed of that fort which has fo hear a refemblance to a cauli- 
flower. The fpar formed into columns by the dropping of water has taken fome very 
regular forms ; but othfers are different, folded in plaits of light drapery, which hang 
from their fupport in a very pleafing manner. The angles of the walls feem fringed 
with icicles. One very long branch of the cave, which turns to the north, is in fome 
places fo narrow and low, that one crawls into it, when it fuddcnly breaks into large 
vaulted fpaces, in a ihoufand forms. The fpar in all this cave is very brilliant, ^nd 
almoH equal to Briftol ftone. For feveral hundred yards in the larger branch, there 
is a deep water at the bottom of the declivity to the right, v hich the common people 
call the river. A part of the way* is over a fort of potter^s clay, which fnoulds into any 
form, and is of a brown colour ; a very different foil from any in the neighbouring 
country. IJhave feen the famous save in the Peak, but thiitk if very much inferior to 
this ; and Lord Kingiborough, who has viewed the Grot d’Aucel in Burgundy, fays 
that it is not to be compared with it. 

But the commanding region of the Galties deferves metre attention. Thofe who are 
fond of feenps in which nature reigns in all her wild magnificence, fhould vifit*this flu* 
pendous chain. It confifts of many vaft mountains} thrown together in an affemblage 
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‘of the mpft mterefting features, from boldnefs and hdlght^of the declivities, freedom 
^of outline, and variety of parts, filling a fpace of abdut iuc miles by 'three or four. 
Galtymore.is the higheft point, and rifes like the lord and hither of tlm forroundUng 
progeny. From the top you look down upon a great extent of mountain, vrhi^ ihelves 
away from him to the fouth, eaft, and weft ; but to the north the ridge is almoft a. per* 
pendicular declivity. On that fide the famous golden vale of Limerick and TipperariT 
fpreads a rich level to the eye, bounded by the mountuns of Clare, King’s and Queeit’a 
•counties, with the courfe or the Shannon, for many miles below Limerick. To the 
fouth you look over alternate ridges of mountains, which rife one beyond another, till 
in a clear day the eye meets the qcean near Dungarvon. The mountains of Waterford 
and Knockmaldown fill up the fpace to the fouth>eaft. The weftem is the moft exten* 
five view ; for nothing ftops the eye till Mangerton and Macgilly Cuddy’s.Reeks point 
out the fpot where KiUarney’s lake calls for a farther excurfion. Theprofpe£k extends 
into eight counties, Cork, Kerry, Waterford, Limerick, Clare, Queen'4 T^peraiy, 
Xing’s. ^ » 

A little to the weft of this proud fummit, below it in a very extraordinary hollow, is 
a circular lake of two acres, reported to be unfathomable.* The deferiptions which I 
have read of the craters of exhaufted volcanoes, leave very little doubt of this being 
one ; and the conical regularity of the fummit of Galtymore fpeaks the fame language. 
Faft of this refoeflable hill, to ufe Sir William Hamilton's language, is a declivity of d>out 
one quarter of a mile, and there Galtybeg rifes in a yet more regular cone, and between 
the two hills is another lake, which from pofition feems to have been once the crater 
which threw up Galtybeg, as the firft mentioned was the origin of Galtymore. Beyond 
the former hill is a third lake, and eaft of that another hill ; I was trdd of a. fourth, 
with another correfponding mountain. It is only the mere fummit of thefe nfountains 
which rife above the lakes. Speaking of them below, they may be fai^pK) bn the 
tops of the hills ; they -are all of them at the bottom of an almoft regularly eirc^ar 
hollow. On thd fide next the mountrin top are walls of perpendicular rocks, in rc* 
gular ftrata, and fome of them piled on each other, with an appearance of art rather 
than nature. In thefe rocks the eagles, which are feen in numbers on the Galties, have 
their nefts. Suppofing the mountains to be of volcanic origin, and thefe lakes the- era* 
ters, of which 1 have not a doubt ; they are objefls of the greateft curiofity, for there 
is an unofual regularity in every confiderable fummit, having its correfponding crater ; 
but without this circumftance the feenery is interefling in a very great degree. The 
mountain fummits, v^ich are often wrapped in the clouds, at other times exhibit the 
freeft outline ; the immenfe fcooped hollows which fink at your feet, declivities of fo 
yaft a depth as to give one terror to look down ; with the unufual forms of the lower 
region of hills, particularly Bull hill, and Round hill, each a mile over, yet rifing out 
of circular vales, with the regularity of femi-globes, unite upon t,he whole to exhibit a 
feefiery to the eye, in which the parts are of a magnitude fo commanding ; a charader 
fo interefting, and a variety fo ftriking, that they well defenre to be examined by every 
curious traveller. 

Nor are thefe immenfe outlines the whole of what is to be feen in this great range of 
mountains. Eyery glyn has its beauties ; there is a confiderable mountain river, or 
rather torrent, in every one of them ; but the grealfeft are the Puncheon,* between 3e* 
£mg and* Galtymore; the Irimeftone river, between Galtymore and Round hill, and 
^he Groufe'rivir, between C^dOlegarranroe, and Mr. O^Callaghan’s mounts ; thefe 
prefenf jto the eye, for a trad of wout three miles, every variety that rock, water, and 
jnouDttdn can give, thrown into all the fantafiic fonhs which art may attempt in 'oriia* 
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fnented grounds, but alwa]^ ^Is in. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the water, when 
not difcoloured by rain, its lucid tranfparency (licws, at confidcrable depths, every* 
pebble no bigger than a pin, every rocky bafon alive with trout and eels, thtit play and 
dalh among the rocks, as if endowed with that native vigour which animates, in a fupe- 
rior degree, every inhabitant of the mountains, from the bounding red deer, and the 
foaring eagle, down even to the fifhes of the brook. Every five minutes you have a 
waterrall in thefe glens, which in any other region, would flop every traveller to admire 
it. Someumes the vale takes a gentle declivity, and prefents to the eye, at one ftroke, 
twenty or thirty falls, which render the fccnery all alive with motion ; the rocks are 
toded about in the wildeft confudon, and the torrent burfts by turns from above, 
beneath, and under them ; while the back ground is always filled up witH. the moun- 
tains which ftretch around. 

In the wellem Glen is the fined cafeade in all the Galties ; there arc two falls, wi‘h 
a bafon in the rock between, but from fome points of idcw they appear one ; the rock 
over which the water tumbles is about fixty felt high. A good line in which to view 
thefe objeds is either to take the Killamey and Mallow road, to Mitchelftown, ami 
from thence by Lord Kin^orough's new one, to Skeheenrinky, there to take one of 
the Glens, to Galtybeg, and Galtymore, and return to Mitchelftown by the W olPs 
track. Temple hill, and the Waterfall ; or, if the Cork road is travelling, to make- 
Dobbm*s inn, at Ballyporeen, the head quarters, and view them from thence. 


Having heard much of the beauties of a ps^t of the Queen^s County, I had nof 
before feen, 1 took that line of country in my way on a journey to Dublin. 

From Mitcbeldown to Calhel, the road leads as far as Galb^ly in the route already 
trained frofi!'' Cullen ^ towards Calhel the country is various. Thp only objeft dc- 
ferving attention, are the plantations of Tbomailown, the feat of Francis iViathevv, 
Efq. } they confid chiefly of hedge-row trees in double and treble Vows, are well grown, 
and of fuch extent as to form an uncommon woodland feene in Ireland. Found the 
widow Holland's inn, at Calhel, clean and very civil.- Take the road to Uriingford. 
The rich fheeppadures, part of the famous golden vale, reach between three and four 
miles from Camel to the great bog by Botany Hill, noted for producing a- greater va- 
riety of plants than common. That bog is feparated by only fmall trails of land, fron* 
the dring of bogs which extend through the Queen’s County, liom the great bog of 
Allen ; it is here of confiderable extent, and exceedingly miproveablc. Then enter a 
low marlhy bad country, which grows worfe after palling the fixty-fixth mile llonc, 
and fucceflive bogs in it. Brcakfad at Johndown, a regular village on a flight eminence, 
built by Mr. Hayley ; it is near the Spaw of Baiiyfpellin. Rows of trees are planted.-; 
but their heads all cUt off, I fuppofe from their not thriving, being planted too eld.. 
Immediately on leaving thefe planted avenues, enter a row <ff eight or ten new cabins, 
at a diftance from each other, which appear to be a new undertaking, the knd ^ut 
tliem all pared and burnt, and tbtf alhes in heaps. 

Ent^ a fine planted country, with much corn and good thriving quick hedges for 
many milesl • TW road leads thrcf\}gh a large wOod, whicK joins Lord Alhbrook’s 
plantations, whofe houfe is fituated in the midft df more wood than almoff any ope 1 
have feen in Ireland. Pafs Durrow ; the country for twa or three mites lontintjes* all 
inclofed with |ine quick hedges, is beautiful, and has fome'rcremblance to the beff parts 
ef £fiex» Sir Robert Staple’s improvements join this fine *trad } they are complete/! 
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in a* moft perfeft manner, the hedges well-grown, cut, and in fuch excellent order, 
.that I can fcarcely believe myfelf to be in Ireland, Hk gates are all of iron, Thefe 
fylvan fccnes continue through other feats beautifully fituatcd, amidfl: gentle declivities 
of the Hncfl: verdure, full grown woods, excellent hedges, and a pretty river winding 
by the houfe. The whole environs of feveral would be admired in the belt parts of 
England. 

CrolS a great bog, within fight of Lord De Vefcey’s plantations.' The road leads 
over it, being drained for that purpofe by deep cuts on either fide. 1 Ihould apprehend 
this bog to be among the molt improveable in the country. 

Slept at Ballyroan, at an inn kept by three animals, who call themfelves women ; met 
with more impertinence than at any other in Ireland. It is an execrable hole In three 
or four miles pafs Sir John Pamel’s, prettily fituated in a neatly drelTed lawn, with 
much wood about it, and a lake quite alive with wild fowl. 

Pafs Monftcreven, and crofs directly a large bog, drained and partly improved ; but 
all of it bearing grafs, and feems in a Hate that might eafily be reduced to rich meadow, 
with only a drelling of lime. Here I got again into the road I had travelled before. 

, I muft in general remark, that from near Urlingford to Dawfon Court, near Mon- 
llcrevcn, which is completely acrofs the Queen’s County, is a line of above thirty Engliili 
miles, and is for that extent by much the moft improved of any I have feen in Ireland. 
It is generally well planted, has many woods, and not confiding of patches of planta- 
tion juft by gentlemen’s houfes, but fpreading over the whole face of the country, fo as 
to give it the richnefs of an Englifh woodland feene. What a country would Ireland 
be, had the inhabitants of the reft of it improved the whole like this! 


PART II. 

SECTION I . — Sot If Face (f the Country y and Climate. 

TO judge of Ireland by the converfation one fometimes hears in England, it would 
be fuppofed that one half of it was covered with bogs, and the other with mountains 
filled with Irifli ready to fly af the fight of a civilized being. There are people who will 
fmile when they heai* that, in proportion to the fize of the two countries, Ireland is more 
cultivated than England, having much lefs wafte land of all’ forts. Of uncultivated 
mountains there are no fuch trafts as are found in our four northern counties, and the 
North Riding of Yorkfliire, with the eaftern line of Lancafter, nearly down to the Peak 
of Derby, which form an extent of above a hundred miles of wafte. The moft con- 
fiderable of this fort in Ireland are in Kerry, Galway, and Mayo, 'and fome in Sligo and 
Donnegal. But all thefe together will not make the quantity we have in the four 
northern counties ; the vallies in the Irifli mountains^ are alfo i^ore inhsdiited, I think, 
than thofe of England, except where there are mines, and confequently fome fort .of 
cultivation creeping up the fides. Natural fertility, acre for acre over the two king- 
doms, is certaihly in lavour of Ireland ; of this I believe there can fcarcely be b doubt 
entprtaiqed, when it is confidercd that fome of the* more beautiful, and even beft culti- 
vafed. cdunfies tn England, . oyre almoft every thing to the capital art and induftry of 
the inhabitants. • * 

^ nie'clrcumflance which ftrikes me as the greateft Angularity of Ireland, is the roeW- 
of the Ibil, which flioul^ feem at firft fight againft that degree of fertility ; but the 
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(pontrsiT^ IS the fad* Stpne is fo general^ that I have great reafon to believe the whole 
iiland is' one vaft rock of different nrata and kinds rifing out of the fea. * 1 have rarely 
heard of any great depths being funk without meeting with it. In general it appears 
on the furface in every part of the kingdom, the flatted and mod fertile parts, as Li- 
merick, Tipperary, and Meath, have it at no great depth, almod as much a^ the more 
barren ones. May we not recognize in this the hand of bounteous Providence, which has 
given, perhaps the mod doney foil in Europe to the molded climate in it ? If as much 
rain fell upon the clays of England (a foil very rarely met with in Ireland, and never 
without much flone) as falls upon the rocks of her fider ifland, thofe lands could not 
be cultivated. But the rocks are here cloaked with verdure ; thofe of lime-done with 
only a thin covering of mould, have the fofted and mod beautiful turf imaginable. 

Of the great advantages refulting from the general plenty of lime-done and lime* 
done gravel, and the nature t>f the bogs, 1 lhall have occafion to fpeak more particu- 
larly hereafter. • 

The rockinefs of the foil in Ireland is fo univerfal, that it predominates in every fort. 
One cannot ufe with propriety the terms clay, loam, fand, &c. it mud*be a jloney clay, a 
Jloney loam, a gravelly fand. Clay, cfpecially the yellow, is much talked of in Ireland, 
but it is for want of proper diferimination. I have once or twice feen almod a pure clay 
upon the furface, but it is extremely rare. The true yellow clay is ufually found 
In athin dratum under the furface mould, and over a rock ; harlli, tenacious, doney, 
drong loams, diflicult to work, are not uncommon ; but they are quite different from 
Englim clays. 

Friable fandy loams, dry but fertile, are very common, and they form the bed foils 
in the kingdom for tillage and iheep. Tipperary and Hofeommon abound par-* 
ticularly in them. The mod fertile of all, are the bullock padures of Limerick, . and 
t]^e banks of the Shannon in Clare, called the Corcajfcs. Thefe aVe a mellow, putrid, 
friable loam. . 

Sand which is fo common in England, and yet more common through Spain, France, 
Germany, and Poland, quite from Gibraltar to Peterftiurgh, is no where met with in 
Ireland, except for narrow flips of hillocks, upon the fea coad. Nor did I ever meet 
with, or hear of a chalkey foil. 

The bogs, of which foreigners have heard fo much^ are very extenfive in Ireland-; 
that of Allen extends eighty miles, and is computed to contain .three hundred thoufand 
acres. There are othprs alfo, very extenlive, and fmaller ones fcattered over the whole 
kingdom ; but thefe are not in general more than are wanted for fuel. 'When I come 
to fpeak of the improvement of wade lands, I lhall deferibe them particularly. 

Befides the great fertility of the foil, there are other circumdances which come 
within my fphcrc to mention. Few countries can be better watered, by large and b|paut- 
ful rivers ; and it is remarkable, that by much the flned. parts of the kingdom are 
on the banks of thefe rivers. "Witnefs the Sure, Blakwater, the Liffy, the Boyne, the 
Nore, the Barrow, and part of t^e Shannon, they walh a feenery that can hardly*be ex* 
seeded. From the rockinefs of the country, however, there are few of them that have 
not obdrqflions, which are great impediments to inland navigation. * 

The mountains of Ireland givoto travelling, that interelling variety, which a flat 
country can never abound with# And at the fame time,* they are not in*fuch nifmbcr 
as to confer the ufual charadler of poverty, which attedds* them. I was cither (i^n or 
very near the mod coniiderable in the lungdom. Mangerfon,* and the Reeks, itr Kerry ; 
the Galtics in Corke } thofe of Moume in Down j Grow Patrick, gad Ncpliin in Msjj/ot 
VoL. 5 « 
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thv-'ie are the principal in Ireland, and they are of a charaSier, in height and fublimity, 
which fhould Vender them the objects of every travellers attention. 

Relative to the climate of Ireland, a ihort refidence cannot enable a man to ipeak much 
from his own experience ; the obfervations I have made myfelf confirin the idea of its 
being vallly wette^ than England ; from the 20th of June to the 20th of October, I kept 
a regifter, and there were, in one hundred and twenty*two days, feventy-five of rain, and» 
very many of them inceflant and heavy. I have examined funilar regifters I kept in 
England, and can find no year that even approaches to fuch a moiflure as this. But there 
is a regitler of an accurate diary publifhed, which compares London and Corke. The 
refult is, that the quantity at the latter place was double to that at London. See Smith's 
Hi/l. cf Corks. 

From the information I received, I have reafon to believe, that the rainy feafon fets in 
ufually about the hrft of July, and continues very wet till September or O&ober, when 
there is ufually a dry fine feafon of a month'br fix weeks. I refided in the county of Corke, 
&c. from October till March, and found the winter much more foft and mild, than ever 
1 experienced one‘in England. I was alfo a whole furamer there (1778), and it is fair 
to mention, that it was as fine a one as ever I knew' in England, though by no means 
fo hot. 1 think hardly fo wet as very many I have known in England. The tops of 
the Galty mountains exhibited the only fnow we faw ; and as to frofls, they were fo 
flight and rare that I believe myrtles, and yet tenderer plants, would have furvived 
without any covering. But when 1 fay that the winter was not remarkable for being 
wet, I do not mean that we had a dry atmofphere. The inches of rain which fell in 
the winter I fpeak of, would not mark the moifturc of the climate. As many Inches 
will fall in a fmgle tropica! fliower, as in a whole year in England. See Mitchers Pre- 
fent State of Great Britain and North jimerica. But if the clouds prefently difperfe, and 
a bright fun fhines^' the air may foon be dry. The worlt circumftance or the climatp 
of Ireland, is the conflant inoiflure without rain. Wet a piece of leather, and lay it in 
a room wHere there is neither fun nor fire, and it will not in fummer even be dry in a 
month. I have known gentlemen in Ireland deny their climate being moider than 
England, but if they have eyes let them open them, and fee the verdure that cloathes 
their rocks, and compare it with ours in England— where rocky foils are of a rulTet 
brown however fweet the food for Iheep. Does not their illand lie more expofed to 
the great Atlantic ; and does not the weft wind blow three fourths of a year ? If there 
was another ifland yet more weftward, would not the climate of Ireland be improved ? 
Such perfons fpeak e(|ually againlt faCt, reafon, and philofophy. That the moifture 
pf a climate does not depend on the quantity of rain that falls, but on the powers of 
aerial evaporation. Dr. Dobfon has clearly proved. Phil. Tranf, vol. Ixvii. part i. 
p. 244. 

Opprejfton. 

« BEFORE 1 conclude this article of the common labouring poor in Ireland, I muft 
obferve, that their happinefs depends not merely upbn the payment of their labour, 
their cloaths, or. their food; the fubordination of the lower clafles, degenerating into 
opprellion, is not to be overlooked. The poor in alT countries, and under *311 govern* 
ment6, ard bqth ^paid and fed; yet there is an infinite difference between them in diffe- 
rent ones. This inquiry will , by no means turn out fo favourable as the preceding 
articles.* .It muft be very apparent to eveiy traveller through that count/y, that the 
labpufing poor are tfcated with harflinefs, and are in all reljpe^ fo little confidcred, 

5 that 



young’s TdUR. IN IRELAND. f67 

that their want of importance feems a perfeft contrail to their fituation in England, of 
which country, comparatively fpeaking, they reign the fovcreigns. The age has im- 
proved fo much in humanity, that even the poor Irift have experienced its’inHuence, and 
are every day treated better and better ; but ftill the remnant of the old manners, the 
abominable diftinftion of religion, united with the oppreflive condufl of the li.ttle 
country gentlemen, or rather vermin of the kingdom, who never were out.of it, alto- 
gether bear ftill very heavy on the poor people, and fubjeft them to fit nations more 
mortifying than we ever behold in England. The landlord of an Irifli ellate, inhabited 
by Roman Catholics, is a fort of defpot who yields obedience, in whatever concerns the 
poor, to no law but that of his will. To difeover what the liberty of the people is, we 
mull live among them, and not look for it in the ftatutes of the realm': the language 
of written law may be that of liberty, but the fituation of the poor may fpeak no lan- 
guage but that of flavery ; there is too much of this contradidinn in Ireland ; a long 
feries of oppreflions, aided by many very ill^udged laws, have brought landlords into 
a habit of exerting a very lofty fuperiority* and their vaflals into that of an almoft 
unlimited fubmifiion : fpeaking language that is defpifed, profeljng a religion that 
is abhorred, and being difarmed, the jioor find themfelvcs in many cafes flaves even in 
the bofom of written liberty. Landlords that have refided much abroad are ufually 
humane in their ideas, but the habit of tyranny naturally contrafts the mind, fo that 
even in this poliflied age there are inftances of a fevere carriage towards the poor, which 
is quite unknown in England. • 

A landlord in Ireland can fcarccly Invent an order which a fervant, labourer, or cottar 
dares to refufe to execute. Nothing fatisfies him but an unlimited fubmiflion. Dif* 
refpedt, or any thing tending tow'ards faucinefs, he may punifh with his cane or his horfe- 
whip with the moll perfeft fecurity, a poor man would ha^re his bones broke, if be 
offered to lift his hands in his own defence. Knocking-down is fpol^ of in the country 
in a manner that makes an Englilhman ftare. Landlords of confluence have aifured 
me that many of their cottars would think thcmfelves Iionourad by having their wives 
and daughters fent for to the bed of their matter ; a mark of flaveiy that proves the op- 
preflion under which fuch people mull live. Nay,. I have heard anecdotes of the lives 
of people being made free with without any apprehenfion of the juftice of a jury. But let 
it not be imagined that this is common ; formerly it happened every day, but law gains 
ground. It mull ftrike the moll carelefs traveller toffee whole ftrings of cars whipt 
into a ditch by a gentleman’s footman to make way for his car.'aage ; if they are over- 
turned or broken in pieces, no matter, it is taken in padence ; were they to complain 
they would perhaps be horfe-whipped. The execution of the laws lies very much in 
the hands of juftices of the peace, many of whom are drawn from the raoft illiberal 
clafs in the kingdom. If a poor man lodges a complaint againft a gentleman, or any 
animal that choofes to call itfelf a gentleman, and the juftice iffucs out a fummoss for 
his appearance, it is a fixed affront, and he will infaUibly»be called out. Where man- 
ners are in confpiracy againft law, to whom are the opprefTed people tq.haverecourfe ? 
It is a fajft, that a poor man havjng a conteft with a gentleman* mud— Ijut I am^alkin^ 
nonfenfe, they know their fituation too well to think of it ; they can have no defence 
but by nvans of protection from fne gentleman againft andthef, who j>robabIy proteCls 
his vaftal a§ he would the Iheep htf int^ds to eab , , 

The colours of this picture are not barged. To ajrert that all thefe Cafes are tom- 
mon, would be an exaggeration, but to fay that an unfeeling landlord will do’ajl this 
with impunky is to keep ftriCtly to truth : and what is libehy but a farce and'a jeft^ if 
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its bleftings arc received as the favour of kindncfs and h'unianity, inftead of being die 
inberiunce of kight ? 

Confequendes nave flowed from thcfe oppreflions which ought long ago to have put 
a flop to them. In England we have heard much of White-boys, Steel- boys, Oak-boys, 
Pecj>‘of-day-boy 5 , &c. But thefe various infurgents are not to be confounded, for they 
are ye^ different. ^ The proper diftinftion in the difcontents of the people is into Pro- 
tefta^t and Catholic. All but the White-boys were among the manufafluring Protef-* 
tants in the north. The White-boys Catholic labourers iu the fouth ; from the beft 
intelligence -1 could gain, the riots of the manufafturcrs had no other foundation 
but fu£h variations in the manufa^urc as all fabrics experience, and which they had 
themfelves known and fubmitted to before. I'he cafe, however, was different with 
the White-boys ; who being labouring Catholics met with all thofe oppreflions I have 
deferibed, and would probably have continued in full fubmillion had not very fevere 
treatment in refpeft of tythes, united with a great fpeculativc rife of rent about the fame 
time, blown up the flame of refiftance ; \he atrocious afts they were guilty of made 
them the objetl of general indignation, afts were paffed for their punifhment which 
feemed calculated for the meridian of Barbary ; this arofe to fuch a height that by one 
they were to be hanged under circumftanccs without the common formalities of a trial, 
which, though repealed the following feflion, marks the fpirit of punifhment ; while 
others remain yet the law of the land, that would if executed tend more to raife than 
quell an infurrc£Uon. From all which it is manifeff that the gentlemen of Ireland 
never thought of a radical cure from overlooking the real caufe of the difeafe, which 
in fa£l lay in themfelves, and not in the wretches they doomed to the gallows. Let 
them change their own corfduft entirely, and the poor will not long riot. Treat them 
like men who ought to be*?s free as yourfelves ; put an end to that fyftem of religious 
perfecution which fo/r feventy years has divided the kingdom againff itfelf ; in thefe two 
circumflanccs lies tlf'e cure of infurreflion, perform them completely, and you will hav* 
an affe£tionate poor, inffead of eppreffed and difeontented vaifals. 

A better' treatment of the poor in Ireland is a very material point of the welfare of 
the whole Britifh Etrmire. Events may happen which may convince us fatally of this 
truth ;; if not, oppreflion mud have broken all the fpirit and refentment of men. By 
what policy ,the government of England can for fo many years have permitted fuch an 
abfurd fyllcm to be matured in Ireland, is beyond the power of plain fenfe to difeover. 

Emigrations. 

BEFORE the American war broke out, thelrifh and Scotch emigrations were a con- 
dant fubjefl of converfation in England, and occafioned much difeourfe even in parlia- 
nleht. The common obfervation was, that if they were not (lopped, thofe countries would 
be ruined, and they were generally attributed to a great rife of rents. Upon going over to 
Ireland I determined to omit no opportunities of difeovering the caufe and extent of 
tkis emegration, and my information, as may be feen in the minutes of the journey, 
vna very regular. I have only a few general remarks to make on it here. 

. The fpirit of emigrating in Ireland appeared to be confined to two circumllqnces, the 
preflbyterian religion, and the linen manufa&ure. I kWu'd of very few emigrants except 
amend 'ipahuEidliprers of that perfuafion. The Catholics never went, they feem not 
only tied to the country but alindll to the parilh in wluch their ancellors lived. As to 
, the eniigvation in the north, it was an error in England to fuppofe it a novelty which 
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arbfe with the increafe in rents. The contrary was the faft, it had fvibfided perhaps 
fortyyears, infomuch that at the ports of Belfaft, Derry, &c. pa^’nger tradf^ as 
they called it, had long been a regular branch of commerce, which einpjpyed fcveral 
fhips, and confided in carrying people to America, 'fhe increafmg population of the 
country made it an iiicrcafing trade, but when the linen trade was low, the pn^en^cr 
trade was always high. At the time of Lord Donnegall’s letting his cllaie in the north 
the lineh bufmefs liiUered a temporary decline, which fent great numbers to America, 
and gave rife to the error that it was occadoncd by the increafe of his rents : the fail, 
however, was othervvife, for great numbers of thofe who w'cnt from his lands adual[}f 
fold thofe leafcs for condderable fums, the hardfliip of which was fuppofed to have driven 
them to America. Some emigration, therefore, always exided, and its increafe depend* 
ed on the fluQuations of linen ; but as to the there was as much error in the 
conclufions drawn in England as before in the caufe. 

It is the misfortune of all manufadures worked for a foreign market to be upon an 
infecure footing, periods of declenfion will rtime, and wlicn in confequcncc of them 
great numbers of people are out of employment, the bell circumflancc is their cnlif- 
ling in the army or navy ; and it is the common refult ; but unfortunately the manu* 
fadure in Ireland (of which I (liall have occalion to fpeak more hereafter) is not confined 
as it ought to be to towns, but fpreads into all cabins of the country. Being half farmers, 
half manufadurers, they have too much property in cattle, &c. to enlifi when idle ; if 
they convert it into cafli it will enable them to pay their paflage to America, an alternative 
always chofen in prelerence tti the military life. The confequence is, that they rnuft live 
without work till their fubftance is quite cunfumed before they will cnlift. Men who 
are in fuch a fituation that from various caufes they cannot work, and won’t enlift, 
fliould emigrate, if they flay at home they muil remain a burthen upon the community ; 
emigration fliould not, therefore, he condemned in dates fo ill governed as to poflefs 
niAny people willing to work, but without employment. 


SECTION \l.— Roads— Carr, 

FOR a country, fo very far behind us as Ireland," to have got fuddenly fo much the 
dart of us in the article of roads, is a Ipedacle that cannot fail to drike the Englilh 
traveller exceedingly. But from this commendation the turnpikes ia general mud be 
excluded, they are as bad as the bye-roads are admirable. It is a common complaint, 
that the tolls of the turnpikes arc fo many jobs, and the roads left* in a date that difgrace 
the kingdom. 

The following is the fydem on which the crofs-roads are made. Any perlbn, wifhlng 
to make or mend a road, has it meafured by two perfons, who fwear to the meafure- 
ment before a judice of the peace. It is deferibed as leading from one marketptown 
to another (it matters not in what direftion), that it will bq a public good, and that it 
will require fuch a fum per perch of twenty-one feet, to make or repair the fame j a 
certificate to this purpofe (of which printed forms are fold), with the blanks fillet^ up, i$ 
ligned by the meafurers, and alfo by twoj perfons called overfeers, one of whom is 
ufually the perfon applying for thq road, the othet; the labourer, he intends to employ as 
an overfeer of the work, which overfeer fwears atfo before the judice the truth of the 
valuation. The certificate, thus prepared, is given by any perfon to fon^e one o^ the 
grand jury, at either of the adizes, but ufually in the fpring. When all the common, 
bufincis of trials is over, the jury meets on that of road^; the chairman (qads the 
rertifictates." and thev are all out to the vote, whether to be gj^nted or not. If^ 
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^c£lsdy they are torn in pieces and no further notice taken ; if granteJ) they are put on 
the file. 

'rhis vote of approbation, without any farther form, enables the perfoit who applied 
for th© prefentment immediately to conftruft or repair the road in queftion, which he 
■tnufi do at his own expence ; he mull finifii it by the following ailizes, when he is to 
fend a certificate of his having expended the money purfuant to the application ; this 
certificate is figned by the foreman, who alfo figns an order on the trv?afurer of the 
county to pay him, which is done immediately. In like qjanner are bridges, houfes of 
corretlion, gaols, &c. &c. built and repaired. If a bridge over a river which parts 
two counties, half is done by one and the other half by the other county. 

The expeijce of thefe works is raifed by a tax on the lands, paid by the tenant ; in 
fome counties it is acreable, but in others it is on the plough land, and as no two plough 
lands are of the fame fize is a very unequal tax. In the county of Meath it is acreable, 
and amounts to one (hilling per acre, being the highefi in Ireland ; but in general it is 
from three-pence to fixpence per acre, amd amounts of late years through the whole 
kingdom to one hundred and forty thoufand pounds a-year. 

, The juries will very rarely grant a prefentment for a road which amounts to above 
fifty pounds, or for more than fix or (even (hillings a perch, fo that if a perfon wants 
more to be made than fuch a fum will do, he divides it into two or three dilFcrcnt mea- 
furements or prefentments. By the aft of parliament all prefentment-roads muft be 
twenty-one feet wide at leaft from fence to fence, and fourteen feet of it formed with 
(lone or gravel. 

As the power of the grand jury extends In this manner to the cutting new roads 
where none ever were before, as well as to the repairing and widening old ones, ex- 
clufive, however, of parks, gardens, &c. it w’as necelfary to put a reftriftion againfi the 
wanton expence of it. Jiny prefentment may be traverl'ed that is oppofed, by denying 
the allegations of tfic certificate; this is fure of delaying it until another aflizes, and^n 
the mean time perons are appointed to view the line of road demanded, and report on 
the necelTity or hard(hfjj of the cafe. The payment of the money may alfo be traverfed 
after the certificate of its being laid out ; for if any perfon views and fin^s it a manifefi 
impofition and job, he has that power to delay payment until the cau(e is cleared up 
and proved. But this traverfe is not common. Any perfons are eligible for a(king 
prefentments ; but it is ufually done only by refident gentlemen, agents, clergy, or re- 
fp^able tenantry. It follows neoelTarily, that every perfon is defirous of making the 
roads leading to bis own houfe, and that private intcrcit alcme is confidered in it, which 
I have heard ebjefted to the' meafure ; but this I muft own appears to me the great 
merit of it. Whenever individuals aft for the public alone, the public is very badly 
ferved ; but when the purfuit of their own intereft is the way to benefit the public, then 
is the public good fure to be promoted ; fuch is the cafe of prefentment of roads : for 
a few years the4^;ood roads were all found leading from houfes lik^ rays from a center, 
with a furrounding fpace, Svithout any communication ; but every year brought the 
remedy, until in a (hurt time, thofe rays pointing frora,lb many centers met, and then 
t’he communication was complete. The original aft pfclTed but feventeen years ago, and 
the efl’eft of it in ail parts of the kingdom is fo great, that I found it pcrfeftly prafticable 
to travel upon wheels by a map ; I will go here ; I . .will go there ; I could trace a route 
upon ,uapef as wild as fancy cQuld diftMe, and every where I found beautiful roads with- 
out break or 'hindrance, to enable me to realize iny defign. What a figure would a 
perfon make in England, who Ihould attempt to move in that manner, whe^e the roads, 
as Dr. Burn has well obferved, are almoll in as bad a (late as in the tiiue of Philip and 
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Mary. In a few ye^rs there will not be a piece of bad road except turnpikes in all Ire- 
land. The money railed for this hrll and moH important of all national purpofes, is 
expended among the people who.pay it, employs themfelves and their teams,' encourages 
their agriculture, and facilitates fo greatly the improvement of waftc lands, that it ought 
always to be confidered as the firft Ilep to any undertaking of that fort. 

At firft, roads, in common with bridges, were paid out of the general treafure of she 
county, but by a fubfequent ad the road tax is now on baronies ; each barony pays 
for its own roads. By another ad juries were enabled to grant prclenttncnts of narrow 
mountain roads, at two {hillings and fixpence a percli. By another, they were em- 
powered to grant prefentments of footpaths, by the fide of roads, to one/hijling a perch. 
By a very late aft, they are alfo enabled to contraft at three-halfpence per perch per 
annum from the firfl; making of a road, for keeping it in repair, which before could not 
be done without a frefh prefentment. Arthur King, Efq. of Moniva, whofe agriculture 
is deferibed in the preceding minutes, and wl^o at tliat time reinvfcntcd the county of 
Galway,, w'as the worthy citizen who firft brought this excellent meafnre into parliament:' 
Ireland, and every traveller that ever vifits it ought, to the latett tinje, to revere tlie 
memory of fuch a diitinguiihcd benefaftor to the public. Before that lime the roads, 
like thofe of England, remained impaffablc, under the miferable police of the fix days* 
labour. Similar good eftofts would here flow from adopting the rneafure, which would 
cafe the kingdom of a great burthen in its public effeft abfolutely contemptible j and- 
the tax here, as in Ireland, ought to be fo kid, as to be borne by the tenant, whofe 
bufinefs it is at prefciu to repair. 

Upon the imperfections of the Irlfli fyftem I have only to remark, that juries (houldj 
in fonie cafes, be more ready tlian they are to grant thefe prefentments. In general, 
they are extremely liberal, but fonietiines they take filly freak^ of giving none, or very 
fe^v. Experience having prove 1 , from the general goodnefs of ihil roads, iLat abufes 
cannot be very great, they ftioukl go on with fpirit to perfeft the g\at W'ork through- 
out the kingdom ; and as a check upon thofe who lay out the money, it might perhaps 
be advifeable to print county maps of the prefentment road?, with correfponding lifts 
and tables of the names of all perfons who have obmincil preUntments, the fums they 
received, and for what roads, '1 hefe ftiould be given fredy by ihe jurymen, to all their 
acquaintance, that every man might know, to whofe carolenhefs or jobbing the public 
was indebted for bad roads, vvhen they had paid for gooti ones.^ Such a practice would 
certainly deter many • 

At eleven million foVty-two thoufand fix hundred and forty-two acres in the king- 
dom, 14 ^000!. a year amounts to jult threc-pence an acre for the wliide territory a 
very trifling tax for fuch an improvement, and which almolt ranks in public cafe andL 
benefit with that of the poft-office. 


SECllON III. — Manners and Cujtonis^.. 

Qiiid leges fine moiibuv 
Vaiui uruticiuiil ! 

• _ • 

IT is but an Jtliberal bufinefs for a traveller, who defigns to publKH remarks upon a 
country to fit down cooly in hisclofet and write a fatire^on the inhal>it«nis» Sevefity of 
that fort myft be enlivened with an uncommon fh ire tof.wit and ridicule, to* pleal’e. 
“Where very grofs ahrunlities are louud, it is fair and manly Vj note them ; bift»to enter 
into character axid difpofiiion is KKnerally uncandid, fmee tlierc ar^ no pcpple butjnj’Jit ^ 
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betttf than they are found, and none but have virtues which deferve attendoa, at lealjk 
as much as Uunr failings i for thefe reafons this fe£tion would not have found a place in 
my pbfervafions, had not fome perfbns, of much more flippancy than wifdom, given very 
grofe mifreprefentations of the Iriih nation. It is with pleafure, therefore, that I take up 
the pen on the prefent occafion ; as a much longer refidence there enables me to exhi- 
bit a very different picture ; in doing this, I ihall be free to remark, wherein I think 
the condudt of certain claffes may have given rife to general and confequently injurious 
condemnation. 

There are three races of people in Ireland, fo. diflin£t, as to ftrike the lead attentive 
traveller : thefe are the Spaniih which are found in Kerry, and a part of Limerick and 
Corkc, tall and thin, but well made, a long vifage, dark eyes, and long black lank 
hair. The time is not remote when the Spaniards had a kind of fettlement on the coaft 
of Kerry, which feemed to be overlooked by government. There were many of 
them in 'Queen Elizabeth's rdgn, nor were they entirely driven out till the time 
of Cromwell. There is an illand of Valentia on that coad, with various other names, 
certainly Spaniih. The Scotch race is in the north, where are to be found the feature 
w'hich are luppofed to mark that people, their accent and many of their cudoms. In 
a didrid near Dublin, but more particularly in the baronies of Bargie and E'orth in the 
county of Wexford, the Saxon tongue is fpoken without any mixture of the Iriih, and 
the people have a variety of cudoms mentioned in the minutes, which didinguilh them 
front their neighbours. The red of the kingdom is made up of mongrels. The Mi- 
ledan race of Iridi, which may be called native, are fcattered over the kingdom, but 
chiefly found in Connaught and Munder \ a few confiderable families, whofe genealogy 
is undoubted, remain, but none of them with confiderable poffellions except the 
O’Briens and Mr. O’Ndll ; the former have near twenty thoufand pounds a year in the 
family, the latter thalf as much, the remnant of a property once his ancellors, which 
now forms fix or^ven of the greated edates in the L’ngdom. O'Hara and M‘Dernfot 
are great names in Connaught, and O’Donnotiuc a confiderable one in Kerry but I heard 
of a family of O'Drifchal’s in Corke, who claim an origin prior in Ireland to any of the 
Milefian race. 

The only divilions which a traveller, who palTed through the kingdom without making 
any refidence could make, would be into people of conliderable fortune and mob. The 
intermediate divilion of the fcalc, fo numerous and refpeflable in England, would hardly 
attrad the lead notice,in Ireland. A refidence in the kingdom convinces one, however, 
that there is another clafs inr general of fmall fortune,— country gentlemen and renters 
of land. The manners, habits, and cudoms of people of confiderable fortune are much 
the fame every where, at lead there is very little difference between England, and Ire- 
land, it is among the common people one mud look for thofe traits by which we dif- 
crimmate a national charaflcr. The circumdances which druck m« mod in the common 
Irifli w'cre, vivacity and a great and eloquent volubility of fpeech ; one would think they 
could take fnuff and talk without tiring till doomfday. They are infinitely more cheer* 
<ful and lively than any thing we commonly fee in England, having nothing of that m- 
civility of fullen filence with which fo many Englilhmcn feem to wrap themfelves up, 
as if retiring wiriiin therr own importance. Lazy tn an excefs at work, butj fo fpiritedly 
adivc at play, that at hurling, whiebjs tlie cricket“of favages, they Ihew the greatelc 
fcatf'of ability. 7’heir love of' fociety is as remarkable as their curiofity is infatiabic ; and 
their hoipitality to all comers,'l)e thwr own poverty ever fo pinching, has too much mU- 
•rit to* befforgotten. Pleafad to enjoyment with a joke, or witty repartee, th6y will repeat 
it 'with fuch expreflicvi, that the laugh will be uiuverCal. Warm friends and revtmgeful 
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enemies ; they are inviolable in their fecrecy, and inevitable in their rcllntmcnt ; witli 
fuch a notion of honour, that neither threat nor reward would induce them to betray 
the fecrct or perfon of a man, though an oppreffor, whole property they would plundcV 
without ceremony. Hard drinkers and quarrelfomc ; great liars, but civil, I'ubniiflive, 
and obedient. Dancing is fo univerfal among them, that there are every where itinerant 
dancmg-maflcrs, to whom the cottars pay lixpence a quarter for teaching their families, 
Befides the Irifli jig, which they can dance with a moft luxuriant exprellion, minuets 
and country-dances are taught ; and I even heard feme talk of cotillioms co ning in. 

Some degree of education is alfo general, hedge fchools, as they arc called, (they might 
as well be termed ditch ones, for I have fecn many a ditch full of Ichohy's,) are every 
where to hornet with where reading and writing are taught ; fchools arc aUb common 
fc'r men ; I have feeu a dozen j'reat fellows at fchool, and was told they \vf?re educating 
witli an intention of being prietls. Many ftrokes in their character are evidently (o bu 
a(cril)L'd to the extreme oppri?flion undi r vvhijh they live. If they are as great thieves 
and liars as they are reported, it is certainly owing to this caufe. 

If from the low’eft clafs w e rife to the hi'dicft, all liierc is gaiety^ pleafurc, luxury, 
and extravagance; tl)o town [!fv at Dublin is formed on the model of that of London. 
Every night in the winter then; i • a ball cv a parly, where the polite circle meet, not to 
enjoy but to fweat each other; a great c:*('wd crammed into tw’cnty fcctlquare gives a 
zeft to the of linull wlk and v hilt. There are feair or five houfes large 
enough to receive a company coimnodioully, but the n il are fo linall as to make par- 
ties delcllable. '1 here is however an agreeable fociety in Dublin, ia which a man of 
large fortune wall not find his time heavy. Tlie ftilc of living majr be gueffed from the 
fortunes of the rcfident nobility and great commoners ; thcrdJireiRiiout thirty that pof- 
fefs incomes from feven to twenty thoufand pounds a year, Th\ court has nothing 
remarkable or fplcndid in it, but varies very much, according to thl private iortune or 
lAerality of difpofition in tlie lord lieutenant, | 

In the country their life has fonic circumflanccs which are'not commogly fecn in 
England. Large traOs of land are kept in hand by every body to fupply the deficiencies 
of markets ; this gives fuch a plenty, that, united with the lownefs of taxes and prices, 
one would fuppole it difficult for them todpend their incomes, if Dublin in the winter 
did not lend affillance. Let it be coufidcred that the prices of meat arc much lower 
than in England ; poultry only a fourth of the price ; wild fowl and fifli in vadly greater 
plenty ; rum and brandy not half th(‘ price ; coffee, tea, and \vii!es far cheaper ; labour 
not above a third ; lifrvants’ w’ages upon an average thirty per cent, cheaper. That 
taxes arc inconliderahle, for there is no land-tax, no poor-rates, no w^indow-tax, no candle 
or foap-tax^ only half a wheel-tax, no fervantsUax, and a variety of other articles heavily 
burthened in England, but not in Ireland. ConfidcTing all this, one would think they 
could not fpend their incomes; they do contrive it howeycr. In this bufinefs thty are 
aflified by two cuftoins that have an admirable tendenc*y t6 it, great numbers of horfes 
and fervants. ^ ^ 

Sn England fuch cxtcnfivc demefnes would be parks around the feats for beauty as 
much as ufc, but it is not fo in Ireland ; the words deer-jjark and demefne are to be 
ilifluiguifBed ; there are great dnjyjijes without* any parks, !)ut a want of tafle, too 
common in Ireland, is having a deer-park at a A’ftaiice from the houfe ; tly? rcfitlencc 
furrounded by walls, or hedge?, or cabins ; and the l^vn inclofure /Mattered \yili ani- 
mals of various forts, perhaps three miles off. I'he fiuafl (Juantity ol corn projjprtioncd 
to the total acres, fliews how little tillage is attenvled to cvel^by thofe who are the |^ell 
able to carjry it on j and^thc column of turnips prov5;s in the tlcareil manner* vfcat 
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the progrei's of improvement is in that kingdom. The number of horfes may almofl: 
Ije eftcemcdja fatire upon common fenfc ; were they well fed enough to be ofeful, they 
would not be fo numerous, but I have found a good hack for a common ride fcarcc in 
a houfe whore there were a hundred. Upon an average, the horfes in gentlemen’s 
Aablcs throughout the kingdom arc not fed half fo well as they are in England by men 
of equal fortune ; yet the number makes the expcnce of them very heavy. , 

Another circumrtattce to be remarked in the country life is the miferablenefs of many 
of their houfes ; there are men of five thoufand a year in Ireland, who live in habitations 
that a man of feven hundred a year in England would difdain ; an air of neatnefs order, 
di efs, zr\(\ praprcic, is wanting to a furprifing degree around the manfiun; even hew and 
excellent houfes have often nothing of this about them. But the badnefs of the houfes is 
remedying every hour throughout the whole kingdom, for the number of new ones juft 
built, or building, is prodigioiifly great. I fliould fuppofc there were not ten dwellings 
in the kingdom thirty years ago that wfre fit for an Englifli pig to live in.^ Gardens 
were equally bad, but now they arc running into the contrary extreme, and wall in five, 
fix, ten, and even twenty Irifli acres for a garden, but generally double or treble what 
is necclfary. 

The tables of people of fortune arc very plentifully fpread ; many elegantly, differing 
in nothing from thofc of England. 1 think I remarked that venifon wants the llavour 
it lias with us, probably for the fame rcafon, that the produce of rich parks is never 
equal to that of poor ones; the moifluro of the climate, and the richnefs of the foil, 
give fat but not flavour. Another rcafon is the finalincfs of the parks, a man who ha.s 
three or four thouffnd acres in his hands, has not perhaps above three or four hundred 
in his deer-park, ^Js.rlf ^ange is a great point for good venifon. Nor do I think that 
garden vegetables have the flavour found in thole of England, certainly owing to the 
climate ; green p^.s I found every where perfedly infipid, and lettuce, fkc. not good. 
Claret is the comifion wine of all tables, and fo much inferior to what is drank in Eng- 
land, that it docs not appear to be the fame wine ; but their port Is incomparable, fo 
much better than the Englifh, as to prove, if proof was wanting, the abominable adulte- 
rations it muft undergo with tis. Drinking and duelling are two charges which have 
long been allcdged againft the gentlemen of Ireland, but the change of manners wfiich 
has taken place in that kingdom is not generally known in England. Drunkennefs 
ought no longer to be a reprp'ach, for at every table I was at in Ireland I faw a perfed 
freedom reign, every 'perfon, drank juft as little as they pleafed, nor have I ever been 
alked to drink a tingle glafs more than I had an inclination for ; I may go farther and 
aflert that hard drinkhig is very rare among people of fortune ; yet it is certain that 
they fit much longer at tabic than in England. I was much furprifed at firft going over 
to find no fummons to coffee, the company often fitting till eight, nine, or ten o’clock 
befc/e they went to the ladies. If a gentleman likes tea or coffee, he retires without 
faying any thing ; a flranger of rank may propofe it to the mafter of the houfe, who 
^rom ^ufioin contrary to that of England, will not ftir till he receives fuch a hint, as 
they think it would imply a defire to fave their wine. “ If the gentlemen were generally 
defirous of tea, I take it^ foi; granted they would have it, but their flighting is onejneon- 
venience to fuch as defire it, not knowing when':.t,?s provided, converfation may carry 
theip beyond the time, and then if thciy do trifle over thecoflfee it will certainly be cold. 
ThereJs a v/ant*of attention, in this, which the ladies fhould remedy, if they will not 
break tb^ old cuftom an^end to the gentlemen, which is what they ought to do, they 
ce^'tainly fhould have a falv'er frcfli. 1 muft however remark, that at the politeft tables, 
wl^icfi arethofeof people who* have refided much out of Irelapd,,this point iseondufted 
cj^ufllv as u is ill EngUmd. 

Duelling 
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Duelling was once carried to an excefs, wliich was a real reproach a'.ul fcanllul to 
the kingdom ; it of courfe proceeded from cxcclfivc drinking ; us tlie cauie iias difap- 
pcarcd,''the efieft has nearly followed ; not however entirely, for it is yet Ijir more com- 
mon among people of fafliion than in England. Of all praaices a man who felt for 
the honour ‘of his country, would wilh fooncit to hanilh this, for there is not one lavour- 
ablc conclufion to be drawn from it : as to courage no’oody can queition that of a [rti- 
iite and enlightened nation, entitled to a fliarc of the reputation of the age ; hut it im- 
plies uncivilized manners, an ignorance of tliofe forms which govern polite focieti-s, or 
elfe a brutal drunkennefs ; the latter is no longer the eaufe or the pn-ionte. As to 
the former, they would place the national cliarucler fo backw'urd, would take from it 
fo much of its pretence to civilization, elegance and politencis of manners, tli.it no true 
Irilhman would be plcafed with the iniptiUilion. Certain it is, that m.ne are fo captious 
as thofe who think thcmfelves neglettcd or d'-fpifed ; and none are lo ready to believe 
thcmfelves either one or the other, as perfons unufed to good company. Captious people, 
therefore, who are ready to take an affront, mftff. inevitably liave been aocuffomed to ill 
company, unlcfs there Ihould be foinetliing uneonimuiily crooked ya tlnir natural dif- 
pofitions, w'bich Is not to bo fuppofeJ. i.et every man that Itglits hi5 one, twq, three, 
or half a dozen duels, receive it as a maxim, that every one l.e adds to the number is 
but an additional proof of his being ill educated, and having vitiated his maimers by the 
contagion of bad company ; who is it that can reckon the moll numerous rencontres? 
who but the bucks, bloods, landjobbers, and little drunken country gentlemen ? Ought 
not people of fafliion to bluffi at a pradice which will very foon be the diftmaion only 
of the moll contemptible of the people ? the point of honour will and muff reinam tor 
the dccifion of certain affronts, but it will rarely be had rec«yH^> m polite, fenfible, 
and well-bred company. The practice among real gentlemen land every day de- 
clining is a ffrong proof that a knowl/idge of the world correas thl old manners, and 
cc/hfo Jicntly its having ever been ifrcvalent was owing to the cauiy to which I have 

^*^*^Thcre ^is another point of manners fomewhat conneacd with the prcfeflt fubjea, 
w hich partly induced me to place a motto at the Ijead ot this feaion. It is the condua 
of iurks : the criminal law of Ireland is the fame as that of England, but m the execu- 
tion it is fo different, as fcarcely to be known. I believe it is a fad, at leaft I have been 
aflured fo, that no man was ever hanged in Ireland fmtAilling another m a duel . the 
fecurity is fuch that nobody ever thought of removing ou\)f the vyay of juftice y^tlierc 
have been deaths of that fort, which had no more to do with honour than ffabbing m 
the dark. I believe Ireland is the only country in Europe, I am lure it is the only 
mrt of thcBritifli dominions where aflbciation^ among men of fortune are nccelTary for 
apprehending ravifliers. It is fcarccly cre- Jible "how many young women have even of 
lam years been ravifbed, and carried off in order (as they generally have fortunes) to 
Lin » appeanince a voluntary niarriage. Thofe atliaus „ is trao, are not comnBtted 
by the dais I am confidcring at prelent ; but they are tried by them, and acquitted. I 
thtek there has been only one ih^n executed lor that enme, w hich is lo common as t j 
occafion the affociations 1 mentioned ; it is to this lupine execution of the law that fuch 
enorniitie^are owing. Another ci^cumffance wl.irji has the.efl*ct of fweemng all lorts 
S offenders is men of fortune prottJCfTng them, ajid making mtereft tor their acquittal, 
which is attended with a variety of evil confequences. I h^^d it boaf^pd yt liie capnty 
Tf Fermannagh, that there had not been a man haiiged»ni*t^ tor two and tweVty ^ears ; 
dl I concludfd from this was, that there had been' many a m "ho deferveiyt richly. 
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IjCI me, however, conclude what I have to obferve on the condud; of the principal 
j) ^ople rtluljnjr in IreliinJ, that there are great numbers among them who are as liberal 
in all ihc ii’ i'.\'as as any people in Europe } that they have feen the errors which have 
given an III charatler to the manners of their country, and done every thing that example 
could tth'cl to produce a change ; that that happy change has been partly elTefted, 
and is eft’eilding every Itpur, infomuch that a man may go into a vaft variety of families 
which he will find a^uated by no. other principles than thofe of the molt cultivated po« 
litenels, and the tnqft liberal urbanity. 

But I mull now come to another clafs of people, to whofe condud it is almoll en- 
tirely owing, that the character of the nation has not that luftre abroad, which I dare 
aiTcrt it will i’oon very generally merit: this is the clafs of little country gentlemen*} 
tenants, who drink their claret by means of profit rents } jobbers in farms } bucks } 
your fellows with round hats, edged with gold, who hunt in the day, get drunk in the 
evening, and fight the next morning. I lhall not dwell on a fubjeft fo perfectly difa* 
greeable, but remark that ihcfe are the '/nen among whom drinking, wrangling, quar- 
reling, fighting, ravifliing. &c. &c. &c. are found as in their native loil } once to a de- 
gree that made tHem the pell ol fociety ; they are growing better, but even now, one or 
two of them got by accident (where they have no bufmefs) into better companjT are 
fuflicient very much to liorange the plcafures that refult from a liberal converfation. A 
new fpirit ; new falhions ; new modes of politenefs exhibited by the higher ranks are 
imitated by the lower, which will, it is to be hoped, put an end to this race of beings } 
and either drive their fons and coufins into the army or navy, or fink them into plain 
farmers like thofe we have in England, where it is common to fee men with much greater 
property without p^et/'tjdmg to be gentlemen. 1 repeat it from the intelligence I re- 
ceived, that even tlri cl^fs are very different from what they were twenty years ago, and 
improve fo fall th:r the time will foon come when the national charatler will not be 
degraded by any t. 

That charadler^s upon the whole refpeflable : it would be unfair to attribute to the 
nation at large the vices and follies of only one clafs of individuals. I hofe perfons from 
whom it is candid to take a general effimate do credit to their country. That they are 
a people learned, lively, and ingenious, the admirable authors they have produced will 
be an eternal monument } witnefs their Swift, Sterne, Congreve, Boyle, Berkeley, Steele, 
Farquhar, Southerne, and G<ddfmith. Their taleut for eloquence is lelt, and acknow- 
ledged in the parliaments of ' both the kingdoms. Our own fervice both by fca and 
land, as well as that (unfortunately for us) of the principal monrrehies of Europ ■ fpeak 
.their fteady and determined courage. Every unprejudiced traveller who vifiis them 
will be as much plealed with their chea,''fulnefs, as obliged by their hofpitality } and 
will find them a brave, polite, and libc/^l people. 

^ *rht» exprtlBtm t* not to be taken in a general fenfo. God foibid I /hould give this charadlcr of all 
country gciitWien'eif fmall fortunes in Ireland: I liaveinTfclf betn acquainted with exceptions. — I mean 
only thatrlft'gcBVral they are sot tbe moft liberal people in the kingdom. 







( 8^^)' 

LETTERS 

^ CONCBIlMlltO 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE BASALTES 

OF THS 

NORTHERN COAST OF TH* COUNTY OF ANTRIM ; 

With 

AN ACCOUNT OF 1T3 ANTlQUlTUS, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS. 

BrTHE REF. WILLIAM HAMILLOIL, A.M. F.T.L.D. 


LETTER L 

DEAR SIR, Porlrt/jh, July 20, 1784. 

M y naiural curiofity, and the wifli 1 had to trace the whole extent o[‘ the B.ifaltcs 
of this country, induced me to make a fliort voyage, loine d.iysago, to the ifland 
nf Raghcry which lies fix or fcven miles off the north coad of Antriin, oppoHte lo 
B.illyca-ie bay. 

1 enjoyed a good deal of pleafure in examining that little fpot, which to me was almoft 
a new kingdom ; and if an account of it can at all conuibute toamufe an idle hour of 
yours, i ilnill more than double my own gratification. ) 

'J'hough the ifland be not very remote, yet its fituation, fo \aiiich ('xpofl'd to the 
northern ocean, and the turbulence of its irregular tides, have* thrown fucli difliculties 
In the way of landiincii, that few have vifited it but from nccclTiiV ; and fomc curitius 
arungenients ot the columnar bafaltes, with which it abounds? have never been noticed, 
cxc<‘pt by the inhabitants. 

'i iie chalky tc;ifls of Raghery, crowned by a venerable covering c»f brown rock, form 
a v.’ry beautiful and pidurel’que appearance as one fails toward them ; and if the lur- 
bul.nce of the fea do not relfrain the eyes and fancy from expatiating around, luch a 
/] rikii'.g f inihtude appears between this and the oppofiVe coafl, as rcaJiW fuggefls an idea 
that ilio ifl nd might once have formed a part of the adioiuiagtcountry, fioin whence it 
h(\'n difunited I*y fome violent Ihock of nature. ^ 

You, to whom dcmonflraiion is familiar, will naturally wonder to fee two fliores, 
fevcD or eight miles alunder, fo expediiiouny conncclcd by inch a llender and fanciful 
middle termas apparent limilitude; and yet the likenels is fo itrong, and atundcd with 
fuch peculiar circilm (lances, that 1 do not entirely defpair of prevailing even on, you ro 
acknowledge my opinion as a probable one. ♦ 

It docs net appear unreafonablc to conclude, that if two pieces of land, fepnrat(‘d 
1"rom each other by a chafm,*lFe compofed of the fame kind of materials, fmiilarly^ar- 
raiy^ed at equal elevations, ihefe different lands might have breii ori^n'iially ctmnoctedf 
-iiid the ohaim be otily accidcnljilv -.For let ns* conceive* th*e matenrlri to be depofited 
by any of th^ elements nf fire, air, earth, or v.iatcr, ord'iy any caufe whatever, ^anu k is. 
not. likely that this caufe, otherwile general, fliould h operAtioxiS iVgujairly Hop 

fuort at ifae cfaafm. "■ I ^ * 


RacIUuii Rachrin. 


\Vhi|c limc-ftonct 
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The materials of which the ifland of Raghery is compofed, are accurately the fame 
as thofc of the oppofite fliore, and the arrangement anfvvcrs fo clolely, as almolt to de- 
inonftratc Jit firfl view their former union* But to explain this nioic clearly j it will be 
ncceflary to give you a. general fketcli of this whole line of coalh 

The northern coaft of Antrim feems to have been originally a compaft body of Iniic- 
llone rock, confiderably higher than the prefciit level of the fca; ove^ which, at fome 
later period, extenfive bodies of vitriliable floiie have .been luperinduccd in a Hate otc 
foftiiels. The original calcarious ftratum appears to be very.much deranged and inter- 
rupted by thefe incumbent mafles. In fome places it is depreffed greatly below its an- 
cient level — ftiortly after it is borne down to the water’s edge, and can be traced uruier 
its furface— by and by it dips entirely, and fccins irretrievably loft under the fuperioi 
ina fliort fpacc, however, it begins to emerge, and alter a fimilar vaiiation reco- 
vers its original height. ^ . i i />« • 

In this manner, and with fuch repeated vicifiltiules ol elevation and deprcllion, it pur- 

fiics a courlc of forty miles along the coaft^from Lough hoyle to Lough Larne# ^ 

It naturally becomes an objeeb of curiofity to enquire what tlic fubllancc is fioni 
which the lirne-llonc feems thus to have flirunk, burying itlelf (as it were in teiror) 
under the covering of the ocean ; and on examination it appears to be the co.unxuai 
bafaltcs, under which the lime-ftone llratum is never found, nor indeed docs it ever ap- 
proach nearer to it without evident figns of derangement. 

Thus for example :-ihe chalky cliffs may be difeovered a little caftward from Port- 
rufti f after a fhort coiirfe, they are fuddenly deprelled to the water s edge under Dun- 
luce caftle, and foon after loft entirely in paffing near the bafalt hill of Dunluce, wdiofe 
craigs near the fea are all^^umnar. At the river Bufii the lime-ftone recovers, and 
fkims for a moment al>*tg^ level of the fea, but immediately yanifhes on approaching 
toward the great bafa.t promontory of Bengorc, under which it is completely loft for 
the fpace of more than three miles# ^ ^ ^ 

Eaflvvard from th(( ice, beyond Dunfcvcrick .caftle, it again emerges, and iifing to a 
conruh^'rablc height, forms a beautiful barrier to White Park bay and the Ballinloy more# 
Alter this it fufters a temporary depreflion near the bafalt hill of knockfoghy, and then 
ranges along the coaft as far as Bally’caftle bay. 

I'airhead, ftanding with magnificence on its maffy columns of bafaltes, again exter- 
minates it ; and once again it riles to the eaftward, and purfues its devious courlc, 
forming, on the Glenarni Ihorc^ aline of coaft the nioft faiitaftically beautiful that can 

be imagined. , 

If this tedious expedition has not entirely w’^orn out your patience, let us now take a 
view of the coaft of Raghery itfelf, from tho lofty furamit of Fairhead, which overlooks 
it. Weftward, w'c fee its white cliffs rifing abruptly from the ocean, correfponding 
accui*ately in materials and elevation with thofc ol the oppofite fliorc, and like them 
crownco with a venerable load of the lame vitrifiablc rock. Eaft warci, wx behold it dip 
to the level of the fea, and foon give place to many beautiful arrangements of tofalt 
pillars, which form the caftern end of the ifland, and lie oppofite to •the bafaltes of Fair- 
head, affording in every part a reafonablc prefuinption that the two coafts were formerly 
conne<3;ed, and that each was created aijd deranged by the fame caufes extenfivyy ope- 
rating over botli# 

But Jt is not Jn ^hefe larger features 'alone that the fimilitudc may be^ traced } the 
more miiiute/^d accidental cipetiTthlahccs ferve equally well to afeertain it. 

Thus hnt jjieterogenejus m>k)s or freeftone, coals, iron ore, &c. which forms the eait 
(ide of l^lly|l:afl;le bay^ ajid appears quite dilferent from the common foffils of the coun- 
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ti7, may be traced alfo dircSly oppofite, running into Raghery» with circumftanccs 
wltich almoft deinonftrably afccrtain it to be th'e fame vein. ^ 

What I would infer from hence is, that this whole coaft has undergone confiderable 
changes in the courfe of fucceffive ages ; that thofe abrupt promontories, which now 
run wildly into the ocean, in proud defiance of its boiflcrous waves, have been rendered 
.broken and irregular by fome violent convulfion of nature ; and that the illand of R'ag- 
hery, (landing as it were in the midll between this and the Scottifli coaft, may be the 
furviving fragment of a large traft of country which at forae period of time has been 
buried in the deep. 

But I (hall wave this tedious fubjeft for the prefent, and endeavour to compenfate 
for the drynefs of this letter by fome account of the Rate and fingulariiies of this little 
illand. 

In the mean time, I niuft entreat you will be fo candid as to give me timely notice 
whenever my letters become dull and unent^rtaining — 1 fliall otherwife lofc my labour 
to very bad purpofc, as the chief objeeft of them is to amufe you. 

I am, dear Sir, with the greateft rcfptd, your a^eflionate, &c. 


LETTER II. 

DEAR SIR, Porirujh, July 27. 

THE remarkable hazinefs which has prevailed in our atmofpherc, during the whole 
of this fummiT, both by fca and land, has been very unfavourable to views along the 
coaft, and even in the lliort trip I made to Raghery, gave to be apprehenfive 

of miffing our courfe, as tlie rapidity of the tide foou carries a veCel clear oi the illand. 
However, with the alliftance of a gle.un from the meridian fun, wo got fafely acrofs the 
•channel in the fpace of two or three hours. 

Raghery is near live miles in length, and about three quarters tJf a niile in breadth ; 
toward the middle it is bent in an angle oppofite to Ballycaftle, and fortnk a tolerable 
bay, affording good anchr)r.'.gc, in deep water*with a ftili clay bottom ; but a wefterly 
wind raifes fuch a heavy fwell all along this coaft, that few vcffols can ride out a gale 
from that quarter. ' 

Its tides arc very remarkable. Here it is that the groat body of water which 
flows from the ocean during the flood tide, to fupply th» north part of the Irilh channel, 
is firft coiifincil and broken in its courfe ; and a large jRjrtion of it is returned near the 
welt end of the illand, in a counter tide, which fupplies all the loughs and bays for the 
fpace of thirty miles, running toward the tveft, along the counties of Antrim, Derry, 
and Donegall ; while in the mean time the tnie_tide of flood runs toward the call, at 
the diftance of a f<»w miles from the coaft, parallel to the former. ^ 

From fuch eddies as this, many fmgular irregularities jirife, and in feveral places the 
tide from the wellward (or the flood tide, as they denominate iQ appears to flow nine 
Itours, while the ebb continues smly three. * ^ * » 

%amcn, who arc accuftomed to navigate along this coaft, know well how to life thefu, 
different fWeams to good purpof*. i'or example : a fhip leafing Difljliu with the flood 
tide (which cqihes iiuo the Irilh channel from the fouthward) may’with a leading wind 
reach the county of Down ; there the veffel will. fall. vl with the nartharn tide'of ebb, 
juft then bjpginning to' return to the ocean. With thlTitUftance of this curi*ent‘, and tho 
fame leading breeze, tlic fliip may fetch the ifle' of Kaglwry j where a judittous pilot, 
inflead of qppofing _the^ returning tide of flood, may drop iuto a northern eddy^ 
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wilf carry him as far as Lough Swilly ; where the true tide of ebb will again receive 
him, and bear his lliip out of the weftern ocean. 

Thus by prudent management may he enjoy the advantage of four different fucceffivc 
tides, all favourable to his voyage. 

The weftern winds (which prevail here during far the greater part of the year)fwceping 
with an uninterrupted blaft over the Atlantic Oec.-in, roll a moll: foruifdable wave along 
this coaft, of which I had fomc experience in crofting to the illand. The day was un-* 
commonly ftill, not a breath of wind to ruffle the water, and yet a heavy majcftic fwell, 
ever heaving forw’ard feemed to threaten ruin to onr boat, and frequently hid from vievV 
even the lofty promontory of Fairhead. From this unrufflod furface, howevter, there 
was not the flijlthteft danger to be apprehended, and our veft'olrofe anddefeended on 
the gliffy wave with entire lecurity. How changed was this feme in the courfe of a few 
hours! The moment that the ebb began to return to the ocean, ruffling in oppofition 
to this weftern fwell, all was confufion and tumult. The long wave which had juft be- 
fore rolled forward in filent majefty, was 'now fretted and broken into a tempelluous 
fea which the ftouteft boats dare not encountpr, and even the beft fliips wiffl to avoid. 

This alternate feene of peace and war takes place twice every day, and it is by attention 
to this circumllance that the pafHige is made with tolerable fecurity. 

The little ikiff in which I liaVigatcd was built of very flight materials, and did not 
feem to me well calculated to buffet thefe ftormy feas. I obftrved that we had received 
a good . deal of water into itj and on expreffing iny uneaffnels that there was no 
vifible means of throwing it out, one of the men inflantly took olFhis brogue, with which 
he foon cleared the ve|lel of water, and put it on his foot again without feeming to feel 
the flightcft inconvenrejjaa^ra the wetnefs of it ; leaving me quite at eafe on the fub- 
\e& of pumping the y 

Raghery contains 1- about twelve hundred inhabitants, and is rather over peopled, as 
there is no confiderable manufaffurc which might give employment to any fuperfluous 
hands*. ^ • 

The cultivated land is kindly enough, and produces excellent barley. In a plentiful 
•year fix hundcred pounds worth of this grain has been exported from it. The efaigy 
pafturage fattens a finall, but delicious breed of ffleep. Even its inhofpitable rocks fup- 
ply to the MSind of induftrjua rich fource of wealth, in the fea-weed it affords for the 
manufafture of kelp, whi^, under an indulgent landlord, often goes near to pay the 
whole' rent of the illand t* • 

• From a cenCitif fincc.licfd by the prieft «f tfie ifland, in order to.Iay a fax of one (hilling on each perfon 
above flit- aj^-c o/‘/jxteen years, for the purpofe of erviiinif a maft-houfe, it appears that the numbers amount 
to rJeven hiir.drrd ; there are one hundred and forty famiJiVs, whioh almott average at the rate of eight 
in foils to each fumily- The cenfus has produced a great deal of iiiiearmefs in the ifland, from an opinion 
th^r one prrfnii will diV during the year in each family fo numbered. . 

f "I’his y ar an hundred tons of/:cIp have been exported from Kaghery, which was bought by the linen 
llcachcis ol il>c nurih of Ireland, at 5I 5s. per ion, the whotc amounting to more thm 92^!. The annual 
Ten* of t^e Iflmd is but fcol. 'i hia entire tnanufadurc is carried ow by women and children, while the 
men aie employed in more hazardous fervices. At low water th# fea-weed is cut from the rocks, afed 
fpread out bvfore the fun la dry ; at night it is made up in little parctU, which arc opened and (haken out 
again whenever the Weather pk rnvls ; ibis p^ocefs U continued till the weed becomes dry eiiAugli^to be 
burnt, A hole is ibep made in the ground, and a little tfltipo /ary kiln treked, of loofc (tones, in which 
the weod is cautioufly and gradually burned. 'During this procefs the ▼egelablc fill, and every thing not 
capable of being cafily* diffipattd by th^lire, melts, and coalcfces in one mafs at the bottom of the kiln. In 
thib ftaie'it is exported, no means havfnf; been yet cftabliflied here, or in any ptfrt of the adjoining coaft, to 
purify tiic'Mkalinc fait from the vstrious'mixtufes of marine fait, &c. with which it abounds, • 
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Thehorfes, as well as the (Keep, are fmall in kind, but extremely rervlceable,”an<i 
fure footed beyond conception. Of this I had a ftrong proof in a little expedition 
which I made through »hc ifland with Mr. Gage, the holpitable proprietor of it. You 
niuft know it was but the other day the people of Raghcry recollefted that a road might 
be fome convenience to them, fo that in our excurfion we were obliged to follow the 
old cuftom of riding over precipices, which would not appear contemptible, even to*a 
man that enjoyed the full ufe of his legs. 

_ . It feeins tny horfe, though, fifteen or fixteen years old, had never before felt a bridle 
in his moulh, < and after many attempts to lliake it off, in a very critical fituation, on 
the top of a very rugged precipice, he refufed to proceed one ftep further, while this 
incumbrance impeded him. Having no other refource I was obliged to comply, and 
was carried over an exceeding dangerous heap of rocks, with a degree of caution which 
amazed me in the ntidft of my terrors- 

It is fomewhat lingular that thisi/Iand ihoult^iiot contain any native quadruped, except 
thofc univerfal travellers the rats*, and the little fhrevv moufe which is fometimes 
found. lJut the various tribes of foxes, hares, rabbits, badgers, &c. ^or which it might 
afford excellent (hclter, and which abound on the oppofite Ihorc, are here unknown. 
A few brace of hares indeed were lately introduced by the proprietor, which bid fait 
to produce a large Increafe. 

A good many years ago. Lord Antrim gave orders to his huntfman to tranfport a 
couple of foxes into the ifland, for the purpofe of propagating that precious breed of 
animals. But the inhabitants alTcmbled in confternation, and having fubferibed each a 
Iiaiik of yarn, prevailed on the huntfman to difobey orders. However he was fharp 
enough to take the hint, and for fome years paid his annurfl'vifi'',<o Raghery, for the 
purpofe of raifing a regular tribute, fo iavc the poor Hlandcir, fr'm tbofe defoJatmg 
invaders. 

'The inhabitants are a /imple, laborious and honefl race of people, and po/le/s a 
degree of affeftion for their ifland which may very much furprife a llranger. In con- 
verfation they always talk of Ireland as a foreign kingdom, and really have fcarcely any 
intercourfe with it except in the way of their little trade. A common and heavy curfe 
among them is — “ May Ireland be your hinder end.” 

From this a/rwr patria arifes their great population, notwithffanding the perils which 
attend their turbulent coaft, as they never entertain a thought of trying to better their for-, 
tunc, by fettling in any of the neighbouring towns of Antrim. . • 

The tedious proceffefe of civil law are little known in Raghery •, and Indeed the af- 
feftion which they bear to their landlord, whom they always fpeak of by the endearing 
name of maftcr, together with thpir own fimpficity of manners, renders the interference 
of the civil magillratif very utmcceffary. The feizure of a cow or a horfe, for a few 
days, to bring the dc^uUcr to a fenfe of duty j or a copious draught of Iklt-water from 
the furrounding ocean in criminal cafes, forms the greater part of the fanclions and 
puniihments of the ifland. If ^e offender be wicked beyond hope, banifhment to Ire- 
land is the dernier refort, and fdon frees the community from this peffilential ineftibcr.jf 

In a fequeftered ifland like this, one would expeft to find bigoted fuperftition flourilh 
fuccefsfully under the aufpices of tljc Rpmifli churtdi ; but the ihnplicit}' of the iflanders 
does/SSDt fofter;any uncharitable tenets, and, contrary to one’s expeflation, th^ are 

• I had fonip hope that the native black rat of this kingdom, have fccured a retreat iirthM^ib- 

quellcred illandf but in vain, their powerful northern enemtea,' withlhe cpicity of the old Danea.* biJ|) with 
more fuccefs, have utterly exterminated the natives, and the rat of Norway has completely extended ^.ia 
ivadeful Jomintop over Raghery. * _ ■ 

voJb. III. 5 ^ ntather 
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neither grofsiy fuperilltious, nor rank bigots, but have been known to hold the unchrif. 
t;an do^rines of their late Spanifh priell in great contenf^r; nay, in cafes of neceffity 
they do not Scruple to apply for alfiftance to the Proteftant minifter. Of their good will, 
to the eftabliflicd church, they giver an annual proof which one rarely finds in any other 
part of Ireland : the minifter’s tythe amounts to about tool, per anpiim, and when the 
iflandcrs have got in their own harvefl, they give the parfon a day with their hbrfes and 
cars, and bring the entire tythe home to his form yard. * 

' The chief defideratum of the iflanders is a phyfician, the want of vtrhom they feem to 
eonfider as their greateft misfortune, thodgh their mailer appears to be ,of a very dHFe* 
r>. nc fentiment ; and indeed the remarkable population of Raghery makes much in 
vour of his Opinion. , . ^ 

Small as this Ipot is, one can ncverthclel's trace two different charaflers among its inha« 
bitants. llic Kenramer, or wcflcrn end, is craggy and mountainous, the land in the 
vallies is rich and well cultivated, but the coall dellitute of harbours. A fingle native 
is here known to fix his rope to a (lake efriven into the futnmit of a precipice, and from 
thence, alone, and unaflllled, to fwing down the face of a rock in quefl of the nefts 
of fea fowl. From hence a£livity, Ixidily flrength, and felf-dependence, are eminent 
among the Kenramer men. Want of intercourfe with ftrangers has preferved many pe- 
culiarities, and their native Irifli feems to be the univerfal language. 

The Ufhet end, on the contrary, is barren in its foil, but more open and well fup- 
plicd with little harbours ; hence its inhabitants arc become filhermen, are accuflomed 
to make fhort voyages, and to barter. Intercourfe with ftrangers has rubbed off many 
of their peculiarities, and the Englifh language is well undcrltood and generally fpoken 
among them. 

This diUin£lioii Fwar may feem foolifhly fpeculative, confidering the diminutive ob- 
je£l of it, and yet'l allure you it is a matter of fa£l ; and the inhabitants themfelves 
are fo well aware of it, that in perilous fituations different offices and flations are a^p- 
-poirfted to each, /ccocding as he is an Ufhet or Kenramer man. 

Raglfei®y has formerly been as it were a ftepping-flone between the Irifli and Scottifh 
coalls, which the natives of each country alternately ufed in their various expeditions, 
and for which they frequently fought. 

A number of ftnall tumuli were lately opened in a little plain about the middle of 
the ifland, probably the monuments of fo many heroes who in former ages had fallen 
honourably in this wyy field , of battle. The chief himfelf lay in a done coffin, and 
befide’ him an earthen velfeJ flood, which, by the refiduum ftill vifiblc, feemed for- 
merly to have contained an offering of blood, or fome perifhable animal fubflance. Within 
the tumuli lay a confidcrable number of* human bones, the remains of more ignoble 
men who might have fallen by the'like fate of war. 

Brazen fwords; and fpear heads of the fame metal, found itt tfiis plain, bear flrong 
evidence of the bloody fc^es which have been 'tranfa£led here in remote ages. A, 
large filver fibula was round in one of the tumuli, winch is depofited in the mufeum 
of Trinity college, Dublin ; the workmanfhip is goo^,* nd argues confiderable lki(} in 
the artifl. , • , 

The traditions of the country do, not go beyond the obfeure period of ScottSh Wfl 
Danifh incurfione, which have alternately ravaged ‘and depopulated the ifland, ^ The 
meefbry of a cniel raaflkcrc-, perpetrated by a Scottifli clan (1 thinkf the-Gampbells)' 
remains fo (Irongly imprelfem^n the minds of the prefent inmbitants, that na peribn. 
.■«f thaMiame is allowed to.iTettls in the UUntL 
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During the difturbances in Scotland, which fucceeded the appointment of Baliol tu 
the crown of that kingdom^ Robert Bruce was driven out and obliged to take fheltcr, 
with a friend of his, in the ifle of Raghery *. However his enemies purfuedliitn evert 
to this remote fpot and forced him to embark in a little Ikiif, and feek refuge on thu 
ocean. The remains of a fortrefs are yet villblc on the northern angle of the illand, 
celebrated for the defence which this hero made in it, and ftill known by the name oj.' 
Robert Bruce’s caftle. The antiquity of this building is therefore not much lefs than 
five hundred years ; it may in'decd be conflderably older, as the time whi(h Bruce fpenc 
in Raghery was fcarcely fufHcient for the purpofe of crefting it. 

One thing concerning this caftle is worth remarking, that the lime of which it is biiiir, 
has been burned with fea coal, the cinders of which are Hill vifible in it, , and bear to 
ftrong a refemblance to the cinder of the Ballycaitle coal, as makes it extremely probable 
that our information concerning the colleries of that place were far from being an o’ i - 
ginal difeovery. Indeed there is reafon to believe that they were both well known, and 
extenfively .wrought at a period of time when* few people imagine the civilisation or 
finances of this kingdom were equal to fo expenfive an undertaking f. 

But this is a curious fubjeft, and I lhall take foinc other opportunity of giving you 
more information when you may not be fatigued with fo large, aa.l 1 fear fo tedious a 
letter. 


LETTER III. 


DEAR SIR, Portrujhf July 30. 

IN my return from Raghery, I fpent a few days at Ball>^n(llc, a town pretty con. 
fiderable in this part of the world, which has been almoll entirely the creation of one 
man, a Mr. Boyd, who died fome years ago. 

^According to the Perfian fyftem of moral duties J, it is likely Ireland cannot boafi of 
an individual who has more fully difeharged his truft than old Mr. Boy|d ; — not polTelTed 
of any confiderable fortune, not fupported by powerful natural connexions^ non* en- 
dowed with any very fuperior talents, this man opened public roads, formed a harbour, 
built a town, eltablilhed nianufadlures, and lived to (be a wild and law lefs country be- 
come populous, cultivated, and civilized.- In the mo(t literal fenfe his foul feems to have 
animatqd this little colony ; in him it enjoyed life and ftrength, and with him all vigour 
and animation perilhed. By an ill-judged diftribution of his fortune, and various un- 
toward and unforefeen accidents, the manfadlures of glafs ^ere neglcdfed, the breweries 
and tanneries were mifmanaged, the harbour became choaked with land, and even the 
collieries (from particular circumftances) are n«t wrought with fuch fpirit as the prefent 

* ** Rex ipfe cum uno plerumque comite, interim foliis, per loca maxlnie inculta percrraS.it, ct cum ne 
fic quirlem fibi tutus a civium perddia et hoftium crudclitate viderctur, in TEhudas, ad vciercm qucqdain 
amicum tranfmifit.” It is prob^hh ihis^vas the time" when Bruce came to Pgi^hery, l^uchanan*8 Ililk. Scot. 
Fordun, Barbour^ &c. fpccially mci^on his reddeuce in Rachlin. J. ^ ^ 

-j* *It may perhaps be imagined that coals liavebeea brought from Britain $ but a little refle^Flipn will 
ihe\v^ tliat to be extremely improbable, cv/ti fo late as the time of Robert Bruce. It was but jtid then lhav 
the En^iili theiciielves had difeovered the ufe of fca-coal as a fuel ; and wc find in the time of Edward I. that, 
afte)*' being Il'ich in London, they were Irgmedijtely prohibited on a hail^ ojlinion, tRat the vapour was 
iiox 4 Uu£>j the health of the inhabitants. Jt is not therefore to be readily believed, thiit at this early period 
Engliwd could have had any extenfive export trade in coals : or, if fo, it mull have been to fome poptilotii 
and civilized country, to roinq,rafc harbour, to a great and commerci^ egwn ; but, at tRe tiiRc we 
ahe Britiih chartj do not lay down a fingle village in all this.line of clall. • 

t Faire im enfant, et labourer un diamp.’’ Vide MonteTqiueu^ Periiin Letters, 
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proprietor wt)uld \riih to exert. In fhort, this gentleman condruftcd a tabO. excellent 
machine,, byt unfortunately left it without any permanent principle of motion.' 

The eaft^ fide of Ballycahle tenftinates in the bold |MX)montory of Fairhead. Be» 
tween this and the town lie the collieries, in an abrupt bank which overhangs, the Tea. 
Ships, however, cannot derive much advantage from this circumftance, as me unlheU 
tered fituation of the place, and the prevailing weftem winds, make a*delay on the coad 
extremely dangerous, and renders it difficult to embark the coals. • 

The different foffils which generally lie above the coal, are till, or ilate>coal, iron ore, 
and freeftone *. 

It unfortunately happens that thefe beds (like mod of the fofliis of this kingdom 
which are formed in layers) dip, or underlie, to the fouthward ; hence it follows, that 
when an horizontal adit, or level, has been pufhed forward to the bed of coal, from the 
deep bank which faces toward the north, the men, in following the mine, arc obliged 
to work downward, and have no means of carrying off the water ; whereas if the dip 
of the beds were In the contrary diredioti, (that is, toward the north,) the work moft be 
all up hill, by which the loaded waggons would have an eafy defeent outward, and all 
the water muft donftantly flow off toward the fea. 

In my laff letter I mentioned fome reafuns which might induce one to think that thefe 
Collieries were wrought at a very remote period of time ; but an accidental dif'eovery 
has lately put that matter beyond doubt, and has laid open a very curious circumftance 
In the ancient hiftory of this country. 

About twelve years ago the workmen, in pufhing forward a new adit toward the 
coal, unexpeftedly broke through the rock t into a cavern. The hole which they 
opened was not large, an^^ two young lads were made to creep, in with candles, to ex- 
plore this new regio'n. They accordingly went forward, and entered an extenfive laby- 
rinth branching off into numerous apartments, in the mazes and windings of which 
they were at laft completely loft. After various vain attempts to return, their fights were 
extinguifhed, anc^.they fat down together in utter defpair of an efcape from this dreary 
dungeon.' In the mean time, the people without in the drift were alarmed for their 
fiifety ; frefli hands were employed, a paffage was at laft made for the workmen, and 
the two unfortunate adventurers extricated after a whole night’s imprifonment. 

'On examining this fubterranean wonder, it was found to be a complete gallery which 
had been driven forward many bundl ed yards to the bed of coal ; — that it branched off 
into various chambers where the miners had carried on their different works } — that 
pillars were left at proper iqiervals, to fupport the roof ; in fhort, it was found to be 
an extenfive mine, wrought by a fet of people, at lead: as expert in the bufinefs as the 
prefent generation. 'Some remains of the tools, and even the bafleets ufed in the works, 
were difeovered, but in Tuch a ftatc, that on being touched they immediately fell to 
powder. 

* I was very mucli pleafed wihi the difeovery of a natural procefs among thefe follils, not very unlike oue 
artificial one for making cryttals of artificial vitrioL You know that martial or. green vitriol is a fait formed' 
<^ram the calx of iron united to the vitriolic acid, and that the Cftniponent parts of fulphur are phlogatlon, 
or the principle of inflammability, united to the vitriolic acid. It to happens that a thin layer of iron ore 
lies immediately owtr a bed pf caal ; in the places where this is expofed to the air and wcathe^, tha fulphur 
of the coal becomes decompofed, lofing its phlogiilon, while iu other principle, namely she vitriolic acid, 
unitiqg with the cahl'of the iron, forma crynola of green vitriol, which w in. confiderqble quantity between 
the two layersi' ^ • 

■f Tire adit is canied along the'fiw of a courfc of hard rock, which cuts aH the layers of coal, raiming 
north'and-fouth in a dire&ion peipenf icular.to the horizon. It ia called here a Gaur or March, and I ap- 
prehend is the fame as what the Comiih minors call a Crofs Gol&n. 

The 
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The antiquity of this work is pretty evident from hence, that there docs not remain 
the moft remote tradition of it in the country ; but it is flill more ftron{»ly demonftrablc 
from a natural procefs which has taken place fmee its formation, for'ftalaftite pillars 
had been generated, reaching from the roof of the pit to the floor ; and Ihe fieds and 
fupports were found covered with fparry incruftations, which the prefent workmen do 
not obferve to be depofited in any definite portion of time. , 

The people of this place attiibute thefe works to the Danes ; but a very flight con- 
fidcration of the matter muft fatisfy any one that this opinion ’is ill founded. The 
Dunes were never peaceable pofleflbrs of Ireland, but always engaged in bloody wars 
with the natives, in which they were alternately viGors and vanquifhed. Like the eal- 
tern defeendants of Ifhmael, they flood at perpetual bay with all the world, theii hand 
againft every man, and every man’s hand againll them. 

It is not I’urely to the tumultuary and barbarous armies of the ninth and tenth cen- 
turies, whofe harveft of wealth and power could only be expefted from the rapid and 
hazardous ravages of war, that we are to attwbutc the flow and toHfomc operations of 
peace which arc carried on only where population, civilization, and trade flourilh in an 
extreme degree. • 

While Ireland lay yet proflrate and gafping under the fatal wounds received in a 
bloody ftruggle of two hundred years, againll thole northern invaders, the Etiglilh, 
under Henry II. made their fuccefsful inroad, and cafily eftablifhod tlierafclvcs in a 
feeble and dillrafted country ; from which time, till the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury, this ifland prefents nothing to our view but'^ wafleful icenc of mifery and defola- 
tion. That thefe colleries could have been wrought during this period feems extremely 
improbable. We arc al^ along execrated by the Englifh writers as a nation of barba- 
rians, and our country curfed as a wildcmefs of forefls an^ bogs. It is nqt then to be 
fuppofed that a favage people fhould ranfack the bowels of the earth for coal, while 
{heir woods and bogs afforded fuch abundant fuel to their hand. 

Upon the whole, during the dreary interval of near a thoufand years, from the 
eighth to the eighteenth century, it is in vain to look for the laboured work^ of induf- 
try and peace, in a kingdom where war was the only trade, and where all property 
turned on the edge of the fword *. 


LETTER IV. 


DEAR SIR, Portrujli^ Augufi 3, 

IN riding from Ballycallle to Portrufh, { went a fhort way off the beaten road, to 
fee a whimfical little fifhing rock, connefted to the main land by a very extraordinary 
flying bridge ; it is called Carrick-a-rede, (or the rock in the road,) and li-.s fbmewhat 
eaftward from Baliintoy, on a moft romantic fhore. I was quite delighted wifh the 
piflurefque appearance of this little fanciful filhery, of which 1 inuft beg leave to give 
you a fhort account ;• however, as I am a great advocate in favour of Mr. Locke's fyfletn 
elf a di£lionary of pi£lures, in preference to a didlionary of tedious defcripticus* I fhtll 
inclofe you a drawing of Carrick-a-rede, from a Iketch which my drailfman made on 
the fpot. • • ♦ » • » 

/it a pardcuilar feafon of the year the falmon fUh come along thehoaft in quef^ of the 
werent livers in which they annually caft their rpaw|i# . In this ex^ditfon thf iiih ge- 

* Some eatnneotti remarki on Irifhantiqnitietate omitted. • 

. •nefalljj 



6S6 


Hamilton’s letters on the basaltes op thb 


HeraHy fwini pretty clofe to the fliore, that they may not mifs their port ; and the.fiiher* 
men, who are well aware of this coafting voyage of the falmon, take care to proje£fc jtheir 
nets at fiich places as may be moft convenient for intercepting them in their courfe. • 
It fu hap{5ens that Carrick-a-rede is the only place on this abrupt coaft which is. fuited 
for the purpofe. Here then, or no where, mud be the filhery ; but how to get at the 
rpek is the queftion. A chafm full fixty feet in breadth, and of a depth frightful to 
look at, feparates it from the adjacent land, in the bottom of which the fea breaks with 
*an uninterrupted roaf over the rocks ; the ifland itfelf is inacceflible on every fide ex« 
cept one fpot, where under the llielfer of an impending rock, a luxuriant herbage 
fiouriihes ; but the wilduels of the coad, and the turbulence of the fea, m^e it very 
difficult to land here. 

In this perplexity there is really no refourcc, except in attempting to throw a bridge 
of ropes from the main land to the ifland, which accordingly the fifhermen every yearac* 
complilh^ in a very fingular manner : two (Irong cables are extended acrofs the gulph 
by an expert climber, and faflencd firnilyc.into iron rings mortifed into the rock on both 
fides ; between thefe ropes a number of boards, about a foot in breadth, are laid in 
fucceflion, fupported at intervals by crofs Cords ; and thus the pathway is formed, 
which, though broad enough to bear a man’s foot with tolerable convenience, does by 
no means hide from view the pointed rocks, and raging fea beneath, which in this fitua- 
tion exhibit the fatal efteds of a fall, in very ftrong colouring : while the fwingings and 
undulations of the bridge itfelf, and of the hand rope, which no degree of tenfion can 
prevent in fo great a length, fuggefl no very comfortable feelings 'to perfons of weak 
nerves. Upon the whole, it is a beautiful bridge iu the feenery of a landfcape, but a 
frightful one in real life. 

The mode of fifliing orf-ehis coafl is different from any I liave feen, perhaps it may 
be new to you : 

The net is projeded diredly outward from the' fhore, with a flight bend, forming a 
bofom in that diredion in which the falmon come : from the remote extremity a rope 
is brought yobliqiiefy to tinother part of the fhore, by which the net may befwept round 
at pleafure, and drawn to the land ; a heap of fmall flones is then prepared for each 
perfon : all things being ready, foon as'thc watchman perceives the fifh advancing to the 
net, he gives the watch-word't : immediately fome of the fiflicrmen feize the oblique 
rope, by which the net is bent round to inclofc the falmon, while the reft keep up an 
inceflant cannonade with their ammunition of ftones, to prevent the retreat of the fifh 
till the net has been cemplerefy pulled round them j after which they all join forces, 
and drag the net and fifli quidly to the rocks. v ' 

The falmon fiflierics on the fca-coaft, aijd in the rivers of the north of Ireland, have 
Ibrnctimes been very produdive, s^ffordjng a valuable cargo for the Italian markets 
.during the time of Lent : the abundance of fifh may in fome meafuia; be inferred from 
Jiencq, that fourteen hundred falmon (as I am informed) have beert taken in the river 
J:}ann at once hauling the net ; and what is almoU: equally remarkable, near one thou* 
fand were caught at the fuccceding haul. At prefent, however^ the fiftieries are but 
j<!anty,*and it is the prevailing opinion, that too greatrfuccefs of the river fiflieries ll?is 
undone them, b]^ deftroying the mother falmon, which fhoukl be allowed free p^JT^ge 
through the rivere to cafe tl/cir fpawxr. 

* bridge'ts only thrown acrof^duriog. the time ot the falmon filhety, which is earned on m the iiiiQh 
^ ri>¥trufh the wprd w tarrjin^. 
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Now that 1 am-got upon the fubjefl of fifhing, let me tell you of an amufing indance 
of fagafcity which 1 had an opportunity of feeing a (hort time ago, in a water-dog of this 
country, who had become a mod exceU'ent fifher : • , * 

In riding from Portrufh to the Giant’s Caufeway with fomc company, we had occiv 
lion to ford the river Bulh, near the fca ; and as the filhermen were going to haul their 
net, we dropped to fee their fuccefs : As foon as the dog perceived the men to move, 
he inftantly ran down the river of his own accord, and took poll in the middle of it, on 
fome lhallows where he could occafionly run or fwim, and in this pofition lie placed hini- 
felf, with all the eagernefs and attention fo ftrongly obfcrvable in a jiointer dog, who 
his game : — We were for fome time at a lofs to apprehend his fcheme, but the event 
fatisded us, and amply jufUried the prudence of the animal; for the when they 
feel the net, always endeavour to make diredly out to fea. Accordingly one of the 
falmon, efcaping from the net, rulhed down the dream with great velocity, top^ard the 
ford, where the dog ftood to receive him at an advantage. A very diverting chafe now 
commenced, in which, from the ihallownefs 0f the water, '.ve could' difeern the whole 
track of the filh, with all its rapid turnings and windings. After a finart purfuit the 
dog found himfelf left confidcrably behind, in confequence of the wat’er deepening, by 
which he had been reduced to the ncceffityof fwimming. But inftead of following 
this defperate game any longer, he readily gave it over, and ran with all liis (peed 
direftly down the river, till he was fure of being again fca- ward of the falmon, where he 
took poll as before in his pointer's attitude. Here the filh a fecond time met him, and 
a frefli purfuit enfued, in which, after various attempts the falmon at lafi: made its way 
out to the fea, notwithftanding all the ingenious and vigorous exertions of its purfuer. 

Though the dog did not fucceed at this time, yet 1 was iijforined that it was no tin- 
ufual thing for him to run down his game ; and the fillicrmcn aflured me that he was 
of very great advantage to them, by turning the falmon toward the net ; iu which point 
of view his eflforts in fomc meafure correfponded with the cannonade of ftones which I 
mentioned at Carrick-a-redo. • , . 

During the whole of the chafe this fagacious animal feemoJ plainly to hate two ol)- 
iefts in view ; one to feize his game, if poflible, and the other, to drive it toward the 
net when the former failed ; each of which he inan^iged with a degree of addrefs and 
ingenuity extremely interefling and amazing. 

It is fomewhat unaccountable that mankind Hiould look with fo much horror and dif- 
guft on any remote firailitude, which fome of the brute creation bear to the human per- 
fon and features, and yet dwell with pleafurc on much n^rcr approaches toward their 
prerogative faculty of reafon. At lead thus much I am • certain of, that we faw the 
exertions of thiscreature with infinite delight, tod our regard for himfeemed.to iiicrcafc 
in proportion as our idea of his excellence increafed. Perliaps it may be, that a con-^ 
cioufnefs of decided fuperiority in the latter cafe, makes us obferve the ingenuity of 
lower animals, without the allay of any uncafinefs from an apprehenfion of rivalflitp. 


LETTER V. 

SIR, , PortfuJ}}, Auguji 6. 

YP\3 would hardly believe how little remains pf Irilh hiftory, lan;»uage, or cudoins; 
. are^o be tracetf in this part of the country : the revoluiidns which it Jias xndergdhe, in 
conlbquence of forfdtures to the Englilh, and the encroachments of the ScotS,^ have 
overturned dvery remnant of its original ftate. > 
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* louring the time that the Engliih were endeavouring to eKtend their pale, in every 
dire^ion from the metropolis of the kingdom, over a defperate but difunited enemy, 
the Scottilh clan of MacDonalds, who by an intermarriage had got footing in Ireland, 
began their ravages on the northern coaft of Antrim ; and by the powerful fupport 
which they received from Cantirc, and the wcllern ifles of Scotland, eflablilhed their 
dbminion over a traft of country nearly forty miles in length. 

As the people of thofe days generally followed the fortune of their chief, the greater 
part of the native Irilh who furvived thefc bloody feenes, tranfplanted themfelves elfe- 
where, while the Scots remained peacoAble pofleifors of the field ; hence the old tradi* 
tions and culloms of the country were entirely loft ; and the few who fpeak the Celtic 
language at all ufe a kind of mixed di<tle^t, called here Scoic/j b-ijh^ which is but im- 
perfeflly underftood by the natives of either country. 

The BT'ifent pofleflbrs arc in general an indiiftrious thrifty race of people. They 
have a great deal of fubftantial civility, without much courtefy to relieve it, and fetit off 
to the beft advantage. 'I’he bold ideas (ff rights and privileges, which feem infeparable 
from thdr Prefbyterian church, renders them apt to be ungracious and litigious in their 
dealings. On the whole, the middling and lower ranks of people in this quarter of the 
Jcingdom, are a valuable part of the community : but one muft eftimatc their worth as 
a miner docs his ore, rather by its weight than its fplendor. 

There are three or four old caftles along the coaft, fituated in places extremely diffi- 
cult of accefs, but their early hiftorics are for the greater part loft. The moft remark- 
able of thefe is the caftle of Dunluce, which is at prefcnt in the pofleffion of the Antrim 
•family. It is fituated in a fingular manner on an ifolated abrupt rock, which projeds 
into the fea, and feems as were fplit off from the terra firma. Over the intermediate 
chafm lies the only approach to the caftle, • along a narrow wall, which has been built 
fomewhat like a bridge, from the rock to the adjoining land ; and this circumftancc 
muft have rendered it almoft impregnable before the invention of artillery. It appear®, 
however, that th(j.re originally another "narrow wall, which ran acrofs the chafm, 
parallel to'the former, and that by laying boards over thefc, an cafy paffage might oc- 
cafionally be made for the benefit of the garrifon. 

The walls of this caftle are built of columnar bafaltes, many joints of which are 
placed in fuch a manner as to (hew their polygon fedions ; and in one of the windows 
of the north fide, the archited has contrived to fplay off the wall neatly enough, by 
’ making ufe of the joints of a pillar whofe angle was I’ufficiently oblufe to fuit his purpofe. 

The original lord of this caftle and its territories, was an Irifli chief, called M‘Quillan, 
of whom little is known, except that, like moft of his countrymen, he was hoipitable, 
brave, and improvident } .unwarily allowing the Scots to grow in ftrength, until they 
contrived to beat him out of all hiS poftc(Iion.s. » 

In the courfe of my expeditions through this country, I met wi^h an old manufeript 
accodnt of the' fettlement of the Scotch here, of which I fhall give you a fliort extrad. 
It will ferve in a good meafure to fhew the barbarous ftate of the inhabitants in the fix- 
t^enth»centuiy, and the manner in which property w^*fo readily transferred from qne 
mafter to another. 

The manufeript is in tbethands of /.he MacDonalds, and therefore moft likely fpeaks 
rather in their favour. ^ « • , * H 

“.About the year 1580, Coll. MacDonald came with a parcel of men from van-, 
tire to Ireland, to .affift Tyrcdbfiel againft great 0 *Neal, with whom he was then at 
war. ’ » 

“In 
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‘‘ In paffing through the Root * of the county of Antrim, he was civilly rocdvol 
and hofpitably entertained by Mac Quillan, who was then lord and malLr of the 
Root. ^ • 

At that time there was a war between Mac Quillan and the men beyond tho river 
B;um ; for the cuflom of this people was to rob from every .one, and the 
parry carried it, be it right or wrong. 

“ On the day wlicn Coll. Mac Donald was taking his departure to proceed on his 
journey to Tyrconncll, Mac Quillan, who was not equal in war to his lavage lU'igh- 
bours, called together his militia, or gallogloghs, to revenge his affronts over the Bum ; 
and MacDonald, thinking it uncivil not to offer his fervice that day tv) IMacQnilhm, 
after having been fo kindly treated, fent one of his gentlemen with an oiler ol his fer- 
vice in the field. 

“ Mac Quillan was right well plcafed with the offer, and declared it to be ft perpetual 

obligation to him and his pofterity. bo Majj Quillan and the Highlanders went againd 

the enemy, and where there was a coW' taken from Mac Quillan’s people before, there 

were two reftored back : after which Mac Ouillanand Coll. Mac Donald returned baek 
• 

with a great prey, and without the lofs of a man. 

“ Winter then drawing nigli, Mac Quillan gave Coll. Mac Donald an invi ation to 
flay with him at his caftle, adviling him to fettle himfelf until the fpring, and quarter 
IiivS men up and down the Root. This Coll. Mac Donald gladly accepted j and in the 
mean time feduced Mac Quillan’s daughter, and privately married her ; on which ground 
the Scots afterward founded their claim to Mac Quillan’s tcrritories.'i 

“ The men were quartered two and two through the Root j that is to fay, one of Mac 
Quillan’s gallogloghs and Highlander in every tenant's ^oufe. 

It fo happened that the galloglogh, according to cuftom, befidcs his ordinary, was 
entitled to a mcather t of milk as a privilege : this the Highlanders elleemed to be a 
•great aflFront j and at laft one of them alkea his landlord, ‘ Why do you not give me 
milk as you give to the other ?’ The galloglogh immediate!/ niiMe anfwt'r, ‘ Would 
you, a Highland beggar as you are, compare yourfelf to me, or any of Mac Quillah’s 
gallogloghs ?’ 

“ The poor honed: tenant, (who was heartily tired of them both) faid ‘ Pray, gentle- 
men, I’ll open the two doors, and you may go and fight it out in the fair fields, alld 
he that has the victory let him take milk and all to himfelf.’ 

“ The combat ended in the death of the galloglogh ;• after udiich (as my manufeript 
fays) the Highlander came in again and dined heartily. 

“ Mac Quillan’s gallogloghs immediately alTembled to demand fatisfaftion ; and in a 
council which was held, where the condud of the Scots was debated, their great and 
dangerous power, and the difgrad^ arifing from the fcduQion of Mac Quillan’s daugh- 
ter, it was agreed that each galloglogh (hould kill his comrade Highlander by night, and 
their lord and mafter with them j but Coll Mac Donald’s wife difeovered the plot, and 
told it to her hufband. So the Highlanders fled in the night time, and efcapgd to the 
iHand of Raghery. • * 

‘‘ From this beginning, the Mac Donalds and Mac Quillans ento/ed on a war, and* 
continuld to worry each other for half a century*, till the Knglifh power became fo fu- 
pe'‘.or in Ireland, that both parties made an appeal tP James I.,* who had jiUl then 
^(itended the throne of England. * * . . 4t 

* A term 'by which thi« non h-\veft part of the county oF A injf™ 's always 'icnominatcfl. »• ’ ^ 

•j* A vcffcl commonly ufedby the old Irifh, formed out of one fjliJ piece of wood, and wioR comyiouiy 
of a triangjilar fliape. * • 
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* James had a predileftion for his Scotch countryman, the Mac Donald, to whom 
hi' made over by patent four great baronies, including, along with other lands, all poor 
Mac Quillan’s poffellions. However, to fave fome appearance of juftice, he gave to 
Mac (^uilhm a grant of the great barony of Enilhowen, the old territory of 0*Dogheny, 
and fent to him an account of the whole decifion by Sir John Chichtfter. 

“ Mac Quillan was extremely mortified at his ill iiicccfs, and very difeonfoiate at tfte 
difficulties which attended the tranfportiug his poor people over the river Bann, and the 
Lough Foyle, which lay between him and his new territory. The crafty Englilhman, 
taking advantage of his fituation, by an offer of fomc lands which lay nearer his old do- 
minions, perfuaded him to cede his title to the barony of Enilhowen. And thus the 
Chichefters, who afterwards obtained the title of Earls of Donegall, became poffeffed of 
this great eftate j and lioneft Mac Quillan fettled himfelf in one far inferior to Eni- 
ihowen. 

“ One ftory more (fays the manufcripi) of Mac Quillan. The eftate he got in ex- 
change for the barony of Enilhowen was called Clanreaghurkie *, which was far inade- 
quate to fupport the old hofpitedity of the Mac Quillans. Bury Oge Mac Quillan fold 
this land to one of Chichefter’s relations, and having got his new-granted eftate into one 
bag, was very generous and hofpitable as long as the bag' lafted. And fo (continues 
the manufeript) was the worthy Mac Quillan loon extinguilhed.” 

I Ihould not have obtruded the account of the downfall of this Irilh chief, but that 
it affords fo good a reafon for the utter obliteration of every ancient record and monu- 
ment in this part of the country ; and will plead my excufe for not adding^fomevvhat 
to our colledion of Irilh antiquities. 


LETTER VI. 

DEAR SIR, Portrujhf Augujl 13. 

A FEW days ago, as I rode acrofs the head-land of Bengore, a hidden lliower of rain 
falling very heavily, compelled me to take Ihelter in a little cabin, which Hands on a wild 
fpot in the middle of that promontory, .on a piece of land called in the Irilh language 
Aird, from the loftincfs of its fituation. A well-looking yOung woman fat by the firc- 
lide fpinning at her wheel, with a parcel of children playing round her ; but, notwith- 
llanding her induftrious emplbyment, the houfe bore evident marks of poverty and 
diftrefs about it. 

As the rain Hill continued, I had an opportunity of alking feveral queftions concern- 
ing the fortunes of this poor family, tlie hiltory of .yrhich forms fuch a Ample, melan- 
choly tale, that I cannot help repeating it to you, though methinks you will accufe me 
of having brought it forward very mal a-propos. 

The original adventurer who fettled in thi^ folitary fpot was called Adam Morning, a 
name which he got from fome accidental circumftance, aiid is deferibed by the peafants 
of the neighbouring hamlet as a clever fellow, and an honeft man. He held his little 
farm, which had never before been cultivated, at the fmall rent of five pounds «««»/«, 
hoping foon to make it a valuable tenure by the probable effefts of his indliftry and 
on thishe built the cottage which I haVe juft mentioned, fuited to his infaftit powers, 
fo coitiived as to admit of an q^lilition, whenever his fuccefs in improving this barren 
foil Ihould entitle him to encreafc,his comforts. 

' * It is ir another place called Claneaghguikle., 
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By hard labour he foon reclaimed fo much of the land as enabled him to fow amode- 
Tate quantity ot grain ; but when tVie toils ol the year were almoft over, and a plentiful 
harvell promifed to reward his indiidry, a violent florin, which was ft verely felt over the 
whole kingdom, blatled his golden hopes, and the entire produce of his farm was only 
fixteen barrels of oats, out of iwcnty-roiir which he had fowed. 

• This was a fevere blow to our enterprifing farmer, but his refoUilion was not Unu; 
haftily to bevanqulflicd ; means u'ere feund to pay his rent, a fecond crop was ^jwed 
the enfuing year, ami his land again pfefented the cheering profpetl of approaching 
plenty. Once more an inclement fcafon, bearing heavily on the unflieltered fituation 
of his new fields, mocked his expectation, and the entire reward of the year’s labour 
amounted only to a fmall incrcafe of grain, little exceeding what he liad fowed. 

Few men in this lowly fpherc of life w^ouid have borne up againlt fuch rude and 
repeated (hocks of adverfe fortune ; but the fpirit of our humble adventurer difdained 
to yield to misfortunes which were merely cafual, and which no degree of prudence 
could have guarded againft. His perfeveran^e was ftill unfliaken, his health couiimied. 
vigorous, and the land yet promifed to repay him, woula Providence hut fmilc on Iiis 
endeavours. New ways were therefore elevifed to fave his finking credit ; every nerve 
was exerted to pay his rent, and try the fortune of another year. 

There is a fmall bay in the promoniory of Bengorc, called Port na Spania^, from 
the wreck of one of the celebrated Spanifli anhada, which was here dalhed to pieces. 
It is entirely furroimdcd by a monflrous precipice between three and four hundred feet 
high, and is acceflible only by one narrow approach, which is far the mod frightful of 
all the hazardous paths on this whole coaft. 

By the tenure of his farm the poffeflbr was entitled to a quarter of this little bay, 
amounting to about twenty or thirty I'quarc yards of wild^nhofpitable rock ’K 

Here Adam and his family, flruggling agninfl: their diflrefles, laboured hard to fup- 
ply their wants by cutting the fca-w^eed from the rocks, and manufaduring it into kelp, 
•wdiich the linen bleachers of the country bought up at a good price ; while in the mean 
time the farm was riling faft, and Ceres began again to fmile ^rop/tious. » 

One morning, as Adam and his wdfe were defeending down the dangerous path, to 
purfue their daily toil, while they were talking! of their growing hopes, even while the 
cheerful profpcct was fmiling in their view, a fudden flip tumbled him headlong from 
the precipice, and dalhed him to pieces on the rocks below 

His foil David, the heir of his humble fortunes, Jiad jiifl then returned from the 
Welt Indies, ftill crippled under a wound which he received in *1110 fervice of his coun- 
try, on board a man of war, but prepared to aflill the diflrcflls of liis father with the 
little prize-money which had fallen to his (haiic during his voyages. 

The tar had married a pretty young woman before he went to fca, (the fame whom 
I faw bufled in fpinning,) but inltead of returning to a quiet happy family, he found 
nothing at home bJt mifery and diftrefs, and faw himfell almoft entirely adrift in the 
world, with a mother, a wife and children to maintain. ^ The death of his father had 
brought all the hungry creditors forward, fo that he became heir only to the ps>or cqt- 

♦ 4.'hcf>atli of defeent to Port na Spain'a lies in the land^of a peaHint is not entitled to any part of 
the fea coali:,l3iit he icccivcs, as a toll 01 # his iitghway, every third hundred of ktly manuhidiired below ; 
aiidjiffts path, dai^erour. as it is, y^t being the only one, makes it ne(,*elVaiy to comply with the de»iiaiid. 

The whole bay generally products about four tons of kelp, wliith is lolJ at iht^rate flf hoiupv^iofu 
pounds per ton. * • 

f This melEncholy accident happened in the fummer oF ^|hcn \ was in this ncighbouwiwou. 
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tage iffelf, and the naked land which furrounded it. However, it was his inheritance, 
and as fuch he would not part wdth it. 

'i'he prize-money which he had got qn his cruize was, for the convenience of car- 
riage (as his wife told me), moftly converted into plate, that is, he returned home with 
a filver watch, a large pair of filver knee and fhoe buckles, and fuch other little matters 
of vynament^s the vanity of a failor, who pays a vifit to his old friends after a lphg;Bib- 
fence, commonly delights to exhibit. With thefe David fet out for the firft fair that* 
happt ned in the neighbourhood, to buy a horfe, which was abfolutcly neceflary for the 
cultivation of his farm ; but he was not in his own element : a jockey foon fell in with 
liini, and the tar gave his filver watch, the chief fortune of the family, for a jaded horfe, 
which he after\vard found, on enquiry, old enough to have feen the days of Lord Hawke 
and Conflans, being upwards of twenty years of age. 

Our young farmer, alarmed at the marks of debility" which too manifeftly fhewed 
themfelvesiu his new horfe, and terrified left he might haftily give him the flip, and die 
in his hands, ft t out with all expedition to *ry his fortune at market once more ; where, 
with the afliflance of another piece of plate, h<? foon bartered his antiquated fteed, and, 
under the influence*of his late misfortune, purchafed a colt, almoft as unferviceable from 
his youth, as the former had been from extreme old age. 

Thefe calamities of the fon were little lefs ruinous than thbfe of the father, but with 
this difference, that the misfortunes of the latter being fuch as no human forefight could 
Iwe prevented, he was univerfally efteenied and pitied by the neighbourhood j while 
every body laughed at the fimplicity which involved poor David in his diftreffes. 

However, feme peafants of the next village, pitying his fituation, admitted him into 
W'hat is here called ^neighbour dealings that is, he was allowed to join his colt in the team 
with three of their horfes, an J"the plough was alternately employed in each man^s farm ; 
by this means David has been enabled to till his inheritance, and this year a harveft of 
rich hope feems to promife a reward — whether it (hall or not, refts with Providence. , 

Such is the fimplc unadorned hiftory of this poor family, affording an artlefs affeft- 
ing picture of the accidents and diftreffes of humble life, which I am fure will intereft 
your feelings, and make you forget the . tedioufnefs of this digreflion from my main 
fubjeft. 


I.ETTER VII. 

DEAR SIR, Portrujh^ Augujh 2C. 

IT is a picafing, asw-cll as'an interefting purfuit, to obferve the gradual advancement 
of mankind in any particular objeft of enquiry ; to trace the wild flioot of infant phi- 
lofopliy, from the natural foil in which It has grown, rank and uncultivated, to the gar- 
den of fcience, where It blooms in all the improved beauty and vigour which the hand 
of art and iiiduftry can add to it. In this poiqt of view, a little hiftory of the opinions 
which have prevailed concerning the curious combinatior\ of pillar^ in this neighbour- 
horfwl, called the Giants' Caufeway, may perhaps afford you fomc amufement; and if 
k do not bring wit^ it much folid information concerning the operations of natvre,^et 
it may be picafant enough *to /ec the various attempts which men have made lo exjjkin 
them. ^ ** , ' ^ ^ 

The*nafive inhabitants of the cojft, as they were the earlieft obfervers of this wonder, 
fo were they the firft to account its produffion; and however rude and (icnplc their 
theory ihay be, yet a little coftlideration will fatisfy us that it does not deferve the igno- 
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minious appellation of being grofsly barbamis and abfurd. The Caufeway was'cbi 
• fervcd by the fifhermen whofe daily neceffiiies led them ihirhcr for fubliilence, to be a 
regular mole, projefting into the fea, which anfwcred for feveral convenient purpolls 5 
onclofer infpeftion, it was <!ifcovered to be built with an appearance of art find regula- 
rity fomewhat rcfembling the works of men, but at the fame time exceeding every tiling 
of the like kind wdiich had been feen : and it was found that human ingemti^y and p(;|> 
feverance, if fupported by fuflicient power, might be abundantly adequate to its pm- 
dudion. 

The chief defeft in this Ample analogy feems to have been the want of (Irength equal 
to the elFefl: ; but this was foon fupplied in the traditions of a fancif ul people, and Fin 
ina Cool *, the celebrated hero of ancient Ireland, became the giant under, whofe form- 
ing hand this curious ftrudfure was ereffed. 

It was afterward difeovered, that a pile of fiinilar pillars was placed fomewhere on 
the oppofite coaft of Scotland, and as the bulinefs of latitudes and longitudes was not ac 
that time very accurately afeertained, a general*confufed notion nrevailcd, tliat this mole 
was once continued acrofs the fea, and connefted the Irifli and Scottifh coafts together. 

Near the end of the laft century, when this kingdom began to revive f rom its misfor- 
tunes under the regulations of William III., the fpirit of enquiry, which the Royal Society 
of London had juft then calk'd forth, began to bufy itfelf alxiut tins Angular and ori- 
ginal wonder. At this period wc find, among the papers of the Society, a letter from 
Sir Richard Buddy to Dr. Lyfter, on this fubjeft, dated in the year 1693, merits 
of which you may judge by the following extract : 

Concerning^ the Giants^ Caufeway : — Prolixity in a philofophical defeription I am 
fure you will pardon, for I was very exa£t in getting it from a perfon that was rei compos^ 
perhaps peritus^j a fcholar, a mailer of arts in Cambridge, atid a traveller, who went on 
purpofe with the bifliop of Derry to fee it, &c. 

“ This whole Caufeway (fays the fcholar) conAfls of pillars of perpendicular cylin- 
ders. The pillars do not confifl of joints, as you were infornuid, but each cylinder is 
one folid piece, only indeed in breaking, it breaks crofswife, and^iiotMengthviife, which 
we commonly call fplitting j and all the Aoncs that rife up on the ftrand arc all cylin- 
ders, though of never fo many difi'erent angles, for there are alfo four-fquared upon the 
fame Aioref. That the cylinders do notconfift of joints is evident from hence, tlrat 
the pieces fo broken off have their bottom as often convex or concave, as flat or even.’* 

Thus has tins intelligent traveller demonftrated that thefe pillars have no joints, from 
the very circumftance ^vhich of all others renders their 'articulation molt curious and 
furprifing. 

In confequence of the information which this gentleman gave of the want of joints, 
people began to compare ihefc pillars with the reguiar follils then beft known, the eu- 
troclu, afteriae, and the rock chryllal, which, on a diminutive fcale, feemed to bear re- 
fembiance with the larger maffesin the Giants* Caufeway ; and to this end a number of 
queries were drawn up by Sir Richard Bulklcy, which, with their anfwers by Uoftor 
Samuel Foley, arc publiflied in, the Philofophical Tranfaftions ot that period. 

Such are thefe following : • 

‘‘ Arc; any of the pillars hexagons, or Iquares ? or be th^y pentagons only ? 


• jWr. Mac Pheffon’s more modern Fingal. 

'f with all due deference to this Cambridge mafter of arta, wljo»fo fcientifically^cklcrfbes thclc*four- 
iquared cylinders, he muft have made fomc very unaccountable millAlfle, or elfe matters have been ftrangely 
altered fince hil time, for there is not now a fmgle pillar to ))e fuu$d in.t]ic whole Caujeway which is not 
clearly feparabk into very many dillindl jointa. • 
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**- Have the tops of the pillars any gravings or ftriate lines on them ? 

Is the fuperficics caniculate or otherwife grooved,?” &c. &c. 

• All which queries, though truly enough anfwered, yet produced very little ufcful in- 
formation ; being entirely direfted to the mere exterior appearance of the Caufeway 
iifelf, without paying any attention to the general features of the coaft, to the attendant 
foflil fubdances, or even to the nature and chemical properties of the done itfelf, which 
is utterly different from thofe foflils with which it was then compared. However, the 
Britifli philofophers feem to have purfued the analogy of this fpecics of chrydallization 
with very great conffdcnce; fo that the authors of the late appendix to their Encyclo- 
paedia, have endeavoured to give it an air of probability, by delineating many of the 
bafalt pillars as terminating in pyramids, like the common rock crydal, and fome fpe- 
cies of fairs *. 

To thefe anfwersa Iketch wras added, of which an engraving is publiflied in thcPhilo- 
fophical Tranfaftions, entitled “ A Draught of the Giants’ Caufeway, which lies near 
Bengorellead, in the county of Antrim^ by Chridopher Cole, A. D. 1694.” Of this 
drawing and its imperfections, the account which DoCtor Foley himfelf gives will be the 
bed defeription : “ He tells me he has not drawn the Giants’ Caufeway as a profpeft, 
nor yet as a furvey or platform, for this he thought would not anfwer his defign ; and 
that he has no name for it but a draught, which he took after this fort. He I’uppofed 
the hills and Caufeway to be epitomifed to the fame height and bignefs the draught (hews 
them, and this he fancied the mod intelligible way to exprefs it.” 

Doctor Thomas Molleneux was the fird perfon who took any very confiderable pains 
to procure information concerning the Giants’ Caufeway, and we have reafon to lament 
that the neceflary attendance of his profeflion prevented him from making h’s obferva- 
tions in perfon, for which ne feems to have been well qualified : however, his intelli- 
gence was the bed that had yet been collected. .It was found that this fpccies of done 
was not confined to the Giants’ Caufeway alone, but might be difeovered in the moun- 
tain of Dunmull ; nay that it was certainly of the fame fpecies with the lapis mifneus, 
or bafaltes of Stolpen, in Saxony, of which a flight defeription had been given by Agri- 
cola, in his Hidory of Foflils. 

By the influence of this gentleman in the Dublin Society, that body employed a 
painter of fome- eminence to make a general Iketch of the coad near the Caufeway ; 
but neither the talents nor fidelity of the artid feem to be at all fuited to the purpofe of 
a philofophical landfcape. 

An engraving of this is pubillhed under the following title : 

“ A true ProfpeCk of the Giants’ Caufeway, near Bengore Head, taken from the 
North-wed, by Edward Sandys, A. D. J&g6, at the Expence of the Dublin Society. 

“ Right Hon. Sir Cecil Week, Knt. Prefident. 

** Rev. Dr. Aflie, Bilhop of Cloyne, Wm. Molleneux, Efq., Vice Prefidents.” 

In-this true profpeCf, the painter has very much indulged his own imagination, at the 
expcnce of his employers, hifomuch that fcveral tall pillars in the deep banks of this 
fanciful feene appear loaded with luxuriant branches, .Ikirting the wild rocky bay^of 
Port Nofferf, with the gay exhibition of dately fored trees. In the back ground he 

* Thi* reprefenUtlon of the pillars baa probably been ralcen vVom a drawing of the bafiltca of &xony, 
fent many year^ ago to Gefncr, together with a defeription of that fpcciea of ftone by Kei-tman. ’ThuN^w- 
ing containa mary err''rj, and among ,the reft exhibits pillars of bafaltes with conical terminations. 

t TliH bay lies immediately caftwai-d from the Caoleway. I have here written the name nearly as it is 
pronounced by the natives, who have fyirce any knowledge of the Irifli language; but thehroper mode of 
writing it mould be Port na bfathach, which fignifiea the Giants’ Port. 
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difcovered a parcel of rude and ufelefs materials, which his magic pencil foon trans." 
formed into comfortable dwclling-houfes, and for chimniea he has happily introduced 
fomc detached pillars of bafaltes, which, from their peculiar fituation, and the namd 
given to them by the peafants of the country, naturally excited the attention of this ex- 
traordinary artift. And thus were concluded the labours of the laft century, concern- 
ing 'this curious work of nature. , 

?'>om tliat period the bafalt pillars of this kingdom pafled almofl unnoticed for half 
a century, and feem to have been viewed cautioully, and as it were at a diflance, by men- 
of fcience, who appeared flow to engage with an objeff which had hitherto entirely 
baffled the attempts of every thcorift. 

In the year 1740, Mrs. Sufannah Druiy made two very beautiful and correSt paint- 
ings of the Giants’ Caufeway, which obfitined the premium appointed for the encou- 
ragement of arts in Ireland ; and thel'e drawings being foon after engraved by the hand 
of an eminent artift, and publiflied, the attention of the world was once again directed, 
toward this antiquated fubjedt. » 

Shortly after this, Dodtor Pocockc, a gentleman of confiderable induftry in philofo- 
phical purfuits, made a tour through the county of Antrim, and was'the only perfon 
who appears to have taken a general view of the coaft, of which he has given a curfory 
defeription. But not content with a plain hiftory of matters of fadl, the learned Dodlor 
ventured to ftart a new theory of his own, which I fear will not ftand the teft of a cri- 
tical examination: to fay the truth, it is little elfe than the dodfrine of the atoms of 
Epicurus in a modern drefs *. 

He conceives that the bafaltes might once have been fufpended in a watery medium, 
either in folution, or as a kind of mud ; that at certain times^ accidental fits of precipi- 
tation took place, in fuch manner as to form a range of fliort cylinders, whofe upper 
ends (hould chiefly be convex : that as thefe joints became fomewhat folid, a fecond fit 
of precipitation took place, forming a fecond range of incumbent joints, which muft 
generally be concave, adapted to the convexity of the lower order, and thus, by fuccef- 
five fits of precipitation, he fuppofes a fet of eredb cylinders might be generated in con- 
tadt with each other. Now a fet of cylinders can. touch only in right lines, and there- 
fore muft leave empty fpaces between them ; but the pillars being yet foft, and yielding 
to the incrcafing preflure from above, fliould, he imagines, dilate, and fpread themfelves 
out fo as to fill up the vacuities. And thus he conceives may the polygon articulated 
pillars, of the Giants’ Caufeway, be generated. 

I (hall not delay you. by any commentary on this unhaj^py theory, only to obferve, 
that a more accurate enquiry would have difcovered horizontal and even curved pillars, 
for the produdlion of which this caufc is utterly’ inadequate t« 

Such is the hiftory of the Giants’ Caufeway, and fneh have been the labours of the 
learned, and their various opinions concerning its ftrudlure, in which, whatever may 
have been already accbmpliihed, much certainly remains to be done, towards a judicious 

t 

* Ille ccnftft, in infinito’iiiani, in quo nihil ncc fummum, nec infimum, ncc medium, nec ultimuFi, nec 
extremum fit : ita ferri ut, concurfionibuJ inter fe coliercfcant : cx quo efRciantui'p ca quae lint, quxquc^ 
cernantur omnia.” 

-}■ Mrf D’Acofta, who has publinied tin’s accoiin^ of Do6lor Kococke’e Iiphis ^-liftory df FofliU, ftrangely 
ranges th<*^ bafaltes among the clafs of marbfts, ofTftoncs allied to marbles, with wliicl]^ it has not any one 
commq^ feature of refemblancc, except that it will receive a polifli ; fo that he might with equal projificty 
ItV.w ci'affed it with any other hard fubilancc in nature* In truth he fjems to be ver^fill inforincd on the 
fubjed^ imagining this to be the only ftonc of the kind ever ^iftovered/and is in amaze to think'how /ar it 
may extend intolfhe fca. 
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'arrangement of a fuffidcnt Humber of^materials, ' wh^con to bjiild any general theory 
tufatisfya reafonable mind with refpeft to its fonhatiw). 

In my la,(l letter I mentioned that the extent of country contiguous to the Caufeway, 
through which all the varieties of this fpecies of ftone prevailed, was much greater than 
had been imagined : and within thcfe few years it has been difeovered abroad, that the 
Ijafaltes is a common foffil through every pari of the world, there being few kingdoms 
where it may not be found under one (hape or another; ‘ Hence it has come to pafs fhat 
the obfervations of men of fcience in diflant places have been united on this I’ubjetl ; 
dilicrcnt theories have been compared together ; and more general analogies fuggefted, 
on which to build fome rational conjectures, concerning the caufe that might have 
produced thefe wonderful pillars. ^ 

It is fomewhat fmgular, however, that during thefe enquiries abroad, all appeals 
which have been made to the Giants* Caufeway, in favour of any particular fyftem, 
have always proved fallacious ; and ftill more extraordinary, when one confiders that 
thefe errors fltould have principally arileu from the extreme pains employed in deferib- 
ing it, particularly from thofe two accurate and beautiful drawings executed by Mrs. 
Drury, which have really been a {tumbling block to moft of the foreign writers on this 
fubjeft. 'I'hus Monf. Dcmareft, the ingenious father of the volcanic theory of bafaltes, 
ftrangely imagines that the Caufeway has been a current of lava erupted from the fide 
of a conical mountain, though there is not a mountain of any fort in its vicinity, nor 
one of that particular ihape within a great many miles of it. The truth is, that gentle- 
man faw thefe much celebrated drawings, and has mifiaken the fegment of a {helving 
cape, at whofe bafe the pillars {land, for a portion of a conical hill cut down in the di- 
rection of its axis •, and thi« error has been confirmed by the prevailing cullom of putting 
thofe pictures together in the fame irame ; fo that the two fegments, {landing back to 
back, exhibit the appearance of an entire conical mountain, fuch as Mr. Demareft de- 
feribes *. • • 

It was alfo obfjfrvcd by foreigners, that in fcvery drawing and deferiplion of the Giants’ 
Caufeway, particular attention was paid to the circumftance of its projecting into the 
fca ; hence a crude and indefinite opinion was adopted by many winters, that the pillars 
of bafaltes were produced by the* refrigeration of a liquid body of lava, in confequence 
of being fuddenly plunged into water. Such is the theory of a Mr. Rafpe, who has 
publiihed an account of the valley of Ileife CaflTcl, in Germany, and fuch are the fenti- 
ments advanced by jVIonf. dp Luc, in his excellent Letters addrelTcd to the Queen of 
England, in which he givestas his opinion, that the ancient volcanos were formed in the 
ocean, where the fudden cooling of the melted mafs (not to count on the prefence of 
the marine fait) might have determined a regularity of figure in the cooling body t- 
Though this opinion does with much ingenuity aflign a rcafon why the bafaltic pil- 
lars are not produced at this day, as they were formerly, yet a little confideration will 
IheV that it ought not haftjly to be adopted, fince general experience teaches us that all 

f 

♦ • Jc tiral dc cettc conformitc rcconnu iin consequence que la* force de I'analogie m'autorlfolt a ^I'rer : 
cette confc(jpcncc me fit voir, dans la Chaufee de GcanSj et dafls toute Ic mafres pnTmatiquts que fc mon- 
t-ent fur le Wd cfcarpes de la mere en Ireland, et un mot dane le fommet tronques, q’on y'apper«oit, Pou- 
vrage des eruptions, d^in J>u <fc plufieur Volcans qui Xi* fon^, cteint, comme ceux des Auvergne ’'-—See 
Monf. Demarell’s Memoir on the Bafaltes jf Auvergne, in the volume of the Frencl\. Academy fcLi77 *• 
Or, op voil^une caufe dc plus, dans les volcans ancients, que dans les modernes, pour proAjyjg^ 
efFct ;,c*e(l de s’etre formes dans ia*,iper, on, fans compter la prefeens du fcl, Tattouchment feul dc Tcay, en 
prodiiifant qn condenfation plus fubite, a pu -etre un circonftaiice determinante.” DccLuc Lettres a la 
Keinc dVi'Grandc Bretagne, 
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luinultuary caufes are only ada^ed to produc^4umultuary efFe£U : every fpecics of 
gular figure produced by cryftalHzation, or any mode whatever analogous to it, Uejng 
always more perfect, in proportion as length of time and reft have allowed the different 
particles to unite gradually ; indeed a moment’s refleftion mull fatisfy any one, that the 
lj.irious encounter of a river of liquid fire with the waters of the ocean, fo far from being 
I'uitcd tq I'onn the neat and elegant arrangement of our pillars of bafaltes, can only tCnd 
to introduce confufion and irregularity. But in truth, any arguments derived from the 
particular fituation of the Giants* Caufeway will be found extremely erroneous, becaufe 
the circinnflance of its ftanding in tlie fea Is purely accidental ; fimilar pillars being often 
difco'-crable on ilie fummit of the higheft grounds in its neighlrourhood, many hundred 
feet above the level of the bench. 

1 lhall no longer weary your patience by a more minute account of the opinions to 
whith this celebrated Caufeway has given birth, but lhall haften to a general view of the 
b(dd volcanic theories that have been advanced to explain the produdfiun of the pillars 
of bafalics, * 


LETTER VIll. 

SEAR SIR, Portvujh^ Augujt <3.^, 

THE vicinity of the little filhing village of Portrulh to the Giants’ Caufeway, has 
afforded me, during my ftay here, ample opportunity to vifit that curious w'ork of na- 
ture, and to examijie, with a good deal of attention, the features of the adjoining coun- 
try, which has hitherto been very imperfedfly known. 

The Caufeway itfelf is generally deferibed as a mole or quay, projefting from the bafe 
of a fteep promontory, Ibme hundred feet into the fea, atfd is formeii of pc'rpendicular 
pillars of bafaltes, which Hand in contaft with each other, exhibiting an appearance not 
much unlike a I'oHd honeycomb. The pillars arc irregular prifms, of various denomi- 
♦ nations, from four to eight fides * ; but the hexagonal columns are as numerous as all 
the others together. * I , 

On a minute infpeftion, eaxh pillar is found to be fcparable into feveral joints, w'hofc 
articulation is neat and coinpatf beyond oxprolfion, the convex termination of one joint 
always meeting a concave focket in the next; befulcs which, the anghs of one fre- 
quently (hoot over thofe of the other, fo that they are completely locked together, and 
can rarely bc'feparated wdthout a frafture of fome of their parts. 

The fidcs of each column arc; unequal among iheinielvcs, bat the contiguous fides of 
adjoining columns arc always of equal dimenfions fo as'to touch in all thc;ir parts. 

Though the angles be of various magnitudes, yet the fuin of the contiguous angles 
of adjoining pillars, always makes up four right cytes. Hence there arc no void fpaccs 
among the bafaltes, the furface of the Caufeway exhibiting to view a regular and com- 
padf pavement of polygon ftoncs. • 

The outfidc covering is foft, and of a brown coloiirj being the earthy parts of this 
ftonc nearly deprived of its metallic principle by the adion of the air, and of ti^e marine 
acid w'hich it receives from theifea f. 

• 

^ Monneur Faujasclc St. Fond took much pains to fcai^h for pillars o^niiic fulA ainon^:: the hufiiltes of 
Vivataia, inVonfcqucncc of the accoiiiH wlifcn Mr. M«lleneu.v aiid Moii'.eurdc ih.ii luch were 

to^c found ; but there is little doubt that both thefe gentlemen wore miiidkcn, as none ot that dcuoninia- 
are to be difeovered at the Giants* Caufeway or its ncighbouihood. luJeed j-’l^ars^arc very 

rarely to* he met with. ... . * \ * • . 

f This chafing contains iron which has loft its phlogillon^ a.|fi is ve;irly reduted to a daft? of c.dx ; fr^r 
with a very moderate heat k becomes a bright red ochre colour^ the alleudAiit oi an iion earili. , • 

voi.. IIU * Tiiefe 
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j There are the obvious external charafters of this extraordinary pile oi bafaltes, ob- 
feryed and defcribed with wonder by every one who has feen it. But it is not here that 
our admiration fhould ceafe ; whatever the procefs was, by which nature produced that 
beautiful and curious arrangement of pillars lb confpicuous about the Giant’s Caufeway, 
the caufe, far from being limited to that fpot alone, appears to have extended through^ 
large trad of country, in every direftion, infoipuch that many of the common guarries* 
for feveral miles round, feera to be only abortive attempts towards the produdion of i 
Giant’s Caufeway. 

From want of attention to this circumftance, a vail deal of time and labour have 
been idly fpent in minute examinations of the Caufeway itfclf j in tracing its courfe 
under the ocean, purfuing its columns into the ground, determining its length and 
breadth, and the number of its pillars, with numerous wild conjedlures concerning its 
original ; all of which ceafe to be of any importance, when this fpot is confidered only 
as a fmall corner of an immenfc bafalt c^uarry, extending widely over all the neigh- 
bouring land. 

'i he leading feat,ures of this whole coall arc the two great promontories of Bengore 
and Fail-head, which hand at the diltance of eight miles from each other; both 
formed on a great and cxtenfivc fcalc ; both abrupt toward the lea, and abundantly ex- 
pofed to obfervation, and each in its kind exhibiting noble arrangements of the diffo- 
nnt fj ecics of columnar bafaltcs. 

Ihe former of ihefe lies about feven miles weft of Ballycaflle, attd is generally 
defcribed by feamen, who fee it at a diftnnee, and in profile, as an extonfive headland, 
running out from the coaft to a confiderable length into the fea ; bur, ftridlly I'peaking, 
it is made up of a number rf lelfer cajios and bays, each with its own proper name, 
the tout cnfemblc of which forms what the fcamcn denominate the headland of Bengore. 

Thefc capes are compofed of a variety of difterent ranges of pillars, and a great 
number, of ftrata ; which, from the abruptnefs of the coaft, are extremely confpicuotisy 
and form an unrivaVt-’d pile of natural architodlure, in which all the neat regularity and 
elegance of art is United to the wild magnificence of nature. 

Themoft perfeft of thefe capes is called Plealkin, of which I fliall attempt a deferip- 
tion, and along with it hope to lend a drawing which my draflfman has taken from the 
beach below, at the rilk of his neck ; for the approach from thefe promontories down 
to the fca, is frightful beyond defeription, and requires not only a ftrong head, but 
very confiderable bodil)4a£tivity,to accomplifli it. 

The fummit of Plealkin is covered with a thin grafly foci, undef which lies the natu- 
ral rock, having generally an uniform harjl furfacc, fomewhat cracked and fliivered. 
At the depth of ten or twelve-feet from the fummit, this rock begins to afluine a colum- 
nar tendency, and forms a range of mafl’y pillars of bafaltcs, which Hand perpendicu- 
lar to the horizon, prefenting, in the lharp face of the promontory, the appearance 
of a magnificent gallery or cojpnade, upward of fixty feet in height. 

Thiscolonadeisfupported onalolid bafeof’coarfe, black, irregular rock, near fixty 
feet thick, abounding in blebs and air holes, but though comparatively irregular, 
may be evidently obferved to affe£l a peculiar figure, tending in many places to run into 
regular forms, refembling tire fhooting of falts juid ^any other Uibftance^ during a 
hafty cryftallizationr , , "v 

Under this 'great bed of ftoac ftands a fccond range of pillars, between forty and- 
fifty feet in height, lels grofs, arid more lharply defined than thofe of the upper ftory, 
Kiany of thbm, on a clofe view, <;mulating even the neatnefs of the columns in the 
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Giants* Caufcway. This lower range is borne on a layer of red ochro ftone, which 
ferve^s as a relu:f to fliew it to great advantage *. 

I'hefe two admirable natural galleries, together with the interjacent mafs of irregular ' 
rock form a perpendicular height of one hundred and feventy feet ; fropi the bafe of 
which, the promontory, covered with rock and grafs, flopcs down to the fea for the 
fpace of two hundred feet more, making in all a mafs of near four hundred feet in 
height, Vhicfi in beauty and variety of its colouring, in elegance and novelty of arrange- 
ment, and in the extraordinary magnitude of its objeds, cannot readily be rivalleu by 
any thing of the kind at prefent known j. 

Though there are but two complete ranges of pillars which appear in any of the pro- 
montories, yot is not improbable that there may be many more in fucceflion, at various 
depths under ground ; and this opinion is continued by columnar ma^ks which may 
be traced in fcvoral rocks that He in the fea. Tlie Caufeway itfelf, which is fituated at the 
bafe of one of thofe promontories, on the level of the beach, is one of thofe columnar 
beds that has been accidently ftripped and wj^lhed by length of time and dorms. 

The pillars of this whole headland appear naturally to aflett a perpendicular fituation, 
and in the few places where they lie in an inclined podure, it feems, to be the died of 
fomc external caufc, which has deranged them from their original difpofition. Indeed 
where the forms of crydallization arc imperfed, they may be feen to (hoot in various 
directions, and Ibmetimes in irregular curves, but in mod of thefe indances the co- 
lumnar outline is very rude and unfinidicd. 

It is worth remarking, that the ranges of pillars are more per fed in proportion as 
they lie deeper under ground ; the fecond range in Plealkin is evidently better finidiccl 
than the upper one, and contains much fewer irregularities in the grain of its done ; 
while the pillars of the Caufeway, which runs into the fei^iitfclf, have dill a greater Iharp- 
nefs in their figure, and are more clofc and uniform in their texture. 

Such is the general outline of this great headland, which affords objed*' extremely 
^intereding to every one who may wHh to dudy Nature in her bold and uncommon 
woi ks. ^ * % 

At the clidance of eight miles from hence (as I mentioned before) the promontory 
of Fairhead J raifes iis lofty fummit more thaA foi.ir hundred fct*t above the fea, form- 
ing the eadern termination of Ballycadle bay. It prefcnis to view a vad compad mals 
of rude columnar doncs, the forms of which arc extremely grofs, many of them being 
near one hundred and fifty feet in length, and the texture lo coarfc §, as to rcfemble 
black fchorle done,^ rather than the clofe fine grain of the GJunts* Caufeway bafaltes. 
At the bafe of ihcfe gigantic columns, lies a wild wadeof natural ruins, of an enormous 
lizc, which in the courfe of fucccllivc ages Jiave been tumbled down from their founda- 
tion by dorms, or fome more powerful operations of nature. Thefe ixiaflive bodies 
have loiuctimcs withdood the (liock of their fall, and often licrin groupcs and clumps 

♦ The ouly inftances of diffcMcnt ranges ©f bafaltes tliat have hitj^erto been dlfcovcrcil, occur'^n the va- 
luable wtu'k of Monf. Tanjas <le St. Fond, on the volcanos of Vivarnia, hut the arrangement which 
•ppeaiH there, eveti with the iieaitufs that always attends an engraving, is greatly inferior to thatKof Pleaflviri. 

f Mr. Pennant is much iniltaken fti his opinion that the Hlllc ifland of Stalfa, whofe greased: height is 
huf one#hiindred and twenty -tight feet, con’.iins any objtid equal to the bold promontories of Bengorg. 
^^icilhcr are 4 hc bell fpeLimi’.js of piil<i|s at at all ctMiiparablc td tht>lc of the Griants* Caufeway, in 

jicatnefs of torm^ 01 finguiarity of articulation. • 

This is the Rhodo'giiun PromoiUorium of Ptolemy the geographer. ^ ^ 

§ Tlftle piiiars do not, at rirll view, appear to havd any maijtj^of articulation^ but* on observing fuch 
as have failcft down from the top of rairluad, they arc found to be often feparated into prefty regular joints 
by the force of the fall, k . . •• ^ 

of 
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of pillars, refembling many of the varieties of artificial ruins, and forming a very novef 
arfd linking Idncll'cape. > 

favage wildiiefs chara£leri^es this great promontory^" at the foot of ■which the ocean 
rages with iitKonunon fary. Scarce a fmgle mark of vegetation has yet crept over the 
hard rock to diverfify its colouring, but one uniform greynefs clothes the fedhe all 
around. Upon the whole, it makes a fine contrail with the beautiful capes of Bengor5„ 
Witbrc the varied brown Ihades of thtr pillars,ii{jen)ivencd by the red and greerf tints of 
ochre and graCs, cail a degree of life and cheerfulncls over the different objects. 

Though I have particularly doferibed the bafalt pillars of thefe two magnificent pro- 
montories, yet there are many other fimilar arrangements through this coiuHry, winch, 
though leid worthy of admiration as grestt objedls, yet become extremely interdjtiitg 
when one uilhts to fearch minutely into the natural caufes which might have product 
thefe extraordinary pillars. 

Ihe mountain of Duninull, lying between Colerajn and the river Bufh, abounds in 
this fpecics of Hone, particularly at the cipigs of Iflamore, where two different' ranges 
ot columi'iS may be difeovered ; and at rtioft of the quarries which have occ^fionally 
been opened round, the mountain. They may be feen alfo at Dunluce-hill, near the cattle 
of Dunluce : in the bed of the river Bufh, near the bridge of Buihmtlls: on the fum- 
mit of the mountain of Croaghmore ; in many parts of the high land over BalUntoy 
in the ifland of Raghery, and various other places, through an extent of coaft ^out fif- 
teen miles in length, and two in breadth *. 

I (hall not at prefent delay you with a minute defeription of each of thefe, but may, ia 
the courfe of iny letters, take an opportunity to mention the general charafter of the fiice 
of this country, and any fingularities worthy of notice, in the forms and fituation of its 
bafaltes. Yours, See, •' 


LETTER IX. 

dear sir, ^ PoriruJfjt AugujS ly 

IN my latt letter I deferibed the external charaftcr of the Giants’ Caufeway pillars,, 
which will abundantly ferve to diferiminate the columnar bafaltes from any other foffil 
of a different fpecies at prefent known. But as this Hone does not always appear in 
hs prifmatical form, it will be convenient to take notice of fome other properties, not 
imme^ately derived from its figure, by which wc fhall be enabled to dittinguifh it in 
thofe inftances where it iftay be dlfpofed in more rude and irregular .mattes. 

"nie bafaltes of the Giants’ Caufeway | is a black, ponderous, clofe-grained ttone, 

. which docs not effervefee in any of the minbral acids. 

Its fpecific gravity is to that of water, nearly in the proportion of 2.90 to i.oo, and: 
to that of the finett marble, as 2.90 to 2.70. 

Though its texture be -compaA, it is nor abfolutely homogeneous ; for if ground- 
to a fmooth furfoce, its bright jet-black polifli is disfigured by fcveral fmall pores. 


• ^Beyond this Irsdlf which abounds in perfcdl pillars, an attentive ^>bfcrvcr will be able to trace the famt 
fpecies of fofliU in very diilant parts of the country, as far a.s ihc northern fliore of J.ionglifieagb, aitd«lhe 
mountains of the count^ of Derly ; <n many places of whiej^ iinpi^’feit columnar fornns maype (ilifervedB 
fo that the ^eat caufe ushich generated this fpecies of flone, has been exerted through a fpiicc of more than 
forty miley in length and twenty in breadth ; that in, through above eight hundred fquare miles* 

+ I have^intentiSnally*confintd this amount to the Hone of the Giants’ Caufeway, becaufe it feems at 
perfect in i^t kiifd as any hitherto difeovered, and may in fomc mcafure ferve for a iUndard, with which to 
compare othor^ftonc of the fame fpeciet, /• 
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• It ftrikes fire imperfeftly with a fleel. 

When.expQfed to a moderate heat in a common fire it aflumes a reddilh colouh, 
which is more wvid on its natural outfide covering, and lofes about -jV part of jts 
weight *, * , 

In amore intenfe heat it readily melts, aiid is, as the chymifis exprefs it, fufible 
ferje. 

With <ihe adiftance of an alkali fiux it^ay be vitrified, and forms an opaque 'of 
a black or bluilh colour. 

Its principal component parts are iron in a metallic ftate, combined chiefly with fili. 
ccous and argillaceous earths. 

Its metallic principle may be demonftrated by a very fimple experiment : let a fmall 
fragment of bafultes, in its natural ftate,. be brought into contad, or very near to a.good 
magnetical needle, and it may be made to detain the needle at a confiderable diftance 
from its meridian. Let this fragment' be touched by a magnet and it will acquire pretty 
flrong polarity, capable of attra^'ng or repelling the needle, at the dillance of an inch' 
or more. From hence it is proved to contain iron in a metallic ftate, becaufe the cabe 
of that metal is incapable of producing any magnetical phaenomena ^(hatever. 

To determine the quantity and quality of each conftituent part, requires a yery flow 
and laborious operation, which would be almoft equally tedious in the defeription. I- 
ftiall therefore juft mention the refults from- the experiments of that able chymift, Sir: 
Torbern Bergman, whole authority you will not readily queftion : 

Bafaltes loo parts. 

Contains filiccous earth • 50 parts^ 

Argillaceous earth- 15 

Calcarious earth ^ 

Magnefia - a 

^ Iron - - 

100 

From tliefe elements we fliall eafily be enabled -to account for ftiveraV of its- prow- 
pertics. 

Hence it comes to pafs that its fpecific gravity is fo confiderable^ exceeding that of 
many ftonos, which, when polilhed, appear much more compad^ the quantity of phlo* 
gifticateil iron eafily making compenfation. ’ * 

We fee alfo why it anfwers fc> well for a touchftone, tnc hardhefs of its iron partieles 
eafily rubbing and fretting off the parts of ally fofter metal which maf be appl^ to iti 
and its black ground ferving to difplay thefe to greater advantage. 

Hence loo arifes its fufibility witliuut addition ; for though flintj clay, and calcaiious 
earth, are feparate ly refradory, in any degree of artificial heat, yet when mixed together 
they are readily fufible, and ftill more eaf^y when united*with phlogifticated iron. 

From the metallic Tlate of ijs iron element we are enabled to infer, a priori^ that the 
co’lumns of the Giants’ Caufewaf are all natural magnets, whole lower extremity is th^ir 
north pole, and the upper extremity their fouth pole.. For hpving^ fla>od during many 
ages ill a pA'pendicular pofiiion, they tlluft have acquired that'polari^ which is peculiar 
iron iublfances in a fimilar fuualion j and like naturai-magneta^ ewery fragment^ 

• * • • . • 

♦ Till* lofs*piobably arifes from water expelled by the beat. For in tbe courfc of twcni];-fglir lioura 

aftc.r, it will nearly have recovered iu former weighty particularly t it • 

n/heoi 

• 
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when broken, will have its north and fouth pole. And this I have found true by ex- 
'pecience ; each pillar of the Giants’ Caufeway, and each fragment of a pillar, which I 
applied near to the needle, having its attraftive and repellent poini. 

Hence likcwil’e it follows that the great capes in the neighbourhood of the Caufeway, 
muft poffefs a fimilar property ; and, accordingly, in the femicircular bays of Bengorc- 
head, I have often found the compafs very much deranged from its meridian. 

•' magnetifm of thefe capes may perhaps be an objeft of fome curiofity^ it might 

be well worth inquiring, how far fuch malfes of phlogifticated iron within the earth 
may produce thofe fudden and unaccountable deflexions of the needle, whfeh are aU 
ways inconvenient, fometimes fo dangerous to fcamcn ; and whether that ftill more 
myfterious and inexplicable phsenomenon of the annual variation, may not arife from 
the gain or Ibfs of the principle of metalliety, which in the flow and regular courfe of 
nature, may poffibly take place by the various a^ion of heat and moilturc. 

We have proof fufficient on a diminutive fcalc, that iron may by a variety of artificial 
means lofo or gain that principle on wljjch alone its magnetical property depends ; and 
the decompofition of the hafaltes enables us to affirm, with reafonable certainty, that 
fuch changes do .idlualiy fake place in nature, and that the niagncrical phenomena of 
the promontory of Bengore, for inflance, muft now be different from what it was fome 
ages ago, or from what it will be fome ages hence : it may, therefore, deferve conlidcr- 
ation, how far this analogy could be purfued with refpcfl to the whole mafs of the earth, 
particularly as wc have evidence of the exiftence of a natural agent abundantly adequate 
to this effeef, I mean fubterranean fire, whofe extenfive dominion is indif'putably proved 
by thofe numerous volcanoes that have been difeovered in fo many diftant parts of the 
world, and w'hole fources muft lie at vciy confiderabic depths below the furfaco of the 
earth, if we may argue from the vail quantity of different fubftances which they have 
vomited forth in their various eruptions. 

From a knowledge of thofe elementary j>arts of the bafaltcs, we are furnifhed with an 
analogy tending to throw fome light on the regularity of its form. One of its principlos 
is found tq be filicjjouS earth, and we have very numerous proofs that this fubftance 
docs, in other inft'ances which come within our obfervation, frequently affeft a regular 
figure, variable however under various circuinftanccs. Thus rock cryftal, which is a 
very pure flinty earth, is commonly difpofed in the form of hexagonal prifms, the de- 
nomination of fidcs which chiefly prevails among our bafaltic pillars. Thus variety of 
cryftallizations are found to take place in the metal of glafs-houfes, where the furnace 
has been fuffered to c(x>l gradually. 

Iron is another of the principles which enter into the bafaltcs ; and this metal Is found 
to cryftallize in regular figures, when all fit circumftances concur to permit the due ar- 
rangement of its parts.- This is fopietimes difcovcrable in the ores of that metal, and 
may be obferved to take place imperfectly even in our founderies, in what is commonly 
called* the .grain pf call, iron, generally prefenting to view a ftriated appearance : but, 
in cafes where the pains and ingenuity of .the chemift has been exerted to exhibit 
this pl\senumenon more decifively, very regular cubical figures 'have b ?en produced, 
cltfarly afsertaiuing the cxillence of this tendency towai'd a peculiar difpofition of ats 
* parts. ^ , 

In truth, the particles *bf every fuMlapcc in iiatur^appear to poffefs priviitelaws and 
afllnitifs, whereby^hey jirocee^i to unite, and to arrange themfelves in •regular forms, 
when all things ndc flary comUne to affift this tendency ; that is, when by any mJStlliF 
whateverj the particles are removed to a fufficent diftance, and afterwards fuffered to 
'approach How ly and regularly a<&ording to their various laws of action. 

Thus 
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Thus it appears to be in the cafe of faline fubftances, which have been held in foIu« 
tlon in a watery medium ; for .if by the uniform evaporation of the fluid, or any other 
flow and regular caufe whatever, time and fpace be allowed in which the dilTolved 
particles may exert, without difturbance, their private laws of affinity, thtfe particles 
will be found to affe£t an arrangement peculiar to that fpecies of boily to which they 
belong. Thus again, all bodies which have been ditfolvtd by the medium of heat^ 
wh“n fuffA’ed to cool equably, and without the rapid alllux of frefli portions of air, 
do univerfally exhibit a peculiar difpofition of parts, of which inflancos enough occur 
in every fpccies of metal, in fulphurs, in glafs, and, in' fliort, in all fubllances capable 
of a perfeft fufion. 

Since therefore wc have fufficient evidence, in fiich inflances as come within the 
reach of human powers and obfervalion, that the elementary parts of thj bafalles do 
aflcck a fpccific form of cryftallization, and that this form is always more and more per- 
fetl, in proportion as our experiments are made with greater regularity, and on a larger 
fcale, it may not appear uiireafonable to ptirfue 4he fame analogy in the cxtcnfive opera- 
tions of nature, where tho/b laws, which are l)ut imperfectly exerted in oiir diniiiiutivc 
experiments, may aft with full and undiffurbed vigour, capable of prothiciiig the beau- 
tiful fymmetry and arrangentent of a Giants* C'aufew'ay. And thougii cryftals have pro- 
bably never been produced from any Ample fubftance, precil’ely anf'wering to the arti- 
culated bafalt pillars, yet no very important objeftion cau be dmved irom hence, lluce 
it is well known that eletnents which feparately form I'pecific cryltals, may, when united, 
Gonditutc by their compound law's, bodies difl'erent from t-ilher hgurc. Thus melted 
glafs, through which fcoria: of iron had been accidentally mixed, was found to alfeft a 
columnar lhape *. 

Thcfc are the chief matters worthy notice, which have c<)me under my own imme- 
diate obfervation with refpeft to the perfeft ftone of the Giants* Caufeway. 1 lliall 
next mention fome of the leading varieik's of its dillerent fpccies. 

*Firfl:, With refpeft to form and magnitude : the pillars of the Caufeway are rn)all, 
not very much exceeding one foot in breadth, and thirty in lehgtli,^ fliarply defined, 
neat in their articulation, with convex or concave terminations to cach'joiiu. In many 
of the capes and hills they are of a larger fize, more imperfeft and irregular in their 
figure and articulation, having often flat terminations to their joints : at Fairliead they 
are of gigantic magnitude, fometimes exceeding live feet in breadth, ami an hundred 
in length ; oftentimes apparently deftitjte of joints altogether. Through many part."* 
of the country this fpcipies of ftone is entirely rude and anformed, feparating in loofe 
blocks, in which flate it refeinbles the ftone known in Swftlen by the name of Trappe. 

Secondly, With refpeft to fituation ; the ’pillars at the Giants’ Caufeway Hand on 
the level of the beach, from whence they may be traced through all degrees of eleva- 
tion, to the fummit of the higheft grounds in the neighbourhood, as at the old lort 
of Duumull, and on the top of Croaghmorc, fix hundred feet at leaft above the Jevcl 
of the fea. • 

Thirdly, With refpeft to difpofition and arrangement ; At the Caufeway, qnd in 
moft other places, they Hand perpendicular to the horizon ; in fome of .the capes, and. 
narticalarly nearUlhet harbour in the ifle of Raghery, they lie in an ob^iqu'' pofitiun ; at 
t)oon Point, iti the fame ifland, andialon^ the BahiAtoy Ihore, tlfey form a variety of re- 
gula;; curves. * • . , 

The little point of Doon is indeed extremely •curiousj containing atfoned perpendicu- 
lar, horizontid, and bending pillars. Its bafe refembles a mole composed of ereft co* 

*■ Vide Ker’e Obfervalieni on the Cryllallizatlon of Glafs. Phil. Tranf. vol. Ixv. ' , 

lumns 
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I/iinfis like thofe of the Giants’ Caufeway ; over the extremity of this msfs others ap« 
pear in a bending form, as if they had Aid over in a (late dtfofinefs, capable of accommo. 
dating ihcuifelves to the courfc of their defcont, and thus ajTuimng figure of various 
curves, in confequcnce of the aftiw of gravity ; ova- all, feveral piUars are difpofed in 
an horizontal pofition, fuch as would accord with an hypothefis of their having jiift 
reached the brink of the defeent wliere they were fuddenly arrefted, and became rigid, 
lying along with tlicir extremities pointing orft toward the fea. * 

Fourthly, With refpeO; to colour and grain: the Giants’ Caufeway ftone is black, 
,dofe, and uniform; its varieties of colour arc blue, roddifli, grey; and, of grain, all 
that can be fuppofed from exirome riitenefs, to the coarfo granulated appearance of a 
ftone which rffeinblcvS impcifeil: granite, abounding in cry Hals of fchorle, chiefly black, 
though fometiihcs of various colours. 

Fifthly, With rcfpedl to texture : we mufl. obferve, that though the Giant’s Caufe- 
way ftone be in general compad a:.d iioinogoneoiis, yet it is remarkable that the upper 
joint of each pillar, where it can wit!'. o<rt duty be afcertained, is always rudely formed 
and cellular •: the grofs pillars alt *, in the capes and mountains, frequently abound 
In thefe air holes' through all thei>- parts, wiireh fometimes contain fine cl^y and other 
apparently foreign bodies: and the irr.gular bafahos, beginning where the pillars ceafe, 
or lying over them, is in general extre.nely honey-combed, containing in its cells cryftals 
of zeolyte, little morfels of brown clay, fo-neiimcs very pure ftcatitc, and in a few in- 
ftances bits of agate. 

The foffils attendant on the bafaltcs are, Firft, Kxtonfive laycns of red ochre, vary- 
ing in all degrees from a dull ferruginous colour, to a bright red, anfvvering well for 
coarfe paint. 

Secondly, Veins of iron*6rc, fomt times very rich, commonly of a brown orreddifh 
call, at other times of a changeable blue c. lour. 

Thirdly, St eatitos, generally of a gre..M;i{h foapy appearance, more rarely of a pure 
white ; it raifis an imperfed fiiponaceous IVoUi when agitated with water. * 

Fourthli/, ZcqH^te, of a bright and purell whit, colour ; in malfes varying in weight 
from a grain to a pound ; generally dil’pofcd in cavities of the cellular bal'aites ; often 
aileding acryflaUlzation, in which the fibres fadi.ite out from one center, in fome in- 
flances KWembling a beautiful fpangled appearance of thiftlo dowm. The moll remark- 
able property of this follil is that it forms a gelatinous mixture in the courfc of a few 
hours with any of the mineral acids, mod readily with fpirit of nitre t* 

Fifthly, 1 ’eperino Hone, a* friable matrix of indurated clay and iron, fludded with 
little morfels of zeolyte, an3 other fubftance.s. It is often of a reddifh burnt colour, 
correfponding accurately with the pciieriilo ftone of Iceland. 

Sixthly, Pumice-ftonc, of a deep black colour, containing iron not entirely dephlo- 
gillicated, but Hill capable of afting on thenoedle; fometimes found on the fhore of 
the kland of Raghery. 

• 

• Vide pillars at the Mufeum of Tnn. Coll. Dublin. ' ^ 

% + Zcolyicis faid by the chymifts to bccompofed ot argiI 1 nceou|, filiccoua, and calcanoiis earths, uniH’d m 
certain portions to water (vide Kirwan's Mineralogy, page 65). Now, that thefe elements may popSly be 
found in it, I do ndt deny, fejt thfit its fmgujar properties can be accounted for from this nnion^Ionc, feems 
not likely. In trutl^ chymical teds depending only on affinities already known, cannot always difeover the 
prcfciVLre of that element on which the chief ^Tiaenomenn of bodies may often depend. * A chymical yt alyhs 
can\hen only We ellefrmed perfectly decifive when it is fupported by A fair fynthetical oroof, dymoiifiranfljf 
,lhat tlje component parts difeovered bj the aualyfu may be fo uuited as Co form a fubftancf poflcffcd of all 
the propvKict of the 6riginal. 


The 
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The followhicf foflilsfeem to hpvo cxillcd in their prefont form, independent of, and 
perhaps antecedenr \o the Irafaltes. 

Firit, Cfialky Limefton^ : tire whole Country appc?ars to have been originally forined 
of this fiibftancc, to the hcij;ht of fovcral hundred feet above the pr^dbuf level of the 
fea. It lies in beds nearly parallel to die liori7*o:*i, and contains Ibiiie fcarcc petrifac- 
tions, particularly bcleninites, luc^re rarely aReria;. 

Secondly, Flints: are clifpofed in great abundance, and in various fl.apos, 

through the chalky nincflone ; fouiedines, however, they are found loofe through the 
ground; at otlT.r tinir; tli.y maybe difeovertd among the baliih s Init in ail thefe 
inftaiiccs tlie liineRone appears to be their proper matrix, from whence tlic*y have been 
only accidently (H^'p'^rfod ; for the vegetable mold (in which they are n ‘ver found, ex- 
cept near the liincllonc) moil commonly abounds in calcarious earth, as if it had been 
principally formed by the decompofirion of that fubflance, while the harder texture of 
the flints, fuflering litde change, were fcattcred in tluMr original Rate irregularly through 
it. As for the baliiltes, it only contains th<'?ln at or very near to the place of contafl 
with the inferior imds of calcarious fLcnie, bits of which fill! continue to adhere to the 
Hints in many parts. M'he fubflance of the flints too fecins to have undergone fome 
change in this lituation, their traidparency, hardnef-, and colour being oltcu confulcr- 
ably altered. 

Thirdly, Sandftonc : a great mafs of this forms the caftern fide of Rallycaftle bay, 
and in one part the bafalt pillars of Fairhead reft on it. 

Fourthly, Pit coal: it lies in beds between the layers of fandflonc at Ballycaftlc, and 
appears to continue under the fea to the ifiand of Raghcry. 

Fifthly, Martial Vitrit)! : tliis is formed among the co.'^f-pits, by the union of thefuU 
phurcous acid of the coals with a ftratiini of iron. 

Sixthly, A very fingular range of calcarious phofphoric rocks ; thefe lie on the fliore 
,of the ifland of Raghery, nearly where tJu^vciu of the Ballycaftlc coals might be fup- 
pofed to reach. Clofe to the ftiorc it ivf inblcs a hard whit^# limeftonc, of a blueifli 
caft; a little furibc'r inland it becomes foftcr, and whiter; by and*by it afllnnes theap- 
p(?arance of a calcarious i'anddlone ; in each of which Rates it produces a vivid yellowifli 
light when fprinklcd on coals, or a hot iron. It does not emit a fulphurcous finell in 
burning, nor docs it difcoloiir vitriolic acid in folution ] . 

I have hero given you a fummary of the piinciplc varieties of the bafaltes and its at- 
tendant foflils ; perhaps you will fay that my brevity doeiyiot make me intelligible, 

but to this I muft arrfwer firft, that if foftils cannot be afeertained by a few general cha- 
ratleriftics, a more laboured defeription of, minute circumltances will do little elfe than 
perplex any perlbu who is not a very good luineralogift, in which cafe we have no re- 
fource but in actual obfervation. And fecoiidly, fhat Rich dreumftances as I have here 
mentioiicil, will probably afford a foundation broad enough on which to build any ana- 
logical reafoning that may be derived immediately from the nature ol the fuBilanccs 
tlicmlelvcs. , • 

^ As I fhould be forry to hare dven you the trouble of reading; this letter onl^ lbr^tl>e 
unprofitable labour of learning \\iiconun\fn nanus, which would certainly be tlie cale 
did *thisf account terminate the ful)jecl5^ 1 llrall, in iny nexi letter, candidly apply iuchar! 
guinents as c-^rn be derived froiil the nature uud properties ot thetj foluls, to expUu.n 

• 

* Foi^iuflance, under DiinUicc Cadlo. ^ - / . . . 

f SpcciinLliiJ of all fofliia iiny U icen in the MuRuin ')r T. C. D., uivKr tli. of 

Foifib, County of Aiitiim. ^ * 
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Ehtf'vokaort theory of the produflion of the bafaltes; at thelatne tiin^ however, I 
hope to be able to ftate, vrith equal honefty, fuch objections ^'feem moft fobftantially 
to militate ag^pnft this favourite hypothefis ; leaving it to your oWn eitcellfent judgment 
to decide on a fubjeft, where, ns Sir Roger de Coverly would obfervei '^f;«huch| might 
be Imd on both fides.” 


LETTER X. 

DEAR SIR, T'ortruJh^AugUji 

THERE are-few things that can affeCt a contemplative mind with more furprize, 
than the numerous and fignal changes which appear to have taken place in the form 
and arrangement of our earth, at feme very didant age. It is a fubjeCt which has at alt 
times engaged the attention of mankind, and certainly conftitutes the moft interefting 
department of natural hiftory. *' 

From the frequent and unequivocal veftiges of marine productions, which are found 
in the midft of our moft extenfivc continents, and on the fummit offeveral of thelofti* 
eft mountains, fome philofuphcrs have been induced to attribute the formation of the 
prefent habitable world, to the violent and tumultuary fury of the ocean, agitated by 
fome uncommon caufe * : Whilft others t have thought, that the gradual but unceaf- 
ing efforts of its heaving billows were abundantly adequate to account for thefe ap- 
pearances on more common principles. 

But variety of natural phasnomcna ocfur to an attentive obferver, which are deemed 
incapable of being reafonably explained by thefe hypothefes ; whether we regard the 
general features and elevation of many of our continents, or the nature and Ctuation of 
the fofllls which they contain. 

Hence it has come to pafs, that a new and more powerful principle, efleeraed entirely 
equal to thofe effeCfs, hqs been adopted, and many of the moft furprillng phxnomena of* 
nature are held to explicable by the potent agency of fubterranean fire. 

To this latter caufe the formation of our pillars of bafaltes has been attributed with 
fome appearance of probability ; and though much has been faid on this fubjeCt with 
vagueneft*!ind indecifion, concerning the manner of their production, yet the principal 
faSs that have been adduced in favour of the general opinion are worthy of attention, 
and open to view a very^ novel and important obJeCl of enquiry. 

The firft perfon who took a, decided part in favour of the volcanic theory of the ba- 
faltes was M. Defmareft, a French gentleman, whofe memoire on that fubjeCt may be 
feen in the publication bf the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1771. Mr. 
Defmareft made a tour through the -county of Avergne, one of the fouthern provinces 
of France in the neighbourhood of the Rhone, where he difeovered many piles of ba- 
faltes, 'Vvith more variations of magnitude, figure, and ari-angement^ than was at that 
time known about the Giants’* Caufeway in Ireland. By his means a geographical fur. 
vey wa^-made of this part of France, and a map delineated in which the direction of the 
mountains, and the fituation of its bafaltes, were fuppofcd to be accurately projeCled. * 

* From this map^ and hi,s oyirn perfonal obfervations of the nature of the foil, ^nif the 
general fpecies of vs foffils, he conceived that tbi? country bad once been ravaged by fub- 
terranean fire, of ^hefe wafteful domihion undeniable vCftiges ftill remained ; and that ^ 
the Bold inequalities of its furiVee, its hills and vallics, were formed by vaft heaps of 

, « 

' Burnet, Wbillon, 'N^oodward, &c. -f Buffon, &c. 
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fcorise, and different melted fubdances, which had iUued from its volcanic inoufttaijis*, 
fpreading themfelvcs in every direction from thefe flaming centers. 

^ ' He imagined alfo, that many of thefe melted torrents might be traced through their 
whole extent, from the fide of the great volcano which gave them birth *iu the moun- 
tains of D’or, to their remoteft extremities where they terminated in banks of prifmati-* 
cal bafaltes. From all thefe circumffances he concluded, that the bafaltic columns were 
formed Ijy the gradual refrigeration of a mafs of fluid lava, during its flow progrefs over 
the fubjacent foil, and that moft of its varieties of fhape and fituation might naturally be 
attributed to the different interruptions of its courfe, or to the alterations introduced by 
the fucceffive ravages of volcanic fire *. 

After Mr. Defmareft many writers both foreign and domeflic purfued, this interefting 
fubje£t with great ardor. Among the Englifh authors we are principally indebted to the 
labours of Sir William Hamilton, whofe valuable colledioii of fatfs relating to thofe 
places which arc at this day the feat of living volcanos, afford the furefi rules of judg> 
ment concerning fuch countries as do yet be:ir ilrong marks of a volcanized appearance 
without any dire£l evidence of the exiflenee of fubterranean fire. 

But the perfon to whom we owe the moll; ample compilation of mfiterials immediately 
relating to the bafaltes, is Monfieur Faujas de St. Fond, who has lately publillted a vo< 
luminous work on the extindl: volcanos of Viverais and Velay, counties adjoining to 
Auvergne, which had before been deferibed by Mr. Dcftnarefl. In this work the au- 
thor has given a particular memoir on the bafaltes, to w'hicii ho has annexed deferiptions, 
and engravings of the moft remarkable banks and mountains of bafaltic columns in 
thefe two countries. But what renders his work ftill, more valuable, are the minute 
and accurate accounts which it contains of the attendant follils, particularly zeolyte, 
fchorl, and puzzolane earth ; becaufc we are from thence enabled to 4^cide whether 
thefe fubftances be univerfally conne^cd with the bafaltes, or are only the accidental at- 
tendants of it in a few particular counties ; and where fuch foflils arc found together, 
*we have it in our power to eftimate fairly the force of thofe 'Arguments derived from 
, their nature and connexion in any one country, by confidering caildidly, bow far they 
fhould weigh with us in thofe inftances which come immediately under our own parti- 
cular obfervation. 

In my laft letter I enumerated the chief varieties of the bafaltes and its attendant fof- 
fils, as they occur in the northern parts of Ireland ; and I fhall now briefly ftatc to you 
fuch arguments as may be derived from them, in proof of the ancient exillcnce of fub- 
terranean fire in theiB neighbourhood. * 

Firft, The bafaltes itfelf is efteemed to be nothing elfe than lava ; and its varieties are 
attributed entirely to accidental circumttances attending its courfe, or the manner of 
its cooling.-— In fupport of which opinion it is affirmed that the bafaltes agrees moft ac- 


* “ A mefure qu’on parcourt ccs CantonSf cn faifant la recherche Sc lV‘immcration dcs niafles pnrina<* 
tlqiiCR, qu’on ctudi« les CourantH, fur tout vera Iciir cxtremicd, qu’oii fmt Iriir marclie dcpuls le ^entre dci 
eiiiptions, Itrur echainment A: Uur diilrilyition a la fiiperlicic des phtines liauti'S qui feparent Ics vallonG^ qujou 
examine lea diflcrentes cfpeces dca pierres dont Ils font c^^mpolcs, on reconnoit a cKnque pas que ce 
des Hfers d* oeuvres etablis fur le fol naturel. On difUngucs les produi^ dq feu dcs»fub fiance? intades 5c* 
Ton apptcde^lii mcme tempb les tianfptrts imiheufes da matiercs fondues, dont les prifiins font toujour 
partie. — Dtfinareft fur I’origiae 5c la nature du Bafak* &cc Mempirs of the French Acadf-ii)^ for the 
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curatcly witlj^he lava in its elementary principles in its grain, in the fpeciesof the 
foreign bodies which it includes t, and in all the diverfities of its texture J. 

^ ’Secondly, The iron of thobalaltcs is found to be in a metallic (late capable of afting*' 
, on the niagnetical needle. The fame is true of the iron contained in the compatl lava. 

Thirdly, I ho bafaltcs porfolles the remarkable property of being fufible per fej 
prepertvtis alfcr comnum to the lava and molt volcanic fubilanccs. 

Foui-tliTy,*Thc badiltcr, is a foreign fiibitance, fuperinduced on the original itmeftonc 
foil of the country, in a fl at of lofincfs capable of allowing the flints to penetrate con- 
fiderably within its lower furface. — It is hardly neceffary to add, that the lava is an ex- 
traneous mafs, overfpreading tlie adjoining foil in a fluid flate ; that it is often born on 
a limeftone b^e, or that flints and other hard matters do frequently penetrate into its 
fubllance. In' fhort, the circumllances of agreement arc fo numerous, and fo clear, as 
to create a very reafonable preluinption that they are one and the fame fpecies of fub- 


llance. . r , i r 

But the evidence derived from the nature and properties of the attendant foffils. 


leeois alfo to contribute largely in fupport of this opinion. 

Thofe extcnfive‘bcds of red ochre, which abound among our bafalfes, are fuppofed to 
bo an iron earth reduced to this ftate of a calx by the powerful aftion of heat ; for fuch 
a change may be produced on iron in our common furnaces, provided there be a fuf- 
iicient afflux of frefh air } and the bafaltcs itfelf in fuch circumftanccs is eafily reduce- 


able to an impure ochre, exadll) limilar to that found at Bengore. This phsenomeiion is 
alfo obferved to take place more or lefs in the prefent living volcanos, particularly within 
their craters, and is theref ore held to afford a prefumptivc argument of the action of fire 


in the neighbouHiood of the bafaltes. 

I remarked, to you the frequent bits of zeolyte which abound in the county of An- 
trim, and thefe, though not the immediate prodiift (as far as I know) of any living 
volcano, are yet thought fo countenance the general fyftem, becaufe zeolyte is found in^ 
countries where fubterr^neous fire is flill vifible, and where there is great reafon to 
apprehend diat the*(vhole foil has been ravaged by that principle. Thus it abounds in 
Iceland, where the flames of Ilecla yet continue to blaze § ; and in the Ifle of Bourbon, 
which is faid to bear undeniable marks of a volcanic character || •, this fubftance is 


therefore fuppofed to arife from the dccorapofition of the volcanic products, in places 
whofe fires have been long fince extinct. 


♦ This will appear pretty* vident, fr'hin Hating the produdls of each fubftancc«according to the analyfie 
of that able chymiit. Sir Torbern Uergman : 

Baialtcs lOO parts. Lava luo parts. 
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« -(• Bits of limcHonc,^int3, fchorl cryfials of various colours, morfcls of pure clay, &c, arc common t*the 
baialtes, and lo lava. * * • • ^ r • j i 

All the vaiittics«f texture which take olacc in lava, from the compact clofe grained kind to the 
fpongy li^a, may flfo be tr.nccd among* the bufaTtcf. 

§ VSie Van TroiPs Lfiicrs on icelaiVl, * 

II Vide>Mellis. Dcfmareit, Faujas de bt, Fonc^ Rafpc, See. 
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Cryftals of fcorl app 'ar in great plenty among many kinils of our liafaltes, and tllr'l^y, 
though not abfolu^oly iinlited to voU anic countries, yet being found in great abundnm e 
Stnong the It diun * lavas, in. circumftances exactly coneJ ponding to our’s, are thougilt 
to fupply a go<wl probable argument in the prefont inlLauce. ' 

The fubftance which I mentioned under the name of peperino (lone, is believed to 
be* the undoubted offspring of gre ; it has frequently the burnt appearance an^Jpongy 
texture o# many of the volcanic produtls, and agrees accurately v\ith the peperino of 
Iceland and Bourbon illands, which ftill contain burning mouixiains. 

Fuzzolane earth is not immediately found in that Hate in IrcUmd, but it is difeo- 
vered among the bafaltes of France, and there is very little doubt that our baf.iltes, if 
pulverized, would agree with it in every refpeft ; that is, it would produc' a line ffiarp 
powder, containing the fame elementary parts, and moil probably anlwering all I:s va- 
luable ufes as a cement f* Fuzzolane earth is found in the Clanary iil.vnds, which are 
clteemed to have other chara£leriffics of the effefts of lire ; it is mot in abundance 
through all the volcanizcd parts of Italy ; it is«icver difeovereJ except iii places which 
have other ftrong marks of the ravages of lire. 

'I’he difeovery of this earth is therefore thought to add great weight to the many other 
proofs which have been mentioned in favour of the general fyffcni. 

Fumice-ffone is a fubftance fo generally acknowlctlged to be the produtEl of lire, that 
I need not be at any trouble to enforce it ; indeed it bears the charaot. r of a ciiuier fo 
obvioufly in its external appearance, that one mull be convinced at lirlt view of its ori- 
•rinal. This foflil is fometimes found on the Ihore of the ifland of Ragliery, among the 
rounded Hones on the beach of the fea J, and being fuppofed an unequivocal tell of the 
action of fire, is imagined to complete all that could bedefired in this kind of reafoning. 

Such arc the internal arguments in fupport of the volcailic origin of the bal'altes, iui- 
niediately derived from the nature and properties of that fubftance and its attendant 
foUils compared with other fubltanccs which are the certain products of fire j and it 
iftuft be confelled, there appears tliroughout fuch a remarkable coincidence of circum- 
ftances, as raifes a Itrong prefuinption in favour of the opinion tl|\t thi^yliave been 
produced by funilar caufes; but there Hill remains other exlernul proois, wl.ich when 
added to the former are fuppofed to form a demonftration ulmolt as pertecl as the na- 
ture of fuch analogical reafoning will allow. 

In the beginning of this letter I mentioned that MeflVs. Definareft and Faujas de 
St. Fond had delcribcd the bafaliic previaces of France, its containing moiinrains, wlio-o 
exterior appcai'ancc was fuch, that they readily pronounctfd tliem fo be extinct voks.no:;. 
One of thefe, on the banks ot the river Ardcfche, called the Montague de la Coupe, 
feenis to exhibit the proofs of its origin in ch^raifters peculiarly clear and dillinct. It is 
of conical form, exatlly correfponding in fliape with the prefent living volcanic moun- 
tains, and like them it contains a large crater nine hundred and fifty feet in diameter, 
and fix hundred feefin depth §. The fubftanccs that have been difeovered through all 

• Vide Ferber’s T.ctlcr9 on Italy. • i •> 

A few experiments on this fiit.jcdl %nigbt perhaps be worth the attention of the peiiticmcn conc erned 
in thwinland oaviRalion of Ireland ; and there is more reafoii for hope of fiiccef) iivthis enquiiy. as tl.e 
Swedes have already applied their pulverized traj»pc (much Hfcmhlmjr fur foarfo bafaltes) as a good foU- 
ftitnre for the puz- 4 plaue, formcrly^hrough! at great cxpence from Italy and the Canafy ilhcnds. 

± *Pumice-ilone occurs fo rarely, that I have been often induced trf doubt vvhelh,^- it not ^ic a fo- 

j-eicn fubftance accidentally di ivcu here h> the waves fronf Iceland, .o/foinc other volcanic country, TTow- 
tver, on triiil, ifcis found too heavy to have floated thither, i;9 iion not being entirely dephbgillicated, a. is 
evident from its deep black colour, and a fmall d .grce of maguetifn4wlurf>ii Hill puHcIIes. 

« Videidonf. Faujas de St. Fond, fur les Voloans, &c. 

^ Its 



511? HAMILTON'S LETTERS ON THE BASALTES OF THE 

its f>arta, particularly in a deep ravine formed on one fide 1>y ton^ents, bear a ftron^ re- 
femblance to many of the V-efuvian produ£ls. In fine, the volcanic features of this 
mountain are fo ftrongly marked, that an accurate account of it would aflford no very 
unfuitable defcription of Vefiivius itfelf during the intervals of its eruptions. Now tlic 
Montague de la Coupe contains at its bafe abundance of bafaltic pillars, which have been 
Qxpofed. to view on one fide by the impetuous torrents of this mountainous country, 
particularly of the river Ardefche, whofe banks are formed of columnar bafalfes. And 
thus are tw'o characters of a bafaltic and volcanic mountain efieenied to be decifively 
united in the Montagne de la Coupe ^ 

•Inhere are three living volcanos at prefen t known, within whofe neighbourhoods. the 
bafaltes, and jmoft fpecies of its ufuRl attendant foflils, have been obferved. The firft is 
fituated in the illand of Bourbon, off the fouthern coaft of Africa t ; the fccond is ALtna | 
in the ifland of Sicily, and the third is Hecla in the ifland of Iceland § , To which it may 
be added, that the bafaltes is found in the volcanized parts of Italy, as at Holzena jj, and 
other places ; though not (as far as I haire been inforaied) any where immediately con- 
tiguous to Vefuvius. Thus (fay the naturalifts) do tlic argument derived from the fitu- 
ation of this fpedes of folfil, withrefpefl: to .mountains which yet continue to burn, co- 
incide with thofe other clear and fatisfaClory proofs, which were drawn immediately from 
its nature and properties, in proof of its volcanic origin. 

In addition to what has been here dated I fhall mention another plaufiblc argument in 
fupport of the opinion, deduced in fome meafure a priori. 

It is well Rfrertained by experience, that there are vaft beds of pyrites difperfed 
through the interior parts of the earth at all depths ; and it is a certain fadl:, that this 
compound fubfiance may, by the accidental afiufion of a due quantity of water, become 
hot, and at length burn with great fury. This, therefore, is one principle to which we 
may, with the ftrongeft probability, attribute the origin of fubterranean fire, more efpe. 
cialLy as the prefent living volcanos do actually pour forth in abundance all the compo« 
nent parts of the pyrites, the chief of which are fulphur, iron, and clay^ Now among 
the fuperinduced f|bftances of the county of Antrim (and I believe the fame may be laid 
of every other .bafaltic country) it is^eertain that the quantity of iron and clay, diffufed 
through almofl every fpecies of foflil, amounts to more than one half of the whole ma- 
terials, fo that two of the principal elements of the pyrites are ftill found here, reduced 
in many inltances to a Hate of flag or fcoriac ; and the third principle, namely the ful- 
phur, cannbt in the nature of things be expefted to remain, becaufe fulphur does in a 
great meafure perifli* during^the a£l of inflammation; and what might perchance 
efcape or be fubliraed, would no doubt have long fince perilhed by decompofition, in 
conlequeiice of being expofed to the air. * 

Thus in fafl: every part of the pyrites whicli could rcafonably be expefted to furvive, 
does at this day adually exift in form extremelyJimUar to the produfts of AStna, Vefu- 
vius, nad Hecla-, the three mod; celebrated volcanos .of Europe. * 

* I been move parucular in mcnlionmg this moiintaitii, beenufe my infbrmat.’on concerning it lia# 
confirmed by tlic nccpunt of my intelligent friend Do6tur Pcijival, of Dublin, wliol'c accurate obfcFva- 
tions and cxctllcnl judgment, can only be cxceedtd by the uncommon candour of his mind. ^ 

f Vide McflVfl. IXfinarelt.^lMujas de iit Fond, Rafpe, 

j I'be ifian J of CaAcl-a-merc, near CaUina, oft the e JElt of iiicily, is entirely bafaltic. Vide Sir Win. 
Jiamilt»ni*s Carnpi IMiicgraji. , • ^ * 

§ yfde Von Troil^wl^rTtcrson Iccbind. ^ 

f! Vidt ;:ir William Hamilton's Caftipi Phlcgrspi, Ferber’s Letters, Ac, 
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LETIER XI. 

DEAR SIR, . Fortrufi) Stptember j,* 

NOTWITHSTANDING the numerous and fpecious arguments which* are urged 
in defence of this volcanic theory of the bafaltes, yet . many difficulties and objeaion»- 
have been r^fed againft it by men of excellent underftanding ; fome of thefe are of 
cdnliderablie force, and as I do not wifh to dilate any opinion to you, but rathef modeftly 
to offer what information has come in my way on the AibjeA, I fhall candidly flate 
thofe obje^ons, together with the moft reafonablc dnfwers. It is faid, that this theory 
does rallily attribute fome of the mod regulai* and beautiful phsenomena of nature to one 
of the mod tumultuary and irregular caufes that can be imagined ; aferbing the ex- 
quidte arrangement of a Giants' Caufeway, which almod emulates the laboured works 
of defign, to the blind fury of a burning volcano. 

This obje&ion, which is pretty drong in itfelf, has certainly received very confiderable 
fupport from the various unfuccefsful attempts ftat have been made to explain the man- 
ner in which the pillars of bafaltes were produced : one perfon • wildly attributing their 
formation to the refrigeration of a current of lava, fuddcniy plunged into the ocean : 
another obfcurely hinting that fome occult quality in the fea lalt might have had its 
fhare in the budnefs : a third t fuppofing, contrary to experience, that the melted mafs 
of lava might in its liquid date have been capable of a confiderable diffulion; or folution 
in water, by which means the particles hatl an opportunity of arranging themfclves in 
regular ’crydalizations : a fourth I conceiving that the bafaltes was originally a bed of 
iron and other fubdances, gradually moidened, and foftened'in the dreams of water 
heated by fubterrancan lire and afterwards affuming its regular figure dtlring the time 
of drying and hardening. 

It is pretty plain, that none ofthefe.indefinite explanations can at all fatisfy a thinking 
ipind, and as an unfortunate argument generally tends to encreafe the apparent weak- 
nels of a taufe, in defence of which it is brought forward, it h'^ hence come to pafs, 
that many perfons of good fenfe have held the whole volcanic fydel». to be 'extremely* 
fallacious. 

In truth, there feems to be but one operation of Tiature, wliich affords any rational 
principle of analogy, by which we can attempt to explain the formation of the bafaltic 
pillars. It is certain that the particles of mod bodies, when removed from each other to a 
proper didance, and differed to approach gradually , aflume a pet^iliar form of arrange- 
ment, as if the parts od each fpecics of matter did, indep^dent of their general proper- 
ties cohefion and gravity, poffefs alfo privjite laws and affinities tending to produce 
thefe fpecific forms. However, let the caufe be what it may, the fa£l at lead is dif- 
fidently certain : and it does not appear to be a matter of any importance by what me- 
dium the particles are didinited, provided only, that a fufficient feparation, and a gradual 
approximation, be allowed to take place. • 

Thus, whether bodies be diffolved by fire, or by a watfery medium, the phasnomcna 
®f crydalization is equally obfervable when proper art has been applied to reAder its 
efiEefts viliblc. * * 

I flicniioned, in a former letter, that the bafalteg was capable of a very perfeft fudon, * 
and that rwA of its elementary paHs were fuch, as, by experience, we know to poffefs 
the*property of crydalization by fudon, both jn* their feparatc an^ cotubined rilates. 

• 

Mf. Raf^e. t Mr. KirwSta. ^ Beigniy^ 
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Since therefore the bafaltes, and iHl attendant fofEls, bear HVong marl« of the effefts of 
fire, it docs not feem unlikely that its pillarsimay have been formed by a procefs ex*, 
adly anafo^ous to what is commonly denominated cryftalization by fufion. 

The only apparent fpecific, difference between the bafakic cryftals, and thofe which 
are produced in oar diminutive elabpratories, feenis to be in the complete difunibn.df 
the pillars, and in the articulated form which they fometimeS exhibit. But this wilkldli^. 
appear to life a matter of any importance, when wo jrefleCt, that in natural opirationsw' 
the f<t|pc kind, but differing in magnitude, the fame proportions are cotimipnly obferved 
H>etwe^n the different parts : thus, the fame ratio which the diameter ofiPbafaltic pillar 
bears to the diameter of one of our diminutive cryftalizations, will the interval between 
the pillars of •bafaltes bear to the interval between the parts of our cryflal ; and who- 
ever will take the trouble to calculate this dikance will find it fo very finall, as eafily to 
admit the different furfaccs within the limits of cohefion ; fo that no IVparability of cryf- 
taks into joints can poflibly take place, from their fmallnefs, though they often bear 
marks which might lead one to imagine them capable of difunion. 

If this reafonin^^ be allowed to have weight, the objeftion derived from the irregu- 
larity and confiifion of a volcanic caufc will not appear unanfwcrable. For though, du- 
ring the moments of an eruption, nothing but a wafteful fccne of tumult and difordcr 
be prefented to our view, yet, when the fury of thofe flames, w'hich have been (Iruggling 
for a paffage, has abated, every thing then returns to its original ftate of reft, and thofe 
various melted fubftanccs, which but juft before were in the wildeft ifateof chaos, will 
now fubfide, and cool with a degree of regularity utterly unattainable in our elabora- 
torics, and fuch as may eafily be conceived capable of producing all the beauty and fym- 
metry of a Giants* Caiifeway. 

A fccond objection arifes fiom hence, that the currents of lava which have iffued from 
iEtna and Vefiivius, within the memory of man, have never been known to exhibit this 
regularity of arrangement. It is therefore faid that experience docs abundantly prov^ 
the fallacy of the volc^yiic hypothefis. 

• In rcply^to thi.^ftve are told, that it is not in the erupted torrents of thefe volcanos wc 
are to hnkc for the phccnomeiia of cryftallization, but in the interior jriris of the moun- 
tains thenifelves, and under the fiirface of the earth, whf.Tfe the metallic particles of the 
lava have not been dephlogillicatcd by the accefsof frcfii airland where perfeft reft, and 
the moft gradual chuiiiuition of temperature, have permittc?d the parts of the melted mais 
to exert their proper laws of arrangement, fo as to allume the form of columnar lava: 
that we muft wait, until thofy'volancic mountains winch at prefrnt burn with fo much 
fury, lhall have completed the period c^f their cxiftcncc 5 until thj immenfe vaults, 
which now lie within their bowels, no longer able to fiipport the incumbent weight, 
Iliall fall in, and dilclol’e to view the wonders of ihe fubterranean world : and then may 
we expefl: to behold all the varieties of cryftali^-ation, fuch as nce^Is take place in ihefe 
elabcfratories of Nature ; then may we hope to fee banks and caufeways of bafaltes, 
and all the bold and uncoinnfon beauties which the abrupt promoptorirs of Antrim now 
exhibif. • ^ ' 

*’ It is ftated as a third objection, that, according to this hypothefis, the bafaltes muft 
have been reduced to a*pe¥fecl ftat^ of fluidity, in order to permit the pIuurFomena of 
cr\italizat!on to Wike place, but, that there is no reafon for believing it^wSv could have 
been fubjecl^d lo^ny intenfe ’action of lire, fo as to be reduced to a ftatoof thin fufion, 
becaut’« it. does not c ontain air •boles, li!;e the lava, nor poflefs thofe’ marks of vitrifica-. 
tion, wfwch attend a very mpder^tc hA\t in our laboratories. 
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^ fhe iirft' psrt of this 'ol^pQion is ill founded, tl^ugh advanced'by WaIlerius,'cll^d 
coiment .minenlogifttfi All the bafaltes, which I have ever feen, docs, in one 
' piait w another of its fubftsncet always exhibit aur holes ; and it is remarkable that evtn 
jdae'ptiiaiC' of ouf Giants* '-Canfeway, which are finpwlarly compa£t, hatv^ "their ypper 
'^qmts ccmftantly more or kfs excavated, fp that thij^-part of the argument does lather 
ymnl in jdefence of the vokanic origin of the lirnfalt^ , 

W With refpeft tg^the want of all mark; of vitrification^ we are -to confiSer tbaffub- 
‘Ibnces in fa|^ Sire very -differently affe£ked,.in proportion as they are more or Ms ex^ 
pofed to -thiinMels of frefli air, the prefence of this element being abfoiutcly n^eflary 
m order to deprive a body of its, phlogifton. 

Thus, metals which may be readily vitrified by expofure to heat, and. the free afflux 
ofah> will yet bear the moft intenfe aftion of fire in clofc vcficls, without being deprived 
of that principle on which their metailiety depends, and arc therefore in this fituaiion 
incapable of being vitrified. The bafaltes may therefore have been fubje^ed to a very 
great degree of heat, within the bowels of thd earth, and yet (hew no marks whatever 
of vinification, and hence it may be explained, how it comes to pafs that the iron princi- 
ple of the bafaltes ftill retains its phlogifton, a^ing fo fenfibly on the''magnetical needle. 

A fourth objection is derived from hence, that in many of the countries where the 
bafaltes moft abounds, there are no traces whatever of thofe bold and decifive features 
which conflitute the diftinguifhing charaderifiic of a volcanic mountain ; its lofty point- 
ed form, its unfathomable crater, and many other circumftances that ftrike the fenfes 
very forcibly at JEtna and Vefuvius.— The bafaltes, therefore, is affirmed to be a foffil 
extenfively fpread over the furfaoe of the. earth, and where it is found in the neighbour- 
hood ^ volcanic mountains, it is faid we fhould fuppofe thefe to be accidentally raifed 
on a bSfaltic foil, rather than to have created it. 


It mufl be confefled that volcanic mountains are not always found to attend the ba- 
^altes, at lead there do not appear i^ny diref^ vefliges of them in the neighbourhood 
of the Giants’ Caufeway in Ireland. 

But the advocates of the fyftem are not much embarrafled with^this difficulty ; ac- 
cording to them, the bafaltes has been formed under the earth itfelf, an.d within the 
bowels of thofe very mounllfins, where it could never have been expofed to view, until 
by length of time, or fome violent Ihock of nature, the incumbent mafs muft have 
undergone a very confiderable alteration, fuch as lltould go near to deftroy every exte- 
rior volcanic feature. In fupport of this it may be obferved tl}at the promontories of 
Antrim do yet bear very evident marks of fome violent* ponvulfion which has left them 
(landing in their prefent abrupt fituation } apd that the ifland of Raghery, and fome of 
the weflem ifles of Scotland, do really appear like the furviving fragments of a country, 
great part of which might have been buried in the ocean. It is further 'added, that 
though the exterior volcanic character be in a great meafure loft in the bafal'ic coun- 
tries, yet this negative evidence can be of little avail fince the few inllonces where the 
.the features have begn preferved afford adufficient anTwet to this objeflion. 

. .Thus the Montagne de la Coupe in France ftill rears its pointed top to the Heavens,- 
retains its deep crater, and belt's every charafleriftic of its volcanic origin ; and this 
mountain is. obferved to (land on a bufe of bafalpc pillars, not difpeded in the tumul-* 
fuary heap ^nto which they muft have been thrown by the furious action of a volcanic 
evaption tearing up the natural foil of the country, but arranged yi all^hc regujarity 
of a GRmts’ Cavffeway, fuch 'as might be fuppofed tostvfult from the cryftaijizakioff of n 
bed of melted lava, where reft, and a gradual tefrigt^ratifjiJ, contributed to.t^ifder the 
pbsenotnenon as pcrfedl: as poftiblc. _ , • 

VOJ..III.* Xa Fifthly; 
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^Fifthly, It is obferved by Monfieur Faujas de St. Fond, th&t at the foot of the mount. 
tain of Mezinc, in the province of Velay, a range of bafaltic pillars ftapds fupported; 
on ’a bed of foffil coal, with a very thin llratum of clay not niore than a few inches thick' 
interpofed ; flow, that this inflammable body of coal could have remained uninilamed 
under a mafs of melted lava, thirty feet thick, fcenis highly improbable, and thereficqrp 
it ip evident, fay the adverfaries of the fyftem, that the baialtes could net have derived 
its origin from fire. ^ ^ • 

In anfwer to this plain and weighty obje£Uon, it is affirmed, that np fubftance in 
nature can be confunied by fire without the accefs of atniofpheric air ; that fire may be 
paired through inflammable air itfelf, without exciting actual inflammation, unlefs the. 
atmofphcrc lend its afliftance. Hence it cannot appear ftrange that a bed of coal might 
have furvived in the neighbourhood of a volcano, and even under a niafs of fluid lava, 
which, by reding on it, would prevent every poflible approach of frefli air, fo abfo« 
lutely neceflary to its being intlaiued. It is certain that coal may be expofed to the vio« 
lent adion of fire, in a clofe vclTcl, witfcout being confumed, or even fulFertng any 
material alteration, and therefore it is believed that this particular indance ought not to 
be held of weight filfficient to overturn a fyflein, in fupport of which fo many reafonable 
and almod certain proofs concur. 

Such are the difficulties which.are thought to embarrafs the volcanic theory of the ba-> 
faltes. In your excellent judgment I am certain they will bear their juit value, found* 
ed on an exte-nfive knowledge of nature and her operations. But among the gene* 
rality of mankind their weight will be exceedingly various. In reafonings concerning 
natural phsenomena, the dandard of truth is extremely vague and equivocal. Climate 
bears here a more powerful induence than can well be imagined ; fo that it is not un- 
common to find an opinion univerfally adopted by the inhabitants of one country, while 
thofe of the neighbouring kingdom ihall join as univerfally to reprobate it. 

Thus the NeopoHtans, -accudomed from their infancy to the wild feenes of horror , 
and defblation which abpund in a foil ravaged by volcanic fire, and to fee as it were a 
* new world fuddetilylaifed on the ruins of their country, have their warm imaginations 
filled with the gigantic idea of this powerful principle, which to them appears adequate 
to the production of every thing that is great and dupendous in nature. How difle- 
rent are the fenfations and opinions which prevail in the native of our temperate ifland ! 
To him the found of thunder is uncommon, an earthquake is almod a prodigy, and 
the fury of the fubterranean fire is utterly unknown. He beholds nature puriue her 
odin and deady courfe with an p\iiformity almod uninterrupted ; he-views the fame ob- 
je^ unchanged for a long feries of years ; ,the fame rivers to water his grounds, the 
.lame mountains fupply f6od for his flocks, the fame varied line of coad continues through 
many fuccellive ages to bound his country, and to fet the foaming ocean at defiance : 
hence he naturally proceeds to extend bis ideas of regularity and dabijjty over the whole 
world, and dands'Utterly uninfluenced by thofe arguments of change in the earth, which 
to the inhabitant of a warmer cKmate appear abTolutely decifive. 

In this manner are the prevailing opinions, even among the philolbphers of mof^ 
coofitries, ’generally founded on partial analogies ; and ft requires a vigorous mind, as 
■ wdl as an extenfiva and clear, underd^nding, to prevent our being milled by tlfe lpe« 
«ou8 arguments aq^ dangerous conclufions wtiich hflve been derived from fuch de- 
ceitful fources, many of them plainly tedding to multiply frlfe opinions, and to fubveK 
the only true, principles of religion and morality. 


LETTER 



KORTHERN COAST OP THE COUNTV OF ANTRIM. 


.9«S 


LETTER XIL 

DEAR SIR, ^ PortruJIjf Septcniher lo. 

IF the volcanic theory of the bafaltes be well founded, and no doubt many of the 
arguments in favour of it are extremely plaufible, a feene of horror is prefented to our 
view, w|)ich mud furely dll q^with aflouifliment } fincc on this fyftcm it will be found, 
that there is hardly a country on the face of our globe which has not at feme time 'or 
other been wafted by the fury of fubteri'anean fire. 

If, again, thofe apparent veftiges of marine produftions, which arc obferved indiferi- 
ininately fcattered through the earth, at all depths below the furfaco, and on the futn- 
inits of its higheft mountains, be eftcemed fufticient proofs of the prefence of the ocean 
in thofe places, a feene, no lefs wild and uncommon than the fonnei, lifes before our 
imagination ; in which the produds of the equator and the poles appear to be jumbled 
together in a maimer incapable of being explained by any of the kno wuanafogies of 
nature. •* 

From obfervatlons fuch as thefe, where in truth every thing is inexplicable, many of 
the modern phiiofophers, chiefly indeed of the French nation, have become warm ad- 
mirers of the old brute atoms of Epicurus, or the myfterious plaftic principle of the 
Stoics, forming to theinfelvcs fyftenis of nature, in which an intelligent caufe feems to 
be of all others the lead necelTary ; fyftems in which blind deftiny alone is the adivc 
fpring of life and motion. 

Thus are the fourccs of religion and morality cfiedually cut oflf at one blow, and 
mankind deprived of thofe prefent bleflings, and that mod delightful hope of future 
happinefs, which they fondly imagined to be rightly founded on their natural indineb, 
and fupported by the faired dedudHons of reafon. * 

It is the bufinefs of natural hiftory to collecl, as extenfively as poflible, all the phoc- 
nomena of nature, to compare fuch of them as bear any reafonabie fitnilitude, and from 
their general analogies to derive conclufions wliich may benefit our fellow-creatures, either 
as difeoveries ufeful in common life, or as fpeculativu truths iuite^. to improve and en- * 
large the underdanding.- In this point of view it is a fcience whifh merits the honour- 
able praife of mankind, and is certainly inferior to Jionc in the copious fources of delight 
and improvement which it may afford to a rational mind. 

Surely it is mod unaccountable, that a ftudy, which in this charadler appears fo lovely 
and engaging, Ihould neverthelcls have been purfued upon fuch perverfe principles, 
and with fuch inifgaided views, as to lead to confequcaices eqiAlly falfe in their own«na- 
ture, and ruinous to the welfare of any f9ciety where they may become univerfally pre- 
valent. 

I have been accidentally led to make a few refleftions on this fubjedl, by the perufal 
of fome foreign yriters on natural hiftory, who have unfortunately applied the proofs 
of thofe inexplicable changes which may poffibly have taken place in the e^th, and 
indeed ail their negative knowledge of nature, for the purpgfe of difproving the ex- 
,iftence of its admirable author ; as" if arguments derived from the depths of Jiuman ig- 
nprance, could, with any realftn, be efteemed capable of overturning fuch pofitive truths 
as thft faculties of mankind are entirely adequate to apjjrehend. , « 

Whcif men chool'e to build their opinions on things w'hich they do not rightly under- 
stand, rather than on truths which come clearly within their comprehenfiyu, it can . 
hardfy happen' that they will not run into v^ry grof^’miftakes ; Ifecaule, the number 
of errors on any fubjed is plainly without limits, the chance is little lefs' than infinite, 
that fuch reafoners will fall into the .unfathomable Hbyfs bf falfehood. 
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Tuch lias been the fate of^the author<of a Fresch Work, Sur la Nature^ and indeed 
6f every follower of that pernicious fchool of modern philofophj', which, rej^^ing-ajt 
CQnfideration of final caul'es^ and defpinng«thofe fimple and obvious analogies that leaa 
to the moft-ufeful and fatisfatory truths, h:^ chofen rather to purfue othd^ which nei- , 
ther its difciples, nor the reft, of mankind, are in any refpefl: fuited to inveftigate • 

Perhaps an example may ferva to render me inprc iiCitilligiblc, and fo poii^ out the 
general fallacy of this unhappy fpecies of reafoning. > * 

There can' be no doubt that the telefcope, with all its prefent impro^^ents, is the 
refult of a moil happy application of uncommon fldil and ingenuity, ciinhiving . and 
combining all the various parts and movements of that curious machine, for the excel* 
cellent purpofe of affifting viliOn. 

In proportion as thefe movements were gradually invented and applied to 01%, during 
a" long feries ©f years ; when each fucceffive difeovery was brought to the OtliOe^'OX- 
tent of its perfe&ion, mankind then obferved that the hui||an eye, in a very mpi^rior 
manner, enjoyed that particular advantage which they had fought for with jCo much 
art and induftry, exhibiting to view a perfect achromatic $i(lruraent of vihon, adapting 
itfelf with furprifing facility to the different brightnefs of its objefts, and to a vaH: variety 
ofdiflances. . ■ - 

• At the laft'j a defed was difeovereJ in the telefcopes, arifing from the fpherical figure 
of the glafles ; in confequcnce of which the focus of thofe rays whlch fall near the limb 
'*of the glafs, and of fucb as pafs near to its center, do not coincide. This defe^, 
after various fruitlefs attempts to obviate it, has for many years been given up by'the 
rood ingenious as irremediable f. But though men have, in this indance, found that 
there are bounds placed to their utmofl fkill and ingenuity, yet have they learned this 
vfeful truth, that there are no difcoverable limits fet to the powers of that admirable 
Caufe which formed the human eye; this error being there entirely corretled, in the 
curious conftru£lion of the.cryftalline humour, the principal 'refrafting lens of the organ 
of vifion ; which gradu^ly increafing in denfity from the limb toward the middle, does 
by this wonderful vjjriation of its refraSive power in one reipeft, counterad the errors 
which would have arifen from the other conflderaiion. 

This happy union of diSerent parts and movements, as vrell in the natural as in the 
artificial machine, each attaining its own particular end, and all together without con^ 
Tufion or interference, compleating ontf^ greater and more excellent eftedf, this, I fay, 
reafonable men denominate a work of defign ; and as they affirm that the telefcope 
is an inftrument formed'’ to aflill vifion, in confequence of varioits means duly con- 
nected, by an invifible caufe : (l'6r it is plain ^at there is fome moving principle in man, 
which is neither eyes, ears, hands, or head, neither the tout enfemble of all thefe, nor 
in any refpe^t the objeft of our fenfes :) fo do they believe that the human eye is an 
infiruiuent made fur the ufe of man, by sn exceeding apt combination of intermediate 
caufes, wonderfully, and rnoll unaccountably connetted ^ctber,’vby one great, wife, 
and good caufe ; who is. neither <the eye itfelf nor any pail|jKf its mcchanifm, nor at all 

i ■ ■ • 

• II eftau deffous <le Dieii d’egir pour une fin." Vide D«i Cai4irjl*ftllofoph. Maupertuit Efiai^e 
Cofmologie. hpffonTheorie dc la Ttrrv. Rubiiiet Sur la Naiure, • 

‘f The moft probable fneans difaover.-d of late years, for cost cctiii^tb'liic fpherical errore, has licen offered 
to the public by that excellent Bh'tilh artill Mr. hamrden, who couceifex them capable of %eing in great 
meafure renjoved in the' cyc«glaflcs of- telefcopes (tvh^re they are imslt-'ien/ibly felt)'^Tuch an’adju^menf 
of .t)>e iuQrumcnt as^^hat the image forme<!^ by.-tbe oll^eCl. glafs /halt fail as near as poffible' to thj eye-gigb. 
Sie PbilufoplSical'' Tranfaft onsof the Royal Society of I^otidoiiA A, D. 1782. '' 
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^the objeft^of our fcnPos, but only vifible to us through the beauty and wifdoni of t|io 
Vorks of creation, in the hnne manner as thought and intelligence in man are known 
to us through tliolo moticnis and effedts daily produced before us, which we do alvuays 
fuppafe to^Wulr, originally, from a principh* in fome fort refembliag our bwn minds! 

• From hence, and a ihoufanJ other fimilar analogies; for apprehending w hich our fa- 
culties ^re admira’dy fuited, mankind have reafonably inferred the exiftcnce of one fu- 
^erior, nuelligent, good Being, who is every where prefent ; whom wc fee, and feel; 
and hear, dVen moment of our lives, in the vifible w'orks of nature, as we do in par- 
ticular circomftances hear and feel, and fee other beings whom we denominate men. 

To this reaibning, which does not in any refpeft appear uncandid or Jelufive, the 
aurhor of the treatife Sur la Nature warmly objefts.— What ! the eyes giade for vifion, 
which ijp many inflances fail and become blind? — The teeth and jaws made to grind 
which fo often loofe, and refufe to perform their office?— The earth formed to 
fuppoift its inhabitants, wli^le it contains volcanos which may have deftroyed them by 
fire ? Or an ocean, which has overvvhelinet? thorn under its waters ? 

Thefe are fome of the ol^eftions of that extraordinary-^writer, and this the gcncnl 
mode of argument, unhappily adopted on the continent by too manV ofrhofe who have 
obtained the honourable title of philofophers : a falfefpecies of reaiouing,. in which the 
poiitive parts of human knowledge arc moft fophiflically fupplanted by what is purely 
negative ; in which a man is required to judge of the truth of what he knows, by thofe< 
•oifier parts of nature where he is avowedly ignorant. 

From principles fuch as thefe the Chriftian religion has been hafllly rejeSled ; becaufe 
the |5bpulation of America, and the ^.ccidenral qualities of its inhabitants, couy not im- 
mediately be explained by fpcculative men, who had no other data whereon to rcafon 
except the imaginary extent of their own genius, together with an entire ignorance of 
the fituation of that continent, andilhe qualities of its inhabitants 

From the fame deceitful fourt:e of reafoning this beautiful world, fo aptly formed, 
fo wifely moved, fo bountifully and yet fo varioufly adapted t^ maintain its ditFetent ini 
habitants, that the native of every country from the equator to thcjipoles, finds caufe to' 
blefs his fituation, and to boafi of comforts unknown in other climates. This curious 
ftnidlure, the delight and wonder of the btfl: and wifefl: men in every age, has been con- 
demned by a few prefumptuousfophifis, as the work of blind defiiny, ading through the 
prefent clenienis of nature, becaufe there are many of its principles and movemeiifs 
of whofe ufe they are ignorant ; becaufe there appeac to be ve»ligcs of the ravages of 
fire, or the inundations of the ocean, which they are'yot able to explain. • 

It is moft certain, that the laws of m<)tion which now exift, could have produced 
this world in the beginning, neither are they capable of continuing it for ever in its 
prefent ftate. 

The interior ftmdure of the earth, whereby its various foflil fubftances, though differ- 
ing exceedingly fronf^each other in fpecific gravity, though not arranged accordiag to any 
regular law of fituation, do yet conftitule a world felf-Iralanced,*a fphere whofe centre of 

Tbe proxiiTiity of America to %e continent of Afia ib now pcrfc£ily afeertained by tbe Britiil navi- 
gatorai* TlKcontid^ht afrcrlionof intulcrn |>hnofophcr^, that its inhabitants wer^^ bcardlsf;, is from m;yiy 
quarters 10 be falfc ; and thcr^is cvet^ reilon foi^Wlicuiiig ftiat their copper colour, and other pe- 
culiarities. arc^iltogcther the of the foil and dimat^ (iucc the progeny of ih# Europeans has been found 

to fufFcr very conlidemble changes in all thefe circumljances, evcn*during the coijrfe of jfiofc few^generations « 
wliipirhav^afled imee. their hi ll eftablifliaicnl there. So th^tain thctc inftaoces revealed rejigiifo, fo f.ir 
from approunding danger fiom the dlfc*»vcry of futh ^nd the hnpiovcment of human kabwlcdge, has only 
i'u 0 crcd from the ignorance or mihnformatiou of philofopbera. 1 

^gravity 
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gravity coinddes with its centre of magnitude (without which all its motions muft'have. 
b^n in an extreme degree irregular), evidently demands, a iirfl: caufe, which n.eit{ieri 
a£^ blindly, nor of neceHity. A blind principle is not wont>to labour in defiance of all 
chance } neidier do mechanical caulcs ufually produce their eSed^ in codtentj^t of the 
ehablidied laws of matter and motion. * 

The gradual afeent of bur continents from the Ihore^of the ocean, toward their 
mediterranean parts, fo neceflary for colleding the rains of heaven, and giving birth 
and courfe to thofe rivers which beautify and fertilize the earth : this exterior form, 
without which the vapours of the fea would have afeended to the clouds in vain, plainly 
requires the interference of fome principle fuperior to any of the known elements of 
nature. .Whatever the followers of Epicurus may think of thefe elements, no reafon* 
able man will believe that the waves of the ocean could have created a country whole 
foil lies far above the level of its waters ; or that the fury of volcanic eruptions could 
hare produced an effefi;, fo general, that we are rather led to. infer the cafual exigence of 
former volcanoes in particular places, beoaufe of foinc apparent univerfal interruption 
to this regularity of form. 

The proje&lle force by which the earth Was in the b^inning made to move round 
the centre of light and heat ; its diurnal rotation, duly dimfing this light and heat over 
the furfice ; flue inclination of its axis to the plane of the ecliptic, whereby the tropical ’ 
climates receive fewer of the fun’s rays, while the inhabitant of the polar circle enjoys 
*U much larger lhare * : all thefe effe^s, far furpaHing the prefent powers of natuse,* 
moll aptly combined together, working in concert without interference or diforder, for 
the attainment of one great, and good, and excellent end, clearly prove that this World 
has beetl^roduced by one powerful, intelligent, and benevolent principle, utterly tinHlf(» 
to any mechanical caufe wfuchliow does exid, or that can be conceived to exift. 

Mechanical caufes, fuch as we arc acquainted with, evidently tend to deftroy the 
prefent form of the world } and thereby afford the ftrongeft proof that it is not by its 
conffitution immortal. 

Sir Ifaac Newton has'Semondrated, that the perturbing forces wliich take place in 
the folar fyftem, mult in due time deftroy the planetary motions, unlefs the firft mover 
of all thmgs Iball chufe to interfere., And it is fufficiently evident, that the (low but 
certain operations of heat and cold, together with the continued aflion of tlie air and 
'^orms, are capable of breaking and changing the moft firm bodies, even the hardeft 
rocks ; while the numerous rivers on the earth’s furiace, and the waves which wafh 
its Chores, perpetually labour to bear all thefe fubftances into the bottom of the ocean, 
and thereby to reduce all thiiigs'to a level fitpation. 

Since then the earth yet continues to circulate with regularity round the fun, not- 
'withftanding the perturbing forces of 4he planets ; fince all the countries on its furfece 
ftill retain their elevated form, in oppofition to thofe boafted mechanical caufes, that 
labour ipcefftintly to deftroy it ^ fince its impetuous rivers whicih purfue their courfe 
toward the ocean, have ;iot yet Jmoothed thofq, abrupt and prccipiceous cataracts, over 
wliich they rufh with fuch unbridled fury, it is plain, either»that the world, as we now* 
fee it., is but of a fhort duration ; or elfe, that fome faving' hand has interfered to retard 
the progeefs of caufes which in fuflicient length of time mu ft needs produce their elleds. 

If we call our eya over the annals of the world, vie fhall find in the hiftqry of the 
, human r|Ce a clear 'and decifive evidetlce in favour of thofe general truths which ouF 
religion teaches," conciming the dl;t:ation of the earth and its inhabitants.’ Tlie evident 

" • Vide Kea*eni;ffcE%». 

f 



maVks 



KORTHERN COAST OF THE COUNTY OF ANTRIM. 


9:9 

marks of novelty in all thofe arts and fciences that are the ofl&pring of experience ; the - 
wonder and terror with which Jhe earlier philofophers (though in other refpefts well 
infoi’nied men) were wont to behold many of thofe natural appearances, which longer ’ 
obfervation has fhewn to be neither uncommon nor dangerous : the general defedl of 
all lyilories and traditions antecedent to a certain period at which the Jcwifli writings 
aflirm the world to have been da^troyed by water : thefe cogent circumftances afford 
the pbineft ^roof that the human race has not exifted here for many a^cs. 

There is not now a nation on the earth, neither has there been one for thefe two 
thoufand years paft, whofe remote traditions extend, with any degree of probability, 
beyond that memorable period of the univerfal deluge, which is recorded in the facred 
writings ; fo that whatever Monf. Voltaire and others may alfert concerning the eter- 
nity of the world, its motions, or its inhabitants, they will find but few rational men to 
adopt his wild fyftem of allronomy, or who can be perfuaded to believe that the fun 
ever rofe in the weft, or that the Babylonians made obfervations on that luminary fome 
millions of years ago, when it was at the north pole *. 

Perhaps you will fay, that fuch language as this is filly and childifli, bepeath the name 
of philofophical, and unworthy of any anfwer— yet I can affure you it is the general lan- 
guage of that miferable fchool of modern philolbphy, which fearches for the moft un- 
known motions in nature, to explain thofe that are heft known ; which breaks frag- 
ments from the fun by chance, and then myfterioufly forms them into habitable worlds ; 
— \^ich makes the ocean to aft where it is not t which quotes the fables of Ovid, 
or the tales of the Fgyptians, as its bell authority in natural hiftory J which utterly 
rejefts the delightful and profitable purfuit of final caufes § ; —and holds the moft pre- 
cious moments of life to be well employed in endeavours to .difeover the thoughts and 
amufements of trees and Hones ||. 

If this be wifdoin, we, my I riend, have reafon to boaft that we are not wife : if thefe 
be the vaunted fruits of freedom of thought, we have good caufe indeed to rejoice that 
we*are not free ; that we ftill retain our dependance on a wife and b^'antiful Providence ; 
and have not yet fallen into that univerfal anarchy of opinion, wherei'ieach individual 
labours to enthrone and to adore every wild phantom of his own wandering imagination, 
juft as folly or caprice may chance to direft his choice.* 

* Monf. Vtjltalrc, and after him the Ahbc Reyn all, believes that the earth has an unknown motion round 
one of its tciuiUorial diamecets, in fuch fort that Its axis performs an entire revolution in the fpaceoffour 
millions uf yrars. Voltain ’s proofs of this motion are founded on an pbrervatioii^ of the obliquity of the 
equator and ecliptic, faid to have been made by Pythais about two thoufifid years ago ; on the general ac- 
counts to be met with in Ovid’s Metamorphoft s of llrange revolutions having formerly taVen place on the 
earth’s hirface; and on a wild fable of the Egyptiau-s affirming that the fun rofe twice in the weft within 
the memory of their nation Nay, this extraordinary philofopher feems to imagine it not very improbable 
that the poles theinfelves may travel over difFerent parts of the earth’s furfacc : afrd it feems but a flight ob« 
jcAion to this belief, that the oldcft monuments in the world, the pyramids of Egypt, are accurately miiated- 
toiace the cardinal points of ihq^ompafs the (lability of which cardinal points entirely depends on thedbn* 
tinuance of the poles of the earth in* the fame precife fppt of the furfacc. 

•f \ ide BiifToti’s Thcorie de la Terre, 
it Vide V^oltaire’s Period of lour thoufa^ Years* 
f Vi^ Dea Cartes, Maupertuis, See. 
j| Vi<£e Robinikt fui la Nature. 
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